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Introduction

SOLD ONLY BY SUBSCRIPTION.

PHIL ADELPHIA:

PORTER & COATES,

822, CHESTNUT STREET.

1872.

Enter ed according to ac t o f Congr ess, in the year 1871, by

W.M. STILL,

In the Of f ice of the Li brarian o f Congr ess, at Washington.

W. Still
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Preface to the Revised
Edition

Like millions o f my race, my mother and fa ther w ere born sla ves, but

were not c onten ted to liv e and die so. M y father pur chased himself

in early manhood b y hard toil. M other sa w no w ay for herself and

childr en to esc ape the horr ors of bondag e but b y f light. Bravely,

wi th her f our li t tle ones, wi th f irm fai th in God and an ar dent desir e

to be fr ee, she forsook the prison-house, and suc ceeded, thr ough

the aid o f my father , to r each a fr ee State. Here lif e had to be begun

anew. The old familiar sla ve names had to be chang ed, and others,

for pruden tial r easons, had to be f ound. This w as not har d work.

However, hardly mon ths had passed ere the k een scent o f the sla ve-

hun ters had tr ailed them to wher e they had fancie d themsel ves

secur e. In those da ys all power w as in the hands o f the oppr essor,

and the c aptur e of a slave mother and her childr en was at tende d

wi th no gr eat dif f icult y other than the crushing o f fr eedom in the

breast of the vic tims. W ithout judg e or jur y, all were hurrie d back

to w ear the y oke again. But back this mother w as resolved never

to sta y. She only wanted another oppor tuni ty to again strik e for

fr eedom. I n a few mon ths af ter being c arrie d back, wi th onl y t wo

of her li t tle ones, she took her he art in her hand and her babes in

her arms, and this trial w as a success. Freedom w as gained, althoug h

not wi thout the sad loss o f her t wo older childr en, whom she had

to le ave behind. M other and fa ther w ere again reuni ted in fr eedom,

while t wo of their li t tle bo ys were in slavery. What to do f or them

other than w eep and pr ay, were questions unansw erable. For o ver

for ty years the motherÕs heart ne ver kne w wha t i t w as to be fr ee

fr om anxie ty about her lost bo ys. But no tidings c ame in answ er

to her man y pr ayers, until one o f them, to the gr eat astonishmen t

of his r elativ es, turne d up in P hiladelphia, ne arly f if ty years of age,

seeking his long-lost par ents. Being dir ected to the An ti-Sla very
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Office for instruc tions as to the best plan to adopt to f ind out the

wher eabouts o f his par ents, for tuna tel y he fell in to the hands o f his

own br other , the wri ter , whom he had ne ver heard of before, much

less seen or kno wn. And her e began revelations c onnected wi th this

marvellous c oincidenc e, which inf luenc ed me, for y ears pr evious

to Emancipa tion, to pr eserve the ma t ter f ound in the pag es of this

humble v olume.

And in looking back no w over these str ange and eventful

Providenc es, in the lig ht o f the w onderful chang es wrought by

Emancipation, I am mor e and mor e constr ained to belie ve that the

reasons, which y ears ago led me to aid the bondman and pr eserve

the r ecords of his suf ferings, ar e to-da y qui te as poten t in

convincing me tha t the ne cessity of the times r equir es this

testimon y.

And sinc e the f irst ad vent o f my book, wher ever r eviewed or r ead

by leading friends o f fr eedom, the pr ess, or the r ace mor e deeply

represented by i t, the e xpr essions of appr oval and encour agement

have been hearty and unanimous, and the thousands o f volumes

which ha ve been sold by me, on the subscription plan, wi th har dly

any facili ties f or the w ork, makes it ob vious tha t i t w ould, in the

hands of a competen t publisher , have a wide cir culation.

And her e I may fr ankly state, tha t but f or the hope I ha ve always

cherishe d tha t this w ork would enc our age the r ace in ef for ts for

self-ele vation, i ts public ation ne ver w ould ha ve been under taken by

me.

I belie ve no mor e str ongly at this momen t than I ha ve believed

ever sinc e the Pr oclamation o f Emancipa tion w as made by Abraham

Linc oln, tha t as a class, in this c ountr y, no small exertion will ha ve to

be put f or th bef ore the blessings o f fr eedom and kno wledge can be

fair ly enjoyed by this pe ople; and un til c olor ed men manag e by din t

of har d acquisi tion to en ter the r anks of skille d industr y, very li t tle

substantial r espect will be sho wn them, e ven wi th the ballot-bo x

and musket in their hands.

Well-c onduc ted shops and stor es; lands acquir ed and good farms

managed in a manner to c ompete wi th an y other; v aluable books
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produc ed and publishe d on in ter esting and impor tant

subjectsÑthese ar e some of the frui ts which the r ace are expected

to exhi bi t fr om their ne wly gained privileg es.

If i t is asked Òhow?Ó I answer, Òthrough extr aordinar y

determina tion and ende avor,Ó such as are demonstr ated in hundr eds

of cases in the pages of this book, in the strugg les of men and

women to obtain their fr eedom, education and pr oper ty.

These facts must ne ver be lost sig ht o f.

The r ace must not f orget the r ock fr om whenc e they were hewn,

nor the pi t fr om whenc e, they were digged.

Like other r aces, this newly emancipa ted people will ne ed all the

knowledge of their past c ondi tion which the y can get.

The bondag e and deliv erance of the childr en of Israel will ne ver

be allowed to sink in to oblivion while the w or ld stands.

Those scenes of suf fering and mar tyrdom millions o f Christians

were called upon to pass thr ough in the da ys of the I nquisi tion ar e

still subje cts of stud y, and have unabated in ter est for all enlig htened

minds.

The same is true o f the histor y of this c ountr y. The strugg les of

the pione er fathers ar e preserved, pr oduced and r e-pr oduced, and

cherishe d wi th und ying in ter est by all Americ ans, and the day will

not arriv e while the R epublic e xists, when these histories will not be

found in e very li brary.

While the gr and li t tle arm y of aboli tionists w as waging i ts un tiring

warfar e for fr eedom, prior to the r ebellion, no ag ency encour aged

them lik e the her oism o f fug itiv es. The pulse of the f our millions o f

slaves and their desir e for fr eedom, w ere bet ter f elt thr ough ÒThe

Under ground Railr oad,Ó than through any other channel.

Frederick Doug lass, Henr y Bibb, Wm. Wells Brown, Rev. J.W.

Logan, and others, ga ve unmistakable e videnc e that the r ace had no

mor e eloquen t advocates than i ts own self -emancipa ted champions.

Every step the y took to rid themsel ves of their f et ters, or to gain

education, or in ple ading the c ause of their f ellow-bondmen in the

lectur e-r oom, or wi th their pens, me t wi th appla use on every hand,

and the v ery argument ne eded was thus furnishe d in lar ge measure.
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In those dar k days previous to emancipa tion, such testimon y was

indispensable.

The fr ee color ed men ar e as imper ativ ely requir ed now to furnish

the same manl y testimon y in suppor t o f the abili ty of the r ace

to surmoun t the r emaining obstacles gr owing out o f oppr ession,

ignor ance, and poverty.

In the poli tic al strugg les, the hopes o f the r ace have been sadly

disappoin ted. From this dir ection no gr eat advantage is lik ely to

arise very soon.

Only as desert can be pr oved by the ac quisi tion o f kno wledge and

the exhi bi tion o f hig h mor al character , in examples of econom y and

a disposi tion to enc our age industrial en terprises, c onduc ted by men

of their o wn r anks, will i t be possi ble to mak e poli tic al pr ogress in

the fac e of the pr esent public sen timen t.

Here, ther efore, in my judgmen t is the best possi ble r eason for

vigorously pushing the cir culation o f this humble v olumeÑtha t i t

may testif y for thousands and tens o f thousands, as no other w ork

can do.

WILLIAM STILL, Author .

September , 1878. Philadelphia, P a.
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Seth Concklin

In the long list o f names who ha ve suffered and die d in the c ause of

fr eedom, not one, per haps, could be f ound whose ef for ts to r edeem

a poor famil y of slaves were mor e Christlik e than Seth Concklin Õs,

whose noble and daring spiri t has been so long c omple tel y shrouded

in m yster y. Except John Brown, i t is a question, whe ther his riv al

could be f ound wi th r espect to boldness, disin ter estedness and

willingness to be sacrif iced for the deliv erance of the oppr essed.

By chanc e one day he came across a copy of the Pennsylvania

Freeman, containing the stor y of Peter Still, Òthe Kidnappe d and the

Ransomed,ÓÑhow he had be en torn a way fr om his mother , when

a lit tle bo y six years old; ho w, for f or ty years and mor e, he had

been compelle d to ser ve under the y oke, totall y desti tute as to

any knowledge of his par entsÕ whereabouts; ho w the in tense lo ve

of li ber ty and desir e to get back to his mother had unc easingly

absorbed his mind thr ough all these y ears of bondag e; how, amid

the most appalling disc our agements, pr ompte d alone by his und ying

determina tion to be fr ee and be r euni ted wi th those fr om whom he

had been sold away, he contriv ed to bu y himself; ho w, by extr eme

econom y, from doing o ver-w ork, he saved up f ive hundr ed dollars,

the amoun t o f mone y requir ed for his r ansom, which, wi th his

fr eedom, he, fr om necessity, placed unr eservedly in the c onf iden tial

keeping o f a Jew, named Joseph Frie dman, whom he had kno wn f or

a long time and c ould v entur e to trust,Ñho w he had fur ther toile d to

save up mone y to defr ay his expenses on an expedi tion in se arch of

his mother and kindr ed; how, when this end w as accomplishe d, wi th

an earnest purpose he took his c arpet-bag in his hand, and his he art

thr obbing f or his old home and pe ople, he turne d his mind v ery

priv atel y to wards Philadelphia, wher e he hoped, by having notic es

read in the c olor ed chur ches to the ef fect tha t Òfor ty-one or f or ty-
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two years before two li t tle bo ys1were kidnappe d and carrie d

SouthÓÑthat the memor y of some of the older members mig ht r ecall

the cir cumstanc es, and in this w ay he would be aide d in his ar dent

effor ts to be come r estor ed to them.

And, fur thermor e, Seth Concklin had r ead how, on arriving in

Philadelphia, af ter tr aveling sixte en hundr ed miles, tha t almost the

first man whom P eter Still soug ht advice fr om w as his own unkno wn

brother ( whom he had ne ver seen or he ard of ), who made the

discovery tha t he w as the long-lost bo y, whose histor y and fate had

been enveloped in sadness so long, and f or whom his mother had

shed so many tears and offered so many pr ayers, during the long

years of their separ ation; and, f inall y, how this self -r ansomed and

restor ed captiv e, not wi thstanding his gr eat suc cess, was destined to

suffer the k eenest pangs o f sorr ow for his wif e and childr en, whom

he had lef t in Alabama bondag e.

Seth Concklin w as natur ally too singular ly sympathe tic and

humane not to f eel now for Peter , and especiall y for his wif e and

childr en lef t in bonds as bound wi th them. H ence, as Seth w as a man

who seemed wholl y insensi ble to f ear, and to kno w no other la w of

humani ty and rig ht, than whene ver the claims o f the suf fering and

the wr onged appealed to him, to r espond unr eservedly, whether

those thus in jured were amongst his ne arest kin or the gr eatest

str angers,Ñi t mat ter ed not to wha t r ace or clime the y mig ht

belong,Ñhe, in the spiri t o f the g ood Samari tan, owning all such as

his neig hbors, volun teered his ser vices, without pa y or r eward, to

go and r escue the wif e and thr ee childr en of Peter Still.

The magni tude o f this o ffer can hardly be appr eciated. It w as

li ter ally laying his lif e on the altar o f fr eedom f or the despise d and

oppr essed whom he had ne ver seen, whose kins-f olk even he was

not ac quain ted wi th. At this junc tur e even Peter w as not pr epared

to accept this pr oposal. He wanted to secur e the fr eedom o f his wif e

1.Sons of Levin and SidneyÑthe last names o f his par ents

he was too young to r emember .
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and childr en as earnestl y as he had ever desir ed to see his mother ,

yet he c ould not, a t f irst, he arken to the ide a of having them r escued

in the w ay suggested by Concklin, f earing a failur e.

To J.M. McKim and the wri ter , the bold scheme f or the deliv erance

of PeterÕs famil y was alone conf ided. It w as never submi t ted to the

Vigilanc e Commi t tee, for the r eason, that i t w as not consider ed

a mat ter belong ing ther eto. On f irst r ef lection, the v ery idea of

such an under taking se emed perf ectl y appalling. F rankly was he told

of the gr eat dang ers and dif f iculties to be enc ounter ed thr ough

hundr eds of miles o f slave terri tor y. Seth w as told o f those who,

in at tempting to aid sla ves to escape had fallen vic tims to the

relentless Slave Power, and had ei ther lost their liv es, or been

inc arcerated for long y ears in peni ten tiaries, wher e no friendl y aid

could be af forded them; in shor t, he w as plainl y told, tha t wi thout

a very great chanc e, the under taking w ould c ost him his lif e. The

occasion of this in ter view and c onversation, the seriousness o f

Concklin and the ut ter failur e in pr esenting the v arious obstacles

to his plan, to cr eate the slig htest appar ent misg iving in his mind,

or to pr oduc e the slig htest sense o f fear or hesitanc y, can never

be effaced fr om the memor y of the wri ter . The plan w as, however,

allowed to r est for a time.

In the me anwhile, PeterÕs mind w as continuall y vacilla ting

between Alabama, wi th his wif e and childr en, and his ne w-f ound

relativ es in the N or th. Said a br other , ÒIf you cannot g et your famil y,

what will y ou do? Will y ou come Nor th and liv e wi th y our r elativ es?Ó

ÒI would as soon g o out o f the w or ld, as not to g o back and do all I

can for them, Ó was the pr ompt r eply of Peter .

The pr oblem o f buying them w as seriously consider ed, but her e

obstacles qui te f ormidable la y in the w ay. Alabama laws ut ter ly

denied the rig ht o f a slave to bu y himself, much less his wif e and

childr en. The rig ht o f slave masters to fr ee their sla ves, either b y

sale or emancipa tion, w as positiv ely pr ohi bi ted by law. With these

ref lections w eighing upon his mind, ha ving stayed away fr om his

wif e as long as he could c onten t himself to do, he took his c arpet-
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bag in his hand, and turne d his fac e toward Alabama, to embr ace his

famil y in the prison-house o f bondag e.

His appr oach home c ould onl y be made ste althil y, not daring to

breathe to a living soul, sa ve his own famil y, his nominal J ew master ,

and one other friendÑa sla veÑwher e he had been, the priz e he

had found, or an ything in r elation to his tr avels. To his wif e and

childr en his r eturn w as unspeakably joyous. The situation o f his

famil y concerned him wi th tenf old mor e weight than e ver before,

As the time dr ew near to mak e the o ffer to his wif eÕs master to

pur chase her wi th his childr en, his heart faile d him thr ough fear of

awakening the ir e of slaveholders against him, as he kne w tha t the

law and public sen timen t w ere alike deadly opposed to the spiri t o f

fr eedom in the sla ve. Indeed, as innoc ent as a step in this dir ection

mig ht appear, in those da ys a man would ha ve stood about as g ood

a chance for his lif e in en tering a lair o f hungr y hyenas, as a slave or

fr ee color ed man w ould, in talking about fr eedom.

He conclude d, ther efore, to say nothing about bu ying. The plan

proposed by Seth Concklin w as told to V ina, his wif e; also what he

had heard fr om his br other about the Under ground Rail Road,Ñho w,

that man y who c ould not g et their fr eedom in an y other w ay, by

being aide d a li t tle, w ere daily escaping to Canada. Althoug h the

wif e and childr en had never taste d the ple asures of fr eedom f or

a single hour in their liv es, they hated slavery heartil y, and being

about to be far separ ated fr om husband and fa ther , they were ready

to assent to an y pr oposi tion tha t look ed lik e deliverance.

So Peter pr oposed to V ina, tha t she should g ive him c ertain small

articles, c onsisting o f a cape, etc., which he w ould c arr y wi th him

as memorials, and, in c ase Concklin or an y one else should e ver

come for her fr om him, as an unmistakable sign tha t all w as right,

he would send back, b y whoever w as to befriend them, the c ape, so

that she and the childr en mig ht not doubt but ha ve faith in the man,

when he gave her the sign, ( cape).

Again Peter r eturne d to Philadelphia, and w as now willing to

accept the o ffer of Concklin. Er e long, the oppor tuni ty of an

inter view w as had, and Peter ga ve Seth a very full description o f
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the c ountr y and of his famil y, and made kno wn to him, tha t he had

very carefull y gone over wi th his wif e and childr en the ma t ter o f

their fr eedom. This in ter view in ter ested Concklin most de eply. If his

own wif e and childr en had been in bondag e, scarcely could he ha ve

manif ested greater sympa th y for them.

For the hazar dous w ork before him he w as at onc e prepared to

make a start. True he had t wo sisters in P hiladelphia f or whom he

had always cherishe d the w armest af fection, but he c onferr ed not

wi th them on this momen tous mission. F or full w ell did he kno w tha t

it w as not in human na tur e for them to ac quiesce in this perilous

under taking, thoug h one o f these sisters, Mrs. S upple e, was a most

fai thful aboli tionist.

Having onc e laid his hand to the ploug h he w as not the man to

look back,Ñnot e ven to bid his sisters g ood-b ye, but he ac tuall y lef t

them as thoug h he expected to be home to his dinner as usual. W hat

had become of him during those man y weeks of his perilous labors

in Alabama to r escue this famil y was to none a gr eater m yster y than

to his sisters. On le aving home he simpl y took t wo or thr ee small

articles in the w ay of appar el wi th one hundr ed dollars to defr ay his

expenses for a time; this sum he c onsider ed ample to star t wi th. Of

course he had v ery safely concealed about him V inaÕs cape and one

or t wo other ar ticles which he w as to use for his iden tif ication in

meeting her and the childr en on the plan tation.

His f irst thoug ht w as, on reaching his destina tion, af ter be coming

acquain ted wi th the famil y, being familiar wi th Southern manners,

to have them all pr epared at a given hour f or the star ting o f the

steamboat f or Cincinna ti, and to join him a t the wharf, when he

would boldl y assume the par t o f a slaveholder , and the famil y

natur ally tha t o f slaves, and in this w ay he hope d to r each Cincinna ti

dir ect, before their o wner had fair ly discovered their esc ape.

But alas for Southern irr egulari ty, two or thr ee daysÕ delay after

being advertised to star t, w as no uncommon cir cumstanc e wi th

steamers; henc e this plan w as abandoned. What this her oic man

endur ed fr om severe strugg les and unyielding e xertions, in tr aveling

thousands o f miles on w ater and on f oot, hungr y and fatigue d,
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rowing his living fr eight f or seven days and seven nig hts in a skif f, is

hardly to be par alleled in the annals o f the Under ground Rail Road.

The follo wing in ter esting le t ters penne d by the hand o f Concklin

convey minutel y his last strugg les and char acteristic ally represent

the sing leness of heart which impelle d him to sacrif ice his lif e for

the slaveÑ

EASTPORT, MISS., FEB. 3, 1851.

To Wm. Still:ÑOur friends in Cincinna ti ha ve failed f inding

anybody to assist me on m y return. Se arching the c ountr y opposi te

Paducah, I f ind tha t the whole c ountr y f if ty miles r ound is inhabi ted

only by Christian w olves. It is customar y, when a str ange negro is

seen, for any whi te man to seiz e the negr o and convey such negr o

thr ough and out o f the State o f Illinois to P aducah, Ky., and lodge

such str anger in Paducah jail, and ther e claim such r eward as may

be offered by the master .

Ther e is no r egulari ty by the ste amboats on the T ennessee River.

I was four da ys get ting to Flor ence fr om Paducah. Sometimes the y

are four da ys star ting, fr om the time appoin ted, which alone puts

to r est the plan f or r eturning b y steamboat. The distanc e fr om the

mouth o f the riv er to Flor ence, is fr om between thr ee hundr ed and

five to thr ee hundr ed and f or ty-f ive miles by the riv er; by land, t wo

hundr ed and f if ty, or mor e.

I arriv ed at the shoe shop on the plan tation, one o Õclock, T uesday,

28th. W illiam and t wo boys were making shoes. I imme diatel y gave

the f irst signal, anxiousl y waiting thir ty minutes f or an oppor tuni ty

to g ive the second and main signal, during which time I w as very

sociable. I t w as rainy and mudd yÑm y pants w ere rolled up to the

knees. I was in the char acter o f a man seeking emplo yment in this

countr y. End of thir ty minutes ga ve the second signal.

William appe ared unmo ved; soon sent out the bo ys; instan tl y

sociable; Peter and Le vin at the I sland; one o f the y oung masters

wi th them; not saf e to under take to see them till Sa tur day nig ht,

when the y would be a t home; appoin ted a place to see Vina, in

an open f ield, tha t nig ht; the y to bring me some thing to e at; our

inter view onl y four minutes; I lef t; appeared by nig ht; dar k and
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cloud y; at ten o Õclock appe ared William; e xchanged signals; led me a

few r ods to wher e stood V ina; gave her the signal sen t by Peter; our

inter view ten minutes; she did not c all me Òmaster ,Ó nor did she say

Òsir,Ó by which I kne w she had conf idenc e in me.

Our si tuation being dang erous, we decided tha t I me et Peter

and Levin on the bank o f the riv er early dawn o f day, Sunday, to

establish the la ws. During our in ter view, William pr ostr ated on his

knees, and face to the gr ound; arms spr awling; he ad cocked back,

watching f or w olves, by which posi tion a man c an see bet ter in

the dar k. No house to g o to saf ely, tr aveled round till morning,

eating hoe c ake which W illiam had g iven me for supper; ne xt day

going ar ound to g et emplo yment. I thoug ht o f William, who is a

Christian pr eacher, and of the Christian pr eachers in Pennsylvania.

One watching f or w olves by nig ht, to r escue Vina and her thr ee

childr en fr om Christian lic entiousness; the other standing er ect in

open day, seeking the pr aise of men.

During the f our da ys waiting f or the impor tant Sunday morning, I

thor oughly sur veyed the r ocks and shoals o f the riv er fr om Flor ence

seven miles up, wher e will be m y place of depar tur e. General notic e

was taken of me as being a str anger, lur king ar ound. For tuna tel y

ther e are several small grist mills wi thin ten miles ar ound. N o

taverns her e, as in the N or th; an y plan terÕs house enter tains

tr avelers occasionally.

One nig ht I sta yed at a medical gentleman Õs, who is not a lar ge

planter; another nig ht at an ex-mag istr ateÕs house in South

FlorenceÑa Vir ginian b y bir thÑone o f the la te census takers; told

me tha t man y mor e persons c annot r ead and wri te than is r epor ted;

one fact, amongst man y others, tha t man y persons who do not kno w

the le t ters o f the alphabe t, have learned to wri te their o wn names;

such are generally repor ted readers and wri ters.

It being customar y for a str anger not to le ave the house e arly

in the morning wher e he has lodged, I w as under the ne cessity of

staying out all nig ht Satur day, to be able to me et Peter and Le vin,

which w as accomplishe d in due time. W hen w e approached, I gave

my signal f irst; imme diatel y the y gave theirs. I talk ed fr eely. LevinÕs
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voice, at f irst, e viden tl y tr embled. No wonder , for m y pr esence

univ ersally at tr acted at ten tion b y the lor ds of the land. Our

inter view w as less than one hour; the la ws were wri t ten. I to g o to

Cincinna ti to g et a r owing boa t and pr ovisions; a f irst class clipper

boat to g o wi th speed. To depar t fr om the plac e wher e the laws

were wri t ten, on Satur day nig ht o f the f irst o f Mar ch. I to me et one

of them a t the same plac e Thursda y nig ht, pr evious to the f our th

Satur day fr om the nig ht pr evious to the S unday when the la ws were

wri t ten. We to go down the T ennessee riv er to some plac e up the

Ohio, not y et decided on, in our r ow boat. Peter and Le vin ar e good

oarsmen. So am I. Telegraph station a t Tuscumbia, t welve miles

fr om the plan tation, also a t Paducah.

Came from Flor ence to her e Sunday nig ht by steamboat. Eastpor t

is in Mississippi. W aiting her e for a ste amboat to g o down; paying

one dollar a da y for boar d. Like other ta verns her e, the

wr etche dness is indescri bable; no pen, ink, paper or ne wspaper to

be had; onl y one r oom f or everybody, except the gambling r ooms. It

is dif f icult f or me to wri te. Vina in tends to g et a pass for Catharine

and herself f or the f irst Sunday in Mar ch.

The bank o f the riv er wher e I met Peter and Le vin is t wo miles

fr om the plan tation. I ha ve avoided saying I am fr om Philadelphia.

Also avoided talking about negr oes. I never talk ed so much about

milling bef ore. I consider most o f the tr ouble o ver, till I arriv e in a

fr ee State wi th m y cr ew, the f irst w eek in Mar ch; then will I ha ve

to be wiser than Christian serpen ts, and mor e cautious than do ves.

I do not c onsider i t safe to k eep this le t ter in m y possession, yet I

dare not put i t in the post-o ff ice here; ther e is so li t tle business in

these post-o ff ices that notic e might be tak en.

I am eviden tl y watche d; everybody knows me to be a miller . I may

wri te again when I g et to Cincinna ti, if I should ha ve time. The e x-

magistr ate, wi th whom I sta yed in South Flor ence, held thr ee hoursÕ

talk wi th me, e xclusiv e of our morning talk. I s a man of good general

inf orma tion; he w as exceeding ly inquisi tiv e. ÒI am from Cincinna ti,

former ly fr om the State of New York.Ó I had no opportuni ty to g et

20 | The Under ground Railr oad



anything to e at fr om seven oÕclock T uesday morning till six o Õclock

Wednesday evening, except the hoe c ake, and no sleep.

Florence is the he ad of navigation f or small ste amboats. Seven

miles, all the w ay up to m y place of depar tur e, is swif t w ater , and

rocky. Eight hundr ed miles to Cincinna ti. I f ound all things her e

as Peter told me, e xcept the distanc e of the riv er. South Flor ence

contains t wenty whi te families, thr ee warehouses of consider able

business, a post-o ff ice, but no school. M cKiernon is her e waiting f or

a steamboat to g o to N ew Or leans, so we are in company.

PRINCETON, GIBSON COUNTY, INDIANA, FEB. 18, 1851.

To Wm. Still:Ñ The plan is to g o to Canada, on the W abash,

opposi te Detr oi t. Ther e are four r outes to Canada. One thr ough

Illinois, c ommencing abo ve and below Alton; one thr ough to N or th

Indiana, and the Cincinna ti r oute, being the lar gest r oute in the

Uni ted States.

I in tende d to ha ve gone thr ough Pennsylvania, but the risk g oing

up the Ohio riv er has caused me to g o to Canada. Steamboat

tr aveling is univ ersally condemne d, thoug h many go in boa ts,

consequentl y many get lost. Going in a skif f is new, and is appr oved

of in m y case. After I arriv e at the mouth o f the T ennessee riv er, I

will g o up the Ohio se venty-f ive miles, to the mouth o f the W abash,

then up the W abash, for ty-f our miles to N ew Harmon y, wher e I shall

go ashore by nig ht, and go thir teen miles e ast, to Char les Grier , a

farmer , (color ed man), who will en ter tain us, and ne xt nig ht convey

us sixte en miles to D avid Stormon, ne ar Princ eton, who will tak e the

command, and I be r eleased.

David Stormon estima tes the e xpenses fr om his house to Canada,

at f or ty dollars, wi thout which, no sur e protection will be g iven.

They mig ht be instruc ted concerning the c ourse, and beg their w ay

thr ough wi thout mone y. If you wish to do wha t should be done, y ou

will send me f if ty dollars, in a le t ter , to Princ eton, Gi bson county,

Inda., so as to arriv e ther e by the 8th o f Mar ch. Eight days should be

estima ted for a let ter to arriv e from Philadelphia.

The mone y to be State Bank of Ohio, or S tate Bank, or N or thern
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Bank of Kentucky , or any other Eastern bank. Send no notes lar ger

than t wenty dollars.

Levi Coff in had no mone y for me. I paid t wenty dollars f or the

skif f. No mone y to g et back to P hiladelphia. I t w as not understood

that I w ould have to be at any expense seeking aid.

One half o f my time has be en used in tr ying to f ind persons to

assist, when I ma y arriv e on the Ohio riv er, in which I ha ve failed,

except Stormon.

Having no le t ter o f in tr oduc tion to S tormon fr om any sour ce, on

which I c ould full y rely, I tr aveled t wo hundr ed miles ar ound, to

f ind out his stabili ty. I have found man y Aboli tionists, ne arly all who

have made pr oposi tions, which themsel ves would not c ompl y wi th,

and nobod y else would. Alr eady I have tr aveled over thr ee thousand

miles. Tw o thousand and f our hundr ed by steamboat, t wo hundr ed

by railr oad, one hundr ed by stage, four hundr ed on f oot, f or ty-eig ht

in a skif f.

I have yet f ive hundr ed miles to g o to the plan tation, to c ommenc e

oper ations. I ha ve been t wo weeks on the de cks of steamboats,

thr ee nights out, t wo of which I g ot perf ectl y wet. I f I had had paper

money, as McKim desir ed, i t w ould ha ve been destr oyed. I have

not be en enter taine d gratis at any place except Stormon Õs. I had

one hundr ed and t wenty-six dollars when I lef t Philadelphia, one

hundr ed fr om you, t wenty-six mine.

Telegraphed to sta tion a t Evansville, thir ty-thr ee miles fr om

Stormon Õs, and at Vinclur eÕs, twenty-f ive miles fr om Stormon Õs. The

Wabash route is c onsider ed the saf est r oute. N o one has ever been

lost fr om Stormon Õs to Canada. Some have been lost be tween

Stormon Õs and the Ohio. The w olves have never suspected Stormon.

Your asking aid in mone y for a case proper ly belong ing east of Ohio,

is deteste d. If you have sent mone y to Cincinna ti, y ou should r ecall

it. I will ha ve no oppor tuni ty to use i t.

Seth Concklin, Princ eton, Gi bson county, Ind.

P.S. First o f April, will be about the time P eterÕs famil y will arriv e

opposi te Detr oi t. You should inf orm y ourself ho w to f ind them

ther e. I may have no oppor tuni ty.
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I will look pr omptl y for y our le t ter a t Princ eton, till the 10th o f

March, and long er if ther e should have been any delay by the mails.

In Mar ch, as contempla ted, Concklin arriv ed in I ndiana, at the

place designated, wi th PeterÕs wif e and thr ee childr en, and sent a

thrilling le t ter to the wri ter , por tr aying in the most vivid lig ht his

adventur ous f light fr om the hour the y lef t Alabama un til their arriv al

in I ndiana. I n this r epor t he sta ted, tha t inste ad of star ting e arly in

the morning, o wing to some unf oreseen delay on the par t o f the

famil y, they did not r each the designa ted place till to wards day,

which gr eatl y exposed them in passing a c ertain to wn which he had

hoped to avoid.

But as his br ave heart w as bent on pr osecuting his journe y

wi thout fur ther dela y, he conclude d to star t at all hazar ds,

not wi thstanding the dang ers he appr ehended fr om passing said

town b y daylight. For safety he endeavored to hide his fr eight by

having them all lie f lat do wn on the bot tom o f the skif f; covered

them wi th blank ets, concealing them fr om the ef fulg ent beams of

the early morning sun, or r ather fr om the ÒChristian W olvesÓ who

mig ht per chance espy him fr om the shor e in passing the to wn.

The wind ble w fearfull y. Concklin w as rowing her oically when

loud v oices from the shor e hailed him, but he w as utter ly deaf to the

sound. I mmediatel y one or t wo guns w ere fir ed in the dir ection o f

the skif f, but he he eded not this signif icant call; consequentl y her e

ended this dif f icult y. He supposed, as the wind w as blowing so har d,

those on shor e who haile d him must ha ve conclude d tha t he did not

hear them and tha t he me ant no disr espect in tr eating them wi th

seeming indif ference. Whilst man y str aits and gr eat dang ers had to

be passed, this w as the greatest bef ore reaching their destina tion.

But suf f ice it to sa y tha t the g lad tidings which this le t ter

containe d f ille d the br east of Peter wi th unut ter able delig ht and his

friends and r elations wi th w onder be yond degr ee.2 No fond wif e had

2. In some unaccountable manner this the last le t ter
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ever w aited wi th mor e long ing desir e for the r eturn o f her husband

than Peter had f or this blesse d news. All doubts had disappe ared,

and a well gr ounde d hope w as cherished tha t wi thin a f ew shor t

days Peter and his f ond wif e and childr en would be r euni ted in

Freedom on the Canada side, and tha t Concklin and the friends

would be r ejoicing wi th jo y unspeakable over this gr eat triumph. B ut

alas, before the f ew days had expir ed the subjoine d brief par agraph

of news was discovered in the morning Le dger.

RUNAWAY NEGROES CAUGHT.ÑAt Vincennes, Indiana, on

Satur day last, a whi te man and f our negr oes were arrested.

The negr oes belong to B. M cKiernon, o f South Flor ence,

Alabama, and the man who w as running them o ff calls

himself John H. Miller . The prisoners w ere taken char ge of

by the Marshall o f Evansville.Ñ April 9th .

How suddenl y these sad tidings turne d in to mourning and g loom

the hope and jo y of Peter and his r elativ es no pen could possi bly

descri be; at le ast the wri ter will not a t tempt i t her e, but will a t onc e

intr oduc e a witness who me t the noble Concklin and the pan ting

fug itiv es in Indiana and pr offered them sympa th y and advice. And it

may safely be said fr om a truer and mor e devoted friend o f the sla ve

they could not ha ve received counsel.

EVANSVILLE, INDIANA, MARCH 31st, 1851.

WM. STILL: Dear Sir ,ÑOn last T uesday I maile d a let ter to

you, wri t ten b y Seth Concklin. I pr esume you have received

that le t ter . It gave an account o f his r escue of the famil y

of your br other . If tha t is the last ne ws you have had fr om

them, I ha ve very painful in tellig ence for y ou. They passed

on fr om near Princ eton, wher e I saw them and had a length y

Concklin e ver penne d, perhaps, has been unf or tuna tel y

lost.
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in ter view wi th them, up nor th, I think t wenty-thr ee miles

above Vincennes, Ind., wher e they were seized by a party of

men, and lodg ed in jail. T elegraphic dispa tches w ere sent all

thr ough the South. I ha ve since learned tha t the Marshall o f

Evansville r eceived a dispatch fr om Tuscumbia, to look out

for them. B y some means, he and the master , so says repor t,

went to V incennes and claime d the fug itiv es, chained Mr .

Concklin and hurrie d all o ff. Mr . Concklin wr ote to Mr . David

Stormon, Princ eton, as soon as he w as cast in to prison, to

f ind bail. So soon as w e got the le t ter and c ould g et o ff,

two of us were about set ting o ff to r ender all possi ble aid,

when w e were told the y all had passed, a few hours bef ore,

thr ough Princ eton, Mr . Concklin in chains. W hat kind o f

process was had, if any, I know not. I imme diatel y came

down to this plac e, and learned tha t the y had been put on a

boat at 3 P.M. I did not arriv e until 6. N ow all hopes o f their

recovery are gone. No case ever so enliste d my sympathies. I

had seen Mr . Concklin in Cincinna ti. I had g iven him aid and

counsel. I happene d to see them af ter the y landed in I ndiana.

I heard Peter and Le vin tell their tale o f suf fering, she d tears

of sorr ow for them all; but no w, since they have fallen a pr ey

to the unmer ciful blood-hounds o f this sta te, and have again

been dr agged back to unr elenting bondag e, I am entir ely

unmanne d. And poor Concklin! I f ear for him. W hen he is

dragged back to Alabama, I f ear the y will g o far be yond the

utmost rig or o f the la w, and vent their sa vage cruelt y upon

him. I t is wi th pain I ha ve to c ommunic ate these things. B ut

you may not he ar them fr om him. I c ould not g et to se e him

or them, as V incennes is about thir ty miles fr om Princ eton,

wher e I was when I heard of the c aptur e.

I tak e pleasure in sta ting tha t, according to the le t ter he

(Concklin ) wr ote to Mr . D. Stewart, Mr . Concklin did not

abandon them, but risk ed his own li ber ty to save them. H e

was not wi th them when the y were taken; but w ent
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after wards to tak e them out o f jail upon a wri t o f Habeas

Corpus, when the y seized him too and lodg ed him in prison.

I wri te in much haste. I f I c an learn any mor e facts of

impor tanc e, I may wri te you. If you desir e to he ar fr om

me again, or if y ou should le arn any thing spe cif ic fr om

Mr . Concklin, be ple ased to wri te me at Cincinna ti, wher e

I expect to be in a shor t time. I f curious to kno w your

corr esponden t, I ma y say I w as former ly Edi tor o f the ÒNew

Concord Free Press,Ó Ohio. I only add tha t every case of

this kind onl y tends to mak e me abhor m y (no!) this countr y

mor e and mor e. It is the De vilÕs Governmen t, and God will

destr oy i t.

Yours f or the sla ve, N.R. JOHNSTON.

P.S. I broke open this le t ter to wri te you some mor e. The

foregoing pages were wri t ten at nig ht. I expected to mail

it ne xt morning bef ore leaving Evansville; but the boa t f or

which I w as waiting c ame down about thr ee in the morning;

so I had to hurr y on boar d, bring ing the le t ter along. As

it no w is I am not sorr y, for c oming do wn, on m y way to

St. Louis, as far as Paducah, ther e I learned fr om a color ed

man at the wharf tha t, tha t same day, in the morning, the

master and the famil y of fug itiv es arriv ed off the boa t, and

had then g one on their journe y to T uscumbia, but tha t the

Òwhite man Ó (Mr. Concklin ) had Ògot away fr om them,Ó about

twelve miles up the riv er. It seems he got o ff the boa t some

way, near or a t Smi thland, K y., a town at the mouth o f the

Cumber land River. I pr esume the r epor t is true, and hope

he will f inall y escape, thoug h I w as also told tha t the y were

in pursui t o f him. W ould tha t the others had also esc aped.

Peter and Le vin c ould ha ve done so, I think, if the y had had

resolution. One o f them r ode a horse, he not tie d ei ther ,

behind the c oach in which the others w ere. He follo wed

apparentl y Òconten ted and happ y.Ó From r epor t, the y told

their master , and even their pursuers, bef ore the master
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came, that Concklin had de coyed them a way, they coming

unwilling ly. I wri te on a very unste ady boat.

Yours, N.R. JOHNSTON.

A repor t f ound i ts w ay in to the papers to the ef fect tha t ÒMiller,Ó the

whi te man arr ested in c onnection wi th the c aptur e of the famil y,

was found dr owned, wi th his hands and f eet in chains and his skull

fr actur ed. It pr oved, as his friends f eared, to be Seth Concklin. And

in ir ons, upon the riv er bank, ther e is no doubt he w as buried.

In this dr eadful hour one sad dut y still r emained to be perf orme d.

Up to this momen t the t wo sisters w ere totall y ignor ant o f their

brotherÕs wher eabouts. Not the f irst whisper o f his de ath had

reached them. B ut the y must no w be made acquain ted wi th all

the fac ts in the c ase. According ly an in ter view w as arranged for a

meeting, and the dut y of conveying this painful in tellig ence to one

of the sisters, Mrs. S upple e, devolved upon Mr . McKim. And most

tender ly and consider atel y did he perf orm his mournful task.

Althoug h a woman of ner ve, and a true friend to the sla ve, an

earnest w orker and a li beral giver in the F emale Anti-Sla very

Society, for a time she w as overwhelme d by the in tellig ence of

her br otherÕs death. As soon as possible, however, thr ough very

great ef for t, she contr olled her emotions, and c almly expr essed

herself as being full y resigned to the a wful e vent. Not a w ord of

complain t had she to mak e because she had not be en apprise d of his

movements; but said r epeatedly, that, had she kno wn ever so much

of his in ten tions, she w ould ha ve been totall y powerless in opposing

him if she had f elt so dispose d, and as an illustr ation o f the true

character o f the man, fr om his bo yhood up to the da y he die d for his

fellow-man, she r elated his eventful c areer, and recalled a number

of instanc es of his her oic and daring de eds for others, sacrif icing

his time and o ften periling his lif e in the c ause of those who he

consider ed were suffering gr oss wrongs and oppr ession. Hence, she

conclude d, tha t i t w as only natur al for him in this c ase to have taken

the steps he did. N ow and then o verf lowing te ars would obstruc t

this de eply thrilling and most r emarkable stor y she was telling o f
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her br other , but her memor y seemed quick ened by the sadness of

the oc casion, and she w as enabled to r ecall vividl y the chief e vents

connected wi th his past histor y. Thus his agency in this mo vement,

which c ost him his lif e, could r eadily enoug h be accounted for, and

the individuals who listene d at ten tiv ely to the stor y were prepared

to full y appr eciate his char acter , for, prior to o ffering his ser vices in

this mission, he had be en a stranger to them.

The follo wing e xtr act, tak en fr om a let ter o f a subsequent date,

in addi tion to the abo ve let ter , thr ows still fur ther lig ht upon the

heart-r ending af fair , and shows Mr . Johnston Õs deep sympath y wi th

the suf ferers and the oppr essed generallyÑ

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM REV. N.R.
JOHNSTON.

My heart ble eds when I think o f those poor , hunted and

heart-br oken fug itiv es, thoug h a most in ter esting famil y,

taken back to bondag e ten-f old w orse than E gyptian. And

then poor Concklin! H ow my heart expanded in lo ve to him,

as he told me his ad ventur es, his trials, his toils, his f ears and

his hopes! Af ter he aring all, and then se eing and c ommuning

wi th the famil y, now joyful in hopes o f soon seeing their

husband and fa ther in the land o f fr eedom; no w in terr or

lest the human blood-hounds should be a t their he els, I

felt as thoug h I could la y down m y lif e in the c ause of the

oppr essed. In tha t hour or t wo of in ter course wi th PeterÕs

famil y, my heart w armed wi th lo ve to them. I ne ver saw

mor e inter esting y oung men. The y would mak e Remonds or

Douglasses, if they had the same oppor tuni ties.

While I w as with them, I w as elated wi th jo y at their

escape, and yet, when I he ard their tale o f woe, especiall y

that o f the mother , I could not suppr ess tears of deepest

emotion.

28 | The Under ground Railr oad



My joy was short-liv ed. Soon I heard of their c aptur e. The

telegr aph had been the me ans of their being claime d. I could

have torn do wn all the telegr aph wir es in the land. I t w as a

str ange dispensation o f Providenc e.

On Satur day the sad ne ws of their c aptur e came to m y

ears. We had resolved to g o to their aid on M onday, as the

trial w as set f or Thursda y. On Sabbath, I spok e fr om Psalm

xii. 5. ÒFor the oppr ession of the poor , for the sig hing o f

the ne edy, now will I arise, Ó saith the Lor d: ÒI will set him

in safety fr om him tha t puf feth at (fr om them tha t w ould

enslave) him.Ó When on M onday morning I le arned tha t the

fug itiv es had passed thr ough the plac e on Sabbath, and

Concklin in chains, pr obably at the v ery time I w as speaking

on the subje ct r eferr ed to, m y heart sank wi thin me. And

even yet, I c annot but e xclaim, when I think o f i tÑO , Father!

how long er e Thou wilt arise to a venge the wr ongs of the

poor sla ve! Indeed, my dear br other , His ways are very

mysterious. W e have the c onsolation, ho wever, to kno w tha t

all is f or the best. Our R edeemer does all things w ell. When

He hung upon the cr oss, His poor br oken hearted disciples

could not understand the pr ovidenc e; it w as a dark time to

them; and y et tha t w as an event tha t w as fraught wi th mor e

joy to the w or ld than an y tha t has occurr ed or c ould oc cur .

Let us stand a t our post and w ait GodÕs time. Le t us have on

the whole armor o f God, and f ight f or the rig ht, kno wing,

that thoug h we may fall in ba t tle, the vic tor y will be ours,

sooner or la ter .

* * * * *

May God lead you in to all truth, and sustain y ou in y our

labors, and fulf ill y our pr ayers and hopes. Adieu.

N.R. JOHNSTON.
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LETTERS FROM LEVI COFFIN.

The follo wing le t ters on the subje ct w ere received fr om the un tiring

and devoted friend o f the sla ve, Levi Coff in, who f or man y years

had occupie d in Cincinna ti a similar posi tion to tha t o f Thomas

Garret t in Dela ware, a sentinel and w atchman c ommissione d of God

to suc cor the f leeing bondmanÑ

CINCINNATI, 4TH M O., 10TH, 1851.

FRIEND WM. STILL:ÑWe have sorr owful ne ws fr om our

friend Concklin, thr ough the papers and other wise. I

received a let ter a f ew days ago fr om a friend ne ar Princ eton,

Ind., stating tha t Concklin and the f our slaves are in prison in

Vincennes, and tha t their trial w ould c ome on in a f ew days.

He states tha t the y rowed seven days and nig hts in the skif f,

and got safe to H armon y, Ind., on the W abash river, thenc e

to Princ eton, and w ere conveyed to V incennes by friends,

wher e they were taken. The papers sta te, tha t the y were all

given up to the Marshal o f Evansville, I ndiana.

We have telegr aphed to dif ferent poin ts, to tr y to g et

some inf orma tion c oncerning them, but faile d. The last

inf orma tion is publishe d in the Times of yesterday, thoug h

qui te inc orr ect in the par ticulars o f the c ase. Inclosed is the

slip c ontaining i t. I f ear all is o ver in r egard to the fr eedom

of the sla ves. If the last ac count be true, w e have some hope

that Concklin will esc ape fr om those blood y t yrants. I cannot

descri be my feelings on he aring this sad in tellig ence. I feel

ashamed to o wn m y countr y. Oh! what shall I sa y. Surely a

God of justic e will a venge the wr ongs of the oppr essed.

Thine f or the poor sla ve,

LEVI COFFIN.

N.B.ÑIf thou hast an y inf orma tion, ple ase wri te me

for th wi th.

CINCINNATI, 5TH M O., 11TH, 1851.
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WM. STILL:Ñ Dear Friend ÑThy let ter o f 1st inst., came dul y

to hand, but not being able to g ive any fur ther inf orma tion

concerning our friend, Concklin, I thoug ht best to w ait a

li t tle bef ore I wr ote, still hoping to le arn some thing mor e

def ini te concerning him.

We that became acquain ted wi th Seth Concklin and his

hazardous enterprises (her e at Cincinna ti ), who w ere very

few, have felt in tense and ine xpr essible anxie ty about them.

And par ticular ly about poor Se th, sinc e we heard of his

falling in to the hands o f the t yrants. I f ear tha t he has fallen

a victim to their inhuman thirst f or blood.

I seriousl y doubt the rumor , that he had made his esc ape.

I fear tha t he w as sacrif iced.

Language would fail to e xpr ess my feelings; the in tense

and deep anxiety I f elt about them f or w eeks before I heard

of their c aptur e in I ndiana, and then i t seemed too much

to be ar. O! my heart almost ble eds when I think o f i t. The

hopes of the de ar famil y all blaste d by the wr etche d blood-

hounds in human shape. And poor Se th, af ter all his toil,

and dangerous, shrewd and wise manag ement, and almost

unheard of adventur es, the many narr ow and almost

mir aculous escapes. Then to be g iven up to I ndianians, to

these f iendish t yrants, to be sacrif iced. O! Shame, Shame!!

My heart aches, my eyes fill wi th te ars, I cannot wri te

mor e. I cannot d well long er on this painful subje ct no w.

If you get any in tellig ence, please inform me. F riend N .R.

Johnston, who took so much in ter est in them, and sa w them

just bef ore they were taken, has just r eturne d to the ci ty. He

is a minister o f the Co venanter or der. He is trul y a lovely

man, and his he art is full o f the milk o f humani ty; one of

our best An ti-Sla very spiri ts. I spen t last e vening wi th him.

He related the whole stor y to me as he had i t fr om friend

Concklin and the mother and childr en, and then the stor y of

their c aptur e. We wept tog ether . He found th y let ter when

he got her e.
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He said he would wri te the whole histor y to the e in a few

days, as far as he could. H e can tell i t much be t ter than I c an.

Concklin lef t his c arpet sack and clothes her e wi th me,

except a shir t or t wo he took wi th him. W hat shall I do

wi th them ? For if w e do not he ar fr om him soon, w e must

conclude tha t he is lost, and the r epor t o f his escape all a

hoax.

Trul y th y friend,

LEVI COFFIN.

Stunning and disc our aging as this horri ble ending w as to all

concerned, and serious as the ma t ter look ed in the e yes of PeterÕs

friends wi th r egard to PeterÕs famil y, he could not f or a momen t

abandon the ide a of r escuing them fr om the ja ws of the destr oyer.

But most f ormidable dif f iculties stood in the w ay of opening

corr espondenc e wi th r eliable persons in Alabama. I ndeed i t seemed

impossi ble to f ind a mer chant, lawyer, doctor , planter or minister ,

who w as not too c omple tel y in ter link ed wi th slavery to be r elied

upon to manag e a negotia tion o f this na tur e. Whilst w aiting and

hoping f or some thing fa vorable to turn up, the subjoine d let ter

fr om the o wner o f PeterÕs famil y was received and is her e inser ted

precisely as it w as wri t ten, spelle d and punc tuatedÑ

McKIERNON’S LETTER.

SOUTH FLORENCE ALA 6 Augest 1851

Mr WILLIAM STILL No 31 North F ifth str eet Philadelphia

Sir a f ew days sinc mr Le wis Thar enton o f Tuscumbia Ala

shewed me a let ter da ted 6 June 51 from Cincinna ti signd

samuel Lewis in behalf o f a Negro man by the name o f peter

Gist who inf orme d the wri ter o f the Le t ter tha t you ware

his br other and wishe d an answer to be dir ected to y ou as

he peter w ould be in philadelphi. the obje ct o f the le t ter
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was to pur chis fr om me 4 N egros that is pe ters wif e & 3

childr en 2 sons & 1 Girl the N ame of said Negres are the

woman Viney the (mother ) Eldest son pe ter 21 or 2 years old

second son Le ven 19 or 20 years 1 Girl about 13 or 14 years

old. the H usband & Father o f these pe ople onc e Belonged to

a relation o f mine b y the name o f Gist no wDecest & some

few years since he peter w as sold to a man b y the N ame

of Freedman who r emoved to cincinna ti ohio & T uck pe ter

wi th him o f course pe ter be came fr ee by the v olentar y act o f

the master some time last mar ch a whi te man b y the name

of Miller apper d in the nabour hood & abduc ted the bo ve

negroes was caut at vinc anes Indi wi th said negr oes & was

thar e convicted of steling & r emanded back to Ala to Abide

the penalt y of the la w & on his r eturn me t his Just r eward by

Get ting dr ownde d at the mouth o f cumber land River on the

ohio in a t tempting to mak e his escape I recovered & Braught

Back said 4 negroes or as You would say coular d people

under the Belief tha t pe ter the H usband w as accessory to

the o ffence thar eby put ting me to much Expense & T ruble to

the am t $1000 which if he g ets them he or his F riends must

refund these 4 negr oes are wor th in the mar ket about 4000

for the a are Extr aordinar y f ine & lik ely & but f or the fac t o f

Elopemen t I w ould not tak e 8000 Dollars f or them but as the

thing no w stands y ou can say to pe ter & his ne w disc overed

Relations in P hiladelphia I will tak e 5000 f or the 4 culer d

people & if this will sui te him & he c an raise the mone y I will

delever to him or his ag ent at paduc a at mouth o f Tennessee

riv er said negr oes but the mone y must be Depose ted in the

Hands of some r espectabl person a t paduc a before I remove

the pr oper ty i t w old not be saf e for pe ter to c ome to this

counter y wri te me a line on r ecpt o f this & le t me Kno w

peters vie ws on the abo ve

I am Yours &c B. M cKIERNON

N B say to pe ter to wri te & le t me Kno w his vie wes
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amediatel y as I am determine d to ac t in a w ay if he don Õt take

this o ffer he will ne ver have an other opper tuni ty

B McKIERNON

WM. STILL’S ANSWER.

PHIL ADELPHIA, Aug. 16th, 1851.

To B. McKIERNON, ESQ.: SirÑI have received your le t ter

fr om South Flor ence, Ala., under date of the 6th inst. T o say

that i t took me b y surprise, as w ell as afforded me ple asure,

for which I f eel to be v ery much indebte d to y ou, is no

mor e than true. I n r egard to y our inf orman ts of myselfÑMr .

Thorn ton, o f Ala., and Mr . Samuel Lewis, of Cincinna tiÑto

them both I am a str anger. However, I am the br other o f

Peter , referr ed to, and wi th the fac t o f his having a wif e

and thr ee childr en in y our ser vice I am also familiar . This

brother , Peter , I have only had the ple asure of kno wing f or

the brief spac e of one y ear and thir teen days, althoug h he is

now past f or ty and I t wenty-nine y ears of age. Time will not

allow me at pr esent, or I should g ive you a detaile d account

of how Peter be came a slave, the f or ty long y ears which

inter vened between the time he w as kidnapped, when a bo y,

being onl y six years of age, and his arriv al in this ci ty, from

Alabama, one year and f our teen days ago, when he w as re-

uni ted to his mother , five brothers and thr ee sisters.

None but a fa therÕs heart c an fathom the anguish and

sorr ows felt b y Peter during the man y vicissi tudes thr ough

which he has passe d. He looked back to his bo yhood and saw

himself sna tche d fr om the tender embr aces of his par ents

and home to be made a sla ve for lif e.

During all his prime da ys he was in the fai thful and

constan t ser vice of those who had no just claim upon him.

In the me anwhile he marrie d a wif e, who bor e him ele ven
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childr en, the gr eater par t o f whom w ere emancipa ted fr om

the tr oubles of lif e by death, and thr ee only sur vived. To

them and his wif e he was devoted. Indeed I have never seen

at tachmen t between parents and childr en, or husband and

wif e, more entir e than w as manifested in the c ase of Peter .

Thr ough these man y years of servitude, Peter w as sold

and r esold, fr om one State to another , from one o wner to

another , till he r eached the f or ty-nin th y ear of his age, when,

in a good Providenc e, thr ough the kindness o f a friend and

the sw eat o f his br ow, he regained the God-g iven blessings

of li ber ty. He eagerly sought his par ents and home wi th all

possible speed and pains, when, to his he artÕs joy, he found

his r elativ es.

Your pr esent humble c orr esponden t is the y oungest of

PeterÕs brothers, and the f irst one o f the famil y he saw af ter

arriving in this par t o f the c ountr y. I think y ou could not

fail to be in ter ested in he aring ho w w e became known to

each other , and the pr oof of our being br others, e tc., all

of which I should be most g lad to r elate, but time will not

permi t me to do so. The ne ws of this w onderful oc curr ence,

of Peter f inding his kindr ed, was published qui te extensiv ely,

shor tl y after wards, in various ne wspapers, in this quar ter ,

which ma y account f or the fac t o f ÒMillerÕsÓ knowledge of

the wher eabouts o f the Òfugitiv es.Ó Let me say, it is m y f irm

conviction tha t no one had an y hand in persuading ÒMillerÓ

to go down fr om Cincinna ti, or an y other plac e, after the

famil y. As glad as I should be, and as much as I w ould do f or

the li beration o f PeterÕs famil y (now no long er young), and

his thr ee ÒlikelyÓ children, in whom he prides himself Ñho w

much, if y ou are a father , you can imagine; yet I w ould not,

and could not, think o f persuading an y friend to peril his lif e,

as would be the c ase, in an err and of tha t kind.

As regards the pric e fixed upon b y you for the famil y, I

must say I do not think i t possi ble to r aise half tha t amoun t,

thoug h Peter a uthoriz ed me to sa y he would g ive you
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twenty-f ive hundr ed for them. Pr obably he is not as w ell

aware as I am, how dif f icult i t is to r aise so large a sum of

money fr om the public. The applic ations f or such obje cts

are so frequent among us in the N or th, and ha ve always

been so li berally met, tha t i t is no w onder if man y get tir ed

of being c alled upon. T o be sure some of us br others o wn

some pr oper ty, but no gr eat amoun t; certainl y not enoug h

to enable us to be ar so gr eat a bur den. Mother o wns a small

farm in N ew Jersey, on which she has liv ed for ne arly for ty

years, fr om which she deriv es her suppor t in her old ag e.

This small farm c ontains be tween for ty and f if ty acres, and

is the frui t o f my fatherÕs toil. Tw o of my br others o wn small

places also, but the y have young families, and c onsequentl y

consume ne arly as much as the y make, wi th the e xception o f

adding some impr ovements to their plac es.

For m y own par t, I am emplo yed as a clerk for a living,

but m y salary is qui te too limi ted to enable me to c ontri bute

any great amoun t to wards so large a sum as is demanded.

Thus you see how w e are situated f inanciall y. We have plenty

of friends, but li t tle mone y. Now, sir, allow me to mak e an

appeal to y our humani ty, althoug h we are aware of your

power to hold as pr oper ty those poor sla ves, mother ,

daughter and t wo sons,Ñtha t in no par t o f the Uni ted States

could the y escape and be secur e fr om your

claimÑne vertheless, w ould y our understanding, y our he art,

or y our c onscienc e reprove you, should y ou r estor e to them,

wi thout pric e, that dear fr eedom, which is theirs b y rig ht

of natur e, or w ould y ou not f eel a satisfac tion in so doing

which all the w ealth o f the w or ld could not e qual? At all

events, could y ou not so r educe the pric e as to place it in the

power of PeterÕs relativ es and friends to r aise the me ans for

their pur chase? At f irst, I doubt not, but tha t you will think

my appeal very unr easonable; but, sir , serious r ef lection will

decide, whe ther the mone y demande d by you, after all, will

be of as great a benef it to y ou, as the satisfac tion y ou would
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f ind in besto wing so gr eat a favor upon those whose en tir e

happiness in this lif e depends mainl y upon y our de cision

in the ma t ter . If the en tir e famil y cannot be pur chased or

fr eed, what c an Vina and her da ughter be pur chased for?

Hoping, sir , to he ar fr om you, at your e arliest c onvenienc e, I

subscri be myself,

Your obe dien t ser vant, WM. STILL.

To B. McKiernon, Esq.

No reply to this le t ter w as ever r eceived fr om M cKiernon. The c ause

of his r etic ence can be as well conjectur ed by the r eader as the

wri ter .

Time will not admi t o f fur ther de tails kindr ed to this narr ativ e.

The lif e, strugg les, and success of Peter and his famil y were ably

brought bef ore the public in the ÒKidnappe d and the Ransome d,Ó

being the personal r ecollections o f Peter Still and his wif e ÒVina,Ó

after f or ty years of slavery, by Mrs. Kate E.R. Pickard; wi th an

intr oduc tion b y Rev. Samuel J. May, and an appendix b y William H.

Furness, D.D., in 1856. But, o f course i t w as not pruden t or saf e, in

the days of Slavery, to publish such fac ts as are now br ought to lig ht;

all such had to be k ept c oncealed in the br easts of the fug itiv es and

their friends.

PETER STILL

THE KIDNAPPED AND RANSOMED.
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CHARITY STILL

TWICE ESCAPED FROM SLAVERY.

The follo wing brief sk etch, touching the separ ation o f Peter and

his mother , will f itl y illustr ate this poin t, and at the same time

explain c ertain m ysteries which ha ve been hi ther to k ept hiddenÑ

THE SEPARATION.

With r egard to PeterÕs separation fr om his mother , when a li t tle

boy, in f ew w ords, the fac ts w ere these: His parents, Levin and

Sidney, were both sla ves on the Eastern Shor e of Mar yland. ÒI will

die bef ore I submi t to the y oke,Ó was the declaration o f his fa ther

to his y oung master bef ore either w as twenty-one y ears of age.

Consequentl y he was allowed to bu y himself a t a very low f igur e,

and he paid the r equir ed sum and obtaine d his Òfree papersÓ when

qui te a young manÑthe y oung wif e and mother r emaining in sla very

under Saunders Grif f in, as also her childr en, the la t ter ha ving

incr eased to the number o f four , two li t tle bo ys and t wo li t tle g ir ls.

But to esc ape fr om chains, stripes, and bondag e, she took her f our

li t tle childr en and f led to a plac e near Greenwich, N ew Jersey. Not

a great while, ho wever, did she r emain ther e in a state o f fr eedom

before the slave-hun ters pursue d her , and one nig ht the y pounc ed

upon the whole famil y, and, wi thout judg e or jur y, hurrie d them all
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back to sla very. Whether this w as kidnapping or not is f or the r eader

to de cide f or himself.

Safe back in the hands o f her o wner , to pr event her fr om escaping

a second time, e very nig ht f or about thr ee months she w as

cautiousl y Òkept lock ed up in the garr et,Ó until, as the y supposed,

she was full y Òcur ed of the desir e to do so again.Ó But she w as

incur able. She had been a wi tness to the fac t tha t her o wn fa therÕs

brains had been blown out b y the dischar ge of a heavily loaded

gun, deli beratel y aimed at his he ad by his drunk en master . She only

needed half a chanc e to mak e still gr eater strugg les than e ver f or

fr eedom.

She had great fai th in God, and f ound much solac e in sing ing

some of the g ood old M ethodist tunes, b y day and nig ht. Her owner ,

observing this appar entl y tr anquil sta te o f mind, indic ating tha t she

Òseemed bet ter c onten ted than e ver,Ó conclude d tha t i t w as safe to

let the garr et door r emain unlock ed at nig ht. Not man y weeks were

allowed to pass bef ore she resolved to again mak e a bold strik e for

fr eedom. This time she had to le ave the t wo li t tle bo ys, Levin and

Peter , behind.

On the nig ht she star ted she went to the be d wher e they were

sleeping, kissed them, and, c onsigning them in to the hands o f God,

bade her mother g ood-b ye, and wi th her t wo li t tle g ir ls wended

her w ay again to B ur lington Coun ty, New Jersey, but to a dif ferent

neighbor hood fr om tha t wher e she had been seized. She changed

her name to Chari ty, and succeeded in again joining her husband,

but, alas, wi th the he art-br eaking thoug ht tha t she had be en

compelle d to le ave her t wo li t tle bo ys in slavery and one o f the li t tle

gir ls on the r oad for the fa ther to g o back af ter . Thus she began lif e

in fr eedom anew.

Levin and Peter , eight and six y ears of age respectiv ely, were now

lef t at the mer cy of the enr aged owner , and were soon hurrie d off

to a Southern mar ket and sold, while their mother , for whom the y

were daily weeping, w as they knew not wher e. They were too y oung

to kno w tha t the y were slaves, or to understand the na tur e of the

aff lic ting separ ation. Sixte en years before PeterÕs return, his older
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brother (Le vin) died a slave in the S tate o f Alabama, and was buried

by his sur viving br other , Peter .

No idea other than tha t the y had been ÒkidnappedÓ from their

mother e ver enter ed their minds; nor had the y any knowledge of

the State fr om whenc e they supposed the y had been taken, the last

names of their mother and fa ther , or wher e they were born. On the

other hand, the mother w as aware that the saf ety of herself and

her r escued childr en depende d on k eeping the whole tr ansaction a

stric t famil y secret. During the f or ty years of separation, e xcept t wo

or thr ee Quaker friends, including the de voted friend o f the sla ve,

Benjamin Lund y, it is doubtful whe ther an y other individuals w ere

let in to the se cret o f her sla ve lif e. And when the ac count g iven of

PeterÕs return, e tc., w as published in 1850, it le d some of the famil y

to appr ehend serious dang er fr om the par tial r evelation o f the e arly

condi tion o f the mother , especiall y as it w as about the time tha t the

Fugitiv e Slave law was passed.

Hence, the author o f ÒThe Kidnappe d and the Ransome dÓ was

compelle d to omi t these dang erous facts, and had to c onf ine herself

stric tl y to the Òpersonal r ecollections o f Peter StillÓ with r egard to

his being Òkidnapped.Ó Likewise, in the sk etch o f Seth Concklin Õs

eventful lif e, wri t ten b y Dr. W.H. Furness, f or similar r easons he

felt oblig ed to mak e but bar e reference to his w onderful ag ency in

relation to P eterÕs famil y, althoug h he w as full y aware of all the fac ts

in the c ase.
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Underground Rail Road
Letters

Here are intr oduced a few out o f a very large number o f in ter esting

let ters, designe d for other par ts of the book as oc casion may

requir e. All let ters will be g iven pr ecisely as they were wri t ten b y

their r espectiv e authors, so tha t ther e may be no appar ent r oom f or

charging the wri ter wi th par tial c olorings in an y instanc e. Indeed,

the orig inals, however ungr ammatic ally wri t ten or err oneously

spelt, in their na tiv e simplici ty possess such beaut y and force as

corr ections and addi tions c ould not possi bly enhanceÑ

LETTER FROM THOMAS GARRETT
(U.G.R.R. DEPOT).

WILMIN GTON, 3mo. 23d, 1856.

DEAR FRIEND, WILLIAM STILL:Ñ Since I wr ote the e this morning

inf orming the e of the saf e arriv al of the Eig ht fr om Norf olk, H arr y

Craige has informe d me, tha t he has a man fr om Delaware that he

proposes to tak e along, who arriv ed sinc e noon. H e will tak e the

man, woman and t wo childr en fr om her e wi th him, and the f our men

will g et in a t Mar cus Hook. Thee may take Harr y Craige by the hand

as a brother , true to the c ause; he is one of our most ef f icien t aids on

the Rail Road, and wor th y of full c onf idenc e. May the y all be favored

to get on saf e. The woman and thr ee childr en are no common stock.

I assure thee finer spe cimens o f humani ty are seldom me t wi th. I

hope herself and childr en may be enabled to f ind her husband, who

has been absent some y ears, and the r est of their da ys be happy

together .
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I am, as ever, thy friend,

THOS. GARRETT.

LETTER FROM MISS G.A. LEWIS
(U.G.R.R. DEPOT).

KIMBERTON, October 28th, 1855.

ESTEEMED FRIEND;ÑThis evening a company of eleven friends

reached her e, having lef t their homes on the nig ht o f the 26th inst.

They came into W ilmington, about ten o Õclock on the morning o f

the 27th, and lef t ther e, in the to wn, their t wo carriag es, drawn

by t wo horses. They went to Thomas Garr et tÕs by open day-lig ht

and fr om thenc e were sent hastil y onward for f ear of pursui t. They

reached Long wood me eting-house in the e vening, at which plac e a

Fair Cir cle had c onvened, and stayed a while in the me eting, then,

after r emaining all nig ht wi th one o f the K ennet friends, the y were

brought to Do wningto wn early in the morning, and fr om thenc e, by

daylight, to wi thin a shor t distanc e of this plac e.

They come fr om New Chester town, wi thin f ive miles o f the plac e

fr om which the nine la tel y forwarded came, and lef t behind them

a color ed woman who kne w of their in tende d f light and o f their

inten tion o f passing thr ough Wilmington and le aving their horses

and carriag es ther e.

I have been thus par ticular in m y statemen t, because the c ase

seems to us one o f unusual dang er. We have separated the c ompany

for the pr esent, sending a mother and f ive childr en, two of them

qui te small, in one dir ection, and a husband and wif e and thr ee lads

in another , until I c ould wri te to y ou and get advice if you have any

to g ive, as to the best me thod o f forwarding them, and assistanc e

pecuniaril y, in get ting them to Canada. The mother and childr en we

have sent o ff of the usual r oute, and to a plac e wher e I do not think

they can remain man y days.
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We shall await hearing fr om you. H. Kimber will be in the ci ty on

thir d day, the 30th, and an y thing lef t at 408 Gr een Str eet dir ected

to his c are, will me et wi th pr ompt a t ten tion.

Please give me again the dir ection o f Hir am Wilson and the friend

in Elmir a, Mr. Jones, I think. I f you have heard fr om any of the nine

since their saf e arriv al, please let us kno w when y ou wri te.

Very Respectfull y,

G.A. LEWIS.

2d day morning, 29th .ÑThe person who took the husband and wif e

and thr ee lads to E.F. Pennypecker, and Peart, has r eturne d and

repor ts tha t L. Peart sent thr ee on to N orristo wn. We fear tha t ther e

they will fall in to the hands o f an ignor ant color ed man Daniel Ross,

and tha t he ma y not understand the ne cessity of caution. W ill y ou

please wri te to some c areful person ther e? The woman and childr en

detaine d in this neig hbor hood ar e a very helpless set. Our plan w as

to assist them as much as possi ble, and when w e get things in to

the pr oper tr ain for sending them on, to g et the assistanc e of the

husband and wif e, who have no childr en, but ar e uncle and a unt

to the w oman wi th f ive, in taking wi th them one o f the y ounger

childr en, leaving f ewer f or the mother . Of the lads, or y oung men,

ther e is also one whom w e thoug ht capable of accompanying one

of the older g ir lsÑone to whom he is pa ying at ten tion, the y told us.

Would i t not be the best w ay to g et those in N orristo wn under y our

own c are? It seems to me their being sen t on c ould then be be t ter

arr anged. This, however, is only a suggestion,

Hastil y yours,

G.A. LEWIS.

LETTER FROM E.L. STEVENS, ESQ.

(The reader will in terpr et f or himself.)

WASHINGTON, D.C., July 11th, 1858.

MY DEAR SIR:ÑSusan Bell lef t her e yesterday wi th the child o f
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her r elativ e, and since leaving I ha ve thoug ht, per haps, you had not

the addr ess of the g entleman in S yracuse wher e the child is to be

taken for me dical tr eatmen t, etc. H is name is Dr . H.B. Wil bur . A

woman living wi th him is a most e xcellent nurse and will tak e a

deep in ter est in the child, which, no doubt, will under Pr ovidenc e

be the me ans of i ts comple te r estor ation to he alth. Be kind enoug h

to inf orm me whe ther Susan is wi th y ou, and if she is g ive her

the pr oper dir ection. Ten packageswere sent to y our addr ess last

evening, one o f them belongs to S usan, and she had bet ter r emain

wi th y ou till she g ets i t, as it may not ha ve come to hand. S usan

thoug ht she w ould g o to H arrisbur g when she lef t her e and stay

over Sunday, if so, she would not g et to P hiladelphia till M onday or

Tuesday. Please acknowledge the r eceipt o f this, and inf orm me o f

her arriv al, also when the packag es came safe to hand, inf orm me

especiall y if SusanÕs came safely.

Trul y Yours,

E.L. STEVENS.

LETTER FROM S.H. GAY, ESQ.,
EX-EDITOR OF THE ANTI-SLAVERY
STANDARD AND NEW YORK
TRIBUNE.

FRIEND STILL:ÑThe t wo women, L aura and Lizzy, arriv ed this

morning. I shall f orward them to S yracuse this af ternoon.

The t wo men c ame safely yesterday, but w ent to Gi bbsÕ. He has

friends on boar d the boa t who ar e on the look out f or fug itiv es, and

send them, when f ound, to his house. Those whom y ou wish to be

par ticular ly under m y char ge, must have careful dir ections to this

off ice.

Ther e is now no other sur e place, but the o ff ice, or Gi bbsÕ, that I
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could ad vise you to send such persons. Those to me, ther efore, must

come in o ff ice hours. I n a few days, however, Napoleon will ha ve

a room do wn to wn, and at odd times the y can be sent ther e. I am

not willing to put an y mor e wi th the famil y wher e I have hi ther to

sometimes sen t them.

When i t is possi ble I wish y ou would ad vise me t wo days before

a shipmen t o f your in ten tion, as N apoleon is not al ways on hand to

look out f or them a t shor t notic e. In special cases you mig ht advise

me by Telegraph, thus: ÒOne M. (or one F.) this morning. W .S.Ó By

which I shall understand tha t one Male, or one F emale, as the case

may be, has left Phila. by the 6 oÕclock tr ain Ñone or mor e, also, as

the c ase may be.

Aug. 17th, 1855.

Trul y Yours, S.H. GAY.

LETTER FROM JOHN H. HILL, A
FUGITIVE, APPEALING IN BEHALF OF
A POOR SLAVE IN PETERSBURG, VA.

HAMILTON, Sept. 15th, 1856.

DEAR FRIEND STILL:ÑI wri te to inf orm y ou tha t Miss Mar y Wever

arriv ed safe in this ci ty. You may imag ine the happiness manif ested

on the par t o f the t wo lovers, Mr . H. and Miss W. I think the y will

be marrie d as soon as they can get r eady. I pr esume Mrs. H ill will

commenc e to mak e up the ar ticles to-morr ow. Kind Sir , as all of us is

concerned about the w elfar e of our ensla ved br ethr en at the South,

par ticular ly our friends, w e appeal to y our sympa th y to do wha tever

is in y our po wer to save poor W illis Johnson fr om the hands o f his

cruel master . It is not f or me to tell y ou of his c ase, because Miss

Wever has r elated the ma t ter full y to y ou. All I wish to sa y is this, I

wish y ou to wri te to m y uncle, a t Petersbur g, by our friend, the Capt.

Tell m y uncle to g o to Richmond and ask m y mother wher eabouts
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this man is. The best f or him is to mak e his way to Petersbur g; that

is, if you can get the Capt. to bring him. H e have not much mone y.

But I hope the friends o f humani ty will not wi thhold their aid on

the account o f mone y. However w e will r aise all the mone y tha t is

wanting to pa y for his saf e delivery. You will ple ase communic ate

this to the friends as soon as possi ble.

Yours trul y,

JOHN H. HILL.

LETTER FROM J. BIGELOW, ESQ.

WASHINGTON, D.C., June 22d, 1854.

MR. WILLIAM STILL:Ñ SirÑI have just r eceived a let ter fr om m y

friend, W m. Wrig ht, of York Sulphur S prings, Pa., in which he sa ys,

that by wri ting to y ou, I may get some inf orma tion about the

tr anspor tation o f some property fr om this neig hbor hood to y our

ci ty or vicini ty.

A person who signs himself W m. Penn, latel y wr ote to Mr . Wrig ht,

saying he w ould pa y $300 to ha ve this ser vice perf orme d. It is

for the c onveyance of only one SMALL package; but i t has been

discovered sinc e, that the r emoval cannot be so saf ely effected

wi thout taking two larger packages with i t. I understand tha t

the thr eeare to be br ought to this ci ty and stor ed in safety, as soon

as the forwarding mer chant in P hiladelphia shall sa y he is r eady to

send on. The stor age, etc., her e, will c ost a trif le, but the $300 will be

promptl y paid f or the whole ser vice. I think Mr . Wrig htÕs daughter ,

Hannah, has also seen you. I am also kno wn to Pr of. C.D. Cleveland,

of your ci ty. If you answer this pr omptl y, you will soon he ar fr om

Wm. Penn himself.

Very trul y yours,

J. BIGELOW.
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LETTER FROM HAM & EGGS, SLAVE
(U.G.R.R. AGÕT).

PETERSBURG, VA., Oct. 17th, 1860.

MR. W. STILL:ÑDear Sir ÑI am happ y to think, tha t the time has

come when w e no doubt c an open our c orr espondenc e wi th one

another again. Also I am in hopes, tha t these f ew lines ma y f ind y ou

and famil y well and in the en joyment o f good health, as i t le aves

me and famil y the same. I w ant you to kno w, that I f eel as much

determine d to w ork in this g lorious c ause, as ever I did in all o f my

lif e, and I have some very good hams on hand tha t I w ould lik e very

much f or y ou to ha ve. I have nothing o f in ter est to wri te about just

now, only tha t the poli tics o f the da y is in a hig h rage, and I don Õt

know of the r esult, ther efore, I want you to be one o f those wide-

a-w akes as is mentione d fr om your section o f countr y now-a-da ys,

&c. Also, if y ou wish to wri te to me, Mr . J. Brown will inf orm y ou how

to dir ect a let ter to me.

No mor e at pr esent, un til I he ar fr om you; but I w ant you to be a

wide-a-w ake.

Yours in haste,

HAM & EGGS.

LETTER FROM REV H. WILSON
(U.G.R.R. AGÕT).

ST. CATHARINE, C.W., July 2d, 1855.

MY DEAR FRIEND, WM. STILL:Ñ Mr . Elias Jasper and Miss Luc y

Bell having arriv ed her e safely on Satur day last, and f ound their

Òcompanions in tri bulation,Ó who had arrived before them, I am

induc ed to wri te and le t you kno w the fac t. They are a cheerful,

happy company, and very grateful f or their fr eedom. I ha ve done
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the best I c ould f or their c omf or t, but the y are about to pr oceed

across the lake to Toronto, thinking the y can do bet ter ther e than

here, which is not unlik ely. They all r emember y ou as their friend

and benefac tor , and return to y ou their sinc ere thanks. M y means

of suppor t ar e so scanty, that I am oblig ed to wri te wi thout pa ying

postage, or not wri te at all. I hope y ou are not mone yless, as I am.

In at tending to the w ants of numer ous str angers, I am much o f the

time perple xed fr om lack o f means; but send on as man y as you can

and I will divide wi th them to the last crumb.

Yours trul y,

HIRAM WILSON.

LETTER FROM SHERIDAN FORD, IN
DISTRESS.

BOSTON, MASS., Feb. 15th, 1855.

No. 2, Change Avenue.

MY DEAR FRIEND:ÑAllow me to tak e the li ber ty of addr essing

you and at the same time appe aring tr oublesomes y ou all friend,

but subje ct is so very impor tant tha t i c an not but ask not in m y

name but in the name o f the Lor d and humani ty to do some thing f or

my Poor W ife and childr en who la ys in Norf olk Jail and have Been

ther e for thr ee month i W ould open m yself in tha t fr ank and hones

manner . Which should c onvinc e you of my cenceri ty of Purpoest

donÕt shut your e ars to the cr yÕs of the W idow and the orphan t & i

can but ask in the name o f humani ty and God f or he kno ws the he art

of all men. P lease ask the friends humani ty to do some thing f or her

and her t wo let tle ones i c ant do an y thing P lace as i am for i ha ve

to lay low Please lay this bef ore the chur ches of Philadelphaise beg

them in name o f the Lor d to do some thing f or him i lo ve my fr eedom

and if i t w ould do her and her t wo childr en any good i me an to

change wi th her but c ant be done f or she is Jail and y ou most no she
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suffer f or the jail in the South ar e not lik e yours f or any thing is g ood

enough for negr os the Slave hunters Says & may God in terpose in

behalf o f the demonstr ativ e Race of Afric a Whom i claim desenden t

i am sorr y to say tha t friendship is onl y a name her e but i truss i t

is not so in P hilada i w ould not ha ve taken this li ber ty had i not

consider ed you a friend f or y ou tr eaty as such Please do all you can

and Please ask the Anti Slavery friends to do all the y can and God

will Reward them f or i t i am shur e for the e arth is the Lor ds and the

fullness ther e of as this note le aves me not v ery well but hope when

it comes to hand i t may f ind y ou and famil y enjoying all the P leasure

lif e Please answer this and P ardon me if the ne cessary sum can be

requir ed i will f ind out fr om m y br otherinla w i am wi th r espectful

consider ation.

SHERIDAN W. FORD.

Yesterday is the fust time i ha ve heard fr om home Senc e i lef t and

i have not g ot an y thing y et i ha ve a tear yet f or m y fellow man and

it is in m y eyes now for God kno ws i t is tha truth i sue f or y our Pi ty

and all and ma y God open their he arts to Pi ty a poor W oman and

two childr en. The Sum is i belie ve 14 hundred Dollars P lease wri te to

day for me and see if the c ant do some thing f or humani ty.

LETTER FROM E.F. PENNYPACKER
(U.G.R.R. DEPOT).

SCHUYLKILL, 11th mo., 7th day, 1857.

WM. STILL:Ñ Respected FriendÑTher e are thr ee color ed friends a t

my house no w, who will r each the ci ty by the Phil. & Reading tr ain

this e vening. Please meet them.

Thine, &c.,

E.F. PENNYPACKER.

We have wi thin the past 2 mos. passe d 43 thr ough our hands,
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tr anspor ted most o f them to N orristo wn in our o wn c onveyance.

E.F.P.

LETTER FROM JOS. C. BUSTILL
(U.G.R.R. DEPOT).

HARRISBURG, March 24, Õ56.

FRIEND STILL:ÑI suppose er e this y ou have seen those f ive large

and thr ee small packages I sent by way of Reading, consisting o f

thr ee men and w omen and childr en. They arriv ed her e this morning

at 8- 1/2 o Õclock and lef t t wenty minutes past thr ee. You will ple ase

send me any inf orma tion lik ely to pr ove inter esting in r elation to

them.

Latel y we have forme d a Society her e, called the Fugitiv e Aid

Society. This is our f irst c ase, and I hope i t will pr ove entir ely

successful.

When you wri te, ple ase inform me wha t signs or symbols y ou

make use of in y our despa tches, and an y other inf orma tion in

relation to oper ations o f the Under ground Rail Road.

Our r eason for sending b y the Reading Road, was to gain time; i t is

expected the o wners will be in to wn this af ternoon, and b y this Road

we gained f ive hoursÕ time, which is a mat ter o f much impor tanc e,

and we may have occasion to use i t some times in futur e. In gr eat

haste,

Yours wi th gr eat r espect,

Jos. C. BUSTILL,
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LETTER FROM A SLAVE SECRETED IN
RICHMOND.

RICHMOND, VA, Oct. 18th, 1860.

To MR. WILLIAM STILL:Ñ Dear Sir ÑPlease do me the fa vor as to

wri te to m y uncle a f ew lines in r egard to the bundle tha t is f or

John H. H ill, who liv es in Hamilton, C. W. Sir , if this should r each you,

be assured tha t i t comes fr om the same poor individual tha t you

have heard of before; the person who w as so unlucky , and deceived

also. If you wri te, addr ess your le t ter John M. H ill, c are of Box No.

250. I am speaking o f a person who liv es in P.va. I hope, sir , you will

understand this is fr om a poor individual.

LETTER FROM G.S. NELSON (U.G.R.R.
DEPOT).

MR. STILL:ÑMy Dear Sir ÑI suppose you are somewhat une asy

because the goods did not c ome safe to hand on M onday evening,

as you expectedÑc onsigned fr om H arrisbur g to y ou. The tr ain onl y

was from H arrisbur g to Reading, and as i t happene d, the g oods had

to sta y all nig ht wi th us, and as some exci temen t exists her e about

goods of the kind, w e thoug ht i t expedien t and wise to de tain them

until w e could he ar fr om you. Ther e are two small bo xes and two

large ones; we have them all se cur e; what had be t ter be done ? Let

us know. Also, as we can learn, ther e are thr ee mor e boxes still in

Harrisbur g. Answer your c ommunic ation a t H arrisbur g. Also, fail not

to answ er this b y the r eturn o f mail, as things ar e rather cri tic al, and

you will oblig e us.

G.S. NELSON.

Reading, May 27, Õ57.

We knew not tha t these g oods were to c ome, consequentl y we
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were all tak en by surprise. W hen you answer, use the w ord, goods.

The r eason of the e xci temen t, is: some thr ee weeks ago a big box

was consigned to us b y J. Bustill, o f Harrisbur g. We received i t, and

forwarded i t on to J . Jones, Elmir a, and the ne xt day the y were on

the fr esh hunt o f said box; i t got safe to Elmir a, as I have had a let ter

fr om Jones, and all is safe.

Yours,

G.S.N.

LETTER FROM JOHN THOMPSON.

MR. STILL:ÑYou will oblig e me much I ff you will Dir ect this Le t ter

to Vergenia for me to m y Mother & if f i t w ell sute y ou Beg her in m y

Let ter to Dir ect hers to y ou & you Can send i t to me if f i t sute y our

Convenienc e. I am one of your Cha t tle.

JOHN TH OMPSON,

Syracuse, Jeny 6th.

Dir ectionÑ Matilda T ate Care of Dudle y M Pat tee Worr enton

Farkiear Coun ty Verginia.

LETTER FROM JOHN THOMPSON, A
FUGITIVE, TO HIS MOTHER.

MY DEAR MOTHER:ÑI have imbr ace an oppor tuni ty of

wri ting y ou these f ew lines (hoping) tha t the y may f ine you

as they Leave me qui te w ell I will no w inf orm y ou how I am

geting I am no w a fr ee man Living B y the sw eet o f my own

Brow not ser ving a nother man & g iving him all I Earn B ut

what I mak e is mine and if f one Plase do not sute me I am

at Li ber ty to Le ave and go some wher e elce & can ashore
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you I think hig hly of Freedom and w ould not e xchange it f or

nothing tha t is o ffered me f or i t I am w aiting in a H otel I

supose you Remember when I w as in Jail I told y ou the time

would Be Bet ter and y ou see that the time has c ome when I

Leave you my heart w as so full & y ours But I ne w their w as

a Bet ter D ay a head, & I have Live to see it. I hir d when I

was on the Under ground R. Road tha t the H ounds w as on my

Track but i t w as no go I new I w as too far out o f their R each

wher e they would ne ver smell m y tr ack when I Le ave you I

was carr ed to Richmond & sold & F rom their I w as taken to

Nor th Car olina & sold & I Ran a w ay & went Back to V ir ginna

Between Richmond & home & their I w as caught & Put in J ail

& their I R emain till the oner c ome for me then I w as taken

& carr ed Back to Richmond then I w as sold to the man who I

now Leave he is nothing B ut a But o f a Feller Remember me

to y our H usband & all in quirin F riends & sa y to Miss Rosa

that I am as Free as she is & more happier I no I am g et ting

$12 per month f or wha t Li t tle w ork I am Doing I hope to her e

fr om you a gain I your Son & ever By

JOHN TH OMPSON.

LETTER FROM ÒWM. PENNÓ (OF THE
BAR).

WASHINGTON, D.C., Dec. 9th, 1856.

DEAR SIR:ÑI was unavoidabl y pr evented yesterday, from r eplying

to y ours o f 6th instan t, and althoug h I have made inquiries, I am

unable to-day , to answ er your questions sa tisfac toril y. Althoug h I

know some o f the r esidents of Loudon c ounty, and have often

visi ted ther e, still I ha ve not pr actic ed much in the Cour ts of tha t

county. There are several of my acquain tanc es here, who have lived

in tha t county, and possibly, thr ough my assistance, your
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commissions mig ht be execute d. If a bet ter w ay shall not sugg est

itself to y ou, and you see fit to g ive me the facts in the c ase, I

can bet ter judg e of my abili ty to help y ou; but I know not the man

resident ther e, whom I would trust with an important suit . I think

it is no w some f our or f ive weeks since, that some packag es left

this vicini ty, said to be fr om f if teen to t wenty in number , and as I

suppose, went thr ough your hands. I t w as at a time o f unc ommon

vigilanc e here, and to me i t w as a mat ter o f extr eme wonder , how

and thr ough whom, such a work was accomplishe d. Can you tell me ?

It is needful that I should kno w! Not f or curiosi ty mer ely, but f or the

good of others. An enclosed slip c ontains the mar ks of one o f the

packages, which y ou will r ead and then immediatel y burn .

If you can give me any lig ht tha t will benefit other s, I am sur e you

will do so.

A tr aveler her e, very reliable, and who kno ws his business, has

determine d not to le ave home again till spring, a t le ast not wi thout

extr aordinar y tempta tions.

I think, ho wever, he or others, mig ht be tempte d to tr avel in

Vir ginia.

Yours,

WM. P.

LETTER FROM MISS THEODOCIA
GILBERT.

SKANEATELES (GLEN HAVEN) CHUY., 1851.

WILLIAM STILL:Ñ Dear Friend and Br otherÑA thousand

thanks f or your g ood, generous let ter!

It w as so kind o f you to ha ve in mind m y in tense in ter est

and anxie ty in the suc cess and fate o f poor Concklin! Tha t he

desir ed and in tende d to hazar d an at tempt o f the kind, I w ell
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understood; but wha t par ticular one, or tha t he had ac tuall y

embarked in the en terprise, I had not be en able to le arn.

His memor y will e ver be among the sacr edly cherishe d

wi th me. H e certainl y displayed mor e real disin ter estedness,

mor e earnest, unassuming de votedness, than those

who claim to be the sinc erest friends o f the sla ve can often

boast. What mor e Saviour -lik e than the willing sacrif ice he

has render ed!

Never shall I f orget tha t nig ht o f our e xtr emest peril ( as

we supposed), when he c ame and so heartil y pr offered his

services at the hazar d of his li ber ty, of lif e even, in behalf o f

William L. Chaplin.

Such generosity! at such a momen t! The emotions i t

awakened no w ords can bespeak! They are to be soug ht but

in the inner chambers o f oneÕs own soul! H e as earnestl y

devised the me ans, as calmly counted the c ost, and as

unshrinking ly turne d him to the task, as if i t w ere his own

fr eedom he w ould have won.

Thr ough his homel y featur es, and humble garb, the

intr epidi ty of soul c ame out in all i ts lustr e! Heroism, in i ts

nativ e majesty, commanded oneÕs admir ation and lo ve!

Most trul y can I enter in to y our sorr ows, and painfull y

appreciate the pang o f disappoin tmen t which must ha ve

follo wed this sad in tellig ence. But so inade quate ar e words

to the c onsoling o f such griefs, i t w ere almost cruel to

at tempt to sy llable one Õs sympathies.

I cannot be ar to belie ve, that Concklin has be en actuall y

mur dered, and yet I har dly dare hope i t is other wise.

And the poor sla ves, for whom he perile d so much, in to

what depths o f hopelessness and w oe are they again

plung ed! But the de eper and black er f or the loss o f their

dearly sought and ne w-f ound fr eedom. How long must

wr ongs lik e these go unr edressed? ÒHow long, O God, how

long?Ó

Very trul y yours,
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William Box Peel Jones

WILLIAM P EEL, ALIAS WILLIAM BOX PEEL JONES.

ARRIVED PER ERRICSON LINE OF STEAMERS, WRAPPED IN STRAW

AND BOXED UP, APRIL, 1859.

William is t wenty-f ive years of age, unmistakabl y color ed, good-

looking, r ather under the me dium siz e, and of pleasing manners.

William had himself bo xed up b y a near r elativ e and forwarded by

the Erricson line o f steamers. He gave the slip to R ober t H. Carr ,

his owner ( a grocer and c ommission mer chant), after this wise, and

for the f ollo wing r easons: For some time pr evious his master had

been selling o ff his slaves every now and then, the same as other

groceries, and this admonishe d William tha t he w as liable to be

in the mar ket any day; consequentl y, he preferr ed the bo x to the

auction-block.

He did not c omplain o f having been tr eated very badly by Carr , but

felt tha t no man w as safe while o wned by another . In fact, he Òhated

the very name of slaveholder .Ó The limit o f the bo x not admi t ting

of str aightening himself out he w as taken wi th the cr amp on the

road, suffered indescri bable miser y, and had his fai th tax ed to the

utmost,Ñinde ed was brought to the v ery verge of Òscreaming aloudÓ

ere relief c ame. However, he contr olled himself, thoug h onl y for a

shor t season, for bef ore a great while an e xcessive faintness came

over him. H ere natur e became qui te exhausted. He thoug ht he must

Òdie;Ó but his time had not y et come. After a severe strugg le he

revived, but onl y to enc ounter a thir d or deal no less painful than

the one thr ough which he had just passe d. Next a very Òcold chillÓ

came over him, which se emed almost to fr eeze the very blood in

his veins and gave him in tense agony, from which he onl y found

relief on a waking, having actuall y fallen asleep in tha t condi tion.

Finall y, however, he arriv ed at Philadelphia, on a ste amer, Sabbath

morning. A de voted friend o f his, expecting him, engag ed a carriag e

and r epair ed to the wharf f or the bo x. The bill o f lading and the
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receipt he had wi th him, and lik ewise kne w wher e the bo x was

located on the boa t. Althoug h he well kne w fr eight w as not usuall y

delivered on Sunday, yet his de ep solici tude f or the saf ety of his

friend de termine d him to do all tha t lay in his po wer to r escue him

fr om his perilous si tuation. H anding his bill o f lading to the pr oper

off icer of the boa t, he asked if he c ould g et the fr eight tha t i t called

for. The off icer look ed at the bill and said, ÒNo, we do not deliv er

fr eight on Sunday;Ó but, noticing the anxie ty of the man, he ask ed

him if he w ould kno w i t if he w ere to see it. SlowlyÑ fearing tha t

too much in ter est manif ested mig ht exci te suspicionÑhe r eplied: ÒI

think I should. Ó Deliberatel y looking ar ound amongst all the Òfr eight,Ó

he discovered the bo x, and said, ÒI think tha t is i t ther e.Ó Said off icer

stepped to i t, look ed at the dir ections on i t, then a t the bill o f lading,

and said, ÒThat is rig ht, tak e it along.Ó Here the in ter est in these

two bosoms w as thrilling in the hig hest degr ee. But the siz e of the

box was too lar ge for the c arriag e, and the driv er r efused to tak e

it. Nearly an hour and a half w as spent in looking f or a furni tur e

car. Finall y one w as procur ed, and again the bo x was laid hold o f by

the oc cupantÕs particular friend, when, to his dr ead alarm, the poor

fellow wi thin ga ve a sudden cough. At this star tling cir cumstanc e he

dropped the bo x; equally as quick, althoug h dr eadfull y frig htened,

and, as if helpe d by some in visible agency, he commenc ed sing ing,

ÒHush, my babe, lie still and slumber ,Ó with the most appar ent

indif ference, at the same time slo wly making his w ay fr om the bo x.

Soon his fears subsided, and i t w as presumed tha t no one w as

any the wiser on ac count o f the ac ciden t, or c oughing. Thus, af ter

summoning c our age, he laid hold o f the bo x a thir d time, and the

Rubicon w as passed. The car driv er, totall y ignor ant o f the c onten ts

of the bo x, dr ove to the number to which he w as directed to tak e

itÑlef t i t and w ent about his business. N ow is a momen t o f in tense

inter estÑno w of ine xpr essible delig ht. The bo x is opene d, the str aw

removed, and the poor f ellow is loose d; and is r ejoicing, I will

ventur e to say, as mortal ne ver did r ejoice, who had not be en in

similar peril. This par ticular friend w as scarcely less overjoyed,

however, and their jo y did not aba te f or several hours; nor w as it
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conf ined to themsel ves, for t wo invited members o f the V igilanc e

Commi t tee also partook o f a full shar e. This box man w as named

Wm. Jones. He was boxed up in Baltimor e by the friend who

received him a t the wharf, who did not c ome in the boa t wi th him,

but c ame in the c ars and met him a t the wharf.

The trial in the bo x lasted just seventeen hours bef ore victor y was

achieved. Jones was well cared for b y the V igilanc e Commi t tee and

sent on his w ay rejoicing, f eeling tha t Resolution, Under ground Rail

Road, and Liber ty were invaluable.

On his w ay to Canada, he stoppe d at Al bany, and the subjoine d

let ter g ives his view of things fr om tha t stand-poin tÑ

MR. STILL:ÑI tak e this oppor tuni ty of wri ting a f ew lines to

you hoping tha t tha ma y f ind y ou in g ood health and f emaly.

i am w ell at pr esent and doing w ell at pr esent i am no w in

a stor e and get ting sixte en dollars a mon th at the pr esent.

i feel very much o blig e to y ou and y our famil y for y our

kindnes to me while i w as with y ou i have got a long wi thout

any trub le a tal. i am no w in al bany City. give my lov to

mrs and mr miller and tel them i am v ery much a blig e to

them f or ther e kind ns. g ive my lov to m y Brother nor e Jones

tel him i should lik e to her e fr om him v ery much and he

must wri te. tel him to g ive my love to all o f my per ticnlar

fr ends and tel them i should lik e to see them v ery much. tel

him tha t he must c ome to se e me for i w ant to se e him f or

sum thing v ery per ticler . please ansure this le t ter as soon

as posabul and excuse me for not wri t ting sooner as i don Õt

wri te myself. no mor e at the pr esent.

WILLIAM JONES.

derect to one hundr ed 125 lydus. stt

His good friend r eturne d to Baltimor e the same day the bo x man

star ted for the N or th, and imme diatel y dispatche d thr ough the post

the f ollo wing brief le t ter , worded in Under ground Rail Road

parables:
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BALTIM O APRIL 16, 1859.

W. STILL:ÑDear br other i ha ve taken the oppor tuni ty of

wri ting y ou these f ew lines to inf orm y ou tha t i am w ell an

hoping these f ew lines ma y f ind y ou enjoying the same g ood

blessing ple ase to wri te me w ord at wha t time w as it when

isreal went to Jeric o i am very anxious to he ar for thar e is a

mig hty host will pass o ver and y ou and i m y br other will sing

hally luja i shall notif y you when the gr eat catastr ophe shal

take place No mor e at the pr esent but r emain your br other

N.L.J.
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Wesley Harris Alias Robert
Jackson, Craven Matterson
and Two Brother

WESLEY HARRIS,1 ALIAS ROBERT
JACKSON, AND THE MATTERSON
BROTHERS.

In set ting out f or fr eedom, Wesley was the leader of this par ty.

After t wo nig hts of fatiguing tr avel at a distanc e of about sixt y miles

fr om home, the y oung aspir ants for li ber ty were betr ayed, and in an

at tempt made to c aptur e them a most blood y conf lic t ensued. Both

fug itiv es and pursuers w ere the r ecipien ts of severe wounds fr om

gun shots, and other w eapons used in the c ontest.

Wesley br avely used his f ir e arms un til almost fa tall y wounde d

by one of the pursuers, who wi th a he avily loaded gun dischar ged

the c onten ts wi th de adly aim in his lef t arm, which r aked the f lesh

fr om the bone f or a space of about six inches in length. One o f

WesleyÕs companions also f ought her oically and onl y yielde d when

badly wounde d and qui te overpo wered. The t wo younger (br others

of C. Mat terson ) it seemed made no r esistance.

In or der to r ecall the ad ventur es of this strugg le, and the suc cess

of Wesley Harris, i t is onl y necessary to c opy the r epor t as then

1.Shot by slave-hun ters.

Wesley Harris Alias Rober t Jackson,
Craven Mat terson and Tw o



penned fr om the lips o f this y oung her o, while on the Under ground

Rail Road, even then in a v ery cri tic al state. M ost f earful inde ed was

his condi tion when he w as brought to the V igilanc e Commi t tee in

this Ci ty.

UNDERGROUND RAIL ROAD RECORD.

November 2d, 1853.ÑArriv ed: Rober t Jackson (shot

man), alias Wesley Harris; age twenty-t wo years; dark color;

medium heig ht, and o f slender sta tur e.

Rober t w as born in Mar tinsbur g, Va., and was owned by Philip

Pendleton. From a boy he had always been hir ed out. A t the f irst

of this y ear he commenc ed services with Mrs. Carr oll, pr oprie tr ess

of the Uni ted States Hotel a t H arperÕs Ferr y. Of Mrs. Carr oll he

speaks in very grateful terms, sa ying tha t she w as kind to him and

all the ser vants, and pr omised them their fr eedom at her de ath. She

excused herself f or not g iving them their fr eedom on the gr ound

that her husband die d insol vent, leaving her the r esponsibili ty of

set tling his debts.

But while Mrs. Carr oll w as very kind to her ser vants, her manag er

was equally as cruel. About a mon th bef ore Wesley lef t, the o verseer,

for some trif ling c ause, at tempte d to f log him, but w as resisted,

and himself f logged. This r esistance of the sla ve was regarded by

the o verseer as an unpar donable o ffence; consequentl y he

communic ated the in tellig ence to his o wner , which had the desir ed

effect on his mind as appe ared fr om his answ er to the o verseer,

which w as nothing less than instruc tions tha t if he should again

at tempt to c orr ect Wesley and he should r epel the wholesome

tr eatmen t, the o verseer w as to put him in prison and sell him.

Whether he o ffended again or not, the f ollo wing Christmas he w as

to be sold wi thout fail.

WesleyÕs mistr ess was kind enoug h to apprise him o f the in ten tion

of his o wner and the o verseer, and told him tha t if he c ould help

himself he had be t ter do so. So fr om tha t time W esley began to

contempla te ho w he should esc ape the doom which had be en

planned for him.

ÒA friend,Ó says he, Òby the name o f C. Mat terson, told me tha t
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he was going o ff. Then I told him o f my masterÕs wri ting to Mrs.

Carroll c oncerning selling, e tc., and tha t I w as going o ff too. W e

then c onclude d to g o tog ether . There were two othersÑbr others o f

Mat tersonÑ who w ere told o f our plan to esc ape, and readily joined

wi th us in the under taking. So one Satur day nig ht, at t welve oÕclock,

we set out f or the N or th. Af ter tr aveling up wards of t wo days and

over sixt y miles, w e found oursel ves unexpectedly in Terr ytown,

Md. Ther e we were inf orme d by a friendl y color ed man o f the

danger w e were in and o f the bad char acter o f the plac e towards

color ed people, especiall y those who w ere escaping to fr eedom; and

he advised us to hide as quickl y as we could. W e at onc e went to the

woods and hid. Soon af ter w e had secreted oursel ves a man came

near by and commenc ed spli t ting w ood, or r ails, which alarme d us.

We then mo ved to another hiding-plac e in a thick et ne ar a farmerÕs

barn, wher e we were soon star tle d again by a dog appr oaching and

barking at us. The at ten tion o f the o wner o f the dog w as drawn

to his bar king and to wher e we were. The owner o f the dog w as

a farmer . He asked us wher e we were going. We replied to

Get tysbur gÑto visi t some r elativ es, etc. H e told us tha t w e were

running o ff. He then o ffered friendl y advice, talked lik e a Quaker,

and ur ged us to g o wi th him to his barn f or pr otection. Af ter much

persuasion, w e consented to g o wi th him.

ÒSoon after put ting us in his barn, himself and da ughter pr epared

us a nice breakfast, which che ered our spiri ts, as we were hungr y.

For this kindness w e paid him one dollar . He next told us to hide

on the mo w till e ve, when he w ould saf ely dir ect us on our r oad

to Get tysbur g. All, very much fa tigue d fr om tr aveling, f ell asleep,

excepting m yself; I could not sle ep; I felt as if all w as not rig ht.

ÒAbout noon men w ere heard talking ar ound the barn. I w oke

my companions up and told them tha t tha t man had be tr ayed us.

At f irst the y did not belie ve me. In a momen t af ter wards the barn

door w as opened, and in c ame the men, eig ht in number . One of

the men ask ed the o wner o f the barn if he had an y long str aw. ÔYes,Õ

was the answer. So up on the mo w came thr ee of the men, when,

to their gr eat surprise, as the y pr etende d, we were discovered. The
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question w as then asked the o wner o f the barn b y one of the men,

if he harbor ed runa way negr oes in his barn ? He answered, ÔNo,Õ and

pretende d to be en tir ely ignor ant o f their being in his barn. One

of the men r eplied tha t f our negr oes were on the mo w, and he

knew of i t. The men then ask ed us wher e we were, going. We told

them to Ge t tysbur g, that w e had aunts and a mother ther e. Also we

spoke of a Mr . Houghman, a gentleman w e happened to ha ve some

knowledge of, having seen him in V ir ginia. We were next asked for

our passes. We told them tha t w e hadnÕt any, that w e had not be en

requir ed to c arr y them wher e we came fr om. They then said tha t w e

would ha ve to go before a magistr ate, and if he allo wed us to g o on,

well and good. The men all being arme d and furnishe d wi th r opes,

we were ordered to be tie d. I told them if the y took me the y would

have to tak e me dead or cripple d. At tha t instan t one o f my friends

crie d outÑÕWhere is the man tha t betr ayed us?Õ Spying him a t the

same momen t, he shot him (badl y wounding him ). Then the c onf lic t

fair ly began. The constable seiz ed me by the c ollar , or r ather behind

my shoulder . I at onc e shot him wi th m y pistol, but in c onsequence

of his thr owing up his arm, which hi t mine as I f ir ed, the ef fect

of the load o f my pistol w as much turne d aside; his fac e, however,

was badly burne d, besides his shoulder being w ounde d. I again f ir ed

on the pursuers, but do not kno w whe ther I hi t anybody or not. I

then dr ew a sword, I had br ought wi th me, and w as about cut ting

my way to the door , when I w as shot by one of the men, r eceiving

the en tir e conten ts of one load o f a double barr eled gun in m y lef t

arm, tha t being the arm wi th which I w as defending m yself. The

load br ought me to the gr ound, and I w as unable to mak e fur ther

strugg le for m yself. I w as then badl y beaten wi th guns, &c. I n the

meantime, m y friend Cr aven, who w as defending himself, w as shot

badly in the fac e, and most violen tl y beaten un til he w as conquer ed

and tie d. The t wo young br others o f Craven stood still, wi thout

making the le ast resistance. After w e were fair ly captur ed, we were

taken to T err ytown, which w as in sight o f wher e we were betr ayed.

By this time I had lost so much blood fr om m y wounds, tha t the y

conclude d my situation w as too dangerous to admi t o f being tak en
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fur ther; so I w as made a prisoner a t a tavern, k ept b y a man named

Fisher . There my wounds w ere dressed, and thir ty-t wo shot w ere

taken fr om m y arm. For thr ee days I was crazy, and the y thoug ht I

would die. During the f irst t wo weeks, while I w as a prisoner a t the

tavern, I r aised a great deal of blood, and w as consider ed in a very

dangerous condi tionÑso much so tha t persons desiring to se e me

were not permi t ted. After wards I began to g et bet ter , and was then

kept priv atel yÑwas stric tl y watche d day and nig ht. Occasionally,

however, the c ook, a color ed woman (Mrs. Smi th ), would manag e to

get to se e me. Also James Mat thews succeeded in g et ting to se e me;

consequentl y, as my wounds he aled, and my senses came to me, I

began to plan ho w to mak e another ef for t to esc ape. I asked one

of the friends, allude d to abo ve, to get me a r ope. He got i t. I k ept

it about me f our da ys in m y pock et; in the me antime I pr ocur ed

thr ee nails. On Frida y nig ht, October 14th, I fastene d my nails in

under the windo w sill; tie d my rope to the nails, thr ew my shoes

out o f the windo w, put the r ope in m y mouth, then took hold o f

it wi th m y well hand, clamber ed in to the windo w, very weak, but

I managed to le t m yself do wn to the gr ound. I w as so weak, that I

could sc arcely walk, but I manag ed to hobble o ff to a plac e thr ee

quar ters o f a mile fr om the ta vern, wher e a friend had f ixed upon

for me to g o, if I suc ceeded in making m y escape. There I was found

by my friend, who k ept me secur e till Satur day eve, when a swif t

horse w as furnishe d by James Rogers, and a color ed man f ound to

conduc t me to Ge t tysbur g. Instead of going dir ect to Ge t tysbur g,

we took a dif ferent r oad, in or der to shun our pursuers, as the

news of my escape had cr eated general exci temen t. M y thr ee other

companions, who w ere captur ed, were sent to W estminster jail,

wher e they were kept thr ee weeks, and after wards sent to Baltimor e

and sold f or t welve hundr ed dollars a pie ce, as I was informe d while

at the ta vern in T err ytown.Ó
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DESPERATE CONFLICT IN A BARN.

The Vigilanc e Commi t tee procur ed good me dical at ten tion and

afforded the fug itiv e time f or r ecuper ation, furnishe d him wi th

clothing and a fr ee tick et, and sen t him on his w ay greatl y impr oved

in health, and str ong in the fai th tha t, ÒHe who w ould be fr ee,

himself must strik e the blo w.Ó His safe arriv al in Canada, wi th his

thanks, w ere duly announc ed. And some time af ter be coming

natur alized, in one o f his le t ters, he wr ote tha t he w as a brakesman

on the Gr eat Western R.R., (in CanadaÑpr omote d fr om the U .G.R.R.,)

the r esult o f being under the pr otection o f the Bri tish Lion.

DEATH OF ROMULUS HALLÑNEW
NAME GEORGE WEEMS.

In Mar ch, 1857, Abram Harris f led fr om John H enr y Suthern, who

lived near Benedic t, Char les county, Md., wher e he was engaged in

the farming business, and w as the owner o f about se venty head of

slaves. He kept an o verseer, and usuall y had f logging administer ed

daily, on males and f emales, old and y oung. Abr am becoming v ery

sick of this tr eatmen t, r esolved, about the f irst o f Mar ch, to seek

out the Under ground Rail Road. But f or his str ong at tachmen t to
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his wif e (who w as owned by Samuel Adams, but w as Òpret ty well

tr eatedÓ), he never would have consented to suf fer as he did.

Here no hope o f comf or t f or the futur e seemed to r emain. So

Abram consulte d wi th a f ellow-ser vant, by the name o f Romulus

Hall, alias George Weems, and being v ery warm friends, c onclude d

to star t tog ether . Both had wiv es to Òtear themsel ves from,Ó and

each was equally ignor ant o f the distanc e they had to tr avel, and

the dang ers and suf ferings to be endur ed. But the y Òtrusted in GodÓ

and kept the N or th Star in vie w. For nine da ys and nig hts, wi thout

a guide, the y tr aveled at a very exhausting r ate, especiall y as they

had to g o fasting f or thr ee days, and to endur e very cold w eather .

AbramÕs companion, being about f if ty years of age, felt oblig ed to

succumb, both fr om hung er and c old, and had to be lef t on the

way. Abram was a man of medium siz e, tall, dar k chestnut c olor ,

and could r ead and wri te a li t tle and w as quite in tellig ent; Òwas a

member o f the M ount Zion Chur ch,Ó and occasionally off iciated as

an Òexhor ter ,Ó and really appeared to be a man o f genuine fai th in the

Almig hty, and equally as much in fr eedom.

In substanc e, Abram gave the f ollo wing inf orma tion c oncerning

his kno wledge of affairs on the farm under his master Ñ

ÒMaster and mistr ess very fr equentl y visi ted the Pr otestan t

Chur ch, but w ere not members. Mistr ess was very bad. About thr ee

weeks before I lef t, the o verseer, in a violen t f it o f bad temper , shot

and badly wounde d a young slave man by the name o f Henr y Waters,

but no sooner than he g ot w ell enoug h he escaped, and had not

been heard of up to the time Abr am lef t. About thr ee years before

this happene d, an overseer of my master w as found shot de ad on

the r oad. At onc e some of the sla ves were suspected, and were all

taken to the Cour t H ouse, at Serentown, St. Mar yÕs county; but all

came off clear. After this oc curr ence a new overseer, by the name

of John Decket, w as employed. Althoug h his pr edecessor had been

dead thr ee years, Decket, nevertheless, conclude d tha t i t w as not

Ôtoo lateÕ to flog the se cret out o f some of the sla ves. According ly, he

selected a young slave man for his vic tim, and f logged him so cruell y

that he c ould sc arcely walk or stand, and to k eep fr om being ac tuall y
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kille d, the bo y told an un truth, and c onfessed tha t he and his Uncle

Henr y kille d Webster , the overseer; wher eupon the poor f ellow w as

sent to jail to be trie d for his lif e.Ó

But Abr am did not w ait to he ar the v erdic t. He reached the

Commi t tee safely in this ci ty, in advance of his c ompanion, and

was furnishe d wi th a fr ee tick et and other ne eded assistance, and

was sent on his w ay rejoicing. Af ter r eaching his destina tion, he

wr ote back to kno w ho w his friend and c ompanion ( George) was

get ting along; but in less than thr ee weeks after he had passe d, the

follo wing brief stor y reveals the sad fate o f poor Romulus Hall , who

had journe yed wi th him till e xhausted fr om hung er and badl y fr ost-

bi t ten.

A few days after his y ounger companion had passe d on N or th,

Romulus w as brought by a pi tying str anger to the V igilanc e

Commi t tee, in a most shocking c ondi tion. The fr ost had made sad

havoc wi th his f eet and legs, so much so tha t all sense o f feeling had

depar ted ther efr om.

DEATH OF ROMULUS HALL.

How he ever r eached this ci ty is a marvel. On his arriv al medical

at ten tion and other ne cessary comf or ts were provided by the

Commi t tee, who hope d wi th himself, tha t he w ould be r estor ed

wi th the loss o f his toes alone. F or one w eek he seemed to be

impr oving; at the e xpir ation o f this time, ho wever, his symptoms
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changed, indic ating not onl y the end o f slavery, but also the end o f

all his earthl y tr oubles.

Lockjaw and mor tif ication se t in in the most malignan t f orm,

and for ne arly thir ty-six hours the unf or tuna te vic tim suf fered in

extr eme agony, thoug h not a murmur esc aped him f or having

brought upon himself in se eking his li ber ty this painful inf lic tion and

death. I t w as wonderful to se e how r esignedly he endur ed his fate.

Being anxious to g et his testimon y relativ e to his esc ape, etc., the

Chairman o f the Commi t tee took his pencil and e xpr essed to him

his wishes in the ma t ter . Amongst other questions, he w as asked:

ÒDo you r egret having at tempte d to esc ape fr om slavery?Ó After a

severe spasm he said, as his friend w as about to turn to le ave the

room, hopeless o f being gr atif ied in his purpose: ÒDonÕt go; I have

not answ ered your question. I am g lad I escaped fr om slavery!Ó He

then gave his name, and trie d to tell the name o f his master , but w as

so weak he could not be understood.

At his be dside, day and nig ht, Slavery look ed mor e heinous than

it had ever done bef ore. Only think ho w this poor man, in an

enlig htened Christian land, f or the bar e hope of fr eedom, in a

str ange land amongst str angers, was obliged not onl y to be ar the

sacrif ice of his wif e and kindr ed, but also o f his own lif e.

Nothing e ver appeared mor e sad than seeing him in a d ying

postur e, and inste ad of r eaching his much c oveted destina tion in

Canada, going to tha t Òbourne whenc e no tr aveler r eturns.Ó Of

course i t w as expedien t, even after his de ath, tha t onl y a few friends

should f ollo w him to his gr ave. Nevertheless, he w as decentl y burie d

in the be autiful Lebanon Ceme ter y.

In his purse w as found one sing le f ive cent pie ce, his whole

pecuniar y dependenc e.

This w as the f irst instanc e of death on the Under ground Rail Road

in this r egion.

The Commi t tee were indebte d to the me dical services of the w ell-

known friends o f the fug itiv e, Drs. J.L. Griscom and H.T. Childs,

whose fai thful ser vices were fr eely given; and lik ewise to Mrs. H.S.
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Duter te and Mrs. W illiams, who g enerously perf orme d the o ff ices of

chari ty and friendship a t his burial.

From his c ompanion, who passe d on Canada-w ard wi thout dela y,

we received a let ter , from which, as an i tem o f in ter est, we make the

follo wing e xtr act:

ÒI am enjoying good health, and hope when this r eaches you,

you may be enjoying the same blessing. Giv e my love to Mr .

ÑÑ, and famil y, and tell them I am in a land o f li ber ty! I

am a man among men!Ó (The above was addressed to the

deceased.)

The subjoine d let ter , from Rev. L.D. Mansf ield, expr essed on behalf

of RomulusÕ companion, his sad f eelings on he aring o f his friendÕs

death. And her e it may not be inappr opria te to add, tha t cle arly

enough is i t to be se en, that Rev. Mansf ield w as one of the r are order

of ministers, who belie ved i t rig ht Òto do unto others as one w ould

be done byÓ in practic e, not in the or y mer ely, and who f elt tha t the y

could no mor e be excused for Òfalling down,Ó in obedienc e to the

Fugitiv e Slave Law under Pr esident Fillmor e, than c ould D aniel f or

worshiping the Ògolden imag eÓ under Nebuchadnez zar.

AUBURN, NEW YORK, MAY 4TH, 1857.

DEAR BR. STILL:ÑHenr y Lemmon wishes me to wri te to

you in r eply to y our kind le t ter , conveying the in tellig ence of

the de ath o f your fug itiv e guest, Geo. Weems. He was deeply

affected at the in tellig ence, for he w as most devotedly

at tached to him and had be en for man y years. Mr . Lemmon

now expects his sister to c ome on, and wishes y ou to aid her

in any way in your po werÑas he kno ws you will.

He wishes you to send the c oat and c ap of Weems by his

sister when she c omes. And when y ou wri te out the histor y

of WeemsÕ escape, and it is publishe d, tha t you would send

him a c opy of the papers. H e has not be en very successful in

get ting w ork yet.

Mr . and Mrs. H arris lef t f or Canada last w eek. The friends
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made them a purse o f $15 or $20, and we hope the y will do

well.

Mr . Lemmon sends his r espects to y ou and Mrs. S till. Giv e

my kind r egards to her and ac cept also yourself,

Yours very trul y,

L.D. MANSFIELD.

* * * * *

JAMES MERCER, WM. H. GILLIAM,
AND JOHN CLAYTON.

STOWED AWAY IN A HOT BERTH.

This arriv al came by Steamer. But the y nei ther c ame in State-

room nor as Cabin, Steerage, or Deck passengers.

A certain spac e, not far fr om the boiler , wher e the he at and c oal

dust w ere almost in toler able,Ñthe c olor ed steward on the boa t in

answer to an appe al fr om these unhapp y bondmen, c ould poin t to

no other plac e for c oncealment but this. N or w as he at all c ertain

that the y could endur e the in tense heat o f tha t plac e. It admi t ted

of no other postur e than l ying f lat do wn, wholl y shut out fr om the

light, and ne arly in the same pr edicament in r egard to the air . Here,

however, was a chance of thr owing o ff the y oke, even if i t cost them

their liv es. They consider ed and r esolved to tr y i t at all hazar ds.

Henr y Box BrownÕs sufferings w ere nothing, c ompar ed to wha t

these men submi t ted to during the en tir e journe y.

They reached the house o f one o f the Commi t tee about thr ee

oÕclock, A.M.

All the w ay fr om the wharf the c old r ain pour ed down in torr ents

and the y got c omple tel y dr enched, but their he arts w ere swelling

wi th jo y and gladness unut ter able. From the thick c oating o f coal

dust, and the ef fect o f the r ain added ther eto, all tr aces of natur al
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appearance were entir ely obli ter ated, and the y look ed frig htful in

the extr eme. But the y had plac ed their liv es in mor tal peril f or

fr eedom.

Every step o f their cri tic al journe y was reviewed and commen ted

on, wi th ma tchless na tur al eloquenc e,Ñho w, when almost on the

eve of suf focating in their w arm ber ths, in or der to c atch a br eath o f

air, they were compelle d to cr awl, one at a time, to a small aper tur e;

but sc arcely would one poor f ellow pass thr ee minutes being thus

refr eshed, ere the others w ould insist tha t he should Ògo back to

his hole.Ó Air was precious, but f or the time being the y valued their

li ber ty at still gr eater pric e.

After the y had talk ed to their he artsÕ conten t, and af ter the y had

been thor oughly cleansed and chang ed in appar el, their ph ysical

appearance could be e asily discerned, which made i t less a wonder

whenc e such outbursts o f eloquenc e had emanated. They bor e

every mark of determine d manhood.

The date of this arriv al was Februar y 26, 1854, and the follo wing

description w as then r ecordedÑ

Arriv ed, by Steamer Pennsylvania, James Mercer, William H.

Gilliam and John Clayton, fr om Richmond.

James was owned by the wido w, Mrs. T.E. Whi te. He is thir ty-t wo

years of age, of dar k comple xion, w ell made, good-looking, r eads

and wri tes, is very f luent in spe ech, and r emarkably in tellig ent.

From a boy, he had been hir ed out. The last plac e he had the honor

to f ill bef ore escaping, w as with M essrs. Williams and B rother ,

wholesale c ommission mer chants. For his ser vices in this stor e the

wido w had been dr awing one hundr ed and t wenty-f ive dollars per

annum, cle ar of all expenses.

He did not c omplain o f bad tr eatmen t fr om his mistr ess, indeed,

he spoke rather fa vorably of her . But he c ould not close his e yes

to the fac t, tha t at one time Mrs. W hi te had be en in possession o f

thir ty head of slaves, althoug h at the time he w as counting the c ost

of escaping, t wo onl y remainedÑhimself and W illiam, ( save a lit tle

boy) and on himself a mor tgage for seven hundr ed and f if ty dollars

was then r esting. H e could, ther efore, wi th his r emarkably quick
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in telle ct, calculate about ho w long i t w ould be bef ore he reached the

auction block.

He had a wif e but no child. She w as owned by Mr . Henr y W.

Quar les. So out of tha t Sodom he f elt he w ould ha ve to escape, even

at the c ost o f leaving his wif e behind. Of c ourse he f elt hopeful tha t

the w ay would open b y which she c ould esc ape at a futur e time, and

so it did, as will appe ar by and by. His aged mother he had to le ave

also.

Wm. Henr y Gilliam lik ewise belong ed to the W idow W hi te, and

he had been hir ed to M essrs. Whi te and Brother to driv e their

bread wagon. William w as a baker by tr ade. For his ser vices his

mistr ess had received one hundr ed and thir ty-f ive dollars per y ear.

He thoug ht his mistr ess quite as good, if not a li t tle be t ter than most

slave-holders. B ut he had ne ver f elt persuade d to belie ve that she

was good enoug h for him to r emain a slave for her suppor t.

Indeed, he had made several unsuccessful at tempts bef ore this

time to esc ape fr om slavery and i ts horr ors. He was full y poste d

fr om A to Z, but in his o wn person he had be en smar t enoug h to

escape most o f the mor e brutal outr ages. He knew ho w to r ead and

wri te, and in r eadiness of speech and general natur al abili ty was far

above the average of slaves.

He was twenty-f ive years of age, well made, o f lig ht comple xion,

and mig ht be put do wn as a valuable piece of pr oper ty.

This loss f ell wi th crushing w eight upon the kind-he arted

mistr ess, as will be seen in a le t ter subjoine d which she wr ote to the

unfai thful W illiam, some time af ter he had f led.

LETTER FROM MRS. L.E. WHITE.

RICHMOND, 16th, 1854.

DEAR HENRY:ÑYour mother and m yself r eceived your

let ter; she is much distr essed at your c onduc t; she is
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remaining just as y ou lef t her , she says, and she will ne ver be

reconcile d to y our c onduc t.

I think H enr y, you have acted most dishonor ably; had you

have made a conf idant o f me I w ould ha ve been bet ter o ff;

and you as you are. I am badly situated, living wi th Mrs.

Palmer , and having to put up wi th everythingÑ your mother

is also dissatisf iedÑ I am miser ably poor , do not g et a cent

of your hir e or JamesÕ, besides losing y ou both, but if y ou

canreconcileso do. By renting a che ap house, I mig ht have

lived, now i t seems star vation is bef ore me. Mar tha and

the Doc tor ar e living in P or tsmouth, i t is not in her po wer

to do much f or me. I kno w you will r epent i t. I he ard six

weeks before you went, tha t you were tr ying to persuade

him o ffÑbut w e all lik ed you, and I w as unwilling to belie ve

itÑho wever, I leave it in GodÕs hands He will kno w wha t

to do. Your mother sa ys that I must tell y ou servant Jones

isdeadand old Mrs. Galt. Kit is w ell, but w e are very uneasy,

losing y our and JamesÕ hire, I fear poor li t tle f ellow, that he

will be oblig ed to g o, as I am compelle d to liv e, and it will be

your fa ult. I am qui te un well, but o f course, you don Õt care.

Yours,

L.E. WHITE.

If you choose to c ome back y ou could. I w ould do a v ery

good par t by you, Toler and Cook e has none.

This touching epistle w as given by the disobe dien t W illiam to a

member o f the V igilant Commi t tee, when on a visi t to Canada, in

1855, and it w as thoug ht to be o f too much v alue to be lost. I t w as put

away wi th other v aluable U.G.R.R. documents for futur e reference.

Touching the ÒrascalityÓ of William and J ames and the unf or tuna te

predicament in which i t plac ed the kind-he arted wido w, Mrs. Louisa

Whi te, the f ollo wing e di torial clippe d fr om the wide-a wake

Richmond Despa tch, w as also highly appreciated, and pr eserved as

conclusiv e testimon y to the suc cessful working o f the U .G.R.R. in the

Old Dominion. I t r eads thusÑ
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ÒRASCALITY SOMEWHERE.ÑWe called at ten tion y esterday to the

advertisemen t o f t wo negr oes belong ing to Mrs. Louisa W hi te, by

Toler & Cook, and in the c all we expr essed the opinion tha t the y

were still lur king about the ci ty, preparator y to g oing o ff. Mr . Toler ,

we find, is o f a dif ferent opinion. H e believes that the y have already

cleared themsel vesÑhave escaped to a Free State, and w e think i t

extr emely pr obable tha t he is in the rig ht. They were both o f them

uncommonl y in tellig ent negr oes. One of them, the one hir ed to Mr .

Whi te, w as a tip-top bak er. He had been all about the c ountr y, and

had been in the habi t o f suppl ying the U .S. Pennsylvania wi th br ead;

Mr . W. having the c ontr act. In his visi ts for this purpose, o f course,

he forme d acquain tanc es with all sor ts of sea-faring char acters;

and ther e is every reason to belie ve that he has been assisted to

get o ff in tha t w ay, along wi th the other bo y, hir ed to the M essrs.

Williams. Tha t the t wo acted in c oncert, can admi t o f no doubt. The

question is no w to f ind out ho w the y got o ff. They must undoubte dly

have had whi te men in the se cret. Have we then a nest o f Aboli tion

scoundr els among us? Ther e ought to be a la w to put a polic e off icer

on boar d every vessel as soon as she lands at the wharf. Ther e is

one, we believe for inspe cting v essels before they leave. If ther e is

not ther e ought to be one.

ÒThese negroes belong to a wido w lady and consti tute all the

proper ty she has on earth. The y have both be en raised wi th the

greatest indulg ence. Had it been other wise, the y would ne ver have

had an oppor tuni ty to esc ape, as they have done. Their f light has lef t

her penniless. Ei ther o f them w ould r eadily have sold for $1200; and

Mr . Toler ad vised their o wner to sell them a t the c ommenc ement

of the y ear, probably anticipa ting the v ery thing tha t has happene d.

She refused to do so, be cause she felt too much a t tachmen t to them.

They have made a fine r eturn, trul y.Ó

No commen t is ne cessary on the abo ve edi torial e xcept simpl y to

expr ess the hope tha t the e di tor and his friends who se emed to be

ut ter ly befogged as to ho w these Òuncommonl y in tellig ent negr oesÓ

made their esc ape, will f ind the pr oblem satisfac toril y solved in this

book.
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However, in or der to do e ven-hande d justic e to all c oncerned, i t

seems but pr oper tha t W illiam and J ames should be he ard fr om, and

hence a let ter fr om each is her e appended for wha t the y are wor th.

True the y were intende d onl y for priv ate use, but sinc e the ÒTrue

lightÓ (Freedom) has come, all things ma y be made manif est.

LETTER FROM WILLIAM HENRY
GILLIAM.

ST. CATHARINES, C.W., MAY 15th, 1854.

My Dear Friend:Ñ I r eceaved yours, Dated the 10th and

the papers on the 13th, I also sa w the pic e that w as in Miss

ShaddÕs paper About me. I think T olar is rig ht About m y

being in A fr ee State, I am and think A gr eat del o f i t. Also

I have no compassion on the penniless wido w lady, I have

Served her 25 y ers 2 mon ths, I think tha t is long Enoug h for

me to liv e A Slave. Dear Sir , I am very sorr y to he ar of the

Accadent tha t happene d to our F riend Mr . Meakins, I have

read the le t ter to all tha t liv es in St. Catharines, tha t came

fr om old V ir ginia, and then I Sen ted to T oronto to M ercer

& Clayton to se e, and to Farman to r ead fur themsel ves. Sir ,

you must wri te to me soon and le t me kno w ho w M eakins

gets on wi th his tr yal, and you must pr ay for him, I ha ve told

all her e to do the same f or him. Ma y God bless and pr otect

him fr om prison, I ha ve heard A great del o f old Richmond

and Norf olk. Dear Sir , if you see Mr . or Mrs. Gil ber t Giv e

my love to them and tell them to wri te to me, also g ive my

respect to y our Family and A par t f or y ourself, lo ve fr om the

friends to y ou Soloman Brown, H. Atkins, W as. Johnson, Mrs.

Brooks, Mr . Dykes. Mr. Smi th is be t ter a t pr esant. And do not

forget to wri te the N ews of MeakinÕs tr yal. I cannot say any
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mor e at this time; but r emain yours and A true F riend on tell

Death.

W.H. GILLIAM, the wido wÕs Mi te.

ÒOur friend Minkins, Ó in whose behalf William asks the uni ted

prayers of his friends, w as one of the Òscoundr elsÓ who assisted him

and his t wo companions to esc ape on the ste amer. Being suspected

of ÒrascalityÓ in this direction, he w as arrested and put in jail, but as

no evidenc e could be f ound against him he w as soon released.

JAMES MERCERÕS LETTER.

TORONTO, MARCH 17th, 1854.

My dear friend S till:Ñ I tak e this me thod o f inf orming y ou

that I am w ell, and when this c omes to hand i t may f ind

you and y our famil y enjoying good health. Sir , my par ticular

for wri ting is tha t I wish to he ar fr om you, and to he ar

all the ne ws fr om do wn South. I wish to kno w if all things

are working Right f or the R est of my Brother an whom in

bondage. I will also Say tha t I am v ery much ple ase with

Toronto, So also the friends tha t came over wi th. I t is true

that w e have not be en Emplo yed as yet; but w e are in hopes

of beÕen so in a f ew days. We happen her e in good time jest

about time the pe ople in this c ountr y are going w ork. I am in

good health and g ood Spiri ts, and f eeles Rejoiced in the Lor d

for m y li ber ty. I Received cople o f paper fr om you to-da y. I

wish y ou see James Morris whom or Abr am George the f irst

and second on the Ship P enn., give my respects to them, and

ask James if he will c all at H enr y W. Quarles on May str eet

oppisi t the Jews synagogue and call for Mar ena Mercer, give

my love to her ask her o f all the times about Richmond, tell

her to Send me all the ne ws. Tell Mr . Morris tha t ther e will

be no danger in g oing to tha t plac e. You will also tell M. to
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make himself kno wn to her as she ma y know who sen t him.

And I wish to g et a let ter fr om you.

JAMES M. MERCER.

JOHN H. HILLÕS LETTER.

My friend, I w ould lik e to he ar fr om you, I have been looking

for a le t ter fr om you for Several days as the last w as very

inter esting to me, ple ase to wri te Right away.

Yours most R espectfull y,

JOHN H. HILL.

Instead of weeping o ver the sad si tuation o f his ÒpennilessÓ mistress

and showing an y signs of contri tion f or having wr onged the man

who held the mor tgage of seven hundr ed and f if ty dollars on him,

James actuall y Òfeels rejoiced in the Lor d for his li ber ty,Ó and is

Òvery much ple ased wi th Toronto;Ó but is not satisf ied yet, he is

even concocting a plan b y which his wif e might be run o ff fr om

Richmond, which w ould be the c ause of her o wner (H enr y W.

Quar les, Esq.) losing at least one thousand dollars,

ST. CATHARINE, CANADA, JUNE 8th, 1854.

MR. STILL, DEAR FRIEND:ÑI r eceived a let ter fr om the

poor old wido w, Mrs. L.E. Whi te, and she says I may come

back if I choose and she will do a g ood par t by me. Yes, yes

I am choosing the w estern side o f the South f or m y home.

She is smart, but c annot bung m y eye, so she shall have to

die in the poor house a t last, so she says, and Mercer and

myself will be the c ause of i t. That is all rig ht. I am g et ting

even wi th her no w for I w as in the poor house f or t wenty-

f ive years and have just got out. And she said she kne w I w as

coming a way six w eeks before I star ted, so you may know

my chanc e was slim. But Mr . John W rig ht said I c ame off lik e
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a gentleman and he did not blame me f or c oming f or I w as a

great bo y. Yes I here him enoug h he is all gas. I am in Canada,

and the y cannot help themsel ves.

About tha t subject I will not sa y anything mor e. You must

wri te to me as soon as y ou can and let me her e the ne ws and

how the Family is and yourself. Le t me kno w ho w the times

is wi th the U .G.R.R. Co. Is it doing g ood business? Mr . Dykes

sends his respects to y ou. Give mine to y our famil y.

Your true friend,

W.H. GILLIAM.

John Clayton, the c ompanion in tri bulation o f William and J ames,

must not be lost sig ht o f any long er. He was owned by the W idow

Clayton, and w as whi te enoug h to ha ve been nearly related to her ,

being a mula t to. H e was about thir ty-f ive years of age, a man of

f ine appearance, and qui te in tellig ent. Several years pr evious he

had made an at tempt to esc ape, but faile d. Prior to esc aping in

this instanc e, he had been laboring in a tobac co factor y at $150 a

year. It is ne edless to say tha t he did not appr ove of the Òpeculiar

insti tution. Ó He left a wif e and one child behind to mourn af ter

him. Of his vie ws of Canada and Freedom, the f ollo wing fr ank and

sensible let ter , penned shor tl y after his arriv al, speaks for i tself Ñ

TORONTO, March 6th, 1854.

DEAR MR. STILL:ÑI tak e this me thod o f inf orming y ou tha t

I am w ell both in he alth and mind. Y ou may rest assured tha t

I fells myself a fr ee man and do not f ell as I did when I w as

in Vir ginia thanks be to God I ha ve no master in to Canada

but I am m y own man. I arriv ed safe into Canada on frida y

last. I must r equest o f you to wri te a few lines to m y wif e and

jest state to her tha t her friend arriv ed safe into this g lorious

land o f li ber ty and I am w ell and she will mak e very shor t her

time in V ir ginia. tell her tha t I lik es here very well and hopes

to lik e it bet ter when I g ets to w ork I don Õt meane for y ou to

wri te the same w ords that ar e wri t ten abo ve but I wish y ou
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give her a cle ar understanding wher e I am and Shall Remain

here untel She comes or I he ars fr om her .

Nothing mor e at pr esent but r emain yours most

respectfull y,

JOHN CLAYTON.

You will ple ase to dir ect the to P etersbur g Luenena Johns

or Clayton John is best.
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Clarissa Davis

ARRIVED DRESSED IN MALE ATTIRE.

Clarissa f led fr om Por tsmouth, V a., in May, 1854, with t wo of her

brothers. Tw o mon ths and a half bef ore she succeeded in g et ting

off, Clarissa had made a desper ate ef for t, but faile d. The br others

succeeded, but she w as left. She had not g iven up all hope o f escape,

however, and ther efore sought Òa safe hiding-plac e until an

oppor tuni ty mig ht o ffer,Ó by which she c ould f ollo w her br others on

the U .G.R.R. Clarissa was owned by Mrs. Brown and Mrs. B urkley, of

Por tsmouth, under whom she had al ways served.

Of them she spok e favorably, saying tha t she Òhad not been used

as hard as many others w ere.Ó At this period, Clarissa w as about

twenty-t wo years of age, of a brig ht br own c omple xion, wi th

handsome f eatur es, exceeding ly respectful and modest, and

possessed all the char acteristics o f a well-br ed young lad y. For one

so li t tle acquain ted wi th books as she w as, the corr ectness of her

speech was perfectl y astonishing.

For Clarissa and her t wo br others a Òreward of one thousand

dollarsÓ was kept standing in the papers f or a length o f time, as these

(articles ) were consider ed very rare and valuable; the best tha t could

be produc ed in Vir ginia.

In the me anwhile the br others had passe d safely on to N ew

Bedford, but Clarissa r emained seclude d, Òwaiting f or the storm to

subside.Ó Keeping up c our age day by day, for seventy-f ive days, wi th

the f ear of being de tected and severely punishe d, and then sold,

after all her hopes and strugg les, requir ed the fai th o f a mar tyr.

Time af ter time, when she hope d to suc ceed in making her esc ape,

ill luck se emed to disappoin t her , and nothing but in tense suf fering

appeared to be in stor e. Like many others, under the crushing

weight o f oppr ession, she thoug ht she Òshould ha ve to die Ó ere she
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tasted li ber ty. In this sta te o f mind, one da y, word was conveyed

to her tha t the ste amship, Ci ty of Richmond, had arriv ed fr om

Philadelphia, and tha t the ste ward on boar d (wi th whom she w as

acquain ted), had consented to secrete her this trip, if she c ould

manage to r each the ship saf ely, which w as to star t the ne xt day.

This news to Clarissa w as both che ering and painful. She had be en

Òpraying all the time while w aiting,Ó but now she felt Òthat if i t w ould

only rain rig ht har d the ne xt morning about thr ee oÕclock, to driv e

the polic e off icers off the str eet, then she c ould saf ely make her

way to the boa t.Ó Therefore she prayed anxiousl y all tha t day tha t i t

would r ain, Òbut no sign of r ain appeared till to wards midnig ht.Ó The

prospect look ed horri bly discour aging; but she pr ayed on, and at

the appoin ted hour ( thr ee oÕclock Ñbef ore day), the r ain descended

in torr ents. Dr essed in male a t tir e, Clarissa lef t the miser able coop

wher e she had been almost wi thout lig ht or air f or t wo and a half

mon ths, and unmoleste d, reached the boa t safely, and was secreted

in a box by Wm. Bagnal, a clever young man who sinc erely

sympathiz ed wi th the sla ve, having a wif e in slavery himself; and

by him she w as safely deliv ered in to the hands o f the V igilanc e

Commi t tee.

Clarissa Davis her e, by advice of the Commi t tee, dropped her old

name, and w as straightway christene d ÒMary D. Armste ad.Ó Desiring

to join her br others and sister in N ew Bedford, she was duly

furnishe d wi th her U .G.R.R. passport and dir ected thi ther ward. Her

father , who w as left behind when she g ot o ff, soon af ter made his

way on Nor th, and joine d his childr en. He was too old and inf irm

probably to be w or th an ything, and had be en allowed to g o fr ee, or

to pur chase himself f or a mer e nominal sum. Sla veholders w ould,

on some such oc casions, show w onderful li berali ty in le t ting their

old slaves go fr ee, when the y could w ork no mor e. After r eaching

New Bedford, Clarissa manif ested her gr ati tude in wri ting to her

friends in P hiladelphia r epeatedly, and evinc ed a very lively in ter est

in the U .G.R.R. The appended let ter indic ates her sinc ere feelings o f

grati tude and de ep in ter est in the c auseÑ
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NEW BEDFORD, August 26, 1855.

MR. STILL:ÑI avail my self to wri te you thes f ew lines

hopeing the y may f ind y ou and y our famil y well as the y

leaves me very well and all the famil y well except m y father

he seams to be impr oveing wi th his shoulder he has be en

able to w ork a li t tle I r eceived the papers I w as highly

delig hted to r eceive them I w as very glad to he ar fr om you

in the wheler c ase I was very glad to he ar tha t the persons

ware safe I was very sory to he ar tha t mr W illiamson w as

put in prison but I kno w if the pr aying par t o f the pe ople

will pr ay for him and if he will put his trust in the lor d

he will bring him out mor e than c onquer ple ase remember

my Dear old far ther and sisters and br others to y our famil y

kiss the childr en for me I he ar tha t the y ellow fever is very

bad down south no w if the under ground r ailr oad could ha ve

fr ee course the emer grant w ould cr oss the riv er of gordan

rapidl y I hope i t may continue to run and I hope the whe els

of the c ar may be greesed wi th mor e substantial gr eese so

they may run o ver swif tl y I w ould ha ve wr ote bef ore but

cir cumstanc es would not permi t me Miss Sanders and all

the friends desir ed to be r emember ed to y ou and y our famil y

I shall be ple ased to he ar fr om the under ground r ail r oad

often.

Yours r espectfull y,

MARY D. ARMSTEAD.
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Anthony Blow, Alias Henry
Levison

SECRETED TEN MONTHS BEFORE
STARTINGÑEIGHT DAYS STOWED AWAY
ON A STEAMER BOUND FOR
PHILADELPHIA.

Arriv ed fr om Norf olk, about the 1st o f November , 1854. Ten mon ths

before star ting, An thon y had been closel y concealed. He belonged

to the esta te o f Mrs. Peters, a wido w, who had be en dead about one

year before his concealment.

On the se t tlemen t o f his old mistr essÕ estate, which w as to tak e

place one year after her de ath, An thon y was to be tr ansferr ed to

Mrs. Lewis, a daughter of Mrs. Peters ( the wif e of James Lewis,

Esq.). Anthon y felt w ell satisf ied tha t he w as not the sla ve to ple ase

the Òtyrannic al whimsÓ of his an ticipa ted master , young Lewis, and

of course he ha ted the ide a of having to c ome under his y oke.

And what made i t still mor e unple asant f or An thon y was that Mr .

Lewis w ould fr equentl y remind him tha t i t w as his inten tion to Òsell

him as soon as he got possessionÑthe f irst da y of January.Ó ÒI can

get f if teen hundr ed dollars f or y ou easily, and I will do i t.Ó This

contemptuous thr eat had c aused Anthon yÕs blood to boil time and

again. But An thon y had to tak e the ma t ter as c almly as possible,

which, ho wever, he was not always able to do.

At any rate, Anthon y conclude d tha t his Òyoung master had

counted the chick ens before they were hatche d.Ó Indeed her e

Anthon y began to be a de ep think er. He thoug ht, f or instanc e, that

he had alr eady been shot thr ee times, at the instanc e of slave-

holders. The f irst time he w as shot was for r efusing a f logging when
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only eighteen years of age. The second time, he w as shot in the

head wi th squirr el shot b y the sherif f, who w as at tempting to arr est

him f or having r esisted thr ee Òyoung whi te ruf f ians,Ó who wished to

have the ple asure of beating him, but g ot be aten themsel ves. And in

addi tion to being shot this time, An thon y was still fur ther Òbroke inÓ

by a terri ble f logging fr om the Sherif f. The thir d time An thon y was

shot he w as about t wenty-one y ears of age. In this instanc e he was

punishe d for his old o ffenceÑhe Òwould not be whippe d.Ó

This time his in jur y fr om being shot w as light, compar ed wi th the

two pr eceding at tacks. Also in c onnection wi th these mur derous

conf lic ts, he could not f orget tha t he had be en sold on the a uction

block. But he had still de eper thinking to do y et. He determine d tha t

his young master should ne ver get Òfif teen hundr ed dollars f or him

on the 1st o f January,Ó unless he got them while he ( Anthon y) was

running. F or An thon y had full y made up his mind tha t when the last

day of December ende d, his bondag e should end also, e ven if he

should ha ve to accept de ath as a substi tute. H e then began to think

of the Under ground Rail Road and of Canada; but who the ag ents

were, or ho w to f ind the depot, w as a serious puzzle to him. B ut

his time w as get ting so shor t he w as convinc ed tha t wha tever he

did w ould ha ve to be done quickl y. In this fr ame of mind he f ound a

man who pr ofessed to kno w something about the Under ground Rail

Road, and for Òthirty dollarsÓ promised to aid him in the ma t ter .

The thir ty dollars w ere raised by the har dest ef for t and passed

over to the pr etende d friend, wi th the e xpectation tha t i t w ould

avail gr eatl y in the emer gency. But An thon y found himself sold f or

thir ty dollars, as nothing w as done for him. H owever, the 1st day

of January arriv ed, but An thon y was not to be f ound to answ er to

his name at r oll c all. He had Òtook outÓ very early in the morning.

Daily he pr ayed in his plac e of concealment ho w to f ind the U .G.R.R.

Ten mon ths passed away, during which time he suffered almost

death, but persuade d himself to belie ve that even tha t w as bet ter

than slavery. With An thon y, as it has been wi th thousands o f others

similar ly situated, just as everything w as looking the most hopeless,

word came to him in his plac e of concealment tha t a friend name d
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Minkins, emplo yed on the ste amship Ci ty of Richmond, w ould

under take to c onceal him on the boa t, if he c ould be cr owded in a

certain plac e, which w as about the onl y spot tha t w ould be perf ectl y

safe. This was glorious ne ws to An thon y; but i t w as well f or him tha t

he was ignor ant o f the si tuation tha t awaited him on the boa t, or his

heart mig ht have failed him. H e was willing, ho wever, to risk his lif e

for fr eedom, and, ther efore, went joyfull y.

The hiding-plac e was small and he w as large. A sit ting a t ti tude

was the onl y way he could possi bly occupy i t. He was conten ted.

This plac e was Ònear the r ange, dir ectl y over the boiler ,Ó and of

course, w as very warm. Nevertheless, Anthon y felt tha t he w ould

not murmur , as he knew wha t suf fering w as pret ty well, and

especiall y as he took i t f or gr anted tha t he w ould be fr ee in about

a day and a half Ñthe usual time i t took the ste amer to mak e her

trip. A t the appoin ted hour the ste amer lef t Norf olk f or Philadelphia,

wi th An thon y sit ting f lat do wn in his U .G.R.R. berth, thoug htful

and hopeful. B ut bef ore the ste amer had made half her distanc e

the storm w as tossing the ship hi ther and thi ther f earfull y. Head

winds ble w terri bly, and for a number o f days the elemen ts seemed

perf ectl y mad. In addi tion to the e xtr aordinar y state o f the w eather ,

when the storm subside d the f og took i ts plac e and held the master y

of the ship wi th equal despotism un til the end o f over seven days,

when f inall y the storm, wind, and f og all disappe ared, and on the

eighth da y of her boister ous passage the ste amship Ci ty of

Richmond lande d at the wharf o f Philadelphia, wi th this g iant and

hero on boar d who had suf fered for ten mon ths in his c oncealment

on land and f or eig ht days on the ship.

Anthon y was of very powerful ph ysical pr opor tions, being six

feet thr ee inches in heig ht, qui te black, v ery in tellig ent, and o f a

temper ament tha t w ould not submi t to sla very. For some y ears his

master , Col. Cunnagan, had hir ed him out in W ashington, wher e he

was accused of being in the schooner P earl, wi th Capt. Dr ayton Õs

memor able Òseventy fug itiv es on board, bound f or Canada.Ó At this

time he w as stoker in a machine shop, and w as at w ork on an

anchor w eighing Òten thousand pounds. Ó In the e xci temen t over the
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at tempt to esc ape in the P earl, many were arrested, and the o ff icers

wi th ir ons visi ted Anthon y at the machine shop to arr est him, but he

decline d to le t them put the hand-cuf fs on him, but c onsented to g o

wi th them, if permi t ted to do so wi thout being ir oned. The off icers

yielde d, and Anthon y went willing ly to the jail. P assing unnotic ed

other in ter esting c onf lic ts in his har d lif e, suff ice it to sa y, he lef t his

wif e, Ann, and thr ee childr en, Benjamin, John and Alfr ed, all owned

by Col. Cunnagan. I n this br ave-he arted man, the Commi t tee felt a

deep in ter est, and accorded him their usual hospi tali ties.
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Perry Johnson, of Elkton,
Maryland

EYE KNOCKED OUT, ETC.

Perr yÕs exi t w as in November , 1853. He was owned by Char les

Johnson, who liv ed at Elkton. The inf lic tion o f a severe ÒfloggingÓ

fr om the hand o f his master a wakened Perr y to c onsider the

impor tanc e of the U .G.R.R. Perr y had the misf or tune to le t a Òload of

fodder upse t,Ó about which his master be came exasperated, and in

his agitated state o f mind he suc ceeded in af f ixing a number o f very

ugly stationar y mar ks on Perr yÕs back. However, this w as no new

thing. I ndeed he had suf fered at the hands o f his mistr ess even far

mor e keenly than fr om these Òugly mar ks.Ó He had but one e ye; the

other he had be en depriv ed of by a terri ble str oke wi th a cowhide in

the Òhand of his mistr ess.Ó This lady he pr onounc ed to be a Òperf ect

savage,Ó and added tha t Òshe was in the habi t o f cowhiding an y of

her slaves whenever she felt lik e it, which w as quite o ften.Ó Perr y

was about t wenty-eig ht years of age and a man of pr omise. The

Commi t tee at tende d to his w ants and f orwarded him on N or th.
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Isaac Forman, William Davis
and Willis Redick

HEARTS FULL OF JOY FOR
FREEDOMÑVERY ANXIOUS FOR WIVES IN
SLAVERY.

These passengers all arriv ed tog ether , concealed, per ste amship

City of Richmond, De cember , 1853. Isaac Forman, the y oungest of

the par tyÑt wenty-thr ee years of age and a dark mula t toÑ would be

consider ed by a Southerner c apable of judg ing as Òvery lik ely.Ó He

f led fr om a wido w by the name o f Mrs. Sanders, who had be en in

the habi t o f hiring him out f or Òone hundr ed and t wenty dollars a

year.Ó She belonged in N orf olk, Va.; so did Isaac. For f our y ears Isaac

had served in the c apacity of steward on the ste amship Augusta.

He stated tha t he had a wif e living in Richmond, and tha t she w as

conf ined the morning he took the U .G.R.R. Of course he c ould not

see her. The privileg e of living in Richmond wi th his wif e Òhad been

denied him.Ó Thus, fearing to r ender her unhapp y, he was obliged to

conceal fr om her his in ten tion to esc ape. ÒOnce or t wic e in the y ear

was all the privileg e allowedÓ him to visit her . This onl y added Òinsult

to in jur y,Ó in IsaacÕs opinion; wher efore he conclude d tha t he w ould

make one less to ha ve to suf fer thus, and c ommon sense said he w as

wise in the ma t ter . No par ticular char ges are found r ecorded on the

U.G.R.R. books against the mistr ess. He went to Canada.

In the subjoine d let ters (about his wif e) is clearly revealed the

sincere grati tude he f elt to wards those who aide d him: a t the same

time i t may be seen how the thoug ht o f his wif e being in bondag e

grieved his heart. I t w ould ha ve requir ed men wi th stone he arts to

have turne d deaf ears to such appe als. Extract fr om le t ter soon af ter

reaching CanadaÑhopeful and happ yÑ
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EXTRACT OF LETTER FROM ISAAC
FORMAN.

TORONTO, Feb. 20th, 1854.

MR. WILLIAM STILL:Ñ SirÑYour kind le t ter arriv ed safe

at hand on the 18th, and I w as very happy to r eceive it.

I now feel tha t I should r eturn y ou some thanks f or y our

kindness. Dear sir I do pr ay fr om the bot tom o f my heart,

that the hig h heavens may bless you for y our kindness; g ive

my love to Mr . Bagnel and Mr . Minkins, ask them if the y have

heard anything fr om m y br other , tell Mr . Bagnel to g ive my

love to m y sister -in-la w and mother and all the famil y. I am

now living a t RussellÕs Hotel; i t is the f irst si tuation I ha ve

had sinc e I have been her e and I lik e it very well. Sir y ou

would oblig e me by let ting me kno w if Mr . Minkins has se en

my wif e; you will ple ase let me kno w as soon as possible. I

wonder if Mr . Minkins has thoug ht o f any way tha t he c an

get m y wif e away. I should lik e to kno w in a f ew days.

Your w ell wisher ,

ISAAC FORMAN.

Another le t ter fr om Isaac. He is very gloom y and his he art is almost

breaking about his wif e.

SECOND LETTER.

TORONTO, May 7,1854.

MR. W. STILL:ÑDear Sir ÑI tak e this oppor tuni ty of wri ting

you these f ew lines and hope when the y reach you the y

will f ind y ou well. I w ould ha ve wri t ten y ou before, but I

was waiting to he ar fr om m y friend, Mr . Brown. I judg e his
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business has been of impor tanc e as the occasion wh y he has

not wri t ten bef ore. Dear sir , nothing w ould ha ve prevented

me fr om wri ting, in a c ase of this kind, e xcept de ath.

My soul is vexed, my tr oubles ar e inexpr essible. I o ften f eel

as if I w ere willing to die. I must se e my wif e in shor t, if not,

I will die. W hat w ould I not g ive no tongue c an ut ter . Just to

gaze on her sw eet lips one momen t I w ould be willing to die

the ne xt. I am de termine d to see her some time or other . The

thoug ht o f being a slave again is miser able. I hope he aven

will smile upon me again, bef ore I am one again. I will le ave

Canada again shor tl y, but I don Õt name the place that I g o, it

may be in the bot tom o f the oc ean. If I had kno wn as much

before I lef t, as I do no w, I would ne ver have left un til I c ould

have found me ans to have brought her wi th me. You have

never suf fered fr om being absen t fr om a wif e, as I have. I

consider tha t to be ne arly superior to de ath, and hope y ou

will do all y ou can for me, and inquir e fr om your friends if

nothing c an be done f or me. Please wri te to me imme diatel y

on r eceipt o f this, and sa y something tha t will che er up m y

drooping spiri ts. You will oblig e me by seeing Mr . Brown and

ask him if he w ould oblig e me by going to Richmond and

see my wif e, and see what arr angements he could mak e wi th

her, and I w ould be willing to pa y all his expenses ther e and

back. Please to see both Mr . Bagnel and Mr . Minkins, and ask

them if the y have seen my wif e. I am determine d to see her,

if I die the ne xt momen t. I c an say I w as once happy, but

never will be again, un til I se e her; because what is fr eedom

to me, when I kno w tha t m y wif e is in slavery? Those persons

that you shippe d a few w eeks ago, remained at St. Catherine,

inste ad of coming o ver to T oronto. I sen t you t wo let ters last

week and I hope y ou will ple ase at tend to them. The post-

off ice is shut, so I enclose the mone y to pa y the post, and

please wri te me in haste.

I r emain evermor e your obe dien t ser vant,

I. FORMAN.
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WILLIS REDICK.

He was owned by S.J. Wilson, a mer chant, living in P or tsmouth, V a.

Willis w as of a very dark hue, thick se t, thir ty-t wo years of age, and

possessed of a fair shar e of mind. The o wner had be en accustome d

to hir e Willis out f or Òone hundr ed dollars a y ear.Ó Willis thoug ht

his lot Òpret ty hard,Ó and his master rather incr eased this notion

by his severi ty, and especiall y by ÒthreateningÓ to sell him. H e had

enjoyed, as far as it w as expected for a slave to do, Òfive months

of marrie d lif e,Ó but he loved slavery no less on this ac count. In

fact he had just begun to c onsider wha t i t w as to have a wif e and

childr en tha t he Òcould not o wn or pr otect,Ó and who were claimed

as anotherÕs proper ty. Consequentl y he became qui te r estive under

these r ef lections and his masterÕs ill-usag e, and conclude d to Òlook

out,Ó without c onsulting ei ther the master or the y oung wif e.

This step look ed exceeding ly hard, but wha t else could the poor

fellow do? Slavery existe d expr essly for the purpose o f crushing

souls and br eaking tender he arts.

* * * * *

WILLIAM DAVIS.

William mig ht be descri bed as a good-looking mula t to, thir ty-one

years of age, and capable of thinking f or himself. H e made no gr ave

complain ts of ill-usag e under his master , ÒJoseph Reynolds,Ó who

lived at Newton, P or tsmouth, V a. However, his owner had

occasionally Òthreatened to sell him. Ó As this was too much f or

William Õs sensitiv e feelings, he took umbr age at i t and made a hast y

and hazardous mo ve, which r esulted in f inding himself on the

U.G.R.R. The most serious r egret W illiam had to r epor t to the

Commi t tee was, that he w as compelle d to ÒleaveÓ his Òwife,Ó
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Catharine, and his li t tle da ughter , Louisa, t wo years and one mon th,

and an infan t son seven mon ths old. H e eviden tl y loved them v ery

tender ly, but saw no w ay by which he c ould aid them, as long as

he was daily liable to be put on the a uction block and sold far

South. This ar gument w as regarded by the Commi t tee as logical and

unanswerable; consequentl y the y readily endorse d his course, while

they deeply sympathiz ed wi th his poor wif e and li t tle ones. ÒBefore

escaping,Ó he Òdared notÓ even apprise his wif e and child, whom he

had to le ave behind in the prison house.

Isaac Forman, W illiam D avis and Willis Redick | 93



Joseph Henry Camp

THE AUCTION BLOCK IS DEFEATED AND
A SLAVE TRADER LOSES FOURTEEN
HUNDRED DOLLARS.

In November , 1853, in the twentie th y ear of his age, Camp was held

to Òservice or laborÓ in the Ci ty of Richmond, V a., by Dr. K. Clark.

Being uncommonl y smar t and qui te good-looking a t the same time,

he was a saleable piece of mer chandise. W ithout c onsulting his vie w

of the ma t ter or making the le ast in tima tion o f any change, the

master one da y struck up a bar gain wi th a tr ader f or Joseph, and

received Fourteen H undr ed Dollar s cashin consider ation ther eof.

Mr . Rober t Parr et t, o f Parson & KingÕs Express off ice, happened to

have a knowledge of wha t had tr anspir ed, and thinking pr et ty well

of Joseph, conf iden tiall y put him in full possession o f all the fac ts in

the c ase. For r ef lection he har dly had f ive minutes. B ut he a t onc e

resolved to strik e that day for fr eedomÑnot to g o home tha t evening

to be deliv ered in to the hands o f his ne w master . In put ting in to

execution his bold r esolve, he secreted himself, and so r emained for

thr ee weeks. In the me antime his mother , who w as a slave, resolved

to escape also, but af ter one w eekÕs gloom y foreboding, she be came

Òfaint-he arted and gave the strugg le over.Ó But Joseph did not kno w

what surr ender me ant. H is sole thoug ht w as to pr ocur e a tick et on

the U .G.R.R. for Canada, which b y persisten t ef for t he suc ceeded

in doing. H e hid himself in a ste amer, and by this w ay reached

Philadelphia, wher e he received every accommoda tion a t the usual

depot, w as provided wi th a fr ee tick et, and sen t o ff r ejoicing f or

Canada. The unfor tuna te mother w as Òdetected and sold South.Ó

94 | Joseph Henr y Camp



Sheridan Ford

SECRETED IN THE WOODSÑESCAPES IN A
STEAMER.

About the t wenty-nin th o f January, 1855, Sheridan arrived fr om the

Old Dominion and a lif e of bondag e, and was welcomed cordiall y

by the V igilanc e Commi t tee. Miss Elizabeth Brown o f Por tsmouth,

Va. claimed Sheridan as her pr oper ty. He spoke rather kindl y of

her, and felt tha t he Òhad not been used very hardÓ as a general

thing, althoug h, he wisel y added, Òthe best usage was bad enough.Ó

Sheridan had ne arly reached his t wenty-eig hth y ear, was tall and

well made, and possessed of a consider able share of in tellig ence.

Not a gr eat while bef ore making up his mind to esc ape, for some

trif ling o ffence he had been Òstr etche d up wi th a r ope by his hands,Ó

and Òwhipped unmer cifull y.Ó In addi tion to this he had Ò got wind

of the fac t,Ó that he w as to be auctione ered off; soon these things

brought serious r ef lections to Sheridan Õs mind, and among other

questions, he began to ponder ho w he could g et a tick et on the

U.G.R.R., and get out o f this Òplace of tormen t,Ó to where he mig ht

have the benef it o f his o wn labor . In this sta te o f mind, about the

four teenth da y of November , he took his f irst and daring step. H e

went not, ho wever, to le arned lawyers or able ministers o f the

Gospel in his distr ess and tr ouble, but w ended his w ay Òdir ectl y

to the w oods,Ó where he felt tha t he w ould be saf er wi th the wild

animals and r eptiles, in soli tude, than wi th the barbar ous civiliza tion

that existe d in Por tsmouth.

The f irst da y in the w oods he passed in pr ayer inc essantl y, all

alone. In this par ticular plac e of seclusion he r emained Òfour da ys

and nig hts,Ó Òtwo days suffered severely fr om hung er, cold and

thirst. Ó However, one who w as a ÒfriendÓ to him, and knew of his

wher eabouts, managed to g et some f ood to him and c onsoling
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words; but a t the end o f the f our da ys this friend g ot in to some

dif f icult y and thus Sheridan w as left to Òwade thr ough deep waters

and head windsÓ in an almost hopeless sta te. Ther e he could not

consent to sta y and star ve to de ath. According ly he lef t and f ound

another plac e of seclusionÑ wi th a friend in the to wnÑ for a

pecuniar y consider ation. A secret passage was procur ed for him on

one of the ste amers running be tween Philadelphia and Richmond,

Va. When he lef t his poor wif e, Julia, she was then Òlying in prison to

be sold,Ó on the simple charge of having been suspected of conniving

at her husbandÕs escape. As a woman she had kno wn some thing

of the Òbarbarism of slaveryÓ, from every-da y experienc e, which

the lar ge scars about her he ad indic atedÑac cording to Sheridan Õs

testimon y. She was the mother o f t wo childr en, but had ne ver been

allowed to ha ve the c are of ei ther o f them. The husband, ut ter ly

powerless to o ffer her the le ast sympath y in w ord or de ed, lef t this

dark habi tation o f cruelt y, as above referr ed to, wi th no hope o f ever

seeing wif e or child again in this w or ld.

The Commi t tee afforded him the usual aid and c omf or t, and

passed him on to the ne xt sta tion, wi th his fac e set to wards Boston.

He had heard the sla veholders ÒcurseÓ Boston so much, that he

conclude d i t must be a pr et ty safe place for the fug itiv e.
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Joseph Kneeland, Alias Joseph
Hulson

Joseph Kneeland arriv ed November 25, 1853. He was a prepossessing

man of t wenty-six, dar k comple xion, and in tellig ent. At the time o f

JosephÕs escape, he was owned by Jacob Kneeland, who had fallen

heir to him as a par t o f his fa therÕs estate. Joseph spoke of his old

master as having tr eated him Òpret ty well,Ó but he had an idea that

his young master had a v ery Òmalignan t spiri t;Ó for even before the

death o f his old master , the heir w anted him, ÒJoe,Ó sold, and after

the old man die d, mat ters appe ared to be c oming to a crisis v ery

fast. Even as early as November , the young despot had distinc tl y

given ÒJoeÓ to understand, tha t he w as not to be hir ed out another

year, intima ting tha t he w as to Ògo somewher e,Ó but as to particulars,

it w as time enoug h for Joe to kno w them.

Of course ÒJoeÓ looked at his master Òrig ht goodÓ and saw rig ht

thr ough him, and a t the same time, sa w the U .G.R.R., Òdarkly.Ó Daily

slavery grew awfull y mean, but on the other hand, Canada w as

looked upon as a very desir able countr y to emigr ate to, and he

conclude d to mak e his way ther e, as speedil y as the U.G.R.R. could

safely convey him. Ac cording ly he soon c arrie d his design in to

practic e, and on his arriv al, the Commi t tee regarded him as a very

good subject f or her B ri tish Majest yÕs possessions in Canada.
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Ex-President Tyler's
Household Loses an
Aristocratic "Article"

James Hambleton Christian is a r emarkable specimen o f the Òwell

fed, &c.Ó In talking wi th him r elativ e to his lif e as a slave, he said

very pr omptl y, ÒI have always been tr eated well; if I onl y have half

as good times in the N or th as I have had in the South, I shall

be perf ectl y satisf ied. Any time I desir ed spending mone y, five or

ten dollars w ere no object.Ó At times, James had borr owed of his

master , one, t wo, and thr ee hundr ed dollars, to loan out to some

of his friends. W ith r egard to appar el and jewelr y, he had worn the

best, as an every-da y adornmen t. With r egard to f ood also, he had

fared as well as heart could wish, wi th abundanc e of leisur e time

at his c ommand. H is depor tmen t w as certainl y very refined and

gentlemanl y. About f if ty per c ent. of Anglo-Saxon blood w as visible

in his f eatur es and his hair , which ga ve him no inc onsider able claim

to sympa th y and care. He had been to W illiam and Mar yÕs College

in his y ounger days, to w ait on y oung master J ames B.C., where,

thr ough the kindness o f some of the studen ts he had pick ed up a

trif ling amoun t o f book le arning. T o be brief, this man w as born the

slave of old Major Christian, on the Glen P lantation, Char les City

county, Va. The Christians w ere wealth y and owned many slaves,

and belong ed in r eality to the F .F.VÕs. On the de ath o f the old Major ,

James fell in to the hands o f his son, Judge Christian, who w as

executor to his fa therÕs estate. Subsequentl y he fell in to the hands

of one o f the Judg eÕs sisters, Mrs. John Ty ler (wif e of Ex-Pr esident

Tyler ), and then he be came a member o f the Pr esidentÕs domestic

household, w as at the W hi te House, under the Pr esident, fr om 1841

to 1845. Though but v ery young at tha t time, J ames was only f it

for tr aining in the ar ts, scienc e, and myster y of waiting, in which
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profession, much pains w ere taken to qualif y him c omple tel y for his

calling.

After a lapse o f time; his mistr ess died. According to her r equest,

after this e vent, James and his old mother w ere handed over to her

nephew, William H. Christian, Esq., a mer chant o f Richmond. F rom

this g entleman, James had the f oll y to f lee.

Passing hurrie dly over in ter esting de tails, r eceived fr om him

respecting his r emarkable histor y, two or thr ee mor e inciden ts too

good to omi t must suf f ice.

ÒHow did y ou lik e Mr . Tyler?Ó said an inquisitiv e member o f the

Vigilanc e Commi t tee. ÒI didnÕt like Mr . Tyler much, Ó was the r eply.

ÒWhy?Ó again inquired the member o f the Commi t tee. ÒBecause

Mr . Tyler w as a poor man. I ne ver did lik e poor pe ople. I didn Õt

like his marr ying in to our famil y, who w ere consider ed very far

TylerÕs superiors.Ó ÒOn the plan tation,Ó he said, ÒTyler w as a very

cross man, and tr eated the ser vants very cruell y; but the house

servants w ere tr eated much be t ter , owing to their ha ving belong ed

to his wif e, who pr otected them fr om perse cution, as the y had been

favori te ser vants in her fa therÕs famil y.Ó James estimated tha t ÒTyler

got about thir ty-f ive thousand dollars and t wenty-nine sla ves,

young and old, b y his wif e.Ó

What pr ompte d James to le ave such ple asant quar ters? I t w as

this: H e had become enamor ed of a young and r espectable fr ee

gir l in Richmond, wi th whom he c ould not be uni ted in marriag e

solely because he was a slave, and did not o wn himself. The fr equent

sad separations o f such marrie d couples (wher e one or the other

was a slave) could not be o verlooked; consequentl y, the poor f ellow

conclude d tha t he w ould stand a be t ter chanc e of gaining his obje ct

in Canada than b y remaining in V ir ginia. So he began to f eel tha t he

mig ht himself be sold some da y, and thus the r esolution c ame home

to him v ery forcibly to mak e tr acks for Canada.

In speaking o f the g ood tr eatmen t he had al ways met wi th, a

member o f the Commi t tee remarked, ÒYou must be akin to some

one of your masterÕs famil y?Ó To which he r eplied, ÒI am ChristianÕs

son.Ó Unquestionably this passeng er w as one of tha t happ y class so
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commonl y referr ed to b y apolog ists f or the ÒPatriar chal I nsti tution. Ó

The Commi t tee, feeling a deep in ter est in his stor y, and desiring

great suc cess to him in his Under ground ef for ts to g et rid o f slavery,

and at the same time possess himself o f his af f ianced, made him

heartil y welcome, feeling assur ed tha t the strugg les and har dships

he had submi t ted to in esc aping, as well as the luxuries he w as

leaving behind, w ere nothing to be c ompar ed wi th the blessings o f

li ber ty and a fr ee wif e in Canada.
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Edward Morgan, Henry
Johnson, James and Stephen
Butler

ÒTWO THOUSAND DOLLARS REWARD.ÑThe above Reward

will be paid f or the appr ehension o f t wo blacks, who esc aped

on Sunday last. I t is suppose d the y have made their w ay

to Pennsylvania. $500 will be paid f or the appr ehension o f

either , so that w e can get them again. The oldest is name d

Edward Morgan, about f ive feet six or se ven inches, he avily

madeÑis a dar k black, has r ather a do wn look when spok en

to, and is about 21 years of age.

ÒHenr y Johnson is a c olor ed negr o, about f ive feet seven

or eig ht inches, he avily made, aged nine teen years, has a

pleasant countenanc e, and has a mark on his ne ck belo w the

ear.

ÒStephen B utler is a dar k-c omple xione d negr o, about f ive

feet seven inches; has a ple asant countenanc e, wi th a scar

above his eye; plays on the violin; about t wenty-t wo years

old.

ÒJim Butler is a dar k-c omple xione d negr o, f ive feet eig ht

or nine inches; is r ather sullen when spok en to; fac e rough;

aged about t wenty-one y ears. The clothing not r ecollected.

They had black fr ock coats and slouch ha ts wi th them. An y

inf orma tion o f them addr ess Elizabeth Brown, Sandy Hook

P.O., or of Thomas Johnson, Abing don P.O., Harford county,

Md.

ÒELIZABETH BROWN.

ÒTHOMAS JOHNSON.Ó
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FROM THE UNDERGROUND RAIL
ROAD RECORDS.

The follo wing memor andum is made, which, if not too la te, may

afford some lig ht to ÒElizabeth Brown and Thomas Johnson,Ó if they

have not alr eady gone the w ay of the Òlost causeÓÑ

June 4, 1857.ÑEdward is a hardy and f irm-looking y oung man o f

twenty-f our y ears of age, chestnut c olor , medium siz e, and

Òlikely,ÓÑwould doubtless bring $1,400 in the mar ket. He had been

held as the pr oper ty of the wido w, ÒBetsy Brown,Ó who resided near

Mill Gr een P.O., in Harford county, Md. ÒShe was a very bad woman;

would g o to chur ch every Sunday, come home and g o to f ighting

amongst the c olor ed people; w as never satisf ied; she tr eated my

mother v ery hard, (said Ed.); would be at her wi th a w alking-stick,

&c. She was an old woman and belong ed to the Ca tholic Chur ch.

Over her sla ves she kept an o verseer, who w as a very wick ed man;

very bad on c olor ed people; his name w as ÔBill Edd y;Õ Elizabeth

Brown owned t welve head.Ó

Henr y is of a brown skin, a g ood-looking y oung man, onl y

nine teen years of age, whose pr epossessing appearance would

insur e a high pric e for him in the mar ketÑper haps $1,700. With

Edward, he testif ies to the me anness of Mrs. Betsy Brown, as well as

to his o wn long ing desir e for fr eedom. Being a f ellow-ser vant wi th

Edward, Henr y was a party to the plan o f escape. In slavery he lef t

his mother and thr ee sisters, owned by the Òold w omanÓ from whom

he escaped.

James is about t wenty-one y ears of age, full black, and me dium

size. As he had been worked hard on poor far e, he conclude d to

leave, in company wi th his br other and t wo cousins, leaving his

parents in sla very, owned by the ÒWidow Pyle,Ó who was also the

owner o f himself. ÒShe was upwards of eighty, very passionate and

ill-na tur ed, althoug h a member o f the Pr esbyterian Chur ch.Ó James

may be wor th $1,400.

Stephen is a br other o f JamesÕ, and is about the same siz e, thoug h
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a year older . His experienc e dif fered in no ma terial r espect fr om his

brotherÕs; was owned by the same w oman, whom he Òhated for her

bad tr eatmen tÓ of him. W ould bring $1,400 , perhaps.

In substanc e, and to a c onsider able exten t in the e xact w ords,

these fac ts are given as they came fr om the lips o f the passeng ers,

who, thoug h having been kept in ignor ance and bondage, seemed

to have their e yes full y open to the wr ongs tha t had be en heaped

upon them, and w ere singular ly determine d to r each fr ee soil at all

hazards. The Commi t tee willing ly at tende d to their f inancial and

other w ants, and cheered them on wi th enc our aging advice.

They were indebte d to ÒThe Baltimor e SunÓ for the ad vertisemen t

inf orma tion. And her e it may be fur ther adde d, tha t the ÒSunÓ was

qui te famous f or this kind o f U.G.R.R. liter atur e, and on tha t account

alone the Commi t tee subscri bed for i t dail y, and never faile d to

scan closely certain c olumns, illustr ated wi th a black man running

away wi th a bundle on his back. Man y of these popular illustr ations

and advertisemen ts w ere preserved, many others w ere sent away

to friends a t a distanc e, who took a spe cial in ter est in the U .G.R.R.

mat ters. Friends and stockholders in Eng land used to tak e a great

inter est in seeing ho w the f ine ar ts, in these par ticulars, w ere

encour aged in the South (Òthe land o f chiv alr yÓ).
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Henry Predo

BROKE JAIL, JUMPED OUT OF THE
WINDOW AND MADE HIS ESCAPE.

Henr y f led fr om Bucksto wn, Dor chester Co., M d., March, 1857.

Physically he is a giant. About 27 y ears of age, stout and w ell-

made, qui te black, and no f ool, as will appe ar pr esentl y. Only a shor t

time bef ore he escaped, his master thr eatened to sell him south.

To avoid tha t fa te, ther efore, he conclude d to tr y his luck on the

Under ground Rail Road, and, in c ompany wi th seven othersÑt wo

of them f emalesÑhe star ted for Canada. For t wo or thr ee days

and nig hts the y managed to outg eneral all their ad versaries, and

succeeded br avely in making the best o f their w ay to a Free State.

In the me antime, ho wever, a reward of $3,000 w as offered for

their arr est. This tempta tion w as too gr eat to be r esisted, even by

the man who had be en in truste d wi th the c are of them, and who

had fai thfull y pr omised to pilot them to a saf e place. One night,

thr ough the tr eachery of their pr etende d conduc tor , they were all

taken in to Do ver Jail, wher e the Sherif f and several others, who

had been notif ied beforehand by the be tr ayer, were in r eadiness to

receive them. Up stairs the y were taken, the be tr ayer r emarking as

they were going up, tha t the y were Òcold, but w ould soon ha ve a

good w arming.Ó On a light being li t the y discovered the ir on bars

and the fac t tha t the y had been betr ayed. Their li ber ty-lo ving spiri ts

and purposes, ho wever, did not quail. Thoug h resisted brutall y by

the sherif f wi th r evolver in hand, the y made their w ay down one

f light o f stairs, and in the momen t o f exci temen t, as good luck

would ha ve it, plung ed in to the sherif fÕs priv ate apar tmen t, wher e

his wif e and childr en were sleeping. The wif e crie d mur der lustil y.

A shovel full o f f ir e, to the gr eat dang er of burning the pr emises,

was scat ter ed over the r oom; out o f the windo w jumpe d t wo of the
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female fug itiv es. Our her o Henr y, seizing a heavy andir on, smashed

out the windo w entir e, thr ough which the others le aped a distanc e

of t welve feet. The r ailing or w all around the jail, thoug h at f irst i t

looked forbidding, w as soon surmoun ted by a desperate ef for t.

At this stag e of the pr oceedings, Henr y found himself wi thout the

walls, and also lost sig ht o f his c omr ades at the same time. The

last enem y he spied was the sherif f in his stockings wi thout his

shoes. He snapped his pistol a t him, but i t did not g o off. Six of

the others, ho wever, marvellousl y got o ff safely tog ether; wher e the

eighth w ent, or ho w he got o ff, was not kno wn.

DANIEL HUGHES.

Daniel f led fr om Bucksto wn, Dor chester Co., also. H is ownerÕs name

was Richard Meredi th, a farmer . Daniel is one o f the eig ht allude d

to abo ve. In featur es he is well made, dar k chestnut c olor , and

intellig ent, possessing an ar dent thirst f or li ber ty. The cause of his

escape was: ÒWorked hard in all sor ts of weather Ñin r ain and sno w,Ó

so he thoug ht he w ould Ògo wher e color ed men ar e fr ee.Ó His master

was consider ed the har dest man ar ound. H is mistr ess was Òeighty-

thr ee years of age,Ó Òdrank har d,Ó was Òvery storm y,Ó and a Òmember

of the M ethodist Chur chÓ (Air yÕs meeting-house ). He left br others

and sisters, and uncles and a unts behind. I n the c ombat at the

prison he pla yed his par t manfull y.

THOMAS ELLIOTT.

Thomas is also one o f the br ave eight who br oke out o f Dover Jail.

He was about t wenty-thr ee years of age, well made, wide a wake, and

of a superb black c omple xion. H e too had be en owned by Richard
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Meredi th. Against the be tr ayer, who w as a black man, he had

vengeance in stor e if the oppor tuni ty should e ver offer. Thomas lef t

only one br other living; his Òfa ther and mother w ere dead.Ó

The exci temen t over the esc ape spread very rapidl y next

morning, and desper ate ef for ts were made to r ecaptur e the

fug itiv es, but a few friends ther e were who had sympa th y and

imme diatel y render ed them the ne eded assistance.

The appende d note fr om the fai thful Garr et t to Samuel Rhoads,

may thr ow lig ht upon the oc curr ence to some exten t.

WILMIN GTON, 3d mo. 13th, 1857.

DEAR COUSIN, SAMUEL RHOADS:ÑI have a let ter this da y

fr om an agent o f the Under ground Rail Road, near Dover, in

this sta te, saying I must be on the look out f or six br others

and t wo sisters, the y were decoyed and betr ayed, he says

by a color ed man named Thomas Ot well, who pr etende d to

be their friend, and sen t a white scamp ahead to w ait f or

them a t Do ver till the y arriv ed; the y were arrested and put

in Jail ther e, wi th TomÕs assistance, and some off icers. On

thir d day morning about f our o Õclock, the y br oke jail; six of

them ar e secreted in the neig hbor hood, and the wri ter has

not kno wn wha t became of the other t wo. The six w ere to

star t last nig ht f or this plac e. I hear tha t their o wners ha ve

persons sta tione d at several places on the r oad watching. I

fear the y will be tak en. If the y could la y quie t f or ten da ys or

two weeks, they mig ht then g et up saf e. I shall have two men

sent this e vening some f our or f ive miles belo w to k eep them

away fr om this to wn, and send them ( if f ound to Chester

County). Thee may show this to S till and M cKim, and oblig e

th y cousin,

THOMAS GARRETT.

Fur ther lig ht about this e xci ting c ontest, ma y be gather ed fr om a

color ed conduc tor on the R oad, in Delaware, who wr ote as follo ws

to a member o f the V igilanc e Commi t tee at Philadelphia.
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CAMDEN, DEL., March 23d, 1857.

DEAR SIR;ÑI tak m y pen in hand to wri te to y ou, to inf orm

you wha t w e have had to g o thr ow for the last t wo weaks.

Thir wir six men and t wo woman w as betr aid on the ten th

of this mon th, the a had them in prison but the a got out w as

conveyed by a black man, he told them he w ood bring them

to m y hows, as he wos told, he had ben ther Bef or, he has

com wi th H arr et t, a woman tha t stops a t m y hous when she

pases tow and thr ow yau. You don Õt no me I supos, the Rev.

Thomas H. Kennar d dos, or Peter Lo wis. He Road Camden

Circui t, this man le d them in do ver prisin and lef t them wi th

a whi t man; but tha tour out the winders and jump out, so

cum back to c amden. We put them thr oug, we hav to c arr y

them 19 mils and cum back the sam nig ht wich maks 38 mils.

It is tou much f or our li t tel horses. W e must do the bes w e

can, ther is much B isness dun on this R oad. We hay to g o

thr ow do ver and smern y, the t wo wors plac es this sid o f

mary land lin. I f you have herd or sean them ples le t me no.

I will Com to P hila be f or long and then I will c all and se you.

Ther e is much to do her . Ples to wrig ht, I Remain your fr end,

WILLIAM B RINKLY.

Remember me to Thom. K ennar d.

The balance of these br ave fugitiv es, althoug h not name d in this

connection, suc ceeded in g et ting o ff safely. But ho w the be tr ayer,

sherif f and hun ters g ot out o f their dilemma, the Commi t tee was

never full y posted.

The Commi t tee found gr eat ple asure in assisting these

passengers, for the y had the true gri t. Such w ere always doubl y

welcome.
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Mary Epps, Alias Emma
Brown—Joseph and Robert
Robinson

A SLAVE MOTHER LOSES HER SPEECH AT
THE SALE OF HER CHILDÑBOB ESCAPES
FROM HIS MASTER, A TRADER, WITH
$1500 IN NORTH CAROLINA MONEY.

Mar y f led fr om Petersbur g and the Robinsons fr om Richmond. A

fug itiv e slave law-br eaking captain b y the name o f B., who owned

a schooner , and would bring an y kind o f fr eight tha t w ould pa y

the most, w as the conduc tor in this instanc e. Quite a number o f

passengers at dif ferent times availed themsel ves of his

accommoda tions and thus suc ceeded in r eaching Canada.

His risk w as very great. On this ac count he claime d, as did certain

others, tha t i t w as no mor e than fair to char ge for his

servicesÑinde ed he did not pr ofess to bring persons f or nothing,

except in r are instanc es. In this ma t ter the Commi t tee did not f eel

disposed to in terf ere dir ectl y in an y way, fur ther than to sugg est

that wha tever understanding w as agreed upon b y the par ties

themsel ves should be fai thfull y adhered to.

Many slaves in ci ties c ould r aise, Òby hook or b y cr ook,Ó fif ty or

one hundr ed dollars to pa y for a passage, providing the y could f ind

one who w as willing to risk aiding them. Thus, while the V igilanc e

Commi t tee of Philadelphia espe ciall y nei ther char ged nor ac cepted

anything f or their ser vices, it w as not to be e xpected tha t any of the

Southern ag ents could af ford to do lik ewise.

The husband o f Mar y had for a long time w anted his own fr eedom,
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but did not f eel tha t he c ould g o wi thout his wif e; in fac t, he r esolved

to get her o ff f irst, then to tr y and escape himself, if possi ble. The

first essen tial step to wards success, he consider ed, was to save

his mone y and make it an obje ct to the c aptain to help him. So

when he had manag ed to la y by one hundr ed dollars, he willing ly

offered this sum to Captain B., if he w ould engag e to deliv er his

wif e into the hands o f the V igilanc e Commi t tee of Philadelphia. The

captain agr eed to the terms and fulf ille d his engagement to the

let ter . About the 1st o f Mar ch, 1855, Mary was presented to the

Vigilanc e Commi t tee. She was of agreeable manners, about f or ty-

f ive years of age, dark comple xion, r ound built, and in tellig ent. She

had been the mother o f f if teen childr en, four o f whom had be en sold

away fr om her; one w as still held in sla very in Petersbur g; the others

were all dead.

At the sale o f one o f her childr en she was so affected wi th grief

that she w as thr own in to violen t convulsions, which c aused the loss

of her spe ech for one en tir e month. But this li t tle episode w as not

a mat ter to e xci te sympa th y in the br easts of the hig hly refined and

tender -he arted Christian mothers o f Petersbur g. In the mer cy of

Providenc e, however, her r eason and str ength r eturne d.

She had former ly belong ed to the la te Li t tle ton Reeves, whom

she represented as having been ÒkindÓ to her, much mor e so than

her mistr ess (Mrs. Reeves). Said Mary, ÒShe being of a jealous

disposi tion, c aused me to be hir ed out wi th a har d famil y, wher e I

was much abused, fr equentl y f logged, and stin ted for f ood,Ó etc.

But the sw eets of fr eedom in the c are of the V igilanc e Commi t tee

now delig hted her mind, and the hope tha t her husband w ould soon

follo w her to Canada, inspir ed her wi th expectations tha t she w ould

one day Òsit under her o wn vine and f ig tr ee wher e none dar ed to

molest or mak e her afr aid.Ó

The Commi t tee render ed her the usual assistanc e, and in due

time, f orwarded her on to Que en Victoria Õs free land in Canada. On

her arriv al she wr ote back as follo wsÑ

TORONTO, March 14th, 1855.
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DEAR MR. STILL:ÑI tak e this oppor tuni ty of addr essing

you wi th these f ew lines to inf orm y ou tha t I arriv ed her e

to-da y, and hope tha t this ma y f ind y ourself and Mrs. S till

well, as this le aves me at the pr esent. I will also sa y to y ou,

that I had no dif f icult y in get ting along. the t wo young men

that w as with me lef t me at Suspension Bridg e. they went

another w ay.

I cannot say much about the plac e as I have ben her e but

a short time but so far as I ha ve seen I lik e very well. you will

give my Respect to y our lad y, & Mr & Mrs B rown. I f you have

not wri t ten to P etersbur g you will ple ase to wri te as soon

as can I have nothing M ore to W ri te at pr esent but y ours

Respectfull y

EMMA BROWN (old name MARY EPPS).

Now, Joseph and Rober t (Mar yÕs associate passengers fr om

Richmond) must her e be notic ed. Joseph was of a dark or ange color ,

medium siz e, very activ e and in tellig ent, and doubtless, w ell

understood the ar t o f behaving himself. H e was well acquain ted wi th

the auction block Ñhaving been sold thr ee times, and had had the

misfor tune to fall in to the hands o f a cruel master e ach time. Under

these cir cumstanc es he had had but f ew privileg es. Sundays and

week days alike he was kept pr et ty severely bent do wn to dut y. He

had been beaten and knock ed around shamefull y. He had a wif e,

and spoke of her in most ende aring languag e, althoug h, on leaving,

he did not f eel at li ber ty to apprise her o f his mo vements, Òfearing

that i t w ould not be saf e so to do.Ó His four li t tle childr en, to whom

he appeared warml y at tached, he lef t as he did his wif eÑin Slavery.

He declared tha t he Òstuck to them as long as he c ould.Ó George E.

Sadler, the k eeper o f an oyster house, held the de ed for ÒJoe,Ó and a

most he artless wr etch he w as in JoeÕs estimation. The truth w as, Joe

could not stand the bur dens and abuses which Sadler w as incline d

to he ap upon him. So he c onclude d to join his br other and g o off on

the U.G.R.R.

Rober t, his y ounger br other , was owned by Rober t Slater , Esq., a
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regular negr o tr ader. Eight years this sla veÕs duties had be en at the

slave prison, and among other dail y off ices he had to at tend to, w as

to lock up the prison, pr epare the slaves for sale, etc. Rober t w as a

very in tellig ent young man, and fr om long and dail y experienc e wi th

the customs and usag es of the sla ve prison, he w as as familiar wi th

the business as a Pennsylvania farmer wi th his barn-yar d stock. H is

account o f things w as too harr owing f or de tail her e, except in the

brief est manner , and tha t onl y wi th r eference to a f ew par ticulars.

In or der to pr epare slaves for the mar ket, i t w as usual to have them

greased and rubbe d to mak e them look brig ht and shining. And he

went on fur ther to sta te, tha t Òfemales as well as males were not

uncommonl y strippe d naked, lashed f lat to a bench, and then held

by t wo men, some times f our , while the brutal tr ader w ould str ap

them wi th a br oad leather str ap.Ó The strap being pr eferr ed to the

cow-hide, as i t w ould not break the skin, and damag e the sale. ÒOne

hundr ed lashes would onl y be a common f logging.Ó The separation

of families w as thoug ht nothing o f. ÒOften I ha ve been f logged for

refusing to f log others. Ó While not y et t wenty-thr ee years of age,

Rober t expr essed himself as ha ving become so dail y sick o f the

brutali ty and suf fering he c ould not help wi tnessing, tha t he f elt he

could not possi bly stand i t any long er, let the c ost be wha t i t mig ht.

In this sta te o f mind he me t wi th Captain B. Onl y one obstacle stood

in his w ayÑma terial aid. I t oc curr ed to Rober t tha t he had fr equent

access to the mone y dr awer, and often i t containe d the pr oceeds of

fr esh sales of f lesh and blood; and he r easoned tha t if some o f tha t

would help him and his br other to fr eedom, ther e could be no harm

in helping himself the f irst oppor tuni ty.

The captain w as all ready, and pr ovided he could g et thr ee

passengers at $100 each he would set sail wi thout much other

fr eight. Of c ourse he w as too shr ewd to g et out papers f or

Philadelphia. Tha t w ould be tr ay him a t onc e. Washington or

Baltimor e, or even Wilmington, Del., w ere names which stood fair in

the eyes of Vir ginia. Consequentl y, being able to pack the fug itiv es

away in a very priv ate hole o f his boa t, and being onl y bound f or

a Southern por t, the c aptain w as willing to risk his shar e of the
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danger. ÒVery well,Ó said Rober t, Òto-day I will ple ase my master so

well, tha t I will c atch him a t an unguar ded momen t, and will ask him

for a pass to g o to a ball to-nig ht (slave-holders lo ve to see their

slaves fiddling and dancing o f nig hts), and as I shall be leaving in a

hurr y, I will tak e a grab fr om the da yÕs sale, and when Slater he ars

of me again, I will be in Canada. Ó So after ha ving at tende d to all his

disagreeable duties, he made his Ògrab,Ó and got a hand full. H e did

not kno w, however, how i t w ould hold out. Tha t evening, inste ad

of par ticipa ting wi th the ga y dancers, he was just one degr ee lower

down than the r egular bot tom o f Captain BÕs. deck, wi th several

hundr ed dollars in his pock et, af ter pa ying the w or th y captain one

hundr ed each for himself and his br other , besides making the

captain an addi tional pr esent o f nearly one hundr ed. Wind and tide

were now wha t the y pr ayed for to spe ed on the U .G.R.R. schooner,

until the y mig ht r each the depot a t Philadelphia.

The Richmond Dispatch , an enterprising paper in the in ter est of

slaveholders, which c ame daily to the Commi t tee, was received in

advance of the passeng ers, when lo! and behold, in turning to the

inter esting c olumn c ontaining the elegan t illustr ations o f Òrunaway

negroes,Ó it w as seen tha t the unf or tuna te Slater had Òlost $1500 in

Nor th Car olina mone y, and also his dar k or ange-c olor ed, in tellig ent,

and good-looking turnk ey, Bob.Ó ÒServed him rig ht, i t is no ste aling

for one pie ce of pr oper ty to g o off wi th another pie ce,Ó reasoned a

member o f the Commi t tee.

In a couple o f days after the Dispa tch br ought the ne ws, the thr ee

U.G.R.R. passengers were safely landed at the usual plac e, and so

accur ate w ere the descriptions in the paper , that, on f irst se eing

them, the Commi t tee recogniz ed them instan tl y, and, wi thout an y

previous ceremonies, r ead to them the ad vertisemen t r elativ e to the

Ò$1500 in N.C. money, &c.,Ó and put the question to them dir ect:

ÒAre you the ones?Ó ÒWe are,Ó they owned up wi thout hesi tation.

The Commi t tee did not se e a dollar o f their mone y, but understood

they had about $900 , after pa ying the c aptain; while Bob c onsider ed

he made a Òvery good gr ab,Ó he did not admit tha t the amoun t

advertised was corr ect. Af ter a r easonable time f or r ecrui ting,
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having been so long in the hole o f the v essel, they took their

depar tur e for Canada.

From Joseph, the elder br other , is appended a shor t le t ter ,

announcing their arriv al and condi tion under the B ri tish LionÑ

SAINT CATHARINE, April 16, 1855.

MR. WILLIAM STILL, D EAR SIR:ÑYour le t ter o f date April

7th I have just got, i t had be en opened before it c ame to me.

I have not r eceived any other le t ter fr om you and c an get no

account o f them in the P ost Of f ice in this plac e, I am well and

have got a good si tuation in this ci ty and in tend sta ying her e.

I should be v ery glad to he ar fr om you as soon as convenien t

and also fr om all o f my friends ne ar you. My Brother is also

at w ork wi th me and doing w ell.

Ther e is nothing her e that w ould in ter est you in the w ay

of news. Ther e is a Masonic Lodg e of our pe ople and t wo

chur ches and socie tys here and some other insti tutions f or

our benef it. Be kind enoug h to send a f ew lines to the L ady

spoken of for tha t mocking bir d and much oblig e me. Wri te

me soon and belie ve me your obe dien t ServÕt

Love & respects to L ady and daughter

JOSEPH ROBINSON.

As well as wri ting to a member o f the Commi t tee, Joe and Bob

had the assur ance to wri te back to the tr ader and o yster -house

keeper. In their le t ter the y stated tha t the y had arriv ed safely in

Canada, and were having good times,Ñin the e ating line had an

abundanc e of the best,Ñalso had v ery choic e wines and br andies,

which the y supposed tha t the y (tr ader and o yster -house k eeper)

would g ive a great deal to ha ve a Òsmack at.Ó And then they gave

them a v ery cordial in vitation to mak e them a visi t, and suggested

that the quick est way the y could c ome, would be b y telegr aph,

which the y admi t ted was slightl y dangerous, and wi thout f irst

greasing themsel ves, and then hang ing on v ery fast, the journe y

mig ht not pr ove altogether ad vantageous to them. This w as

worm wood and gall to the tr ader and o yster -house man. A most
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remarkable coincidenc e was that, about the time this le t ter w as

received in Richmond, the c aptain who br ought away the thr ee

passengers, made i t his business f or some r eason or other , to c all

at the o yster -house k ept b y the o wner o f Joe, and while ther e,

this le t ter w as read and commen ted on in torr ents of Billingsga te

phr ases; and the tr ader told the c aptain tha t he w ould g ive him

Òtwo thousand dollars if he w ould g et them;Ó finall y he told him

he would Ògive every cent the y would bring, which w ould be much

over $2000 ,Ó as they were Òso very lik ely.Ó How far the c aptain talk ed

approving ly, he did not exactl y tell the Commi t tee, but the y guessed

he talk ed str ong Democr atic doc trine to them under the frig htful

cir cumstanc es. But he w as good at concealing his f eelings, and

obviousl y managed to avoid suspicion.
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George Solomon, Daniel
Neall, Benjamin R. Fletcher
and Maria Dorsey

The above representativ es of the unr equi ted labor ers of the South

f led dir ectl y fr om Washington, D .C. Nothing r emarkable was

discovered in their stories o f slave lif e; their narr ativ es will ther efore

be brief.

George Solomon w as owned by Daniel Minor , of Moss Grove, Va.

George was about thir ty-thr ee years of age; mulat to, in tellig ent,

and of pr epossessing appearance. His old master v alued GeorgeÕs

services very hig hly, and had often de clared to others, as w ell as

to George himself, tha t wi thout him he should har dly know ho w

to manag e. And fr equentl y George was told b y the old master tha t

at his Òdeath he w as not to be a sla ve any long er, as he would

have provision made in his will f or his fr eedom.Ó For a long time

this old stor y was clung to pr et ty fai thfull y by George, but his Òold

master hung on too long, Ó consequentl y GeorgeÕs patienc e became

exhausted. And as he had heard a good deal about Canada, U.G.R.R.,

and the Aboli tionists, he c onclude d tha t i t w ould do no harm to hin t

to a r eliable friend or t wo the names o f these har d places and bad

people, to se e what impr ession would be made on their minds; in

shor t, to se e if the y were ready to second a motion to g et rid o f

bondage. In thus opening his mind to his friends, he soon f ound

a willing ac cord in each of their he arts, and the y put their he ads

together to c ount up the c ost and to f ix a time f or le aving Egypt and

the host o f Pharaoh to do their o wn Òhewing o f wood and dr awing

of water .Ó According ly George, Daniel, Benjamin and Maria, all o f one

heart and mind, one ÒSatur day nig htÓ resolved tha t the ne xt Sunday

should f ind them on the U .G.R.R., with their fac es towards Canada.

Daniel w as young, onl y t wenty-thr ee, good looking, and half
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whi te, wi th a fair shar e of in tellig ence. As regards his slave lif e, he

acknowledged tha t he had not had i t very rough as a general thing;

nevertheless, he w as full y persuade d tha t he had Òas good a rig ht to

his fr eedomÓ as his Òmaster had to his, Ó and that i t w as his dut y to

contend f or i t.

Benjamin w as twenty-seven years of age, small of statur e, dark

comple xion, o f a pleasant countenanc e, and qui te smar t. He

testif ied, tha t Òill-tr eatmen t fr om his master ,Ó Henr y Mar tin, who

would g ive him Òno chanc e at all,Ó was the cause of his le aving. He

lef t a br other and sister , belong ing to Mar tin, besides he lef t t wo

other sisters in bondag e, Louisa and Let ty, but his fa ther and mother

were both de ad. Therefore, the land o f slave-whips and auction-

blocks had no charms f or him. H e loved his sisters, but he kne w if he

could not pr otect himself, much less c ould he pr otect them. So he

conclude d to bid them adieu f orever in this w or ld.

Turning fr om the thr ee male companions f or the purpose o f

f inding a brief spac e for Maria, i t will be w ell to sta te her e that

females in at tempting to esc ape fr om a lif e of bondag e under took

thr ee times the risk o f failur e that males w ere liable to, not to

mention the addi tional trials and strugg les they had to c ontend

wi th. I n justic e, ther efore, to the her oic f emale who w as willing

to endur e the most e xtr eme suf fering and har dship f or fr eedom,

double honors w ere due.

Maria, the her oine o f the par ty, was about f or ty years of age,

chestnut c olor , medium siz e, and possessed of a good shar e of

common sense. She w as owned by George Parker. As was a common

thing wi th slave-holders, Maria had f ound her o wners har d to

please, and quite o ften, wi thout the slig htest r eason, they would

thr eaten to Òsell or mak e a change.Ó These threats onl y made mat ters

worse, or r ather i t onl y served to ner ve Maria f or the c onf lic t.

The par ty walked almost the en tir e distanc e fr om Washington to

Harrisbur g, Pennsylvania.

In the me antime Ge orge Parker, the so-c alled owner o f Daniel and

Maria, hurrie dly rushe d their g ood names in to the ÒBaltimor e Sun,Ó

after the f ollo wing manner Ñ
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ÒFOUR HUNDRED DOLLARS REWARD.ÑRanaway fr om m y

house on Satur day nig ht, August 30 , my negr o man ÔDaniel,Õ

twenty-f ive years of age, brig ht yellow mula t to, thick se t and

stout made.

Also, my negr o woman, ÔMaria,Õ for ty years of age, brig ht

mulat to. The abo ve reward will be paid if deliv ered in

Washington ci ty. GEORGE PARKER.Ó

While this ad vertisemen t w as in the Baltimor e papers, doubtless

these noble passeng ers were enjoying the hospi tali ties o f the

Vigilanc e Commi t tee, and f inall y a warm r eception in Canada, b y

which the y were greatl y pleased. Of Benjamin and D aniel, the

subjoine d let ter fr om Rev. H. Wilson is o f impor tanc e in the w ay of

thr owing lig ht upon their wher eabouts in Canada:

ST. CATHARINE, C.W., Sept. 15th, 1856.

MR. WILLIAM STILL:Ñ Dear Sir ÑTwo young men arriv ed

here on Frida y evening last fr om Washington, viz: Ben jamin

R. Fletcher and D aniel Neall. Mr . Neall (or N eale) desires

to have his box of clothing f orwarded on to him. I t is at

Washington in the c are of John D ade, a color ed man, who

lives at Doc t. W.H. GilmanÕs, who keeps an Apothe cary stor e

on the c orner o f 4- 1/2 and P ennsylvania Avenue. Mr . Dade is

a slave, but a fr ee dealer. You will ple ase wri te to John D ade,

in the c are of Doc t. W.H. Gilman, on behalf o f Daniel Neale,

but mak e use of the name o f George Harrison, inste ad of

Neale, and Dade will understand i t. Please have John D ade

dir ect the bo x by expr ess to you in Philadelphia; he has

the me ans of paying the char ges on i t in ad vance, as far

as Philadelphia; and as soon as i t comes, you will ple ase

forward i t on to m y care at St. Catherine. Sa y to John D ade,

that George Harrison sends his lo ve to his sister and Uncle

Allen Sims, and all inquiring friends. Mr . Fletcher and Mr .

Neale both send their r espects to y ou, and I may add mine.

Yours trul y,

HIRAM WILSON.
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P.S.ÑMr . Benjamin R. Fletcher wishes to ha ve Mr . Dade

call on his br other James, and communic ate to him his

affectiona te r egards, and make known to him tha t he is safe,

and cheerful and happ y. He desires his friends to kno w,

thr ough Dade, that he f ound Mrs. S tar ke here, his br other

Alfr edÕs wif eÕs sister; tha t she is w ell, and living in S t.

Catharine, C. W., near Niagar a Palls. H.W.
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Henry Box Brown

ARRIVED BY ADAMSÕ EXPRESS.

Althoug h the name o f Henr y Box Brown has been echoed over

the land f or a number o f years, and the simple fac ts connected

wi th his mar velous escape fr om slavery in a bo x publishe d widel y

thr ough the me dium o f anti-sla very papers, nevertheless i t is not

unr easonable to suppose tha t very li t tle is g enerally known in

relation to this c ase.

Brief ly, the fac ts are these, which doubtless ha ve never bef ore

been full y publishe dÑ

Brown w as a man of in vention as w ell as a hero. In poin t o f

inter est, however, his case is no mor e remarkable than man y others.

Indeed, nei ther bef ore nor af ter esc aping did he suf fer one-half

what man y others ha ve experienc ed.

He was decidedly an unhapp y piece of pr oper ty in the ci ty of

Richmond, V a. In the c ondi tion o f a slave he felt tha t i t w ould be

impossi ble for him to r emain. Full w ell did he kno w, however, that i t

was no holida y task to esc ape the vig ilanc e of Vir ginia slave-hun ters,

or the wr ath o f an enr aged master f or c ommi t ting the unpar donable

sin of at tempting to esc ape to a land o f li ber ty. So Brown c ounted

well the c ost bef ore venturing upon this hazar dous under taking.

Ordinar y modes o f tr avel he conclude d mig ht pr ove disastr ous to

his hopes; he, ther efore, hit upon a ne w in vention altog ether , which

was to have himself bo xed up and f orwarded to Philadelphia dir ect

by expr ess. The size of the bo x and ho w i t w as to be made to f it him

most c omf or tabl y, was of his o wn or dering. Tw o feet eig ht inches

deep, two feet wide, and thr ee feet long w ere the exact dimensions

of the bo x, line d wi th baiz e. His resources with r egard to f ood

and water c onsiste d of the f ollo wing: One bladder o f water and a

few small biscui ts. His mechanic al implemen t to me et the de ath-
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strugg le for fr esh air, all told, w as one large gimle t. Satisf ied tha t i t

would be far be t ter to peril his lif e for fr eedom in this w ay than to

remain under the galling y oke of Slavery, he enter ed his bo x, which

was safely nailed up and hoope d wi th f ive hick or y hoops, and w as

then addr essed by his next friend, J ames A. Smi th, a shoe dealer,

to W m. H. Johnson, Ar ch str eet, Philadelphia, mar ked, ÒThis side up

wi th c are.Ó In this c ondi tion he w as sent to AdamsÕ Express off ice in a

dray, and thenc e by overland expr ess to Philadelphia. I t w as twenty-

six hours fr om the time he lef t Richmond un til his arriv al in the Ci ty

of Brother ly Love. The notic e, ÒThis side up, &c.,Ó did not avail wi th

the dif ferent expr essmen, who hesi tated not to handle the bo x in

the usual r ough manner c ommon to this class o f men. For a while

they actuall y had the bo x upside do wn, and had him on his he ad

for miles. A f ew days before he was expected, certain in tima tion

was conveyed to a member o f the V igilanc e Commi t tee that a box

mig ht be expected by the thr ee oÕclock morning tr ain fr om the

South, which mig ht contain a man. One o f the most serious w alks

he ever took Ñand the y had not be en a fewÑto me et and ac company

passengers, he took a t half past t wo oÕclock tha t morning to the

depot. N ot onc e, but f or mor e than a score of times, he fancie d

the slave would be de ad. He anxiousl y look ed while the fr eight w as

being unloade d fr om the c ars, to see if he c ould r ecogniz e a box

that mig ht contain a man; one alone had tha t appearance, and he

confessed i t r eally seemed as if ther e was the scent o f death about

it. But on inquir y, he soon learned tha t i t w as not the one he w as

looking af ter , and he was free to say he experienc ed a marked sense

of r elief. Tha t same af ternoon, ho wever, he received fr om Richmond

a telegr am, which r ead thus, ÒYour c ase of goods is shippe d and will

arriv e to-morr ow morning. Ó

At this e xci ting junc tur e of affairs, Mr . McKim, who had be en

engineering this impor tant under taking, de emed i t expedien t to

change the pr ogramme slig htl y in one par ticular a t le ast to insur e

greater saf ety. Instead of having a member o f the Commi t tee go

again to the depot f or the bo x, which mig ht exci te suspicion, i t w as
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decided tha t i t w ould be saf est to ha ve the expr ess bring i t dir ect to

the An ti-Sla very Off ice.

But all appr ehension o f danger did not no w disappe ar, for ther e

was no room to suppose tha t AdamsÕ Express off ice had any

sympath y wi th the Aboli tionist or the fug itiv e, consequentl y for Mr .

McKim to appe ar personall y at the e xpr ess off ice to g ive dir ections

wi th r eference to the c oming o f a box fr om Richmond which w ould

be dir ected to Ar ch str eet, and y et not in tende d for tha t str eet, but

for the An ti-Sla very off ice at 107 Nor th Fif th str eet, i t ne eded of

course no gr eat disc ernmen t to f oresee that a step o f this kind w as

wholl y impr actic able and tha t a mor e indir ect and c overt me thod

would ha ve to be adopte d. In this dr eadful crisis Mr . McKim, wi th

his usual good judgmen t and r emarkably quick, str ateg ical mind,

especiall y in ma t ters per taining to the U .G.R.R., hit upon the

follo wing plan, namel y, to go to his friend, E.M. D avis,1who w as

then e xtensiv ely engaged in mer cantile business, and r elate the

cir cumstanc es. Having dail y in ter course wi th said AdamsÕ Express

off ice, and being w ell acquain ted wi th the f irm and some o f the

driv ers, Mr . Davis could, as Mr . McKim thoug ht, talk about Òboxes,

fr eight, etc.,Ó from any par t o f the c ountr y wi thout risk. Mr . Davis

heard Mr . McKimÕs plan and instan tl y appr oved of i t, and w as

heartil y at his ser vice.

1.E.M. Davis was a member of the Ex ecutiv e Commi t tee of

the Pennsylvania Anti-Sla very Society and a long-trie d

Aboli tionist, son-in-la w of James and Lucr etia M ot t.
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RESURRECTION OF HENRY BOX BROWN.

ÒDan, an Irishman, one o f AdamsÕ Express drivers, is just the f ellow

to go to the depot af ter the bo x,Ó said Davis. ÒHe drinks a li t tle

too much whisk ey sometimes, but he will do an ything I ask him to

do, pr omptl y and oblig ing ly. IÕll trust Dan, for I belie ve he is the

very man.Ó The diff icult y which Mr . McKim had be en so anxious

to o vercome w as thus pr et ty well set tle d. It w as agreed tha t Dan

should g o after the bo x next morning bef ore daylight and bring i t to

the An ti-Sla very off ice dir ect, and to mak e it all the mor e agreeable

for D an to g et up out o f his w arm bed and go on this err and before

day, it w as decided tha t he should ha ve a five dollar g old pie ce

for himself. Thus these pr eliminaries ha ving been satisfac toril y

arr anged, i t onl y remained for Mr . Davis to see Dan and give him

instruc tions ac cording ly, etc.

Next morning, ac cording to arr angement, the bo x was at the

Anti-Sla very off ice in due time. The wi tnesses pr esent to behold

the r esurr ection w ere J.M. McKim, Pr ofessor C.D. Cleveland, Lewis

Thompson, and the wri ter .

Mr . McKim w as deeply in ter ested; but ha ving been long iden tif ied

wi th the An ti-Sla very cause as one of i ts oldest and ablest ad vocates

in the dar kest days of slavery and mobs, and al ways found b y the

side of the fug itiv e to c ounsel and suc cor, he was on this oc casion

perf ectl y composed.
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Professor Cleveland, however, was greatl y moved. His zeal and

earnestness in the c ause of fr eedom, especiall y in r endering aid to

passengers, knew no limi t. Or dinaril y he could not too o ften visi t

these tr avelers, shake them too w arml y by the hand, or impar t to

them too fr eely of his substanc e to aid them on their journe y. But

now his emotion w as overpo wering.

Mr . Thompson, o f the f irm o f Merrihe w & ThompsonÑabout the

only prin ters in the ci ty who f or man y years dared to prin t such

incendiar y documen ts as anti-sla very papers and pamphle tsÑone

of the truest friends o f the sla ve, was composed and pr epared to

wi tness the sc ene.

All was quiet. The door had be en safely lock ed. The pr oceedings

commenc ed. Mr . McKim r apped quie tl y on the lid o f the bo x and

called out, ÒAll rig ht!Ó Instan tl y came the answ er fr om wi thin, ÒAll

rig ht, sir!Ó

The wi tnesses will ne ver f orget tha t momen t. Saw and ha tche t

quickl y had the f ive hick or y hoops cut and the lid o ff, and the

marvellous r esurr ection o f Brown ensue d. Rising up in his bo x, he

reached out his hand, sa ying, ÒHow do y ou do, gentlemen ?Ó The lit tle

assemblage hardly knew wha t to think or do a t the momen t. He was

about as w et as if he had c ome up out o f the Dela ware. Very soon

he remarked tha t, bef ore leaving Richmond he had sele cted for his

arriv al-h ymn ( if he liv ed) the Psalm beginning wi th these w ords: ÒI

waited patientl y for the Lor d, and He heard my pr ayer.Ó And most

touching ly did he sing the psalm, much to his o wn r elief, as well as

to the delig ht o f his small audienc e.

He was then christene d Henr y Box Brown, and soon af ter wards

was sent to the hospi table r esidence of James Mot t and E.M. D avis,

on Nin th str eet, wher e, it is ne edless to say, he met a most c ordial

reception fr om Mrs. Lucr etia M ot t and her household. Clothing and

creatur e comf or ts were furnishe d in abundanc e, and delig ht and jo y

f ille d all hearts in tha t str onghold o f philan thr opy.

As he had been so long double d up in the bo x he needed to

promenade c onsider ably in the fr esh air, so James Mot t put one o f

his br oad-brim ha ts on his he ad and tender ed him the hospi tali ties
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of his yar d as well as his house, and while B rown pr omenaded the

yard f lushed wi th vic tor y, great w as the joy of his friends.

After his visi t at Mr . Mot tÕs, he spent t wo days wi th the wri ter ,

and then took his depar tur e for Boston, e viden tl y feeling qui te

conscious o f the w onderful f eat he had perf orme d, and at the same

time i t may be safely said tha t those who wi tnessed this str ange

resurr ection w ere not onl y elated at his suc cess, but were made

to sympa thiz e mor e deeply than e ver bef ore wi th the sla ve. Also

the noble-he arted Smi th who bo xed him up w as made to r ejoice

over BrownÕs victor y, and was ther eby encour aged to r ender similar

service to t wo other y oung bondmen, who appe aled to him f or

deliverance. But, unf or tuna tel y, in this a t tempt the under taking

proved a failur e. Two boxes containing the y oung men allude d to

above, after ha ving been dul y expr essed and some distanc e on the

road, were, thr ough the agency of the telegr aph, betr ayed, and the

heroic young fug itiv es were captur ed in their bo xes and dragged

back to hopeless bondag e. Consequentl y, thr ough this deplor able

failur e, Samuel A. Smi th w as arrested, imprisone d, and was called

upon to suf fer severely, as may be seen fr om the subjoine d

corr espondenc e, taken fr om the N ew York Tri bune soon af ter his

release from the peni ten tiar y.

THE DELIVERER OF BOX
BROWNÑMEETING OF THE
COLORED CITIZENS OF
PHILADELPHIA.

[Corr espondenc e of the N .Y. Tri bune.]

PHIL ADELPHIA, Satur day, July 5, 1856.

Samuel A. Smi th, who bo xed up H enr y Box Brown in

Richmond, V a., and forwarded him b y overland expr ess to
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Philadelphia, and who w as arrested and convicted, eight

years ago, for bo xing up t wo other sla ves, also directed to

Philadelphia, ha ving ser ved out his imprisonmen t in the

Peni ten tiar y, was released on the 18th ultimo, and arriv ed in

this ci ty on the 21st.

Thoug h he lost all his pr oper ty; thoug h he w as refused

wi tnesses on his trial ( no off icer could be f ound, who w ould

serve a summons on a wi tness); thoug h for f ive long mon ths,

in hot w eather , he was kept he avily chaine d in a c ell f our b y

eight f eet in dimensions; thoug h he r eceived f ive dreadful

stabs, aimed at his he art, by a bri bed assassin, nevertheless

he still r ejoices in the motiv es which pr ompte d him to Òundo

the he avy bur dens, and let the oppr essed go fr ee.Ó Having

resided nearly all his lif e in the South, wher e he had tr aveled

and seen much o f the Òpeculiar insti tution, Ó and had

wi tnessed the most horrid enormi ties inf lic ted upon the

slave, whose cries w ere ever ring ing in his e ars, and for

whom he had the w armest sympa th y, Mr . Smi th c ould not

refr ain fr om belie ving tha t the black man, as w ell as the

whi te, had God-g iven rig hts. Consequentl y, he was not

accustome d to she d tears when a poor cr eatur e escaped

ftom his Òkind master;Ó nor was he willing to turn a de af ear

to his appe als and groans, when he kne w he w as thirsting f or

fr eedom. From 1828 up to the da y he was incarcerated, many

had sought his aid and c ounsel, nor had the y sought in v ain.

In various plac es he operated wi th suc cess. In Richmond,

however, it seemed expedien t to in vent a new plan f or

certain emer gencies, henc e the Box and Expr ess plan was

devised, at the instanc e of a few her oic slaves, who had

manif ested their willingness to die in a bo x, on the r oad

to li ber ty, rather than c ontinue long er under the y oke. But

these her oes fell in to the po wer of their enemies. Mr . Smi th

had not be en long in the P eni ten tiar y before he had full y

gained the este em and conf idenc e of the Superin tenden t

and other o ff icers. Finding him to be humane and g enerous-
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heartedÑsho wing kindness to ward all, especiall y in bu ying

bread, &c., for the star ving prisoners, and b y a timel y note

of warning, which had sa ved the lif e of one o f the k eepers,

for whose destruc tion a bold plot had be en arr angedÑthe

off icers felt dispose d to sho w him such fa vors as the la w

would allo w. But their g ood in ten tions w ere soon frustr ated.

The Inquisi tion ( commonl y called the Leg islatur e), being in

session in Richmond, he aring tha t the S uperin tenden t had

been speaking w ell o f Smi th, and cir culating a pe ti tion f or

his par don, indignan tl y demande d to kno w if the rumor w as

well f ounde d. Two weeks were spent by the I nquisi tion, and

many wi tnesses were placed upon oa th, to solemnl y testif y

in the ma t ter . One of the k eepers swore that his lif e had been

saved by Smi th. Col. M organ, the Superin tenden t, fr equentl y

testif ied in wri ting and v erball y to Smi thÕs good depor tmen t;

acknowledging tha t he had cir culated peti tions, &c.; and

took the posi tion, tha t he sinc erely believed, tha t i t w ould

be to the in ter est of the insti tution to par don him; c alling

the at ten tion o f the I nquisi tion, a t the same time, to the

fact, tha t not unfr equentl y pardons had been granted to

criminals, under sen tenc e of death, f or the most c old-

bloode d mur der, to say nothing o f other gr oss crimes. The

effor t f or par don w as soon abandoned, for the f ollo wing

reason given by the Go vernor: ÒI canÕt, and I wonÕt pardon

him!Ó

In view of the unpar alleled in justic e which Mr . S. had

suffered, as well as on account o f the aid he had r ender ed

to the sla ves, on his arriv al in this ci ty the c olor ed ci tiz ens

of Philadelphia f elt tha t he w as enti tle d to sympa th y and

aid, and str aightway invited him to r emain a few days, until

arr angements could be made f or a mass meeting to r eceive

him. According ly, on last M onday evening, a mass meeting

convened in the I srael chur ch, and the Rev. Wm. T. Cat to w as

called to the chair , and Wm. Still w as appointed secretar y.

The chairman brief ly stated the obje ct o f the me eting.
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Having liv ed in the South, he claime d to kno w something o f

the w orkings o f the oppr essive system of slavery generally,

and declared tha t, not wi thstanding the man y exposur es of

the evil which c ame under his o wn obser vation, the most

vivid descriptions f ell far shor t o f the r ealities his o wn eyes

had wi tnessed. He then in tr oduced Mr . Smi th, who ar ose

and in a plain manner brief ly told his stor y, assuring the

audienc e that he had al ways hated slavery, and had tak en

great ple asure in helping man y out o f i t, and thoug h he had

suffered much ph ysically and pecuniaril y for the c auseÕ sake,

yet he murmur ed not, but r ejoiced in wha t he had done.

After taking his se at, addr esses were made by the Rev. S.

Smi th, M essrs. Kinnar d, Brunner , Bradway, and others. The

follo wing pr eamble and r esolutions w ere adoptedÑ

WHEREAS, We, the color ed ci tiz ens of Philadelphia,

have among us Samuel A. Smi th, who w as

inc arcerated over seven years in the Richmond

Peni ten tiar y, for doing an ac t tha t w as honor able to

his feelings and his sense o f justic e and humani ty,

ther efore,

Resolved, That w e welcome him to this ci ty as a

mar tyr to the c ause of Freedom.

Resolved, That w e heartil y tender him our

grati tude f or the g ood he has done to our suf fering

race.

Resolved, That w e sympathiz e wi th him in his

losses and sufferings in the c ause of the poor , down-

tr odden slave.

W.S.

During his sta y in Philadelphia, on this oc casion, he stoppe d for

about a f or tnig ht wi th the wri ter , and i t w as most gr atif ying to le arn

fr om him tha t he w as no new w orker on the U .G.R.R. But tha t he had

long hated slavery thor oughly, and althoug h surr ounde d wi th perils
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on every side, he had not faile d to help a poor sla ve whenever the

oppor tuni ty was presented.

Pecuniar y aid, to some e xten t, w as render ed him in this ci ty, for

which he w as grateful, and af ter being uni ted in marriag e, by Wm. H.

Furness, D.D., to a lady who had r emained fai thful to him thr ough all

his sor e trials and suf ferings, he took his depar tur e for W estern N ew

York, wi th a good conscienc e and an unshaken fai th in the belief

that in aiding his f ellow-man to fr eedom he had but simpl y obeyed

the w ord of Him who ta ught man to do un to others as he w ould be

done by.
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Trial of the Emancipators of
Col. J.H. Wheeler's Slaves,
Jane Johnson and Her Two
Little Boys

Among other duties de volving on the V igilanc e Commi t tee when

hearing o f slaves brought in to the S tate by their o wners, w as

imme diatel y to inf orm such persons tha t as the y were not fug itiv es,

but w ere brought in to the S tate by their masters, the y were enti tle d

to their fr eedom wi thout another momen tÕs service, and that the y

could ha ve the assistanc e of the Commi t tee and the ad vice of

counsel wi thout char ge, by simpl y availing themsel ves of these

proffered favors.

Many slave-holders full y understood the la w in this par ticular ,

and were also equally poste d wi th r egard to the vig ilanc e of

aboli tionists. Conse quentl y the y avoided bring ing slaves beyond

Mason and Dix onÕs Line in tr aveling N or th. But some sla ve-holders

were not thus mindful o f the la ws, or w ere too arr ogant to tak e

heed, as may be seen in the c ase of Colonel John H. W heeler, of

Nor th Car olina, the Uni ted States Minister to Nic aragua. In passing

thr ough Philadelphia fr om Washington, one v ery warm July day

in 1855, accompanie d by thr ee of his slaves, his high off icial

equili brium, as w ell as his assumed rig hts under the Consti tution,

received a terri ble shock at the hands o f the Commi t tee. Therefore,

for the r eaders of these pag es, and in or der to c omple tel y illustr ate

the various phases o f the w ork of the Commi t tee in the da ys of

Slavery, this c ase, selected fr om man y others, is a f it ting one.

However, for mor e than a brief r eci tal o f some of the mor e

prominen t inciden ts, i t will not be possi ble to f ind r oom in this

volume. And, inde ed, the ne cessity of so doing is pr eclude d by

Trial o f the Emancipa tors o f Col. J.H.
Wheeler's Slaves, Jane Johnson and



the fac t tha t Mr . Williamson in justic e to himself and the c ause of

fr eedom, wi th gr eat pains and singular abili ty, gather ed the most

impor tant fac ts bearing on his memor able trial and imprisonmen t,

and publishe d them in a ne at volume f or historic al reference.

In or der to bring full y before the r eader the beg inning o f this

inter esting and e xci ting c ase, it seems onl y necessary to publish

the subjoine d let ter , wri t ten b y one of the ac tors in the dr ama, and

addressed to the N ew York Tri bune, and an addi tional par agraph

which ma y be requisi te to thr ow lig ht on a special poin t, which

Judge Kane decided was concealed in the Òobstina teÓ breast of

Passmore Williamson, as said W illiamson persisten tl y refused

before the said JudgeÕs cour t, to o wn tha t he had a kno wledge of the

myster y in question. Af ter which, a brief g lance at some o f the mor e

impor tant poin ts of the c ase must suf f ice.

LETTER COPIED FROM THE NEW
YORK TRIBUNE.

[Corr espondenc e of The N.Y. Tri bune.]

PHIL ADELPHIA, Monday, July 30, 1855.

As the public ha ve not be en made acquain ted wi th the

facts and par ticulars r especting the ag ency of Mr . Passmore

Williamson and others, in r elation to the sla ve case now

agitating this ci ty, and especiall y as the poor sla ve mother

and her t wo sons have been so grossly misr epresented, I

deem i t m y dut y to la y the fac ts before you, for public ation

or other wise, as you may think pr oper .

On Wednesday afternoon, w eek, at 4- 1/2 o Õclock, the

follo wing note w as placed in m y hands by a color ed boy

whom I had ne ver before seen, to m y recollection:

ÒMR. STILLÑSir : Will y ou come down to B loodg oodÕs Hotel

as soon as possibleÑas ther e are thr ee fugitiv e slaves here
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and the y want li ber ty. Their master is her e wi th them, on his

way to N ew York.Ó

The note w as without da te, and the signa tur e so

indistinc tl y wri t ten as not to be understood b y me, having

eviden tl y been penned in a momen t o f haste.

Without dela y I r an wi th the note to Mr . P. Williamson Õs

off ice, Seventh and Ar ch, found him a t his desk, and ga ve

it to him, and af ter r eading i t, he r emarked tha t he c ould

not g o down, as he had to g o to H arrisbur g that nig ht on

businessÑbut he ad vised me to g o, and to g et the names o f

the slave-holder and the sla ves, in or der to telegr aph to N ew

York to ha ve them arr ested ther e, as no time r emained to

procur e a wri t o f habeas corpus her e.

I could not ha ve been t wo minutes in Mr . W.Õs off ice before

star ting in haste f or the wharf. T o my surprise, ho wever,

when I r eached the wharf, ther e I found Mr . W., his mind

having under gone a sudden chang e; he was soon on the

spot.

I saw thr ee or f our c olor ed persons in the hall a t

Bloodg oodÕs, none of whom I r ecogniz ed except the bo y who

brought me the note. Bef ore having time f or making inquir y

some one said the y had gone on boar d the boa t. ÒGet their

description, Ó said Mr. W. I instan tl y inquir ed of one o f the

color ed persons f or the desir ed description, and w as told

that she w as Òa tall, dar k woman, wi th t wo li t tle bo ys.Ó

Mr . W. and myself r an on boar d of the boa t, look ed among

the passengers on the f irst de ck, but saw them not. ÒThey

are up on the se cond de ck,Ó an unknown voice ut ter ed. In

a second w e were in their pr esence. We approached the

anxious-looking sla ve-mother wi th her t wo boys on her lef t-

hand; close on her rig ht sat an ill-fa vored whi te man ha ving

a cane in his hand which I took to be a sw ord-c ane. (As to i ts

being a sword-c ane, however, I mig ht have been mistak en.)

The f irst w ords to the mother w ere: ÒAre you tr aveling ?Ó

ÒYes,Ó was the pr ompt answ er. ÒWith whom ?Ó She nodded
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her he ad toward the ill-fa vored man, signif ying wi th him.

Fidgeting on his se at, he said some thing, e xactl y what I do

not no w r ecollect. In r eply I r emarked: ÒDo they belong to

you, Sir?Ó ÒYes, they are in m y char ge,Ó was his answer.

Turning fr om him to the mother and her sons, in substanc e,

and word for w ord, as near as I can remember , the f ollo wing

remarks were earnestl y thoug h calmly addr essed by the

individuals who r ejoiced to me et them on fr ee soil, and who

felt unmistakabl y assured tha t the y were justif ied by the

laws of Pennsylvania as well as the L aw of God, in inf orming

them o f their rig hts:

ÒYou are enti tle d to y our fr eedom according to the la ws

of Pennsylvania, having been br ought in to the S tate by your

owner . If you pr efer fr eedom to sla very, as we suppose

everybody does, you have the chanc e to accept i t no w. Act

calmlyÑdon Õt be frightened by your master Ñyou are as

much en ti tle d to y our fr eedom as we are, or as he isÑbe

determine d and you need have no fears but tha t you will be

protected by the la w. Judges have time and again de cided

cases in this ci ty and State similar to y ours in fa vor o f

fr eedom! Of c ourse, if y ou want to r emain a slave wi th y our

master , we cannot f orce you to le ave; we only want to mak e

you sensible of your rig hts. Remember, if you lose this chance

you may never get such another,Ó etc.
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RESCUE OF JANE JOHNSON AND HER CHILDREN.

This advice to the w oman w as made in the he aring o f a

number o f persons pr esent, whi te and c olor ed; and one

elder ly whi te gentleman o f genteel addr ess, who seemed to

take much in ter est in wha t w as going on, r emarked tha t the y

would ha ve the same chanc e for their fr eedom in N ew Jersey

and New York as they then hadÑse eming to sympa thiz e wi th

the w oman, etc.

During the f ew momen ts in which the abo ve remarks were

made, the slaveholder fr equentl y in terrupte dÑsaid she

understood all about the la ws making her fr ee, and her rig ht

to le ave if she w anted to; but c ontende d tha t she did not

want to le aveÑtha t she w as on a visit to N ew York to see

her friendsÑaf ter ward wished to r eturn to her thr ee children

whom she left in V irginia, fr om whom it would be HARD to

separate her. Fur thermor e, he dilig entl y trie d to c onstr ain

her to sa y tha t she did not w ant to be in terf ered wi thÑtha t

she wanted to g o wi th himÑtha t she w as on a visit to N ew

YorkÑhad childr en in the South, e tc.; but the w omanÕs desire

to be fr ee was altogether too str ong to allo w her to mak e

a single acknowledgment favorable to his wishes in the

mat ter . On the c ontr ary, she repeatedly said, distinc tl y and

firml y, ÒI am not fr ee, but I want my fr eedomÑALWAYS

wanted to be fr ee!! but he holds me.Ó

While the sla veholder claime d tha t she belong ed to him,

he said that she was fr ee! Again he said tha t he w as going

to give her her fr eedom, etc. W hen his eyes would be o ff of

hers, such eagerness as her looks e xpr essed, indic ativ e of

her en tr eaty tha t w e would not f orsake her and her li t tle

ones in their w eakness, it had ne ver been my lot to wi tness

before, under an y cir cumstanc es.

The last bell tolle d! The last momen t f or fur ther dela y

passed! The arm o f the w oman being slig htl y touche d,

accompanie d wi th the w ord, ÒCome!Ó she instantl y arose.

Trial o f the Emancipa tors o f Col. J.H. Wheeler's Slaves, Jane Johnson and
Her Tw o Li t tle Boys | 133



ÒGo alongÑg o along!Ó said some, who sympathiz ed, to the

boys, at the same time taking hold o f their arms. B y this time

the par ties w ere fair ly moving to ward the stair way leading to

the de ck belo w. Instan tl y on their star ting, the sla ve-holder

rushed at the w oman and her childr en, to pr event their

leaving; and, if I am not mistak en, he simultane ously took

hold o f the w oman and Mr . Williamson, which r esistance on

his par t c aused Mr . W. to tak e hold o f him and se t him aside

quickl y.

The passengers were looking on all ar ound, but none

interf ered in behalf o f the sla veholder e xcept one man,

whom I took to be another sla veholder . He said harshl y,

ÒLet them alone; the y are hisproperty !'Ó The youngest boy,

about 7 years of ageÑtoo y oung to kno w wha t these things

meantÑcrie d ÒMassa John! Massa John!Ó The elder boy, 11

years of age, took the ma t ter mor e dispassionatel y, and the

mother quite calml y. The mother and her sympa thiz ers all

moved down the stairs tog ether in the pr esence of qui te a

number o f spectators on the f irst de ck and on the wharf, all

of whom, as far as I w as able to disc ern, seemed to look upon

the whole af fair wi th the gr eatest indif ference. The woman

and childr en were assisted, but not f orced to le ave. Nor w ere

ther e any violenc e or thr eatenings as I saw or he ard. The

only words that I he ard fr om any one of an objectionable

character , were: ÒKnock him down; knock him do wn!Ó but

who ut ter ed i t or who w as meant I kne w not, nor ha ve I

since been inf orme d. However, if i t w as utter ed by a color ed

man, I r egret i t, as ther e was not the slig htest c ause for such

language, especiall y as the sympa thies o f the spe ctators and

ci tiz ens seemed to justif y the c ourse pursue d.

While passing o ff of the wharf and do wn Delaware-avenue

to Dock st., and up Dock to F ront, wher e a carriag e was

procur ed, the slaveholder and one polic e off icer w ere of the

par ty, if no mor e.

The youngest boy on being put in the c arriag e was told
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that he w as Òa fool f or cr ying so af ter ÔMassa John,Õ who

would sell him if he e ver caught him.Ó Not another whine w as

heard on the subje ct.

The carriag e drove down to wn slo wly, the horses being

fatigue d and the w eather in tensel y hot; the inma tes were

put out on T enth str eetÑnot a t any houseÑaf ter which the y

soon found hospi table friends and quie tude. The e xci temen t

of the momen t having passed by, the mother seemed very

cheerful, and r ejoiced greatly that her self and boys had been,

as she thought, so Òprovidentiall y deliver ed from the house of

bondage!Ó For the f irst time in her lif e she could look upon

herself and childr en and feel fr ee!

Having f elt the ir on in her he art f or the best half o f her

daysÑhaving been sold wi th her childr en on the a uction

block Ñhaving had one o f her childr en sold far a way fr om

her wi thout hope o f her seeing him againÑshe v ery natur ally

and wisel y conclude d to g o to Canada, f earing if she

remained in this ci tyÑas some assured her she c ould do

wi th en tir e safetyÑtha t she mig ht again f ind herself in the

clutches o f the t yrant fr om whom she had f led.

A few i tems o f wha t she r elated concerning the char acter

of her master ma y be in ter esting to the r eaderÑ

Within the last t wo years he had sold all his

slavesÑbetween thir ty and for ty in number Ñhaving

pur chased the pr esent ones in tha t space of time. She said

that bef ore leaving Washington, c oming on the c ars, and at

his father -in-la wÕs in this ci ty, a number o f persons had told

him tha t in bring ing his slaves into Pennsylvania the y would

be fr ee. When told a t his fa ther -in-la wÕs, as she overheard i t,

that he Òcould not ha ve done a worse thing, Ó &c., he replied

that ÒJane would not le ave him.Ó

As much, however, as he affected to ha ve such implici t

conf idenc e in Jane, he scarcely allowed her to be out o f his

presence a moment while in this ci ty. To use JaneÕs own

language, he was Òon her he els every minute, Ó fearing tha t
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some one mig ht get to her e ars the sw eet music o f fr eedom.

By the w ay, Jane had i t deep in her he art bef ore leaving

the South, and w as bent on suc ceeding in N ew York, if

disappoin ted in Philadelphia.

At Blood g oodÕs, after ha ving been belated and lef t by the 2

oÕclock tr ain, while w aiting f or the 5 o Õclock line, his appe ti te

tempte d her ÒmasterÓ to take a hasty dinner . So after placing

Jane wher e he thoug ht she w ould be pr et ty secur e fr om Òevil

communic ationsÓ from the c olor ed waiters, and af ter g iving

her a double c ounselling, he made his w ay to the table;

remained but a li t tle while, ho wever, before leaving to look

after Jane; finding her c omposed, looking o ver a bannister

near wher e he lef t her , he returne d to the table again and

finishe d his meal.

But, alas, for the sla ve-holder! J ane had her Òtop eye open,Ó

and in tha t brief spac e had appealed to the sympa thies o f

a person whom she v entur ed to trust, sa ying, ÒI and my

childr en are slaves, and we want li ber ty!Ó I am not certain,

but suppose tha t person, in the g oodness of his he art, w as

the c ause of the note being sen t to the An ti-Sla very off ice,

and henc e the r esult.

As to her g oing on to N ew York to see her friends, and

wishing to r eturn to her thr ee childr en in the South, and

his going to fr ee her, &c., Jane declared repeatedly and very

posi tiv ely, that ther e was not a par ticle o f truth in wha t

her master said on these poin ts. The truth is she had not

the slig htest hope o f fr eedom thr ough any act o f his. She

had onl y lef t one bo y in the South, who had be en sold far

away, wher e she scarcely ever heard fr om him, inde ed never

expected to see him any mor e.

In appearance Jane is tall and w ell f orme d, hig h and lar ge

forehead, of genteel manners, chestnut c olor , and seems to

possess, natur ally, uncommon g ood sense, thoug h of course

she has never been allowed to r ead.

Thus I have given as truthful a r epor t as I am c apable of
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doing, o f Jane and the cir cumstanc es connected wi th her

deliverance.

W. STILL.

P.S.ÑOf the f ive color ed por ters who pr omptl y appeared,

wi th w arm he arts thr obbing in sympa th y wi th the mother

and her childr en, too much c annot be said in

commenda tion. I n the pr esent case they acted nobl y,

whatever may be said of their g eneral character , of which

I kno w nothing. H ow human beings, who ha ve ever taste d

oppr ession, could ha ve acted dif ferentl y under the

cir cumstanc es I cannot c onceive.

The myster y allude d to, which the abo ve let ter did not c ontain, and

which the c our t faile d to mak e Mr . Williamson r eveal, might have

been truthfull y explaine d in these w ords. The carriag e was procur ed

at the wharf, while Col. W heeler and Mr . Williamson w ere debating

the question r elativ e to the ac tion o f the Commi t tee, and at tha t

instan t, Jane and her t wo boys were invited in to i t and ac companie d

by the wri ter , who pr ocur ed i t, w ere driv en down to wn, and on

Tenth Str eet, belo w Lombar d, the inma tes were invited out o f i t,

and the said c onduc tor paid the driv er and dischar ged him. For

pruden tial r easons he took them to a tempor ary resting-plac e,

wher e they could tarr y until af ter dar k; then the y were invited to

his own r esidence, wher e they were made welcome, and in due time

forwarded East. Now, what disposi tion w as made of them af ter the y

had lef t the wharf, while W illiamson and W heeler w ere discussing

mat tersÑ( as was clearly sworn to b y Passmore, in his answ er to the

wri t o f Habeas Corpus)Ñhe W illiamson did not kno w. That evening,

before seeing the member o f the Commi t tee, wi th whom he ac ted

in concert on the boa t, and who had en tir e charge of Jane and her

boys, he lef t f or H arrisbur g, to fulf ill business engag ements. The

next morning his fa ther (Thomas W illiamson ) brought the wri t o f

Habeas Corpus (which had be en served at PassmoreÕs off ice after

he lef t) to the An ti-Sla very Of f ice. In his c alm manner he hande d

it to the wri ter , at the same time r emarking tha t ÒPassmore had
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gone to H arrisbur g,Ó and added, Òthee had bet ter a t tend to i tÓ (the

wri t). Edward Hopper , Esq., was applied to wi th the wri t, and in the

absence of Mr . Williamson, appe ared before the c our t, and sta ted

Òthat the wri t had not be en served, as Mr. W. was out of to wn,Ó etc.

After this sta temen t, the Judg e postpone d fur ther ac tion un til the

next day. In the me anwhile, Mr . Williamson r eturne d and f ound the

wri t awaiting him, and an ag itated state o f feeling thr oughout the

ci ty besides. Now i t is very certain, tha t he did not se ek to kno w

fr om those in the se cret, wher e Jane Johnson and her bo ys were

taken after the y lef t the wharf, or as to wha t disposi tion had be en

made of them, in an y way; except to ask simpl y, Òare they safe?Ó

(and when told Òyes,Ó he smiled) consequentl y, he mig ht have been

examine d for a w eek, by the most skillful la wyer, at the P hiladelphia

bar, but he c ould not ha ve answered other than he did in making

his r eturn to the wri t, bef ore Judge Kane, namely: ÒThat the per sons

named in the writ, nor either of them, ar e now nor was at the time

of issuing of the writ, or the original writ, or at any other time in the

custody, power, or possession of the respondent, nor by him conf ined

or r estrained; wher efore he cannot have the bodies,Ó etc..

Thus, while Mr . W. was subjected to the se verest trial o f his

devotion to F reedom, his noble be aring thr oughout, w on for him

the admir ation and sympa th y of the friends o f humani ty and li ber ty

thr oughout the en tir e land, and in pr oof of his f ideli ty, he most

cheerfull y submi t ted to imprisonmen t r ather than deser t his

principles. B ut the truth w as not w anted in this instanc e by the

enemies of Freedom; obe dienc e to Slavery was demanded to satisf y

the South. The oppor tuni ty seemed favorable for te aching

aboli tionists and negr oes, that the y had no rig ht to in terf ere wi th

a Òchivalrous southern g entleman,Ó while passing through

Philadelphia wi th his sla ves. Thus, to mak e an effectiv e blow, all the

pro-sla very elemen ts of Philadelphia w ere brought in to ac tion, and

mat ters look ed for a time as thoug h Slavery in this instanc e would

have everything i ts own w ay. Passmore was locked up in prison on

the f limsy pr etext o f contempt o f cour t, and true bills w ere found

against him and half a doz en color ed men, char ging them wi th Òriot, Ó
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Òforcible abduc tion,Ó and Òassault and ba t ter y,Ó and there was no lack

of har d swearing on the par t o f Col. W heeler and his pr o-sla very

sympathiz ers in substan tia tion o f these gr ave charges. But the pr o-

slaveryi tes had counted wi thout their hostÑ Passmore would not

yield an inch, but stood as f irml y by his principles in prison, as he

did on the boa t. Indeed, i t w as soon eviden t, tha t his r esolute c ourse

was bring ing f loods o f sympath y fr om the ablest and best minds

thr oughout the N or th. On the other hand, the oc casion was rapidl y

awakening thousands dail y, who had hi ther to manif ested li t tle or no

inter est at all on the subje ct, to the wr ongs of the slave.

It w as soon discovered by the ÒchivalryÓ that keeping Mr .

Williamson in prison w ould indir ectl y greatl y aid the c ause of

FreedomÑtha t every day he r emained would mak e numer ous

converts to the c ause of li ber ty; tha t Mr . Williamson w as doing ten-

fold mor e in prison f or the c ause of univ ersal li ber ty than he c ould

possibly do while pursuing his or dinar y vocation.

With r egard to the c olor ed men under bonds, Col. W heeler and

his satelli tes felt v ery conf iden t tha t ther e was no room f or them

to escape. They must ha ve had reason so to think, judg ing fr om

the har d swearing the y did, bef ore the c ommi t ting mag istr ate.

Consequentl y, in the or der o f events, while P assmore was still in

prison, r eceiving visi ts fr om hosts o f friends, and le t ters o f

sympath y fr om all par ts of the N or th, W illiam Still, W illiam Cur tis,

James P. Braddock, John Ballar d, James Mar tin and I saiah Moor e,

were brought in to c our t f or trial. The f irst name on the list in the

proceedings o f the c our t w as called up f irst.

Against this individual, i t w as pret ty well understood b y the

friends o f the sla ve, that no lack o f pains and false sw earing w ould

be resorted to on the par t o f Wheeler and his wi tnesses, to gain a

verdic t.

Mr . McKim and other note d aboli tionists manag ing the def ense,

were equally alive to the impor tanc e of overwhelming the enem y

in this par ticular issue. The H on. Char les Gibbons, w as engaged

to def end William Still, and W illiam S. Pier ce, Esq., and William B.

Birne y, Esq., the other f ive color ed defendants.
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In or der to mak e the vic tor y comple te, the an ti-sla very friends

deemed i t o f the hig hest impor tanc e to have Jane Johnson in c our t,

to fac e her master , and under oa th to sw eep away his Òrefuge of

lies,Ó with r egard to her being Òabducted,Ó and her unwillingness to

Òleave her master ,Ó etc. So Mr . McKim and the friends v ery priv atel y

arr anged to ha ve Jane Johnson on hand a t the opening o f the

defense.

Mrs. Lucr etia M ot t, Mrs. M cKim, Miss Sarah Pugh and Mrs.

Pluml y, volun teered to ac company this poor sla ve mother to the

cour t-house and to oc cupy seats by her side, while she should fac e

her master , and boldl y, on oath, c ontr adict all his har d swearing.

A bet ter subje ct f or the oc casion than Jane, could not ha ve been

desir ed. She enter ed the c our t r oom veiled, and of course w as not

known b y the cr owd, as pains had been taken to k eep the public

in ignor ance of the fac t, tha t she w as to be br ought on to be ar

wi tness. So that, at the c onclusion o f the se cond wi tness on the

par t o f the def ense, ÒJane Johnson Ó was called for, in a shrill v oice.

Deli beratel y, Jane arose and answered, in a lady-lik e manner to her

name, and w as then the obser ved of all obser vers. Never bef ore had

such a scene been wi tnessed in Philadelphia. I t w as indescri bable.

Substan tiall y, her testimon y on this oc casion, was in keeping wi th

the subjoine d aff idavit, which w as as follo wsÑ

ÒState of New York, City and County of N ew York.

ÒJane Johnson being sw orn, mak es oath and saysÑ

ÒMy name is JaneÑJane Johnson; I w as the slave of Mr .

Wheeler o f Washington; he boug ht me and m y t wo childr en,

about t wo years ago, of Mr . Cornelius Cr ew, of Richmond,

Va.; my youngest child is be tween six and seven years old,

the other be tween ten and ele ven; I have one other child

only, and he is in Richmond; I ha ve not seen him f or about

two years; never expect to se e him again; Mr . Wheeler

brought me and m y t wo childr en to Philadelphia, on the

way to Nic aragua, to w ait on his wif e; I didn Õt want to g o

wi thout m y t wo childr en, and he consented to tak e them; w e
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came to Philadelphia b y the c ars; stoppe d at Mr . Sull yÕs, Mr.

WheelerÕs father -in-la w, a few momen ts; then w ent to the

steamboat f or N ew York at 2 oÕclock, but w ere too la te; w e

went in to Bloodg oodÕs Hotel; Mr . Wheeler w ent to dinner;

Mr . Wheeler had told me in W ashington to ha ve nothing to

say to c olor ed persons, and if an y of them spok e to me, to

say I w as a free woman tr aveling wi th a minister; w e staid

at Bloodg oodÕs till 5 o Õclock; Mr . Wheeler k ept his e ye on

me all the time e xcept when he w as at dinner; he lef t his

dinner to c ome and see if I w as safe, and then w ent back

again; while he w as at dinner , I saw a color ed woman and

told her I w as a slave woman, tha t m y master had told me

not to spe ak to c olor ed people, and tha t if an y of them spok e

to me to sa y tha t I w as free; but I am not fr ee; but I w ant

to be fr ee; she said: Ôpoor thing, I pi ty you;Õ after tha t I saw

a color ed man and said the same thing to him, he said he

would telegr aph to N ew York, and t wo men w ould me et me

at 9 oÕclock and tak e me wi th them; af ter tha t w e went on

board the boa t, Mr . Wheeler sat beside me on the de ck; I

saw a color ed gentleman c ome on boar d, he beckoned to

me; I nodde d my head, and could not g o; Mr . Wheeler w as

beside me and I w as afraid; a whi te gentleman then c ame

and said to Mr . Wheeler, ÔI want to spe ak to y our ser vant,

and tell her o f her rig hts;Õ Mr. Wheeler r ose and said, ÔIf you

have anything to sa y, say i t to meÑshe kno ws her rig hts;Õ

the whi te gentleman ask ed me if I w anted to be fr ee; I said

ÔI do, but I belong to this g entleman and I c anÕt have it;Õ

he replied, ÔYes, you can, come wi th us, y ou are as free as

your master , if you want your fr eedom c ome no w; if y ou go

back to W ashington y ou may never get i t;Õ I rose to go, Mr .

Wheeler spok e, and said, ÔI will give you your fr eedom,Õ but

he had never pr omised i t bef ore, and I kne w he w ould ne ver

give it to me; the whi te gentleman held out his hand and

I went to ward him; I w as ready for the w ord before it w as

given me; I took the childr en by the hands, who both crie d,
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for the y were frig htened, but both stoppe d when the y got on

shore; a color ed man c arrie d the li t tle one, I le d the other b y

the hand. W e walked down the str eet till w e got to a hack;

nobod y forced me away; nobod y pulle d me, and nobod y led

me; I w ent away of my own fr ee will; I al ways wished to

be fr ee and meant to be fr ee when I c ame Nor th; I har dly

expected i t in P hiladelphia, but I thoug ht I should g et fr ee in

New York; I have been comf or table and happ y since I lef t Mr .

Wheeler, and so are the childr en; I don Õt want to g o back; I

could ha ve gone in Philadelphia if I had w anted to; I c ould g o

now; but I had r ather die than g o back. I wish to mak e this

statemen t bef ore a magistr ate, because I understand tha t

Mr . Williamson is in prison on m y account, and I hope the

truth ma y be of benef it to him. Ó

JANE [her X mar k.] JOHNSON.

JANE JOHNSON
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PASSMORE WILLIAMSON.

It mig ht have been supposed tha t her honest and str aightf orward

testimon y would ha ve been suf f icien t to c ause even the most

relentless slaveholder to abandon a t onc e a pursui t so monstr ous

and ut ter ly hopeless as WheelerÕs was. But althoug h he w as sadly

confused and put to shame, he hung on to the Òlost c auseÓ

tenaciousl y. And his counsel, David Webster , Esq., and the Uni ted

States Distric t At torne y, Vandyke, comple tel y imbue d wi th the pr o-

slavery spiri t, w ere equally as unyielding. And thus, wi th a zeal

bef it ting the most w or th y object imag inable, the y labor ed wi th

untiring ef for t to c onvict the c olor ed men.

By this polic y, however, the c ounsel f or the def ense was doubly

aroused. Mr . Gibbons, in the most eloquen t and indignan t str ains,

perf ectl y annihila ted the Òdistinguishe d Colonel John H. W heeler,

Uni ted States Minister P lenipoten tiar y near the I sland of Nic aragua,Ó

taking spe cial pains to ring the chang es repeatedly on his long

appellations. Mr . Gibbons appeared to be pr ecisely in the rig ht

mood to mak e himself surpassing ly forcible and eloquen t, on

whatever poin t o f law he chose to touch be aring on the c ase; or in

whatever dir ection he chose to g lance at the in justic e and cruelt y

of the South. M ost vividl y did he dr aw the c ontr ast between the

States of ÒGeorgiaÓ and ÒPennsylvania,Ó with r egard to the a tr ocious

Trial o f the Emancipa tors o f Col. J.H. Wheeler's Slaves, Jane Johnson and
Her Tw o Li t tle Boys | 143



laws of Georgia. Scarcely less vivid is the impr ession after a lapse

of sixte en years, than when this eloquen t speech w as made. With

the Distric t At torne y, Wm. B. Mann, Esq., and his Honor , Judge

Kelley, the def endants had no cause to c omplain. Thr oughout the

entir e proceedings, the y had r eason to f eel, tha t nei ther o f these

off icials sympa thiz ed in the le ast wi th W heeler or Sla very. Indeed

in the Judg eÕs charge and also in the Distric t At torne yÕs closing

speech the ring o f fr eedom c ould be distinc tl y heardÑmuch mor e

so than w as agreeable to W heeler and his Pr o-Slavery sympathiz ers.

The case of Wm. Still ende d in his ac qui t tal; the other f ive color ed

men w ere taken up in or der. And it is scarcely necessary to say

that M essrs. Peir ce and Birne y did full justic e to all c oncerned. Mr .

Peir ce, especiall y, was one of the oldest, ablest and most fai thful

lawyers to the sla ve of the Philadelphia Bar . He never w as known,

it may safely be said, to hesi tate in the dar kest days of Slavery to

give his time and talen ts to the fug itiv e, even in the most hopeless

cases, and when, fr om the unpopulari ty of such a course, serious

sacrif ices would be lik ely to r esult. Consequentl y he was but at

home in this c ase, and most nobl y did he def end his clien ts, wi th

the same earnestness tha t a man w ould def end his f ir eside against

the appr oach of bur glars. At the c onclusion o f the trial, the jur y

returne d a verdic t o f Ònot guilt y,Ó as to all the persons in the f irst

count, char ging them wi th riot. I n the second c ount, char ging them

wi th ÒAssault and Ba t ter yÓ (on Col. W heeler) Ballard and Cur tis w ere

found Òguilt y,Ó the rest Ònot guilt y.Ó The guilty were given about a

week in jail. Thus ende d this ac t in the W heeler dr ama.

The follo wing e xtr act is tak en fr om the c orr espondenc e of the

New York Tri bune touching J ane Johnson Õs presence in the c our t,

and will be in ter esting on tha t account:

ÒBut i t w as a bold and perilous mo ve on the par t o f her

friends, and the de epest appr ehensions w ere felt f or a while,

for the r esult. The Uni ted States Marshal w as ther e wi th

his warr ant and an e xtr a force to execute i t. The o ff icers

of the c our t and other S tate o ff icers were ther e to pr otect
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the wi tness and vindic ate the la ws of the State. Vandyke,

the Uni ted States Distric t At torne y, swore he would tak e

her. The State o ff icers swore he should not, and f or a while

it seemed tha t nothing c ould avert a blood y scene. It w as

expected tha t the c onf lic t w ould tak e place at the door ,

when she should le ave the r oom, so tha t when she and her

friends w ent out, and f or some time af ter , the most in tense

suspense pervaded the c our t-r oom. She was, however,

allowed to en ter the c arriag e that awaited her wi thout

disturbanc e. She was accompanie d by Mr . McKim, Secretar y

of the Pennsylvania Anti-Sla very Society, Lucr etia M ot t and

George Corson, one o f our most manl y and in tr epid polic e

off icers. The carriag e was follo wed by another f ille d wi th

off icers as a guard; and thus esc or ted she was taken back in

safety to the house fr om which she had be en br ought. Her

ti tle to F reedom under the la ws of the State will har dly again

be brought in to question. Ó

Mr . Williamson w as commi t ted to prison b y Judge Kane for

contempt o f Cour t, on the 27th da y of July, 1855, and was released

on the 3d da y of November the same y ear, having gaine d, in the

estima tion o f the friends o f Freedom every wher e, a triumph and a

fame which but f ew men in the gr eat mor al bat tle f or Freedom c ould

claim.

Trial o f the Emancipa tors o f Col. J.H. Wheeler's Slaves, Jane Johnson and
Her Tw o Li t tle Boys | 145



The Arrivals of a Single
Month

SIXTY PASSENGERS CAME IN ONE
MONTHÑTWENTY-EIGHT IN ONE
ARRIVALÑGREAT PANIC AND
INDIGNATION MEETINGÑINTERESTING
CORRESPONDENCE FROM MASTERS AND
FUGITIVES.

The gr eat number o f cases to be her e notic ed forbids mor e than a

brief r eference to each passenger. As they arriv ed in par ties, their

narr ativ es will be g iven in due or der as found on the book o f

records:

William Grif fen, Henr y Moor , James Camper, Noah Ennells and

Levin Parker. This par ty came fr om Cambridg e, Md.

William is thir ty-f our y ears of age, of medium siz e and substan tial

appearance. He f led fr om James Waters, Esq., a lawyer, living in

Cambridg e. He was Òwealth y, close, and sting y,Ó and owned nine

head of slaves and a farm, on which W illiam ser ved. He was used

very hard, which w as the cause of his escape, thoug h the ide a

that he w as enti tle d to his fr eedom had be en enter taine d for the

previous t welve years. On pr eparing to tak e the Under ground, he

armed himself wi th a big butcher -knif e, and resolved, if at tacked,

to mak e his enemies stand back. H is master w as a member o f the

Methodist Chur ch.

Henr y is tall, c opper -c olor ed, and about thir ty years of age. He

complaine d not so much o f bad usage as of the ut ter distaste he

had to w orking all the time f or the Òwhite people f or nothing. Ó He

was also decidedly of the opinion tha t every man should ha ve his
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li ber ty. Four y ears ago his wif e was Òsold away to GeorgiaÓ by her

young master; sinc e which time not a w ord had he he ard of her . She

lef t thr ee childr en, and he, in esc aping, also had to le ave them in

the same hands tha t sold their mother . He was owned by Levin Dale,

a farmer ne ar Cambridg e. Henr y was armed wi th a six -barr eled

revolver, a large knif e, and a determine d mind.

James is twenty-f our y ears of age, quite black, small siz e, keen

look, and full o f hope f or the Òbest part o f Canada.Ó He f led fr om

Henr y Hooper , Òa dashing young man and a member o f the

Episcopal Chur ch.Ó Left because he Òdid not en joy privileg esÓ as he

wished to do. H e was armed wi th t wo pistols and a dir k to def end

himself.

Noah is onl y nine teen, qui te dar k, well-pr opor tione d, and

possessed of a fair a verage of common sense. H e was owned by

ÒBlack-he ad Bill LeCoun t,Ó who Òfollo wed drinking, che wing tobac co,

catching Ôrunaways,Õ and hanging ar ound the c our t-house. Ó

However, he owned six head of slaves, and had a Òrough wif e,Ó who

belonged to the M ethodist Chur ch. Lef t because he Òexpected every

day to be soldÓÑhis master being lar gely in Òdebt.Ó Brought wi th him

a butcher -knif e.

Levin is t wenty-t wo, rather shor t built, me dium siz e and well

color ed. He f led fr om Lawr ence G. Colson, Òa very bad man, f ond o f

drinking, gr eat to f ight and sw ear, and hard to ple ase.Ó His mistr ess

was Òreal rough; very bad, worse than he w as as ÔfurÕ as she could be.Ó

Having been stin ted wi th f ood and clothing and w orked hard, was

the apolog y offered by Levin f or running o ff.

Stebne y Swan, John Sting er, Rober t Emerson, An thon y Pugh and

Isabella ÑÑ. This c ompany came fr om Por tsmouth, V a. Stebne y

is thir ty-f our y ears of age, medium siz e, mulat to, and qui te wide

awake. He was owned by an oysterman b y the name o f Jos. Carter ,

who liv ed near Por tsmouth. N atur ally enoug h his master Òdrank

hard, gambledÓ extensiv ely, and in every other r espect w as a very

ordinar y man. Nevertheless, he Òowned t wenty-f ive head,Ó and had

a wif e and six childr en. Stebne y testif ied tha t he had not be en used

hard, thoug h he had been on the Òauction-block thr ee times.Ó Left
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because he was Òtired of being a ser vant.Ó Armed wi th a br oad-ax e

and hatche t, he star ted, joined by the abo ve-name d companions,

and came in a skif f, by sea. Rober t Lee was the br ave Captain

engaged to pilot this Sla very-sick par ty fr om the prison-house o f

bondage. And althoug h every rod of r owing w as at tende d wi th

inconceivable peril, the desir ed haven was safely reached, and the

overjoyed voyagers conduc ted to the V igilanc e Commi t tee.

John is about f or ty years of age, and so near whi te tha t a

micr oscope would be r equir ed to disc ern his c olor ed orig in. H is

father w as whi te, and his mother ne arly so. He also had been owned

by the o ysterman allude d to abo ve; had been captain o f one o f his

oyster -boa ts, un til r ecentl y. And but f or his a t tempt some mon ths

back to mak e his escape, he might have been this da y in the c are of

his kind-he arted master . But, because of this w ayward step on the

par t o f John, his master f elt c alled upon to humble him. Ac cording ly,

the c aptainc y was taken fr om him, and he w as compelle d to strugg le

on in a less honor able posi tion. O ccasionally JohnÕs mind w ould be

refr eshed by his master r elating the har d times in the N or th, the

great star vation among the blacks, e tc. H e would also tell J ohn ho w

much be t ter o ff he w as as a Òslave wi th a kind master to pr ovide f or

all his w ants,Ó etc. Not wi thstanding all this c ounsel, John did not r est

conten ted until he w as on the Under ground Rail Road.

Rober t w as only nine teen, wi th an in tellig ent fac e and

prepossessing manners; r eads, wri tes and ciphers; and is about half

Anglo-Saxon. He f led fr om Wm. H. Wilson, Esq., Cashier o f the

Vir ginia Bank. Un til wi thin the f our y ears pr evious to Rober tÕs

escape, the cashier w as spoken of as a Òvery good man;Ó but in

consequence of speculations in a lar ge Hotel in P or tsmouth, and the

then f inancial embarr assments, Òhe had become seriousl y involved,Ó

and decidedly changed in his manners. R ober t notic ed this, and

conclude d he had Òbet ter g et out o f danger as soon as possible.Ó

Anthon y and Isabella were an engaged couple, and desir ed to c ast

their lot wher e husband and wif e could not be separ ated on the

auction-block.

The follo wing ar e of the Cambridg e party, above alluded to. All
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lef t tog ether , but f or pruden tial r easons separated before reaching

Philadelphia. The c ompany tha t lef t Cambridg e on the 2 4th o f

October ma y be thus r ecogniz ed: Aaron Cornish and wif e, wi th

their six childr en; Solomon, George Anthon y, Joseph, Edward James,

Perr y Lake, and a nameless babe, all very lik ely; Ki t Anthon y and

wif e Leah, and thr ee childr en, Adam, Mar y, and Murr ay; Joseph Hill

and wif e Alice, and their son H enr y; also JosephÕs sister. Add to the

above, Marshall But ton and Ge orge Light, both sing le young men,

and we have twenty-eig ht in one arriv al, as hearty-looking, br ave

and in ter esting spe cimens o f Slavery as could w ell be pr oduced

fr om Mar yland. Before set ting out the y counted well the c ost. Being

aware that f if teen had lef t their neig hbor hood onl y a few days ahead

of them, and tha t every slave-holder and sla ve-c atcher thr oughout

the c ommuni ty, were on the aler t, and r aging furiousl y against the

inr oads of the Under ground Rail Road, they pr ovided themsel ves

wi th the f ollo wing w eapons of def ense: thr ee revolvers, thr ee

double-barr eled pistols, thr ee single-barr eled pistols, thr ee sword-

canes, four butcher kniv es, one bowie-knif e, and one paw.1Thus,

full y resolved upon fr eedom or de ath, wi th sc arcely pr ovisions

enough for a sing le day, while the r ain and storm w as piteously

descending, fa thers and mothers wi th childr en in their arms ( Aaron

Cornish had t wo)Ñthe en tir e party star ted. Of course, their

provisions gave out bef ore they were fair ly on the w ay, but not so

wi th the storm. I t continue d to pour upon them f or ne arly thr ee

days. With nothing to appe ase the gnawings o f hung er but par ched

corn and a f ew dr y cr ackers, wet and c old, wi th several of the

childr en sick, some o f their f eet bar e and worn, and one o f the

mothers wi th an infan t in her arms, inc apable of par taking o f the

diet,Ñi t is impossi ble to imag ine the or deal the y were passing. It

was enough to c ause the br avest hearts to falter . But not f or a

momen t did the y allow themsel ves to look back. I t w as exceeding ly

1.A paw is a weapon wi th ir on pr ongs, four inches long, to

be grasped wi th the hand and use d in close enc ounter .
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agreeable to he ar even the li t tle childr en testif y tha t in the most

tr ying hour on the r oad, not f or a momen t did the y want to g o

back. The follo wing ad vertisemen t, tak en fr om The Cambridge

Democrat of November 4, sho ws how the Rev. Levi Traverse felt

about AaronÑ

$300 Reward.ÑRan away fr om the

subscri ber, from the neig hbor hood o f Town Poin t, on

Satur day nig ht, the 2 4th inst., m y negr o man, AARON

CORNISH, about 35 years old. H e is about f ive feet ten

inches hig h, black, good-looking, r ather ple asant

countenanc e, and carries himself wi th a c onf iden t manner .

He went o ff wi th his wif e, DAFFNEY, a negro woman

belong ing to R euben E. Phillips. I will g ive the above reward

if tak en out o f the c ounty, and $200 if tak en in the c ounty; in

either c ase to be lodged in Cambridg e Jail.

October 25, 1857.

Levi D. Traverse.

To full y understand the R ev. Mr. TraverseÕs authori ty for taking the

liber ty he did wi th AaronÕs good name, i t may not be amiss to g ive

brief ly a paragraph of priv ate inf orma tion fr om Aaron, r elativ e to his

master . The Rev. Mr. Traverse belong ed to the M ethodist Chur ch,
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and was described by Aaron as a Òbad young man; r at tle-br ained;

wi th the appe arance of not ha ving good sense,Ñnot enoug h to

manage the gr eat amoun t o f pr oper ty (he had been lef t w ealth y) in

his possession.Ó AaronÕs servitude c ommenc ed under this spiri tual

protector in Ma y prior to the esc ape, immediatel y after the de ath o f

his old master . His deceased master , William D . Traverse, by the w ay,

was the father -in-la w, and at the same time o wn uncle o f AaronÕs

reverend owner . Though the y oung master , for marr ying his o wn

cousin and uncle Õs daughter , had been for y ears the subje ct o f the

old gentleman Õs wrath, and w as not allo wed to c ome near his house,

or to en ter tain an y reasonable hope o f get ting an y of his fa ther -

in-la wÕs estate, nevertheless, scarcely had the old man br eathed his

last, ere the y oung pr eacher seized upon the inheri tanc e, slaves and

all; at le ast he claime d t wo-thir ds, allowing f or the wido w one-thir d.

Unhesi tating ly he had tak en possession of all the sla ves (some thir ty

head), and was making them f eel his po wer to the fullest e xten t.

To Aaron this incr eased oppr ession was exceeding ly crushing, as he

had been hoping a t the de ath o f his old master to be fr ee. Indeed,

it w as understood tha t the old man had his will made, and fr eedom

provided for the sla ves. But, str angely enoug h, at his de ath no will

could be f ound. Aaron w as firml y of the c onviction tha t the R ev.

Mr . Traverse knew wha t became of i t. Between the wido w and the

son-in-la w, in consequence of his aggr essive steps, existe d much

hostili ty, which str ongly indic ated the appr oach of a law-sui t;

ther efore, except b y escaping, Aaron could not se e the fain test hope

of fr eedom. Under his old master , the favor o f hiring his time had

been granted him. H e had also been allowed by his wif eÕs mistr ess

(Miss Jane Carter , of Baltimor e), to have his wif e and childr en home

wi th himÑtha t is, un til his childr en would gr ow to the ag e of eight

and ten y ears, then the y would be tak en away and hir ed out a t

twelve or f if teen dollars a y ear at f irst. H er oldest bo y, sixteen,

hir ed the y ear he lef t f or f or ty dollars. The y had had ten childr en;

two had die d, t wo the y were compelle d to le ave in chains; the r est

they br ought away. Not one dollarÕs expense had the y been to their
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mistr ess. The industrious A aron not onl y had to pa y his own hir e,

but w as obliged to do enoug h over-w ork to suppor t his lar ge famil y.

Thoug h he said he had no spe cial complain t to mak e against his

old master , thr ough whom he, wi th the r est of the sla ves, hoped

to obtain fr eedom, Aaron, nevertheless, spoke of him as a man o f

violen t temper , severe on his slaves, drinking har d, etc., thoug h he

was a man of wealth and stood hig h in the c ommuni ty. One of

AaronÕs brothers, and others, had be en sold South b y him. I t w as on

account o f his in veter ate hatr ed of his son-in-la w, who, he declared,

should ne ver have his pr oper ty (having no other heir but his nie ce,

except his wido w), that the sla ves relied on his pr omise to fr ee them.

Thus, in vie w of the fac ts r eferr ed to, A aron w as led to c ommi t the

unpar donable sin o f running a way wi th his wif e Daffney, who, by the

way, looked lik e a woman full y capable of taking c are of herself and

childr en, inste ad of having them stolen a way fr om her , as thoug h

they were pigs.

Joseph Viney and famil yÑJoseph was Òheld to service or labor ,Ó by

Charles Bryant, of Alexandria, V a. Joseph had very nearly f inishe d

paying f or himself. H is wif e and childr en were held by Samuel

Pat tison, Esq., a member o f the M ethodist Chur ch, Òa great big man,Ó

Òwith r ed eyes, bald head, drank pr et ty fr eely,Ó and in the language

of Joseph, Òwouldn Õt bear nothing. Ó Two of JosephÕs brothers-in-la w

had been sold by his master . Against Mrs. Pat tison his c omplain t

was, that Òshe was mean, sneaking, and did not w ant to g ive half

enough to eat.Ó

For the enlig htenmen t o f all Christendom, and c oming posteri ty

especiall y, the f ollo wing ad vertisemen t and le t ter ar e recorded, wi th

the hope tha t the y will ha ve an impor tant historic al value. The

wri ter w as at gr eat pains to obtain these in ter esting documen ts,

dir ectl y after the arriv al of the memor able Twenty-Eig ht; and

shor tl y after wards furnishe d to the N ew York Tribune , in a

pruden tial manner , a brief sk etch o f these v ery passengers,

including the ad vertisemen ts, but not the le t ter . It w as safely laid

away for histor yÑ
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$2,000 REWARD.ÑRan away fr om the

subscri ber on Satur day nig ht, the 2 4th inst, F OURTEEN

HEAD OF NEGROES, viz: Four men, t wo women, one bo y

and seven childr en. KIT is about 35 y ears of age, five feet

six or seven inches hig h, dark chestnut c olor , and has a scar

on one o f his thumbs. J OE is about 30 y ears old, very black,

his te eth ar e very whi te, and is about f ive feet eig ht inches

high. HENRY is about 22 years old, f ive feet ten inches hig h,

of dar k chestnut c olor and lar ge fr ont te eth. JOE is about

20 years old, about f ive feet six inches hig h, heavy built and

black. TOM is about 16 years old, about f ive feet hig h, lig ht

chestnut c olor . SUSAN is about 35 years old, dar k chestnut

color , and rather stout built; spe aks rather slo w, and has

wi th her F OUR CHILDREN, varying fr om one to se ven years

of age. LEAH is about 28 y ears old, about f ive feet hig h, dark

chestnut c olor , wi th THREE CHILD REN, two boys and one

gir l, fr om one to eig ht years old.

I will g ive $1,000 if tak en in the c ounty, $1,500 if taken out

of the c ounty and in the S tate, and $2,000 if tak en out o f the

State; in ei ther c ase to be lodg ed in Cambridg e (Md.) Jail, so

that I c an get them again; or I will g ive a fair pr opor tion o f

the above reward if any par t be secur ed.

SAMUEL PATTISON,

October 26, 1857.

Near Cambridg e, Md.
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P.S.ÑSince wri ting the abo ve, I have

discovered tha t m y negr o woman, SARAH JANE, 25 years old,

stout built and chestnut c olor , has also run off.

S.P.

SAMUEL PATTISONÕS LETTER.

CAMBRIDGE, Nov. 16th, 1857.

L.W. THOMPSON:ÑSIR, this morning I r eceived your le t ter

wishing an ac cur ate description o f my Negroes which r an

away on the 2 4th o f last mon th and the am t o f r eward

offered &c &c. The description is as f ollo ws.Kit is about 35

years old, f ive feet, six or se ven inches hig h, dark chestnut

color and has a sc ar on one o f his thumbs, he has a v eryquick

step and w alks very str aight, and c an read and wri te.Joe,

is about 30 y ears old, very black and about f ive feet eig ht

inches hig h, has a very pleasing appearance, he has a free

wif e who lef t wi th him she is a lig ht mola too, she has a child

not o ver one y ear old. Henryis about 22 y ears old, f ive feet,

ten inches hig h, of dar k chestnut c oller and lar ge fr ont te eth,

he stoops a li t tle in his w alk and has a downward look. Joeis

about 20 y ears old, about f ive feet six inches hig h, heavy

built, and has a grum look and v oice dull, and black. Tomis

about 16 years old about f ive feet hig h lig ht chestnut c oller ,

smart activ e boy, and swagers in his w alk. Susan is about

35 years old, dar k chesnut c oller and stout built, spe aks

rather slo w and has wi th her four childr en, thr ee boysand
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onegir lÑthe g ir l has a thumb or f inger on her lef t hand (par t

of i t ) cut o ff, the childr en are fr om 9 mon ths to 8 y ears old.

(the y oungest a boy 9 mon ths and the oldest whose name is

Lloyd is about 8 y ears old) The husband o f Susan (Joe Viney)

star ted off wi th her , he is a slave, belong ing to a g entleman

in Alexandria D .C. he is about 40 y ears old and dar k chesnut

coller r ather slender built and about f ive feet seven or eig ht

inches hig h, he is also the Father o f Henr y, Joe and Tom.

Arewardof $400 . will be g iven for his appr ehension.Leahis

about 28 y ears old about f ive feet hig h dar k chesnut c oller ,

wi th thr ee childr en. 2 Boys and 1 gir l, the y are fr om one to

eight years old, the oldest bo y is called Adam, Leah is the

wif e of Ki t, the f irst name d man in the list. Sarah Janeis about

25 years old, stout built and chesnut c oller , quick and ac tiv e

in her w alk. Making in all 15 he ad, men, women and childr en

belong ing to me, or 16 he ad including J oe Viney, the husband

of my woman Susan.

A Rewardof $2250. will be g iven for m y negr oes if tak en

out o f the State o f Mar yland and lodg ed in Cambridg e or

Baltimor e Jail, so tha t I c an get them or a fair pr opor tion f or

any par t o f them. And including J oe VineyÕs reward $2650.00.

At the same time eig ht other negr oes belong ing to a

neighbor o f mine r an off, for which a r eward of $1400.00 has

been offered for them.

If you should w ant any inf orma tion, wi tnesses to pr ove

or inden tif y the negr oes, wri te imme diatel y on to me. Or if

you should ne ed any inf orma tion wi th r egard to pr oving the

negroes, before I could r each Philadelphia, y ou can call on

Mr . Burr oughs at Mar tin & S mi thÕs stor e, Market Str eet, No

308. Phila and he c an refer you to a g entleman who kno ws

the negr oes.

Yours &c SAML. PATTISON.

This le t ter w as in answer to one wri t ten in P hiladelphia and signe d,

ÒL.W. Thompson.Ó It is not impr obable tha t Mr . Pat tison Õs loss had
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produc ed such a hig h state o f men tal exci temen t tha t he w as hardly

in a condi tion f or c ool r ef lection, or he w ould ha ve weighed the

mat ter a li t tle mor e carefull y before exposing himself to the U .G.R.R.

agents. But the le t ter possesses t wo commendable f eatur es,

nevertheless. I t w as toler ably well wri t ten and pr ompt.

Here is a wonderful e xhi bi tion o f affection f or his c onten ted and

happy negr oes. Whether Mr . Pat tison suspende d on suddenl y

learning tha t he w as minus f if teen head, the wri ter c annot say. But

that ther e was a great slave hunt in e very dir ection ther e is no

room to doubt. Thoug h much mor e might be said about the par ties

concerned, i t must suf f ice to add tha t the y came to the V igilanc e

Commi t tee in a very sad plig htÑin ta t ter ed garmen ts, hungr y, sick,

and penniless; but the y were kindl y clothe d, fed, doctor ed, and sent

on their w ay rejoicing.

Daniel Stanl y, Nat Amb y, John Scot t, Hannah Peters, H enrie t ta

Dobson, Elizabe th Amb y, Josiah Stanl y, Caroline Stanl y, Daniel

Stanl y, jr., John Stanl y and Miller S tanl y (arriv al fr om Cambridg e.)

Daniel is about 35, w ell-made and wide-a wake. For tuna tel y, in

emancipa ting himself, he also, thr ough great perse verance, secur ed

the fr eedom o f his wif e and six childr en; one child he w as compelle d

to le ave behind. D aniel belong ed to Rober t Calender , a farmer , and,

Òexcept when in a passion, Ó said to be Òpret ty clever.Ó However,

considering as a fa ther , that i t w as his Òdut y to do all he c ouldÓ for

his childr en, and tha t all w ork and no pla y makes Jack a dull bo y,

Daniel f elt bound to se ek refuge in Canada. His wif e and childr en

were owned by ÒSamuel Count, an old, bald-he aded, bad man,Ó who

Òhad of late years been selling and bu ying slaves as a business,Ó

thoug h he stood hig h and w as a Òbig bug in Cambridge.Ó The

childr en were trul y lik ely-looking.

Nat is no or dinar y man. Lik e a certain other N at kno wn to histor y,

his honest and independen t bearing in e very respect w as that o f a

natur al hero. He was full black, and about six f eet hig h; of powerful

physical pr opor tions, and o f mor e than or dinar y in telle ctual

capacities. With the str ongest desir e to mak e the Por t o f Canada

safely, he had r esolved to be Òcarrie d back,Ó if at tacked by the slave
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hun ters, Òonly as a dead man.Ó He was held to ser vice by John Muir ,

a wealth y farmer , and the o wner o f 40 or 50 sla ves. ÒMuir would

drink and w as generally devilish.Ó Two of NatÕs sisters and one o f

his br others had be en Òsold away to Georgia by him.Ó Therefore,

admonishe d by thr eats and f ears of having to pass thr ough the same

fier y furnac e, Nat w as led to c onsider the U .G.R.R. scheme. It w as

thr ough the marriag e of NatÕs mistr ess to his pr esent owner tha t

he came into MuirÕs hands. ÒUp to the time o f her de ath,Ó he had

been encour aged to ÒhopeÓ that he w ould be Òfree;Ó indeed, he was

assured by her Òdying testimon y tha t the sla ves were not to be

sold.Ó But r egardless of the pr omises and will o f his depar ted wif e,

Muir soon e xtinguishe d all hopes o f fr eedom fr om tha t quar ter . But

not belie ving tha t God had put one man her e to Òbe the servant

of another Ñto w ork,Ó and get none o f the benef it o f his labor , Nat

armed himself wi th a good pistol and a big knif e, and taking his

wif e wi th him, bade adieu f orever to bondag e. Observing tha t Liz zie

(NatÕs wif e) looked pr et ty decided and r esolute, a member o f the

commi t tee remarked, ÒWould y our wif e fight f or fr eedom?Ó ÒI have

heard her say she would w ade thr ough blood and te ars for her

fr eedom,Ó said Nat, in the most serious mood.

The follo wing ad vertisemen t fr om The Cambridge Democrat of

Nov. 4, speaks for i tself Ñ

$300 REWARD.ÑRan away fr om the

subscri ber, on Satur day nig ht last, 17th inst., m y negr o

woman Liz zie, about 28 y ears old. She is medium siz ed, dark

comple xion, good-looking, wi th r ather a do wn look. W hen

spoken to, r eplies quickl y. She was well dr essed, wearing a

red and gr een blank et shawl, and c arrie d wi th her a v ariety
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of clothing. She r an off in c ompany wi th her husband, N at

Amby (belong ing to John Muir , Esq.), who is about 6 f eet in

height, wi th slig ht impe dimen t in his spe ech, dar k chestnut

color , and a large scar on the side o f his neck.

I will g ive the above reward if tak en in this Coun ty, or one-

half o f wha t she sells f or if tak en out o f the Coun ty or State.

In ei ther e ase to be lodged in Cambridg e Jail.

Cambridg e, Oct. 21, 1857.

ALEXANDER H. BAYLY.

P.S.ÑFor the appr ehension o f the abo ve-name d negr o

man Nat, and deliv ery in Cambridg e Jail, I will g ive $500

reward.

JOHN MUIR.

Now sinc e NatÕs master has been in tr oduced in the abo ve order, it

seems but appr opria te tha t N at should be he ard too; c onsequentl y

the f ollo wing le t ter is inser ted for wha t i t is w or th:

Auburn, June 10th, 1858.

Mr . William Still:Ñ Sir , will y ou be so Kind as to wri te a

let ter to af fey Whi te in str aw berr y alley in Baltimor e city on

the poin t. Say to her a t nat Ambey tha t I wish to Kno w fr om

her the L ast Letar tha t Joseph Ambie and H enr y Ambie t wo

Brothers and Ann W arf ield a couisin o f them t wo boys I state

above. I would lik e to he ar fr om m y mother sich y Ambie you

will P lease wri te to m y mother and tell her tha t I am w ell and

doing w ell and sta te to her tha t I perf orm m y Relissius dut ys

and I w ould lik e to he ar fr om her and w ant to kno w if she is

perf orming her R elissius dut ys yet and send me w ord fr om

all her childr en I lef t behind sa y to af fey Whi te tha t I wish

her to wri te me a Let ter in H ast my wif e is well and doing

well and m y nephew is doing w ell. Please tell af fey Whi te

when she wri tes to me to Le t me kno w wher e Joseph and

Henr y Ambie is.

Mr . Still P lease Look on your Book and y ou will f ind m y

name on y our Book. The y was eleven of us childr en and
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all when w e came thr ough and I f eal in terr ested about m y

Brothers. I ha ve never heard fr om them sinc e I Lef t home

you will P lease Be Kind annoug h to a t tend to this Le t ter .

When you send the answ er to this Le t ter y ou will P lease

send i t to P.R. Freeman Auburn Ci ty Cayuga County New

York.

Yours T rul y

NAT AMBIE.

William is 25, c omple xion br own, in telle ct natur ally good, wi th no

favorable notions o f the pe culiar insti tution. H e was armed wi th

a formidable dir k-knif e, and declared he would use i t if a t tacked,

rather than be dr agged back to bondag e.

Hannah is a hearty-looking y oung w oman of 23 or 24, wi th a

countenanc e that indic ated tha t li ber ty was what she w anted and

was contending f or, and tha t she could not willing ly submi t to the

yoke. Though she came wi th the Cambridg e party, she did not c ome

fr om Cambridg e, but fr om Marshall H ope, Caroline Coun ty, wher e

she had been owned by Char les Peters, a man who had

distinguishe d himself b y get ting Òdrunk, scr atching and f ighting,

etc.,Ó not unfrequentl y in his o wn famil y even. She had no par ents

that she kne w of. Lef t because they used her Òso bad, beat and

knock edÓ her about.

ÒJack Scot t.Ó Jack is about thir ty-six y ears of age, substantiall y

built, dar k color , and of quie t and pr epossessing manners. H e was

owned by David B. Turner , Esq., a dry goods mer chant o f New York.

By bir th, T urner w as a Vir ginian, and a r egular slave-holder . His

slaves were kept hir ed out b y the y ear. As Jack had had but slig ht

acquain tanc e wi th his N ew York owner , he says but v ery li t tle about

him. H e was moved to le ave simpl y because he had got tir ed of

working f or the Òwhite people f or nothing. Ó Fled fr om Richmond, V a.

Jack went to Canada dir ect. The f ollo wing le t ter furnishes a cle w to

his wher eabouts, plans, etc.

MONTREAL, September 1st 1859.

DEAR SIR:ÑIt is wi th extr eme pleasure that I set do wn to
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inclose y ou a few lines to le t you kno w tha t I am w ell & I

hope when these f ew lines c ome to hand the y may f ind y ou

& your famil y in good health and pr osperi ty I lef t your house

Nov. 3d, 1857, for Canada I Received a let ter her e fr om James

Carter in P eters bur g, saying tha t m y wif e would le ave ther e

about the 28th or the f irst September and tha t he w ould

send her on b y way of Philadelphia to y ou to send on to

Montr eal if she c ome on y ou be ple ase to send her on and

as ther e is so many boats coming her e all times a da y I may

not kno w wha t time she will. So y ou be ple ase to give her

this dir ection, she c an get a cab and go to the Donegana

Hotel and Edmund T urner is ther e he will tak e you wher e I

lives and if he is not ther e cabman tak e you to Mr T aylors

on Dur ham St. nearly opposi te to the M ethodist Chur ch.

Nothing mor e at pr esent but R emain your w ell wisher

JOHN SCOTT.

C. Hitchens.Ñ This individual took his depar tur e fr om Milf ord, Del.,

wher e he was owned by Wm. Hill, a farmer , who took spe cial delig ht

in having Òfighting done on the plac e.Ó This passenger w as one of our

least in tellig ent tr avelers. He was about 22.

Major Ross.ÑMajor f led fr om John Jay, a farmer r esiding in the

neighbor hood o f Havre de Grace, Md. But f or the me an tr eatmen t

received fr om Mr . Jay, Major mig ht have been foolish enoug h to ha ve

remained all his da ys in chains. ÒItÕs an ill wind tha t blo ws nobod y

any good.Ó

Henr y Oberne.Ñ Henr y was to be fr ee at 28, but pr eferr ed having

it at 21, especiall y as he was not c ertain tha t 28 w ould e ver come. He

is of chestnut c olor , well made, &c., and came fr om Seaford, Md.

Perr y Bur ton.Ñ Perr y is about t wenty-seven years of age,

decidedly color ed, medium siz e, and onl y of or dinar y in telle ct. He

acknowledged John R. Bur ton, a farmer on I ndian River, as his

master , and escaped because he wanted Òsome day for himself. Ó

Alfr ed Huber t, I srael Whi tne y and John Thompson. Alfr ed is of

powerful muscular appe arance and natur ally of a good in telle ct. He
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is full dar k chestnut c olor , and would doubtless f etch a hig h pric e.

He was owned by Mrs. Ma tilda Niles, fr om whom he had hir ed his

time, pa ying $110 yearly. He had no fault to f ind wi th his mistr ess,

except he obser ved she had a young famil y growing up, in to whose

hands he f eared he mig ht unluckil y fall some da y, and saw no w ay of

avoiding i t but b y f light. Being onl y t wenty-eig ht, he may yet mak e

his mar k.

Israel was owned by Elijah M oney. All tha t he c ould say in fa vor o f

his master w as, that he tr eated him Òrespectfull y,Ó though he Òdrank

hard.Ó Israel was about thir ty-six, and another e xcellent specimen o f

an able-bodie d and wide-a wake man. He hir ed his time a t the r ate

of $120 a year, and had to f ind his wif e and child in the bar gain. He

came fr om Alexandria, Va.

INTERESTING LETTER FROM ISRAEL.

HAMILTON, Oct. 16, 1858.

WILLIAM STILL ÑMy Dear Friend :ÑI saw Car ter and his

friend a f ew days ago, and the y told me, tha t you w as well.

On the se venth o f October m y wif e came to H amilton. Mr .

A. Hurber d, who c ame fr om Vir ginia wi th me, is g oing to

get marrie d the 20th o fNovember , next. I wish y ou would

wri te to me ho w man y of my friends y ou have seen since

October , 1857. Montgomer y Green keeps a barber shop in

Cayuga, in the S tate o f New York. I have not he ard of Oscar

Ball but onc e since I came here, and then he w as well and

doing w ell. George Carroll is in H amilton. The times ar e very

dull a t pr esent, and have been ever sinc e I came here. Please

wri te soon. N othing mor e at pr esent, onl y I still r emain in

Hamilton, C. W.

ISRAEL WHITNEY.

John is nine teen years of age, mulat to, spar e made, but not lacking
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in cour age, mother wi t or perse verance. He was born in Fauquier

county, Va., and, after e xperiencing Sla very for a number o f years

ther eÑbeing sold t wo or thr ee times to the Òhig hest bidderÓÑhe w as

finall y pur chased by a cot ton plan ter name d Hezekiah Thompson,

residing at H untsville, Alabama. I mmediatel y after the sale H ezekiah

bundle d his ne w Òpur chaseÓ off to Alabama, wher e he succeeded in

keeping him onl y about t wo years, for at the end o f tha t time J ohn

determine d to strik e a blow for li ber ty. The inc entiv e to this step

was the inhuman tr eatmen t he w as subjected to. Cruel inde ed did

he f ind i t ther e. His master w as a young man, Òfond o f drinking and

carousing, and al ways ready for a f ight or a knock -do wn.Ó A short

time bef ore John lef t his master whippe d him so se verely wi th the

Òbull whipÓ that he c ould not use his arm f or thr ee or f our da ys.

Seeing but one w ay of escape (and tha t mor e perilous than the w ay

William and Ellen Cr aft, or H enr y Box Brown tr aveled), he resolved

to tr y i t. I t w as to get on the top o f the c ar, inste ad of inside o f i t, and

thus ride o f nig hts, till ne arly daylight, when, a t a stopping-plac e

on the r oad, he would slip o ff the c ar, and conceal himself in the

woods un til under c over of the ne xt nig ht he c ould manag e to get

on the top o f another c ar. By this most hazar dous mode o f tr avel he

reached Vir ginia.

It may be best not to a t tempt to descri be how he suf fered at the

hands of his o wners in Alabama; or ho w severely he was pinched

wi th hung er in tr aveling; or ho w, when he r eached his old

neighbor hood in V ir ginia, he c ould not v entur e to inquir e for his

mother , brothers or sisters, to r eceive fr om them an af fectiona te

word, an encour aging smile, a crust o f br ead, or a drink o f water .

Success at tende d his ef for ts for mor e than t wo weeks; but alas,

after ha ving got back nor th o f Richmond, on his w ay home to

Alexandria, he w as captur ed and put in prison; his master being

inf orme d of the fac t, came on and took possession o f him again.

At f irst he r efused to sell him; said he Òhad mone y enoug h and

owned about thir ty slaves;Ó therefore wished to Òtake him back to

make an example o f him.Ó However, thr ough the persuasion o f an

uncle o f his, he c onsented to sell. Ac cording ly, John w as put on the
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auction-block and boug ht f or $1,300 by Green McMurr ay, a regular

tr ader in Richmond. M cMurr ay again offered him f or sale, but in

consequence of har d times and the hig h pric e demanded, John did

not g o off, at le ast not in the w ay the tr ader desir ed to dispose o f

him, but did, ne vertheless, succeed in g oing o ff on the Under ground

Rail Road. Thus onc e mor e he reached his old home, Ale xandria. H is

mother w as in one plac e, and his six br others and sisters e viden tl y

scat ter ed, wher e he knew not. S ince he was five years of age, not

one of them had he se en.

If such suf ferings and trials w ere not en ti tle d to claim f or the

sufferer the honor o f a her o, wher e in all Christendom c ould one be

found who c ould pr ove a bet ter ti tle to tha t appella tion ?

It is ne edless to say tha t the Commi t tee extende d to him

brother ly kindness, sympa thiz ed wi th him de eply, and sent him on

his way rejoicing.

Of his subsequent c areer the f ollo wing e xtr act fr om a let ter

wri t ten at London sho ws tha t he f ound no r est for the soles o f his

feet under the S tars and Stripes in N ew York:

I hope tha t you will r emember John Thompson, who passe d

thr ough your hands, I think, in O ctober , 1857, at the same

time tha t Mr . Cooper, from Char leston, South Car olina,

came on. I w as engaged at N ew York, in the barber business,

wi th a friend, and w as doing very well, when I w as betr ayed

and oblig ed to sail f or Eng land very suddenl y, my master

being in the ci ty to arr est me.

(LONDON, December 21st, 1860.)

The Arriv als of a Sing le Month | 163



JEREMIAH COLBURN.ÑJeremiah is a brig ht mula t to, o f

prepossessing appearance, reads and wri tes, and is qui te in tellig ent.

He f led fr om Char leston, wher e he had been owned by Mrs. E.

Williamson, an old lad y about seventy-f ive, a member o f the

Episcopal Chur ch, and oppose d to Freedom. As far as he w as

concerned, however, he said, she had tr eated him w ell; but, kno wing

that the old lad y would not be long her e, he judged i t w as best

to look out in time. Conse quentl y, he availed himself o f an

Under ground Rail Road tick et, and bade adieu to tha t hot-be d of

secession, South Carolina. I ndeed, he was fair enoug h to pass f or

whi te, and actuall y came the en tir e journe y fr om Char leston to

this ci ty under the garb o f a whi te gentleman. W ith r egard to

gentlemanl y bearing, ho wever, he was all rig ht in this par ticular .

Nevertheless, as he had been a slave all his days, he found tha t

it r equir ed no small amoun t o f ner ve to suc ceed in running the

gauntle t wi th slave-holders and sla ve-c atchers f or so long a journe y.

The follo wing poin ted epistle, fr om Jeremiah Col burn alias

William Cooper , beautifull y illustr ates the ef fects of Freedom on

many a passenger who r eceived hospi tali ties at the P hiladelphia

depotÑ

SYRACUSE, June 9th, 1858.

MR. STILL:ÑDear Sir :ÑOne o f your Under ground R.R.

Passenger Dr op you these f ew Lines to le t you see that he
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have not f orgoten y ou one who ha ve Done so much f or him

well sir I am still in S yracuse, well in r egard to wha t I am

Doing f or a Living I no y ou would lik e to he ar, I am in the

Painting B usiness, and have as much at tha t as I can do,

and enoug h to L ast me all the S ummer , I had a knolle dge

of Painting Bef ore I Lef t the South, the H otell wher e I was

working L ast win ter the Pr oprie tor fail & shot up in the

Spring and I Loose e vry thing tha t I w as working f or all L ast

win ter . I have Rit ten a Let ter to m y Friend P. Christianson

some time a g oo & have never Received an Answer, I hope

this w ont Be the c ase with this one, I ha ve an idea sir, next

win ter if f I c an this summer mak e Enough to Pay Expenses,

to goo to tha t school a t M cGrowville & spend m y win ter

their . I am going sir to tr y to Pr epair m yself f or a Lectuer , I

am going sir B y the H elp of god to tr y and Do some thing f or

the Caus to help m y Poor Breathern tha t ar e suffering under

the y oke. Do give my Respect to Mrs S tills & P erticular to

Miss Julia Kelly, I supose she is still wi th y ou yet, I am in gr eat

hast you must e xcuse my shor t le t ter . I hope these f ew Lines

may f ine you as they Leave me qui te w ell. I t will af ford me

much Pleasure to hear fr om you.

yours T rul y,

WILLIAM COO PER.

John Thompson is still her e and Doing w ell.

It will be se en tha t this y oung Char lestonian had r ather e xalted

notions in his he ad. He was contempla ting g oing to M cGrawville

College, for the purpose o f pr eparing himself f or the le cturing f ield.

Was it not r ather str ange that he did not w ant to r eturn to his Òkind-

hearted old mistr ess?Ó

THOMAS HENRY, NATHAN COLLINS AND HIS WIFE MARY

ELLEN.ÑThomas is about t wenty-six, qui te dar k, rather o f a raw-

boned make, indic ating tha t times wi th him had be en other than

smooth. A c ertain Josiah Wilson o wned Thomas. He was a cross,

rugged man, allo wing not half enoug h to e at, and w orked his slaves
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late and early. Especiall y wi thin the last t wo or thr ee months

previous to the esc ape, he had been in tensel y savage, in

consequence of having lost, not long bef ore, two of his ser vants.

Ever sinc e that misf or tune, he had fr equentl y talk ed of Òput ting the

rest in his pock et.Ó This distressing thr eat made the r est love him

none the mor e; but, to mak e assurances doubly sure, after g iving

them their supper e very evening, which c onsiste d of delicious

Òskimme d milk, c orn c ake and a herring e ach,Ó he would v ery

carefull y send them up in the lo ft over the ki tchen, and ther e Òlock

them up,Ó to remain un til c alled the ne xt morning at thr ee or f our

oÕclock to g o to w ork again. Desti tute o f mone y, clothing, and a

knowledge of the w ay, situated as they were they conclude d to mak e

an effor t f or Canada.

NATHAN w as also a fellow-ser vant wi th Thomas, and o f course

owned by Wilson. N athan Õs wif e, however, was owned by WilsonÕs

son, Abram. Nathan w as about t wenty-f ive years of age, not v ery

dark. He had a remarkably large head on his shoulders and w as the

pic tur e of determina tion, and appar entl y was exactl y the kind o f

a subject tha t mig ht be desir able in the B ri tish possessions, in the

forest or on the farm.

His wif e, Mary Ellen, is a br own-skinne d, countr y-looking y oung

woman, about t wenty years of age. In escaping, the y had to br eak

jail, in the de ad of nig ht, while all w ere asleep in the big house;

and thus the y succeeded. What Mr . Wilson did, said or thoug ht

about these Òshif tlessÓ creatur es we are not pr epared to say; we

may, not wi thstanding, r easonably inf er tha t the Under ground has

come in f or a li beral share of his indigna tion and wr ath. The abo ve

tr avelers came fr om near New Mar ket, M d. The few r ags they were

clad in w ere not r eally wor th the pric e that a woman w ould ask

for w ashing them, y et the y br ought wi th them about all the y had.

Thus the y had to be ne wly rigg ed at the e xpense of the V igilanc e

Commi t tee.

The Cambridge Democrat, of Nov. 4, 1857, from which the

advertisemen ts were cut, saidÑ
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ÒAt a meeting o f the pe ople o f this c ounty, held in

Cambridg e, on the 2d o f November , to tak e into

consider ation the be t ter pr otection o f the in ter ests of the

slave-o wners; among other things tha t w ere done, i t w as

resolved to enf orce the various ac ts of

Assembly * * * * relating to ser vants and slaves.

ÒThe act o f 1715, chap. 44, sec. 2, provides Ôthat fr om and

after the public ation ther eof no ser vant or ser vants

whatsoever, wi thin this pr ovinc e, whether b y inden tur e or

by the custom o f the c ounties, or hir ed for w ages shall tr avel

by land or w ater ten miles fr om the house o f his, her or their

master , mistr ess or dame, wi thout a note under their hands,

or under the hands o f his, her or their o verseer, if any be,

under the penalt y of being tak en for a runa way, and to suf fer

such penalties as her eafter pr ovided against runa ways.Õ The

Act o f 1806, chap. 81, sec. 5, provides, ÔThat any person taking

up such runa way, shall have and receive $6,Õ to be paid by

the master or o wner . It w as also determine d to ha ve put in

force the act o f 1825, chap. 161, and the act o f 1839, chap. 320,

relativ e to idle, v agabond, fr ee negroes, providing f or their

sale or banishmen t fr om the State. All persons in ter ested,

are hereby notif ied tha t the af oresaid laws, in par ticular ,

will be enf orced, and all o ff icers failing to enf orce them will

be pr esented to the Gr and Jury, and those who desir e to

avoid the penalties o f the af oresaid statutes ar e requested to

conform to these pr ovisions.Ó

As to the modus oper andi by which so man y men, w omen and

childr en were delivered and safely forwarded to Canada, despi te

slave-hun ters and the fug itiv e slave law, the subjoine d let ters, fr om

dif ferent agents and depots, will thr ow impor tant lig ht on the

question.

Men and w omen aide d in this c ause who w ere inf luenc ed by

no oath o f secresy, who r eceived not a far thing f or their labors,

who belie ved tha t God had put i t in to the he arts of all mankind to
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love liber ty, and had commande d men to Òfeel for those in bonds

as bound wi th them, Ó Òto break every yoke and let the oppr essed

go fr ee.Ó But her e are the le t ters, be aring at le ast on some o f the

tr avelers:

WILMIN GTON, 10th Mo. 31st, 1857.

ESTEEMED FRIEND WILLIAM STILL:Ñ I wri te to inf orm

thee that w e have either 17 or 27, I am not c ertain which,

of tha t lar ge Gang of GodÕs poor , and I hope the y are safe.

The man who has them in char ge inf orme d me ther e were

27 safe and one bo y lost during last nig ht, about 14 years of

age, wi thout shoes; w e have felt some anxie ty about him, f or

fear he may be tak en up and be tr ay the r est. I have since

been inf orme d ther e are but 17 so that I c annot a t pr esent

tell which is c orr ect. I have several looking out f or the lad;

they will be k ept fr om Phila. f or the pr esent. M y principal

object in wri ting the e at this time is to inf orm the e of wha t

one of our c onstables told me this morning; he told me tha t

a color ed man in P hila. who pr ofessed to be a gr eat friend o f

the c olor ed people w as a traitor; tha t he had be en wri t ten to

by an Aboli tionist in Baltimor e, to keep a look out f or those

slaves that lef t Cambridg e this nig ht w eek, told him the y

would be lik ely to pass thr ough Wilmington on 6th da y or 7th

day nig ht, and the c olor ed man in P hila. had wri t ten to the

master o f par t o f them telling him the abo ve, and the master

arriv ed her e yesterday in c onsequence of the inf orma tion,

and told one o f our c onstables the abo ve; the man told the

name of the Baltimor e wri ter , which he had f orgot ten, but

decline d telling the name o f the c olor ed man in P hila. I hope

you will be able to f ind out who he is, and should I be able

to le arn the name o f the Baltimor e friend, I will put him on

his Guar d, respecting his P hila. corr esponden ts. As ever th y

friend, and the friend o f Humani ty, wi thout r egard to c olor

or clime.

THOS. GARRETT.
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How much truth ther e was in the Òconstable ÕsÓ story to the ef fect,

Òthat a color ed man in P hiladelphia, who pr ofessed to be a gr eat

friend o f the c olor ed people, w as a traitor , etc.,Ó the Commit tee

never learned. As a general thing, c olor ed people w ere true to the

fug itiv e slave; but no w and then some unprinciple d individuals,

under v arious pr etenses, would c ause us great anxie ty.

LETTER FROM JOHN AUGUSTA.

NORRISTOWN Oct 18th 1857 2 oÕclock PM

DEAR SIR:ÑTher e is Six men and w omen and Five childr en

making Ele ven Persons. I f you are willing to R eceve them

wri te to me ime diatel y and I will bring them to y our T o

morr ow Evening I w ould not H ave wr ote this B ut the Times

are so much w orse Financial y tha t I thoug ht I t best to he ar

From you Before I Brought such a Cr owd Down Pleas Answer

this and

Oblig e

JOHN AUGUSTA.

This documen t has somewhat o f a mili tar y appearance about i t.

It is shor t and to the poin t. Friend Augusta w as well kno wn in

Norristo wn as a f irst-r ate hair -dr esser and a pr ompt and

trust wor th y Under ground Rail Road agent. Of c ourse a speedy

answer w as returne d to his note, and he w as instruc ted to bring the

eleven passengers on to the Commi t tee in Brother ly Love.
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LETTER FROM MISS G. LEWIS ABOUT
A PORTION OF THE SAME
ÒMEMORABLE TWENTY-EIGHT.Ó

SUNNYSIDE, Nov. 6th, 1857.

DEAR FRIEND:ÑEight mor e of the lar ge company reached

our plac e last nig ht, dir ect fr om Ercildo wn. The eig ht

consti tute one famil y of them, the husband and wif e wi th

four childr en under eig ht years of age, wish tick ets for

Elmir a. Three sons, nearly grown, will be f orwarded to Phila.,

probably by the tr ain which passes Phoenixville a t seven

oÕclock o f to-morr ow evening the se venth. I t w ould be saf est

to me et them ther e. We shall send them to Elijah wi th the

request f or them to be sen t ther e. And I pr esume the y will

be. If the y should not arriv e you may suppose i t did not sui t

Elijah to send them.

We will send the mone y for the tick ets by C.C. Bur leigh,

who will be in P hila. on second day morning. I f you ple ase,

you will f orward the tick ets by to-morr owÕs mail as we do

not ha ve a mail again till thir d day.

Yours hastil y,

Q. LEWIS.

Please give dir ections f or f orwarding to Elmir a and name

the pric e of tick ets.

At f irst Miss Le wis thoug ht o f forwarding onl y a part o f her fug itiv e

guests to the Commi t tee in Philadelphia, but on fur ther

consider ation, all w ere safely sent along in due time, and the

Commi t tee took gr eat pains to ha ve them made as c omf or table

as possible, as the cases of these mothers and childr en especiall y

called for th the de epest sympath y.

In this c onnection i t seems but f it ting to allude to Captain Le eÕs

sufferings on ac count o f his having br ought away in a skif f, by sea,

170 | The Under ground Railr oad



a party of four , alluded to in the beg inning o f this sing le mon thÕs

repor t.

Unfor tuna tel y he was suspected, arr ested, trie d, convicted, and

torn fr om his wif e and t wo li t tle childr en, and sent to the Richmond

Peni ten tiar y for t wenty-f ive years. Before being sent away fr om

Por tsmouth, V a., where he was trie d, for ten da ys in succession in

the prison f ive lashes a day were laid heavily on his bar e back. The

fur ther suf ferings o f poor Le e and his heart-br oken wif e, and his

li t tle da ughter and son, ar e too painful f or minute r eci tal. I n this ci ty

the friends o f Freedom did all in their po wer to c omf or t Mrs. Le e,

and administer ed aid to her and her childr en; but she br oke down

under her mournful fa te, and w ent to tha t bourne fr om whenc e no

tr aveler ever r eturns.

Captain Le e suffered un told miser y in prison, un til he, also, not a

great while bef ore the Union f orces took possession o f Richmond,

sank beneath the se veri ty of his tr eatmen t, and w ent lik ewise to

the gr ave. The two childr en for a long time w ere under the c are

of Mr . Wm. Ingr am of Philadelphia, who v olun taril y, from pur e

benevolenc e, proved himself to be a fa ther and a friend to them. T o

their poor mother also he had be en a true friend.

The way in which Captain Le e came to be c onvicted, if the

Commi t tee were corr ectl y inf orme d and the y think the y were, was

substantiall y in this wise: I n the dar kness of the nig ht, f our men, t wo

of them c onstables, one o f the other t wo, the o wner o f one o f the

slaves who had be en aided away by Lee, seized the wif e of one o f

the fug itiv es and took her to the w oods, wher e the f iends strippe d

every par ticle o f clothing fr om her person, tie d her to a tr ee, and

armed wi th kniv es, cowhides and a sho vel, swore vengeance against

her, declaring the y would kill her if she did not testif y against Lee. At

f irst she r efused to r eveal the secret; inde ed she knew but li t tle to

reveal; but her sa vage tormen tors be at her almost to de ath. Under

this barbar ous inf lic tion she w as constr ained to implic ate Captain

Lee, which w as about all the e videnc e the pr osecution had against

him. And in r eality her evidenc e, for t wo reasons, should not ha ve

weighed a str aw, as it w as contr ary to the la ws of the State o f
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Vir ginia, to admi t the testimon y of color ed persons against whi te;

then again f or the r eason that this testimon y was obtained wholl y

by brute f orce.

But in this instanc e, this w oman on whom the mur derous at tack

had been made, was brought in to c our t on Le eÕs trial and w as bid

to simpl y make her sta temen t wi th r egard to Le eÕs connection wi th

the escape of her husband. This she did o f course. And in the e yes of

this chiv alric c our t, this pr ocedur e Òwas all rig ht.Ó But thank God the

events sinc e those dar k and dr eadful da ys, afford abundan t pr oof

that the All-se eing Eye was not asleep to the dail y suf ferings o f the

poor bondman.
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A Slave Girl's Narrative

CORDELIA LONEY, SLAVE OF MRS. JOSEPH
CAHELL (WIDOW OF THE LATE HON.
JOSEPH CAHELL, OF VA.), OF
FREDERICKSBURG, VA.ÑCORDELIAÕS
ESCAPE FROM HER MISTRESS IN
PHILADELPHIA.

Rarely did the pe culiar insti tution pr esent the r elations o f mistr ess

and maid-ser vant in a lig ht so appar entl y favorable as in the c ase of

Mrs. Joseph Cahell (wido w of the la te Hon. Jos Cahell, of Va.), and her

slave, Cordelia. The Vigilanc e Commi t teeÕs first kno wledge of ei ther

of these memor able personag es was brought about in the f ollo wing

manner .

About the 30th o f Mar ch, in the y ear 1859, a member o f the

Vigilanc e Commi t tee was notif ied by a color ed servant, living a t a

fashionable boar ding-house on Chestnut str eet tha t a lady wi th a

slave woman fr om Fredericksbur g, Va., was boarding at said house,

and, tha t said slave woman desir ed to r eceive counsel and aid fr om

the Commi t tee, as she was anxious to secur e her fr eedom, bef ore

her mistr ess returne d to the South. On fur ther c onsulta tion about

the ma t ter , a suitable hour w as named for the me eting o f the

Commi t tee and the Slave at the abo ve named boar ding-house.

Finding tha t the w oman w as thor oughly reliable, the Commi t tee

told her Òthat t wo modes o f deliv erance were open bef ore her. One

was to tak e her trunk and all her clothing and quie tl y retir e.Ó The

other w as to Òsue out a wri t o f habeas corpus; and bring the mistr ess

before the Cour t, wher e she would be r equir ed, under the la ws

of Pennsylvania, to sho w cause why she restr ained this w oman of

her fr eedom.Ó Cordelia conclude d to adopt the f ormer e xpedien t,
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provided the Commi t tee would pr otect her . Without hesi tation the

Commi t tee answered her , that to the e xten t o f their abili ty, she

should ha ve their aid wi th ple asure, wi thout dela y. Consequentl y a

member o f the Commi t tee was directed to be on hand a t a given

hour tha t evening, as Cor delia w ould c ertainl y be ready to le ave

her mistr ess to tak e care of herself. Thus, a t the appoin ted hour ,

Cordelia, very deli beratel y, accompanie d the Commi t tee away fr om

her Òkind hearted old mistr ess.Ó

In the quie t and securi ty of the V igilanc e Commi t tee Room,

Cordelia r elated substan tiall y the f ollo wing brief stor y touching her

relationship as a sla ve to Mrs. Joseph Cahell. I n this c ase, as with

thousands and tens o f thousands o f others, as the old adag e fitl y

expr esses it, ÒAll is not g old tha t g li t ters.Ó Under this apparentl y

pious and noble-minde d lady, it will be se en, that Cor delia had

known naught but miser y and sorr ow.

Mrs. Cahell, ha ving engaged boar d for a mon th at a fashionable

priv ate boar ding-house on Chestnut str eet, took an e arly

oppor tuni ty to c aution Cor delia against g oing in to the str eets, and

against having anything to sa y or do wi th Òfree niggers in par ticularÓ;

wi thal, she appe ared unusuall y kind, so much so, tha t bef ore retiring

to be d in the e vening, she w ould c all Cor delia to her chamber , and

by her side w ould tak e her Pr ayer-book and B ible, and go thr ough

the f orms o f devotional ser vice. She stood very hig h both as a

chur ch communic ant and a lady in socie ty.

For a f or tnig ht i t seemed as thoug h her pr ayers were to be

answered, for Cor delia appar entl y bor e herself as submissiv ely as

ever, and Madame r eceived calls and accepted invitations fr om

some of the elite of the ci ty, wi thout suspe cting an y in ten tion on the

par t o f Cor delia to esc ape. But Cor delia could not f orget ho w her

childr en had all been sold by her mistr ess!

Cordelia w as about f if ty-seven years of age, wi th about an e qual

propor tion o f color ed and whi te blood in her v eins; very neat,

respectful and pr epossessing in manner .

From her bir th to the hour o f her esc ape she had worn the y oke

under Mrs. C., as her most ef f icien t and r eliable maid-ser vant. She
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had been at her mistr essÕ beck and c all as seamstr ess, dressing-

maid, nurse in the sickr oom, etc., etc., under cir cumstanc es that

mig ht appear to the c asual observer unc ommonl y favorable for a

slave. Indeed, on his f irst in ter view wi th her , the Commi t tee man

was so forcibly impr essed wi th the belief, tha t her c ondi tion in

Vir ginia had be en favorable, that he hesi tated to ask her if she

did not desir e her li ber ty. A few momen tsÕ conversation wi th her ,

however, convinc ed him o f her g ood sense and decision o f purpose

wi th r egard to this ma t ter . For, in answer to the f irst question he put

to her , she answered, tha t, ÒAs many cr eatur e comf or ts and r elig ious

privileg es as she had been the r ecipien t o f under her Ôkind mistr ess,Õ

still she Ôwanted to be fr ee,Õ and Ôwas bound to le ave,Õ that she had

been Ôtreated very cruell y,Õ that her childr en had Ôall been sold awayÕ

fr om her; tha t she had be en thr eatened wi th sale herself Ôon the f irst

insult, 'Ó etc.

She was willing to tak e the en tir e responsibili ty of taking c are of

herself. On the sugg estion o f a friend, bef ore leaving her mistr ess,

she was disposed to sue f or her fr eedom, but, upon a

reconsider ation o f the ma t ter , she chose rather to ac cept the

hospi tali ty of the Under ground Rail Road, and leave in a quie t w ay

and go to Canada, wher e she would be fr ee indeed. According ly she

lef t her mistr ess and was soon a free woman.

The follo wing sad experienc e she related calmly, in the pr esence

of several friends, an e vening or t wo after she lef t her mistr ess:

Two sons and t wo daughters had be en sold fr om her b y her

mistr ess, within the last thr ee years, since the de ath o f her master .

Thr ee of her childr en had been sold to the Richmond mar ket and

the other in N elson county.

Paulina w as the f irst sold, t wo years ago last Ma y. Nat w as the

next; he w as sold to Abr am Warrick, o f Richmond. P aulina w as

sold bef ore it w as named to her mother tha t i t had en ter ed her

mistr essÕs mind to dispose o f her . Nancy, from infanc y, had been in

poor he alth. N evertheless, she had been oblig ed to tak e her plac e

in the f ield wi th the r est of the sla ves, of mor e rugged consti tution,

until she had passe d her t wentie th y ear, and had become a mother .
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Under these cir cumstanc es, the overseer and his wif e complaine d

to the mistr ess that her he alth w as really too bad f or a f ield hand

and begged tha t she mig ht be tak en wher e her duties w ould be

less oppr essive. According ly, she was withdr awn fr om the f ield,

and was set to spinning and w eaving. W hen too sick to w ork her

mistr ess invariabl y took the gr ound, tha t Ònothing w as the mat ter ,Ó

not wi thstanding the fac t, tha t her famil y physician, Dr . Ellsom, had

pronounc ed her Òqui te w eakly and sick.Ó

In an angr y mood one da y, Mrs. Cahell de clared she would cur e

her; and again sen t her to the f ield, Òwith or ders to the o verseer,

to whip her e very day, and make her w ork or kill her .Ó Again the

overseer said i t w as Òno use to tr y, for her he alth w ould not stand

it,Ó and she was for th wi th r eturne d. The mistr ess then conclude d to

sell her .

One Sabbath evening a nephe w of hers, who r esided in N ew

Or leans, happened to be on a visi t to his a unt, when i t oc curr ed

to her , that she had Òbet ter g et N ancy off if possi ble.Ó According ly,

Nancy was called in f or examination. Being dr essed in her ÒSunday

bestÓ and Òbefore a poor c andle-lig ht,Ó she appeared to g ood

advantage; and the nephe w conclude d to star t wi th her on the

follo wing T uesday morning. H owever, the ne xt morning, he

happened to see her by the lig ht o f the sun, and in her w orking

garmen ts, which sa tisf ied him tha t he had be en grossly deceived;

that she w ould bar ely live to r each New Or leans; he positiv ely

refused to c arr y out the pr evious eveningÕs contr act, thus le aving

her in the hands o f her mistr ess, with the ad vice, that she should

Òdoctor her up. Ó

The mistr ess, not dispose d to be def eated, obviated the dif f icult y

by selecting a li t tle bo y, made a lot o f the t wo, and thus made i t an

induc ement to a pur chaser to bu y the sick w oman; the bo y and the

woman br ought $700.

In the sale o f her childr en, Cordelia w as as lit tle r egarded as if she

had been a cow.

ÒI felt wr etche d,Ó she said, with emphasis, Òwhen I heard tha t

Nancy had been sold,Ó which was not un til af ter she had be en
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removed. ÒBut,Ó she continue d, ÒI was not at li ber ty to mak e my

grief kno wn to a sing le whi te soul. I w ept and c ouldn Õt help it.Ó

But r emembering tha t she w as liable, Òon the f irst insult, Ó to be

sold herself, she soug ht no sympa th y fr om her mistr ess, whom she

descri bes as Òa woman who sho ws as li t tle kindness to wards her

servants as any woman in the S tates of Americ a. She neither lik es to

feed nor clothe w ell.Ó

With r egard to f logging, ho wever, in days past, she had been up to

the mar k. ÒA many a slap and blo wÓ had Cordelia r eceived sinc e she

arriv ed at w omanhood, dir ectl y fr om the madam Õs own hand.

One day smar ting under cruel tr eatmen t, she appealed to her

mistr ess in the f ollo wing str ain: ÒI stood by your mother in all her

sickness and nurse d her till she die d!Ó ÒI waited on y our nie ce, night

and day for mon ths, till she die d.Ó ÒI waited upon y our husband all

my lif eÑin his sickness espe ciall y, and shrouded him in de ath, etc.,

yet I am tr eated cruell y.Ó It w as of no avail.

Her mistr ess, at one time, w as the owner o f about f ive hundr ed

slaves, but wi thin the last f ew years she had gr eatl y lessened the

number b y sales.

She stood very hig h as a lady, and was a member o f the E piscopal

Chur ch.

To punish Cor delia, on several occasions, she had been sent to

one of the plan tations to w ork as a field hand. For tuna tel y, however,

she found the o verseers mor e compassionate than her mistr ess,

thoug h she received no par ticular fa vors fr om any of them.

Asking her to name the o verseers, etc., she did so. The f irst w as

ÒMarks, a thin-visag ed, poor -looking man, gr eat f or sw earing.Ó The

second w as ÒGilber t Brower, a very rash, por tl y man.Ó The third was

ÒBuck Young, a stout man, and v ery sharp.Ó The four th w as ÒLynn

Powell, a tall man wi th r ed whisk ers, very contr ary and spi teful.Ó

Ther e was also a fif th one, but his name w as lost.

Thus Cor deliaÕs experienc e, thoug h chief ly conf ined to the Ògreat

house,Ó extende d occasionally over the c orn and tobac co f ields,

among the o verseers and f ield hands g enerally. But under no
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cir cumstanc es could she f ind i t in her he art to be thankful f or the

privileg es of Slavery.

After le aving her mistr ess she learned, wi th no li t tle degr ee of

pleasure, that a perple xed state o f things e xiste d at the boar ding-

house; tha t her mistr ess was seriously puzzled to imag ine ho w she

would g et her shoes and stockings on and o ff; how she would g et

her he ad combed, get dr essed, be at tende d to in sickness, e tc., as

she (Cordelia), had been compelle d to dischar ge these off ices all her

lif e.

Most o f the boar ders, being sla ve-holders, na tur ally sympathiz ed

in her af f lic tion; and some o f them w ent so far as to o ffer a reward

to some o f the c olor ed servants to gain a kno wledge of her

wher eabouts. Some char ged the ser vants wi th ha ving a hand in her

leaving, but all agr eed tha t Òshe had lef t a very kind and indulg ent

mistr ess,Ó and had acted very foolishl y in running out o f Slavery in to

Freedom.

A certain Doc tor o f Divini ty, the pastor o f an Episcopal chur ch

in this ci ty and a friend o f the mistr ess, hearing o f her distr ess,

by request or v olun taril y, under took to f ind out Cor deliaÕs place of

seclusion. H ailing on the str eet a certain c olor ed man wi th a familiar

face, who he thoug ht kne w nearly all the c olor ed people about to wn,

he related to him the pr edicament o f his lad y friend fr om the South,

remarked how kindl y she had always tr eated her ser vants, signif ied

that Cor delia w ould rue the chang e, and be lef t to suf fer among

the Òmiser able blacks do wn to wn,Ó that she w ould not be able to

take care of herself; quote d Scriptur e justif ying Slavery, and f inall y

suggested tha t he (the c olor ed man) would be doing a dut y and

a kindness to the fug itiv e by using his inf luenc e to Òfind her and

prevail upon her to r eturn. Ó

It so happene d tha t the c olor ed man thus addr essed, was Thomas

Dorsey, the w ell-kno wn fashionable c ater er of Philadelphia, who

had had the e xperienc e of qui te a number o f years as a slave at the

South,Ñhad himself onc e been pursue d as a fugitiv e, and having,

by his industr y in the c ondi tion o f Freedom, acquir ed a handsome

estate, he f elt en tir ely qualif ied to r eply to the r everend gentleman,
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which he did, thoug h in not v ery respectful phr ases, telling him tha t

Cordelia had as good a rig ht to her li ber ty as he had, or her mistr ess

either; tha t God had ne ver in tende d one man to be the sla ve of

another; tha t i t w as all false about the sla ves being bet ter o ff than

the fr ee color ed people; tha t he w ould f ind as man y Òpoor , miserably

degraded,Ó of his o wn c olor Òdown-to wn,Ó as among the Òdegraded

blacksÓ; and conclude d by telling him tha t he w ould Òrather g ive her

a hundr ed dollars to help her o ff, than to do a ught to mak e known

her wher eabouts, if he kne w ever so much about her .Ó

What fur ther steps w ere taken by the disc omf ited divine, the

mistr ess, or her boar ding-house sympa thiz ers, the Commi t tee was

not inf orme d.

But wi th r egard to Cor delia: she took her depar tur e for Canada,

in the midst o f the D aniel Webster ( fug itiv e) trial, wi th the hope o f

being permi t ted to en joy the r emainder o f her lif e in Freedom and

peace. Being a member o f the Baptist Chur ch, and pr ofessing to be

a Christian, she w as persuaded tha t, by industr y and assistance of

the Lor d, a way would be opene d to the se eker of Freedom even in a

str ange land and among str angers.

This stor y appeared in par t in the N.Y. Evening Post, having been

furnishe d by the wri ter , wi thout his name to i t. I t is c ertainl y none

the less in ter esting no w, as it may be read in the lig ht o f Univ ersal

Emancipation.
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Arrival of Jackson, Isaac
Edmonson Turner from
Petersburg

TOUCHING SCENE ON MEETING THEIR
OLD BLIND FATHER AT THE U.G.R.R.
DEPOT.

LETTERS AND WARNIN G TO SLAVEHOLDERS.

About the la t ter par t o f December , 1857, Isaac and Edmondson,

brothers, suc ceeded in making their esc ape together fr om

Petersbur g, Va. They barely escaped the auction block, as their

mistr ess, Mrs. Ann Colle y, a widow, had just c omple ted

arr angements for their sale on the c oming f irst da y of January. In

this kind o f pr oper ty, however, Mrs. Colle y had not lar gely invested.

In the da ys of her pr osperi ty, while all w as happy and conten ted, she

could onl y boast o f Òfour he ad:Ó these brothers, Jackson, Isaac and

Edmondson and one other . In May, 1857, Jackson had f led and w as

received by the V igilanc e Commi t tee, who plac ed him upon their

books brief ly in the f ollo wing lig ht:

ÒRUNAWAYÑFifty Dollar s Reward,ÑRan away some time in

May last, my Servant-man , who c alls himself Jackson Turner .

He is about 27 years of age, and has one of his fr ont te eth

out. H e is qui te black, wi th thick lips, a li t tle bo w-legg ed,

and looks do wn when spok en to. I will g ive a reward of

Fif ty dollars if tak en out o f the ci ty, and t wenty f ive Dollars

if tak en wi thin the ci ty. I forewarn all masters o f vessels

fr om harboring or emplo ying the said sla ve; all persons who

disr egard this N otic e will be punishe d as the law dir ects.
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ANN COLLEY.

Petersbur g, June 8th, 1857.Ó

JACKSON is qui te dar k, medium siz e, and well inf orme d for one

in his c ondi tion. I n Slavery, he had been Òpressed hard.Ó His hir e,

Òten dollars per mon thÓ he was obliged to pr oduce at the end o f

each mon th, no ma t ter ho w much he had be en called upon to

expend f or Òdoctor bills, &c. Ó The woman he c alled mistr ess went by

the name o f Ann Colle y, a widow, living ne ar Petersbur g. ÒShe was

very quarr elsome,Ó although a Òmember o f the M ethodist Chur ch.Ó

Jackson seeing tha t his mistr ess was yearly growing Òharder and

harder,Ó conclude d to tr y and bet ter his c ondi tion Òif possible.Ó

Having a fr ee wif e in the N or th, who w as in the habi t

of communic ating wi th him, he w as kept full y awake to the lo ve

of Freedom. The Under ground Rail Road expense the Commi t tee

gladly bor e. No fur ther r ecord of Jackson w as made. Jackson found

his poor old fa ther her e, wher e he had r esided for a number o f years

in a state o f almost total blindness, and o f course in much par ental

anxiety about his bo ys in chains. On the arriv al of Jackson, his he art

overf lowed wi th jo y and gr ati tude not e asily descri bed, as the old

man had har dly been able to muster fai th enoug h to belie ve that he

should e ver look wi th his dim e yes upon one o f his sons in F reedom.

After a da y or t woÕs tarr ying, Jackson took his depar tur e for safer

and mor e healthful loc alities,Ñher ÒBri tish Majest yÕs possessions.Ó

The old man r emained onl y to f eel mor e keenly than e ver, the pang

of having sons still toiling in hopeless ser vitude.

In less than seven mon ths af ter Jackson had shaken off the y oke,

to the unspe akable joy of the fa ther , Isaac and Edmondson

succeeded in f ollo wing their br otherÕs example, and w ere made

happy par takers of the benef its and blessings o f the V igilanc e

Commi t tee of Philadelphia. On f irst me eting his t wo boys, at the

Under ground Rail Road Depot, the old man took e ach one in his

arms, and as looking thr ough a glass darkly, str aining e very ner ve

of his almost lost sig ht, exclaiming, whilst hugg ing them closer and

closer to his bosom f or some minutes, in te ars of joy and w onder ,
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ÒMy son Isaac, is this you? my son Isaac, is this you, &c.?Ó The scene

was calculated to awaken the de epest emotion and to bring te ars

to eyes not accustome d to w eep. Lit tle had the old man dr eamed

in his da ys of sadness, that he should shar e such a feast of joy over

the deliv erance of his sons. But i t is in v ain to a t tempt to pic tur e

the af fecting sc ene at this r eunion, f or tha t w ould be impossi ble.

Of their sla ve lif e, the r ecords contain but a shor t notic e, simply as

follo ws:

ÒIsaac is twenty-eig ht years of age, hearty-looking, w ell made,

dark color and in tellig ent. He was owned by Mrs. Ann Colle y, a

wido w, residing ne ar Petersbur g, Va. Isaac and Edmondson w ere to

have been sold, on N ew YearÕs day; a few days hence. How sad her

disappoin tmen t must ha ve been on f inding them g one, may be mor e

easily imagined than descri bed.Ó

Edmondson is about t wenty-f ive, a brother o f Isaac, and a smart,

good-looking y oung man, w as owned by Mrs. Colle y also. ÒThis

is just the class o f fug itiv es to make good subjects for John Bull,Ó

thoug ht the Commi t tee, feeling pr et ty well assured tha t the y would

make good r epor ts af ter ha ving en joyed fr ee air in Canada f or a

shor t time. Of c ourse, the Commi t tee enjoined upon them v ery

earnestl y Ònot to f orget their br ethr en lef t behind gr oaning in

fet ters; but to pr ove by their industr y, uprig htness, econom y,

sobrie ty and thrif t, by the r emembr ance of their f ormer da ys of

oppr ession and their obliga tions to their God, tha t the y were wor th y

of the c ountr y to which the y were going, and so to help br eak

the bands o f the oppr essors, and undo the he avy bur dens of the

oppr essed.Ó Similar ad vice was impr essed upon the minds o f all

tr avelers passing o ver this br anch of the Under ground Rail Road.

From hundr eds thus admonishe d, let ters c ame affording the most

gratif ying evidenc e that the c ounsel o f the Commi t tee was not in

vain. The appende d let ter fr om the y oungest br other , wri t ten wi th

his own hand, will indic ate his f eelings and vie ws in Canada:

HAMILTON, CANADA WEST Mar. 1, 1858.

MR. STILL, DEAR SIR:ÑI have taken the opper tuni ty to
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enform y ou yur le t ter c ame to hand 27th I w are glad to he ar

fr om you and y er faml y i hope this le t ter Ma y f ine you and

the faml y Well i am W ell m y self M y Brother join me in Lo ve

to y ou and all the fr end. I w are sorr y to he ar of the de ath

of Mrs fr eaman. We all must die sune or L ate this a da te w e

all must pa y we must Perpar f or the time she w are a nise

lady dear sir the all is w ell and san thar lo ve to y ou Emer line

have Ben sick But is be t ter a t this time. I sa w the hills the

war well and san thar Lo ve to y ou. I w ar sor y to he ar tha t M y

brother w ar sol i am g lad tha t i did c ome away when i did

god works all the things f or the Best he is y oung he ma y get

a long in the w ole May god Bless hem ef you have any News

fr om Petersbur g Va Plas Rite me a w ord when y ou anser this

Let ter and ef an y person c ame form home Le t ter M e know.

Please sen me one of your Paper tha t had the under gr ands R

wr od give My Love to Mr Car eter and his famil y I am Seving

wi th a barber a t this time he ha ve promust to g ive me the

tr ad ef i can lane i t he is much o f a gentman. Mr S till sir i ha ve

wri ting a le t ter to Mr B rown o f Petersbur g Va Pleas reed i t

and ef you think i t rig ht Plas sen it by the Mail or b y hand

you w all see how i have wri ten i t the will kno w ho w sent i t

by the w ay this wri ting ef the anc er i t you can sen it to M e i

have tol them dir ec to y or c are for Ed. t. Smi th Philadelphia

i hope i t may be rig ht i pr omorst to ri te to he ar Please rite

to me sune and le t me kno w ef y ou do sen i t on wri te wi t

you did wi th tha t ma a bug ht the c appet Bage do not f ergit

to ri te tal John he mi te ri te to M e. I am doing as w ell is i c an

at this time but i g et no w agges But m y Bord but is sa tf id

at tha t thes har d time and g lad tha t i am H ear and in g ood

helth. N or thing M ore at this time

yor trul y

EDMUND TURNER.

The same wri ter sen t to the Corr esponding Secretar y the f ollo wing

ÒWarning to Sla ve-holders. Ó At the time these documen ts were
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received, Slaveholders w ere never mor e def iant. The rig ht to

tr ample on the w eak in oppr ession was indisputable. ÒCinnamon and

odors, and oin tmen ts, and fr ankinc ense, and wine, and oil, and f ine

f lour and whe at, and be asts, and sheep, and horses, and chariots,

and slaves, and souls of men,Ó slave-holders belie ved doubtless w ere

theirs b y Divine Rig ht. Li t tle dr eaming tha t in less than thr ee shor t

yearsÑÓTherefore shall her plagues c ome in one da y, death, and

mourning, and famine. Ó In view of the mar velous chang es which

have been wr ought by the hand o f the Almig hty, this w arning to

slave-holders fr om one who f elt the sting o f Slavery, as evincing a

par ticular phase o f simple fai th and Christian chari ty is enti tle d to a

place in these r ecords.

A WARNING TO SLAVE-HOLDERS.

Well may the Southern sla veholder sa y, that holding their

Fellow men in Bondag e is no sin, be cause it is their delig ht as

the Egyptians, so do the y; but ne vertheless God in his own

good time will bring them out b y a mighty hand, as i t is

recorded in the sacr ed or acles of truth, tha t Ethiopia shall

soon str etch out her hands to God, spe aking in the posi tiv e

(shall). And my pr ayer is to y ou, oh, slaveholder , in the name

of tha t God who in the beg inning said, Le t ther e be light,

and ther e was light. Let m y People go tha t the y may serve

me; ther eby good may come un to the e and to th y childr enÕs

childr en. Slave-holder ha ve you seriousl y thoug ht upon the

condi tion y oursel ves, family and slaves; have you r ead wher e

Christ has en joined upon all his cr eatur es to r ead his word,

ther eby tha t the y may have no excuse when c oming bef ore

his judgmen t seat? But y ou say he shall not r ead his word,

consequentl y his sin will be upon y our he ad. I think e very

man has as much as he can do to answ er f or his o wn sins.

And now my dear-slave-holder , who wi th y ou are bound
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and fast hastening to judgmen t? As one tha t lo ves your soul

repent ye, ther efore, and be converted, tha t your sins ma y

be blot ted out when the time o f r efr eshing shall c ome fr om

the pr esence of the Lor d.

In the languag e of the poe t:

Stop, poor sinner , stop and think,

Before you fur ther g o;

Think upon the brink o f death

Of everlasting w oe.

Say, have you an arm lik e God,

That you his will oppose ?

Fear you not tha t ir on r od

With which he br eaks his foes?

Is the pr ayer of one tha t lo ves your souls.

EDMUND TURNER.

N.B. The signatur e bears the name o f one who kno ws and

felt the sting o f Slavery; but no w, thanks be to God, I am no w

wher e the poisonous br eath tain ts not our air , but every one

is sit ting under his o wn vine and f ig tr ee, wher e none dar e

to mak e him ashamed or afr aid.

EDMUND TURNER, former ly of Petersbur g, Va.

HAMILTON, June 22d, 1858, C.W.

To MR. WM. STILL, DEAR SIR:ÑA favorable oppor tuni ty

affords the ple asure of ackno wledging the r eceipt o f let ters

and papers; c ertainl y in this r egion the y were highly

appreciated, and I hope the time ma y come tha t your

kindness will be r ecipr ocated we are al well at pr esent, but

times c ontinue dull. I also de eply regret the e xci temen t

recentl y on the ac count o f those sla ves, you will fa vor me b y

keeping me poste d upon the subje ct. Those w ords wri t ten to

slaveholder is the thoug ht o f one who had suf ferd, and no w I

thoug ht i t a dut y incumben t upon me to cr y aloud and spar e

not, &c., b y sending these f ew lines wher e the slaveholder

may hear. You will still fur ther oblig e your humble ser vant
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also, to c orr ect any inaccur acy. My respects to y ou and y our

famil y and all inquiring friends.

Your friend and w ell wisher ,

EDMUND TURNER.

The then impending judgmen ts seen by an eye of fai th as set f or th in

this ÒWarning,Ó soon fell wi th crushing w eight upon the oppr essor,

and Slavery died. But the old blind fa ther o f Jackson, Isaac and

Edmondson, still liv es and may be seen dail y on the str eets of

Philadelphia; and thoug h Òhalt, and lame, and blind, and poor ,Ó

doubtless r esulting fr om his early oppr ession, he can thank God and

rejoice that he has liv ed to see Slavery abolished.
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Robert Brown, Alias Thomas
Jones

CROSSING THE RIVER ON HORSEBACK IN
THE NIGHT.

In very desper ate str aits many new in ventions w ere sought af ter

by deep-thinking and r esolute slaves, determine d to be fr ee at any

cost. But i t must her e be admi t ted, tha t, in looking c arefull y over

the mor e perilous me thods r esorted to, Rober t Brown, alias Thomas

Jones, stands second to none, wi th r egard to de eds of bold daring.

This her o escaped fr om Mar tinsbur g, Va., in 1856. He was a man of

medium siz e, mulat to, about thir ty-eig ht years of age, could r ead

and wri te, and w as natur ally sharp-wi t ted. He had former ly been

owned by Col. John F. Franie, whom R ober t char ged wi th v arious

offences of a serious domestic char acter .

Fur thermor e, he also alleged, tha t his Òmistr ess was cruel to all the

slaves,Ó declaring tha t Òthey (the slaves), could not liv e wi th her ,Ó that

Òshe had to hir e servants,Ó etc.

In or der to ef fect his esc ape, Rober t w as obliged to swim the

Potomac riv er on horseback, on Christmas nig ht, while the c old,

wind, storm, and dar kness were indescri bably dismal. This daring

bondman, r ather than submi t to his oppr essor any long er, perille d

his lif e as above stated. Where he cr ossed the riv er w as about a

half a mile wide. W here could be f ound in histor y a mor e noble and

daring strugg le for Freedom?

The wif e of his bosom and his f our childr en, onl y f ive days before

he f led, were sold to a tr ader in Richmond, V a., for no other o ffence

than simpl y Òbecause she had resistedÓ the lustful designs o f her

master , being Òtrue to her o wn c ompanion.Ó After this poor sla ve

mother and her childr en were cast in to prison f or sale, the husband
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and some of his friends trie d hard to f ind a pur chaser in the

neighbor hood; but the malicious and brutal master r efused to sell

herÑwishing to gr atif y his malic e to the utmost, and to punish his

victims all tha t lay in his po wer, he sent them to the plac e above

named.

In this tr ying hour , the severed and ble eding he art o f the husband

resolved to esc ape at all hazar ds, taking wi th him a daguerr eot ype

likeness of his wif e which he happene d to ha ve on hand, and a lock

of hair fr om her he ad, and fr om each of the childr en, as mementoes

of his unbounde d (thoug h sunder ed) affection f or them.

After cr ossing the riv er, his wet clothing fr eezing to him, he r ode

all nig ht, a distanc e of about f or ty miles. I n the morning he lef t

his fai thful horse tie d to a f ence, quite br oken down. He then

commenc ed his dr eary journe y on f ootÑc old and hungr yÑin a

str ange place, wher e it w as quite unsaf e to mak e known his

condi tion and w ants. Thus f or a day or t wo, wi thout f ood or shelter ,

he tr aveled un til his f eet w ere li ter ally worn out, and in this

condi tion he arriv ed at H arrisbur g, wher e he found friends. P assing

over man y of the in ter esting inciden ts on the r oad, suff ice it to

say, he arriv ed safely in this ci ty, on New YearÕs night, 1857, about

two hours bef ore day br eak (the telegr aph having announc ed his

coming fr om H arrisbur g), having been a week on the w ay. The nig ht

he arriv ed was very cold; besides, the Under ground tr ain, tha t

morning, w as about thr ee hours behind time; in w aiting f or i t,

entir ely out in the c old, a member o f the V igilanc e Commi t tee

thoug ht he w as frosted. But when he c ame to listen to the stor y of

the Fugitiv eÕs sufferings, his mind chang ed.

Scarcely had Rober t en ter ed the house o f one o f the Commi t tee,

wher e he was kindl y received, when he took fr om his pock et his

wif eÕs likeness, speaking very touching ly while gazing upon i t and

showing i t. Subsequentl y, in speaking o f his famil y, he showed the

locks o f hair r eferr ed to, which he had c arefull y rolled up in paper

separatel y. Unr olling them, he said, Òthis is m y wif eÕs;Ó Òthis is from

my oldest da ughter , eleven years old;Ó Òand this is fr om m y next

oldest;Ó Òand this fr om the ne xt,Ó Òand this fr om m y infan t, onl y eight
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weeks old.Ó These mementoes he cherishe d wi th the utmost c are as

the last r emains of his af fectiona te famil y. At the sig ht o f these locks

of hair so tender ly pr eserved, the member o f the Commi t tee could

full y appr eciate the r esolution o f the fug itiv e in plung ing in to the

Potomac, on the back o f a dumb be ast, in or der to f lee fr om a place

and people who had made such barbar ous havoc in his household.

His wif e, as represented by the lik eness, was of fair c omple xion,

prepossessing, and good lookingÑper haps not o ver thir ty-thr ee

years of age.
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Anthony Loney, Alias
William Armstead and
Cornelius Scott

ANTHONY LONEY, ALIAS WILLIAM
ARMSTEAD.

Anthon y had been serving under the y oke of Warring T alvert, o f

Richmond, V a. Anthon y was of a rich black c omple xion, me dium

size, about t wenty-f ive years of age. He was intellig ent, and a

member o f the Baptist Chur ch. His master w as a member o f the

Presbyterian Chur ch and held famil y pr ayers wi th the ser vants. But

Anthon y believed seriousl y, that his master w as no mor e than a

Òwhitened sepulchr e,Ó one who was fond o f saying, ÒLord, Lor d,Ó

but did not do wha t the Lor d bade him, c onsequentl y Anthon y felt,

that bef ore the Gr eat Judge his ÒmasterÕs many pr ayersÓ would not

benef it him, as long as he c ontinue d to hold his f ellow-men in

bondage. He left a father , Samuel Loney, and mother , Rebecca also,

one sister and f our br others. H is old fa ther had boug ht himself and

was free; likewise his mother , being very old, had be en allowed to g o

fr ee. Anthon y escaped in Ma y, 1857.

CORNELIUS SCOTT.

Cornelius took passag e per the Under ground Rail Road, in Mar ch,

1857, from the neig hbor hood o f Salvington, S taf ford county, Va.
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He stated tha t he had be en claime d by Henr y L. Brooke, whom he

declared to be a Òhard drink er and a har d swearer.Ó Cornelius had

been very much ble ached by the Patriar chal I nsti tution, and he w as

shrewd enoug h to tak e advantage of this cir cumstanc e. In r egions

of countr y wher e men w ere less cri tic al and less experienc ed than

Southerners, as to ho w the ble aching pr ocess was brought about,

Cornelius Sc ot t w ould ha ve had no dif f icult y whatever in passing

for a whi te man o f the most impr oved Anglo-Saxon t ype. Althoug h

a young man onl y t wenty-thr ee years of age, and qui te stout, his

fair c omple xion w as decidedly against him. H e conclude d, tha t f or

this v ery reason, he would not ha ve been valued at mor e than f ive

hundr ed dollars in the mar ket. He left his mother ( Ann Stubbs, and

half br other , Isaiah), and tr aveled as a white man.
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Samuel Williams, Alias John
Williams

This candidate f or Canada had the g ood f or tune to esc ape the

clutches o f his mistr ess, Mrs. Elvina Dunc ans, wido w of the la te

Rev. James Duncans, who liv ed near Cumber land, M d. He had very

serious c omplain ts to alleg e against his mistr ess, Òwho was a

member o f the Pr esbyterian Chur ch.Ó To use his own languag e,

Òthe servants in the house w ere tr eated worse than dogs.Ó John

was thir ty-t wo years of age, dark chestnut c olor , well made,

prepossessing in appearance, and he Òfled to k eep fr om being sold.Ó

With the Under ground Rail Road he was Òhighly delig hted.Ó Nor w as

he less pleased wi th the thoug ht, tha t he had c aused his mistr ess,

who w as Òone of the w orst w omen who e ver liv ed,Ó to lose twelve

hundr ed dollars b y him. H e escaped in Mar ch, 1857. He did not admi t

that he lo ved slavery any the be t ter f or the r eason that his master

was a preacher, or tha t his mistr ess was the wif e of a pr eacher.

Althoug h a common farm hand, Samuel had c ommon sense, and

for a long time pr evious had be en watching closel y the c onduc t o f

his mistr ess, and at the same time had be en laying his plans f or

escaping on the Under ground Rail Road the f irst chanc e.

$100 REWARD!ÑMy negr o man Richar d

has been missing sinc e Sunday nig ht, Mar ch 22d. I will g ive

$100 to any one who will se cur e him or deliv er him to me.
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Richard is thir ty years old, but looks older; v ery shor t legs,

dark, but r ather brig ht color , broad cheek bones, a

respectful and serious manner , generally looks away when

spoken to, small moustache and be ard (but he ma y have

them o ff ). He is a remarkably in tellig ent man, and c an turn

his hand to an ything. H e took wi th him a bag made o f

Brussels carpet, wi th m y name wri t ten in lar ge, rough let ters

on the bot tom, and a g ood stock o f coarse and f ine clothes,

among them a na vy cap and a low-cr owned hat. He has been

seen about N ew Kent C.H., and on the P amunky riv er, and is

no doubt tr ying to g et o ff in some v essel bound Nor th.

April 18th, 1857.

J.W. RANDOLPH, Richmond, V a.

Even at this la te date, i t may per haps afford Mr . R. a degree

of satisfac tion to kno w wha t became of Richar d; but if this

should not be the c ase, RichardÕs childr en, or mother , or

father , if the y are living, ma y possibly see these pages, and

ther eby be made glad by learning o f Richar dÕs wisdom as a

tr aveler, in the terri ble days of slave-hun ting. Conse quentl y

here is what w as recorded of him, April 3d, 1857, at the

Under ground Rail Road Station, just bef ore a free tick et w as

tender ed him f or Canada. ÒRichard is thir ty-thr ee years of

age, small of statur e, dark color , smart and r esolute. H e

was owned by Captain T ucker, of the Uni ted States Navy,

fr om whom he f led.Ó He was Òtired of serving, and w anted

to marr y,Ó was the cause of his escape. He had no complain t

of bad tr eatmen t to mak e against his o wner; inde ed he said,

that he had be en Òused well all his lif e.Ó Nevertheless, Richar d

felt tha t this Under ground Rail Road was the Ògreatest r oad

he ever saw.Ó

When the w ar br oke out, Richar d gir ded on his knapsack

and went to help Uncle Sam humble Richmond and br eak

the y oke.
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Barnaby Grigby, Alias John
Boyer, and Mary Elizabeth,
his Wife; Frank Wanzer, Alias
Robert Scott; Emily Foster,
Alias Ann Wood

(TWO OTHERS WHO STARTED WITH
THEM WERE CAPTURED.)

All these persons journe yed tog ether fr om Loudon Co., V a. on

horseback and in a c arriag e for mor e than one hundr ed miles.

Availing themsel ves of a holida y and their masterÕs horses and

carriag e, they as deliberatel y star ted for Canada, as thoug h the y

had never been taught tha t i t w as their dut y, as servants, to Òobey

their masters. Ó In this par ticular sho wing a most ut ter disr egard

of the in ter est of their Òkind-he arted and indulg ent owners.Ó They

lef t home on M onday, Christmas E ve, 1855, under the leadership o f

Frank Wanzer, and arriv ed in Columbia the f ollo wing W ednesday

at one o Õclock. As willfull y as they had thus made their w ay along,

they had not f ound i t smooth sailing b y any means. The bi ting fr ost

and snow r ender ed their tr avel anything but agr eeable. Nor did

they escape the gnawings o f hung er, tr aveling day and nig ht. And

whilst these ÒarticlesÓ were in the v ery act o f running a way wi th

themsel ves and their kind masterÕs best horses and c arriag eÑwhen

about one hundr ed miles fr om home, in the neig hbor hood o f Cheat

riv er, Maryland, the y were at tacked by Òsix whi te men, and a bo y,Ó

who, doubtless, supposing tha t their in ten tions w ere of a Òwicked

and unla wful char acterÓ felt i t to be their dut y in kindness to their
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masters, if not to the tr avelers to demand o f them an ac count o f

themsel ves. In other w ords, the assailants posi tiv ely commande d

the fug itiv es to Òshow wha t rig htÓ they possessed, to be f ound in a

condi tion appar entl y so unwarr anted.

The spokesman amongst the fug itiv es, affecting no or dinar y

amoun t o f digni ty, told their assailan ts plainl y, that Òno gentleman

would in terf ere wi th persons riding along civill yÓÑnot allowing i t to

be supposed tha t the y were slaves, of course. These Ògentlemen,Ó

however, were not willing to ac cept this ac count o f the tr avelers,

as their v ery decided steps indic ated. Having the la w on their side,

they were for c ompelling the fug itiv es to surr ender wi thout fur ther

parley.

At this junc tur e, the fug itiv es veril y believing tha t the time had

arriv ed for the pr actic al use of their pistols and dir ks, pulled them

out o f their c oncealmentÑthe y oung w omen as well as the y oung

menÑand de clared the y would not be Òtaken!Ó One of the whi te

men r aised his gun, poin ting the muz zle dir ectl y to wards one of the

young w omen, wi th the thr eat tha t he w ould Òshoot,Ó etc. ÒShoot!

shoot!! shoot!!!Ó she exclaime d, wi th a double barr elled pistol in one

hand and a long dir k knif e in the other , ut ter ly unterrif ied and full y

ready for a death strugg le. The male leader of the fug itiv es by this

time had Òpulle d back the hammersÓ of his Òpistols,Ó and was about

to f ir e! Their ad versaries seeing the w eapons, and the unf linching

determina tion on the par t o f the runaways to stand their gr ound,

Òspill blood, kill, or die, Ó rather than be Òtaken,Ó very pruden tl y Òsidled

over to the other side o f the r oad,Ó leaving at le ast four o f the vic tors

to tr avel on their w ay.

At this momen t the f our in the c arriag e lost sig ht o f the t wo on

horseback. Soon af ter the separ ation the y heard f iring, but wha t the

result w as, they knew not. The y were fearful, ho wever, that their

companions had be en captur ed.

The follo wing par agraph, which w as shortl y after wards taken

fr om a Southern paper , leaves no room to doubt, as to the fa te o f the

two.

Barnaby Grig by, Alias John Boyer, and Mar y Elizabeth, his W ife; Frank
Wanzer, Alias Rober t Scot t; Emil y Foster , Alias Ann Wood | 195



Six fug itiv e slaves from Vir ginia w ere

arr ested at the Mar yland line, ne ar HoodÕs Mill, on Christmas

day, but, af ter a severe fight, f our o f them esc aped and

have not sinc e been heard of. They came fr om Loudoun and

Fauquier c ounties.

Thoug h the f our who w ere successful, saw no Òsevere fight,Ó it is not

unr easonable to suppose, tha t ther e was a fight, nevertheless; but

not till af ter the number o f the fug itiv es had been reduced to t wo,

inste ad of six. As chivalrous as slave-holders and sla ve-c atchers

were, they knew the v alue of their pr ecious liv es and the f earful risk

of at tempting a c aptur e, when the numbers w ere equal.

The par ty in the c arriag e, after the c onf lic t, w ent on their w ay

rejoicing.

The young men, one c old nig ht, when the y were compelle d to

take rest in the w oods and sno w, in vain str ove to k eep the f eet o f

their f emale companions fr om fr eezing by lying on them; but the

fr ost w as merciless and bi t them se verely, as their f eet very plainl y

showed. The follo wing disjoin ted repor t w as cut fr om the Frederick

(Md.) Examiner , soon after the oc curr ence took plac e:

ÒSix slaves, four men and t wo women, fug itiv es from

Vir ginia, having wi th them t wo spring w agons and f our

horses, came to H oodÕs Mill, on the Baltimor e and Ohio

Railroad, near the dividing line be tween Frederick and

Carroll c ounties, on Christmas da y. After f eeding their

animals, one o f them told a Mr . Dixon whenc e they came;

believing them to be fug itiv es, he spread the alarm, and

some eight or ten persons ga ther ed round to arr est them;

but the negr oes drawing r evolvers and bo wie-kniv es, kept

their assailan ts at bay, until f ive of the par ty succeeded in

escaping in one o f the w agons, and as the last one jumpe d on

a horse to f lee, he was fir ed at, the load taking ef fect in the

small o f the back. The prisoner sa ys he belongs to Char les
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W. Simpson, Esq., of Fauquier c ounty, Va., and ran away wi th

the others on the pr eceding evening.Ó

This r epor t fr om the Examiner , while i t is not wholl y corr ect,

eviden tl y relates to the fug itiv es above descri bed. Why the r epor ter

made such g laring mistak es, may be accounted for on the gr ound

that the bold stand made b y the fug itiv es was so bewildering and

alarming, tha t the ÒassailantsÓ were not in a pr oper c ondi tion to

make corr ect sta temen ts. Nevertheless the ExaminerÕs repor t w as

preserved wi th other r ecords, and is her e given for wha t i t is w or th.

These victors w ere individuall y note d on the R ecord thus: Barnab y

was owned by William Rogers, a farmer , who w as consider ed a

Òmoder ate slaveholder ,Ó although of late Òaddic ted to in temper ance.Ó

He was the owner o f about one Òdozen head of slaves,Ó and had

besides a wif e and two childr en.

BarnabyÕs chances for making e xtr a ÒchangeÓ for himself w ere

never favorable; sometimes o f ÒnightsÓ he would manag e to earn a

Òtrifle.Ó He was prompte d to esc ape because he Òwanted to liv e by

the sw eat o f his o wn br ow,Ó believing tha t all men oug ht so to liv e.

This w as the onl y reason he gave for f leeing.

Mar y Elizabeth had be en owned by Townsend M cVee (likewise a

farmer ), and in Mar yÕs judgment, he w as Òsevere,Ó but she added,

Òhis wife made him so.Ó McVee owned about t wenty-f ive slaves;

Òhe hardly allowed them to talk Ñwould not allo w them to r aise

chick ens,Ó and Òonly allowed Mar y thr ee dresses a year;Ó the rest she

had to g et as she could. Sometimes M cVee would sell sla vesÑlast

year he sold t wo. Mar y said tha t she could not sa y anything g ood of

her mistr ess. On the contr ary, she declared tha t her mistr ess Òknew

no mer cy nor sho wed any favor.Ó

It w as on account o f this Òdomine ering spiri t,Ó that Mar y was

induc ed to escape.

Frank was owned by Luther S ulliv an, Òthe meanest man in

Vir ginia,Ó he said; he treated his people just as bad as he c ould in

every respect. ÒSulliv an,Ó added Frank, Òwould Ôlowance the slaves

and stin t them to sa ve food and g et rich, Ó and Òwould sell and whip, Ó
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etc. To FrankÕs knowledge, he had sold some t wenty-f ive head. ÒHe

sold my mother and her t wo childr en to Georgia some four y ears

previous.Ó But the motiv e which hurrie d Frank to mak e his f light

was his laboring under the appr ehension tha t his master had some

Òpret ty heavy cr edi tors who mig ht come on him a t any time.Ó Frank,

ther efore, wanted to be fr om home in Canada when these g entr y

should mak e their visi t. M y poor mother has be en often f logged by

master , said Frank. As to his mistr ess, he said she was Òtolerably

good.Ó

Ann Wood w as owned by McVee also, and was own sister to

Elizabeth. Ann v ery full y sustaine d her sister Elizabe thÕs statemen t

respecting the char acter o f her master .

The above-men tione d four , were all young and lik ely. Barnaby was

twenty-six y ears of age, mulat to, me dium siz e, and in tellig entÑhis

wif e was about t wenty-f our y ears of age, quite dar k, good-looking,

and of pleasant appearance. Frank was twenty-f ive years of age,

mulat to, and v ery smar t; Ann w as twenty-t wo, good-looking, and

smart. Af ter their pr essing wants had been met by the V igilanc e

Commi t tee, and after par tial r ecuper ation fr om their har d tr avel,

etc., the y were forwarded on to the V igilanc e Commi t tee in New

York. In Syracuse, Frank (the le ader), who w as engaged to Emil y,

conclude d tha t the knot mig ht as well be tie d on the U .G.R.R.,

althoug h penniless, as to dela y the ma t ter a sing le day long er.

Doubtless, the br avery, strugg les, and trials o f Emil y thr oughout the

journe y, had, in his estima tion, adde d not a li t tle to her charms.

Thus af ter c onsulting wi th her on the ma t ter , her appr oval was soon

obtaine d, she being too pruden t and wise to r efuse the hand o f

one who had pr oved himself so true a friend to F reedom, as well

as so devoted to her . The t wain were according ly made one at the

U.G.R.R. Station, in S yracuse, by Superin tenden tÑ Rev. J.W. Loguen.

After this jo yful e vent, the y pr oceeded to T oronto, and w ere ther e

gladly received by the L adiesÕ Society for aiding c olor ed refugees.

The follo wing le t ter fr om Mrs. Agnes W illis, wif e of the

distinguishe d Rev. Dr. Willis, br ought the gr atif ying in tellig ence that
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these br ave young adventur ers, fell in to the hands o f distinguishe d

characters and w arm friends o f Freedom:

TORONTO, 28th January, Monday evening, 1856.

MR. STILL, DEAR SIR:ÑI have very great ple asure in

making y ou aware that the f ollo wing r espectable persons

have arriv ed her e in safety wi thout being anno yed in an y

way after y ou saw them. The w omen, t wo of them, viz: Mrs.

Greegsby and Mrs. Gr aham, have been rather ailing, but w e

hope the y will v ery soon be w ell. They have been at tende d

to b y the L adiesÕ Society, and are most gr ateful f or any

at ten tion the y have received. The soli tar y person, Mrs.

Graves, has also been at tende d to; also her bo x will be

looked after . She is pret ty well, but r ather dull; ho wever,

she will g et friends and f eel mor e at home b y and bye. Mrs.

Wanzer is qui te w ell; and also y oung W illiam H enr y

Sanderson. They are all of them in pr et ty good spiri ts, and I

have no doubt the y will suc ceed in wha tever business the y

take up. In the me an time the men ar e chopping wood, and

the ladies ar e get ting plen ty sewing. W e are always glad to

see our c olor ed refugees safe here. I remain, dear sir ,

yours r espectfull y,

AGNES WILLIS,

Treasurer to the L adiesÕ Society to aid c olor ed refugees.

For a time F rank enjoyed his ne wly won fr eedom and happ y bride

wi th brig ht pr ospects all ar ound; but the thoug ht o f having lef t

sisters and other r elativ es in bondag e was a source of sadness in

the midst o f his joy. He was not long, ho wever, in making up his

mind tha t he w ould deliv er them or Òdie in the a t tempt. Ó Deliberatel y

forming his plans to g o South, he r esolved to tak e upon himself the

entir e responsibili ty of all the risks to be enc ounter ed. Not a w ord

did he r eveal to a living soul o f wha t he w as about to under take.

With Òtwenty-t wo dollarsÓ in cash and Òthree pistolsÓ in his pockets,

he star ted in the lig htning tr ain fr om Toronto f or Vir ginia. On

reaching Columbia in this S tate, he deemed i t not saf e to go any
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fur ther b y public c onveyance, consequentl y he commenc ed his long

journe y on f oot, and as he ne ared the sla ve terri tor y he tr aveled by

night altog ether . For t wo weeks, night and da y, he avoided trusting

himself in an y house, consequentl y was compelle d to lodg e in the

woods. Nevertheless, during tha t space of time he suc ceeded in

delivering one o f his sisters and her husband, and another friend in

the bar gain. You can scarcely imag ine the Commi t teeÕs amazement

on his r eturn, as the y look ed upon him and listene d to his Ònoble

deeds of daringÓ and his triumph. A mor e brave and self-possessed

man the y had never seen.

He knew wha t Slavery was and the dang ers surr ounding him

on his mission, but possessing true c our age unlik e most men, he

pic tur ed no alarming dif f iculties in a distanc e of nearly one

thousand miles b y the mail r oute, thr ough the enem yÕs countr y,

wher e he mig ht have in truth said, ÒI c ould not pass wi thout running

the gauntle t o f mobs and assassins, prisons and peni ten tiaries,

bailif fs and constables, &c.Ó If this her o had dwelt upon and

magnif ied the obstacles in his w ay he would most assur edly have

kept o ff the enem yÕs countr y, and his sister and friends w ould ha ve

remained in chains.

The follo wing w ere the persons deliv ered by Frank Wanzer. They

were his tr ophies, and this noble ac t o f FrankÕs should ever be held

as a memorial and honor . The Commi t teeÕs brief r ecord made on

their arriv al runs thus:

ÒAugust 18, 1856. Frank Wanzer, Rober t Stewart, alias Gasberr y

Robison, Vincent Smi th, alias John Jackson, Betsey Smi th, wif e of

Vincent Smi th, alias Fanny Jackson. They all came fr om Alder ,

Loudon c ounty, Vir ginia.Ó

Rober t is about thir ty years of age, medium siz e, dark chestnut

color , intellig ent and r esolute. H e was held by the wido w

Hutchinson, who w as also the owner o f about one hundr ed others.

Rober t r egarded her as a Òvery hard mistr essÓ until the de ath o f

her husband, which took plac e the Fall pr evious to his esc ape. That

sad aff lic tion, he thoug ht, w as the cause of a consider able change

in her tr eatmen t o f her sla ves. But y et Ònothing w as said about
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fr eedom,Ó on her part. This r etic ence Rober t understood to me an,

that she w as still unc onverted on this gr eat cardinal principle a t

least. As he could see no pr ospect o f fr eedom thr ough her agency,

when Frank appr oached him wi th a good r epor t fr om Canada and

his friends ther e, he could sc arcely wait to listen to the g lorious

news; he was so willing and anxious to g et out o f slavery. His dear

old mother , Sarah Davis, and four br others and t wo sisters, W illiam,

Thomas, Frederick and Samuel, V iole t and Ellen, w ere all owned by

Mrs. H utchinson. De ar as they were to him, he sa w no w ay to tak e

them wi th him, nor w as he prepared to r emain a day long er under

the y oke; so he decided to ac company Frank, let the c ost be wha t i t

mig ht.

Vincent is about t wenty-thr ee years of age, very Òlikely-looking, Ó

dark color , and mor e than or dinaril y in tellig ent f or one ha ving onl y

the c ommon chanc es of slaves.

He was owned by the esta te o f Nathan Skinner , who w as Òlooked

upon,Ó by those who kne w him, Òas a good slave-holder .Ó In slave

proper ty, however, he was only in ter ested to the number o f t welve

head. Skinner Ònei ther sold nor emancipa ted.Ó A year and a half

before Vincent escaped, his master w as called to g ive an account o f

his stewardship, and ther e in the spiri t land V incent w as willing to

let him r emain, wi thout much mor e to add about him.

Vincent lef t his mother , Judah Smi th, and br others and sisters,

Edwin, Ang eline, Sina Ann, Adaline Susan, George, John and Le wis,

all belong ing to the esta te of Skinner .

Vincent w as for tuna te enoug h to bring his wif e along wi th him.

She was about t wenty-seven years of age, of a brown c olor , and

smart, and w as owned by the da ughter o f the wido w Hutchinson.

This mistr ess was said to be a Òclever woman.Ó
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William Jordan, Alias William
Price

Under Go vernor Badg er, of Nor th Car olina, W illiam had e xperienc ed

Slavery in i ts most ha teful f orm. T rue, he had onl y been t welve

mon ths under the y oke of this hig h func tionar y. But W illiam Õs

experienc e in this shor t space of time, w as of a natur e very painful.

Previous to c oming in to the g overnorÕs hands, William w as held

as the pr oper ty of Mrs. Mar y Jordon, who o wned lar ge numbers

of slaves. Whether the g overnor w as moved by this c onsider ation,

or b y the fascina ting charms o f Mrs. Jordon, or both, W illiam w as

not able to de cide. But the g overnor o ffered her his hand, and

they became uni ted in w edlock. By this cir cumstanc e, William w as

brought in to his unhapp y relations wi th the Chief Mag istr ate o f the

State o f Nor th Car olina. This w as the thir d time the governor had

been marrie d. Thus i t may be seen, that the g overnor w as a firm

believer in wiv es as well as slaves. Commonl y he was regarded as

a man of wealth. W illiam being an in tellig ent pie ce of pr oper ty, his

knowledge of the g overnorÕs rules and customs w as quite comple te,

as he readily answered such questions as w ere propounde d to him.

In this w ay a great amoun t o f in ter esting inf orma tion w as learned

fr om William r especting the g overnor , slaves, on the plan tation, in

the sw amps, etc. The g overnor o wned lar ge plantations, and w as

inter ested in r aising cot ton, c orn, and pe as, and was also a practic al

planter . He was willing to trust nei ther o verseers nor sla ves any

fur ther than he c ould help.

The governor and his wif e were both e qually severe towards

them; w ould stin t them shamefull y in clothing and f ood, thoug h

they did not g et f logged qui te as often as some others on

neighboring plan tations. Frequentl y, the governor w ould be out on

the plan tation fr om early in the morning till noon, inspe cting the

oper ations o f the o verseers and slaves.
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In or der to ser ve the governor , William had be en separated fr om

his wif e by sale, which w as the cause of his escape. He parted not

wi th his c ompanion willing ly. At the time, ho wever, he was promised

that he should ha ve some favors shown him;Ñc ould mak e over-

work, and earn a li t tle mone y, and once or t wic e in the y ear, have

the oppor tuni ty of making visi ts to her . Two hundr ed miles w as the

distanc e between them.

He had not be en long on the g overnorÕs plantation bef ore his

honor ga ve him distinc tl y to understand tha t the ide a of his going

two hundr ed miles to se e his wif e was all nonsense, and entir ely out

of the question. ÒIf I said so, I did not me an it,Ó said his honor, when

the slave, on a certain oc casion, allude d to the c ondi tions on which

he consented to le ave home, etc.

Against this cruel de cision o f the g overnor , William Õs heart

revolte d, for he w as warml y at tached to his wif e, and so he made

up his mind, if he c ould not se e her Òonce or t wic e a year even,Ó as

he had been pr omised, he had r ather Òdie,Ó or live in a Òcave in the

wood,Ó than to remain all his lif e under the g overnorÕs yoke. Obeying

the dic tates of his f eelings, he w ent to the w oods. For ten mon ths

before he was successful in f inding the Under ground Road, this

brave-he arted young fug itiv e abode in the sw ampsÑthr ee months

in a caveÑsurr ounde d wi th be ars, wild c ats, r at tle-snak es and the

like.

While in the sw amps and cave, he was not tr oubled, however,

about f erocious animals and v enomous r eptiles. H e feared onl y man!

From his o wn stor y ther e was no escaping the c onclusion, tha t

if the choic e had been lef t to him, he w ould ha ve preferr ed at any

time to ha ve encounter ed at the mouth o f his c ave a ferocious be ar

than his master , the governor o f Nor th Car olina. H ow he managed

to subsist, and ultima tel y effected his escape, was listened to wi th

the de epest in ter est, thoug h the r eci tal o f these inciden ts must her e

be very brief.

After nig ht he w ould c ome out o f his c ave, and, in some instanc es,

would succeed in making his w ay to a plan tation, and if he c ould

get nothing else, he w ould help himself to a Ò pig,Ó or anything else
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he could c onvenien tl y convert in to f ood. Also, as oppor tuni ty would

offer, a friend o f his w ould fa vor him wi th some me al, etc. W ith

this mode o f living he labor ed to c onten t himself un til he c ould

do bet ter . During these ten mon ths he suf fered indescri bable

hardships, but he f elt tha t his c ondi tion in the c ave was far

preferable to tha t on the plan tation, under the c ontr ol of his

Excellenc y, the Governor . All this time, ho wever, William had a true

friend, wi th whom he c ould c ommunic ate; one who w as wide awake,

and was on the aler t to f ind a r eliable c aptain fr om the N or th,

who w ould c onsent to tak e this Òproper ty,Ó or Òfreight,Ó for a

consider ation. H e heard at last o f a certain Captain, who w as then

doing qui te a successful business in an Under ground w ay. This good

news was conveyed to W illiam, and af forded him a r ay of hope in the

wilderness. As Pr ovidenc e would ha ve it, his hope did not me et wi th

disappoin tmen t; nor did his ten mon thsÕ trial, warring against the

barbarism o f Slavery, seem too gr eat to endur e for Freedom. He was

about to le ave his cave and his animal and r eptile neig hbors,Ñhis

heart sw elling wi th g ladness,Ñbut the thoug ht o f soon being

beyond the r each of his mistr ess and master thrille d him wi th

inexpr essible delig ht. He was brought away by Captain F., and

turne d over to the Commi t tee, who w ere made to r ejoice wi th him

over the signal vic tor y he had gaine d in his mar tyr -lik e endeavors to

thr ow off the y oke, and of course the y took much ple asure in aiding

him. W illiam w as of a dark color , stout made ph ysically, and well

knew the v alue of Freedom, and ho w to ha te and c ombat Slavery. It

will be se en by the appende d let ter o f Thomas Garr et t, tha t W illiam

had the g ood luck to fall in to the hands o f this trie d friend, b y whom

he was aided to Philadelphia:

WILMIN GTON, 12th mo., 19th, 1855.

DEAR FRIEND, WILLIAM STILL:Ñ The bearer of this is one

of the t wenty-one tha t I thoug ht had all g one Nor th; he lef t

home on Christmas da y, one year sinc e, wandered about the

forests of Nor th Car olina f or about ten mon ths, and then

came here wi th those f orwarded to N ew Bedford, wher e he
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is anxious to g o. I have furnishe d him wi th a pr et ty good

pair o f boots, and ga ve him mone y to pa y his passage to

Philadelphia. H e has been at w ork in the c ountr y near her e

for some thr ee weeks, till tak en sick; he is, b y no me ans, well,

but thinks he had be t ter tr y to g et far ther N or th, which I

hope his friends in P hiladelphia will aid him to do. I hande d

this morning Captain L ambsonÕs1wif e twenty dollars to help

fee a lawyer to def end him. She le aves this morning, wi th her

child, f or N orf olk, to be a t the trial bef ore the Commissioner

on the 2 4th instan t. Passmore Williamson agr eed to r aise

f if ty dollars f or him. As none c ame to hand, and a g ood

chance to send i t by his wif e, I thoug ht best to ad vance that

much.

Thy friend,

THOS. GARRETT.

1.Captain L ambson had been suspected of having aided in

the escape of slaves from the neig hbor hood o f Norf olk,

and was in prison a waiting his trial.
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Joseph Grant and John Speaks

TWO PASSENGERS ON THE
UNDERGROUND RAIL ROAD, VIA
LIVERPOOL.

It is to be r egret ted tha t, owing to cir cumstanc es, the account

of these persons has not be en full y pr eserved. Could justic e be

done them, pr obably their narr ativ es would not be surpasse d in

inter est by any other in the histor y of fug itiv es. In 1857, when these

remarkable tr avelers came under the notic e of the V igilanc e

Commi t tee, as Slavery seemed lik ely to last f or generations, and

ther e was but li t tle expectation tha t these r ecords would e ver have

the historic al value which the y now possess, care was not always

taken to pr epare and pr eserve them. Besides, the c ases coming

under the notic e of the Commi t tee, were so numer ous and so

inter esting, tha t i t seemed almost impossi ble to do them an ything

like justic e. In many instanc es the r apt at ten tion paid b y friends,

when listening to the sad r eci tals of such passengers, would

unavoidabl y consume so much time tha t but li t tle oppor tuni ty was

afforded to mak e any record of them. P articular ly was this the c ase

wi th r egard to the abo ve-men tione d individuals. The stor y of each

was so long and sad, tha t a member o f the Commi t tee in at tempting

to wri te i t out, f ound tha t the t wo narr ativ es would tak e volumes.

That all tr aces, of these her oes might not be lost, a mer e fr agment is

all tha t w as preserved.

The orig inal names o f these ad ventur ers, were Joseph Grant and

John Speaks. Between t wo and thr ee years before escaping, the y

were sold fr om Mar yland to John B. Campbell a negr o tr ader, living

in Baltimor e, and thenc e to CampbellÕs brother , another tr ader in

New Or leans, and subsequentl y to D aniel M cBeans and Mr . Henr y,

of Harrison c ounty, Mississippi.
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Thoug h both had to pass thr ough nearly the same trial, and

belonged to the same masters, this r eci tal must be c onf ined chief ly

to the inciden ts in the c areer of Joseph. He was about t wenty-seven

years of age, well made, qui te black, in tellig ent and self -possessed

in his manner .

He was owned in Mar yland by Mrs. Mar y Gibson, who r esided at

St. MichaelÕs on the Eastern Shor e. She was a nice woman he said,

but her pr oper ty was under mor tgage and had to be sold, and he

was in danger of sharing the same fa te.

Joseph was a marrie d man, and spok e tender ly of his wif e. She

ÒpromisedÓ him when he was sold that she w ould Ònever marr y,Ó and

earnestl y entr eated him, if he Òever met wi th the luck, to c ome and

see her.Ó She was unaware perhaps at tha t time o f the gr eat distanc e

that w as to divide them; his f eelings on being thus sunder ed need

not be sta ted. However, he had scarcely been in Mississippi thr ee

weeks, ere his desir e to r eturn to his wif e, and the plac e of his

nativi ty constr ained him to a t tempt to r eturn; according ly he set

off, cr ossing a lake eighty miles wide in a small boa t, he r eached

Kent I sland. Ther e he was captur ed by the w atchman on the I sland,

who wi th pistols, dir k and cutlass in hand, thr eatened if he r esisted

that death w ould be his instan t doom. Of c ourse he w as returne d to

his master .

He remained ther e a few mon ths, but c ould c onten t himself no

longer to endur e the ills o f his c ondi tion. So he again star ted for

home, w alked to M obile, and thenc e he succeeded in sto wing

himself a way in a ste amboat and w as thus conveyed to M ontgomer y,

a distanc e of f ive hundr ed and f if ty miles thr ough solid sla ve

terri tor y. Again he was captur ed and r eturne d to his o wners; one o f

whom al ways went f or imme diate punishmen t, the other being mild

thoug ht persuasion the be t ter plan in such c ases. On the whole,

Joseph thus far had be en pr et ty for tuna te, considering the

magni tude o f his o ffence.

A thir d time he summone d cour age and steered his course

homewards towards Mar yland, but as in the pr eceding at tempts, he

was again unsuccessful.
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In this instanc e Mr . Henr y, the harsh o wner , was exasperated,

and the mild one Õs patienc e so exhausted tha t the y conclude d tha t

nothing shor t o f stern me asures would c ause Joe to r eform. Said Mr .

Henr y; ÒI had r ather lose my right arm than f or him to get off without

being punished, after having put us to so much tr ouble.Ó

Josephwill no w speak for himself.

ÒHe (master ) sent the o verseer to tie me. I told him I w ould not be

tie d. I r an and stayed away four da ys, which made Mr . Henr y very

anxious. Mr . Beans told the ser vants if the y saw me, to tell me to

come back and I should not be hur t. Thinking tha t Mr . Beans had

always stood to his w ord, I w as over persuade d and came back. He

sent f or me in his par lor , talked the ma t ter o ver, sent me to the

steamboat (per haps the one he trie d to esc ape on.) After g et ting

cleverly on boar d the c aptain told me, I am sorr y to tell y ou, you

have to be tie d. I was tied and Mr . Henr y was sent f or. He came;

ÔWell, I have got y ou at last, beg m y pardon and pr omise you will

never run a way again and I will not be so har d on y ou.Õ I could not do

it. He then gave me thr ee hundr ed lashes well laid on. I w as strippe d

entir ely naked, and my f lesh was as raw as a piece of beef. He made

John (the c ompanion who esc aped wi th him ) hold one o f my feet

which I br oke loose while being whippe d, and when done made him

bathe me in salt and w ater .

ÒThen I r esolved to Ôgo or die Õ in the at tempt. Bef ore star ting, one

week, I could not w ork. On get ting be t ter w e went to Ship I sland;

the sailors, who w ere Englishmen, w ere very sorr y to he ar of the

tr eatmen t w e had received, and counselle d us how w e might get

fr ee.Ó

The counsel w as heeded, and in due time the y found themsel ves

in Liv erpool. Ther e their sta y was brief. U t ter ly desti tute o f mone y,

education, and in a str ange land, the y very natur ally turne d their

eyes again in the dir ection o f their na tiv e land. According ly their

host, the k eeper o f a sailorÕs boarding-house, shippe d them to

Philadelphia.

But to g o back, Joseph saw man y things in N ew Or leans and
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Mississippi o f a natur e too horri ble to r elate, among which w ere the

follo wing:

I have seen Mr . Beans whip one o f his slaves to death, at the tr ee

to which he w as tied.

Mr . Henr y would mak e them lie do wn acr oss a log, strippe d naked,

and wi th every str oke would la y the f lesh open. Being use d to i t,

some would lie on the log wi thout being tie d.

In New Or leans, I have seen women str etche d out just as nak ed

as my hand, on bo xes, and given one hundr ed and f if ty lashes, four

men holding them. I ha ve helped hold them m yself: when r eleased

they could har dly sit or w alk. This whipping w as at the ÒFancy

House.Ó

The Òchain-gangsÓ he also saw in c onstan t oper ation. Four and

five slaves chained tog ether and a t w ork on the str eets, cleaning,

&c., was a common sig ht. He could har dly tell Sunday fr om M onday

in New Or leans, the slaves were kept so constan tl y going.
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William N. Taylor

ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS

REWARD.ÑRan away fr om Richmond Ci ty on Tuesday, the 2d

of June, a negro man name d WM. N . TAYLOR, belonging to

Mrs. Mar garet Ty ler o f Hanover county.

Said negro was hired to Fitzhug h Mayo, Tobacconist; is

qui te black, o f genteel and easy manners, about f ive feet ten

or ele ven inches hig h, has one fr ont tooth br oken, and is

about 35 y ears old.

He is supposed ei ther to ha ve made his escape Nor th,

or at tempte d to do so. The abo ve reward will be paid f or

his deliv ery to M essrs. Hill and Rawlings, in Richmond, or

secur ed in jail, so tha t I get him again.

JAS. G. TYLER, Truste e for Mar garet Ty ler.

June 8th &c2tÑ

Richmond Enquir er, June 9, 57.

William unquestionabl y possessed a fair shar e of common sense,

and just enoug h distaste to Sla very to ar ouse him most r esolutel y to

seek his fr eedom.
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The advertisemen t o f James G. Tyler w as not altog ether ac cur ate

wi th r egard to his description o f William; but not wi thstanding, in

handing W illiam do wn to posteri ty, the description o f Ty ler has

been adopte d inste ad of the one engr ossed in the r ecords by the

Commi t tee. But as a simple ma t ter o f fair pla y, it seems f it ting, tha t

the description g iven by William, while on the Under ground Rail

Road, of his master , &c., should come in just her e.

William ackno wledged tha t he w as the pr oper ty of Walter H.

Tyler, brother o f EX-PRESIDENT TYLER, who was described as

follo ws: ÒHe (master ) was about sixt y-f ive years of age; was a

barbar ous man, very in temper ate, horse r acer, chick en-c ock f ighter

and gambler . He had owned as high as for ty head of slaves, but

he had gamble d them all a way. He was a doctor , cir culated hig h

amongst southerners, thoug h he never liv ed agreeably wi th his wif e,

would curse her and c all her all kinds o f names tha t he should not

call a lady. From a boy of nine up to the time I w as fif teen or sixte en,

I don Õt reckon he whippe d me less than a hundr ed times. H e shot at

me onc e wi th a double-barr elled gun.

ÒWhat made me le ave was because I worked for him all m y lif e-

time and he ne ver gave me but t wo dollars and f if teen cents in all

his lif e. I was hired out this y ear for t wo hundr ed dollars, but when

I would g o to him to mak e complain ts of har d tr eatmen t fr om the

man I w as hired to, he w ould say: ÒGÑÑd dÑÑn i t, don Õt come to

me, all I w ant is m y money.Ó

ÒMr. Tyler w as a thin r aw-bone d man, wi th a long nose, the

pic tur e of the pr esident. H is wif e was a toler ably well-dispose d

woman in some instanc esÑshe was a tall, thin-visag ed woman, and

stood hig h in the c ommuni ty. Through her I f ell in to the hands o f

Tyler. At pr esent she owns about f if ty slaves. His own slaves, spoken

of as having been gambled away, came by his father Ñhe has been

marrie d the second time. Ó

Twic e William had be en sold and boug ht in, on ac count o f his

masterÕs credi tors, and f or man y mon ths had be en expecting to

be sold again, to me et pr essing claims in the hands o f the sherif f

against Ty ler. He, by the w ay, Ònow liv es in Hanover county, about
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eighteen miles fr om Richmond, and f or f ear of the sherif f, makes

himself v ery scarce in tha t ci ty.Ó

At f our teen years of age, William w as sold for eig ht hundr ed

dollars; he w ould ha ve brought in 1857, probably t welve hundr ed and

fif ty dollars; he w as a member o f the Baptist Chur ch in g ood and

regular standing.
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Louisa Brown, Jacob Waters,
and Alfred Goulden

LOUISA BROWN.

Louisa is a good-looking, w ell-gr own, in tellig ent mula t to g ir l of

sixte en years of age, and was owned by a wido w w oman of

Baltimor e, Md. To keep fr om being sold, she w as prompte d to tr y

her f or tune on the U .G.R.R., for Freedom in Canada, under the

protection o f the Bri tish Lion.

JACOB WATERS AND ALFRED
GOULDEN.

Jacob is t wenty-one y ears of age, dark chestnut c olor , medium siz e,

and of pr epossessing manners. Fled fr om near Frederick, M d., fr om

the clutches o f a farmer b y the name o f William Dorse y, who w as

descri bed as a severe master , and had sold t wo of JacobÕs sisters,

South, onl y thr ee years prior to his esc ape. Jacob lef t thr ee brothers

in chains.

Alfr ed is t wenty-thr ee years of age, in statur e qui te small, full

black, and be ars the mar ks of ill usag e. Though a member o f the

Methodist Chur ch, his master , Fletcher Jackson, Òthought nothing o f

taking the sho vel to Alfr edÕs head; or o f knocking him, and stamping

his head wi th the he els of his boots.Ó Repeatedly, of late, he had be en

shocking ly beaten. To escape those terri ble visi tations, ther efore, he

made up his mind to se ek a refuge in Canada.
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Arrival from Baltimore

JEFFERSON PIPKINS, ALIAS DAVID JONES, LOUISA PIPKINS,

ELIZABETH BRIT, HARRIET BROWN, ALIAS JANE WOOTON, GRACY

MURRY, ALIAS SOPHIA SIMS, EDWARD WILLIAMS, ALIAS HENRY

JOHNSON, CHAS. LEE, ALIAS THOMAS BUSHIER.

Six very clever-looking passeng ers, all in one par ty fr om

Baltimor e, Md., the f irst Sunday in April, 1853. Baltimor e used to be

in the da ys of Slavery one of the most dif f icult plac es in the South

for even fr ee color ed people to g et away fr om, much mor e for slaves.

The rule f orbade an y color ed person le aving ther e by rail r oad or

steamboat, wi thout such applic ant had be en weighed, measured,

and then g iven a bond signe d by unquestionable signa tur es, well

known. Baltimor e was rig id in the e xtr eme, and was a never-failing

source of anno yance, tr ouble and e xpense to c olor ed people

generally, and not unfr equentl y to slave-holders too, when the y

were tr aveling N or th wi th Òcolor ed servants.Ó Just as they were

ready to star t, the ÒRulesÓ would f orbid c olor ed servants un til the

law w as complie d wi th. Parties hurr ying on w ould on ac count o f this

obstruc tion Òhave to w ait un til their hurr y was over.Ó As this was

all done in the in ter est of Slavery, the mat ter w as not very loudl y

condemne d. But, not wi thstanding all this w eighing, me asuring and

requiring o f bonds, man y tr avelers by the Under ground Rail Road

took passage from Baltimor e.

The enterprising individual, whose name stands a t the he ad of

this narr ativ e, came dir ectl y fr om this str onghold o f Slavery. The

wido w Pipkins held the ti tle de ed for Jefferson. She was unfor tuna te

in losing him, as she w as living in e ase and luxur y off of JeffersonÕs

sweat and labor . Louisa, Harrie t and Gr ace owed service to Geo.

Stewart o f Baltimor e; Edward was owned by Chas. Moondo, and

Chas. Lee by the abo ve Stewart.

Those who w ould ha ve taken this par ty for stupid, or f or kno w-

nothings, w ould ha ve found themsel ves very much mistak en. Indeed
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they were far fr om being dull or sle epy on the subje ct o f Slavery

at any rate. They had consider ed pr et ty thor oughly how wr ongfull y

they, wi th all others in similar cir cumstanc es, had been year in and

year out subje cted to unr equi ted toil so resolved to le ave masters

and mistr esses to shif t f or themsel ves, while the y would tr y their

for tunes in Canada.

Four o f the par ty ranged in age from t wenty to t wenty-eig ht

years of age, and the other t wo fr om thir ty-seven to f or ty. The

Commi t tee on whom the y called, render ed them due aid and ad vice,

and forwarded them to the Commi t tee in New York.

The follo wing le t ter fr om Jefferson, appealing f or assistanc e on

behalf o f his childr en in Slavery, was peculiar ly touching, as w ere all

similar le t ters. But the mournful thoug ht tha t these appe als, sighs,

tears and pr ayers would c ontinue in most c ases to be made till

death, tha t nothing c ould be done dir ectl y for the deliv erance of

such suf ferers was often as painful as the esc ape fr om the a uction

block w as gratif ying.

LETTER FROM JEFFERSON PIPKINS.

Sept. 28, 1856.

To WM. STILL. SIR:ÑI tak e the li ber ty of wri ting to y ou

a few lines c oncerning m y childr en, for I am v ery anxious

to get them and I wish y ou to ple ase tr y what you can

do for me. Their names ar e Charles and Patrick and ar e

living wi th Mrs. Joseph G. Wray Murph ysborough Hartf ord

county, Nor th Car olina; Emma liv es with a L awyer Baker

in Gatesville N or th Car olina and Susan lives in Por tsmouth

Vir ginia and is stopping wi th Dr . Collins sister a Mrs. N ash

you can f ind her out b y enquiring f or Dr . Collins at the

ferr y boat at Por tsmouth, and R ose a colour ed woman at the

Crawford House can tell wher e she is. And I trust y ou will tr y
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what you think will be the best w ay. And you will do me a

great favour .

Yours Respectfull y,

JEFFERSON PIPKINS.

P.S. I am living at Yorkville ne ar Toronto Canada West. My

wif e sends her best r espects to Mrs. S till.
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Several Arrivals from
Different Places

In or der to e conomiz e time and spac e, wi th a vie w to g iving an

account o f as many of the tr avelers as possible, i t seems expedien t,

wher e a number o f arriv als come in close pr oximi ty to e ach other ,

to r epor t them brief ly, under one he ad.

Henr y Anderson, alias WILLIAM AND ERSON. In out ward

appearance Henr y was unin ter esting. As he asserted, and as his

appearance indic ated, he had experienc ed a large share of ÒruggedÓ

usage. Being far in the South, and in the hands o f a brutal ÒCaptain

of a small boat,Ó chances of fr eedom or o f moder ate tr eatmen t,

had rarely ever pr esented themsel ves in any aspect. On the 3d o f

the pr eceding Mar ch he w as sold to a negr o tr aderÑthe thoug ht

of having to liv e under a tr ader w as so terri ble, he was moved to

escape, leaving his wif e, to whom he had onl y been marrie d thr ee

mon ths. Henr y was twenty-f ive years of age, quite black and a li t tle

below the me dium siz e.

He f led fr om Beaufor t, Nor th Car olina. The system o f slavery in

all the r egion o f countr y whenc e Henr y came, exhi bi ted generally

great brutali ty and cruelt y.

CHARLES CONGO AND WIFE, MARGARET. Charles and his wif e

were for tuna te in manag ing to f lee together . Their a t tachmen t to

each other w as eviden tl y true. The y were both o wned by a farmer ,

who w ent by the name o f David Stewart, and r esided in Mar yland.

As CharlesÕ owner did not r equir e their ser vices at home, as he had

mor e of tha t kind o f stock than he had use f orÑhe hir ed them out to

another farmer ÑChar les for $105 per annum; ho w much f or the wif e

they could not tell. She, ho wever, was not blessed wi th g ood health,

thoug h she was not favored any mor e on tha t account. Char lesÕ

affection f or his wif e, on seeing ho w har d she had to labor when

not w ell, aroused him to se ek their fr eedom b y f light. He resolved
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to spar e no pains, to g ive himself no r est un til the y were both

fr ee. According ly the Under ground Rail Road was sought and f ound.

Charles was twenty-eig ht, wi th a good head and striking fac e, as

well as other wise w ell made; chestnut c olor and in tellig ent, thoug h

unable to r ead. Left t wo sisters in bondag e. Margaret w as about the

same age as her husband, a nic e-looking br own-skinne d woman;

wor th $500 . Charles was valued at $1200.

The atmospher e thr oughout the neig hbor hood wher e Charles

and Mar garet had liv ed and br eathed, and had their e xistenc e, was

heavily oppr essed wi th slavery. No education f or the fr eeman of

color , much less f or the sla ve. The order o f the da y was liter ally, as

far as color ed men w ere concerned: ÒNo rig hts which whi te men

were bound to r espect.Ó

Chaskey Brown, Wm. Henr y Washington, James Alfred Frisle y, and

Charles Henr y Salter. Chaskey is about t wenty-f our y ears of age,

qui te black, me dium siz e, sound bod y and in tellig ent appearance,

nevertheless he r esembled a Òfarm handÓ in every par ticular . His

master w as known b y the name o f Major James H. Gales, and he

was the owner o f a farm wi th eig hteen men, w omen and childr en,

slaves to toil f or him. The Major in disposi tion w as very abusive and

profane, thoug h old and gr ey-he aded. His wif e was pret ty much the

same kind o f a woman as he was a man; one who delig hted in making

the slaves tr emble at her bidding. Chask ey was a member o f the

ÒStill P ond chur ch,Ó of Kent county, Md. Often Chaskey was made to

feel the lash on his back, not wi thstanding his g ood standing in the

chur ch. He had a wif e and one child. I n escaping, he w as obliged to

leave them both. Chask ey was valued at $1200.

William H enr y was about 20 y ears of age, and belong ed to Doc tor

B. Grain, of Baltimor e, who hir ed him out to a farmer . Not r elishing

the ide a of having to w ork all his lif e in bondag e, desti tute o f all

privileg es, he resolved to seek a refuge in Canada. He left his mother ,

four sisters and t wo brothers.

James is twenty-f our y ears of age, well made, qui te black and

pret ty shrewd. He too w as unable to see how i t w as that he should

be worked, and f logged, and sold, at the ple asure of his master
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and Òget ting nothing;Ó he Òhad rather w ork for himself. Ó His master

was a Òspeckled-facedÑpretty large stomach man , but w as not very

abuseful.Ó He only owned one other .

Charles Henr y is about thir ty years of age, of good pr opor tion,

nice-looking and in tellig ent; but to r ough usage he was no str anger.

To select his o wn master w as a privileg e not allo wed; privileg es

of all kinds w ere rare wi th him. So he r esolved to f lee. Left his

mother , thr ee sisters and f ive brothers in sla very. He was a member

of ÒAlbany Chapel,Ó at MasseyÕs Cross Roads, and a slave of Dr . B.

Crain. Char les lef t his wif e Anna, living ne ar the he ad of Sassafras,

Md. The separation w as painful, as w as everything belong ing to the

system o f Slavery.

These were all gladly received by the V igilanc e Commi t tee, and

the hand o f friendship w arml y extende d to them; and the best o f

counsel and enc our agement w as offered; material aid, f ood and

clothing w ere also furnishe d as they had need, and the y were sent

on their w ay rejoicing to Canada.

Stephen T aylor , Charles Brown, Char les Henr y Hollis, and Luther

Dorsey. Stephen w as a fine young man, o f t wenty years of age;

he f led to k eep fr om being sold. H e Òsupposed his master w anted

money.Ó His master w as a Òtall, spare-fac ed man, wi th long whisk ers,

very wick ed and very quick -temper ed,Ó and was known b y the name

of James Smi then, o f Sandy Hook, Harford county, Md. His wif e

was also a very Òclose woman.Ó They had four childr en growing up

to oc cupy their plac es as oppressors. Stephen w as not satisf ied to

serve either old or y oung masters an y long er, and made up his mind

to le ave the f irst oppor tuni ty. Before this w atchful and r esolute

purpose the w ay opened, and he soon f ound i t compar ativ ely easy

to f ind his w ay fr om Mar yland to P ennsylvania, and lik ewise in to

the hands o f the V igilanc e Commi t tee, to whom he made kno wn

full y the char acter o f the plac e and people whenc e he had f led,

the dang ers he w as exposed to fr om slave-hun ters, and the str ong

hope he cherishe d of r eaching fr ee land soon. Being a y oung man

of pr omise, Stephen w as advised earnestl y to appl y his mind to se ek

an education, and to use e very possible endeavor to r aise himself in
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the scale of manhood, mor ally, relig iousl y and in telle ctuall y; and he

seemed to drink in the admoni tions thus g iven wi th a r elish. After

recrui ting, and all ne cessary arr angements had been made f or his

comf or t and passage to Canada, he w as duly forwarded. ÒOne mor e

slave-holder is minus another sla ve wor th at le ast $1200, which is

something to r ejoice over,Ó said Commit tee. Stephen Õs parents were

dead; one br other w as the onl y near r elativ e he left in chains.

Charles Brown w as about t wenty-f ive years of age, quite black,

and bor e the mar ks of having been used hard, thoug h his stout and

hearty appearance would ha ve render ed him v ery desir able to a

tr ader. He f led fr om William W heeling, o f Sandy Hook, M d. He spoke

of his master as a Òpret ty bad man,Ó who was Òalways quarr eling,Ó

and Òwould drink, sw ear and lie.Ó Left simpl y because he Ònever got

anything f or his labor .Ó On taking his departur e for Canada, he w as

called upon to bid adieu to his mother and thr ee brothers, all under

the y oke. His master he descri bes thusÑ

ÒHis face was long, cheek-bones hig h, middling tall, and about

twenty-six y ears of age.Ó With this spe cimen o f humani ty, Charles

was very much dissa tisf ied, and he made up his mind not to stand

the bur dens of Slavery a day long er than he c ould saf ely make

his way to the N or th. And in making an ef for t to r each Canada,

he was quite willing to suf fer man y things. So the f irst chanc e

Charles got, he star ted, and Providenc e smiled upon his r esolution;

he found himself a jo yful passenger on the Under ground Rail Road,

being en ter taine d fr ee, and receiving at ten tions fr om the Compan y

all along the line thr ough to her B ri tish Majest yÕs boundlessl y fr ee

terri tor y in the Canadas.

True, the thoug ht o f his mother and br others, lef t in the prison

house, lar gely marr ed his joy, as it did also the Commi t teeÕs, still the

Commi t tee felt tha t Char les had gained his Freedom honor ably, and

at the same time, had lef t his master a poor er, if not a wiser man, b y

at least $1200.

Charles Henr y was a good-looking y oung man, onl y t wenty years

of age, and appeared to possess double as much na tur al sense as

he would r equir e to tak e care of himself. John Webster o f Sandy
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Hook, claime d Char lesÕ time, body and mind, and this w as what

made Char les unhapp y. Uneducated as he was, he was too sensible

to belie ve that Webster had an y God-g iven rig ht to his manhood.

Consequentl y, he lef t because his master Òdid not tr eat him rig ht.Ó

Webster w as a tall man, wi th lar ge black whisk ers, about f or ty years

of age, and owned Char lesÕ two sisters. Char les was sorry for the fa te

of his sisters, but he c ould not help them if he r emained. Staying to

wear the y oke, he felt w ould r ather mak e it w orse inste ad of bet ter

for all c oncerned.

Luther Dorse y is about nine teen years of age, rather smar t, black,

well made and w ell calculated for a Canadian. H e was prompte d

to escape pur ely fr om the desir e to be Òfr ee.Ó He f led fr om a Òvery

insulting man, Ó by the name o f Edward Schriner , from the

neighbor hood o f Sairsville Mills, F rederick Co., M d. This Schriner

was described as a Òlow chunky man, wi th grum look, big mouth,

etc.,Ó and was a member o f the German R eforme d Chur ch. ÒDonÕt

swear, thoug h mig ht as well; he was so bad other w ays.Ó

Luther w as a member o f the M ethodist chur ch at Jones Hill. Lef t

his father in chains; his mother had wisel y escaped to Canada y ears

back, when he w as but a boy. Where she was then, he c ould not tell,

but hope d to me et her in Canada.
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Arrival from Richmond

JEREMIAH W. SMITH AND WIFE JULIA.

Richmond w as a city note d for i ts activi ty and enterprise in sla ve

tr ade. Several slave pens and prisons w ere constan tl y kept up to

accommoda te the tr ade. And slave auctions w ere as common in

Richmond as dr ess goods auctions in P hiladelphia; not wi thstanding

this fac t, str ange as it may seem, the Under ground Rail Road

brought away large numbers o f passengers fr om Richmond,

Petersbur g and Norf olk, and not a f ew of them liv ed compar ativ ely

wi thin a hairÕs breadth o f the a uction block. Man y of those fr om

these loc alities w ere amongst the most in tellig ent and r espectable

slaves in the South, and e xcept at times when dishe artened by

some grave disaster which had befallen the r oad, as, for instanc e,

when some friendl y captain or c onduc tor w as discovered in aiding

fug itiv es, many of the thinking bondmen w ere daily manoeu vering

and watching f or oppor tuni ties to esc ape or aid their friends so

to do. This sta te o f things o f course made the na tur ally hot blood

of Vir ginians fair ly boil. The y had pr eached long and loudl y about

the c onten ted and happ y condi tion o f the sla ves,Ñtha t the chief

end of the black man w as to worship and ser ve the whi te man,

wi th jo y and delig ht, wi th mor e willingness and obe dienc e indeed

than he w ould be e xpected to ser ve his Maker. So the slave-holders

were ut ter ly at a loss to ac count f or the unna tur al desir e on the

par t o f the sla ves to escape to the N or th wher e they aff irme d the y

would be far less happ y in fr eedom than in the hands o f those

so Òkind and indulgent to wards them.Ó Despite all this, dail y the

disposi tion incr eased, wi th the mor e intellig ent slaves, to distrust

the sta temen ts of their masters espe ciall y when the y spoke against

the N or th. For instanc e if the master w as heard to curse Boston

the slave was then satisf ied tha t Boston w as just the plac e he would
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lik e to go to; or if the master told the sla ve that the blacks in

Canada were fr eezing and star ving to de ath b y hundr eds, his hope

of tr ying to r each Canada was made tenf old str onger; he w as willing

to risk all the star ving and fr eezing tha t the c ountr y could af ford; his

eagerness to f ind a conduc tor then w ould be come almost painful.

The situations o f Jeremiah and Julia Smi th, ho wever, were not

consider ed very hard, inde ed the y had far ed rather be t ter than most

slaves in Vir ginia, nevertheless i t will be se en tha t the y desir ed to

bet ter their c ondi tion, to k eep off of the a uction-block a t le ast.

Jeremiah could claim to ha ve no mixtur e in his blood, as his c olor

was of such a pur e black; but wi th the w ay of the w or ld, in r espect

to shr ewdness and in tellig ence, he had eviden tl y been activ ely

conversant. He was about t wenty-six y ears of age, and in sta tur e

only medium, wi th poor he alth.

The name o f James Kinnar d, whom he w as obliged to c all master

and serve, was disgusting to him. Kinnar d, he said, was a Òclose

and severe man.Ó At the same time he w as not consider ed by the

communi ty Òa hard man.Ó From the ag e of f if teen years Jeremiah had

been hir ed out, f or which his o wner had r eceived fr om $50 to $130

per annum. I n consequence of his masterÕs custom o f thus le t ting

out Jeremiah, the master had a voided doc torsÕ bills, &c. For the last

two years prior to his esc ape, however, JeremiahÕs health had be en

very tr eacherous, in c onsequence of which the master had be en

compelle d to r eceive only $50 a year, sick or w ell. About one mon th

before Jeremiah lef t, he w as to have been taken on his masterÕs farm,

wi th the hope tha t he c ould be made mor e profitable ther e than he

was in being hir ed out.

His owner had thoug ht onc e of selling him, per haps fearing tha t

Jeremiah mig ht unluckil y die on his hands. So he put him in prison

and advertised; but as he had the asthma pr et ty badly at tha t time,

he was not saleable, the tr aders even decline d to bu y him.

While these tr oubles w ere presenting themsel ves to Jeremiah,

Julia, his wif e, was still mor e seriousl y involved, which adde d to

JeremiahÕs perple xi ties, of course.

Julia was of a dark br own c olor , of medium siz e, and thir ty years
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of age. Four teen years she had been the slave of A. Judson Crane,

and under him she had perf orme d the duties o f nurse, chamber -

maid, etc., Òfaithfull y and satisfac toril y,Ó as the certif icate furnishe d

her b y this o wner wi tnessed. She actuall y possessing a certif icate,

which he, Cr ane, gave her to enable her to f ind a ne w master , as she

was then about to be sold. H er master had e xperienc ed a failur e in

business. This w as the reason why she was to be sold.

Mrs. Cr ane, her mistr ess, had always promised Julia tha t she

should be fr ee at her de ath. But, une xpectedly, as Mrs. Crane was

on her journe y home fr om Cape May, wher e she had been for her

health the summer bef ore Julia escaped, she died suddenl y in

Philadelphia. Julia, ho wever, had been sold t wic e before her

mistr essÕ death; onc e to the tr ader, Reed, and after wards to John

Freeland, and again w as on the eve of being sold. F reeland, her

last owner , thoug ht she w as unhappy because she was denied the

privileg e of going home o f nig hts to her husband, inste ad of being

on hand a t the be ck and c all of her master and mistr ess day and

night. So the v ery day Julia and her husband esc aped, arr angements

had been made to put her up a t auction a thir d time. B ut both

Julia and her husband had se en enoug h of Slavery to le ave no r oom

to hope tha t the y could e ver f ind pe ace or r est so long as the y

remained. So ther e and then, the y resolved to strik e for Canada, via

the Under ground Rail Road. By a li t tle good management, ber ths

were procur ed for them on one o f the Richmond ste amers (ber ths

not kno wn to the o ff icers of the boa t), and they were safely landed

in the hands o f the V igilanc e Commi t tee, and a most agr eeable

inter view was had.

The Commi t tee extende d to them the usual hospi tali ties, in the

way of board, accommoda tions, and fr ee tick ets Canadaward, and

wished them a saf e and speedy passage. The passengers depar ted,

exceeding ly lig ht-he arted, Feb. 1, 1854.
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Eight Arrivals

JAMES MASSEY, PERRY HENRY TRUSTY, GEORGE RHOADS, JAMES

RHOADS, GEORGE WASHINGTON, SARAH ELIZABETH RHOADS

AND CHILD, MARY ELIZABETH STEVENSON.

Doubtless ther e was a sensation in Òthe c amp,Ó when this gang was

found missing.

James was a likely-looking y oung man o f t wenty years of age,

dark, tall, and sensi ble; and w or th, if w e may judge, about $1,600 .

He was owned by a farmer name d James Pit tman, a Òcrabid kind o f

a man,Ó grey-he aded, wi th a br oken leg; dr ank very hard, at which

times he w ould sw ear tha t he w ould Òsell them all to Ge orgia;Ó this

thr eat w as always unple asant to the e ars of James, but i t seemed

to be a satisfac tion to the master . Fearing tha t i t w ould be put

into execution, J ames thoug ht he had be t ter le t no time be lost in

get ting on to wards Canada, thoug h he w as enti tle d to his F reedom

at the ag e of t wenty-f ive. Left his fa ther , four br others and t wo

sisters. Also lef t his wif e, to whom he had be en marrie d the pr evious

Christmas.

His masterÕs fur ther stock o f slaves consiste d of t wo women, a

young man and a child. The name o f his old mistr ess was Amelia.

She was Òrig ht nic e,Ó James admit ted. One of JamesÕ brothers had

been sold to Ge orgia by Pit tman, althoug h he w as also enti tle d to

his Freedom at the ag e of t wenty-f ive.

His near r elativ es left in bondag e lived near Level Square, Queen

AnnÕs county, Maryland. H is wif eÕs name was Henrie t ta. ÒShe was

fr ee.Ó

Inter esting le t ter fr om James Massey to his wif e. It w as forwarded

to the c orr esponding se cretar y, to be sent to her , but no

oppor tuni ty was afforded so to do, safely.

ST. CATHARINES, C.W., April 24, 1857.

Dear WifeÑI tak e this oper tuni ty to inf orm y ou tha t I ha ve

Arive in St Catharines this E ving. Af ter Jorne y of too w eeks,
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and now f ind m ysilf on fr ee ground and wish tha t you w as

here wi th me B ut y ou are not her e, when w e parted I did

not kno w tha t I should c ome away so soon as I did. But f or

that o f causin you pain I lef t as I did, I hope tha t you will tr y

to c ome. But if y ou cannot, wri te to me as soon as y ou can

and tell me all tha t you can But don Õt be Desscuredged I w as

sory to le ave you, and I c ould not help i t f or y ou kno w tha t

I pr omest see you to sister , But I w as persuaded By Another

man go par t wi th i t griv ed mutch, y ou must not think tha t I

did not c are for y ou. I cannot tell ho w I c ome, for I w as some

times on the e arth and some times under the e arth Do not

Bee afraid to c ome But star t and k eep tr ying, if y ou are afrid

f itch y our to w sister wi th y ou for c ompen y and I will tak e

care of you and tr eat you lik e a lady so long as you liv e. The

talk o f cold in this plac e is all a humbug, i t is w ormer her e

than i t w as ther e when I lef t, your fa ther and mother has

allways tr eated me lik e their o wn child I ha ve no fault to f ind

in them. I send m y Respects to them Both and I hope tha t

they will r emember me in Pr ayer, if you make a start come to

Philidelpa tell fa ther and mother tha t I am saf e and hope tha t

they will not morn af ter me I shall e ver Remember them. N o

mor e at pr esent But y ours in Bod y and mind, and if w e no

meet on Ear th I hope tha t w e shall meet in he ven.

Your husbern.

Good nig ht.

JAME MASEY.

Perr y was about thir ty-one y ears of age, round-made, o f dar k

comple xion, and look ed qui te gr atif ied wi th his e xpedi tion, and the

prospect o f becoming a Bri tish subje ct inste ad of a Mar yland slave.

He was not fr ee, however, from the sad thoug ht o f having lef t his

wif e and thr ee childr en in the Òprison house,Ó nor of the fac t tha t his

own de ar mother w as brutall y stabbed to the he art wi th a butcher

knif e by her y oung master , while he (Perr y) was a babe; nor of a

mor e recent tr agedy by which a f ellow-ser vant, onl y a shor t while
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before he f led, was also murdered by a stab in the gr oin fr om

another y oung master . ÒPowerful badÓ treatmen t, and Òno pay,Ó was

the onl y reward poor P err y had ever r eceived for his lif e services.

Perr y could onl y remember his ha ving r eceived fr om his master ,

in all, ele ven cents. Lef t a br other and sister in Sla very. Perr y was

wor th $1200 perhaps.

Perr y was compelle d to le ave his wif e and thr ee childr enÑnamel y,

Hannah (wif e), Perr y Henr y, William Thomas and Ale xander , who

were owned by John M cGuir e, of Caroline c ounty, Maryland. Perr y

was a fellow-ser vant o f James Massey, and was held by the same

owner who held J ames. It is but just, to sa y, that i t w as not in the

Pit tman famil y tha t his mother and his f ellow-ser vant had be en so

barbar ously mur dered. These occurr ences took plac e before they

came into the hands o f Pit tman.

The pr ovocation f or which his f ellow-ser vant w as killed, was said

to be v ery trif ling. I n a momen t o f r age, his young master , John

Piper, plung ed the blade o f a small knif e into Perr yÕs groin, which

resulted in his de ath t wenty-six hours af ter wards. For one da y onl y

the y oung master k ept himself c oncealed, then he c ame forward and

said he Òdid i t in self -def ense,Ó and there the ma t ter ende d. The half

will ne ver be told o f the barbarism o f Slavery.

Perr yÕs let ter subjoine d, explains wher e he went, and ho w his

mind w as occupie d wi th thoug hts of his wif e, childr en and friends.

ST. CATHARINES, C.W. June 21, 1857.

DEAR SIR.ÑI tak e this oppor tuni ty to inf orm y ou tha t I am

well at pr esent, and hope tha t these f ew lines ma y f ind y ou

in joying the same B lessing, I have Been for some time no w,

But ha ve not wri t ten to y ou Before, But y ou must Ex cuse me.

I want you to g ive my Respects to all m y inquiring friends

and to m y wif e, I should ha ve let you kno w But I w as afraid

and all thr ee of my li t tle childr en too, P.H. Trust y if he w as

mine W m. T. Trust y and to Ale xander I ha ve been A man

agge But w as assurd nuthin, H. T rust y, a hard grand ci t t. I

should lie kno w ho w times is, H enr y Turner if y ou get this
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keep i t and r ead it to y ourself and not le t any one else But

yourself, tell ann H enr y, Samuel Henr y, Jacob Bryant, Wm

Claton, Mr J ames at Almir a Receved at Mr J ones house the

Best I could I ha ve Been health y since I arriv ed her e. My Best

Respect to all and m y thanks f or past fa vours. No mor e at

present But Remain your e obedented Servent &c.

HENRY TRUSTY.

Please send me an answer as son as you get this, and,

oblig e yours,

MR TRUSTY.

George Rhoads is a young man o f t wenty-f ive years of age, chestnut

color , face round, and ha ting Slavery heartil y. He had come fr om

under the c ontr ol of John P. Dellum a farmer , and a crabbed master ,

who Òwould sw ear very much when cr ossed, and would drink

moder atel y every day,Ó except some times he w ould Òtake a spree,Ó

and would then g et pr et ty hig h. Withal he w as a member o f the

Presbyterian chur ch at Perr yville, Mar yland; he w as a single man

and follo wed farming. W ithin the last t wo or thr ee years, he had

sold a man and w oman; henc e, George thoug ht i t w as time to tak e

warning. Ac cording ly he felt i t to be his dut y to tr y for Canada, via

Under ground Rail Road. As his master had al ways declared tha t if

one run o ff, he would sell the r est to Ge orgia, George very wisel y

conclude d tha t as an effor t w ould ha ve to be made, the y had bet ter

leave their master wi th as Òfew as possible to be tr oubled wi th

selling.Ó Consequentl y, a consulta tion w as had between the br others,

which r esulted in the e xi t o f a par ty of eight. The mar ket pric e

for George would be about $1400 . A horrid e xample pr ofessed

Christians se t bef ore the w or ld, while holding sla ves and upholding

Slavery.

James Rhoads, brother o f George, was twenty-thr ee years of age,

medium siz e, dark color , intellig ent and manl y, and would doubtless

have brought, in the Richmond mar ket, $1700. For tuna tel y he

brought his wif e and child wi th him. J ames was also held by the

same task-master who held Ge orge. Often had he be en visi ted wi th
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severe stripes, and had borne his full shar e of suf fering fr om his

master .

George Washington, one o f the same par ty, was only about f if teen

years of age; he was tall enoug h, however, to pass for a young

man of t wenty. George was of an excellent, fast, dar k color . Of

course, men tall y he was undeveloped, nevertheless, possessed of

enough mother -wi t to mak e good his esc ape. In the sla ve market he

mig ht have been valued at $800 . George was claimed as the lawful

proper ty of Benjamin SylvesÑa Presbyterian, who o wned besides,

two men, thr ee gir ls, and a boy. He was Òtolerable goodÓ sometimes,

and sometimes Òbad.Ó Some of the sla ves supposed themsel ves to

be on the e ve of being emancipa ted about the time Ge orge left;

but o f this ther e was no certain ty. George, however, was not among

this hopeful number , consequentl y, he thoug ht tha t he w ould star t

in time, and w ould be r eady to shout f or Freedom qui te as soon

as any other o f his f ellow-bondmen. Ge orge left a father and thr ee

sisters. Sarah Elizabeth Rhoads, wif e of James Rhoads, was

seventeen years of age, a tall, dar k, young w oman, who had had

no chanc es for men tal impr ovement, except such as w ere usual on

a farm, stock ed wi th slaves, where learning to r ead the Bible was

against the Òrules.Ó Sarah was a young slave mother wi th a babe (of

course a slave) only eight mon ths old. She w as regarded as having

been exceeding ly for tuna te in ha ving r escued herself and child fr om

the horrid fa te of slaves.

MARY ELIZABETH STEPHENSON is a pr omising-looking y oung

woman, of t wenty years of age, chestnut c olor , and well made. H ard

tr eatmen t had be en her lot. Lef t her mother , two sisters and f our

brothers in bondag e. Wor th $1100.

Althoug h these tr avelers w ere of the Òfield handÓ class, who had

never been permi t ted to see much o ff of the farm, and had be en

depriv ed of hearing in tellig ent people talk, y et the spiri t o f Freedom,

so natur al to man, w as quite uppermost wi th all o f them. The

members o f the Commi t tee who saw them, w ere abundantl y

satisf ied tha t these c andidates for Canada w ould pr ove that the y

were able to Òtake care of themsel ves.Ó
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Their w ants were at tende d to in the usual manner , and the y were

sent on their w ay rejoicing, the Commi t tee feeling qui te a deep

inter est in them. I t look ed lik e business to see so many passing over

the Road.
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Charles Thompson,

CARRIER OF ÒTHE NATIONAL AMERICAN,Ó OFF FOR CANADA.

The subjoine d ÒpassÓ was brought to the Under ground Rail Road

station in P hiladelphia b y Char les, and while i t w as inter esting as

thr owing lig ht upon his esc ape, it is impor tant also as a specimen o f

the w ay the ÒpassÓ system was carrie d on in the dar k days of Slavery

in Vir ginia:

ÒNAT. AMERICAN OFFICE,

Richmond, Jul y 20th, 1857.

Permi t Char les to pass and r epass from this o ff ice to the

residence of Rev B. ManlyÕs on Clay St., near 11th, at any hour

of the nig ht f or one mon th.

WM. W. HARDWICK.Ó

It is a very shor t documen t, but i t used to be v ery unsafe for a slave

in Richmond, or an y other Southern ci ty, to be f ound out in the

evening wi thout a legal paper o f this description. The penalties f or

being f ound unpr epared to fac e the polic e were fines, imprisonmen t

and f loggings. The satisfac tion i t seemed always to af ford these

guardians of the ci ty to f ind ei ther males or f emales tr espassing

in this par ticular , was unmistakable. I t gave them ( the polic e) the

oppor tuni ty to pr ove to those the y served (slaveholders ), that the y

were the rig ht men in the rig ht plac e, guarding their in ter ests.

Then again the y got the f ine f or pock et mone y, and lik ewise the still

greater ple asure of administering the f logging. W ho would w ant

an off ice, if no oppor tuni ty should turn up wher eby pr oof could

be adduced of adequate qualif ications to me et emer gencies? But

Charles was too wide a wake to be c aught wi thout his pass da y

or nig ht. Consequentl y he hung on to i t, even after star ting on

his voyage to Canada. He, however, willing ly surr ender ed i t to a

member o f the Commi t tee at his special r equest.

But in e very way Char les was quite a r emarkable man. I t af forded
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the Commi t tee great ple asure to mak e his acquain tanc e, and much

practic al and useful inf orma tion w as gather ed fr om his stor y, which

was felt to be truthful.

The Commi t tee feeling assur ed tha t this Òchat telÓ must have been

the subje ct o f much inquir y and anxie ty fr om the na tur e of his

former posi tion, as a pr ominen t pie ce of pr oper ty, as a member of

the Baptist chur ch, as taking Òfirst pr emiumsÓ in making tobac co,

and as a paper carrier in the N ational Americ an off ice, felt c alled

upon to note full y his mo vements bef ore and after le aving

Richmond.

In statur e he was medium siz e, color qui te dar k, hair long and

bushyÑr ather o f a raw-bone d and rugg ed appearance, modest and

self-possessed; wi th much mor e intellig ence than w ould be

supposed fr om f irst obser vation. On his arriv al, ere he had Òshaken

hands wi th the (B ri tish ) LionÕs paw,Ó (which he w as desirous of

doing), or chang ed the habilimen ts in which he esc aped, having

listene d to the r eci tal o f his thrilling tale, and wishing to g et i t w ord

for w ord as it f lowed natur ally fr om his br ave lips, at a late hour

of the nig ht a member o f the Commi t tee remarked to him, wi th

pencil in hand, tha t he w anted to tak e down some ac count o f his lif e.

ÒNow,Ó said he, Òwe shall have to be brief. P lease answer as corr ectl y

as you can the f ollo wing questions:Ó ÒHow old ar e you?Ó ÒThir ty-

two years old the 1st da y of last June.Ó ÒWere you born a sla ve?Ó

ÒYes.Ó ÒHow have you been tr eated?Ó ÒBadly all the time f or the last

twelve years.Ó ÒWhat do y ou mean by being tr eated badly?Ó ÒHave

been whippe d, and the y never give me anything; some pe ople g ive

their ser vants at Christmas a dollar and a half and t wo dollars, and

some f ive, but m y master w ould ne ver give me anything.Ó ÒWhat w as

the name o f your master?Ó ÒFleming Bibbs.Ó ÒWhere did he liv e?Ó ÒIn

Caroline c ounty, fif ty miles abo ve Richmond.Ó ÒWhat did he do ?Ó ÒHe

was a farmer.Ó ÒDid you ever liv e wi th him ?Ó ÒNever did; al ways hir ed

me out, and then I c ouldn Õt please him.Ó ÒWhat kind o f a man w as

he?Ó ÒA man wi th a very severe temper; w ould drink a t all times,

thoug h would do i t slyly.Ó ÒWas he a member o f any chur ch?Ó ÒBaptist

chur chÑ would curse a t his ser vants as if he w ernÕt in any chur ch.Ó
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ÒWere his famil y members o f chur ch, too ?Ó ÒYes.Ó ÒWhat kind o f

famil y had he?Ó ÒHis wif e was a toler able fair w oman, but his sons

were dissipated, all of them rowdies and gamblers. His sons has had

childr en by the servants. One of his daughter s had a child by his

grandson last April . They are tr aders, buy and sell.Ó

ÒHow man y slaves did he o wn?Ó ÒSam, Richmond, Henr y, Dennis,

Jesse, Addison, Hilliar d, Jenny, Lucius, Julia, Char lot te, Easte, Joe,

Taylor , Louisa, t wo mor e small childr en and Jim.Ó Did any of them

know tha t you were going to le ave? ÒNo, I saw my br other T uesday,

but ne ver told him a w ord about i t.Ó ÒWhat put i t in to y our he ad to

leave?Ó ÒIt w as bad tr eatmen t; f or being put in jail f or sale the 7th

of last January; was whippe d in jail and af ter I c ame out the onl y

thing the y told me w as that I had be en selling ne wspapers about the

str eets, and w as half fr ee.Ó

ÒWhere did y ou liv e then ?Ó ÒIn Richmond, V a.; for t wenty-t wo

years I have been living out. Ó ÒHow much did y our master r eceive

a year for y our hir e?Ó ÒFrom sixt y-f ive to one hundr ed and f if ty

dollars.Ó ÒDid you have to f ind y ourself ?Ó ÒThe people who hir ed

me found me. The g eneral rule is in Richmond, f or a w eekÕs board,

seventy-f ive cents is allo wed; if he g ets any mor e than tha t he

has got to f ind i t himself. Ó ÒHow about Sunday clothing ?Ó ÒFind

them y ourself ?Ó ÒHow about a house to liv e in?Ó ÒHave that to f ind

yourself.Ó ÒSuppose you have a wif e and famil y.Ó ÒIt mak es no

dif ference, they donÕt allow you anything f or tha t at all.Ó ÒSuppose

you are sick who pa ys your doc torÕs bill?Ó ÒHe (master ) pays that.Ó

ÒHow do y ou manage to mak e a lit tle extr a money?Ó ÒBy get ting up

before day and carr ying out papers and doing other jobs, cle aning

up sing le menÕs rooms and the lik e of tha t.Ó ÒWhat have you been

emplo yed at in Richmond?Ó ÒBeen working in tobac co factor y in

general; this y ear I w as hired at a prin ting-o ff ice. The National

Americ an. I carrie d papers.Ó ÒHad you a wif e?Ó ÒI did, but her master

was a very bad man and w as opposed to me, and w as against my

coming to his plac e to see my wif e, and he persuade d her to tak e

another husband in pr eference to me; being in his hands she took

his advice.Ó ÒHow long ag o was that?Ó ÒVery near t welve months; she
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got marrie d last fall.Ó ÒHad you any childr en?Ó ÒYes.Ó ÒHow man y?Ó

ÒFive.Ó ÒWhere are they?Ó ÒThr ee are wi th Joel Luck, her master ,

one wi th his sister Eliza, and the other belongs to Judg e Hudgins,

of Bowling Gr een Cour t H ouse.Ó ÒDo you ever expect to se e them

again?Ó ÒNo, not till the da y of the Gr eat I am!Ó ÒDid you ever have

any chanc e of schooling ?Ó ÒNot a day in m y lif e.Ó ÒCan you r ead?Ó

ÒNo, sir, nor wri te m y own name.Ó ÒWhat do y ou think o f Slavery

any how?Ó ÒI think itÕs a great curse, and I think

the Baptists in Richmond will g o to the de epest hell, if ther e is any,

for the y are so wick ed the y will w ork you all day and par t o f the

night, and wear cloaks and long f aces, and tr y to g et all the w ork

out o f you the y can by telling y ou about Jesus Christ. All the e xtr a

money you make they think y ou will g ive to he ar talk about J esus

Christ. Out o f their e xtr a money the y have to pay a whi te man Five

hundr ed dollars a year for pr eaching.Ó ÒWhat kind o f pr eaching does

he give them ?Ó ÒHe tells them if the y die in their sins the y will g o

to hell; don Õt tell them any thing about their ele vation; he w ould tell

them obe y their masters and mistr esses, for good ser vants make

good masters.Ó ÒDid you belong to the Baptist Chur ch?Ó ÒYes, Second

Baptist Chur ch.Ó ÒDid you feel tha t the pr eaching y ou heard was

the true Gospel?Ó ÒOne par t o f i t, and one par t burn t me as bad as

ever insult did. The y would tell us tha t w e must tak e money out

of our pock ets to send i t to Afric a, to enlig hten the Afric an race. I

think tha t w e were about as blind in Richmond as the Afric an race

is in Afric a. All they want you to kno w, is to have sense enough to

say master and mistr ess, and run like lightning, when the y speak

to y ou, to do e xactl y what the y want you to do,Ó ÒWhen you made

up your mind to esc ape, wher e did y ou think y ou would g o to ?Ó

ÒI made up my mind not to stop shor t o f the B ri tish pr otection;

to shake hands wi th the LionÕs paw.Ó ÒWere you not afr aid of being

captur ed on the w ay, of being de vour ed by the aboli tionists, or o f

fr eezing and star ving in Canada ?Ó ÒWell, I had o ften thoug ht tha t

I would be in a bad c ondi tion to c ome her e, wi thout mone y and

clothes, but I made up m y mind to c ome, liv e or die.Ó ÒWhat ar e your

impr essions fr om wha t li t tle y ou have seen of Freedom?Ó ÒI think
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it is in tende d for all men, and all men oug ht to ha ve it.Ó ÒSuppose

your master w as to appear before you, and offer you the privileg e

of r eturning to Sla very or de ath on the spot, which w ould be y our

choic e?Ó ÒDie right ther e. I made up m y mind bef ore I star ted.Ó ÒDo

you think tha t man y of the sla ves are anxious about their F reedom?Ó

ÒThe thir d par t o f them ain Õt anxious about it, because the whi te

people have blinded them, telling about the N or th,Ñthe y canÕt live

here; telling them tha t the pe ople ar e worse off than the y are ther e;

they say tha t the ÔniggersÕ in the Nor th ha ve no houses to liv e in,

stand about fr eezing, dir ty, no clothes to w ear. They all w ould be

very glad to g et their time, but w ant to sta y wher e they are.Ó Just

at this poin t o f the in ter view, the hour o f midnig ht admonishe d us

that i t w as time to r etir e. According ly, said Mr . Thompson, ÒI guess

we had bet ter close,Ó adding, if he Òcould onl y wri te, he could g ive

seven volumes!Ó Also, said he, Ògive my best r espects to Mr . W.W.

Hardwick e, and Mr . Perr y in the N ational Americ an off ice, and tell

them I wish they will pay the two boys who carr y the papers for me,

for they ar e as ignorant of this matter as you ar e.Ó

Charles was duly forwarded to Canada to shak e hands wi th the

LionÕs paw, and fr om the ac counts which c ame fr om him to the

Commi t tee, he was highly delig hted. The follo wing le t ter fr om him

afforded gratif ying evidenc e, that he nei ther f orgot his God nor his

friends in fr eedom:

DETROIT, Sept. 17, 1862.

DEAR BROTHER IN CHRISTÑIt af fords me the gr eatest

pleasure imaginable in the time I shall oc cupy in penning

these f ew lines to y ou and y our de ar loving wif e, not be cause

I can wri te them to y ou myself, but f or the lo ve and regard

I have for y ou, for I never can forget a man who will sho w

kindness to his neig hbor when in distr ess. I remember when

I was in distr ess and out o f doors, y ou took me in; I w as

hungr y, and you fed me; for these things God will r eward

you, dear br other . I am get ting along as w ell as I can expect.

Since I have been out her e, I have endeavored to mak e every
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day tell f or i tself, and I c an say, no doubt, wha t a gr eat man y

men cannot say, that I ha ve made good use of all the time

that God has g iven me, and not one w eek has been spent

in idleness. Brother W illiam, I e xpect to visi t you some time

next summer to si t and ha ve a talk wi th y ou and Mrs. S till. I

hope to se e that time, if i t is GodÕs will. You will r emember

me, wi th m y wif e, to Mrs. Still. Giv e my best r espects to all

inquiring friends, and belie ve me to be y ours f orever. Well

wishes both soul and bod y. Please wri te to me some times.

C.W. THOMPSON.
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Blood Flowed Freely

ABRAM GALLOWAY AND RICHARD EDEN, TWO PASSENGERS

SECRETED IN A VESSEL LOADED WITH SPIRITS OF TURPENTINE.

SHROUDS PREPARED TO PREVENT BEING SMOKED TO DEATH.

The Philadelphia br anch of the Under ground Rail Road was not

for tuna te in ha ving very fr equent arriv als from Nor th Car olina. Of

course such o f her sla ve popula tion as manag ed to be come ini tia ted

in the m ysteries o f tr aveling N or th b y the Under ground Rail Road

were sensible enoug h to f ind out ne arer and safer r outes than

thr ough Pennsylvania. Nevertheless the V igilanc e Commi t tee of

Philadelphia oc casionally had the ple asure of r eceiving some her oes

who w ere wor th y to be classed among the br avest of the br ave, no

mat ter who the y may be who have claims to this distinc tion.

In pr oof of this bold asser tion the t wo individuals whose names

stand at the beg inning o f this chapter ar e presented. Abram was

only t wenty-one y ears of age, mulat to, f ive feet six inches hig h,

intellig ent and the pic tur e of good health. ÒWhat w as your masterÕs

name?Ó inquired a member o f the Commi t tee. ÒMilton Hawkins,Ó

answered Abram. ÒWhat business did Milton H awkins f ollo w?Ó again

querie d said member . ÒHe was chief eng ineer on the W ilmington

and Manchester Rail R oadÓ (not a br anch of the Under ground Rail

Road), responded Richard. ÒDescribe him,Ó said the member. ÒHe was

a slim built, tall man wi th whisk ers. He was a man of very good

disposi tion. I al ways belonged to him; he o wned thr ee. He always

said he would sell bef ore he would use a whip. H is wif e was a

very mean woman; she w ould whip c ontr ary to his or ders.Ó ÒWho

was your fa ther?Ó was fur ther inquir ed. ÒJohn Wesley Galloway,Ó was

the pr ompt r esponse. ÒDescribe your fa ther?Ó ÒHe was captain o f

a governmen t vessel; he recogniz ed me as his son, and pr otected

me as far as he was allowed so to do; he liv ed at Smi thf ield, N or th

Carolina. Abr amÕs master, Milton H awkins, liv ed at W ilmington, N .C.Ó

ÒWhat pr ompte d you to esc ape?Ó was next asked. ÒBecause times
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were hard and I c ould not c ome up wi th m y wages as I was requir ed

to do, so I thoug ht I w ould tr y and do be t ter .Ó At this junc tur e

Abram explaine d substan tiall y in wha t sense times w ere hard, &c.

In the f irst plac e he was not allo wed to o wn himself; he, ho wever,

preferr ed hiring his time to ser ving in the usual w ay. This favor w as

granted Abram; but he w as compelle d to pa y $15 per month f or his

time, besides f inding himself in clothing, f ood, paying doc tor bills,

and a head tax of $15 a year.

HON. ABRAM GALLOWAY

(Secreted in a vessel loaded wi th turpen tine )

Even under this master , who w as a man of very good disposi tion,

Abram was not conten ted. In the second plac e, he Òalways thoug ht

Slavery was wrong,Ó although he had Ònever suf fered any personal

abuse.Ó Toiling mon th af ter mon th the y ear r ound to suppor t his

master and not himself, w as the one in toler able thoug ht. Abr am

and Richar d were intima te friends, and liv ed near each other . Being

similar ly situated, the y could v entur e to c ommunic ate the se cret

feelings o f their he arts to e ach other . Richard was four y ears older

than Abr am, wi th not qui te so much Ang lo-Saxon blood in his v eins,

but w as equally as intellig ent, and w as by tr ade, a Òfashionable

barber ,Ó well-kno wn to the ladies and g entlemen o f Wilmington.

Richard owed service to Mrs. Mar y Lor en, a wido w. ÒShe was very
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kind and tender to all her sla ves.Ó ÒIf I w as sick,Ó said Richard, Òshe

would tr eat me the same as a mother w ould.Ó She was the owner o f

twenty, men, women and childr en, who w ere all hir ed out, e xcept

the childr en too y oung f or hir e. Besides having his f ood, clothing

and doc torÕs expenses to me et, he had to pa y the Òvery kind and

tender -he arted wido wÓ $12.50 per month, and he ad tax to the S tate,

amoun ting to t wenty-f ive cents per mon th. I t so happene d, tha t

Richard at this time, w as involved in a matrimonial dif f icult y.

Contr ary to the la ws of Nor th Car olina, he had la tel y marrie d a fr ee

gir l, which w as an indic table o ffence, and for which the penalt y was

then in soak f or himÑsaid penalt y to c onsist o f thir ty-nine lashes,

and imprisonmen t at the discr etion o f the judg e.

So Abram and Richar d put their he ads together , and resolved to

tr y the Under ground Rail Road. They conclude d tha t li ber ty was

wor th d ying f or, and tha t i t w as their dut y to strik e for Freedom

even if i t should c ost them their liv es. The next thing ne eded, was

inf orma tion about the Under ground Rail Road. Before a great while

the c aptain o f a schooner turne d up, fr om Wilmington, Dela ware.

Learning tha t his v oyage extende d to Philadelphia, the y sought to

f ind out whe ther this c aptain w as true to F reedom. To ascertain this

fact r equir ed no li t tle addr ess. It had to be done in such a w ay, that

even the c aptain w ould not r eally understand wha t the y were up to,

should he be f ound un true. I n this instanc e, however, he was the

rig ht man in the rig ht plac e, and very well understood his business.

Abram and Richar d made arr angements wi th him to bring them

away; the y learned when the v essel would star t, and tha t she w as

loaded wi th tar , rosin, and spiri ts of turpen tine, amongst which the

captain w as to secrete them. B ut her e came the dif f icult y. In or der

that slaves might not be secreted in v essels, the slave-holders o f

Nor th Car olina had pr ocur ed the enac tmen t o f a law r equiring all

vessels coming N or th to be smok ed.

To escape this dilemma, the in ventiv e genius o f Abram and

Richard soon devised a safe-guar d against the smok e. This safe-

guard consiste d in silk oil cloth shr ouds, made lar ge, wi th dr awing

strings, which, when pulle d over their he ads, might be dr awn very
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tig htl y around their w aists, whilst the pr ocess of smoking mig ht be

in oper ation. A bladder o f water and to wels were provided, the la t ter

to be w et and held to their nostrils, should ther e be need. In this

manner the y had determine d to strugg le against de ath f or li ber ty.

The hour appr oached for being a t the wharf. A t the appoin ted time

they were on hand r eady to g o on the boa t; the c aptain secreted

them, ac cording to agr eement. They were ready to run the risk o f

being smok ed to de ath; but as g ood luck w ould ha ve it, the la w w as

not c arrie d in to ef fect in this instanc e, so that the Òsmell o f smok e

was not upon them. Ó The effect o f the turpen tine, ho wever, of the

natur e of which the y were totall y ignor ant, w as worse, if possi ble,

than the smok e would ha ve been. The blood w as liter ally dr awn

fr om them a t every por e in frig htful quan ti ties. But as her oes of the

bravest t ype the y resolved to c ontinue ste adfast as long as a pulse

continue d to be at, and thus the y f inall y conquer ed.

The in vigorating nor thern air and the kind tr eatmen t o f the

Vigilanc e Commi t tee acted lik e a charm upon them, and the y

impr oved very rapidl y fr om their e xhaustiv e and heavy loss of blood.

Desiring to r etain some memorial o f them, a member o f the

Commi t tee begged one o f their silk shr ouds, and lik ewise pr ocur ed

an artist to tak e the photogr aph of one o f them; which k eepsakes

have been valued very hig hly. In the r egular or der o f arr angements

the w ants of Abram and Richar d were duly met by the Commi t tee,

f inanciall y and other wise, and the y were forwarded to Canada. Af ter

their saf e arriv al in Canada, Richard addr essed a member o f the

Commi t tee thus:

KINGSTON, July 20, 1857.

MR. WILLIAM STILL ÑDear Friend :ÑI tak e the oper tuni ty

of wrig hting a f ew lines to le t you no tha t w e air all in

good health hoping thos f ew lines ma y f ind y ou and y our

famil y engoying the same blessing. W e arived in King all saf t

Canada West Abram Galway gos to w ork this morning a t

$1.75 per day and John pe dif ord is at w ork for mr g eorge

mink and i will opne a shop f or m y self in a f ew days My
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wif will send a da ugretipe to y our c air whi tch y ou will ple as

to send on to me Richar d Edons to the c air o f George Mink

Kingston C W

Yours wi th Respect,

RICHARD EDONS.

Abram, his comr ade, allied himself fai thfull y to John Bull un til Uncle

Sam became involved in the c ontest wi th the r ebels. In this hour

of need Abram hastened back to N or th Car olina to help f ight the

bat tles o f Freedom. How w ell he acted his par t, w e are not inf orme d.

We only know tha t, af ter the w ar was over, in the r econstruc tion

of Nor th Car olina, Abr am was promote d to a seat in i ts Senate. He

died in o ff ice only a few mon ths sinc e. The por tr ait is almost a Òfac-

simile.Ó
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John Pettifoot

Anglo-Afric an and Anglo-Saxon w ere about equally mix ed in the

organization o f Mr . Pet tif oot. H is education, wi th r egard to books,

was quite limi ted. He had, however, managed to ste al the ar t o f

reading and wri ting, to a c ertain e xten t. Not wi thstanding the

Patriar chal I nsti tution o f the South, he w as to all in ten ts and

purposes a r ebel at heart, consequentl y he r esolved to tak e a trip

on the Under ground Rail Road to Canada. So, greatl y to the surprise

of those whom he w as serving, he w as one morning inquir ed for

in vain. No one could tell wha t had be come of Jack no mor e than

if he had v anished lik e a ghost. Doubtless M essrs. McHenr y and

McCulloch w ere under the impr ession tha t ne wspapers and mone y

possessed great po wer and c ould, under the cir cumstanc es, be used

wi th en tir e effect. The f ollo wing ad vertisemen t is evidenc e, that

Jack was much needed at the tobac co factor y.

$100 REWARDÑFor the appr ehension and

delivery to us o f a MUL ATTO MAN , named John Massenber g,

or John H enr y Pet tif oot, who has be en passing as fr ee, under

the name o f Sydney. He is about 5 f eet 6 or 8 inches hig h,

spare made, brig ht, wi th a bush y head of hair , cur led under

and a small moustache. Absc onded a few days ago fr om our

Tobacco Factor y.

McHENRY & MCCULLOCH.

ju 16 3t.
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Jack was aware that a tr ap of this kind w ould most lik ely be set f or

him, and tha t the lar ge quanti ty of Anglo-Saxon blood in his v eins

would not sa ve him. H e was aware, too, tha t he w as the r epute d son

of a whi te gentleman, who w as a professional den tist, b y the name

of Dr . Peter Car ds. The Doctor , however, had been called away by

death, so Jack could see no hope or vir tue in ha ving a whi te father ,

althoug h a Òchivalric g entleman,Ó while living, and a man of hig h

standing amongst sla ve-holders. J ack was a member o f the Baptist

chur ch, too, and hope d he w as a good Christian; but he c ould look

for no fa vors fr om the Chur ch, or sympa th y on the sc ore of his being

a Christian. H e knew very well w ere it kno wn, tha t he had the lo ve of

fr eedom in his he art, or the ide a of the Under ground Rail Road in his

head, he would be r egarded as having c ommi t ted the Òunpar donable

sin.Ó So Jack look ed to none o f these Òbroken reedsÓ in Richmond in

the hour o f his trial, but to H im above, whom he had not se en, and

to the Under ground Rail Road. He felt pr et ty well satisf ied, tha t if

Providenc e would aid him, and he c ould g et a conduc tor to put him

on the rig ht r oad to Canada, he w ould be all rig ht. According ly, he

acted up to his best lig ht, and thus he suc ceeded admir ably, as the

sequel shows.

JOHN HENRY PETTIFOOT. John is a lik ely young man, qui te brig ht

in color and in in telle ct also. He was the son o f Peter Car ds, a dentist

by pr ofession, and a whi te man b y comple xion. As a general thing,

he had been used Ôvery well;Õ had no fault to f ind, except this y ear,

being hir ed to McHenr y & McCulloch, tobac conists, o f Petersbur g,

Va., whom he f ound r ather mor e oppr essive than he agr eed for, and

supposing tha t he had Ôno rig htÕ to work for any body for nothing,

he Ôpick ed up his be d and w alked.Õ His mistr ess had told him tha t he

was Ôwilled fr ee,Õ at her de ath, but J ohn w as not willing to w ait her

Òmotions to die. Ó

He had a wif e in Richmond, but w as not allo wed to visi t her . He

lef t one sister and a step-fa ther in bondag e. Mr. Pet tif oot r eached

Philadelphia b y the Richmond line o f steamers, stowed away among

the pots and c ooking utensils. On r eaching the ci ty, he at onc e
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surr ender ed himself in to the hands o f the Commi t tee, and was duly

looked after b y the r egular acting members.
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Emanuel T. White

EMANUEL was about t wenty-f ive years of age, wi th seven-eig hths

of whi te blood in his v eins, medium siz e, and a very smar t and lik ely-

looking pie ce of pr oper ty generally. He had the g ood f or tune to

escape fr om Edward H. Hubber t, a ship timber mer chant o f Norf olk,

Va. Under H ubber tÕs yoke he had served onl y f ive years, having been

bought by him fr om a certain Aldridg e Mandr ey, who w as described

as a Òvery cruel man, Ó and would Òrather f ight than e at.Ó ÒI have

licks tha t will c arr y me to m y grave, and will be ther e till the f lesh

rots o ff my bones,Ó said Emanuel, adding that his master w as a

Òdevil ,Ó though a member o f the Reforme d Methodist Chur ch. But

his mistr ess, he said, was a Òrig ht nic e li t tle w oman, and k ept man y

licks o ff me.Ó ÒIf you said you were sick, he w ould whip i t out o f

you.Ó From Mandr ey he onc e f led, and was gone t wo mon ths, but

was captur ed at W illiamsbur g, Va., and received a severe f logging,

and carrie d home. H ubber t f inall y sold Emanuel to a Mr . Grigway of

Norf olk; wi th Emanuel Mr . G. was pret ty well sui ted, but his wif e was

notÑhe had Òtoo much whi te blood in him Ó for her . Grigway and his

wif e were members o f the Episcopal Chur ch.

In this unhapp y condi tion Emanuel f ound a c onduc tor o f the

Under ground Rail Road. A secret passage was secur ed for him on

one of the Richmond ste amers, and thus he esc aped fr om his

servitude. The Commi t tee at tende d to his w ants, and f orwarded

him on as usual. From Syracuse, wher e he was breathing qui te fr eely

under the pr otection o f the Rev. J.W. Loguen, he wr ote the f ollo wing

let ter:

SYRACUSE, July 29, 1857.

MY DEAR FRIEND, MR. STILL:ÑI got safe thr ough to

Syracuse, and found the house o f our friend, Mr . J.W.

Loguen. Man y thanks to y ou for y our kindness to me. I wish

to say to y ou, dear sir , that I e xpect m y clothes will be sen t

to Dr . Landa, and I wish, if y ou ple ase, get them and send
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them to the c are of Mr . Loguen, at Syracuse, for me H e will

be in possession o f my wher eabouts and will send them to

me. Remember me to Mr . Landa and Miss Millen J espan, and

much to y ou and your famil y.

Trul y Yours,

MANUAL T. WHITE.
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The Escape of a Child
Fourteen Months Old

Ther e is found the f ollo wing brief memor andum on the R ecords of

the Under ground Rail Road Book, dated July, 1857:

ÒA lit tle child o f four teen mon ths old w as conveyed to i ts mother ,

who had be en compelle d to f lee wi thout i t nearly nine mon ths ago.Ó

While the cir cumstanc es connected wi th the c oming o f this sla ve

child w ere deeply in ter esting, no fur ther par ticulars than the simple

notic e above were at tha t time r ecorded. For tuna tel y, however,

let ters fr om the g ood friends, who pluck ed this infan t fr om the ja ws

of Slavery, have been pr eserved to thr ow lig ht on this li t tle one,

and to sho w ho w true-he arted sympathiz ers wi th the Sla ve labor ed

amid dang ers and dif f iculties to sa ve the helpless bondman fr om

oppr ession. It will be obser ved, tha t both these friends wr ote fr om

Washington, D .C., the seat o f Governmen t, wher e, if Slavery was not

seen in i ts worst aspe cts, the Go vernmen t in i ts suppor t o f Slavery

appeared in a most r evolting lig ht.

LETTER FROM ÒJ.B.Ó

WASHINGTON, D.C., July 12, 1857.

DEAR SIR:ÑSome of our ci tiz ens, I am told, la tel y lef t her e

for Philadelphia, thr ee of whom w ere arr ested and br ought

back.

I beg you will inf orm me whe ther t wo othersÑ(I., whose

wif e is in Philadelphia, w as one of them ), ever r eached your

ci ty.

To-morr ow morning Mrs. W eems, with her baby , will star t

for Philadelphia and se e you pr obably over nig ht.
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Yours T rul y,

J.B.

ÒJ.B.Ó was not onl y a trust y and capable conduc tor o f the

Under ground Rail Road in W ashington, but w as also a practic al

lawyer, at the same time. H is lawyer-lik e let ter , in view of the cri tic al

natur e of the c ase, containe d but f ew w ords, and those f ew natur ally

enough were suscepti ble of mor e than one c onstruc tion.

Doubtless those st yled Òour ci tiz ens,ÓÑÓthree of whom w ere

arr ested and br ought back,ÓÑwere causing gr eat anxie ty to this

corr esponden t, not kno wing ho w soon he mig ht f ind himself

implic ated in the Òrunning o ff,Ó etc. So, while he f elt i t to be his dut y,

to still aid the child, he w as determine d, if the enem y in ter cepted his

let ter , he should not f ind much c omf or t or inf orma tion. The c ause

was safe in such c areful hands. The f ollo wing le t ters, be aring on the

same case, are also fr om another g ood conduc tor , who w as then

living in W ashington.

LETTERS FROM E.L. STEVENS.

WASHINGTON, D.C., July 8,1857.

MY DEAR SIR:ÑI wri te you no w to le t you kno w tha t the

childr en of E. are yet w ell, and tha t Mrs. Arr ah Weems will

star t wi th one o f them f or Philadelphia to-morr ow or ne xt

day. She will be wi th y ou pr obably in the da y tr ain. She

goes for the purpose o f making an ef for t to r edeem her

last child, no w in Slavery. The whole amoun t ne cessary is

raised, except about $300 . She will tak e her cr edentials wi th

her, and you can place the most implici t r eliance on her

statemen ts. The stor y in r egard to the W eemsÕ family was

publishe d in Frederick Doug lassÕ paper two years ago. Since

then the t wo middle bo ys have been redeemed and ther e is

only one lef t in Slavery, and he is in Alabama. The master has
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agreed to tak e for him just wha t he gave, $1100. Mr. Lewis

Tappan has his le t ter and the mone y, except the amoun t

specif ied. Ther e were about $5000 r aised in Eng land to

redeem this famil y, and the y are now all fr ee except this one.

And ther e never w as a more excellent and w or th y famil y

than the W eemsÕ family. I do hope, tha t Mrs. W . will f ind

friends who c an advance the amoun t r equir ed.

Trul y Yours,

E.L. STEVENS.

WASHINGTON, D.C., July 13th, 1857.

MY FRIEND:ÑYour kind le t ter in r eply to mine about Arr ah

was duly received. As she is doubtless wi th y ou before this,

she will e xplain all. I pr opose tha t a second journe y be made

by her or some one else, in or der to tak e the other . They

have been a great bur den to the g ood f olks her e and should

have beenat homelong er e this. Arr ah will e xplain e verything.

I want, ho wever, to say a word in her behalf. I f ther e is a

person in the w or ld, tha t deser ves the hearty co-oper ation

of every friend o f humani ty, that person is Arr ah Weems,

who no w, after a long series o f self -sacrif icing labor to aid

others in their strugg le for their God-g iven rig hts, solici ts

a small amoun t to r edeem the last one o f her o wn childr en

in Slavery. Never have I had m y sympathies so ar oused in

behalf o f any object as in behalf o f this most w or th y famil y.

She can tell y ou wha t I ha ve done. And I do hope, tha t our

friends in P hiladelphia and N ew York will assist her to mak e

up the full amoun t r equir ed for the pur chase of the bo y.

After she does wha t she can in P., will y ou give her the

proper dir ection about g et ting to N ew York and to Mr .

TappanÕs? Inform him o f what she has done, &c.

Please wri te me as soon as you can as to whe ther she

arriv ed safely, &c. Give me your opinion, also, as to the

proposal about the other . Had you not be t ter k eep the li t tle
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one in P. till the other is tak en ther e? Inform me also wher e

E. is, how she is get ting along, &c., who living wi th, &c.

Yours T rul y,

E.L.S.

In this instanc e, also, as in the c ase of ÒJ.B.,Ó the care and anxie ty

of other souls, besides this child, cr ying f or deliv erance, weighed

heavily on the mind o f Mr . Stevens, as may be inf err ed fr om certain

references in his le t ters. Mr . StevensÕ love of humani ty, and impar tial

fr eedom, even in those dar k days of Slavery, when i t w as both

unpopular and unsaf e to allo w the cries o f the bondman to a waken

the f eeling o f humani ty to assist the suf fering, w as constan tl y

leading him to tak e sides wi th the oppr essed, and as he appears in

this c orr espondenc e, so it w as his wont dail y to aid the helpless,

who w ere all around him. Arr ah Weems, who had the c are of the

child, allude d to so touching ly by Mr . Stevens, had known, to her

heartÕs sorr ow, how in tensel y painful i t w as to a motherÕs feelings

to have her childr en torn fr om her b y a cruel master and sold.

For Arr ah had had a number o f childr en sold, and w as at tha t very

time striving dilig entl y to r aise money to r edeem the last one o f

them. And thr ough such kind-he arted friends as Mr . Stevens, the

peculiar har dships o f this in ter esting famil y of WeemsÕ were brought

to the kno wledge of thousands o f philan thr opists in this c ountr y

and England, and li beral contri butions had alr eady been made by

friends o f the Slave on both sides o f the oc ean. It may now be

seen, that while this child had not be en a conscious suf ferer fr om

the wick ed system o f Slavery, it had be en the obje ct o f very great

anxiety and suf fering to se veral persons, who had individuall y

perille d their o wn fr eedom f or i ts r edemption. This child, ho wever,

was safely br ought to the V igilanc e Commi t tee, in Philadelphia,

and was duly forwarded, vi‰friends in N ew York, to i ts mother , in

Syracuse, wher e she had stoppe d to w ork and w ait f or her li t tle one,

lef t behind a t the time she esc aped.
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Escape of a Young Slave
Mother

LEFT HER LITTLE BABY-BOY, LITTLE GIRL
AND HUSBAND BEHIND.

She anxiously waits their c oming in S yracuse, N.Y. Not un til af ter the

foregoing stor y headed, the ÒEscape of a Child,Ó etc., had been put

into the hands o f the prin ter and w as in t ype, was the stor y of the

mother disc overed, althoug h i t w as among the r ecords preserved.

Under chang ed names, in man y instanc es, it has been found to be

no easy mat ter to cull fr om a gr eat variety of let ters, r ecords and

advertisemen ts, just when w anted, all the par ticulars essen tial to

comple te man y of these narr ativ es. The case of the child, allude d

to abo ve, is a case in poin t. Thus, ho wever, while i t is impossi ble

to in tr oduc e the motherÕs stor y in i ts pr oper plac e, yet, sinc e it has

been found, i t is too impor tant and in ter esting to be lef t out. I t is

here given as follo ws:

$300 REWARD.ÑRAN AWAY from the

subscri ber on Satur day, the 30th o f August, 1856, my

SERVANT WOMAN, named EMELINE CHAPMAN, about 25

years of age; qui te dar k, slender built, spe aks short, and

stammers some; wi th t wo childr en, one a female about t wo

and a half y ears old; the other a male, se ven or eig ht mon ths

Escape of a Young Slave Mother | 251



old, brig ht color . I will g ive the above reward if the y are

delivered to me in W ashington.

MRS. EMILY THOMPSON,

s23-TU, Th&st&

Capitol H ill, Washington, D .C.

Emeline Chapman, so par ticular ly descri bed in the ÒBaltimor e SunÓ

of the 2 3d of September , 1856, arrived by the r egular Under ground

Rail Road tr ain fr om Washington. I n or der to esc ape the

responsibili ty at tached to her orig inal name, she adopte d the name

of Susan Bell. Thus f or fr eedom she w as willing to f orego her name,

her husband, and e ven her li t tle childr en. It w as a serious sacrif ice;

but she had be en thr eatened wi th the a uction block, and she w ell

understood wha t tha t me ant. With r egard to usage, having liv ed

away fr om her o wner , Emeline did not c omplain o f any very hard

times. T rue, she had be en kept at w ork very constan tl y, and her

owner had v ery fai thfull y received all her hir e. Emeline had not

even been allowed enoug h of her hir e to f ind herself in clothing,

or anything f or the suppor t o f her t wo childr enÑ for these non-

essentials, her kind mistr ess allowed her to se ek elsewher e, as best

she could. Emeline Õs husband w as named John H enr y; her li t tle g ir l

she called Mar garet Ann, and her babe she had name d after i ts

father , all wi th the br and of Slavery upon them. The lo ve of fr eedom,

in the br east of this spiri ted young Slave-wif e and mother , did not

extinguish the lo ve she bore to her husband and childr en, however

other wise her c ourse, in le aving them, as she did, mig ht appear.

For i t w as just this kind o f her oic and self -sacrif icing strugg le, that

appealed to the he arts of men and c ompelle d at ten tion. The le t ters

of Biglow and Stevens, relativ e to the li t tle child, pr ove this fac t,

and addi tional testimon y found in the appende d let ter fr om Rev. J.W.

Loguen c onclusiv ely conf irms the same. I ndeed, who c ould close his

eyes and ears to the plain tiv e cries o f such a mother? W ho could

refr ain fr om aiding on to fr eedom childr en honor ed in such a her oic

parent?

SYRACUSE, Oct. 5, 1856.
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DEAR FRIEND STILL:ÑI wri te to y ou for Mrs. Susan Bell,

who w as at your ci ty some time in September last. She is

fr om Washington ci ty. She left her de ar li t tle childr en behind

(two childr en). She is stopping in our ci ty, and wants to he ar

fr om her childr en very much inde ed. She wishes to kno w

if you have heard fr om Mr . Biglow, of Washington ci ty. She

will r emain her e until she c an hear fr om you. She feels very

anxious about her childr en, I will assur e you. I should ha ve

wri t ten bef ore this, but I ha ve been fr om home much o f the

time sinc e she came to our ci ty. She wants to kno w if Mr .

Biglow has heard anything about her husband. I f you have

not wri t ten to Mr . Biglow, she wishes you would. She sends

her lo ve to y ou and y our de ar famil y. She says that you were

all kind to her , and she does not f orget i t. You will dir ect your

let ter to me, de ar br other , and I will se e that she gets i t.

Miss F.E. Watkins lef t our house y esterday for I thac a, and

other plac es in tha t par t o f the State. Frederick Doug lass,

Wm. J. Watkins and others w ere wi th us last w eek; Gerri t t

Smi th wi th others. Miss W atkins is doing gr eat good in our

par t o f the State. We think much inde ed of her . She is such a

good and g lorious spe aker, that w e are all charme d wi th her .

We have had thir ty-one fug itiv es in the last t wenty-seven

days; but y ou, no doubt, ha ve had many mor e than tha t. I

hope the g ood Lor d may bless you and spar e you long to do

good to the hun ted and outr aged among our br ethr en.

Yours trul y,

J.W. LOGUEN,

Agent o f the Under ground Rail Road.
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Samuel W. Johnson

ARRIVAL FROM THE ÒDAILY DISPATCHÓ
OFFICE.

ÒSamÓ was doing Slave labor at the o ff ice of the Richmond ÒDaily

Dispatch,Ó as a carrier o f tha t thor oughly pr o-sla very sheet. ÒSamÓ

had possessed himself someho w of a knowledge of r eading and

wri ting a li t tle, and f or the ne ws of the da y he had qui te an i tching

ear. Also wi th r egard to his fr eedom he w as quite solici tous. Being

of an ambi tious turn o f mind, he hir ed his time, f or which he paid

his master $175 per annum in r egular quar ter ly payments. Besides

paying this amoun t, he had to f ind himself in boar d, clothing, and

pay doc torÕs expenses. He had had mor e than one o wner in his

lif e. The last one, ho wever, he spoke of thus: ÒHis name is James B.

Foster , of Richmond, a v ery hard man. He owns thr ee mor e Slaves

besides myself.Ó In escaping, ÒSamÓ was obliged to le ave his wif e,

who w as owned by Christian Bour don. H is at tachmen t to her ,

judging fr om his fr equent w arm expr essions of affection, w as very

str ong. But, as str ong as it w as, he felt tha t he c ould not c onsent

to r emain in sla very any long er. ÒSamÓ had luckily come acr oss a

copy of Uncle T omÕs Cabin, and in perusing i t, all his notions wi th

regard to ÒMasters and Servants,Ó soon underwent an en tir e change,

and he began to c ast his eyes around him to se e how he mig ht

get his fr eedom. One who w as thor oughly awake as he was to the

idea of being fr ee, wi th a fair shar e of cour age, could no w and then

meet wi th the oppor tuni ty to esc ape by the ste amers or schooners

coming N or th. Thus Samuel f ound the w ay open and on one o f the

steamers came to Philadelphia. On arriving, he w as put at onc e in

the char ge of the Commi t tee. While in their hands he se emed f ille d

wi th astonishmen t at his o wn achie vements, and such spon taneous

expr essions as natur ally f lowed fr om his he art thrille d and amazed
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his new found friends, and abundan t satisfac tion w as afforded, tha t

Samuel Washington Johnson w ould do no discr edi t to his fug itiv e

comr ades in Canada. So the Commi t tee gladly aided him on his

journe y.

After arriving in Canada, Samuel wr ote fr equentl y and

intellig entl y. The subjoine d let ter to his wif e shows how deeply he

was at tached to her , and, at the same time, wha t his vie ws were of

Slavery. The member o f the Commi t tee to whom i t w as sent wi th

the r equest, tha t i t should be f orwarded to her , did not me et wi th

the oppor tuni ty of doing so. A c opy of i t w as preserved wi th other

Under ground Rail Road documen ts.

LETTER FROM SAMUEL W. JOHNSON
TO HIS WIFE.

My Dear Wife I now embr ace this g olden oppor tuni ty of

wri ting a f ew Lines to inf orm y ou tha t I am w ell at pr esent

engoying good health and hope tha t these f ew lines ma y f ind

you well also. My dearest wif e I have Left you and no w I am

in a foreign land about f our teen hundr ed miles fr om you but

thoug h my wif e my thoug hts are upon y ou all the time. M y

dearest Frances I hope you will r emember me no w gust as

same as you did when I w ere ther e wi th y ou because my

mind ar e wi th y ou nig ht and da y the Lo ve that I be ar for y ou

in m y br east is gr eater than I thoug ht i t w as if I had thoug ht

I had so much Lo ve for y ou I don t think I e ver could Lef t

being I ha ve escape I and has f led in to a land o f fr eedom. I

can but stop and look o ver m y past Lif e and say what a fool

I was for sta ying in bondag e as Long. My dear wif e I don t

want you to g et marrie d before you send me some le t ters

because I never shall g et marrie d un til I se e you again. My

mind don t deceive and i t appears to me as if I shall se e you
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again at m y time o f wri ting this le t ter I am desi tute o f mone y

I have not g ot in no business y et but when I do g et in to

business I shall wri te you and also r emember y ou. Tell m y

Mother and B rother and all enquiring friends tha t I am no w

safe in fr ee state. I c ant tell wher e I am at pr esent but Dir ect

your Le t ters to Mr . William Still in P hiladelphia and I will g et

them. Answ er this as soon as y ou can if y ou ple ase for if y ou

wri te the same da y you r eceive it i t will tak e a for tnig ht to

reach me. No mor e to r elate at pr esent but still r emain your

affectiona te husband. Mr . Still ple ase defore this pie ce out if

you please

SAMUEL WASHINGTON JOHNSON.

Whether Samuel e ver met wi th the oppor tuni ty of communic ating

wi th his wif e, the wri ter c annot say. But o f all the trials which Sla ves

had to endur e, the separ ations o f husbands and wiv es were the most

dif f icult to be ar up under . Althoug h feeling k eenly the loss o f his

wif e, SamuelÕs breast swelled wi th the thoug ht o f fr eedom, as will

be seen fr om the le t ter which he wr ote imme diatel y after landing in

Canada:

ST. CATHARINE, UPPER CANADA WEST.

MR. WILLIAM STILL:Ñ I am no w in saf ety. I arriv ed at home

safe on the 11th inst at 12 oÕclock M. So I hope tha t you will

now tak e it upon y ourself to inf orm me some thing o f tha t

let ter I lef t at your house tha t nig ht when I lef t ther e and

wri te me w ord how you are and how is your wif e. I wish y ou

may excuse this le t ter f or I am so full tha t I c annot e xpr ess

my mind a t all. I am onl y got $1.50 and I feel as if I had an

independen t f or tune but I don Õt want you to think tha t I am

going to be idle be cause I am on fr ee ground and I shall

always work thoug h I am not g ot nothing to do a t pr esent.

Dir ect your le t ter to the post o ff ice as soon as possible.

SAMUEL W. JOHNSON.
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Family from Baltimore

STEPHEN AMOS, alias HENRY JOHNSON, HARRIET, alias MARY

JANE JOHNSON (man and wif e), and their f our childr en, ANN

REBECCA, WM. H., ELIZABETH and MARY ELLEN. Doubtless, in

the eyes of a Slaveholder , a more Òlikely-lookingÓ famil y could not

readily be found in Baltimor e, than the one to be no w brief ly

notic ed. The mother and her childr en were owned by a young slave-

holder , who w ent by the name o f William Giddings, and r esided

in Princ e GeorgeÕs county, Md. Harrie t ackno wledged, tha t she had

been tr eated Òtolerably well in e arlier da ysÓ for one in her c ondi tion;

but, as in so man y instanc es in the e xperienc e of Slaves, lat ter ly,

times had chang ed wi th her and she w as compelle d to ser ve under

a new master who o ft-times tr eated her Òvery severely.Ó On one

occasion, seven years pr eviousl y, a brother o f her o wner f or a

trif ling o ffence struck and kick ed her so brutall y, that she w as

imme diatel y thr own in to a f it o f sickness, which laste d Òall one

summerÓÑfr om this she f inall y recovered.

On another oc casion, about one y ear pr evious to her esc ape,

she was seized by her o wner and thrust in to prison to be sold.

In this instanc e the in terf erence of the Uncle o f Harrie tÕs master

saved her fr om the a uction block. The y oung master , was under

age, and at the same time under the guar dianship o f his Uncle. The

young master had e arly acquir ed an ardent taste f or fast horses,

gambling, e tc. H arrie t f elt, tha t her chanc es for the futur e in the

hands of such a brutal master c ould not be other than miser able.

Her husband had f ormer ly been owned by John S. Giddings, who

was said to have been a Òmild man.Ó He had allowed Stephen (her

husband) to bu y himself, and f or eig hteen mon ths prior to the f light,

he had been what w as called a fr ee man. It should also be fur ther

stated in justic e to Stephen Õs master, that he w as so disgusted wi th

the manner in which S tephen Õs wif e was treated, tha t he w ent so

far as to c ounsel Stephen to esc ape wi th his wif e and childr en.
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Here at le ast is one instanc e wher e a Maryland slave-holder lends

his inf luenc e to the Under ground Rail Road cause. The counsel

was accepted, and the famil y star ted on their perilous f light. And

althoug h the y necessarily had manif est trials and dif f iculties to

discour age and beset them, the y bat tle d br avely wi th all these odds

and r eached the V igilanc e Commi t tee safely. Harrie t w as a bright

mulat to, wi th mar ked featur es of char acter , and well made, wi th

good addr ess and qui te in tellig ent. She was about t wenty-six y ears

of age. The childr en also were remarkably f ine-looking li t tle

creatur es, but too y oung to kno w the horr ors of Slavery. The

Commi t tee at onc e relieved them o f their he avy load o f anxie ty by

cheering w ords and administering to their ne cessities wi th r egard

to f ood, mone y, etc. Af ter the famil y had somewhat r ecovered fr om

the fa tigue and tr avel-w orn c ondi tion in which the y arriv ed, and

were prepared to r esume their journe y, the Commi t tee gave them

the stric test c aution wi th r egard to avoiding sla ve-hun ters, and also

in r eference to such poin ts on the r oad wher e they would be most

in dang er of going astr ay fr om a lack o f kno wledge of the w ay. Then,

wi th indescri bable feelings o f sympath y, free tick ets were tender ed

them, and the y having been conduc ted to the depot, w ere sent on

their w ay rejoicing.
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Elijah Hilton

FROM RICHMOND.

After man y years of har d toiling f or the suppor t o f others, the

yoke pressed so heavily upon Elijah Õs shoulders, tha t he c ould not

endur e Slave lif e any long er. In the hope o f get ting rid o f his

bondage, by dexter ous management and a r esolute mind, which

most de termine d and thoug htful men e xercise when under taking

to accomplish gr eat objects, he set about c ontriving to gain his

fr eedom. I n pr oof of ElijahÕs truthfulness, the ad vertisemen t o f Mr .

R.J. Christians is her e offered, as taken fr om a Richmond paper ,

about the time tha t Elijah passed thr ough Philadelphia on the

Under ground Rail Road, in 1857.

RAN AWAYÑ$500 REWARD.ÑLeft

the Tobacco Factor y of the subscri ber on the 14th inst., on

the pr etenc e of being sick, a mula t to man, name d ELIJAH,

the pr oper ty of Maj. Edward Johnson, o f Chesterf ield c ounty.

He is about 5 f eet 8 or 10 inches hig h, spare made, bushy

hair , and very genteel appearance; he is supposed to be
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making his w ay Nor th. The abo ve reward will be paid if

delivered at m y factor y.

Ro. J. CHRISTIANS.

jy 21Ñts.

From his infanc y up to the hour o f his escape, not a br eath o f fr ee

air had he ever been permi t ted to br eathe. H e was first o wned by

Mrs. Car oline Johnson, Òa sting y wido w, the owner o f about f if ty

slaves, and a member o f Dr . PlummerÕs chur ch.Ó Elijah, at her de ath,

was wille d to her son, Major J ohnson, who w as in the Uni ted States

service. Elijah spoke of him as a Òfavorable man,Ó but added, ÒIÕd

rather be fr ee. I believe I can tr eat m yself bet ter than he c an or

anybody else.Ó For the last nine teen years he had been hir ed out,

sometimes as w aiter , sometimes in a tobac co factor y, and for f ive

years in the Coal Mines.

At the mines he w as treated very brutall y, but at Cornelius H allÕs

Tobacco factor y, the suf fering he had to endur e seems almost

incr edible. The poor f ellow, wi th the sc ars upon his person and the

unmistakable e arnestness o f his manner , only needed to be seen and

heard to satisf y the most incr edulous o f the truth o f his stor y. For

refusing to be f logged, one time a t H allÕs Factor y, the overseer, in a

rage, Òtook up a hickor y club Ó and laid his head Òopen on e ach side.Ó

Overpo wered and w ounde d, he was strippe d naked and compelle d

to r eceive THREE HUNDRED LASHES, by which he w as liter ally

excoria ted fr om head to f oot. For six mon ths af ter wards he was Òlaid

up.Ó Last year he w as hired out f or Òone hundr ed and eig hty dollars,Ó

out o f which he Òreceived but f ive dollars.Ó This year he br ought

Òone hundr ed and nine ty dollars.Ó Up to the time he esc aped, he had

received Òtwo dollars,Ó and the promise o f Òmor e at Christmas. Ó Left

brothers and sisters, all ignor ant o f his w ay of escape. The follo wing

pass brought away by Elijah speaks for i tself, and will doubtless be

inter esting to some o f our r eaders who ar e ignor ant o f wha t used to

be Republic an usages in the Òland of the Free.Ó

RICHMOND, July 3d, 1857.

Permi t the Be arer Elijah to pass to and fr om m y FACTORY,
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to Frederick Williams, I n the Vallie , for one mon th, un till 11

oÕclock a t nig ht.

By A.B. Wells,

R.J. CHRISTIAN.

[PINE APPLE FACTORY.]

As usual, the Vigilanc e Commi t tee tender ed aid to Elijah, and

forwarded him on to Canada, whenc e he wr ote back as follo ws:

TORONTO, Canada West, July 28. Dear friend in due r espect

to y our humani ty and nobili ty I no w tak e my pen in hand

to inf orm y ou of my health. I am en joying a r easonable

propor tion o f health at this time and hope when these f ew

lines come to hand the y may f ind y ou and famil y the same

dear Sir I am in T oronto and ar e working at m y ole br anch of

business wi th men y of my friends. I w ant you to send those

to tor onto to Mr T uehar ts on Ed ward St wha t I ha ve been

talking about is m y Clothes I c ame fr om Richmond V a and

expect m y things to c ome to y ou. So when the y come to y ou

then y ou will send them to J esse Tuehar t Edward St no 43.

I must close b y saying I ha ve no mor e at pr esent. I still

remain your br other ,

ELIJAH HILTON.
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Solomon Brown

ARRIVED PER CITY OF RICHMOND.

This candidate f or Canada managed to secur e a priv ate ber th

on the ste amship Ci ty of Richmond. H e was thus enabled to le ave

his old mistr ess, Mary A. Ely, in Norf olk, the plac e of her abode,

and the f ield o f his ser vitude. Solomon w as only t wenty-t wo years

of age, rather under the me dium siz e, dark color , and of much

natur al abili ty. He viewed Slavery as a great har dship, and f or a

length o f time had be en watching f or an oppor tuni ty to fr ee himself.

He had been in the habi t o f hiring his time o f his mistr ess, for

which he paid ten dollars per mon th. This amoun t faile d to satisf y

the mistr ess, as she was incline d to sell him to N or th Car olina,

wher e Slave stock, at tha t time, w as commanding hig h pric es. The

idea of Nor th Car olina and a ne w master made Solomon r ather

ner vous, and he w as ther eby pr ompte d to esc ape. On reaching the

Commi t tee he manif ested very hig h appr eciation o f the a t ten tion

paid him, and af ter dul y resting f or a day, he was sent on his w ay

rejoicing. Seven days after le aving Philadelphia, he wr ote back fr om

Canada as follo ws:

ST. CATHARINES, Feb. 20th, 1854.

MR. STILLÑDEAR SIR:ÑIt is wi th gr eat ple asure that I ha ve

to inf orm y ou, tha t I ha ve arriv ed safe in a land o f fr eedom.

Thanks to kind friends tha t helpe d me her e. Thank God tha t

I am tr eading on fr ee soil. I expect to g o to w ork to-morr ow

in a steam factor y.

I would lik e to have you, if i t is not too much tr ouble,

see Mr . Minhe t t, the ste ward on the boa t tha t I c ame out

on, when he g ets to N orf olk, to g o to the plac e wher e my

clothes ar e, and bring them to y ou, and you dir ect them

to the c are of Rev. Hir am Wilson, St. Catharines, Niagar a

Distric t, Canada West, by rail-r oad via Suspension Bridg e.

You men tione d if I saw Mr . Foreman. I w as to deliv er a
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messageÑhe is not her e. I saw t wo yesterday in chur ch, fr om

Norf olk, tha t I had kno wn ther e. You will send m y name,

James Henr y, as you kne w me b y tha t name; dir ect m y things

to James Henr y. My love to your wif e and childr en.

Yours Respectfull y,

SOLOMON BROWN.

Solomon Brown | 263



William Hogg, Alias John
Smith

TRAVELER FROM MARYLAND.

William f led fr om Lewis Rober ts, who f ollo wed farming in

Baltimor e county, Md. In speaking o f him, W illiam ga ve him the

character o f being a Òfier ce and rough man,Ó who owned nine he ad

of slaves. Two of William Õs sisters w ere held by Rober ts, when he

lef t. H is excuse for running a way was, Òill-treatmen t.Ó In tr aveling

Nor th, he w alked to Columbia ( in Pennsylvania), and ther e took

the c ars for Philadelphia. The Commi t tee took char ge of him, and

having g iven him the usual aid, sen t him hopefull y on his w ay. After

safely reaching Canada, the thoug ht o f his wif e in a land of bondag e,

pressed so deeply upon his mind, tha t he w as prompte d to mak e an

effor t to r escue her. The follo wing le t ter , wri t ten on his behalf b y

the Rev. H. Wilson, indic ates his f eelings and wishes wi th r egard to

her:

ST. CATHARINES, Canada West, 24th July, 1854.

DEAR FRIEND, WILLIAM STILL:Ñ Your enc our aging le t ter ,

to John Smi th, w as duly received by him, and I am r equested

to wri te again on his behalf. H is color ed friend in Baltimor e

county, who w ould fa vor his designs, is Thomas Cook, whom

he wishes y ou to addr ess, Baltimor e post-o ff ice, care of Mr .

Thomas Spicer.

He has received a let ter fr om Thomas Cook, da ted the 6th

of June, but i t w as a long time r eaching him. H e wishes you

to say to Cook, tha t he got his le t ter , and tha t he w ould lik e

to have him c all on his wif e and make known to her , that he

is in good health, doing w ell her e, and would lik e to have her

come on as soon as she can.

As she is a free woman, ther e will, doubtless, be no

dif f icult y in her c oming rig ht thr ough. He is working in the
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neighbor hood o f St. Catharines, but t welve miles fr om

Niagara Falls. You will ple ase recollect to addr ess Thomas

Cook, in the c are of Thomas Spicer, Baltimor e Post-o ff ice.

Smi thÕs wif e is at, or ne ar the plac e he came fr om, and,

doubtless, Thomas Cook kno ws all about her c ondi tion and

cir cumstanc es. Please wri te again to John Smi th, in m y care,

if you please, and request Thomas Cook to do the same.

Very respectfull y yours in the c ause of philan thr opy.

HIRAM WILSON.
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Two Female Passengers From
Maryland

As the way of tr avel, vi‰the Under ground Rail Road, under the most

favorable cir cumstanc es, even for the sterner se x, was hard enoug h

to test the str ongest ner ves, and to tr y the fai th o f the br avest of

the br ave, every woman, who w on her fr eedom, by this perilous

under taking, deser ves commemor ation. I t is, ther efore, a pleasure

to thus tr ansfer fr om the old R ecord book the names o f Ann Johnson

and Lavina Woolf ley, who f led fr om Mar yland in 1857. Their liv es,

however, had not be en in an y way very remarkable. Ann w as tall, and

of a dark chestnut c olor , wi th an in tellig ent countenanc e, and about

twenty-f our y ears of age. She had fille d various si tuations as a Slave.

Sometimes she w as requir ed to ser ve in the ki tchen, a t other times

she was requir ed to toil in the f ield, wi th the plo w, hoe, and the lik e.

Samuel Harrington, o f Cambridg e Distric t, Mar yland, w as the name

of the man f or whose benef it Ann labor ed during her y ounger days.

She had no hesi tation in sa ying, tha t he w as a very Òill-natur ed man;Ó

he however, was a member o f the Òold time M ethodist Chur ch.Ó In

Slave proper ty he had in vested onl y to the e xten t o f some f ive or

six head. About thr ee years pr evious to Ann Õs escape, one of her

brothers f led and w ent to Canada. This cir cumstanc e so enraged the

owner , that he de clared he would Òsell allÓ he owned. According ly

Ann was soon put on the a uction block, and w as bought by a man

who w ent by the name o f William M oor e. Moor e was a marrie d man,

who, wi th his wif e, was addicted to in temper ance and carousing.

Ann found tha t she had simpl y got Òout o f the f ir e into the fr ying-

pan.Ó She was really at a loss to tell when her lot w as the har der,

whether under the Ò rum drink er,Ó or the old time M ethodist. I n this

state o f mind she de cided to le ave all and go to Canada, the r efuge

for the f leeing bondman. L avina, AnnÕs companion, w as the wif e

of James Woolf ley. She and her husband se t out tog ether , wi th six
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others, and w ere of the par ty of eight who w ere betr ayed in to Do ver

jail, as has already been descri bed in these pag es. After f ighting

their w ay out o f the jail, the y separated (for pruden tial r easons). The

husband o f Lavina, imme diatel y after the c onf lic t at the jail, passe d

on to Canada, le aving his wif e under the pr otection o f friends. S ince

that time se veral mon ths had elapse d, but o f each other nothing

had been kno wn, bef ore she received inf orma tion on her arriv al

at Philadelphia. The Commi t tee was glad to inf orm her , that her

husband had saf ely passed on to Canada, and tha t she w ould be

aided on also, wher e they could en joy fr eedom in a fr ee countr y.
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Captain F. and the Mayor of
Norfolk

TWENTY-O NE PASSENGERS SECRETED IN A BOAT. NOVEMBER,

1855.

CAPTAIN F. was certainl y no or dinar y man. Althoug h he had been

living a sea-faring lif e for man y years, and the mar ks of this c alling

were plainl y enoug h visi ble in his manners and spe ech, he w as,

nevertheless, unlik e the gr eat mass of this class o f men, not addic ted

to in temper ance and pr ofani ty. On the c ontr ary, he was a man of

thoug ht, and possessed, in a lar ge measure, those humane tr aits of

character which le ad men to sympa thiz e wi th suf fering humani ty

wher ever met wi th.

It must be admi t ted, however, that the f irst impr essions gather ed

fr om a hasty sur vey of his r ough and rugg ed appearance, his large

head, large mouth, lar ge eyes, and heavy eye-br ows, wi th a natur al

gif t at k eeping c oncealed the inner -w orkings o f his mind and

feelings, w ere not c alculated to inspir e the belief, tha t he w as fit ted

to be en truste d wi th the liv es of unpr otected females, and helpless

childr en; tha t he c ould tak e pleasure in risking his o wn lif e to r escue

them fr om the hell o f Slavery; tha t he c ould deli beratel y enter the

enemyÕs domain, and wi th the fai th o f a mar tyr, face the dr ead

slave-holder , wi th his Bo wie-kniv es and revolversÑ Slave-hun ters,

and blood-hounds, l ynchings, and peni ten tiaries, f or humani tyÕs

sake. But his de eds proved him to be a true friend o f the Slave;

whilst his skill, br avery, and success stamped him as one o f the most

daring and her oic Captains e ver connected wi th the Under ground

Rail Road cause.

At the time he w as doing most f or humani ty in r escuing

bondsmen fr om Slavery, Slave-laws were actuall y being the most

rig idl y execute d. To show mer cy, in any sense, to man or w oman,

who mig ht be c aught assisting a poor Sla ve to f lee fr om the prison-
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house, was a mat ter not to be thoug ht o f in V ir ginia. This w as

perf ectl y well understood b y Captain F.; indeed he did not hesi tate

to say, that his hazar dous oper ations mig ht any day result in the

Òsacrif iceÓ of his lif e. But on this poin t he seemed to g ive himself

no mor e concern than he w ould ha ve done to kno w which w ay

the wind w ould blo w the ne xt day. He had his own c onvictions

about d ying and the futur e, and he declared, tha t he had Òno fear

of death,Ó however i t mig ht come. Still, he w as not dispose d to be

reckless or ne edlessly to imperil his lif e, or the liv es of those he

under took to aid. N or w as he averse to r eceiving c ompensation f or

his services. In Richmond, N orf olk, Petersbur g, and other plac es

wher e he tr aded, many slaves were full y awake to their c ondi tion.

The gr eat slave sales were the agencies tha t ser ved to awaken a

large number . Then the v arious me chanic al tr ades were necessarily

given to the Sla ves, for the master had no taste f or Ògreasy, nor thern

mechanics.Ó Then, again, the stores had to be supplie d wi th por ters,

draymen, etc., fr om the sla ve popula tion. I n the he arts of many of

the mor e intellig ent amongst the sla ves, the men, as mechanics, etc.,

the w omen, as dr ess-makers, chamber -maids, e tc., not wi thstanding

all the opposi tion and har d laws, the spiri t o f Freedom w as steadily

burning. Man y of the sla ves were half br others, and sisters, c ousins,

nephews, and nie ces to their o wners, and o f course Òblood would

tell.Ó

It w as only necessary for the fac t to be made kno wn to a sing le

reliable and in tellig ent slave, that a man wi th a boat running N or th

had the lo ve of Freedom f or all mankind in his bosom to mak e that

man an object o f the gr eatest in ter est. If an angel had appeared

amongst them doubtless his pr esence would not ha ve inspir ed

greater anxie ty and hope than did the pr esence of Captain F. The

class most anxious to obtain fr eedom c ould g enerally manage to

acquir e some means which the y would willing ly offer to c aptains or

conduc tors in the South f or such assistanc e as was indispensable

to their esc ape. Many of the sla ves learned if the y could manag e

to cr oss Mason and Dix onÕs line, even thoug h the y mig ht be ut ter ly

desti tute and penniless, tha t the y would then r eceive aid and
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protection fr om the V igilanc e Commi t tee. Here it may be well to

state tha t, whilst the Commi t tee gladly received and aided all who

mig ht come or be br ought to them, the y never emplo yed agents or

captains to g o in to the South wi th a vie w of enticing or running

off slaves. So when captains oper ated, the y did so wi th the full

understanding tha t the y alone w ere responsible for any failur es

at tending their mo vements.

THE MAYOR AND POLICE OF NORFOLK SEARCHING CAPT.

FOUNTAINÕS SCHOONER.

(Twenty-eig ht fug itiv es were concealed in this v essel.)

The way is now cle ar to pr esent Captain F . wi th his schooner l ying

at the wharf in N orf olk, loading wi th whe at, and at the same time

wi th t wenty-one fug itiv es secreted ther ein. While the boa t w as thus

lying at her mooring, the rumor w as flying all o ver to wn tha t a

number o f slaves had escaped, which cr eated a general exci temen t

a degree less, perhaps, than if the ci tiz ens had been visi ted by an

earthquak e. The mayor o f the ci ty wi th a posse of off icers wi th

axes and long spears repair ed to Captain F .Õs boat. The f earless

commander r eceived his H onor v ery cooll y, and as gracefull y as

the cir cumstanc es would admi t. The ma yor gave him to understand

who he w as, and by what authori ty he appeared on the boa t, and
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what he me ant to do. ÒVery well,Ó replied Captain F., Òhere I am and

this is m y boat, go ahead and search.Ó His Honor wi th his deputies

looked quickl y around, and then an or der w ent f or th fr om the ma yor

to Òspear the whe at thor oughly.Ó The deputies obeyed the c ommand

wi th alacri ty. But the spe ars br ought nei ther blood nor gr oans, and

the sagacious ma yor ob viousl y conclude d tha t he w as Òbarking up

the wr ong tr ee.Ó But the ma yor w as not ther e for nothing. ÒTake

the axes and go to w ork,Ó was the next or der; and the ax e was used

wi th terri ble ef fect by one of the deputies. The de ck and other

par ts of the boa t w ere choppe d and spli t; no gr eater judgmen t

being exercised when using the ax e than when spe aring the whe at;

Captain F. all the while w earing an air o f ut ter indif ference or r ather

of entir e composur e. Indeed every step the y took pr oved

conclusiv ely tha t the y were wholl y ignor ant wi th r egard to boa t

searching. At this poin t, wi th r emarkable shr ewdness, Captain F. saw

wher ein he c ould still fur ther c onfuse them b y a bold str ateg ical

move. As though about out o f patienc e wi th the ma yorÕs blunders,

the c aptain instan tl y reminde d his H onor tha t he had Òstood still

long enoug hÓ while his boat w as being Òdamaged, choppe d up,Ó &c.

ÒNow if y ou w ant to se arch,Ó continue d he, Ògive me the ax e, and

then poin t out the spot y ou want opene d and I will open i t f or

you very quick.Ó While ut tering these w ords he pr esented, as he

was capable of doing, an indignan t and def iant countenanc e, and

intima ted tha t i t mat ter ed not wher e or when a man die d pr ovided

he was in the rig ht, and as thoug h he wishe d to g ive particular ly

str ong emphasis to wha t he w as saying, he r aised the ax e, and

brought i t do wn edge foremost on the de ck wi th star tling ef fect,

at the same time c ausing the splin ters to f ly fr om the boar ds. The

mayor and his posse se emed, if not dr eadfull y frig htened,

comple tel y confounde d, and by the time Captain F . had again

brought do wn his ax e wi th incr eased power, demanding wher e they

would ha ve him open, the y look ed as thoug h i t w as time f or them to

retir e, and in a few minutes af ter the y actuall y gave up the se arch

and lef t the boa t wi thout f inding a soul. D aniel in the lionsÕ den was

not saf er than w ere the t wenty-one passeng ers secreted on Captain
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F.Õs boat. The law had been carrie d out wi th a vengeance, but did not

avail wi th this skille d captain. The Òfive dollarsÓ were paid f or being

searched, the amoun t which w as lawfull y requir ed of every captain

sailing fr om Vir ginia. And the c aptain ste ered dir ect f or the Ci ty

of Brother ly Love. The wind o f heaven favoring the g ood cause, he

arriv ed safely in due time, and deliv ered his pr ecious fr eight in the

vicini ty of Philadelphia wi thin the r each of the V igilanc e Commi t tee.

The names of the passengers were as follo ws:

ALAN TATUM, DANIEL CARR, MICHAEL VAUGHN, THOMAS

NIXON, FREDERICK NIXON, PETER PETTY, NATHANIEL

GARDENER, JOHN BROWN, THOMAS FREEMAN, JAMES FOSTER,

GODFREY SCOTT, WILLIS WILSON, NANCY LITTLE, JOHN SMITH,

FRANCIS HAINES, DAVID JOHNSON, PHILLIS GAULT, ALICE JONES,

NED WILSON, and SARAH C. WILSON, and one other , who

subsequentl y passed on, having been detaine d on account o f

sickness. These passengers were most Òlikely-looking ar ticles;Ó a

number o f them, doubtless, w ould ha ve commande d the v ery

highest pric es in the Richmond mar ket. Among them w ere some

good me chanicsÑone e xcellent dr ess-maker, some Òprime Ó waiters

and chambermaids;Ñmen and w omen wi th br ains, some of them

evincing r emarkable in tellig ence and decided br avery, just the kind

of passengers tha t gave the gr eatest satisfac tion to the V igilanc e

Commi t tee. The in ter view wi th these passeng ers was extr emely

inter esting. Each one gave his or her e xperienc e of Slavery, the

escape, etc., in his or her o wn w ay, deeply impr essing those who

had the privileg e of seeing and he aring them, wi th the fac t o f the

growing spiri t o f Li ber ty, and the w onderful per ception and

intellig ence possessed by some of the sons o f toil in the South.

While all the names o f these passengers were duly enter ed on the

Under ground Rail Road records, the number w as too lar ge, and the

time the y spent wi th the a t tempts to esc ape were made by Daniel,

after being sold to N or th Car olina; f or this o ffence, he was on one

occasion strippe d naked, and f logged severely. This did not cur e

him. Prior to his joining Captain F .Õs party, he had f led to the sw amps,

and dwelt ther e for thr ee months, surr ounde d wi th wild animals
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and r eptiles, and i t w as this sta te o f soli tude tha t he lef t dir ectl y

before finding Captain F . Daniel had a wif e in Por tsmouth, to whom

he succeeded in pa ying a priv ate visi t, when, to his unspe akable joy,

he made the ac quain tanc e of the noble Captain F ., whose big he art

was delighted to g ive him a passage Nor th. Daniel, af ter being sold,

had been allowed, wi thin the t wo years, only one oppor tuni ty of

visi ting his wif e; being thus debarr ed he r esolved to esc ape. His wif e,

whose name w as Hannah, had thr ee childr enÑslavesÑtheir names

were Sam, Dan, and Òbaby.Ó The name of the la t ter w as unknown to

him.

MICHAEL VAUGHN. Michael w as about thir ty-one y ears of age,

wi th superior ph ysical pr opor tions, and no lack o f common sense.

His color w as without palenessÑdar k and unfading, and his manl y

appearance was quite striking. Michael belong ed to a lad y, whom

he descri bed as a Òvery disagr eeable woman.Ó ÒFor all m y lif e I have

belonged to her , but f or the last eig ht years I have hir ed my time.

I paid m y mistr ess $120 a year; a par t o f the time I had to f ind m y

board and all m y clothing. Ó This was the dir ect, and une quivocal

testimon y tha t Michael ga ve of his slave lif e, which w as the

foundation f or alleg ing tha t his mistr ess was a Òvery disagr eeable

woman.Ó

Michael lef t a wif e and one child in Sla very; but the y were not

owned by his mistr ess. Before escaping, he f elt afr aid to le ad his

companion in to the se cret o f his c ontempla ted movements, as he

felt, tha t ther e was no possible way for him to do an ything f or her

deliverance; on the other hand, an y revelation o f the ma t ter mig ht

prove too exci ting f or the poor soul;Ñher name w as Esther. That he

did not lose his af fection f or her whom he w as obliged to le ave so

unceremoniousl y, is shown by the appende d let ter:

NEW BEDFORD, August 22d, 1855.

DEAR SIR:ÑI send you this to inf orm y ou tha t I e xpect

my wif e to c ome tha t w ay. If she should, y ou will dir ect

her to me. W hen I c ame thr ough your ci ty last Fall, you

took m y name in y our o ff ice, which w as then g iven you,
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Michael V aughn; sinc e then m y name is W illiam B rown, No.

130 Kempton str eet. Please give my wif e and childÕs name to

Dr. Lundy, and tell him to a t tend to i t f or me. H er name is

Esther , and the childÕs name Louisa.

Trul y yours,

WILLIAM B ROWN.

Michael w orked in a f oundr y. In chur ch fellowship he w as

connected wi th the M ethodistsÑhis mistr ess with the Baptists.

THOMAS NIXON was about nine teen years of age, of a dark hue,

and qui te in tellig ent. He had not much e xcuse to mak e for le aving,

except, tha t he w as Òtired of stayingÓ with his Òowner ,Ó as he Òfeared

he mig ht be sold some da y,Ó so he ÒthoughtÓ that he mig ht as well

save him the tr ouble. Thomas belong ed to a Mr . Bockover, a

wholesale gr ocer, No. 12 Brewer str eet. Thomas lef t behind him his

mother and thr ee brothers. H is father w as sold away when he w as

an infan t, consequentl y he never saw him. Thomas w as a member o f

the M ethodist Chur ch; his master w as of the same persuasion.

FREDERICK NIXON was about thir ty-thr ee years of age, and

belonged trul y to the wide-a wake class of slaves, as his marked

physical and men tal appe arance indic ated. He had a mor e urgent

excuse for escaping than Thomas; he de clared tha t he f led because,

his owner w anted Òto work him har d wi thout allo wing him an y

chance, and had tr eated him r ough.Ó Frederick w as also one of Mr .

BockoverÕs chat tels; he lef t his wif e, Elizabeth, wi th f our childr en

in bondag e. They were living in Ea ton town, Nor th Car olina. I t had

been almost one y ear sinc e he had seen them. H ad he remained in

Norf olk he had not the slig htest pr ospect o f being r euni ted to his

wif e and childr en, as he had been alr eady separated fr om them f or

about thr ee years. This painful sta te o f affairs onl y incr eased his

desir e to le ave those who w ere brutal enoug h to mak e such havoc

in his domestic r elations.

PETER PETTY was about t wenty-f our y ears of age, and wore a

happy countenanc e; he was a person of agreeable manners, and

wi thal pr et ty smar t. He acknowledged, tha t he had be en owned by
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Joseph Boukle y, Hair I nspector . Peter did not g ive Mr . Boukley a

very good char acter , however; he said, tha t Mr . B. was Òrowdyish in

his habi ts, was deceitful and sl y, and would sell his sla ves any time.

Hard bondag eÑsome thing lik e the childr en of Israel,Ó was his simple

excuse for f leeing. He hir ed his time o f his master , for which he

was compelle d to pa y $156 a year. When he lost time b y sickness

or r ainy weather , he was requir ed to mak e up the def icienc y, also

f ind his clothing. H e left a wif eÑLaviniaÑand one child, Eliza, both

slaves. Peter c ommunic ated to his wif e his secret in ten tion to le ave,

and she acquiesced in his g oing. H e left his par ents also. All his

sisters and br others had be en sold. Peter w ould ha ve been sold too,

but his o wner w as under the impr ession, tha t he w as Òtoo good a

Christian Ó to violate the la ws by running a way. PeterÕs master w as

qui te a devoted Methodist, and w as at tached to the same Chur ch

wi th Peter . While on the subje ct o f r elig ion, Peter w as asked about

the kind and char acter o f pr eaching tha t he had be en accustome d to

hear; wher eupon he gave the f ollo wing gr aphic specimen: ÒServants

obey your masters; g ood ser vants make good masters; when y our

mistr ess speaks to you don Õt pout out your mouths; when y ou w ant

to go to chur ch ask your mistr ess and master,Ó etc., etc. Peter

declared, tha t he had ne ver heard but one pr eacher speak against

slavery, and tha t Òone was obliged to le ave suddenl y for the N or th.Ó

He said, that a Quaker lady spoke in meeting against Sla very one

day, which r esulted in an outbr eak, and f inal br eaking up o f the

meeting.

PHILLIS GAULT. Phillis w as a widow, about thir ty years of age;

the blood o f t wo races flowed in about e qual pr opor tions thr ough

her veins. Such w as her personal appe arance, refinemen t, manners,

and in tellig ence, that had the fac ts of her sla ve lif e been unkno wn,

she would ha ve readily passed for one who had possesse d superior

advantages. But the fac ts in her histor y pr oved, tha t she had be en

made to f eel very keenly the horrif ying ef fects of Slavery; not in the

field, f or she had ne ver w orked ther e; nor as a common drudg e, for

she had always been requir ed to f ill hig her spher es; she was a dress-

makerÑbut not wi thout f ear of the a uction block. This dr eaded
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destin y was the motiv e which c onstr ained her to esc ape wi th the

twenty others; se creted in the hold o f a vessel expr essly arr anged

for bring ing away slaves. Death had r obbed her o f her husband

at the time tha t the f ever r aged so fearfull y in N orf olk. This sad

event depriv ed her o f the hope she had o f being pur chased by her

husband, as he had in tende d. She was haunted by the c onstan t

thoug ht o f again being sold, as she had onc e been, and as she had

wi tnessed the sale o f her sisterÕs four childr en after the de ath o f

their mother .

Phillis w as, to use her o wn striking e xpr ession in a sta te o f Ògreat

horr or;Ó she felt, tha t nothing w ould r elieve her but fr eedom. Af ter

having full y ponder ed the pr ospect o f her fr eedom and the onl y

mode o ffered by which she c ould esc ape, she consented to endur e

bravely whatever of suf fering and trial mig ht fall to her lot in the

under takingÑand as w as the case with thousands o f others, she

succeeded. She remained several days in the famil y of a member

of the Commi t tee in Philadelphia, fa vorably impr essing all who saw

her. As she had forme d a very hig h opinion o f Boston, fr om having

heard i t so thor oughly reviled in N orf olk, she desir ed to g o ther e.

The Commi t tee made no obje ctions, gave her a fr ee tick et, etc. From

that time to the pr esent, she has ever sustaine d a good Christian

character , and as an industrious, uprig ht, and in tellig ent w oman,

she has been and is hig hly respected by all who kno w her . The

follo wing le t ter is char acteristic o f her:

BOSTON, March 22, 1858.

MY DEAR SIRÑI r eceived your photogr aph by Mr Cooper

and i t af forded me much ple asure to do so i hope tha t these

few lines ma y f ind y ou and y our famil y well as it le aves me

and li t tle Dicky a t pr esent i ha ve no in ter esting ne ws to tell

you mor e than ther e is a great r evival of r elig ion thr ough

the land i all most f orgoten to thank y ou for y our kindness

and our li t tle Dick he is v ery wild and g oes to school and i t

is my desir e and pr ayer f or him to gr ow up a useful man i

wish y ou would tr y to gain some inf orma tion fr om Norf olk
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and wri te me w ord how the times ar e ther e for i am afr aid

to wri te. i wish y oo would see the Doc tor f or me and ask

him if he c ould c arefull y f ind out an y way tha t w e could ste al

li t tle Johny for i think to r aise nine or ten hundr ed dollars f or

such a child is outr aigust. just a t this time i f eel as if i w ould

rather ste al him than to bu y him. g ive my kinde r egards to

the Dr and his famil y tell Miss Mar gret and Mrs L andy tha t i

would lik e to see them out her e this summer again to ha ve a

nice time in Cambridg e Miss Walker tha t spen t the e vening

wi th me in Cambridg e sens much lo ve to y oo and Mrs. L andy

give my kindes r egards to Mrs S till and childr en and r eceive

a por tion f or y oo self. i have no mor e to say at pr esent but

remain yoor r espectfull y.

FLARECE P. GAULT.

When you wri te dir ect yoo let ters Mrs. Flar ece P. Gault,

No 62 Pinkney St.
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Arrivals from Different Places

MATILDA MAHONEY,ÑDR. J.W. PENNINGTONÕS BROTHER AND

SONS CAPTURED AND CARRIED BACK.

While man y sympathiz ed wi th the sla ve in his chains, and fr eely

wept o ver his destin y, or gave money to help bu y his fr eedom,

but f ew could be f ound who w ere willing to tak e the risk o f going

into the South, and standing fac e to fac e wi th Slavery, in or der

to c onduc t a panting sla ve to fr eedom. The under taking w as too

fearful to think o f in most c ases. But ther e were instanc es when

men and w omen too, mo ved by the lo ve of fr eedom, w ould tak e

their liv es in their hands, be ard the lion in his den, and nobl y rescue

the oppr essed. Such an instanc e is found in the c ase of Matilda

Mahone y, in Baltimor e.

The stor y of Matilda must be v ery brief, althoug h i t is full o f

thrilling in ter est. She was twenty-one y ears of age in 1854, when

she escaped and came to Philadelphia, a handsome y oung w oman,

of a lig ht comple xion, qui te r efined in her manners, and in shor t,

possessing great personal a t tr actions. But her si tuation as a slave

was cri tic al, as will be seen.

Her claiman t w as Wm. Rigard, of Frederick, M d., who hir ed her to

a Mr. Reese, in Baltimor e; in this si tuation her duties w ere general

housework and nursing. W ith these labors, she w as not, ho wever,

so much dissa tisf ied as she was with other cir cumstanc es of a mor e

alarming na tur e: her old master w as tot tering on the v erge of the

grave, and his son, a tr ader in N ew Or leans. These facts kept Ma tilda

in extr eme anxie ty. For t wo years prior to her esc ape, the young

tr ader had be en tr ying to inf luenc e his father to le t him ha ve her f or

the Southern mar ket; but the old man had not c onsented. Of course

the tr ader kne w qui te w ell, tha t an Òarticle Ó of her appe arance would

command r eadily a very hig h pric e in the N ew Or leans market.

But Ma tilda Õs at tr actions had w on the he art o f a young man in the

Nor th, one who had kno wn her in Baltimor e in earlier da ys, and
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this lover w as willing to mak e desperate ef for ts to r escue her fr om

her perilous si tuation. W hether or not he had ner ve enough to

ventur e down to Baltimor e to accompany his in tende d away on the

Under ground Rail Road, his pr esence would not ha ve aided in the

case. He had, however, a friend who c onsented to g o to Baltimor e

on this desper ate mission. The friend w as James Jefferson, o f

Providenc e, R.I. With the str ategy of a skille d soldier , Mr . Jefferson

hurrie d to the M onumen tal Ci ty, and almost under the e yes of the

slave-holders, and sla ve-c atchers, despi te o f pr o slavery

breastworks, seized his priz e and speeded her away on the

Under ground Railway, before her owner w as made acquain ted wi th

the fac t o f her in tende d escape. On Matilda Õs arriv al at the sta tion

in Philadelphia, se veral other passeng ers fr om dif ferent poin ts,

happened to c ome to hand just a t tha t time, and ga ve great

solici tude and anxie ty to the Commi t tee. Among these w ere a man

and his wif e and their f our childr en, (notic ed elsewher e), from

Mar yland. Lik ewise an in ter esting and in tellig ent young g ir l who

had been almost mir aculousl y rescued fr om the prison-house a t

Norf olk, and in addi tion to these, the br other o f J.W. Pennington,

D.D., with his t wo sons.

While i t w as a great gr atif ication to ha ve tr avelers coming along

so fast, and especiall y to obser ve in every countenanc e,

determina tion, r are manly and w omanl y bearing, wi th r emarkable

intellig ence, it must be admi t ted, tha t the ac ting c ommi t tee felt at

the same time, a v ery lively dr ead of the sla ve-hun ters, and w ere

on their guar d. Arr angements were made to send the fug itiv es on

by dif ferent tr ains, and in v arious dir ections. Ma tilda and all the

others wi th the e xception o f the fa ther and t wo sons (relativ es of

Dr. Pennington ) successfully escaped and r eached their long ed-f or

haven in a fr ee land. The Penningtons, ho wever, althoug h pains had

been taken to appriz e the Doc tor o f the g ood news of the c oming o f

his kin, whom he had not se en for man y, many years, were captur ed

after being in N ew York some t wenty-f our hours. I n answer to an

advisor y let ter fr om the se cretar y of the Commi t tee the f ollo wing
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fr om the Doc tor is e xplici t, r elativ e to his wishes and f eelings wi th

regard to their being sen t on to N ew York.

29 6th AVENUE, NEW YORK, May 24th, 1854.

MY DEAR MR. STILL:ÑYour kind le t ter o f the 22d inst

has come to hand and I ha ve to thank y ou for y our o ff ices

of benevolenc e to m y bone and m y f lesh, I have had the

pleasure of doing a li t tle f or y our br other P eter , but I do

not think i t an o ffset. M y bur den has been great about these

brethr en. I hope the y have star ted on to me. Man y thanks,

my good friend.

Yours T rul y.

J.W.C. PENNINGTON.

This le t ter onl y served to in tensif y the de ep in ter est which had

already been awakened for the saf ety of all c oncerned. At the same

time also i t made the dut y of the Commi t tee clear wi th r egard

to f orwarding them to N .Y. Immediatel y, ther efore, the Doc torÕs

brother and sons w ere furnishe d wi th fr ee tick ets and w ere as

carefull y cautione d as possible wi th r egard to sla ve-hun ters, if

encounter ed on the r oad. In company wi th several other

Under ground Rail Road passengers, under the c are of an in tellig ent

guide, all w ere sent o ff in due or der, looking qui te as well as the

most r espectable o f their r ace fr om any par t o f the c ountr y. The

Commi t tee in New York, wi th the Doc tor , were on the look out o f

course; thus wi thout dif f icult y all arriv ed safely in the Empir e City.

It w ould seem tha t the c oming o f his br other and sons so

overpo wered the Doc tor tha t he f orgot ho w imminen t their dang er

was. The meeting and in ter view w as doubtless very joyous. Few

perhaps could r ealize, even in imag ination, the f eelings tha t f ille d

their he arts, as the Doc tor and his br other r everted to their

boyhood, when the y were both sla ves together in Mar yland; the

separationÑthe esc ape of the f ormer man y years pr eviousÑthe

contr ast, one elevated to the digni ty of a Doctor o f Divini ty, a

scholar and note d cler gyman, and as such w ell kno wn in the Uni ted

States, and Gr eat Bri tain, whilst, a t the same time, his br other and
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kin w ere held in chains, c ompelle d to do unr equi ted labor , to c ome

and go at the bidding o f another . Were not these r ef lections enoug h

to inc apacitate the Doc tor f or the time being, f or c ool thoug ht as

to ho w he should best guar d against the enem y? Indeed, in vie w of

Slavery and i ts horrid f eatur es, the wonder is, not tha t mor e was not

done, but tha t any thing w as done, that the vic tims w ere not driv en

almost out o f their senses. B ut time r olled on un til ne arly t wenty-

four hours had passe d, and while r eposing their fa tigue d and w eary

limbs in be d, just bef ore day-br eak, hyena-lik e the slave-hun ters

pounc ed upon all thr ee of them, and soon had them hand-cuf fed

and hurrie d off to a Uni ted StatesÕ CommissionerÕs off ice. Armed

wi th the F ugitiv e Law, and a str ong guar d of off icers to c arr y i t out,

resistance would ha ve been simpl y useless. Ere the morning sun

arose the sad news was borne by the telegr aph wir es to all par ts of

the c ountr y of this a wful c alamity on the Under ground Rail Road.

Scarcely less painful to the Commi t tee was the news of this

acciden t, than the ne ws of a disaster , resulting in the loss o f several

lives, on the Camden and Ambo y Road, would ha ve been to i ts

managers. This w as the f irst ac ciden t tha t had ever tak en place on

the r oad after passeng ers had r eached the Philadelphia Commi t tee,

althoug h, in various instanc es, slave-hun ters had be en wi thin a

hairÕs breadth o f their pr ey.

All tha t w as repor ted respecting the arr est and r eturn o f the

DoctorÕs kin, so disgr aceful to Christiani ty and civiliza tion, is tak en

fr om the Li berator , as follo ws:

THREE FUGITIVE SLAVES ARRESTED IN NEW YORK, AND

GIVEN UP TO THEIR OWNERS.

NEW YORK, May 25th.

About thr ee oÕclock this morning, thr ee color ed men,

father and t wo sons, known as Jake, Bob, and Stephen

Pennington, w ere arr ested at the instanc e of David Smi th

and Jacob Grove, of Washington Co., M d., who claime d them

as their sla ves. They were taken before Commissioner

Mor ton, o f the Uni ted States Cour t, and i t w as understood
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that the y would be e xamine d at 11 oÕclock; inste ad of tha t,

however, the c ase was heard at onc e, no persons being

present, when the claimnan ts testif ied tha t the y were the

owners o f said slaves and that the y escaped fr om their

service at Baltimor e, on Sunday last.

From wha t w e can gather o f the pr oceedings, the fug itiv es

acknowledged themsel ves to be slaves of Smi th and Gr ove.

The commissioner c onsidering the testimon y suff icien t,

ordered their surr ender , and the y were according ly given up

to their claiman ts, who hurrie d them o ff at onc e, and the y

are now on their w ay to Baltimor e. A telegraph despatch has

been sent to P hiladelphia, as i t is understood an a t tempt will

be made to r escue the par ties, when the c ars arriv e. There

was no exci temen t ar ound the c ommissionerÕs off ice, owing

to a misunderstanding as to the time o f examination. The

men w ere tr aced to this ci ty by the claiman ts, who made

applic ation to the Uni ted States Cour t, when o ff icers Hor ton

and De Angeles were deputie d by the marshal to ef fect their

arr est, and those o ff icers, wi th deput y Marshal Thompson

scour ed the ci ty, and f inall y found them se creted in a house

in Broome St. They were brought bef ore Commissioner

Mor ton this morning. N o counsel appe ared for the fug itiv es.

The case being made out, the usual af f idavits of fear of

rescue were made, and the w arr ants ther eupon issue d, and

the thr ee fugitiv es were delivered over to the U .S. Marshal,

and hurrie d off to Mar yland. They were a father and his t wo

sons, father about f or ty-f ive and sons eighteen or nine teen.

The evidenc e shows them to ha ve recentl y escaped. The

father is the br other o f the Rev. Dr. Pennington, a hig hly

respected color ed pr eacher o f this ci ty.

NEW YORK, May 28.

Last evening the chur ch at the c orner o f Princ e and

Marion str eets w as fille d wi th an in tellig ent audienc e of

whi te and c olor ed people, to he ar Dr . Pennington r elate
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the cir cumstanc e connected wi th the arr est of his br other

and nephe ws. He showed, tha t he at tempte d to af ford his

brother the assistanc e of counsel, but w as unable to do

so, the o ff icers at the MarshalÕs off ice having deceived him

in r elation to the time the trial w as to tak e place before

the Commissioners. H on. E.F. Culver next addr essed the

audienc e, showing, tha t a gr eat in justic e had been done to

the br other o f Dr . Pennington, and thoug h he, up to tha t

time, had ad vocated peace, he now had the spiri t to te ar

down the building o ver the MarshalÕs head. Intense in ter est

was manifested during the pr oceedings, and much sympa th y

in behalf o f Dr . Pennington.

THE FUGITIVE SLAVES IN BALTIM ORE.

The U.S. Marshal, A.T. Hill yer, Esq., received a dispatch this

morning fr om off icers Hor ton and Dellug elis, at Baltimor e,

stating, tha t the y had arriv ed ther e wi th the thr ee slaves,

arr ested her e yesterday (the Penningtons ), the owners

accompanying them. The o ff icers will r eturn to N ew York,

this e vening.Ñ N.Y. Express, 27th.

NEW YORK, May 30.

The Rev. Dr. Pennington has r eceived a let ter fr om Mr .

Grove, the claiman t o f his br other , who w as recentl y taken

back fr om this ci ty, offering to sell him to Dr . Pennington,

should he wish to bu y him, and sta ting, tha t he w ould await

a reply, before Òselling him to the sla ve-driv ers.Ó Mr. Groce,

who accompanie d his Òsweet heart,Ó Matilda, in the same

tr ain which c onveyed the Penningtons to N ew York, had

reason to appr ehend dang er to all the Under ground Rail

Road passengers, as will appe ar fr om his subjoine d let ter:

ELMIRA, May 28th.

DEAR LUKE:ÑI arriv ed home safe wi th m y

precious char ge, and found all w ell. I have just

learned, tha t the P enningtons ar e taken. Had he
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done as I wishe d him he w ould ne ver have been

taken. Last nig ht our tall friend fr om Baltimor e came,

and caused great exci temen t her e by his

inf orma tion. The lad y is perf ectl y safe now in

Canada. I will wri te you and Mr . Still as soon as I g et

over the e xci temen t. This le t ter w as first in tende d

for Mr . Gains, but I no w send i t to y ou. Please let me

hear their mo vements.

Yours trul y,

C.L. GROCE.

But sadl y as this blo w w as felt b y the V igilanc e Commi t tee, it did not

cause them to r elax their ef for ts in the le ast. Indeed i t onl y served

to stir them up to r enewed dilig ence and watchfulness, althoug h

for a length o f time af ter wards the Commi t tee felt dispose d, when

sending, to a void N ew York as much as possible, and in lieu ther eof,

to send vi‰Elmir a, where ther e was a depot under the ag ency of

John W. Jones. Mr . Jones was a true and pr ompt friend o f the

fug itiv e, and wide-a wake wi th r egard to Slavery and slave-holders,

and slave hunters, f or he had kno wn fr om sad experienc e in Vir ginia

every tr ait o f char acter belong ing to these classes.

In the midst o f the Doc torÕs grief, friends o f the sla ve soon r aised

money to pur chase his br other , about $1,000; but the unf or tuna te

sons were doomed to the a uction block and the far South, wher e,

the wri ter has ne ver exactl y learned.
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"Fleeing Girl of Fifteen," in
Male Attire

PROFESSORS H. AND T. OFFER THEIR SERVICESÑCAPTAINS B.

ALSO ARE ENLISTEDÑSLAVE-TR ADER GRASPING TIGHTLY HIS

PREY, BUT SHE IS RESCUEDÑLONG CONFLICT, BUT GREAT

TRIUMPHÑARRIVAL ON THANKSGIVIN G DAY, NOV. 25, 1855.

It w as the business o f the V igilanc e Commi t tee, as it w as clearly

understood b y the friends o f the Slave, to assist all ne edy fug itiv es,

who mig ht in an y way manage to r each Philadelphia, but, f or various

reasons, not to send ag ents South to inci te slaves to run a way, or

to assist them in so doing. Some times, ho wever, this rule c ould not

altog ether be c onforme d to. Cases, in some instanc es, would appe al

so loudl y and forcibly to humani ty, civiliza tion, and Christiani ty, that

it w ould r eally seem as if the v ery stones w ould cr y out, unless

something w as done. As an illustr ation o f this poin t, the stor y of

the y oung g ir l, which is no w to be r elated, will af ford the most

striking pr oof. At the same time i t may be seen how much anxie ty,

care, hazard, delay and material aid, w ere requir ed in or der to ef fect

the deliv erance of some who w ere in close plac es, and dif f icult o f

access. It will be ne cessary to pr esent a consider able amoun t o f

corr espondenc e in this c ase, to bring to lig ht the hidden m ysteries

of this narr ativ e. The first le t ter , in explanation, is the f ollo wing:

LETTER FROM J. BIGELOW, ESQ.

WASHINGTON, D.C., June 27, 1854.

MR. WM. STILLÑDear Sir :ÑI have to thank y ou for the

prompt answ er you had the kindness to g ive to m y note o f
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22d inst. H aving f ound a c orr espondenc e so quick and e asy,

and wi thal so very f lat tering, I addr ess you again mor e full y.

The li beral appr opria tion f or tr ansportation has been

made chief ly on account o f a female child o f ten or ele ven

years old, f or whose pur chase I have been authoriz ed to

offer $700 (refused), and for whose sister I ha ve paid $1,600 ,

and some $1,000 f or their mother , &c.

This child sle eps in the same apar tmen t wi th i ts master

and mistr ess, which adds to the dif f icult y of r emoval. She

is some ten or t welve miles fr om the ci ty, so that r eally the

chief hazar d will be in bring ing her saf ely to to wn, and in

secreting her un til a f ew days of storm shall have abated. All

this, I think, is no w pr ovided for wi th en tir e safety.

The child has t wo cousins in the imme diate vicini ty; a

young man o f some t wenty-t wo years of age, and his sister ,

of per haps seventeenÑ both Slaves, but brig ht and cle ar-

headed as anybody. The young man I ha ve seen oftenÑthe

services of both seem indispensable to the main obje ct

suggested; but ha ving onc e render ed the ser vice, they

cannot, and oug ht not r eturn to Sla very. They look

for fr eedomas the reward of what the y shall now do.

Out o f the $300 , cheerfull y offered for the whole

enterprise, I must pa y some r easonable sum f or

tr anspor tation to the ci ty and sustenanc e while her e. It

cannot be much; f or the balanc e, I shall g ive a draft, which

will be promptl y paid on their arriv al in New York.

If I have been understood to o ffer the whole $300 , it shall

be paid, thoug h I have meant as above stated. Among the

various w ays that have been suggested, has been tha t

of taking all of them into the c ars her e; that, I think, will be

found impr actic able. I f ind so much vig ilanc e at the depot,

that I w ould not de em i t safe, thoug h, in any kind o f carriag e

they mig ht leave in safety at any time.

All the r est I le ave to the e xperienc e and sagacity of the

gentleman who maps out the en terprise.
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Now I will thank y ou to r eply to this and le t me kno w tha t

it r eaches you in saf ety, and is not put in a c areless place,

wher eby I may be endangered; and state also, whe ther all m y

proposi tions ar e understood and ac ceptable, and whe ther ,

(pret ty quickl y after I shall inf orm y ou tha t all things ar e

ready), the gentleman will mak e his appearance?

I liv e alone. My off ice and bed-r oom, &c., ar e at the c orner

of E. and 7th str eets, opposi te the e ast end o f the Gener al

Post Of f ice, wher e any one may call upon me.

It w ould, o f course, be impruden t, tha t this le t ter , or any

other written par ticulars, be in his pock ets for f ear of

acciden t.

Yours very respectfull y,

J. BIGELOW.

While this le t ter cle arly br ought to lig ht the si tuation o f things, i ts

author , however, had scarcely begun to c onceive of the number less

dif f iculties which stood in the w ay of success before the w ork could

be accomplishe d. The inf orma tion which Mr . BigelowÕs let ter

containe d of the painful si tuation o f this y oung g ir l was submit ted

to dif ferent par ties who c ould be truste d, wi th a vie w of f inding a

person who mig ht possess suff icien t cour age to under take to bring

her away. Amongst those c onsulte d were two or thr ee captains

who had on f ormer oc casions done good ser vice in the c ause. One

of these c aptains w as known in Under ground Rail-R oad cir cles as

the Òpowder bo y.Ó1He was willing to under take the w ork, and

imme diatel y conclude d to mak e a visit to W ashington, to se e how

the Òland lay.Ó According ly in c ompany wi th another Under ground

1.He had been engaged at dif ferent times in c arr ying

powder in his boa t fr om a powder magazine, and fr om

this cir cumstanc e, was familiar ly called the "Powder

Boy."
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Rail Road captain, he r epor ted himself one da y to Mr . Bigelow wi th

as much assurance as if he were on an err and for an o ff ice under

the governmen t. The impr ession made on Mr . BigelowÕs mind ma y

be seen fr om the f ollo wing le t ter; i t may also be seen tha t he w as

full y alive to the ne cessity of pr ecautionar y measures.

SECOND LETTER FROM LAWYER
BIGELOW.

WASHINGTON, D.C., September 9th, 1855.

MR. WM. STILL, DEAR SIR:ÑI str ongly hope the li t tle

mat ter o f business so long pending and about which I ha ve

wri t ten y ou so many times, will tak e a move now. I have

the pr omise tha t the mer chandiz e shall be deliv ered in this

ci ty to-nig ht. Lik e so many other pr omises, this also ma y

prove a failur e, thoug h I have reason to belie ve that i t will

not. I shall, ho wever, know bef ore I mail this note. I n case

the goods arriv e here I shall hope to se e your long-talk ed of

ÒProfessional gentleman Ó in Washington, as soon as possi ble.

He will f ind me b y the enclose d card, which shall be a

satisfac tor y in tr oduc tion f or him. Y ou have never given me

his name, nor am I anxious to kno w i t. But on a ple asant visi t

made last fall to friend W m. Wrig ht, in Adams Co., I suppose I

acciden tall y learned i t to be a c ertain Dr . HÑÑ. W ell, let him

come.

I had an in ter esting c all a week ago fr om t wo gentlemen,

masters o f vessels, andbrothers, one o f whom, I understand,

you kno w as the Òpowder bo y.Ó I had a lit tle lig ht fr eight

for them; but not f inding enoug h other fr eight to ballast

their cr aft, the y went do wn the riv er looking f or whe at, and

promising to r eturn soon. I hope to se e them o ften.
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I hope this ma y f ind y ou r eturne d fr om your nor thern

trip, 2as your time pr oposed was out t wo or thr ee days ago.

I hope if the whole par ticulars o f Jane Johnson Õs case3are

prin ted, you will send me the c opy as proposed.

I forwarded some of her things to Boston a f ew days

ago, and had I kno wn i ts impor tanc e in cour t, I c ould

have sent you one or t wo wi tnesses who w ould pr ove

that her fr eedom w as intende d by her bef ore she

lef t Washington, and tha t a man w asengagedhere to

go on to P hiladelphia the same da y wi th her to g ive

notic e ther e of her c ase, though I think he faile d to

do so. It w as beyond all question her purpose, before

leaving Washington and pr ovable too, that if W heeler

should mak e her a fr ee woman by taking her to a fr ee

state Òto use it r ather .Ó

Tuesday, 11th September. The at tempt w as made

on Sunday to f orward the mer chandiz e, but faile d

thr ough no fault o f any of the par ties tha t I no w

know of. It will be r epeated soon, and y ou shall kno w

the r esult.

ÒWhorr a for Judge Kane.Ó I feel so indignan t at

the man, tha t i t is not e asy to wri te the f oregoing

sentenc e, and yet who is helping our c ause like Kane

and Doug las, not f orget ting String fellow. I hope soon

to kno w tha t this r eaches you in safety.

It o ften happens tha t lig ht fr eight w ould be o ffered

to Captain B., but the o wners c annot b y

possibili tyadvancethe amoun t o f fr eight. I wish i t

were possible in some such e xtr eme cases, that af ter

2. Mr . Bigelow's corr esponden t had been on a visi t to the

fug itiv es to Canada.

3. Jane Johnson o f the Passmore Williamson Sla ve Case.
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advancing all they have, some public fund should be

found to pa y the balanc e or at least lend i t.

[I wish her e to c aution y ou against the supposi tion

that I w ould do an y act, or say a word to wards

helping ser vants to esc ape. Althoug h I hate slavery

so much, I k eep my hands cle ar of any such wick ed

or illegal ac t.]

Yours, very trul y,

J.B.

Will y ou r ecollect, her eafter , that in an y of my

futur e let ters, in which I ma y use [] wha tever w ords

may be wi thin the br ackets are intende d to ha ve no

signif ication wha tever to y ou, onl y to blind the e yes

of the unini tia ted. You will f ind an e xample at the

close of my let ter .

Up to this time the chanc es seemed favorable of pr ocuring the r eady

services of ei ther o f the abo ve mentione d captains who visi ted

Lawyer Bigelow for the r emoval of the mer chandiz e to Philadelphia,

providing the shipping master c ould ha ve it in r eadiness to sui t their

convenienc e. But as these c aptains had a number o f engagements

at Richmond, P etersbur g, &c., it w as not deemed altog ether saf e to

rely upon ei ther o f them, c onsequentl y in or der to be pr epared in

case of an emer gency, the mat ter w as laid before two pr ofessional

gentlemen who w ere each occupying chairs in one o f the me dical

colleges of Philadelphia. The y were known to be true friends o f the

slave, and had possessed wi thal some e xperienc e in Under ground

Rail Road mat ters. Ei ther o f these pr ofessors was willing to

under take the oper ation, pr ovided arr angements could be

comple ted in time to be c arrie d out during the v acation. I n this

hopeful, althoug h painfull y indef ini te posi tion the mat ter r emained

for mor e than a year; but the c orr espondenc e and anxie ty

incr eased, and wi th them disappoin tmen ts and dif f iculties

multiplie d. The hope o f Freedom, ho wever, buoyed up the he art o f

the y oung slave gir l during the long mon ths o f anxious w aiting and
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daily expectation f or the hour o f deliv erance to c ome. Equally true

and fai thful also did Mr . Bigelow pr ove to the last; but a t times he

had some painfull y dark seasons to enc ounter , as may be seen fr om

the subjoine d let ter:

WASHINGTON, D.C., October 6th, 1855.

MR. STILL, DEAR SIR:ÑI r egret exceeding ly to le arn by

your fa vor o f 4th instan t, tha t all things ar e not r eady.

Althoug h I cannot spe ak of any imme diate and posi tiv e

danger. [Yet it is well known that the city is full of

incendiaries .]

Perhaps you are aware that any color ed ci tiz en is liable

at any hour o f day or nig ht wi thout an y show of authori ty

to have his house r ansacked by constables, and if others

do i t and c ommi t the most outr ageous depr edations none

but whi te wi tnesses can convict them. S uch outr ages are

always common her e, and no kind o f pr oper ty exposed to

color ed pr otection onl y, can be consider ed safe. [I don Õt

say tha t much liberty should not be g iven to c onstables on

account o f numer ous runa ways, but i t don Õt always work for

good.] Bef ore advertising the y go round and o ffer r ewards to

sharp color ed men o f per haps one or two hundr ed dollars, to

betr ay runa ways, and having disc overed their hiding-plac e,

seize them and then che at their inf ormers out o f the mone y.

[Although a law-abiding man ,] I am anxious in this c ase

of innocence to r aise no conf lic t or suspicion. [ Be sure that

the manumission is full and legal .] And as I

am powerlesswi thout y our aid, I pr ay you donÕt lose a

momen t in g iving me r elief. The ide a of waiting y et f or w eeks

seems dr eadful; do r educe it to da ys if possi ble, and give me

notic e of the earliest possible time.

The pr oper ty is not y et advertised, but will be, [ and if w e

delay too long, ma y be sold and lost.]

It w as a great misunderstanding, thoug h not y our fa ult,

that so much dela y would be ne cessary. [I r epeat again tha t
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I must ha ve the thing done legall y, ther efore, please get a

good lawyer to dr aw up the de ed of manumission.]

Yours T rul y,

J. BIGELOW.

Great w as the anxie ty felt in W ashington. I t is c ertainl y not too

much to sa y, that an equal amoun t o f anxie ty existe d in Philadelphia

respecting the saf ety of the mer chandise. At this junc tur e Mr .

Bigelow had c ome to the c onclusion tha t i t w as no longer safe to

wri te over his o wn name, but tha t he w ould do w ell to henc efor th

adopt the name o f the r enowned Quaker, Wm. Penn, (he was wor th y

of i t ) as in the case of the f ollo wing le t ter .

WASHINGTON, D.C., November 10th, 1855.

DEAR SIR:ÑDoctor T . presented my card last nig ht about

half past eig ht which I instan tl y recogniz ed. I, however, soon

became suspicious, and af ter wards confounde d, to f ind the

doctor using y our name and the w ell kno wn names o f Mr .

McK. and Mr . W. and yet, nei ther he nor I, c ould c onjectur e

the obje ct o f his visi t.

The doc tor is agr eeable and sensible, and doubtless a

true-he arted man. He seemed to see the whole ma t ter as

I did, and w as embarr assed. He had nothing to pr opose,

no inf orma tion to g ive of the ÒP. Boy,Ó or of any substi tute,

and seemed to w ant no par ticular inf orma tion fr om me

concerning m y anxieties and perils, thoug h I sta ted them to

him, but f ound him as po werless as myself to g ive me relief.

I had an agr eeable in ter view wi th the doc tor till af ter ten,

when he lef t, in tending to tak e the c ars at six, as I suppose

he did do, this morning.

This morning af ter eig ht, I got y our le t ter o f the 9th, but i t

gives me but li t tle enlig htenmen t or sa tisfac tion. You simpl y

say tha t the doc tor is a true man , which I c annot doubt, tha t

you thoug ht i t best w e should ha ve an inter view, and tha t

you supposed I w ould me et the e xpenses. You inf orme d me

also that the ÒP. BoyÓ left f or Richmond, on F rida y, the 2d, to
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be gone the length of time named in your last , I must inf er

that to be ten days thoug h in y our last you assured me that

the ÒP. BoyÓ would c ertainl y star t f or this place (not

Richmond) in t wo or thr ee days, thoug h the dif f icult y about

fr eight mig ht cause delay, and the whole en terprise mig ht

not be ac complishe d under ten da ys, &c., &c. That time

having elapsed and I ha ving agr eed to an e xtr a fif ty dollars

to ensur e promptness. I ha ve scarcely lef t m y off ice since,

except f or m y hasty meals, awaiting his arriv al. You no w

inf orm me he has g one to Richmond, to be g one ten da ys,

which will e xpir e tomorr ow, but y ou do not sa y he will

return her e or to P hila, or wher e, at the e xpir ation o f tha t

time, and Dr . T. could tell me nothing wha tever about him.

Had he been able to tell me tha t this best plan, which I ha ve

so long r ested upon, w ould fail, or w as abandoned, I could

then understand i t, but he sa ys no such thing, and y ou say,

as you have twic e before said, Òten days mor e.Ó

Now, my dear sir , after this r ecapitula tion, c an you not se e

that I ha ve reason for gr eat embarr assment? I have given

assurances, both her e and in N ew York, founde d on y our

assurances to me, and c aused my friends in the la t ter plac e

great anxie ty, so much tha t I ha ve had no w ay to e xplain m y

own le t ters but b y sending y our last t wo to Mr . Tappan.

I cannot doubt, I do not, but tha t you wish to help me,

and the c ause too, f or which both o f us have made many and

large sacrif ices with no hope o f r eward in this w or ld. I f in

this c ase I have been very ur gent sinc e September Dr . T. can

give you some of my reasons, they have not be en self ish.

The whole ma t ter is in a nutshell. Can I, in y our opinion,

depend on the ÒP. Boy,Ó and when?

If he pr omises to c ome her e next trip, will he c ome, or g o

to Richmond? This I think is the best w ay. Can I depend on

it?

Dr. T. promised to wri te me some e xplanation and g ive

some advice, and at f irst I thoug ht to a wait his le t ter , but on
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second thoug ht conclude d to tell y ou how I f eel, as I have

done.

Will y ou answer m y questions wi th some e xplici tness, and

wi thout dela y?

I forgot to inquir e of Dr . T. who is the he ad of your

Vigilanc e Commi t tee, whom I ma y addr ess concerning other

and fur ther oper ations?

Yours very trul y,

WM. PENN.

P.S. I ought to sa y, that I ha ve no doubt but ther e were

good r easons for the P. BoyÕs going to Richmond inste ad of

W.; but what can they be?

Whilst ther e are a score of other in ter esting le t ters, be aring on

this c ase, the above must suf f ice, to g ive at le ast, an idea of the

perple xi ties and dang ers at tending i ts early histor y. Having

accomplishe d this end, a mor e encour aging and ple asant phase o f

the tr ansaction ma y now be in tr oduced. Here the dif f iculties, a t

least very many of them, v anish, yet in one r espect, the dang er

became most imminen t. The f ollo wing le t ter sho ws tha t the g ir l had

been successfully rescued fr om her master , and tha t a r eward of f ive

hundr ed dollars had be en offered for her .

WASHINGTON, D.C., October 12, 1855.

MR. WM. STILL:Ñ AS YOU PICK UP ALL THE NEWS THAT

IS STIRRING, I CONTRIBUTE A FEW SCRAPS TO YOUR

STOCK, GOING TO SHOW THAT THE POOR SLAVE-

HOLDERS HAVE THEIR TROUBLES AS WELL AS OTHER

PEOPLE.

FOUR HEAVY LOSSES ON ONE SMALL SCRAP CUT FROM

A SINGLE NUMBER OF THE ÒSUN!Ó HOW VEXATIOUS! HOW

PROVOKING! ON THE OTHER HAND, THINK O F THE POOR,

TIMID , BREATHLESS, FLYING CHILD OF FIFTEEN!FIVE

HUND RED DOLLARS REWARD!OH, FOR SUCCOR! TO

WHOM IN ALL THIS WID E LAND OF FREEDOM SHALL SHE
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FLEE AND FIND SAFETY? ALAS!ÑALAS!ÑTHE LAW POINTS

TO NO ONE!

IS SHE STILL RUNNIN G WITH BLEEDING FEET?4OR

HIDES SHE IN SOME COLD CAVE, TO REST AND STARVE?

Ò$500 REWARD.Ó YOURS, FOR THE WEAK AND THE

POOR.PERISHTHE REWARD.

J.B.

Having thus suc ceeded in g et ting possession o f, and secreting this

f leeing child o f f if teen, as best the y could, in W ashington, all

concerned were compelle d to Òpossess their souls in pa tienc e,Ó until

the storm had passe d. Meanwhile, the Òchild o f f if teenÓ was

christene d ÒJoe Wrig ht,Ó and dressed in male a t tir e to pr epare for

tr aveling as a lad. As no oppor tuni ty had hi ther to pr esented i tself,

wher eby to pr epare the ÒpackageÓ for shipmen t, fr om Washington,

nei ther the Òpowder bo yÓ nor Dr. T.5 was prepared to a t tend to

the r emoval, at this cri tic al momen t. The emer gency of the c ase,

however, crie d loudl y for aid. The other pr ofessional gentleman

(Dr. H.), was now appealed to, but his engag ements in the c ollege

forbade his absenc e before about Thanksg iving da y, which w as then

six weeks off. This fac t w as communic ated to W ashington, and i t

being the onl y resource left, the time name d was necessarily

acquiesced in. I n the in terim, ÒJoeÓ was to perf ect herself in the ar t

4. At the time this le t ter w as wri t ten, she w as then under

Mr . B.'s protection in W ashington, and had to be so k ept

for six w eeks. His question, ther efore, "is she still

running wi th ble eding f eet," etc., was simply a

precautionar y step to blind an y who mig ht per chance

investigate the ma t ter .

5. Dr. T. was one of the pr ofessional gentlemen allude d to

above, who had expr essed a willingness to ac t as an

agent in the ma t ter .

"Fleeing Gir l of Fif teen," in Male At tir e | 295



of wearing pan taloons, and all other male rig. Soon the da ys and

weeks slid by, althoug h at f irst the time f or w aiting se emed long,

when, according to pr omise, Dr . H. was in Washington, wi th his

horse and bugg y pr epared for dut y. The impr essions made by Dr.

H., on William P ennÕs mind, at his f irst in ter view, will doubtless be

inter esting to all c oncerned, as may be seen in the f ollo wing le t ter:

WASHINGTON, D.C., November 26, 1855.

MY DEAR SIR:ÑA recent le t ter fr om m y friend, pr obably

has led you to e xpect this fr om me. H e was delighted to

receive yours o f the 2 3d, stating tha t the bo y was all right .

He found the ÒProf. gentleman Ó aperfect gentleman; cool,

quiet, thoug htful, and perfectly competent to execute his

undertaking . At the f irst thr ee minutes o f their in ter view, he

felt assur ed tha t all w ould be rig ht. He, and all concerned,

give you and tha t gentleman sinc ere thanks f or wha t you

have done. May the blessings o f Him, who c ares for the poor ,

be on your he ads.

The especial object o f this, is to inf orm y ou tha t ther e

is a half doz en or so o f packages here, pressing for

tr ansportation ; twic e or thric e that number ar e also

pressing, but less so than the others. Their aggr egate me ans

will a verage, say, $10 each; besides these, w e know of a few,

say thr ee or f our , able and smart , but ut ter ly desti tute, and

kept so purposel y by their oppr essors. For all these, w e

feel deeply in ter ested; $10 each would not be enoug h for

the Òpowder bo y.Ó Is ther e any fund fr om which a pi t tanc e

could be spar ed to help these poor cr eatur es? I donÕt doubt

but tha t the y would honestl y repay a small loan as soon

as they could e arn i t. I kno w full w ell, tha t if y ou begin

wi th such c ases, there is no boundar y at which y ou can

stop. For y ears, one half a t le ast, of my friendÕs time her e

has been gratui tousl y given to c ases of distr ess among this

class. He never expects or desir es to do less; he li ter ally

has the poor always with him . He knows tha t i t is so wi th
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you also, ther efore, he only states the c ase, being especiall y

anxious f or at least those to whom I ha ve referr ed.

MARIA WEEMS ESCAPING IN MALE ATTIRE

I think a small lot o f har d coal mig ht always be sold her e fr om

the vesselat a pr of it. Would not a lik e lot o f Cumber land coal

always sell in Philadelphia ?

My friend w ould be v ery glad to see the po wder bo y her e

again, and if he brings c oal, ther e are those her e, who w ould

tr y to help him sell.

Reply to y our r egular c orr esponden t as usual.

WM. PENN.

By the pr esence of the Dr ., conf idenc e having been reassured tha t

all would be rig ht, as well as by the Òinner lig ht,Ó William P enn

experienc ed a great sense of r elief. Everything ha ving been dul y

arr anged, the doc torÕs horse and c arriag e stood w aiting bef ore the

Whi te House (William P enn pr eferr ed this plac e as a starting poin t,

rather than bef ore his own o ff ice door ). It being understood tha t

ÒJoeÓ was to act as coachman in passing out o f Washington, a t

this momen t he w as called for, and in the most poli te and na tur al

manner , wi th the f leetness of a young de er, he jumped in to the

carriag e, took the r eins and whip, whilst the doc tor and W illiam

Penn w ere cordiall y shaking hands and bidding adieu. This done, the
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order w as given to Joe, Òdriv e on.Ó Joe bravely obeyed. The fai thful

horse tr ot ted off willing ly, and the doc tor sa t in his c arriag e as

composed as thoug h he had suc ceeded in pr ocuring an honor able

and lucr ativ e off ice fr om the W hi te House, and was returning home

to tell his wif e the good news. The doc tor had some kno wledge

of the r oads, also some acquain tanc es in Mar yland, thr ough which

State he had to tr avel; ther efore, after le aving the suburbs o f

Washington, the doc tor took the r eins in his o wn hands, as he f elt

that he w as more experienc ed as a driver than his y oung c oachman.

He was also mindful o f the fac t, tha t, bef ore reaching Pennsylvania,

his fai thful be ast would ne ed feeding several times, and tha t the y

consequentl y would be oblig ed to pass one or t wo nig hts at le ast in

Mar yland, ei ther a t a tavern or farm-house.

In r ef lecting upon the ma t ter , it oc curr ed to the doc tor , that

in earlier da ys, he had been qui te in tima tel y acquain ted wi th a

farmer and his famil y (who w ere slave-holders ), in Mar yland, and

that he w ould about r each their house a t the end o f the f irst da yÕs

journe y. He conclude d tha t he c ould do no be t ter than to r enew

his acquain tanc e wi th his old friends on this oc casion. After a v ery

successful dayÕs tr avel, nig ht came on, and the doc tor w as safely at

the farmerÕs door wi th his c arriag e and waiter bo y; the doc tor w as

readily recogniz ed by the farmer and his famil y, who seemed glad

to see him; inde ed, the y made qui te a ÒfussÓ over him. As a mat ter

of str ategy, the doc tor made qui te a ÒfussÓ over them in r eturn;

nevertheless, he did not fail to assume airs o f impor tanc e, which

were calculated to le ad them to think tha t he had gr own older and

wiser than when the y knew him in his y ounger days. In casually

referring to the manner o f his tr aveling, he allude d to the fac t, tha t

he was not very well, and as i t had be en a consider able length o f

time sinc e he had been thr ough tha t par t o f the c ountr y, he thoug ht

that the driv e would do him g ood, and especiall y the sig ht o f old

familiar plac es and people. The farmer and his famil y felt themsel ves

exceeding ly honor ed by the visi t fr om the distinguishe d doc tor , and

manif ested a marked willingness to spar e no pains to r ender his

nightÕs lodging in e very way comf or table.
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The Dr . being an educated and in tellig ent gentleman, w ell poste d

on other questions besides me dicine, c ould fr eely talk about

farming in all i ts br anches, and ÒniggersÓ too, in an emergency, so

the evening passed off pleasantl y wi th the Dr . in the par lor , and

ÒJoeÓ in the kitchen. The Dr ., however, had given ÒJoeÓ precept upon

precept, Òhere a lit tle, and ther e a lit tle,Ó as to how he should ac t in

the pr esence of master whi te people, or sla ve color ed people, and

thus he w as prepared to ac t his par t wi th due e xactness. Before

the evening gr ew late, the Dr ., fearing some ac ciden t, in tima ted,

that he w as feeling a Òlit tle languid, Ó and therefore thoug ht tha t he

had bet ter Òretir e.Ó Fur thermor e he added, tha t he w as Òliable to

vertig o,Ó when not quite w ell, and f or this r eason he must ha ve his

boy ÒJoeÓ sleep in the r oom wi th him. ÒSimpl y give him a bed quilt

and he will far e well enoug h in one c orner o f the r oom,Ó said the Dr.

The pr oposal w as readily acceded to, and c arrie d in to ef fect by the

accommoda ting host. The Dr . was soon in bed, sleeping soundl y, and

ÒJoe,Ó in his new coat and pan ts, wr apped up in the be d quilt, in a

corner o f the r oom qui te comf or tabl y.

The next morning the Dr . arose at as early an hour as w as pruden t

for a gentleman o f his posi tion, and f eeling r efr eshed, par took o f a

good br eakfast, and w as ready, wi th his bo y, ÒJoe,Ó to prosecute their

journe y. Face, eyes, hope, and steps, w ere set as f lin t, Pennsylvania-

ward. What time the f ollo wing da y or nig ht the y cr ossed Mason and

DixonÕs line is not r ecorded on the Under ground Rail Road books,

but a t f our o Õclock on Thanksg iving D ay, the Dr . safely landed the

Òfleeing g ir l of f if teenÓ at the r esidence of the wri ter in P hiladelphia.

On deliv ering up his char ge, the Dr . simpl y remarked to the wri terÕs

wif e, ÒI wish to leave this y oung lad wi th y ou a shor t while, and I

will c all and see fur ther about him. Ó Without fur ther e xplanation,

he steppe d in to his c arriag e and hurrie d away, eviden tl y anxious to

repor t himself to his wif e, in or der to r elieve her mind o f a great

weight o f anxie ty on his ac count. The wri ter , who happene d to be

absent fr om home when the Dr . called, returne d soon af ter wards.

ÒThe Dr . has been her eÓ (he was the famil y physician ), Òand lef t

this Ôyoung lad,Õ and said, that he w ould c all again and see about
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him,Ó said Mrs. S. The Òyoung ladÓ was sit ting qui te composedly in

the dining-r oom, wi th his cap on. The wri ter turne d to him and

inquir ed, ÒI suppose you are the person tha t the Dr . went to

Washington af ter , are you not?Ó ÒNo,Ó said ÒJoe.Ó ÒWhere are you

fr om then ?Ó was the next question. ÒFrom York, sir .Ó ÒFrom York?

Why then did the Dr . bring y ou her e?Ó was the next quer y, Òthe Dr.

went expr essly to W ashington af ter a y oung g ir l, who w as to be

brought away dr essed up as a boy, and I took y ou to be the person. Ó

Without r eplying Òthe ladÓ arose and walked out o f the house. The

querist, some what m ystif ied, follo wed him, and then when the t wo

were alone, Òthe ladÓ said, ÒI am the one the Dr. went af ter .Ó After

congr atula ting her , the wri ter ask ed wh y she had said, tha t she

was not fr om Washington, but fr om York. She explaine d, tha t the

Dr. had stric tl y char ged her not to o wn to an y person, e xcept the

wri ter , that she w as from Washington, but fr om York. As ther e were

persons pr esent (wif e, hir ed gir l, and a fug itiv e woman), when the

questions w ere put to her , she felt tha t i t w ould be a viola tion o f her

pledge to answ er in the af f irma tiv e. Before this e xamination, nei ther

of the individuals pr esent f or a momen t en ter taine d the slig htest

doubt but tha t she w as a Òlad,Ó so well had she acted her par t in

every par ticular . She was dressed in a ne w sui t, which f it ted her

qui te nic ely, and wi th her unusual amoun t o f common sense, she

appeared to be in no r espect lacking. T o send off a priz e so rare and

remarkable, as she was, without af fording some o f the stockholders

and managers of the Road the ple asure of seeing her , was not to be

thoug ht o f. In addi tion to the V igilanc e Commi t tee, qui te a number

of persons w ere invited to see her, and were greatl y astonishe d.

Indeed i t w as dif f icult to r ealize, that she w as not a boy, even after

becoming ac quain ted wi th the fac ts in the c ase.

The follo wing is an e xact account o f this c ase, as taken fr om the

Under ground Rail Road records:

ÒTHANKSGIVING DAY, Nov., 1855.

Arriv ed, Ann Maria W eems, alias ÔJoe Wrig ht,Õalias ÔEllen

Capron,Õ from Washington, thr ough the aid o f Dr . H. She is
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about f if teen years of age, brig ht mula t to, w ell gr own, smar t

and good-looking. F or the last thr ee years, or about tha t

length o f time, she has be en owned by Char les M. Pric e,

a negro tr ader, of Rockville, Mar yland. Mr . P. was given to

Ôintemper ance,Õ to a very great exten t, and gr oss Ôprofani ty.Õ

He buys and sells many slaves in the c ourse o f the y ear. ÔHis

wif e is cross and peevish.Õ She used to tak e great ple asure in

ÔtorturingÕ one Ôlit tle slave boy.Õ He was the son o f his master

(and was owned by him ); this w as the chief c ause of the

mistr essÕ spite.Ó

Ann Maria had al ways desired her fr eedom fr om

childhood, and althoug h not thir teen, when f irst ad vised to

escape, she received the sugg estion wi thout hesi tation, and

ever af ter tha t time w aited almost dail y, for mor e than two

years, the chanc e to f lee. Her friends w ere, of course, to

aid her , and make arr angements for her esc ape. Her owner ,

fearing tha t she mig ht escape, for a long time c ompelle d

her to sle ep in the chamber wi th Òher master and mistr ess;Ó

indeed she was so kept un til about thr ee weeks before she

f led. She left her par ents living in W ashington. Thr ee of

her br others had be en sold South fr om their par ents. Her

mother had be en pur chased for $1,000 , and one of her

sisters f or $1,600 f or fr eedom. Before Ann Maria w as

thir teen years of age $700 was offered for her b y a friend,

who desir ed to pr ocur e her fr eedom, but the o ffer w as

promptl y refused, as were succeeding ones r epeatedly

made. The onl y chanc e of pr ocuring her fr eedom, depende d

upon g et ting her a way on the Under ground Rail Road. She

was neatl y at tir ed in male habilimen ts, and in tha t manner

came all the w ay fr om Washington. Af ter passing t wo or

thr ee days wi th her ne w friends in P hiladelphia, she w as

sent on ( in male a t tir e) to Lewis Tappan, of New York, who

had lik ewise been deeply in ter ested in her c ase from the

beginning, and who held himself r eady, as was understood,

to c ash a draft f or thr ee hundr ed dollars to c ompensate the
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man who mig ht risk his o wn li ber ty in bring ing her on fr om

Washington. Af ter ha ving arriv ed safely in N ew York, she

found a home and kind friends in the famil y of the Rev. A.N.

Freeman, and r eceived qui te an ovation char acteristic o f an

Under ground Rail Road.

After ha ving r eceived many tok ens of esteem and kindness

fr om the friends o f the sla ve in New York and Brookl yn, she

was carefull y forwarded on to Canada, to be e ducated at the

ÒBuxton Se t tlemen t.Ó

An inter esting le t ter , however, from the mother o f Ann Maria,

conveying the in tellig ence of her la te gr eat strugg le and anxie ty in

laboring to fr ee her last child fr om Slavery is too impor tant to be

omi t ted, and henc e is inser ted in c onnection wi th this narr ativ e.

LETTER FROM THE MOTHER.

WASHINGTON, D.C., September 19th, 1857.

WM. STILL, ESQ., Philadelphia, P a. SIR:ÑI have just sent

for m y son Augustus, in Alabama. I ha ve sent eleven hundr ed

dollars which pa ys for his bod y and some thir ty dollars to

pay his far e to Washington. I borr owed one hundr ed and

eighty dollars to mak e out the ele ven hundr ed dollars. I

was not very successful in Syracuse. I collected onl y t welve

dollars, and in R ochester onl y t wo dollars. I did not kno w

that the se ason was so unpr opi tious. The w ealth y had all

gone to the springs. The y must ha ve returne d by this time.

I hope y ou will e xert yourself and help me g et a par t o f

the mone y I owe, at le ast. I am oblig ed to pa y i t by the

12th of next mon th. I w as unwell when I r eturne d thr ough

Philadelphia, or I should ha ve called. I had been fr om home

five weeks.

My son Augustus is the last o f the famil y in Slavery. I feel
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rejoiced tha t he is soon to be fr ee and wi th me, and o f course

feel the gr eatest solici tude about r aising the one hundr ed

and eighty dollars I ha ve borr owed of a kind friend, or who

has borr owed i t f or me a t bank. I hope and pr ay you will help

me as far as possible. Tell Mr . Douglass to r emember me, and

if he c an, to in ter est his friends f or me.

You will r ecollect tha t f ive hundr ed dollars o f our mone y

was taken to bu y the sister o f Henr y H. Garne t tÕs wif e. Had

I been able to c ommand this I should not be ne cessitated to

ask the favors and indulg ences I do.

I am expecting dail y the r eturn o f Augustus, and ma y

Heaven grant him a saf e deliverance and smile pr opi tiousl y

upon y ou and all kind friends who ha ve aided in his r eturn to

me.

Be pleased to r emember me to friends, and ac cept

yourself the blessing and pr ayers of your de ar friend,

EARRO WEEMS.

P.S. Direct your le t ter to E.L. S tevens, in Duf f GreenÕs Row,

Capitol H ill, Washington, D .C.

E.W.

That W illiam P enn who w orked so fai thfull y for t wo years for the

deliverance of Ann Maria ma y not appe ar to ha ve been devoting all

his time and sympa th y to wards this sing le object i t seems expedien t

that t wo or thr ee addi tional le t ters, pr oposing c ertain gr and

Under ground Rail Road plans, should ha ve a place here. For this

purpose, ther efore, the follo wing le t ters ar e subjoined.

LETTERS FROM WILLIAM PENN.

WASHINGTON, D.C., Oct. 3, 1854

DEAR SIR:ÑI addr ess you to-da y chief ly at the sugg estion
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of the L ady who will hand y ou my let ter , and who is a

resident o f your ci ty.

After sta ting to y ou, tha t the c ase about which I ha ve

previousl y wri t ten, r emains just as i t w as when I wr ote

lastÑ full o f dif f icult yÑ I thoug ht I w ould c all your a t ten tion

to another en terprise; i t is this: to f ind a man wi th a lar ge

heart f or doing g ood to the oppr essed, who will c ome to

Washington to liv e, and who will walk out to P ennÕa., or a part

of the way ther e, once or twice a week. He will f ind par ties

who will pay him f or doing so. Parties o f say, two, thr ee, five

or so, who will pa y him at least $5 each, for the privileg e of

follo wing him, but will never speak to him ; but will k eep just

in sig ht o f him and obe y any sign he may give; say, he takes

off his ha t and scr atches his he ad as a sign for them to g o

to some barn or w ood to r est, &c. No living being shall be

found to sa y he ever spok e to them. A whi te man w ould be

best, and then e ven par ties le d out b y him c ould not, if the y

would, testif y to an y understanding or anything else against

a whi te man. I think he mig ht mak e a good living a t i t. Can i t

not be done ?

If one or t wo safe stopping-plac es could be f ound on the

wayÑsuch as a barn or she d, the y could w alk qui te safely

all nig ht and then sle ep all dayÑabout t wo, or easily thr ee

nights would c onvey them to a plac e of safety. The tr aveler

mig ht be a peddler or huckster , wi th an old horse and c art,

and bring us in eggs and but ter if he ple ases.

Let him onc e plan out his r oute, and he mig ht then tak e

ten or a doz en at a time, and the y are often able and willing

to pay $10 a piece.

I have a hard case now on hand; a br other and sister 2 3

to 25 years old, whose mother liv es in your ci ty. They are

cruell y tr eated; the y want to g o, they ought to go; but the y

are ut ter ly desti tute. Can nothing be done f or such c ases? If

you can think o f anything le t me kno w i t. I suppose y ou kno w

me?
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WASHINGTON, D.C., April 3, 1856.

DEAR SIR:ÑI sent you the r ecent law of Vir ginia, under

which all v essels are to be searched for fug itiv es within the

waters o f tha t State.

It w as long ago suggested by a sagacious friend, tha t the

Òpowder bo yÓ might f ind a bet ter por t in the Chesape ake

bay, or in the P atux ent riv er to c ommunic ate wi th this

vicini ty, than b y entering the P otomac riv er, even were ther e

no such law.

Suppose he opens a tr ade wi th some plac e south-w est of

Annapolis, 25 or 30 miles fr om her e, or less. He might carr y

wood, oysters, &c., and all his customers fr om this vicini ty

mig ht tr avel in that dir ection wi thout an y of the suspicions

that mig ht at tend their journe yings towar ds this city . In this

way, doubtless, a good business mig ht be c arrie d on wi thout

interruption or c ompeti tion, and pr ovided the plan w as

conduc ted wi thout af fecting the inhabi tants along tha t

shore, no suspicion w ould arise as to the manner or

magni tude o f his business oper ations. H ow does this strik e

you? What does the Òpowder bo yÓ think of i t?

I her eto fore intima ted a pressing necessityon the par t o f

several femalesÑthe y are variousl y situatedÑt wo have

childr en, say a couple each; some have noneÑo f the la t ter ,

one can raise $50, another , say 30 or 40 dollarsÑanother

who w as gazet ted last August ( a copy sent you), can raise,

thr ough her friends, 20 or 30 dollars, &c., &c. N one of these

can walk so far or so fast as sc ores of men that ar e

constan tl y leaving. I c annot shak e off my anxiety for these

poor cr eatur es. Can you think o f anything f or any of these?

Address your other c orr esponden t in answ er to this a t your

leisur e.

Yours,

WM. PENN.

P.S.ÑApril 3d. S ince wri ting the abo ve, I have received

yours o f 31st. I am rejoiced to he ar tha t business is so
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successful and pr osperousÑma y i t continue till the

article shall cease to be mer chandiz e.

I spoke in m y last le t ter o f the depar tur e of a Òfew friends. Ó

I have since heard of their g ood health in P ennÕa. Probably

you may have seen them.

In r eference to the e xpedi tion o f which y ou think y ou can

Òhold out some li t tle enc our agement,Ó I will barely remark,

that I shall be g lad, if i t is under taken, to ha ve all the notic e

of the time and manner that is possi ble, so as to mak e ready.

A friend o f mine says, anthr acite coal will al ways pay her e

fr om Philadelphia, and thinks a small v essel might run

oftenÑtha t she never w ould be searched in the P otomac,

unless she went outside.

You advise caution to wards Mr . P. I am pr ecisely of your

opinion about him, tha t he is a Òqueer stick,Ó and while I

advised him c arefull y in r eference to his o wn under takings, I

took no c ounsel o f him c oncerning mine.

Yours,

W.P.

WASHINGTON, D.C., April 23d, 1856.

DEAR SIR:ÑI have to thank y ou for y our last t wo

encour aging le t ters o f 31st of Mar ch and 7th April. I ha ve

seen nothing in the papers to in ter est you, and having bad

health and a pr ess of other engag ements, I have neglected to

wri te you.

Enclosed is a list o f persons r eferr ed to in m y last le t ter ,

all most anxious to tr avelÑall meri torious. I n some of these

I feel an especial in ter est for wha t the y have done to help

others in distr ess.

I suggest for y ours and the Òpowder bo yÕsÓ consider ation

the f ollo wing plan: tha t he shall tak e in coal for W ashington

and come dir ectl y her eÑsell his c oal and go to Georgetown

for fr eight, and wait for i t. I f any fancy articles ar e sent on

board, I under stand he has a place to put them in, and if he
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has I suggest tha t he lies still, still w aiting f or fr eight till the

f irst anxie ty is over. Vessels that have just left are the ones

that will be inquir ed after , and per haps chased. If he lays still

a day or t wo all suspicion will be pr evented. If ther e shall be

occasion to r efer to an y of them her eafter , it may be by their

numbers in the list.

The famil yÑ5 to 11Ñwill be misse d and inquir ed after soon

and ur gentl y; 12 and 13 will also be soon missed, but none of

the others.

JOHN HENRY HILL

If all this c an be done, some li t tle time or notic e must be had

to get them all r eady. They tell me the y can pay the sums

marked to their names. The aggr egate is small, but as I told

you, the y are poor . Let me he ar fr om you when c onvenien t.

Trul y Yours,

WM. PENN.
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1. A woman, may be 40 years old,

2. A woman, may be 40 years old, wi th 3 childr en, say 4, 6, and 86

3. A sister o f the abo ve, younger

4. A very genteel mula t to g ir l about 22

5. A woman, say 45,

6. A daughter , 18,

7. A son, 16,

8. A son, 14,

9. A daughter , 12,

10. A son, say 22,

11. A man, the Uncle, 40 ,

12. A very genteel mula t to g ir l, say 23

13. A very genteel mula t to g ir l, say 24

6. The childr en mig ht be lef t behind"
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Five Years and One Month
Secreted

JOHN HENRY, HEZEKIAH, AND JAMES HILL.ÑJOHN MAKES A

DESPERATE RESISTANCE AT THE SLAVE AUCTION AND ESCAPES

AFTER BEING SECRETED NINE MONTHS. HEZEKIAH ESCAPED

FROM A TRADER AND WAS SECEETED THIRTEEN MONTHS

BEFORE HIS FINAL DELIVERANCE.ÑJAMES WAS SECRETED THREE

YEARS IN A PLACE OF GREAT SUFFERING, AND ESCAPED. IN ALL

FIVE YEARS AND ONE MONTH.

Many let ters fr om JOHN HENRY show ho w inc essantl y his mind

ran out to wards the oppr essed, and the r emarkable in tellig ence

and abili ty he displa yed wi th the pen, c onsidering tha t he had no

chance to acquir e book kno wledge. After ha ving f led for r efuge to

Canada and having become a par taker of impar tial fr eedom under

the governmen t o f Great Bri tain, to man y i t seemed tha t the fug itiv e

should be perf ectl y satisf ied. Many appeared to think tha t the

fug itiv e, having secur ed fr eedom, had but li t tle oc casion for anxie ty

or c are, even for his ne arest kin. ÒChange your name.Ó ÒNever tell

any one ho w you escaped.Ó ÒNever le t any one kno w wher e you

came fr om.Ó ÒNever think o f wri ting back, not e ven to y our wif e; you

can do your kin no g ood, but ma y do them harm b y wri ting.Ó ÒTake

care of yourself.Ó ÒYou are fr ee, well, be satisf ied then.Ó ÒIt will do

you no g ood to fr et about y our wif e and childr en; tha t will not g et

them out o f Slavery.Ó Such w as the advice often g iven to the fug itiv e.

Men who had be en slaves themsel ves, and some who had aide d

in the esc ape of individuals, some times ur ged these sentimen ts

on men and w omen whose he arts were almost br eaking over the

thoug ht tha t their de arest and best friends w ere in chains in the

prison-house. P erhaps it w as thoug htlessness on the par t o f some,

and a wish to inspir e due cautiousness on the par t o f others, tha t

prompte d this ad vice. Doubtless some did soon f orget their friends.
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They saw no w ay by which the y could r eadily communic ate wi th

them. Perhaps Slavery had dealt wi th them so cruell y, that li t tle

hope or aspir ation w as left in them.

It w as, however, one of the most gr atif ying fac ts connected wi th

the fug itiv es, the str ong lo ve and at tachmen t tha t the y constan tl y

expr essed for their r elativ es left in the South; the und ying fai th

they had in God as e vinc ed by their touching appe als on behalf o f

their f ellow-slaves. But f ew pr obably are aware how deeply these

feelings w ere cherishe d in the br easts of this pe ople. For ty, fif ty,

or sixt y years, in some instanc es elapsed, but this ar dent sympa th y

and love continue d warm and un wavering as ever. Childr en lef t to

the cruel mer cy of slave-holders, c ould ne ver be f orgot ten. Brothers

and sisters c ould not r efr ain fr om w eeping o ver the r emembr ance

of their separ ation on the a uction block: o f having seen innoc ent

childr en, feeble and def enceless women in the gr asp of a mer ciless

tyrant, ple ading, gr oaning, and cr ying in v ain for pi ty. Not to

remember those thus bruise d and mang led, i t w ould seem alik e

unnatur al, and impossi ble. Ther efore it is a sour ce of gr eat

satisfac tion to be able, in r elating these her oic escapes, to pr esent

the evidenc es of the str ong af fections o f this gr eatl y oppr essed race.

JOHN HENRY never f orgot those wi th whom he had be en a

fellow-suf ferer in Slavery; he was always full y awake to their

wr ongs, and long ed to be doing some thing to aid and enc our age

such as were striving to g et their F reedom. He wr ote man y let ters in

behalf o f others, as w ell as for himself, the tone o f which, w as always

marked by the most z ealous devotion to the sla ve, a high sense of

the value of Freedom, and unshak en conf idenc e that God w as on the

side of the oppr essed, and a str ong hope, tha t the da y was not far

distan t, when the sla ve power w ould be Òsuddenl y br oken and tha t

wi thout r emedy.Ó

Not wi thstanding the li ter ary imperf ections o f these le t ters, the y

are deemed well sui ted to these pag es. Of course, slaves were not

allowed book le arning. V ir ginia even imprisone d whi te w omen f or

teaching fr ee color ed childr en the alphabe t. W ho has forgot ten

the imprisonmen t o f Mrs. Doug lass for this o ffense? In view of
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these fac ts, no apolog y is needed on account o f HillÕs grammar and

spelling.

In these le t ters, ma y be seen, how much li ber ty was valued, how

the taste o f Freedom mo ved the pen o f the sla ve; how the thoug ht

of fellow-bondmen, under the he el of the sla ve-holder , aroused the

spiri t o f indigna tion and wr ath; ho w impor tuna tel y appeals were

made for help fr om man and fr om God; ho w much jo y was felt at

the arriv al of a fug itiv e, and the in tense sadness experienc ed over

the ne ws of a failur e or c aptur e of a slave. Not onl y are the f eelings

of John H enr y Hill r epresented in these epistles, but the f eelings

of very many others amongst the in tellig ent fug itiv es all over the

countr y are also represented to the le t ter . It is mor e wi th a vie w

of doing justic e to a br ave, intellig ent class, whom the public ar e

ignor ant o f, than mer ely to g ive special pr ominenc e to John and his

relativ es as individuals, tha t these le t ters ar e given.

ESCAPE OF JOHN HENRY HILL FROM
THE SLAVE AUCTION IN RICHMOND,
ON THE FIRST DAY OF JANUARY, 1853.

JOHN HENRY at tha t time, w as a lit tle turne d of t wenty-f ive years

of age, full six f eet hig h, and r emarkably well pr opor tione d in every

respect. He was rather o f a brown c olor , wi th mar ked in telle ctual

featur es. John w as by tr ade, a carpen ter , and was consider ed a

competen t w orkman. The y ear pr evious to his esc ape, he hir ed

his time, f or which he paid his o wner $150. This amoun t John had

full y set tle d up the last da y of the y ear. As he was a young man

of steady habi ts, a husband and fa ther , and wi thal an ar dent lo ver

of Li ber ty; his owner , John Mi tchell, e viden tl y obser ved these tr aits

in his char acter , and conclude d tha t he w as a dangerous piece of

proper ty to k eep; that his w or th in mone y could be mor e easily

managed than the man. Conse quentl y, his master unc eremoniousl y,
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wi thout in tima ting in an y way to John, tha t he w as to be sold, took

him to Richmond, on the f irst da y of January (the gr eat annual sale

day), and dir ectl y to the sla ve-auction. Just as John w as being tak en

into the building, he w as invited to submi t to hand-cuf fs. As the

thoug ht f lashed upon his mind tha t he w as about to be sold on the

auction-block, he gr ew terri bly desperate. ÒLiber ty or de athÓ was

the w atch word of tha t awful momen t. In the t winkling o f an eye, he

turne d on his enemies, wi th his f ist, knif e, and feet, so tig er-lik e,

that he ac tuall y put f our or f ive men to f light, his master among the

number . His enemies thus suddenl y baff led, John whe eled, and, as if

assisted by an angel, str ange as it may appear, was soon out o f sight

of his pursuers, and se cur ely hid away. This was the last hour o f John

Henr yÕs slave lif e, but not, ho wever, of his strugg les and suf ferings

for fr eedom, f or bef ore a final chanc e to escape presented i tself,

nine mon ths elapsed. The myster y as to wher e, and how he far ed,

the f ollo wing ac count, in his o wn w ords, must explainÑ

Nine mon ths I w as tr ying to g et away. I was secreted for

a long time in a ki tchen o f a mer chant ne ar the c orner o f

Franklyn and 7th str eets, at Richmond, wher e I was well

taken care of, by a lady friend o f my mother . When I got

Tir ed of staying in tha t plac e, I wr ote m yself a pass to pass

myself to P etersbur g, here I stoppe d wi th a very pr ominen t

Color ed person, who w as a friend to F reedom sta yed her e

until t wo whi te friends told other friends if I w as in the ci ty

to tell me to g o at onc e, and stand not upon the or der o f

going, because they had har d a plot. I wr ot a pass, star ted

for Richmond, R eached Manchester , got o ff the Cars w alked

into Richmond, onc e mor e got back in to the same old Den,

Stayed her e fr om the 16th o f Aug. to 12th Sept. On the 11th

of Sept. 8 oÕclock P.M. a message came to me tha t ther e had

been a State Room tak en on the ste amer Ci ty of Richmond

for m y benef it, and I assur ed the par ty tha t i t w ould be

occupie d if God be willing. Bef ore 10 oÕclock the ne xt

morning, on the 12th, a be autiful Sept. da y, I arose early,
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wr ote m y pass for N orf olk lef t m y old Den wi th a man y a

good bye, turne d out the back w ay to 7th St., thenc e to Main,

down Main behind 4 nig ht w aich to old R ocket tÕs and after

about 20 minutes o f delay I succeed in Reaching the S tate

Room. M y Conduc tor w as very much Ex ci ted, but I f elt as

Composed as I do at this momen t, f or I had star ted fr om m y

Den tha t morning f or Li ber ty or f or Death pr oviding m yself

wi th a Brace of Pistels.

Yours trul y

J.H. HILL.

A priv ate ber th w as procur ed for him on the ste amship Ci ty of

Richmond, f or the amoun t o f $125, and thus he was brought on

safely to Philadelphia. W hile in the ci ty, he enjoyed the hospi tali ties

of the V igilanc e Commi t tee, and the gr eetings o f a number o f

friends, during the se veral days of his sojourn. The thoug ht o f his

wif e, and t wo childr en, lef t in P etersbur g, however, natur ally caused

him much anxie ty. For tuna tel y, they were fr ee, ther efore, he was

not wi thout hope o f get ting them; mor eover, his wif eÕs father (Jack

McCraey), was a free man, well kno wn, and v ery well to do in the

wor ld, and w ould not be lik ely to see his daughter and gr andchildr en

suffer. In this par ticular , HillÕs lot w as of a favorable char acter ,

compar ed wi th tha t o f most sla ves leaving their wiv es and childr en.

FIRST LETTER ON ARRIVING IN
CANADA.

TORONTO, October 4th, 1853.

DEAR SIR:ÑI tak e this me thod o f inf orming y ou tha t I am

well, and tha t I g ot to this ci ty all safe and sound, thoug h

I did not g et her e as soon as I expect. I lef t your ci ty on

Sater day and I w as on the w ay untel the F rida y follo wing. I
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got to N ew York the same day tha t I lef t Philadelphia, but

I had to sta y ther e untel M onday evening. I lef t tha t plac e

at six o Õclock. I g ot to Al bany next morning in time to tak e

the half past six o Õclock tr ain for Rochester , here I stay untel

Wensday nig ht. The r eason I stay ther e so long Mr . Gibbs

given me a let ter to Mr M orris a t Rochester . I lef t tha t plac e

Wensday, but I onl y got f ive miles fr om tha t ci ty tha t nig ht.

I got to Le wiston on Thur day afternoon, but too la te f or the

boat to this ci ty. I lef t Lewiston on F rida y at one o Õclock, g ot

to this ci ty at f ive. Sir I f ound this to be a v ery handsome

ci ty. I lik e it bet ter than an y ci ty I ever saw. It ar e not as lar ge

as the ci ty tha t you liv e in, but i t is very large place much

mor e so than I e xpect to f ind i t. I seen the g entleman tha t

you given me let ter to. I think him much o f a gentleman. I

got in to w ork on M onday. The man whom I am w orking f or is

name Myers; but I e xpect to g o to w ork for another man b y

name of Tinsl y, who is a master w orkman in this ci ty. He says

that he will g ive me work next w eek and everybody advises

me to w ork for Mr . Tinsly as ther e mor e suri ty in him.

Mr . Still, I ha ve been looking and looking f or m y friends f or

several days, but have not seen nor he ard of them. I hope

and trust in the Lor d Almig hty tha t all things ar e well wi th

them. M y dear sir I c ould f eel so much be t ter sat tisf ied if

I could he ar fr om m y wif e. Since I reached this ci ty I have

talagr aphed to friend B rown to send m y thing to me, but I

cannot he ar a word fr om no one a t all. I ha ve wri t ten to Mr .

Brown t wo or thr ee times sinc e I lef t the ci ty. I trust tha t he

has got ten m y wif eÕs let ters, tha t is if she has wri t ten. Please

dir ect your le t ters to me, ne ar the c orner Sar ah and Edward

str eet, un til I g ive you fur ther notic e. You will tell friend B.

how to dir ect his le t ters, as I f orgot teni t when I wri t t to him,

and ask him if he has he ard anything fr om Vir ginia. Please

to le t me he ar fr om him wi thout dela y for m y very soul is

truble d about m y friends whom I e xpected to o f seen her e
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before this hour . Whatever you do ple ase to wri te. I shall

look f or you paper shor tl y.

Believe me sir to be y our w ell wisher .

JOHN H. HILL.

SECOND LETTER.

Expressions of gratitude ÑThe Custom House refuses to charge him

dutyÑHe is greatly concerned for his wif e

TORONTO, October 30th, 1853.

MY DEAR FRIEND:ÑI now wri te to inf orm y ou tha t I ha ve

received my things all saf e and sound, and also ha ve shuck

hand wi th the friend tha t you send on to this plac e one

of them is stopping wi th me. H is name is Chas. Stuer t, he

seemes to be a toler able smar t f ellow. I RecÕd my let ters. I

have taken this friend to se e Mr . Smi th. H owever will g ive

him a plac e to boar d un tell he c an get to w ork. I shall do

every thing I c an for them all tha t I see the gentleman wish

you to se e his wif e and let her kno w tha t he arriv ed safe,

and pr esent his lo ve to her and to all the friend. Mr . Still, I

am under ten thousand obliga tion to y ou for y our kindness

when shall I e ver r epay? S. speek very hig hly of you. I will

state to y ou wha t Custom house master said to me. H e

ask me when he Pr esented my efects are these your ef ects.

I answered yes. He then ask me w as I going to se t tle in

Canada. I told him I w as. He then ask me o f my case. I told

all about i t. He said I am happ y to see you and all tha t will

come. He ask me how much I had to pa y for m y Paper. I told

him half dollar . He then told me tha t I should ha ve my mone y

again. He a Rose from his seat and g ot m y mone y. So my

friend y ou can see the pe ople and tell them all this is a land
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of li ber ty and belie ve they will f ind friends her e. My best lo ve

to all.

My friend I must c all upon y ou onc e mor e to do mor e

kindness f or me tha t is to wri te to m y wif e as soon as you

get this, and tell her when she g ets r eady to c ome she will

pack and c onsign her things to y ou. You will g ive her some

instruc tion, but not to y our expenses but to her o wn.

When you wri te dir ect your le t ter to P hillip Ubank,

Petersbur g, Va. My Box arriv ed her e the 27th.

My dear sir I am in a hurr y to tak e this friend to chur ch, so

I must close b y saying I am y our humble ser vant in the c ause

of li ber ty and humani ty.

JOHN H. HILL.

THIRD LETTER.

Canada is highl y praisedÑThe Vigilance Committee is implor ed to

send all the Fugitives ther eÑÓFarmer s and Mechanics wantedÒÑÓNo

living in Canada f or Negroes,Ó as argued byÒMasters,Ó flatl y denied,

&c., &c., &c.

So I ask you to send the fug itiv es to Canada. I don Õt know

much o f this Pr ovinc e but I bele aves that ther e is Rome

enough for the c olor ed and whi tes of the Uni ted States. We

wants farmers me chanic men o f all qualif ication &c., if the y

are not made w e will mak e them, if w e cannot mak e the old,

we will mak e our childr en.

Now concerning the ci ty tor onto this ci ty is Beautiful and

Prosperous Levele ci ty. Great man y wooden c odages more

than wha t should be but I am in hopes ther e will be mor e

of the B rick and S tonn. B ut I am not done about y our

Republic anism. Our masters ha ve told us tha t ther e was

no living in Canada f or a Negro but if i t may Please your
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gentlemanship to publish these fac ts tha t w e are here able

to earn our br ead and mone y enoug h to mak e us comf table.

But I say give me fr eedom, and the Uni ted States may have

all her mone y and her Luxtur es, yeas give Liber ty or De ath.

IÕm in Americ a, but not under S uch a Governmen t tha t I

cannot e xpr ess myself, speak, think or wri te So as I am able,

and if m y master had allo wed me to ha ve an education I

would mak e them Americ an Slave-holders f eel me, Yeas I

would mak e them tr emble when I spok e, and when I take

my Pen in hand their kne es smote tog ether . My Dear Sir

suppose I w as an educated man. I c ould wri te you something

wor th r eading, but y ou kno w w e poor fug itiv es whom has

just come over fr om the South ar e not able to wri te much

on no subje ct wha tever, but I hope b y the aid o f my God

I will tr y to use m y midnig ht lamp, un tel I c an have some

inf luenc e upon the Americ an Slavery. If some one w ould say

to me, tha t the y would g ive my wif e bread untel I c ould be

Educated I w ould stoop m y tr ade this da y and tak e up my

books.

But a crisis is appr oaching when assen tial r equisi te to the

Americ an Slaveholders when blood De ath or Li ber ty will be

requir ed at their hands. I think our pe ople have depened too

long and too much on false leg islator le t us no w look f or

oursel ves. It is true tha t Eng land ho wever the Eng lishman is

our best friend but w e as men ought not to depene d upon

her Remonstr ace wi th the Americ ans because she loves her

commer cial tr ade as any Nations do. B ut I must sa y, while

we look up and ackno wledge the Power gr eatness and honor

of old Eng land, and belie ve that while w e sit bene ath the

Silken folds of her f lag of Perf ect Li ber ty, we are secur e,

beyond the r each of the aggr essions of the B lood hounds

and fr ee fr om the despotism tha t w ould wr ap around our

limbs b y the damable Sla veholder . Yet w e would not lik e

spoiled childer en depend upon her , but upon oursel ves and

as one means of str engthening oursel ves, we should ag itate
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the emigr ation to Canada. I her e send you a paragraph which

I clipte d fr om the w eekly Glob. I hope y ou will publish so

that Mr . Williamson ma y know tha t men ar e not cha t tel her e

but r eather the y are men and if he w ants his cha t tle le t

him c ome her e after i t or his thing. I w ants you to le t the

whole Uni ted States kno w w e are satisf ied her e because I

have seen mor e Pleasure since I came here then I sa w in

the U .S. the 24 years tha t I ser ved my master . Come Poor

distr ess men women and c ome to Canada wher e color ed

men ar e fr ee. Oh how sweet the w ord do sound to me y eas

when I c ontempla te o f these things, m y very f lesh cr eaps my

heart thrub when I think o f my beloved friends whom I lef t

in tha t cursid hole. Oh m y God wha t can I do f or them or

shall I do f or them. Lor d help them. S uf fer them to be no

longer depr essed beneath the B ruat Cr eation but ma y the y

be look ed upon as men made o f the Bone and B lood as the

Anglo-Americ ans. May God in his mer cy Give Liber ty to all

this w or ld. I must close as i t am la te hour a t nig ht. I Remain

your friend in the c ause of Li ber ty and humani ty,

JOHN H. HILL, a fug itiv e.

If you kno w any one who w ould g ive me an education

wri te and le t me kno w for I am in w ant o f i t very much.

Your wi th Respect,

J.H.H.

If the sen timen ts in the abo ve let ter do not indic ate an unc ommon

degree of natur al in tellig ence, a clear per ception o f the wr ongs of

Slavery, and a just appr eciation o f fr eedom, wher e shall we look f or

the signs o f in telle ct and manhood?

FOURTH LETTER.

Longs for his wif eÑIn hearing of the r eturn of a Fugitive fr om
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Philadelphia is made sorr owfulÑH is love of Freedom increases, &c.,

&c.

TORONTO, November 12th, 1853.

MY DEAR STILL:ÑYour le t ter o f the 3th c ame to hand

thursda y and also thr ee copes all of which I w as glad to

Received the y have taken my at ten tion all tog ether E very

Time I g ot them. I also R ecÕd. a let ter fr om m y friend B rown.

Mr . Brown sta ted to me tha t he had he ard fr om m y wif e

but he did not sa y what w ay he heard. I am looking f or m y

wif e every day. Yes I want her to c ome then I will be be t ter

satisf ied. My friend I am a fr ee man and f eeles alrig ht about

that mat ter . I am doing tolr able well in m y line of business,

and think I will do be t ter af ter li t tle. I hope y ou all will ne ver

stop an y of our B rother an that mak es their Esc ep fr om the

South but send them on to this P lace wher e they can be fr ee

man and w oman. We want them her e and not in y our State

wher e they can be taken away at any hour . Nay but le t him

come her e wher e he can Enjoy the Rig hts of a human being

and not to be tr odden under the f eet o f men lik e themsel ves.

All the People tha t comes her e does well. Thanks be to God

that I c ame to this plac e. I would lik e very well to se e you all

but ne ver do I e xpect to se e you in the Uni ted States. I w ant

you all to c ome to this land o f Li ber ty wher e the bondman

can be fr ee. Come one come all c ome to this plac e, and I

hope m y dear friend y ou will send on her e. I shall do f or

them as y ou all done f or me when I c ame on her e however I

will do the best I c an for them if the y can the y shall do if the y

will do, but some c omes her e that canÕt do well because they

make no ef ford. I hope m y friend y ou will te ach them such

lessons as Mrs. Moor e Give me before I lef t your ci ty. I hope

she may live a hundr ed years long er and en joy good health.

May God bless her f or the g ood cause which she ar e working

in. Mr . Still y ou ask me to r emember y ou to N elson. I will do

so when I se e him, he ar e on the lak e so is Stewart. I r eceived
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a let ter to-da y for Stewart fr om your ci ty which le t ter I will

take to him when he c omes to the ci ty. He are not stoping

wi th us at this time. I w as very sorr y a few days ago when I

heard tha t a man w as taken fr om your ci ty.

Send them o ver her e, then le t him c ome her e and take

them a way and I will tr y to ha ve a finger in the Pie m yself.

You said tha t you had wri t ten to m y wif e ten thousand

thanks f or wha t you have done and wha t you are willing

to do. M y friend whene ver you hear fr om m y wif e please

wri te to me. W henever she come to y our ci ty please give

instruc tion ho w to tr avel. I wants her to c ome the faster

way. I wish she w as here now. I wish she c ould g et a tick et

thr ough to this plac e. I have mail a paper f or you to da y.

We have had snow but not to last long. Le t me he ar fr om

you. My Respect friend B rown. I will wri te mor e when I ha ve

the oppor tuni ty.

Yours wi th Respect,

JOHN H. HILL.

P.S. My dear Sir . Last nig ht af ter I had wri t ten the abo ve,

and had gone to be d, I heard a str ange voice in the house,

Saying to Mr . Myers to c ome quickl y to one o f our c olod

Brother an out o f the str eet. We went and f ound a man a

Carpenter la ying on the side w alk woltun in his B lood. Done

by some unkno wn Person as yet but if the y stay on the e arth

the law will de teck them. I t is said tha t par ty of color d people

done i t, which par ty was seen to c ome out an infame house.

Mr . Myers have been down to se e him and B rought the

Sad news tha t the P oor f ellow w as dead. Mr. Scot t f or H enr y

Scot t w as the name, he w as a fugitiv e fr om Vir ginia he c ame

here fr om Pit tsbur g Pa. Oh, when I w ent wher e he laid wha t

a shock, i t tak en my Sleep altog ether nig ht. W hen I got to

Sopt his Bod y was surrounde d by the Polic eman. The law has

taken the w oman in cusid y. I wri te and also send y ou a paper

of the c ase when i t comes out.

J.H. HILL.
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FIFTH LETTER.

He rejoices over the arrival of his wif eÑbut at the same time, his heart

is bleeding over a dear friend whom he had pr omised to help before he

left Slavery.

TORONTO, December 29th, 1853.

MY DEAR FRIEND:ÑIt af fords me a good deel of Pleasure

to say tha t m y wif e and the Childr en have arriv ed safe in

this Ci ty. But m y wif e had very bad luck. She lost her mone y

and the mone y tha t w as belonging to the childr en, the whole

amoun t w as 35 dollars. She had to g o to the Niagar a falls

and Telegraph to me c ome af ter her . She got to the falls on

SatÕdy and I w ent af ter her on M onday. We saw each other

once again after so long an Abstanc e, you may know wha t

sort o f met ting i t w as, joyful times o fcorst. M y wif e are well

Satisf ied her e, and she was well Pleased during her sta y in

your ci ty. My Trip to the falls c ost Ten Eighty Seven and half.

The things tha t friend B rown Shipe d to me b y the Expr ess

costed $24-1/4. So y ou can see fiting out a house Niagar a

falls and the c ost f or bring ing m y things to this plac e, have

got me out o f mone y, but f or all I am a fr ee man.

The weather ar e very cold at Pr esent, the sno w continue

to fall thoug h not as de ep her e as it is in Boston. The pe ople

haves their o wn Amousemen ts, the w eather as i t is no w, they

donÕt care for the sno w nor ic e, but the y are going fr om Ten

A.M. until Tw elve P.M., the hous tha t w e have open don Õt take

well because we donÕt Sell Spiri ts, which w e are tr ying to

avoid if w e can.

Mr . Still, I hold in m y hand A let ter fr om a friend o f South,

who c alls me to pr omise tha t I made to him bef ore I lef t.

My dear Sir , this le t ter ha ve made my heart Bleed, since I

Received i t, he also desir es of me to r emember him to his

beloved Brethr en and then to Pr ay for him and his de ar
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friends who ar e in Slavery. I shall Present his le t ter to the

chur ches of this ci ty. I forward to y our c are for Mrs. M oor e,

a few w eeks ago. Mrs. H ill sends her lo ve to y our wif e and

yourself.

Please to wri te, I Sincerely hope tha t our friends fr om

Petersbur g have reached your ci ty before this le t ter is da ted.

I must close b y saying, tha t I Sir , remain humble and

obedien t Servant,

J.H.H.

SIXTH LETTER.

He is now earnestl y appealing in behalf of a friend in Slaver y, with a

view to pr ocuring aid and assistance fr om certain parties, by which

this particular friend in bondage might be r escued.

Toranto, Mar ch 8th, 1854.

My Dear Friend S till:Ñ We will onc e mor e truble y ou opon

this gr eat cause of fr eedom, as we know tha t you are a man,

that ar e never fatug ed in Such a glorious c ause. Sir , what I

wish to Say is this. Mr . Forman has Received a let ter fr om

his wif e dated the 29th ult. She S tates to him tha t She was

Ready at any time, and tha t Everything w as Right wi th her ,

and she hope d tha t he w ould lose no time in sending f or her

for she w as Ready and awaiting f or him. W ell friend S till, w e

learnt tha t Mr . Mink ens could not bring her the ac count o f

her child. W e are very sorr y to he ar Such N ews, however,

you will ple ase to r ead this le t ter wi th c are, as we have learnt

that Mink ens Cannot do wha t w e wishes to be done; w e

perpose another w ay. There is a whi te man tha t Sale fr om

Richmond to Boston, tha t man ar e very Safe, he will bring

FÕs wif e wi th her child. So y ou will do us a fa vour will tak e

it upon y ourself to tr anscri be fr om this le t ter wha t w e shall
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wri te. I.E. this ther e is a Color ed gen. that w orkes on the

basin in RÑÑ this man Õs name is Esue Poster , he can tell Mrs.

forman all about this Sale or. So you can place the le t ter in

the hands o f M. to tak e to f orman Õs wif e, She can read it f or

herself. She will f ind Foster a t ladlum Õs warehouse on the

Basin, and when y ou wri te call my name to him and he will

trust i t. this f oster ar e a member o f the old Baptist Chur ch.

When you have done all y ou can do let us kno w wha t you

have done, if y ou hears anything o f my uncle le t me kno w.

SEVENTH LETTER.

He laments over his uncleÕs fate, who was suffering in a dungeon-lik e

place of concealment dail y waiting f or the opportunity to escape .

Toronto, Mar ch 18th, 1864.

My Dear Still:Ñ Yours o f the 15th Reached on the 11th,

found m yself and famil y very well, and not to dela y no time

in r eplying to y ou, as ther e was an article in y our le t ter

which ar ticle Roused me very much when I r ead it; tha t w as

you pr aying to me tobe c autious ho w I wri te do wn South. Be

so kind as to tell me in y our ne xt le t ter whe ther y ou have

at any time appr ehended any danger in m y let ters ho wever,

in those bond south ward; if ther e have been, allow me to

beg ten thousand par don bef ore God and man, f or I am not

design to thr ow any obstacle in the w ay of those whom I

lef t in South, but to aide them in e very possible way. I have

done as you Requested, tha t to w arn the friends o f the dag er

of wri ting South. I ha ve told all y ou said in y ours tha t Mr .

Minkins w ould be in y our ci ty very soon, and y ou would

see what you could do f or me, do y ou mean or do spe ak in

reference to m y dear uncle. I am hopes tha t you will use

every if ford to g et him fr om the posi tion in which he no w
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stand. I kno w ho w he f eels at this time, f or I ha ve felt the

same when I w as a runway. I was bereft o f all par ticipa tion

wi th m y famil y for ne arly nine mon ths, and no w tha t poor

fellow are place in same posi tion. Oh God help I pr ay, what a

pi t ty i t is tha t I c annot do him no g ood, but I sinc erely hope

that you will not g et fa tigue d at doing g ood in such c ases,

nay, I think other wises o f you, however, I Say no mor e on

this subje ct at pr esent, but le ave it f or you to judg e.

On the 13th inst. y ou made Some Remarks concerning

friend F orman Õs wif e, I am Satisf ied tha t you will do all y ou

can for her R elease from Slavery, but as you said you feels for

them, so do I, and Mr . Foreman comes to me v ery often to

know if I ha ve heard anything fr om you concerning his wif e,

they all comes to f or the same.

God Save the Que en. All my let ters South ward have passed

thr ough your hands wi th an exception o f one.

JOHN H. HILL.

EIGHTH LETTER.

Death has snatched away one of his childr en and he has cause to

mourn. I n his grief he r ecounts his struggles for fr eedom, and his

having to leave his wif e and childr en. He acknowledges that he had

to Òwork very hard for comforts,Ó but he declares that he would not

Òexchange with the comf orts of ten thousand slaves.Ó

TORONTO Sept 14th 1854

MY DEAR FRIEND STILL:Ñthis are the f irst opper tuni ty

that I ha ve had to wri te you sinc e I Reed your le t ter o f the

20th Jul y, ther e have been sickness and De ath in m y famil y

since your le t ter w as Reed, our de ar li t tle Child ha ve been

taken fr om us one whom w e loved so very Dear, but the

almig hty God kno ws what ar e best for us all.
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Louis H enr y Hill, w as born in P etersbur g Va May 7th 1852.

and Died Toronto August 19th 1854 at f ive oÕclock P.M.

Dear Still I c ould say much about the times and insidinc e

that have taken place since the c oming o f tha t dear li t tle

angle jest spok en of. i t w as 12 months and 3 da ys fr om the

time tha t I took depar tur e of my wif e and child to pr oceed to

Richmond to a waite a conveyance up to the da y of his de ath.

it w as thursda y the 13th tha t I lif t Richmond, i t w as

Satur day the 15th tha t I land to m y great joy in the ci ty of

Phila. then I put out f or Canada. I arriv ed in this ci ty on

Frida y the 30th and to m y great satisfac tion. I f ound m yself

upon Bri ton Õs free land, not onl y fr ee for the whi te man bot

for all.

this da y 12 months I w as not out o f the r each the

slaveholders, but this 14th da y of Sept. I am as Free as your

President Pearce. only I have not be en fr ee so long H owever

the 30th o f the mon th I will ha ve been fr ee only 12 months.

It is true tha t I ha ve to w ork very hard for c omf or t but I

would not e xchange wi th ten thousand sla ve that ar e equel

wi th their masters. I am H appy, Happy.

Give love to Mrs. S till. M y wif e laments her childÕs death

too much, wil y ou be so kind as to se e Mr . Brown and ask

him to wri te to me, and if he ha ve heard fr om Petersbur g Va.

Yours truel y

J.H. HILL.

NINTH LETTER.

He is anxiousl y waiting f or the arrival of friends fr om the South. Hints

that slaveholder s would be very unsafe in Canada, should they be

foolish enough to visit that countr y for the purpose of enticing slaves

back.
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TORONTO, Jan. 19th 1854.

MY DEAR STILL:ÑYour le t ter o f the 16th c ame to hand just

in time f or m y perpose I per ceivs by your sta temen t tha t

the mone y have not be en to Petersbur g at all done just wha t

was right and I w ould o f sent the mone y to y ou at f irst, but

my dear friend I ha ve called upon y ou for so man y times

that I ha ve been ashamed of myself to c all any mor e So you

may per ceive by the abo ve wri t ten m y obliga tions to y ou,

you said tha t you had wri t ten on to P etersbur g, you have

done Right which I belie ves is your g eneral way of doing

your business, the mone y are all rig ht I onl y had to pa y a 6d

on the T en dollars. this mone y was given to b y a friend in

the ci ty N. york, the friend w as from Richmond V ir ginia (a

whi te man ) the amoun t w as fif teen dollars, I f orward a let ter

to y ou yesterday which le t ter I f orgot to da te. my friend I

wants to he ar fr om vir ginia the w orst o f all things. y ou kno w

that w e expect some fr eneds on and w e cannot he ar any

thing fr om them which mak es us uneasy for f ear tha t the y

have at tempt to c ome away and been detected. I have ears

open at all times, listen a t all hours e xpecting to he ar fr om

them Please to see friend B rown and kno w fr om him if he

has heard anything fr om our friends, if he ha ve not. tell him

wri te and inquiar e into the ma t ter wh y i t is tha t the y have

not c ome over, then le t me he ar fr om you all.

We are going to ha ve a grand concert &c I me an the

Abolisnous Soci ty. I will a t tend m yself and also m y wif e if

the Lor d be willing y ou will per ceive in pr evious le t ter tha t I

mension some thing c oncerning Mr F orman Õs wif e if ther e be

any chanc e whatever ple ase to pr oceed, Mr Foreman sends

his lo ve to y ou Requested you to do all y ou can to g et his wif e

away fr om Slavery.

Our best r espects to y our wif e. You pr omiste d me tha t you

would wri te somthing c oncerning our arriv al in Canada but

I suppose y ou have not had the time as y et, I w ould be v ery

glad to r ead your opinion on tha t mat ter
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I have notic e several articles in the fr eeman one o f the

Canada weaklys concerning the Christiana prisoners

respecting Castnor H anway and also Mr . Rauf fman. if I had

one hundr ed dollars to da y I w ould g ive them f ive each,

however I hope tha t I ma y be able to subscri be something

for their R elefe. in Regards to the le t ters ha ve been wri t ten

fr om Canada to the South the le t ters w as not wha t the y

thoug ht them to be and if the sla ve-holders kno w when the y

are doing w ell the y had bet ter k eep their side f or if the y

comes over this side o f the lak e I am under the impr ession

they will not g o back wi th some thin tha t their mother bone d

them wi th whe ther thiar sla ves wri t ten f or them or not. I

know some one her e that have wri t ten his master to c ome

after him, but not be cause he expect to g o wi th him home

but be cause he wants to r etaleate upon his perse cutor , but

I would be sorr y for man tha t have wri t ten f or his master

expecting to r eturn wi th him be cause the pe ople her e would

kill them. S ir I c annot wri te enoug h to e xpr ess myself so I

must close b y saying I Remain yours.

JOHN H. HILL.

TENTH LETTER.

Great joy over an arrivalÑTwelve months pr aying f or the deliver ance

of an Uncle gr oaning in a hiding-place, while the Slave-hunter s are

dail y expectedÑStrong appeals for aid, &c., &c.

TORONTO, January 7th, 1855.

MY DEAR FRIEND:ÑIt is wi th much ple asure that I tak e

this oppor tuni ty of addr essing you wi th these f ew lines

hoping when the y reeches you the y may f ind y ourself and

famil y enjoying good health as the y leaves us at pr esent.

And i t is wi th much happiness tha t I c an say to y ou tha t
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Mrs. M ercer arriv ed in this ci ty on yesterday. Mr. Mercer

was at m y house late in the e vening, and I told him tha t

when he w ent home if he ar anything fr om Vir ginia, tha t he

must le t me kno w as soon as possible. He told me tha t if he

went home and f ound an y news ther e he would c ome rig ht

back and inf orm me ther eof. But li t tle did he e xpect to f ind

his dearest ther e. You may judge what a meeting ther e was

wi th them, and ma y God gr ant tha t ther e may be some mor e

meetings wi th our wiv es and friends. I had be en looking f or

some one fr om the old sod f or several days, but I w as in

good hopes tha t i t w ould be m y poor Uncle. B ut poor f ellow

he are yet gr oaning under the suf ferings o f a horrid sy tam,

Expecting e very day to Receive his Doom. Oh, God, wha t

shall I do, or wha t can I do f or him ? I have prayed for him

mor e than 12 months, yet he is in tha t horrid c ondi tion. I c an

never hear anything Dir ectl y fr om him or an y of my people.

Once mor e I appeal to y our H umani ty. Will y ou act f or

him, as if y ou w as in slavery yourself, and I sinc erely believe

that he will c ome out o f tha t condi tion ? Mrs. M. have told me

that she g iven some dir ections ho w he could be g oten a t, but

friend S till, if this c onduc tor should not be suc cessfull this

time, will y ou mind him o f the Poor Slave again. I hope y ou

will as Mrs. M ercer have told the friend wha t to do I c annot

do mor e, ther efore I must le ve it to the M ercy of God and

your Exertion.

The weather ha ve been very mile Ever sinc e the 23rd of

Dec. I have thoug ht consider able about our c ondi tion in this

countr y Seeing tha t the w eather w as so very faverable to us.

I was thinking a f ew days ago, that natur e had giving us A

countr y & adopte d all things S utable.

You will do me the kindness o f telling me in y our ne xt

whether or not the ten sla ves have been Brought out fr om

N.C.

I have not har d fr om Brown f or Nine mon th he ha ve done

some very Bad let ting me alone, f or wha t c ause I cannot tell.
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Give my Best Respect to Mr . B. when you see him. I wish v ery

much to he ar fr om himself and famil y. You will ple ase to let

me hear fr om you. My wif e Joines me in lo ve to y ourself and

famil y.

Yours most R espectfull y,

JOHN H. HILL.

P.S. Every fug itiv e Regreated to he ar of the De ath o f Mrs.

Moor e. I myself think tha t ther e are no other to tak e her

Place.

yours

J.H.H.

ELEVENTH LETTER.

[EXTRACT.]

Rejoices at hearing of the success of the Underground Rail

RoadÑInquir es particular ly after the ÒfellowÓ who Òcut off the Patr olÕs

head in Maryland .Ó

HAMILTON, August 15th, 1856.

DEAR FRIEND:ÑI am very glad to he ar tha t the

Under ground Rail Road is doing such g ood business, but tell

me in y our ne xt le t ter if y ou have seen the her oic f ellow tha t

cut o ff the he ad of the Patr ol in Mar yland. We wants tha t

fellow her e, as John Bull has a gr eat deal of f ighting to do,

and as ther e is a color ed Captain in this ci ty, I would seek to

have that f ellow Promote d, Provided he became a soldier .

Great r espect,

JOHN H. HILL.

P.S.ÑPlease forward the enclose d to Mr . McCray.
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TWELFTH LETTER.

[EXTRACT.]

Believes in praying f or the SlaveÑbut thinks Òfir e and swordÓ would

be more effective with Slave-holder s.

HAMILTON, Jan. 5th, 1857.

MR. STILL:ÑOur P appers contains long de tails o f

insurr ectionar y movements among the sla ves at the South

and one paper adds tha t a gr eat N omber o f Gener als,

Captains wi th other o ff icers had being arr ested. At this da y

four y ears ago I lef t Petersbur g for Richmond to me et the

man whom c alled himself m y master , but he w anted mone y

worser tha t day than I do this da y, he took me to sell me,

he could not ha ve done a bet ter thing f or me f or I in tende d

to le ave any how by the f irst c onvaiance. I hard some good

Prayers put up f or the suf fers on last Sunday evening in the

Baptist Chur ch. Now friend still I bele ve that Pr ayers affects

great good, but I bele ve that the f ir e and sword would af fect

mor e good in this c ase. Perhaps this is not y our thoug hts,

but I must ackno wledge this to be m y Polacy. The wor ld ar e

being turne d upside do wn, and I think w e might as well tak e

an activ e part in i t as not. W e must ha ve something to do as

other pe ople, and I hope this momen t among the Sla ves are

the beg inning. I w ants to see something g o on while I liv e.

Yours trul y,

JOHN H. HILL.

THIRTEENTH LETTER.

Sad tidings fr om RichmondÑOf the arr est of a Captain with Slaves on

board as Underground Rail Road passengers.
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HAMILTON, June 5th, 1858.

DEAR FRIEND STILL:ÑI have just heard tha t our friend

Capt. B. have being tak en Prisoner in V ir ginia wi th slaves

on boar d of his vessel. I hard this about an hour ag o. the

Person told me o f this said he r ead it in the ne wspaper , if

this be so i t is awfull. Y ou will be so kind as to send me some

inf orma tion. Send me one o f the V ir ginia Papers. Poor f ellow

if the y have got him, I am sorr y, sorr y to m y heart. I have

not he ard fr om m y Uncle f or a long time if ha ve heard or

do hear anything fr om him a t any time y ou will oblig e me

by wri ting. I wish y ou to inquir e of Mr . AndersonÕs friends

(if you kno w any of them ), if the y have heard anything fr om

him sinc e he was in your ci ty. I have wri t ten to him t wic e

since he was here according to his o wn dir ections, but ne ver

received an answer. I wants to he ar fr om m y mother v ery

much, but c annot he ar one w ord. You will pr esent m y best

regards to the friend. Mrs. H ill is qui te sick.

Yours trul y,

J.H. HILL.

P.S.ÑI have not r eceived the An ti-Sla very Standar d for

several weeks. Please forward any news relativ e to the Capt.

J.H.H.

THE ESCAPE OF HEZEKIAH HILL.

(UNCLE OF JOHN HENRY HILL.)

Impelle d by the lo ve of fr eedom H ezekiah r esolved tha t he w ould

work no long er f or nothing; tha t he w ould ne ver be sold on the

auction block: tha t he no long er w ould obe y the bidding o f a master ,

and tha t he w ould die r ather than be a sla ve. This decision, ho wever,
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had onl y been enter taine d by him a shor t time prior to his esc ape.

For a number o f years Hezekiah had been laboring under the

pleasing thoug ht tha t he should suc ceed in obtaining fr eedom

thr ough pur chase, having had an understanding wi th his o wner

wi th this obje ct in vie w. At dif ferent times he had paid on ac count

for himself nine teen hundr ed dollars, six hundr ed dollars mor e than

he was to have paid according to the f irst agr eement. Althoug h so

shamefull y defr auded in the f irst instanc e, he conclude d to be ar

the disappoin tmen t as patien tl y as possible and get out o f the lion Õs

mouth as best he c ould.

He continue d to w ork on and save his mone y until he had ac tuall y

come wi thin one hundr ed dollars o f paying t wo thousand. A t this

poin t inste ad of get ting his fr ee papers, as he f irml y believed tha t

he should, to his surprise one da y he saw a notorious tr ader

approaching the shop wher e he was at w ork. The err and of the

tr ader w as soon made kno wn. Hezekiah simpl y requested time to

go back to the other end o f the shop to g et his c oat, which he

seized and r an. He was pursued but not c aptur ed. This oc curr ence

took plac e in Petersbur g, Va., about the f irst o f December , 1854. On

the nig ht o f the same da y of his escape fr om the tr ader, Hezekiah

walked to Richmond and w as ther e secreted under a f loor b y a

friend. H e was a tall man, o f powerful muscular str ength, about

thir ty years of age just in the prime o f his manhood wi th enoug h

pluck f or t wo men.

A heavy reward was offered for him, but the hun ters faile d to f ind

him in this hiding-plac e under the f loor . He str ongly hoped to g et

away soon; on several occasions he made ef for ts, but onl y to be

disappoin ted. At dif ferent times a t le ast t wo captains had c onsented

to af ford him a priv ate passage to Philadelphia, but lik e the impoten t

man at the pool, some one al ways got ahead of him. Tw o or thr ee

times he e ven managed to r each the boa t upon the riv er, but had

to r eturn to his horri ble plac e under the f loor . Some were under

the impr ession tha t he w as an exceeding ly unlucky man, and f or a

time c aptains f eared to bring him. B ut his c our age sustained him

unwavering ly.
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Finall y at the e xpir ation o f thir teen mon ths, a priv ate passage

was procur ed for him on the ste amship Pennsylvania, and wi th

a lit tle slave boy, seven years of age, (the son o f the man who

had secreted him ) thoug h placed in a very hard ber th, he c ame

safely to Philadelphia, gr eatl y to the astonishmen t o f the V igilanc e

Commi t tee, who had w aited for him so long tha t the y had despair ed

of his ever coming.

The joy tha t f ille d HezekiahÕs bosom may be imag ined but ne ver

descri bed. None but one who had be en in similar str aits could en ter

into his f eelings.

He had lef t his wif e Louisa, and t wo li t tle bo ys, Henr y and Manuel.

His passage cost one hundr ed dollars.

Hezekiah being a note d char acter , a number o f the true friends

were invited to tak e him b y the hand and to r ejoice wi th him o ver

his noble strugg les and his triumph; ne eding r est and r ecrui ting, he

was made welcome to sta y, at the e xpense of the c ommi t tee, as long

as he might f eel disposed so to do. H e remained several days, and

then w ent on to Canada r ejoicing. Af ter arriving ther e he returne d

his ackno wledgment f or favors r eceived, &c., in the f ollo wing le t ter:

TORONTO Jan 24th 1856.

MR. STILL:Ñthis is to inf orm y ou tha t M yself and li t tle bo y,

arriv ed safely in this ci ty this da y the 24th, at ten o Õclock

after a v ery long and ple asant trip. I had a gr eat deal of

at ten tion paid to me while on the w ay.

I owes a great deel of thanks to y ourself and friends. I will

just say hare that when I arriv ed at N ew York, I found Mr .

Gibbs sick and c ould not be a t tende d to ther e. However, I

have arriv ed alrig ht.

You will ple ase to give my respects to y our friend tha t

wri tes in the o ff ice wi th y ou, and to Mr S mi th, also Mr

Brown, and the friends, Mrs S till in par ticular .

Friend S till y ou will ple ase to send the enclose d to John

Hill Petersbur g I want him to send some things to me y ou

will be so kind as to send y our dir ection to them, so tha t the
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things to y our c are. if you do not se e a convenien t w ay to

send i t by hands, you will ple ase direct your le t ter to P hillip

Ubank Petersbur g.

Yours Respectfull y

H HILL.

JAMESÑ(BROTHER OF JOHN HENRY
HILL).

For thr ee years James suffered in a plac e of concealment, bef ore he

found the w ay opened to esc ape. When he r esolved on having his

fr eedom he w as much under t wenty-one y ears of age, a brave young

man, for thr ee years, wi th unfailing spiri t, making r esistance in the

ci ty of Richmond to the sla ve Power!

Such her oes in the da ys of Slavery, did much to mak e the inf ernal

system inse cur e, and to k eep alive the spiri t o f fr eedom in li ber ty-

loving hearts the w or ld over, wher ever such de eds of noble daring

were made kno wn. But o f his her oism, but li t tle c an be repor ted

here, from the fac t, tha t such ac counts as were in the possession

of the Commi t tee, were never tr ansferr ed fr om the loose slips o f

paper on which the y were first wri t ten, to the r egular r ecord book.

But an impor tant le t ter fr om the friend wi th whom he w as secreted,

wri t ten a shor t while bef ore he escaped (on a boat), gives some idea

of his condi tion:

RICHMOND, VA., Februar y 16th, 1861.

DEAR BROTHER STILL:ÑI r eceived a message from

brother Julius anderson, asking me to send the bundle on

but I has no w ay to send i t, I have been waiting and trul y

hopeing tha t you would mak e some arr angement wi th some

person, and send f or the par cel. I have no way to send i t,

and I c annot c ommunic ate the subje ct to a str anger ther e is
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a Way by the N .y. line, but the y are all str angers to me, and

of course I c ould not appr oach them W ith this subje ct f or I

would be indang ered myself gr eatl y. this business is lef t to

you and to y ou alone to a t tend to in pr oviding the w ay for

me to send on the par cel, if y ou onl y make an arr angement

wi th some person and le t me kno w the said person and the

article which the y is to be sen t on then I c an send the par cel.

unless you do mak e an arr angement wi th some person, and

assure them tha t the y will r eceive the funs f or deliv ering

the par cel this B usiness cannot be ac complishe d. it is in

your po wer to tr y to mak e some pr ovision f or the ar ticle

to be sen t but i t is not in m y power to do so, the bundle

has been on m y hands no w going on 3 y ears, and I have

suffered a great deal of danger, and is still suf fering the

same. I have understood S ir tha t ther e were no dif f icul about

the mone tha t you had i t in y our possession Ready for the

bundle whene ver i t is deliv ered. But Sir as I have said I can

do nothing no w. Sir I ask y ou ple ase thr ough sympath y and

feelings on m y par t & his tr y to pr ovide a way for the bundle

to be sen t and r elieve me of the dang er in which I am in.

you mig ht suc ceed in making an arr angement wi th those

on the N ew york Steamers for the y dose such things but

please let me kno w the man tha t the arr angement is made

wi thÑple ase give me an answer by the be arer.

yours trul y friend

C.A.

At last, the long, dar k nig ht passed away, and this y oung slave safely

made his w ay to fr eedom, and pr oceeded to Boston, wher e he now

resides. While the Commi t tee was looked to f or aid in the

deliverance of this poor f ellow, it w as painful to f eel tha t i t w as not in

their po wer to answ er his pr ayersÑnot un til af ter his esc ape, was it

possible so to do. B ut his esc ape to fr eedom gave them a satisfac tion

which no w ords can well expr ess. At pr esent, John H enr y Hill is a

justic e of the pe ace in Petersbur g. Hezekiah r esides at West Poin t,

Five Years and One M onth Secreted | 335



and James in Boston, r ejoicing tha t all men ar e fr ee in the Uni ted

States, at last.
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From Virginia, Maryland and
Delaware

ARCHER BARLOW, ALIAS EMIT
ROBINS.

This passenger arriv ed fr om Norf olk, Va. in 1853. For the last f our

years pr evious to esc aping, he had be en under the y oke of Dr .

George Wilson. Ar cher de clared tha t he had be en Òvery badly

tr eatedÓ by the Doc tor , which he ur ged as his reason for le aving.

True, the doc tor had be en good enoug h to allo w him to hir e his

time, f or which he r equir ed Archer to pa y the moder ate sum o f $120

per annum. As Ar cher had be en Òsickl yÓ most of the time, during the

last year, he complaine d tha t ther e was Òno r eduction Ó in his hire on

this ac count. Upon r ef lection, ther efore, Archer thoug ht, if he had

justic e done him, he w ould be in possession o f this Òone hundr ed

and t wentyÓ himself, and all his other rig hts, inste ad of having to toil

for another wi thout pa y; so he look ed seriousl y in to the ma t ter o f

master and sla ve, and pr et ty soon r esolved, tha t if others chose to

make no ef for t to g et away, for himself he w ould ne ver be conten ted,

until he w as free. When a slave reached this de cision, he w as in a

very hopeful sta te. He was near the Under ground Rail Road, and

was sure to f ind i t, sooner or la ter . At this thoug htful period, Ar cher

was thir ty-one y ears of age, a man of medium siz e, and belong ed

to the t wo leading br anches of southern humani ty, i.e., he was half

whi te and half c olor edÑa dar k mula t to. H is arriv al in Philadelphia,

per one o f the Richmond ste amers, was greeted wi th jo y by the

Vigilanc e Commi t tee, who extende d to him the usual aid and c are,

and forwarded him on to fr eedom. For a number o f years, he has

been a citiz en of Boston.
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SAMUEL BUSH, ALIAS WILLIAM
OBLEBEE.

This Òpiece of pr oper tyÓ fled in the fall o f 1853. As a specimen o f this

article o f commer ce, he evinc ed consider able in tellig ence. He was a

man of dar k color , althoug h not totall y fr ee fr om the admixtur e of

the ÒsuperiorÓ southern blood in his v eins; in sta tur e, he was only

ordinar y. For le aving, he gave the f ollo wing r easons: ÒI found tha t I

was working f or m y master , for his ad vantage, and when I w as sick, I

had to pa y just as much as if I w ere wellÑ$7 a mon th. But m y master

was cross, and said that he in tende d to sell meÑto do be t ter b y me

another y ear. Times gr ew w orse and w orse, constan tl y. I thoug ht, as

I had heard, tha t if I c ould r aise thir ty dollars I c ould c ome away.Ó He

at onc e saw the v alue of mone y. To his mind i t me ant li ber ty fr om

that momen t. Thenc efor th he de cided to tr easure up every dollar he

could g et hold o f un til he c ould ac cumula te at le ast enoug h to g et

out o f ÒOld Vir ginia.Ó He was a marrie d man, and thoug ht he had a

wif e and one child, but on r ef lection, he f ound out tha t the y did not

actuall y belong to him, but to a c arpen ter , by the name o f Bailey. The

man whom Samuel w as compelle d to c all master w as named Hoyle.

The Commi t teeÕs inter view wi th Samuel w as quite satisfac tor y,

and the y cheerfull y accorded to him br other ly kindness and

material aid a t the same time.

JOHN SPENCER AND HIS SON
WILLIAM, AND JAMES ALBERT.

These individuals esc aped fr om the e astern shor e of Mar yland, in

the Spring o f 1853, but were led to c onclude tha t the y could en joy

the fr eedom the y had aimed to f ind, in N ew Jersey. They pr ocur ed

emplo yment in the neig hbor hood o f Haddonf ield, some six or eig ht
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miles fr om Camden, N ew Jersey, and were succeeding, as the y

thoug ht, very well.

Things w ent on fa vorably for about thr ee months, when to their

alarm Òslave-hun ters w ere discovered in the neig hbor hood,Ó and

suff icien t evidenc e was obtained to mak e it qui te plain tha t, John,

William and J ames were the iden tic al persons, f or whom the hun ters

were in Òhot pursui t.Ó When br ought to the Commi t tee, they were

pret ty thor oughly alarme d and f elt v ery anxious to be saf ely off

to Canada. While the Commi t tee always render ed in such c ases

imme diate pr otection and aid, the y nevertheless, felt, in vie w of the

imminen t dang ers existing under the fug itiv e slave law, that persons

disposed to thus stop b y the w ay, should be v ery plainl y given to

understand, tha t if the y were captur ed the y would ha ve themsel ves

the most to blame. B ut the dr ead of Slavery was strong in the minds

of these fug itiv es, and they very full y realized their f oll y in stopping

in N ew Jersey. The Commi t tee procur ed their tick ets, helpe d them

to disguise themsel ves as much as possible, and admonishe d them

not to stop shor t o f Canada.

HETTY SCOTT ALIAS MARGARET
DUNCANS AND DAUGHTER
PRISCILLA.

This mother and da ughter had be en the Òchat tels personalÓ of Daniel

Coolby of Harvard, Md. Their lot had be en tha t o f or dinar y slaves

in the c ountr y, on farms, &c. The motiv e which pr ompte d them

to escape was the fact tha t their master had Òthr eatened to sellÓ

them. H e had a rig ht to do so; but H et ty was a lit tle sque amish

on this poin t and took gr eat umbr age at her Òkind master .Ó In this

Òdisobedien tÓ state o f mind, she de termine d, if har d strugg ling

would enable her , to def eat the thr eats of Mr . Daniel Cool by, that he

should not much long er have the satisfac tion o f enjoying the frui t
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of the toil o f herself and o ffspring. She at onc e began to pr epare for

her journe y.

She had thr ee childr en of her o wn to bring, besides she w as

intima tel y acquain ted wi th a young man and a y oung w oman, both

slaves, to whom she f elt tha t i t w ould be saf e to c onf ide her plans

wi th a vie w of in viting them to ac company her . The young c ouple

were ready converts to the eloquen t speech deliv ered to them b y

Het ty on Freedom, and w ere qui te willing to ac cept her as their

leader in the emer gency. Up to the hour o f set ting out on their

lonel y and fatiguing journe y, arrangements were being carefull y

comple ted, so that ther e should be no dela y of any kind. A t the

appoin ted hour the y were all moving nor th ward in good or der.

Arriving a t Quak ertown, Pa., they found friends o f the sla ve, who

welcomed them to their homes and sympa th y, gladdening the

hearts of all c oncerned. For pruden tial r easons it w as deemed

desir able to separ ate the par ty, to send some one w ay and some

another . Thus safely, thr ough the kind o ff ices and aid of the friends

at Quak ertown, the y were duly forwarded on to the Commi t tee in

Philadelphia. H ere similar ac ts of chari ty were extende d to them,

and the y were dir ected on to Canada.

ROBERT FISHER.

THIS PASSENGER AVAILS HIMSELF OF HOLIDAY WEEK, BETWEEN

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEARÕS, TO MAKE HIS NORTHERN TRIP.

Rober t w as about thir ty years of age, dark color , qui te tall, and in

talking wi th him a li t tle while, i t w as soon discovered tha t Slavery

had not crushe d all the br ains out o f his he ad by a good deal.

Nor w as he so much at tached to his Òkind-he arted master ,Ó John

Edward Jackson, of Anne Arundel, M d., or his old f iddle, tha t he w as

conten ted and happ y while in bondag e. Far fr om i t. The fac t w as,

that he ha ted Slavery so decidedly and had such a cle ar common

sense-lik e view of the e vils and miser y of the system, tha t he
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declared he had as a mat ter o f principle r efr ained fr om marr ying,

in or der tha t he mig ht have no r eason to grie ve over having added

to the w oes of slaves. Nor did he wish to be encumber ed, if the

oppor tuni ty offered to esc ape. According to la w he w as enti tle d to

his fr eedom at the ag e of t wenty-f ive.

But wha t rig ht had a negr o, which whi te slave-holders w ere

Òbound to respect?Ó Many who had be en wille d fr ee, were held just

as firml y in Slavery, as if no will had e ver been made. Rober t had too

much sense to suppose tha t he c ould gain an ything b y seeking legal

redress. This method, ther efore, was consider ed out o f the question.

But in the me antime he w as growing v ery natur ally in fa vor o f the

Under ground Rail Road. From his experienc e Rober t did not hesi tate

to say tha t his master w as Òmean,Ó Òa very hard man,Ó who would

work his ser vants early and late, wi thout allo wing them f ood and

clothing suf f icien t to shield them fr om the c old and hung er. Rober t

certainl y had unmistakable mar ks about him, o f having been used

roughly. He thoug ht very well o f Nathan H arris, a f ellow-ser vant

belong ing to the same o wner , and he made up his mind, if N athan

would join him, nei ther the length o f the journe y, the loneliness

of nig ht tr avel, the c oldness of the w eather , the f ear of the sla ve-

hun ter , nor the sc antiness o f their me ans should de ter him fr om

making his w ay to fr eedom. Nathan listene d to the pr oposal, and

was suddenly converted to fr eedom, and the t wo uni ted during

Christmas w eek, 1854, and set out on the Under ground Rail Road.

It is ne edless to say tha t the y had tr ying dif f iculties to enc ounter .

These the y expected, but all w ere overcome, and the y reached the

Vigilanc e Commi t tee, in Philadelphia saf ely, and were cordiall y

welcomed. During the in ter view, a full in ter change of thoug ht

resulted, the fug itiv es were well cared for, and in due time both

were forwarded on, fr ee of cost.
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HANSEL WAPLES.

This tr aveler arriv ed fr om Millsbor o, Indian River, Delaware, wher e

he was owned by Wm. E. Bur ton. W hile H ansel did not r eally own

himself, he had the r eputa tion o f having a wif e and six childr en. In

June, some six mon ths prior to her husbandÕ s arriv al, HanselÕs wif e

had been allowed by her mistr ess to go out on a begg ing expedi tion,

to r aise money to bu y herself; but c ontr ary to the e xpectation o f her

mistr ess she never r eturne d. Doubtless the mistr ess looked upon

this c ourse as a piece of the most hig hhanded stealing. Hansel did

not spe ak of his o wner as being a har d man, but on the c ontr ary

he thoug ht tha t he w as about as ÒgoodÓ as the best that he w as

acquain ted wi th. W hile this w as true, ho wever, Hansel had qui te

good gr ound f or belie ving tha t his master w as about to sell him.

Dreading this fa te he made up his mind to g o in pursui t o f his wif e

to a Free state. Exactl y wher e to look or ho w to f ind her he c ould

not tell.

The Commi t tee advised him to Òsearch in Canada.Ó And in order

to enable him to g et on quickl y and safely, the Commi t tee aided him

wi th mone y, &c., in 1853.

ROSE ANNA TONNELL ALIAS MARIA
HYDE.

She fled fr om Isaac Tonnell o f Georgetown, Delaware, in Christmas

week, 1853. A young w oman wi th a li t tle bo y of seven years of age

accompanie d Rose Anna. Fur ther than the simple fac t o f their ha ving

thus safely arriv ed, except the e xpense incurr ed by the Commi t tee,

no other par ticulars appe ar on the r ecords.
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MARY ENNIS ALIAS LICIA HEMMIN.

Mar y arriv ed wi th her t wo childr en in the e arly Spring o f 1854.

The mother w as a woman of about thir ty-thr ee years of age,

qui te tall, wi th a countenanc e and general appearance well f it ted

to awaken sympath y at f irst sig ht. Her oldest child w as a lit tle

gir l seven years of age, named Lydia; the other w as named Louisa

Caroline, thr ee years of age, both pr omising in appe arance. They

were the so c alled pr oper ty of John Ennis, o f Georgetown, Delaware.

For their f light the y chose the de ad of Winter . After le aving the y

made their w ay to W est Chester , and ther e found friends and

securi ty for several weeks, up to the time the y reached Philadelphia.

Probably the friends wi th whom the y stoppe d thoug ht the w eather

too inclemen t f or a w oman wi th childr en dependen t on her suppor t

to tr avel. Long bef ore this mother esc aped, thoug hts of li ber ty f ille d

her he art. She was ever w atching f or an oppor tuni ty, that w ould

encour age her to hope f or safety, when onc e the at tempt should be

made. Until, ho wever, she was convinc ed tha t her t wo childr en were

to be sold, she c ould not qui te muster c our age to set out on the

journe y. This thr eat to sell pr oved in multi tudes o f instanc es, Òthe

last str aw on the c amelÕs back.Ó When nothing else w ould star t them

this w ould. Mar y and her childr en were the onl y slaves owned by

this Ennis, c onsequentl y her duties w ere that o f ÒJack of all tr ades;Ó

sometimes in the f ield and some times in the barn, as w ell as in the

ki tchen, b y which, i t is ne edless to say, that her lif e was render ed

servile to the last degr ee.

To bind up the br oken heart o f such a poor sla ve mother , and

to aid such tender plan ts as were these li t tle g ir ls, fr om such a

wr etche d state o f barbarism as e xiste d in poor li t tle Dela ware, was

doubl y gratif ying to the Commi t tee.
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Sam, Isaac, Perry, Charles and
Green

ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS

REWARD.ÑRan away on Satur day nig ht, the 20th September ,

1856, from the subscri ber, living in the nin th distric t o f

Carroll c ounty, Maryland, t wo Negro Men, SAM and ISAAC.

Sam calls himself Samuel S ims; he is very black; sho ws his

teeth v ery much when he la ughs; no per cepti ble mar ks; he

is 5 feet 8 inches hig h, and about thir ty years of age, but has

the appe arance of being much older .

Isaac calls himself I saac Dotson he is about nine teen years

of age, stout made, but r ather chunky; br oad across his

shoulders, he is about f ive feet f ive or six inches hig h, always

appears to be in a g ood humor; la ughs a good deal, and

runs on wi th a good deal of foolishness; he is o f very lig ht

color , almost y ellow, might be c alled a yellow boy; has no

percepti ble mar ks.

They have such a variety of clothing tha t i t is almost
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useless to say anything about them. N o doubt the y will

change their names.

I will g ive the above reward for them, o f one thousand

dollars, or f ive hundr ed dollars f or ei ther o f them, if tak en

and lodg ed in any jail in Mar yland, so tha t I get them again.

Also two of Mr . DadeÕs, living in the neig hbor hood, w ent

the same time; no doubt the y are all in c ompany tog ether .

THOMAS B. OWIN GS.

s24-6t Wit*||

These passengers r eached the Philadelphia sta tion, about the 2 4th

of September , 1856, five days after the y escaped fr om Carr oll

county. They were in f ine spiri ts, and had borne the fa tigue and

priv ation o f tr avel br avely. A free and in ter esting in ter view took

place, between these passengers and the Commi t tee, elici ting much

inf orma tion, espe ciall y wi th r egard to the w orkings o f the system on

the farms, fr om which the y had the g ood luck to f lee. Each of the

par ty was thor oughly questione d, about ho w time had passe d wi th

them a t home, or r ather in the prison house, wha t kind o f men their

masters w ere, how the y fed and clothe d, if the y whippe d, bought or

sold, whe ther the y were members o f chur ch, or not, and man y mor e

questions ne edless to enumer ate bearing on the domestic r elation

which had e xiste d between themsel ves and their masters. These

queries the y answered in their o wn w ay, wi th in tellig ence. Upon the

whole, their lot in Sla very had been rather mor e favorable than the

average run o f slaves.

No record was made of any very severe tr eatmen t. In fact, the

notic es made of them w ere very brief, and, but f or the elabor ate

way in which the y were descri bed in the ÒBaltimor e Sun,Ó by their

owners, their narr ativ es would har dly be consider ed of suf f icien t

inter est to r ecord. The heavy rewards, beautiful descriptions, and

elegant illustr ations in the ÒSun,Ó were very at tr activ e reading. The

Vigilanc e Commi t tee took the ÒSun,Ó for nothing else under the

sun but f or this spe cial li ter atur e, and for this purpose the y always

consider ed the ÒSunÓ a cheap and reliable paper .
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A slave man or w oman, running f or lif e, he wi th a bundle on his

back or she wi th a babe in her arms, w as always a very in ter esting

sight, and should al ways be held in r emembr ance. Likewise the

descriptions g iven by slave-holders, as a g eneral rule, sho wed

consider able artistic po wers and a most thor ough kno wledge of

the ph ysical outlines o f this pe culiar pr oper ty. Indeed, the ar t must

have been studie d at ten tiv ely for pr actic al purposes. W hen the

advertisemen ts were received in ad vance of arriv als, which w as

always the c ase, the descriptions g enerally were found so lif elike,

that the Commi t tee preferr ed to tak e them in pr eference to put ting

themsel ves to the labor o f wri ting out ne w ones, f or futur e

reference. This we think, oug ht not to be c omplaine d of by any

who w ere so unfor tuna te as to lose w ayward servants, as it is but

fair to g ive credi t to all c oncerned. True, some times some o f these

beautiful ad vertisemen ts w ere open to g entle cri ticism. The one a t

the he ad of this r epor t, is cle arly of this char acter . For instanc e, in

descri bing I saac, Mr. Thomas B. Owings, r epresents him as being o f

a Òvery lig ht color ,Ó Òalmost y ellow,Ó Òmig ht be c alled a yellow boy.Ó

In the ne xt br eath he has no per cepti ble mar ks. Now, if he is Òvery

light,Ó that is a w ell-kno wn southern mar k, admi t ted everywher e. A

hin t to the wise is suf f icien t. However, judging fr om wha t w as seen

of Isaac in Philadelphia, ther e was more cunning than ÒfoolishnessÓ

about him. Sla ves sometimes, when w anting to g et away, would

make their o wners belie ve that the y were very happy and conten ted.

And, in using this kind o f foolishness, w ould k eep up appearances

until an oppor tuni ty offered for an escape. So Isaac might have

possessed this sagaci ty, which appe ared lik e nonsense to his master .

That slave-holders, abo ve all others, w ere in the habi t o f taking

special pains to enc our age foolishness, loud la ughing, ban jo playing,

low dancing, e tc., in the plac e of education, vir tue, self -r espect and

manly carriag e, slave-holders themsel ves are wi tnesses.

As Mr. Rober t Dade was also a loser, equally wi th Mr . Thomas B.

Owings, and as his ad vertisemen t w as of the same li berali ty and

high tone, i t seems but f it ting tha t i t should c ome in just her e, to

give weight and c omple teness to the stor y. Both Owings and D ade
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showed a consider able degr ee of southern chiv alr y in the li berali ty

of their r ewards. Doubtless, the lar ge sums thus o ffered awakened

a lively feeling in the br easts of old sla ve-hun ters. But i t is to be

supposed tha t the ar tful fug itiv es safely reached Philadelphia bef ore

the hun ters g ot even the f irst sc ent on their tr ack. Up to the pr esent

hour , wi th the o wners all ma y be pr ofound m yster y; if so, i t is

to be hope d, tha t the y may feel some in ter est in the solution o f

these w onders. The ar ticles so ac cur atel y descri bed must no w be

permi t ted to testif y in their o wn w ords, as taken fr om the r ecords.

Green Modock ackno wledges that he w as owned by William

Dorsey, Perr y by Rober t Dade, Sam and Isaac by Thomas Owings, all

farmers, and all Òtoug hÓ and Òpret ty mean men.Ó Sam and Isaac had

other names wi th them, but not such a v ariety of clothing as their

master mig ht have supposed. Sam said he left because his master

thr eatened to sell him to Ge orgia, and he belie ved tha t he me ant so

to do, as he had sold all his br others and sisters to Ge orgia some

time bef ore he escaped.

But this w as not all. Sam declared his master had thr eatened to

shoot him a shor t while bef ore he lef t. This w as the last str aw on the

camelÕs back. SamÕs heart w as in Canada ever af ter tha t. In tr aveling

he resolved tha t nothing should stop him. Char les offered the same

excuse as did Sam. He had been thr eatened wi th the a uction-block.

He left his mother fr ee, but f our sisters he lef t in chains. As these

men spok e of their toug h owners and bad tr eatmen t in Slavery,

they expr essed their indigna tion a t the ide a that Owings, D ade and

Dorsey had dar ed to r ob them o f their God-g iven rig hts. They were

only ignor ant farm hands. As the y dr ank in the fr ee air, the thoug ht

of their wr ongs aroused all their manhood. The y were all young

men, hale and stout, wi th str ong r esolutions to mak e Canada their

futur e home. The Commi t tee encour aged them in this, and aide d

them f or humani tyÕs sake.ÑMr . Rober t DadeÕs advertisemen t speaks

for i tself as follo ws:
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RAN AWAYÑOn Satur day nig ht, 20th inst.,

fr om the subscri ber, living ne ar Mount Air y P.O., Carroll

county, two Negro men, PERRY and CHARLES. Perr y is qui te

dark, full fac e; is about 5 f eet 8 or 9 inches hig h; has a scar on

one of his hands, and one on his legs, c aused by a cut fr om a

scythe; 25 years old. Char les is of a copper c olor , about 5 f eet

9 or 10 inches hig h; round shoulder ed, wi th small whisk ers;

has one cr ooked f inger tha t he c annot str aighten, and a scar

on his rig ht leg, c aused by the cut o f a scythe; 22 years old.

I will g ive two hundr ed and f if ty dollars e ach, if tak en in the

State and r eturne d to me, or se cur ed in some jail so tha t I

can get them again, or a $1, 000 f or the t wo, or $500 e ach, if

taken out o f the State, and secur ed in some jail in this S tate

so that I c an get them again. RO BERT DADE.

s23-3f.
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From Richmond and Norfolk,
VA

WILLIAM B. WHITE, SUSAN BROOKS AND WILLIAM HENR Y

ATKINS.ÑSTOWED AWAY IN THE STEAMSHIP CITY OF

RICHMOND.

But f or their hope o f li ber ty, their unc omf or table posi tion c ould

hardly have been endur ed by these fug itiv es. William had be en

compelle d to dig and del ve, to earn br ead and but ter , clothing and

luxuries, houses and land, e ducation and e ase for H.B. Dickinson,

of Richmond. W illiam smar ted fr equentl y; but wha t could he do ?

Complain t fr om a slave was a crime o f the de epest dye. So William

dug away mutel y, but c ontinue d to think, ne vertheless. He was a

man of about thir ty-six y ears of age, of dar k chestnut c olor , medium

size, and of pleasant manners to sa y the le ast. His owner w as a

tobac co manufac tur er, who held some thir ty slaves in his o wn rig ht,

besides hiring a gr eat man y others. W illiam w as regular ly emplo yed

by day in his masterÕs tobacco factor y. He was likewise emplo yed, as

one of the c arriers o f the Richmond Dispa tch; the time allot ted to f ill

the duties o f this o ff ice, was however, before sunrise in the morning.

It is but just to sta te, in fa vor o f his master , that W illiam w as himself

the r eceiver of a par t o f the pa y for this nig ht w ork. It w as by this

means William pr ocur ed clothing and c ertain other ne cessaries.

From William Õs repor t o f his master , he was by no me ans among

the w orst o f slave-holders in Richmond; he did not himself f log,

but the o verseer w as allowed to c onduc t this business, when i t

was consider ed necessary. For a long time W illiam had cherishe d a

str ong desir e to be fr ee, and had gone so far on se veral occasions

as to make unsuccessful at tempts to ac complish this end. A t last

he was only apprise d of his oppor tuni ty to c arr y his wishes in to

practic e a few momen ts bef ore the hour f or the star ting o f the

Under ground Rail Road tr ain.
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Being on the w atch, he haile d the privileg e, and lef t wi thout

looking back.

True he lef t his wif e and t wo childr en, who w ere fr ee, and a son

also who w as owned by Warner T oliver, of Glouc ester c ounty, Va.

We leave the r eader to de cide f or himself, whe ther W illiam did rig ht

or wr ong, and who w as responsible for the sorr ow of both husband

and wif e caused by the husbandÕs course. The Commi t tee received

him as a true and honest friend o f fr eedom, and as such aide d him.

SUSAN BROOKS.

Susan was also a passenger on the same ship tha t br ought Wm.

B. Whi te. She was from Norf olk. Her toil, bod y and str ength w ere

claime d by Thomas Eckels, Esq., a man of wealth and lik ewise a

man of in temper ance. With those who r egarded Slavery as a Òdivine

insti tution, Ó intemper ance was scarcely a mote, in the e yes of such.

For sixte en years, Susan had been in the habi t o f hiring her time,

for which she w as requir ed to pa y f ive dollars per mon th. As she

had the r eputa tion o f being a good cook and chambermaid, she w as

emplo yed steadily, sometimes on boa ts. This sum ma y ther efore be

consider ed reasonable.

Owing to the de ath o f her husband, about a y ear pr evious to her

escape, she had suffered greatl y, so much so, tha t on t wo or thr ee

occasions, she had fallen in to alarming f its,Ña fac t by no me ans

agreeable to her o wner , as he feared tha t the tr aders on le arning

her failing he alth w ould underr ate her on this ac count. But Susan

was rather thankful f or these signs o f weakness, as she was ther eby

enabled to ma tur e her plans and thus to elude de tection.

Her son having gone on ahead to Canada about six mon ths in

advance of her , she felt tha t she had str ong ties in the g oodl y land.

Every day she remained in bondag e, the cords bound her mor e

tig htl y, and Òweeks seemed lik e months, and mon ths lik e years,Ó

so abhorr ent had the pe culiar insti tution be come to her in e very
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particular . In this sta te o f mind, she sa w no other w ay, than b y

submi t ting to be se creted, until an oppor tuni ty should o ffer, via the

Under ground Rail Road.

So for f our mon ths, lik e a true and e arnest w oman, she endur ed

a great Òfight o f aff lic tion,Ó in this horri ble plac e. But the thoug ht o f

fr eedom enable d her to k eep her c our age up, un til the g lad news

was conveyed to her tha t all things w ere ready, providing tha t she

could g et safely to the boa t, on which she w as to be secreted. How

she succeeded in so doing the r ecord book fails to e xplain.

One of the me thods, which use d to suc ceed very well, in skillful

and br ave hands, was this: In or der to a void suspicion, the w oman

intending to be se creted, appr oached the boa t wi th a cle an ir oned

shir t on her arm, bar e headed and in her usual w orking dr ess,

looking g ood-na tur ed of course, and as if she w ere simpl y conveying

the shir t to one o f the men on the boa t. The at ten tion o f the o ff icer

on the w atch w ould not f or a momen t be at tr acted by a custom so

common as this. Thus saf ely on the boa t, the man whose business

it w as to put this pie ce of pr oper ty in the most saf e Under ground

Rail Road place, if he saw tha t every thing look ed favorable, would

quickl y arr ange mat ters wi thout being misse d fr om his duties. I n

numer ous instanc es, off icers were out wi t ted in this w ay.

As to wha t Susan had seen in the w ay of har dships, whe ther in

relation to herself or others, her stor y was most in ter esting; but i t

may her e be passed in or der to mak e room f or others. She lef t one

sister , named Mar y Ann Thar agood, who w as wanting to c ome away

very much. Susan was a woman of dar k color , round built, me dium

height, and about f or ty years of age when she escaped in 1854.

WILLIAM HENRY ATKINS.

William H enr y was also a fellow-passenger on the same boa t wi th

William B. W hi te and Susan Cooke. These might be set do wn, as

first-class Under ground Rail Road tr avelers.
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Henr y was a very lik ely-looking ar ticle. H e was quite smar t, about

six feet hig h, a dark mula t to, and w as owned by a Baptist minister .

For some c ause not sta ted on the books, not long bef ore leaving,

Henr y had r eceived a notic e fr om his o wner , (the Baptist Minister )

that he mig ht hun t himself a ne w master as soon as possi ble. This

was a business that H enr y had no r elish f or. The owner he alr eady

had, he conclude d bad enoug h in all c onscienc e, and it did not oc cur

to him tha t hun ting another w ould mend the ma t ter much. So in

thinking o ver the si tuation, he w as Òtaken sick.Ó He felt the ne ed

of a li t tle time to r ef lect upon ma t ters o f very weighty momen t

involving his fr eedom. So when he w as called upon one da y to g o to

his r egular toil, the answ er w as, ÒI am sick, I am not able to budg e

hardly.Ó The excuse took and H enr y at tende d fai thfull y to his Òsick

business,Ó for the time being, while on the other hand, the Baptist

Minister w aited patien tl y all the while f or W illiam to g et w ell enoug h

for hun ting a ne w master . What had to be done, ne eded to be done

quickl y, before his masterÕs patienc e was exhausted. William soon

had mat ters arr anged for tr aveling N or th. H e had a wif e, Eliza, for

whom he f elt the gr eatest af fection; but as he vie wed mat ters at

that time, he c onclude d tha t he c ould r eally do mor e for her in

Canada than he c ould in N orf olk. He saw no chanc e, either under

the Baptist minister , or under a ne w master . His wif e was owned by

Susan Langely. When the hour arriv ed to star t, as brave men usuall y

do, Henr y, having counted all the c ost, w as in his plac e on the boa t

wi th his fac e towards Canada.

How he look ed at mat ters on John BullÕs side of the house, le t ters

fr om Henr y will abundan tl y reveal as follo ws:

ST. CATHARINES, August 4, 1854.

MY DEAR SIR:ÑIt is wi th plesur e that I no w tak e my pen

to inf orm y ou tha t I am w ell at pr esent and I hope tha t these

few lines ma y f ind y ou in joying good health, and will y ou

plese to be so kind as to send a le ter do wn home f or me

if you plese to m y wif e, the r eason that I beg the fa vor o f

you I have wri t ten to y ou several times and ne ver r ecieve no
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answer, she donÕt no whar I am at I w ould lik e her to no, if i t

is posible eliz eran Actkins, and when y ou wri te will y ou plese

to send me all the ne ws, give my respect to all the famble y

and allso to Mr lunde y and his famble y and tell him plese to

send me those books if y ou plese the f irst chanc e you can

git. Mrs. W ood sends her lo ve to Mr . Still answ er this as soon

as on hand, the bo ys all send their lo ve to all, the r eason why

i sends for a answer wri te away i expect to liv e this and g o

up w est nex moun th not to sta y to g it some land, i ha ve no

mor e at pr esent, i r emain your friend.

W.H. ACTKINS.

ST. CATHARINES, C.W., October 5th, 1854.

MR. WILLIAM STILL:Ñ Dear Friend :ÑI tak e the li ber ty to

address to you a few lines in behalf o f my wif e, who is still a t

Norf olk, Va. I have heard by my friend Richmond Bohm, who

arriv ed latel y, that she w as in the hands o f my friend H enr y

Lovey (the same who had me in hand a t the time I star ted). I

understood tha t she w as about to mak e her star t this mon th,

and tha t she w as only waiting f or me to send her some

means. I would lik e for y ou to c ommunic ate the substanc e of

this le t ter to m y wif e, thr ough my friend H enr y Lovey, and

for her to c ome on as soon as she can. I would lik e to have

my wif e wri te to me a f ew lines b y the f irst oppor tuni ty. She

could wri te to y ou in Philadelphia, 31 Nor th Fif th str eet. I

wish to send m y love to y ou & your famil y & would lik e for

you to answ er this le t ter wi th the le ast possible delay in the

care of Hir am Wilson.

Very respectfull y yours,

W.H. ATKINS.

P.S. I would lik e for m y friend H enr y Lovey to send m y wif e

rig ht on to P hiladelphia; not to stop f or w ant o f means, for

I will f orward means on to m y friend W m Still. M y love to

my father & mother , my friend Lo vey & to all m y inquiring
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friends. I f you cannot f ind i t convenien t to wri te, ple ase

forward this b y the Boat. H.W.A.
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Four Arrivals

CHARLOTTE AND HARRIET ESCAPE IN DEEP

MOURNINGÑMASTER IN THE SAME CAR HUNTING FOR THEM,

SEES THEM, BUT DOES NOT KNOW THEM ÑWHITE L ADY AND

CHILD WITH A CO LORED COACHMAN, TRAVELINGÑAT

CHAMBERSBUEG AT A HOTEL, THE PROPRIETOR DETECTS THEM

AS U.G.R.R. PASSENGERSÑTHREE ÒLIKELYÓ YOUNG MEN FROM

BALTIM OREÑÓFOUR LARGE AND TWO SMALL HAMSÓÑPOLICE

OFFICES IMPARTING INFORMATION AT THE ANTI -SLAVERY

OFFICEÑU.G.R.R. PASSENGERS TRAVELING WITH THEIR

MASTERSÕ HORSES AND CARRIAGESÑÓBREAK DOWNÓÑCONFLICT

WITH WHITE MEN ÑSIX PASSENGERS RIDING TWO HORSES, &c.

About the 31st o f May, 1856, an exceeding ly anxious sta te o f

feeling existe d wi th the ac tiv e Commi t tee in Philadelphia. I n the

course o f t wenty-f our hours f our arriv als had come to hand fr om

dif ferent loc alities. The cir cumstanc es connected wi th the esc ape

of each par ty, being so unusual, ther e was scarcely ground f or any

other c onclusion than tha t disaster w as imminen t, if not impossi ble

to be averted.

It w as a day long to be r emember ed. Aside fr om the dang er,

however, a more encour aging hour had ne ver pr esented i tself in the

histor y of the Road. The cour age, which had so o ften be en shown

in the fac e of gr eat dang er, satisf ied the Commi t tee that ther e

were heroes and her oines among these passeng ers, full y enti tle d to

the appla use of the li ber ty-lo ving ci tiz ens of Brother ly Love. The

very idea of having to w alk for days and nig hts in suc cession, over

str ange roads, thr ough by-w ays, and valleys, over moun tains, and

marshes, was fit ted to appal the br avest hearts, especiall y wher e

women and childr en were concerned.

Being familiar wi th such c ases, the Commi t tee was delighted

beyond measure to obser ve how wisel y and successfully each of

these par ties had manag ed to o vercome these dif f iculties.
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Party No. 1 consiste d of Char lot te Giles and H arrie t Eglin, o wned by

Capt. Wm. Applegar th and John Delahay. Neither o f these g ir ls had

any great complain t to mak e on the sc ore of ill-tr eatmen t endur ed.

So they contriv ed each to g et a sui t o f mourning, wi th he avy black

veils, and thus dr essed, apparentl y absorbed wi th grief, wi th a friend

to pass them to the Baltimor e depot (har d place to pass, except

aided by an individual w ell kno wn to the R.R. c ompany), they took a

dir ect course f or Philadelphia.

While seated in the c ar, before leaving Baltimor e (wher e slaves

and masters both belong ed), who should en ter but the master o f

one of the g ir ls! In a very exci ted manner , he hurrie dly appr oached

Charlot te and H arrie t, who w ere apparentl y weeping. Peeping

under their v eils, ÒWhat is y our name,Ó exclaime d the e xci ted

gentleman. ÒMary, sir,Ó sobbed Char lot te. ÒWhat is y our name ?Ó (to

the other mourner ) ÒLizzie, sir ,Ó was the fain t r eply. On rushe d the

exci ted gentleman as if mo ved by steamÑthr ough the c ars, looking

for his pr oper ty; not f inding i t, he passed out o f the c ars, and to

the delig ht o f Char lot te and H arrie t soon disappe ared. Fair business

men w ould be lik ely to look a t this c onduc t on the par t o f the t wo

gir ls in the lig ht o f a Òsharp pr actic e.Ó In mili tar y par lance it mig ht be

regarded as excellent str ategy. Be this as it may, the Under ground

Rail Road passengers arriv ed safely at the P hiladelphia sta tion and

were gladly received.
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A brief sta y in the ci ty was thoug ht pruden t lest the hun ters mig ht

be on the pursui t. They were, ther efore, retaine d in safe quarters.

In the me antime, Arriv al No. 2 reached the Commi t tee. It consiste d

of a color ed man, a whi te w oman and a child, ten y ears old. This c ase

created no li t tle surprise. N ot tha t qui te a number o f passengers,

fair enoug h to pass f or whi te, wi th just a slig ht ting e of color ed

blood in their v eins, even sons and daughters o f some of the F.F.V.,

had not on v arious oc casions come over the U .G.R.R. But this par ty

was peculiar . An explanation w as sought, which r esulted in

ascertaining tha t the par ty was from Leesburg, Vir ginia; tha t David,

the c olor ed man, w as about t wenty-seven years of age, intellig ent,

and was owned, or claime d by Joshua Pusey. David had no taste f or

Slavery, indeed, felt tha t i t w ould be impossi ble for him to adapt

himself to a lif e of servitude f or the spe cial benef it o f others; he

had, already, as he thoug ht, been dealt wi th v ery wr ongfull y by

Pusey, who had depriv ed him o f many years of the best par t o f his

lif e, and would c ontinue thus to wr ong him, if he did not mak e a

resolute ef for t to g et away. So after thinking o f various plans, he

determine d not to run o ff as a slave wi th his Òbudget on his back, Ó

but to Òtravel as a coachman,Ó under the Òprotection o f a whi te lad y.Ó

In planning this ple asant scheme, D avid w as not blind to the fac t

that nei ther himself nor the Òwhi te lad y,Ó with whom he pr oposed to

tr avel, possessed either horse or c arriag e.

But his master
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happened to ha ve a vehicle tha t w ould answ er f or the oc casion.

David r easoned tha t as Joshua, his so called master , had depriv ed

him o f his just dues f or so man y years, he had a rig ht to borr ow, or

take wi thout borr owing, one o f JoshuaÕs horses for the e xpedi tion.

The plan w as submit ted to the lad y, and was approved, and a mutual

understanding her e enter ed in to, tha t she should hir e a carriag e,

and tak e also her li t tle g ir l wi th them. The lad y was to assume the

proprie torship o f the horse, c arriag e and coachman. I n so doing all

dangers would be, in their judgmen t, averted. The scheme being all

ready for execution, the time f or depar tur e was fixed, the c arriag e

hir ed, David having secur ed his master J oshuaÕs horse, and o ff the y

star ted in the dir ection o f Pennsylvania. Whi te people being so

accustome d to riding, and c olor ed people to driving, the par ty

looked all rig ht. No one suspected them, tha t the y were aware of,

while passing thr ough Vir ginia.

On r eaching Chambersbur g, Pa., in the evening, the y dr ove to a

hotel, the lad y alighted, holding b y the hand her w ell dr essed and

nice-looking li t tle da ughter , bearing herself wi th as independen t

an air as if she had o wned t wenty such bo ys as accompanie d her

as coachman. She did not hesi tate to en ter and r equest

accommoda tions f or the nig ht, f or herself, da ughter , coachman, and

horse. Being poli tel y told tha t the y could be ac commoda ted, all

that w as necessary was, that the lad y should sho w off to the best

advantage possible. The same dut y also rested wi th w eight upon the

mind o f David.

The nig ht passed safely and the morning w as ushered in wi th

brig ht hopes which w ere overcast but onl y for a momen t, ho wever.

Breakfast having been or dered and par taken of, to the lad yÕs

surprise, just as she w as in the ac t o f paying the bill, the pr oprie tor

of the hotel in tima ted tha t he thoug ht tha t mat ters Òlooked a li t tle

suspicious,Ó in other words, he said plainl y, that he Òbelieved tha t i t

was an Underground Rail Road movement;Ó but being an oblig ing

hotel-k eeper, he assured her a t the same time, tha t he Òwould not

betr ay them.Ó Just here it w as with them as i t w ould ha ve been on

any other r ail r oad when things thr eaten to c ome to a stand; the y

358 | The Under ground Railr oad



could do nothing mor e than mak e their w ay out o f the peril as

best the y could. One thing the y decided to do imme diatel y, namely,

to Òleave the horse and c arriag e,Ó and try other modes o f tr avel.

They conclude d to tak e the r egular passenger cars. In this w ay the y

reached Philadelphia. I n Harrisbur g, they had sought and r eceived

instruc tions ho w to f ind the Commi t tee in Philadelphia.

What r elations had pr eviousl y existe d between David and this

lady in Vir ginia, the Commi t tee knew not. I t look ed mor e like the

time spok en of in I saiah, wher e it is said, ÒAnd a li t tle child shall

lead them,Ó than any thing tha t had ever been pr eviousl y wi tnessed

on the Under ground Rail Road. The Under ground Rail Road never

practised the pr oscription g overning other r oads, on account o f

race, color , or pr evious condi tion. All w ere welcome to i ts

immuni ties, whi te or c olor ed, when the obje ct to be gaine d favored

fr eedom, or w eakened Slavery. As the sole aim appar ent in this c ase

was freedom f or the sla ve the Commi t tee received these tr avellers

as Underground Rail Road passengers.

Arriv al No. 3. Charles H. Ringold, Rober t Smi th, and John H enr y

Richards, all fr om Baltimor e. Their ages ranged fr om t wenty to

twenty-f our y ears. They were in appearance of the class most

inviting to men who w ere in the business o f buying and selling

slaves. Charles and John w ere owned by James Hodges, and Rober t

by Wm. H. Normis, living in Baltimor e. This is all tha t the r ecords

contain o f them. The e xci ting and hurr ying times when the y were in

charge of the Commi t tee probably forbade the wri ting out o f a mor e

detaile d account o f them, as w as often the c ase.

With the abo ve thr ee arriv als on hand, i t may be seen how gr eat w as

the dang er to which all c oncerned were exposed on account o f the

bold and open manner in which these par ties had esc aped fr om the

land o f the pe culiar insti tution. N ot wi thstanding, a f eeling o f very

great gr atif ication e xiste d in vie w of the suc cess at tending the ne w

and adventur ous modes o f tr aveling. I ndulg ing in r ef lections o f this

sort, the wri ter on g oing fr om his dinner tha t day to the an ti-sla very

off ice, to his surprise f ound an o ff icer awaiting his c oming. Said
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off icer w as of the ma yorÕs polic e force. Before many momen ts had

been allowed to pass, in which to c onjectur e his err and, the o ff icer,

eviden tl y bur dened wi th the impor tanc e of his mission, began to

state his business substan tiall y as follo ws:

ÒI have just r eceived a telegr aphic despatch fr om a slave-holder

living in Mar yland, inf orming me tha t six slaves had escaped fr om

him, and tha t he had r eason to belie ve that the y were on their

way to Philadelphia, and w ould c ome in the r egular tr ain dir ect

fr om H arrisbur g; fur thermor e I am r equested to be a t the depot

on the arriv al of the tr ain to arr est the whole par ty, for whom a

reward of $1300 is offered. Now I am not the man f or this business.

I would ha ve nothing to do wi th the c ontempti ble work of arr esting

fug itiv es. IÕd rather help them o ff. What I am telling y ou is

conf iden tial. M y object in c oming to the o ff ice is simpl y to notif y

the Vigilanc e Commi t tee so that the y may be on the look -out f or

them a t the depot this e vening and g et them out o f danger as soon

as possible. This is the w ay I f eel about them; but I shall telegr aph

back tha t I will be on the look -out. Ó

While the o ff icer w as giving this inf orma tion he w as listened to

most a t ten tiv ely, and every word he ut ter ed was carefull y weighed.

An air o f truthfulness, ho wever, was apparent; nevertheless he w as

a stranger and ther e was cause for gr eat cautiousness. During the

inter view an unopene d telegr aphic despatch which had c ome to

hand during the wri terÕs absence, lay on the desk. I mpr essed wi th

the belief tha t i t mig ht shed lig ht on the o ff icerÕs stor y, the f irst

oppor tuni ty tha t o ffered, i t w as seized, opened, and i t r ead as

follo ws: (Copied fr om the orig inal.)

HARRISBURG, May 31st, 1856.

WM. STILL, N . 5th St.:Ñ I have sent via at t wo oÕclock f our

large and two small hams.

JOS. C. BUSTILL.

Here ther e was no room f or fur ther doubt, but much ne ed for

vigilanc e. Althoug h the despa tch w as not r ead to the o ff icer, not

that his stor y was doubte d, but pur ely for pruden tial r easons, he
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was nevertheless g iven to understand, tha t i t w as about the same

party, and tha t the y would be dul y look ed after . It w ould har dly

have been understood b y the o ff icer, had he been permi t ted to r ead

it so guar dedly was it w orded, i t w as indeed dead language to all

save the ini tia ted. In one par ticular espe ciall y, relativ e to the depot

wher e they were expected to arriv e, the o ff icer w as in the dar k,

as his despatch poin ted to the r egular tr ain, and of course to the

depot a t Eleventh and Mar ket str eets. The Under ground Rail Road

despatch on the c ontr ary poin ted to Broad and Callo whill str eets

ÒVia,Ói.e.Reading.

As notif ied, tha t evening the Òfour lar ge and t wo small hamsÓ

arriv ed, and turne d out to be o f the v ery f inest quali ty, just such

as any tr ader w ould ha ve paid the hig hest mar ket pric e for. Being

mindful o f the gr eat dang er of the hour , ther e was felt to be mor e

occasion just then f or anxie ty and w atchfulness, than f or che ering

and hurr ahing over the br ave passengers. To pr ovide f or them in

the usual manner , in view of the thr eatening aspe ct o f affairs, c ould

not be thoug ht o f. In this cri tic al hour i t devolved upon a member

of the Commi t tee, for the saf ety of all par ties, to f ind ne w and

separate plac es of accommoda tion, espe ciall y for the six kno wn to

be pursue d. To be stor ed in other than priv ate families w ould not

answer. Three or f our such w ere visited at onc e; after le arning o f the

danger much sympa th y was expr essed, but one af ter another made

excuses and refused. This w as painful, f or the par ties had plen ty of

house r oom, w ere identif ied wi th the oppr essed race, and on public

meeting oc casions made loud pr ofessions of devotion to the c ause

of the fug itiv e, &c. The memor y of the hour and cir cumstanc es is

still fr esh.

Accommoda tions w ere finall y pr ocur ed for a number o f the

fug itiv es with a wido w w oman, (Ann Laws) whose oppor tuni ties f or

succor w ere far less than a t the plac es wher e refusals had been

met wi th. But Mrs. L. w as kind-he arted, and nobl y manif ested a

willingness to do all tha t she could f or their saf ety. Of course the

Commi t tee felt bound to be ar wha tever expense mig ht ne cessarily

be incurr ed. Here some of the passeng ers were kept f or several
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days, stric tl y priv ate, long enoug h to g ive the slave-hun ters full

oppor tuni ty to tir e themsel ves, and give up the chase in despair .

Some belong ing to the f ormer arriv als had also to be similar ly kept

for the same r easons. Through careful manag ement all w ere

succored and cared for. Whilst much in ter esting inf orma tion w as

obtaine d fr om these several arriv als: the inciden ts connected wi th

their liv es in Slavery, and when esc aping w ere but brief ly wri t ten

out. Of this f our th arriv al, however, the f ollo wing in tellig ence will

doubtless be hig hly gratif ying to the friends o f fr eedom, wher ever

the labors o f the Under ground Rail Road may be appr eciated. The

people r ound about H agersto wn, Mar yland, may lik e to kno w ho w

these ÒarticlesÓ got o ff so successfully, the cir cumstanc es of their

escape having doubtless cr eated some exci temen t in tha t r egion o f

the c ountr y.

Arriv al No. 4. Charles Bir d, George Dorsey, Angeline Brown, Al ber t

Brown, Char les Brown and Jane Scot t.

Charles was twenty-f our y ears of age, quite dar k, of quick motion,

and r eady speech, and in e very way appearing as thoug h he could

take care of himself. H e had occupie d the c ondi tion o f a farm

labor er. This calling he c onclude d to f orsake, not be cause he

dislik ed farming, but simpl y to g et rid o f David Clar gart, who

professed to o wn him, and c ompelle d him to w ork wi thout pa y,

Òfor nothing. Ó While Char les spoke favorably of Clar gart as a man,

to the e xten t, at all e vents, of testif ying tha t he w as not wha t w as

called a hard man, nevertheless Char les was so decidedly opposed

to Slavery tha t he f elt c ompelle d to look out f or himself. Ser ving

another man on the no pa y principle, a t the same time liable to be

f logged, and sold at the ple asure of another , Charles felt w as worse

than he athenish vie wed in an y lig ht wha tsoever. He was prepared

ther efore, to leave wi thout dela y. He had four sisters in the hands

of Clar gart, but wha t could he do f or them but le ave them to

Providenc e.

The next on the list w as George Dorsey, a comr ade of Char les. He

was a young man, o f medium siz e, mixed blood, in tellig ent, and a

brave fellow as will appe ar pr esentl y.
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This par ty in or der to g et over the r oad as expedi tiousl y as

possible, availed themsel ves of their masterÕs horses and w agon

and moved off civill y and r espectabl y. About nine miles fr om home

on the r oad, a couple o f whi te men, f inding their c arriag e broken

down appr oached them, unc eremoniousl y seized the horses b y the

reins and w ere eviden tl y about to assume a uthori ty, supposing tha t

the bo ys would surr ender a t onc e. But inste ad of so doing, the

boys struck a way at them wi th all their mig ht, wi th their lar ge

clubs, not e ven waiting to he ar wha t these superior individuals

wanted. The effect o f the clubs br ought them pr ostr ate in the r oad,

in an at ti tude r esembling t wo men dr eaming, (it w as in the nig ht.)

The vic torious passeng ers, seeing tha t the smashe d up c arriag e

could be o f no fur ther use to them, quickl y conceived the ide a

of unhi tching and a t tempting fur ther pursui t on horseback. Each

horse w as requir ed to c arr y thr ee passengers. So up the y moun ted

and off the y galloped wi th the horsesÕ heads turne d dir ectl y to wards

Pennsylvania. No fur ther dif f icult y pr esented i tself un til af ter the y

had tr aveled some for ty miles. H ere the poor horses br oke down,

and had to be abandone d. The fug itiv es were hopeful, but o f the

dif f iculties ahe ad they wot not; sur ely no f lowery beds of ease

awaited them. For one whole w eek the y were oblig ed to far e as

they could, out in the w oods, over the moun tains, &c. H ow the y

overcame the trials in this si tuation w e cannot under take to

descri be. Suf f ice it to sa y, at the end o f the time abo ve mentione d
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they managed to r each Harrisbur g and found assistanc e as already

intima ted.

George and Angeline, (who w as his sister ) wi th her t wo boys had

a consider able amoun t o f whi te blood in their v eins, and belong ed

to a w ealth y man by the name o f George Schaeffer, who w as in the

milling business. The y were of one mind in r epresenting him as a

hard man. ÒHe would o ften thr eaten to sell, and w as very hard to

please.Ó George and Angeline lef t their mother and ten br others and

sisters.

Jane was a well-gr own g ir l, smar t, and not bad-looking, wi th a f ine

brown skin, and w as also owned by Schaeffer.

Let ters fr om the en terprising Char lot te and H arrie t (arriv al No. 1),

brought the gr atif ying in tellig ence, that the y had found g ood homes

in Western N ew York, and valued their fr eedom hig hly. Three out o f

qui te a number o f let ters r eceived fr om them fr om time to time ar e

subjoine d.

SENNETT, June, 1856.

MR. WILLIAM STILL:Ñ Dear Sir :ÑI am happ y to tell y ou

that Char lot te Gildes and m yself have got along thus far

safely. We have had no tr ouble and f ound friends all the w ay

along, for which w e feel very thankful to y ou and to all our

friends on the r oad since we left. We reached Mr . LoguenÕs

in Syracuse, on last Tuesday evening & on W ednesday t wo

gentlemen fr om this c ommuni ty called and w e went wi th

them to w ork in their families. W hat I wish y ou would do

is to be so kind as to send our clothes to this plac e if the y

should fall in to y our hands. W e hope our uncle in Baltimor e

will g et the le t ter Char lot te wr ote to him last Sabba th, while

we were at your house, c oncerning the clothes. P erhaps the

best w ould be to send them to S yracuse to the care of Mr.

Loguenand he will send them to us. This will mor e certainl y

ensure our g et ting them. I f you hear anything tha t w ould

be in ter esting to Char lot te or me fr om Baltimor e, please

dir ect a let ter to us to this plac e, to the c are of Revd. Chas.
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Anderson, Sennet t, Cayuga Co., N.Y. Please give my love and

Charlot teÕs to Mrs. Still and thank her f or her kindness to us

while a t your house.

Your af fectiona te friend,

HARRIET EGLIN.

SECOND LETTER.

SENNETT, July 31st, 1856.

MR. WM. STILL:Ñ My Dear Friend :ÑI have just r eceived

your note o f 29th inst. and allo w me de ar sir , to assure you

that the onl y let ter I ha ve wri t ten, is the one y ou r eceived,

an answer to which y ou sent me. I ne ver wr ote to Baltimor e,

nor did an y person wri te f or me ther e, and it is

wi th indescribable grief , that I he ar wha t your le t ter

communic ates to me, o f those who y ou say have got ten in to

dif f icult y on m y account. M y Cousin Char lot te who c ame

wi th me, g ot in to a good plac e in this vicini ty, but she c ould

not c onten t herself to sta y her e but just one weekÑshe then

went to CanadaÑand she is the one who b y wri ting ( if any

one), has brought this tr ouble upon those to whom y ou r efer

in Baltimor e.

She has wri t ten me t wo let ters fr om Canada, and by

nei ther o f them c an I ascertain where she livesÑher le t ters

are mailed at Suspension Bridg e, but she does not liv e ther e

as her let ters sho w. In the f irst she does not e ven sign her

name. She has eviden tl y emplo yed some person to wri te,

who is ne arly as ignor ant as herself. I f I kne w wher e to f ind

her I w ould f ind out what she has wri t ten.

I don Õt know but she has told wher e I liv e, and may yet get

me and m y friends her e, in tr ouble too, as she has some in

other plac es. I donÕt wish to have you tr ouble y ourself about

my clothes, I am in a plac e wher e I can get all the clothes I
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want or ne ed. Will y ou ple ase wri te me when c onvenien t and

tell me wha t you hear about those who I f ear are suffering

as the r esult o f their kindness to me ? May God, in some w ay,

grant them deliv erance. Oh the miser y, the sorr ow, which

this curse d system o f Slavery is constan tl y bring ing upon

millions in this land o f boasted fr eedom!

Can you tell me wher e Sarah King is, who w as at your

house when I w as ther e? She was going to Canada to me et

her husband. Giv e my love to Mrs. S till & ac cept the same

yourself. Your much indebte d & oblig ed friend,

HARRIET EGLIN.

The Òdif f icult yÓ about which Harrie t expr essed so much r egret in

the abo ve let ter , had reference to a le t ter suppose d to ha ve been

wri t ten b y her friend Char lot te to Baltimor e, about her clothing. I t

had been in ter cepted, and in this w ay, a clue was obtained by one

of the o wners as to ho w the y escaped, who aide d them, e tc. On

the str ength o f the inf orma tion thus obtaine d, a well-kno wn c olor ed

man, named Adams, was straightway arr ested and put in prison a t

the instanc e of one o f the o wners, and also a sui t w as at the same

time insti tute d against the Rail R oad Compan y for damag esÑby

which steps qui te a huge exci temen t w as created in Baltimor e. As to

the c olor ed man Adams, the pr ospect look ed simpl y hopeless. Man y

hearts w ere sad in view of the doom which the y feared would fall

upon him f or obe ying a humane impulse (he had put the g ir ls on

the c ars). But wi th the Rail R oad Compan y i t w as a different mat ter;

they had mone y, power, friends, e tc., and c ould def y the c our ts.

In the c ourse o f a few mon ths, when the sui t against Adams and

the Rail Road Compan y came up, the Rail Road Compan y pr oved in

cour t, in def ense, that the pr osecutor en ter ed the c ars in search

of his runa way, and went and spok e to the t wo young w omen in

ÒmourningÓ the day the y escaped, looking e xpr essly for the iden tic al

par ties, f or which he w as seeking damag es before the c our t, and

that he de clared to the c onduc tor , on leaving the c ars, that the said

Òtwo gir ls in mourning, w ere not the ones he w as looking af ter ,Ó or in
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other w ords, that Ònei therÓ belonged to him. This posi tiv e testimon y

satisf ied the jur y, and the Rail Road Compan y and poor James Adams

escaped by the v erdic t not guilt y. The owner o f the lost pr oper ty

had the c osts to pa y of course, but whe ther he w as made a wiser or

bet ter man b y the oper ation w as never ascertaine d.

THIRD LETTER.

SENNETT, October 28th, 1856.

DEAR MR. STILL:ÑI am happ y to tell y ou tha t I am w ell and

happy. I still liv e wi th Rev. Mr. Anderson in this plac e, I am

learning to r ead and wri te. I do not lik e to tr ouble y ou too

much, but I w ould lik e to kno w if y ou have heard anything

mor e about m y friends in Baltimor e who got in to tr ouble

on our ac count. Do be ple ased to wri te me if y ou can give

me any inf orma tion about them. I f eel bad tha t the y should

suffer f or me. I wish all m y br ethr en and sisters in bondag e,

were as well o ff as I am. The gir l tha t c ame wi th me is in

Canada, near the Suspension Bridg e. I was glad to see Green

Mur dock, a color ed young man, who stoppe d at your house

about six w eeks ago, he knew my folks at the South. H e has

got in to a good plac e to w ork in this neig hbor hood. Giv e my

love to Mrs S till, and belie ve me your oblig ed friend,

HARRIET EGLIN.

P.S. I would lik e to kno w wha t became of Johnson, 1the

1.Johnson w as an unfor tuna te young fug itiv e, who, while

escaping, beheld his master or pursuer in the c ars, and

jumped ther efr om, crushing his f eet shocking ly by the

bold ac t.
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man whose f oot w as smashed by jumping o ff the c ars, he was

at your house when I w as ther e.

H.E.
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From Virginia, Maryland,
Delaware, North Carolina,
Washington, D.C., and South
Carolina

JAMES BURRELL,DANIEL WIGGINS, WM. ROBINSON, EDWARD

PEADEN, AND WIFE, ALEX BOGGS,SAMUEL STATER,HARRISON

BELL AND DAUGHTER, HARRIET ANN,DANIEL DAVIS, alias DAVID

SMITH, JAMES STEWART, alias WILLIAM JACKSON, HARRIET

HALEY, alias ANN RICHARDSON, BENJ. DUNCANS,alias GEORGE

SCOTT, MOSES WINES,SARAH SMITH, alias MILD RETH

PAGE, LUCY GARRETT, alias JULIA WOOD, ELLEN

FORMAN, alias ELIZABETH YOUNG, WM. W OODEN, alias WM.

NELSON, JAMES EDWARD HANDY, alias DENNIS CANNON, JAMES

HENRY DELANY alias SMART STANLEY, JAMES HENRY

BLACKSON, GEORGE FREELAND, MILES WHITE, L OUISA

CLAYTON, LEWIS SNOWDEN, alias LEWIS WILLIAMS, WM.

JOHNSON, JOHN HALL alias JOHN SIMPSON.

In or der to k eep this v olume wi thin due limi ts, in the c ases to be

notic ed in this chapter , it will be impossi ble to sta te mor e than a f ew

of the in ter esting par ticulars tha t mak e up these narr ativ es. While

some of these passengers mig ht not ha ve been made in the prison

house to drink o f the bi t ter cup as o ften as others, and in their f light

mig ht not ha ve been called upon to pass thr ough as severe perils as

fell to the lot o f others, ne vertheless justic e seems to r equir e, that,

as far as possible, all the passeng ers passing over the P hiladelphia

Under ground Rail Road shall be notic ed.

James Burr ell. James was certainl y justif iable in making his esc ape,

if f or no other r eason than on the sc ore of being ne arly related to

the chiv alr y of the South. H e was a mulat to (the son o f a whi te man

From Vir ginia, Mar yland, Delaware,
Nor th Car olina, Washington, D .C., and



eviden tl y), about thir ty-t wo years of age, medium siz e, and of an

agreeable appearance. He was owned by a maiden lad y, who liv ed

at W illiamsbur g, but not r equiring his ser vices in her o wn famil y,

she hir ed him out b y the y ear to a Mr . John Walker, a manufactur er

of tobac co, for which she r eceived $120 annually. This arr angement

was not satisfac tor y to James. He could not se e why he should be

compelle d to w ear the y oke like an ox. The mor e he thoug ht over his

condi tion, the mor e unhapp y was his lot, un til a t last he c onclude d,

that he c ould not stand Sla very any long er. He had wi tnessed a

great deal of the har dships o f the system o f Slavery, and he had

qui te enoug h in tellig ence to por tr ay the horr ors ther eof in v ery

vivid c olors. I t w as the auction-block horr or tha t f irst pr ompte d him

to seek fr eedom. W hile thinking ho w he w ould manag e to get away

safely, his wif e and childr en were ever pr esent in his mind. H e felt

as a husband should to wards his Òwife Betsy,Ó and likewise lo ved his

Òchildr en, Walter and Mar y;Ó but these belonged to another man,

who liv ed some distanc e in the c ountr y, wher e he had permission

to see them onl y once a week. This had i ts ple asure, it also had i ts

painful inf luenc e. The weekly par tings w ere a never-failing sour ce

of unhappiness. So when J amesÕ mind was full y made up to esc ape

fr om Slavery, he decided tha t i t w ould not be best to br eak the

secret to his poor wif e and childr en, but to g et o ff to Canada, and

after wards to tr y and see what he c ould do f or their deliv erance.

The hour f ixed to le ave Vir ginia arriv ed, and he star ted and

succeeded in r eaching Philadelphia, and the Commi t tee. On arriving

he needed medicine, clothing, f ood, and a carriag e for his

accommoda tion, all which w ere furnishe d fr eely by the Commi t tee,

and he w as duly forwarded to Canada. From Canada, wi th his name

changed, he wr ote as follo ws:

TORONTO, March 28th, 1854.

SIR, MR. STILLÑIt does me ple asure to f orward you this

let ter hopeing when this c omes to hand i t may f ind y our

famil y well, as they leaves me at pr esent. I will also sa y tha t

the friends ar e well. Allow me to sa y to y ou tha t I arriv ed
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in this plac e on Frida y last safe and sound, and f eeles well

under m y safe arriv al. Its true tha t I ha ve not be en emplo yed

as yet but I liv es hopes to be at w ork very shor tl y. I lik es this

ci ty very well, and I am in hopes tha t ther e a living her e for

me as much so as ther e for any one else. You will be ple ase

to wri te. I am bor ding at Mr . Phillip Õs Centr e Str eet.

I have nothing mor e at pr esent. Yours most r espectfull.

W. BOURAL.

DANIEL WIGGINS, alias DANIEL ROBINSON. Daniel f led fr om

Norf olk, Va., where he had been owned by the la te Richar d Scot t.

Only a few days before Daniel escaped, his so-c alled owner w as

summone d to his last ac count. While ill, just bef ore the close o f

his career, he often pr omised D. his fr eedom and also pr omised, if

restor ed, tha t he w ould mak e amends for the past, b y chang ing his

ways of living. H is son, who w as very reckless, he would fr equentl y

allude to and de clared, Òthat he,Ó the son, Òshould not ha ve his

Ôproper ty.'Ó These dying sen timen ts f ille d Daniel wi th gr eat hopes

that the da y of his enslavement w as nearly at an end. Unf or tuna tel y,

however, death visi ted the old master , ere he had made pr ovision

for his sla ves. At all e vents, no will w as found. Tha t he mig ht not fall

a prey to the r eckless son, he felt, tha t he must ner ve himself f or

a desperate strugg le to obtain his fr eedom in some other w ay, by

tr aveling on the Under ground Rail Road. While he had al ways been

debarr ed fr om book le arning, he w as, nevertheless, a man o f some

intellig ence, and by tr ade was a practic al Corker.

He was called upon in this tr ying hour to le ave his wif e wi th thr ee

childr en, but the y were, for tuna tel y, free. Coming to the Commi t tee

in w ant, the y cheerfull y aided him, and f orwarded him on to Canada.

Thence, immediatel y on his arriv al, he returne d the f ollo wing

grateful le t ter:

NEW BEDFORD, Mass., March 22d, 1854.

DEAR SIR:ÑI am happ y to inf orm y ou tha t I arriv ed in this

place this morning w ell and che erful. I am, sir , to you and

others under mor e obligations f or y our kindl y pr otection o f
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me than I c an in any way expr ess at pr esent. May the Lor d

preserve you un to eternal lif e. Remember m y respects to Mr .

Lund y and famil y. Should the boa t lay up ple ase let me kno w.

Yours r espectfull y,

DAVID ROBINSON.

Please forward to Dr . H. Lund y, after y ou have got ten

thr ough. With r espects, &c.

D.R.

WM. ROBINSON, alias THOS. HARRED. William ga ve satisfac tor y

evidenc e, at f irst sig ht, tha t he w as opposed to the unr equi ted labor

system in toto , and even hated still mor e the f logging pr actic es of

the chiv alr y. Althoug h he had r eached his t wenty-eig hth y ear, and

was a trul y fair spe cimen o f his r ace, considering his oppor tuni ties,

a few days before William lef t, the o verseer on the plan tation

at tempte d to f log him, but did not suc ceed. William Õs manhood w as

aroused, and he f logged the o verseer soundl y, if wha t he averr ed

was true. The name o f William Õs owner w as John G. Beale, Esq., of

Fauquier c ounty, Va. Beale was consider ed to be a man o f wealth,

and had in vested in Slave stock to the number o f seventy head.

According to W illiam Õs account o f Beale, he was a Òhard man and

thoug ht no mor e of his black pe ople than he did o f dogs.Ó When

William en ter ed upon the under taking o f fr eeing himself fr om

BealeÕs barbarism, he had but one dollar and t wenty-f ive cents in

his possession; but he had ph ysical str ength and a de termine d mind,

and being he artil y sick o f Slavery, he was willing to mak e the trial,

even at the c ost o f lif e. Thus hopeful, he pr osecute d his journe y

wi th suc cess thr ough str ange regions o f countr y, wi th but li t tle aid

or enc our agement bef ore reaching Philadelphia. This f eat, ho wever,

was not perf orme d wi thout g et ting lost b y the w ay. On arriving,

his shoes were gone, and his f eet w ere severely tr avel-w orn. The

Commi t tee render ed needed aid, etc., and sen t W illiam on to

Canada to w ork for himself, and to be r ecogniz ed as a subject o f

Great Bri tain.

EDWARD PEADEN AND WIFE HARRIET, AND SISTER CELIA. This
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man and his wif e and wif eÕs sister w ere a nice-looking trio, but

they br ought qui te a sad stor y wi th them: the sale o f their childr en,

six in number . The auction block had made such sad ha voc among

them, tha t no r oom w as left to hope, tha t their si tuation w ould

ever be impr oved by remaining. I ndeed the y had been under a v ery

gloom y cloud f or some time pr evious to le aving, f earing tha t the

auction block w as shortl y to be their doom. T o escape this fa te, the y

were constr ained to Òsecrete themsel ves for one mon th,Ó until an

oppor tuni ty offered them to se cur e a passage on a boat coming to

Philadelphia. Ed ward (the husband), w as about f or ty-f our y ears of

age, of a dark color , well made, full fac e, pleasant countenanc e, and

talk ed f luentl y. Dr. Price claimed him as his personal pr oper ty, and

exacted all his hir e and labor . For t welve years he had been hir ed out

for $100 per annum. H arrie t, the wif e of Edward, belong ed to D avid

Baines, of Norf olk. Her general appearance indic ated, tha t natur e

had favored her ph ysically and men tall y, althoug h being subje cted

to the drudg ery of Slave lif e, wi th no ad vantages for de velopmen t,

she was simply a living testimon y to the crushing inf luenc e of

SlaveryÑwi th a heart ne ver fr ee fr om the saddene d recollection o f

the auction block, on which all o f her childr en had been sacrif iced,

Òone by one.Ó Celia, the sister, also belonged to D . Baines, and was

kept hir ed outÑ was last in the ser vice of the Ma yor o f Norf olk. Of

her stor y nothing o f any momen t w as recorded. On their arriv al in

Philadelphia, as usual the y were handed over to the Commi t tee, and

their w ants were met.

WILLIAM D AVIS. All that the r ecords contain o f William is as

follo ws: He left Emmi tsbur g, Md., the pr evious Frida y nig ht, wher e

he had been held b y Dr. James Shoul. William is thir ty-t wo years

of age, dark color , rather belo w medium sta tur e. With r egard to his

slave lif e, he declared tha t he had be en Òroughly used.Ó Besides, for

some time bef ore escaping, he f elt tha t his o wner w as in the Ònotion

of tr adingÓ him off. The f ear tha t this appr ehended notion w ould be

carrie d in to execution, w as what pr ompte d him to le ave his master .

ALEXANDER BOGGS, alias JOHNSON HENSON. This subject w as

under the o wnership o f a certain John Ernie, who liv ed about thr ee
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miles fr om Baltimor e. Mr. Ernie had onl y been in possession o f the

wayward Alexander thr ee weeks, having pur chased him o f a tr ader

named Denni t, f or $550 . This was not the f irst time, ho wever, that he

had experienc ed the tr ouble o f chang ing masters, in c onsequence

of having been sold. Previousl y to his being dispose d of by the

tr ader Denni t, he had be en owned by Senator M errick, who had the

misfor tune to fail in business, in c onsequence wher eof, his slaves

had all to be sold and Ale xander wi th the r est, away fr om his wif e,

Caroline, and t wo childr en, James and Eliezer.

This w as a case that appealed for sympa th y and aid, which w ere

cheerfull y render ed by the Commi t tee. Alexander w as about f if ty

years of age, of dar k color . On the Records no account o f cruel

tr eatmen t is f ound, other than being sold, &c.

JOHN BROWN, alias JACOB WILLIAMS, arriv ed fr om

Frederickto wn, M d., wher e he had been working under the y oke of

Joseph Postl y. John w as a young man o f t wenty-nine y ears of age.

Up to the hour o f his escape, his lot had be en tha t o f an or dinar y

slave. Indeed, he had much less to c omplain o f wi th r eference to

usage than most sla ves; the onl y thing in this r espect the r ecords

contain, is simpl y a charge, that his master thr eatened to sell him.

But this did not se em to ha ve been the motiv e which pr ompte d John

to tak e leave of his master . Althoug h un tutor ed, he had mind enoug h

to c ompr ehend tha t Postl y had no rig ht to oppr ess him, and wr ong

him out o f his hir e. John c onclude d tha t he w ould not stand such

tr eatmen t any long er, and made up his mind to le ave for Canada.

After due e xamination the Commi t tee, finding his stor y reasonable,

gave him the usual assistanc e, advice and instruc tion, and sen t him

on Canada-w ard.

SAMUEL SLATER, alias PATTERSON SMITH, c ame fr om a place

called Power Bridg e, Md. He gave a satisfac tor y account o f himself,

and was commende d for having wisel y lef t his master , William

Mar tin, to e arn his br ead by the sw eat o f his o wn br ow. Mar tin had

held up the vision o f the a uction-block bef ore Sam; this was enough.

Sam saw tha t i t w as time f or him to be g et ting out o f dangerÕs way

wi thout dela y, so he presumed, if others c ould manag e to escape,
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he could too. And he suc ceeded. He was a stout man, about t wenty-

nine y ears of age, of dar k comple xion. N o par ticular men tion o f ill

tr eatmen t is f ound on the R ecords.

After arriving in Canada, his he art turne d wi th de ep in ter est and

affection to those lef t in the prison-house, as the f ollo wing le t ter

indic ates.

ST. CATHRINES Oct 29th.

MY DEAR FRIEND:Ñyours o f the 15th c ame to hand and I

was glad to he a from you and y our de ar famil y were well and

the r eason that I did not wri te sooner I e xpected get a let ter

fr om m y br other in pennsy lvania but I ha ve not r eceived any

as yet when I wr ote last I dir ected my let ter to philip sc ot t

minister o f the asbur y chur ch baltimor e and tha t w as the

reason that I thoug ht i t str ange I did not g et an answ er but

I did not put m y br other name to i t I made arr angements

before I lef t home wi th a famil y of smi ths tha t I w as to wri te

to and the le t ter tha t I enclose in this I w ant you to dir ect

it to D P hilip sc ot t in his c are for mrs c assey Jackson Duk e

Jacksons wif e and she will g ive to Priana smi th or Sar ah Jane

Smi th those ar e the persons I wish to wri te to I wish y ou to

wri te on as quick as you can and let them kno w tha t ther e is

a lady coming on b y the name o f mrs H olonsw or th and she

will c all and see you and y ou will f ind her a v ery in ter esting

and in telig ent person one w or th y of r espect and este em and

a high reputa tion I must no w bring m y let ter to a close no

mor e at pr esent but r emain your humble ser vant

PATTERSON SMITH

In my let ters I did not wri te to m y friends ho w the y shall

wri te to me but in the le t ter tha t you wri te you will ple ase to

tell them ho w the y shall wri te to me.

HARRISON BELL AND DAUGHTER HARRIET ANN. Father and

daughter w ere for tuna te enoug h to esc ape together fr om Norf olk,

Va.

Harrison w as just in the prime o f lif e, for ty years of age, stout
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made, good f eatur es, but in heig ht w as rather belo w medium, w as a

man of mor e than or dinar y shrewdness, by tr ade he was a chandler .

He alleged tha t he had be en used hard.

Harrie t Ann w as a well-gr own g ir l of pleasant appearance,

four teen years of age. Father and da ughter had e ach dif ferent

owners, one belong ed to James Snyder, the other to J ohn G.

Hodgson.

Harrison had be en inf orme d tha t his childr en were to be sold;

to pr event this shocking fa te, he w as prompte d to esc ape. Several

mon ths pr evious to f inding a chanc e to mak e a safe f light, he

secreted himself wi th his childr en in N orf olk, and so r emained up

to the da y he lef t, a passage having been secur ed for them on one

of the boa ts coming to P hiladelphia. W hile the r ecords contain no

def ini te account o f other childr en, it is eviden t tha t ther e were

others, but wha t became of them is not kno wn.

If at the time o f their arriv al, it had be en imag ined tha t the

glorious da y of univ ersal fr eedom w as only about eig ht years off,

doubtless much fuller r ecords would ha ve been made of these

strugg ling Under ground Rail Road passengers. If Harrison Õs relativ es

and friends, who suddenl y missed him and his da ughter H arrie t

Ann, in the S pring o f 1854, are still ignor ant o f his wher eabouts, this

very brief ac count o f their arriv al in Philadelphia, ma y be of some

satisfac tion to all c oncerned, not e xcepting his old master , whom he

had served so fai thfull y.

The Commi t tee finding them in ne ed, had the ple asure of

furnishing them wi th f ood, material aid and a c arriag e, wi th

cheering w ords and let ters o f in tr oduc tion to friends on the r oad to

Canada.

DANIEL DAVIS, ALIAS DAVID SMITH, ADAM NICHOLSON, ALIAS

JOHN W YNKOOP, REUBEN BOWLES, ALIAS CUNNIGAN, ARRIVED

FROM HEDGEVILLE, VA.

Daniel w as only about t wenty, just at a capital age to mak e a bold

strik e for fr eedom. The appe arance and air o f this y oung aspir ant f or

li ber ty indic ated tha t he w as not o f the ma terial to be held in chains.

He was a man of medium siz e, well-built, dar k color , and in tellig ent.
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Hon. Char les J. For tner , M.C. was the r epute d owner o f this y oung

fug itiv e, but the honor able gentleman ha ving no use f or his ser vices,

or because he may have profited mor e by hiring him out, D aniel w as

placed in the emplo y of a farmer , by the name o f Adam Quig ley. It

was at this time he r esolved tha t he w ould not be a sla ve any long er.

He declared tha t Quig ley was a Òvery mean man,Ó one for whom he

had no r espect wha tever. Indeed he felt tha t the system o f Slavery

was an abomination in an y form i t mig ht be vie wed. While he w as

yet so young, he had pr et ty clear views wi th r egard to Slavery, and

remember ed wi th f eelings o f deep indigna tion, ho w his fa ther had

been sold when he himself w as a boy, just as a horse mig ht have

been sold; and ho w his mother w as dragging her chains in Sla very,

up to the hour he f led. Thus in c ompany wi th his t wo companions

he was prepared for any sacrif ice.

AdamÕS tale is soon told; all that is on the old r ecord in addi tion to

his full name, is in the f ollo wing w ords: ÒAdam is dar k, rugg ed and

sensible, and w as owned by Alexander H ill, a drunkar d, gambler , &c.Ó

Reuben had be en hir ed out to J ohn Sabbard near Hedgeville.

Star tle d at hearing tha t he w as to be sold, he w as led to c onsider

the pr oprie ty of seeking f light via the Under ground Rail Road. These

thr ee young men w ere all f ine specimens o f farm hands, and

possessed mor e than average common sense, c onsidering the

oppr ession the y had to labor under . They walked the en tir e distanc e

fr om Hedgeville, Va., to Greenville, Pa. There they took the c ars and

walked no mor e. They appeared tr avel-w orn, garmen ts dir ty, and

for lorn; but the Commi t tee had them cle anly washed, hair cut and

shaved, change of clothing furnishe d, &c., which a t onc e made them

look lik e very dif ferent men. M eans were appropria ted to send them

on fr ee of cost.

JAMES STEWART, alias WM. JACKSON. James had been made

acquain ted wi th the P eculiar I nsti tution in F auquier c ounty, Va.

Being of sound judgmen t and f irm r esolution, he be came an enemy

to Slavery at a very early age; so much so, tha t by the time he

was twenty-one he w as willing to put in to pr actic e his views of the

system by leaving i t and g oing wher e all men ar e fr ee. Very dif ferent
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indeed were these notions, fr om those held b y his owner , Wm.

Rose, who belie ved in Slavery for the black man. So as James could

nei ther en joy his fr eedom nor e xpr ess his opinion in V ir ginia, he

determine d, tha t he had be t ter g et a passage on the Under ground

Rail Road, and leave the land o f Slavery and the obno xious

sentimen ts of his master . He, of course, saw formidable dif f iculties

to be enc ounter ed all the w ay along in esc aping, but these, he

consider ed, would be mor e easy for him to o vercome than i t w ould

be for him to le arn the lessonÑÓServants, obey your masters. Ó The

very idea made James sick. This, ther efore, was the secret o f his

escape.

HARRIET HALEY, alias ANN RICHARDSON, AND ELIZABETH

HALEY, alias SARAH RICHARDSON. These tr avelers succeeded in

escaping fr om Geo. C. Davis, of Harford county, Md. In or der to

carr y out their plans, they took ad vantage of Whi tsun tide, a holida y,

and wi th mar ked ing enui ty and perse verance, they managed to

escape and reach Quakertown Under ground Rail Road Station

wi thout obstruc tion, wher e protection and assistanc e were

render ed by the friends o f the c ause. After abiding ther e for a shor t

time, the y were forwarded to the Commi t tee in Philadelphia. Their

ages ranged fr om nine teen to t wenty-one, and the y were apparentl y

ÒservantsÓ of a very superior or der. The pleasure it af forded to aid

such young w omen in esc aping fr om a condi tion so loa thsome as

that o f Slavery in Mar yland, was unalloyed.

BENJAMIN D UNCANS,alias GEORGE SCOTT. This individual w as

in bonds under Thomas J effries, who w as a firm belie ver in the

doctrine: ÒServants, obey your masters, Ó and, furthermor e, while

laboring Òpret ty hardÓ to make Benjamin a convert to this ide a, he

had made BenjaminÕs lot an ything else than smooth. This tr eatmen t

on the par t o f the master made a wise and r esolute man o f the

Slave. For as he look ed earnestl y in to the fac t, tha t he w as only

regarded by his owner in the lig ht o f an ox, or an ass, his manhood

rebelled str aightway, and the true lig ht o f fr eedom told him, tha t he

must be willing to labor , and endur e suffering f or the gr eat priz e,

li ber ty. So, in company wi th f ive others, a t an appoin ted time, he
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set out f or fr eedom, and suc ceeded. The others, allude d to, passed

on to Canada dir ect. Benjamin w as induc ed to stop a f ew mon ths

in Pennsylvania, during which time he oc cupie d himself in farming.

He looked as if he w as well able to do a full da yÕs work at this

occupation. H e was about t wenty-f ive years of age, of unmix ed

blood, and w ore a pleasant countenanc e.

MOSES WINES. Por tsmouth, V a., lost one o f her most substan tial

labor ers in the person o f Moses, and Madam Abigail W heeler, a very

Òlikely article Ó of mer chandise. ÒNo complain tÓ as to Òill treatmen tÓ

was made by Moses against ÒMiss Abigail.Ó The truth was, he

admi t ted, tha t he had be en used in a Òmild w ay.Ó With some degr ee

of pride, he sta ted tha t he Òhad never been f logged.Ó But, f or the

Òlast fif teen years, he had been favored wi th the e xalted privileg e

of ÔhiringÕ his time at the ÔreasonableÕ sum of $12 per month.Ó As he

stood ple dged to ha ve this amoun t always ready, Òwhether sick or

well,Ó at the end o f the mon th, his mistr ess Ònever neg lected to be

in r eadiness to r eceive itÓ to the last cent. In this w ay Moses was

taught to be e xceeding ly punc tual. W ho w ould not c ommend such

a mistr ess for the punc tuali ty, if nothing mor e? But as smoothl y

as mat ters seemed to be g oing along, the mischie vous idea crept

into M osesÕ head, that he oug ht to ha ve some of the mone y claime d

by his ÒkindÓ mistress, and at the same time, the thoug ht w ould

often f orcibly pr ess upon his mind tha t he mig ht any day be sold.

In addi tion to this unple asant pr ospect, Vir ginia had just about tha t

time passed a law Òprohi bi ting Slaves from hiring their time ÓÑalso,

a number o f Ònew Polic e rules wi th r eference to Slaves and fr ee

color ed people,Ó all of which, the Òhumane Slave-holdersÓ of tha t

Òliberal State,Ó regarded as highly essential both f or the Òprotection

and safety of Master and Sla ve.Ó But the stupid-he aded Moses was

not ple ased wi th these arr angements. In common wi th man y of

the Slaves, he smarted severely under his he avy oppr ession, and

felt tha t i t w as similar to an old rule, which had be en onc e trie d

under P haraohÑnamel y, when the childr en of Israel were requir ed
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to Òmake bricks wi thout str aw.Ó But M oses was not a f it subject to

submi t to be rule d so inhumanl y.

Despite the be autiful sermons he had o ften listene d to in fa vor

of Slavery, and the man y wise laws, above alluded to, he c ould not

reconcile himself to his c ondi tion. The la ws and pr eaching w ere

alike as Òsounding br ass, and tinkling c ymbalsÓ to him. He made

up his mind, ther efore, that he must tr y a fr ee countr y; tha t his

manhood r equir ed him to mak e the ef for t at onc e, even at the risk o f

lif e. Father and husband, as he w as, and loving his wif e, Grace, and

son, Alphonso, tender ly as he did, he ne vertheless f elt himself to be

in chains, and tha t he c ould do but li t tle f or them b y remaining. H e

conceived tha t, if he c ould suc ceed in gaining his fr eedom, he mig ht

possibly aid them a way also. With this hope in him, he c ontriv ed to

secur e a priv ate passage on the ste amship Ci ty of Richmond, and

in this w ay reached Philadelphia, but not wi thout suf fering f earfull y

the en tir e journe y thr ough, owing to the narr owness of the spac e

into which he w as obliged to be sto wed in or der to g et away.

Moses was a man of medium siz e, qui te dar k, and gave promise

of being c apable of taking c are of himself in fr eedom. He had seen

much o f the cruelties o f Slavery inf lic ted upon others in v arious

forms, which he r elated in a w ay to mak e one shudder; but these

inciden ts were not r ecorded in the book a t the time.

SARAH SMITH, alias MILD RETH PAGE, and her daughter , nine y ears

of age. Sarah and her child w ere held to ser vice by the Rev. A.D.

Pollock, a r esident o f Wilmington, Del. Un til about nine mon ths

before she escaped fr om the Reverend gentleman, she w as owned

by Mrs. Elizabe th Le e of Fauquier Co., V a., who had mo ved wi th

Sarah to W ilmington. H ow Mr . Pollock c ame by Sarah is not sta ted

on the r ecords; perhaps by marriag e; be that as i t may, it w as owing

to ill tr eatmen t fr om her mistr ess that Sarah Òtook outÓ with her

child. Sar ah was a woman of becoming manners, o f a dark br own

comple xion, and look ed as thoug h she mig ht do a fair shar e of

housework, if tr eated well. As it r equir ed no gr eat ef for t to esc ape

fr om Wilmington, wher e the w atchful Garr et t liv ed, she reached
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the Commi t tee in Philadelphia wi thout much dif f icult y, received

assistance and was sent on her w ay rejoicing.

LUCY GARRETT, alias JULIA WOOD. John W illiams, who w as said

to be a Òvery cruel man, Ó residing on the W estern Shor e of Va.,

claime d Lucy as his chat tel personal. Julia, ha ving a liv ely sense of

his meanness stood much in f ear of being sold; ha ving seen her

father , thr ee sisters, and t wo br others, dispose d of at auction, she

was daily on the look -out f or her turn to c ome next. The g ood spiri t

of fr eedom made the w ay plain to her b y which an esc ape could be

effected. Being about nine teen years of age, she felt tha t she had

served in Slavery long enoug h. She resolved to star t imme diatel y,

and did so, and suc ceeded in r eaching Pennsylvania. Her

appearance recommende d her so w ell, tha t she w as prevailed upon

to r emain and ac cept a si tuation in the famil y of Joseph A. Dugdale,

so well kno wn in r eforma tor y cir cles, as an ardent friend o f

humani ty. While in his famil y she gave great satisfac tion, and w as

much este emed for uprig htness and industr y. But this plac e was not

Canada, so, when it w as deemed best, she was sent on.

ELLEN FORMAN, alias ELIZABETH YOUNG. Ellen had f ormer ly been

owned by Dr. Thomas, of the Eastern Shor e of Mar yland, but about

one year before escaping, she w as bought by a lady living in

Baltimor e known b y the name o f Mrs. Johnson. Ellen w as about

thir ty years of age, of slender sta tur e, and of a dark br own

comple xion. The r ecord makes no mention o f cruel tr eatmen t or

very hard usage, as a slave. From tr aveling, pr obably, she had

contr acted a very heavy cold, which thr eatened her wi th

consumption. The Commi t tee cheerfull y render ed her assistanc e.

WILLIAM W OODEN, alias WILLIAM NELSO N. While Dela ware was

not far fr om fr eedom, and while Sla very was consider ed to e xist

ther e compar ativ ely in a mild f orm, ne vertheless, wha t wi th the

impene tr able ignor ance in which i t w as the wont o f pr o-sla very

whi tes to k eep the slaves, and the un willingness on the par t o f slave-

holders g enerally to c onform to the spiri t o f pr ogress going on in
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the adjacent State o f Pennsylvania, it w as wonderful ho w the sla ves

saw thr ough the thick dar kness thus pr evailing, and ho w wide-

awake they were to escape.

It w as from this S tate, tha t W illiam W ooden f led. True, W illiam

was said to belong to Judg e Wooden, o f Georgetown, Del., but,

according to the stor y of his Òchat tel,Ó the Judge was not o f the

class who judg ed rig hteously. He had not onl y tr eated William badl y,

but he had thr eatened to sell him. This w as the bi t ter pill which

constr ained William to Òtake out.Ó The threat seemed hard at f irst,

but i ts ef fect w as excellent f or this y oung man; i t w as the cause of

his obtaining his fr eedom at the ag e of t wenty-thr ee. William w as a

tall, w ell-built man, o f dar k comple xion and pr omising. N o fur ther

par ticulars c oncerning him ar e on the r ecords.

JAMES EDWARD HANDY, alias DANIEL CANON. At Seaford,

Delaware, James was held in bonds under a Sla ve-holder c alled

Samuel Lewis, who f ollo wed farming. Le wis w as not satisf ied wi th

working James hard and keeping all his e arnings, but w ould

insolen tl y talk oc casionally of handing him Òover to the tr ader.Ó This

Òstirr ed JamesÕ bloodÓ and aroused his cour age to the Òsticking

poin t.Ó Nothing c ould induc e him to r emain. He had the name o f

having a wif e and four childr en, but ac cording to the L aws of

Delaware, he only had a nominal rig ht in them. The y were Òlegally

the pr oper ty of Capt. Mar tin.Ó Therefore they were all lef t in the

hands of Capt. Mar tin. The wif eÕs name was Harrie t

Delaney, alias Smar t Stanle y. James Henr y Delaney came as a

fellow-tr aveler wi th James Edward. He had experienc ed oppr ession

under Capt. Mar tin, and as a wi tness, was prepared to testif y, that

Mar tin Òill-tr eated his Slaves, especiall y wi th r egard to the die t,

which w as very poor .Ó Nevertheless James was a stout, heavy-built

young man o f t wenty-six y ears of age, and look ed as if he mig ht have

a great deal of valuable work in him. H e was a single man.

JAMES HENRY BLACKSON. James Henr y had onl y reached t wenty-

f ive, when he c ame to the Òconclusion, tha t he had ser ved long

enough under bondag e for the benef it o f Char les Wrig ht.Ó This was
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about all o f the e xcuse he seemed to ha ve for escaping. He was a fine

specimen o f a man, so far as ph ysical str ength and muscular po wer

were concerned. Very li t tle w as recorded of him.

GEORGE FREELAND. It w as only by the most indomi table r esolution

and perseverance, that Freeland thr ew off the y oke. Capt. John

Pollar d of Petersbur g, Va., held George to ser vice. As a Slave-holder ,

Pollar d belong ed to tha t class, who did not belie ve in gr anting fa vors

to Slaves. On the c ontr ary, he was practic ally in fa vor o f wring ing

every dr op of blood fr om their bodies.

George was a spare-built man, about t wenty-f ive years of age,

qui te dar k, but had c onsider able in tellig ence. He could r ead and

wri te very well, but ho w he acquir ed these ar ts is not kno wn. I n

testif ying against his master , George used very str ong language.

He declared tha t Pollar d Òthought no mor e of his ser vants than if

they had been dogs. He was very mean. He gave nothing to his

servants. He has given me onl y one pair o f shoes the last ten y ears.Ó

After c areful inquir y, George learned tha t he c ould g et a priv ate

passage on the Ci ty of Richmond, if he c ould r aise the passage

money. This he could do che erfull y. He raised Òsixt y dollarsÓ for the

individual who w as to Òsecrete him on the boa t.Ó In leaving the land

of Slave auctions, whips and chains, he w as obliged to le ave his

mother and fa ther and t wo br others in P etersbur g. Pollar d had been

offered $1,500 for George. Doubtless he f ound, when he disc overed

George had gone, tha t he had Òoverstood the mar ket.Ó This was what

produc ed action pr ompt and de cisive on the par t o f George. So

the old adag e, in this c ase, was verif iedÑÓItÕs an ill wind tha t blo ws

nobod y any good.Ó

On arriving in Canada, Ge orge did not f orget to e xpr ess grati tude

to those who aide d him on his r oad ther e, as the follo wing note will

show:

SINCATHANS, canada west.

Brother S till:Ñ I im br ace this oppor tuni ty of pening y ou a

few lines to in f orm y ou tha t I am w ell at pr esent & in hopes

to f ind y ou & famil y well also I hope tha t god Will B less you
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& and your famil y & if I ne ver should me et you in this w or ld

I hope to me et you in g lor y Remember m y love to Brother

Brown & tell him tha t I am w ell & he arty tell him to wri t

Thomas w ord tha t I am w ell at pr esent you must e xcuse me

I will Ri te when I r eturn fr om the w est.

GEORGE W. FREELAND

Send your Le t ters in the name o f John Anderson.

MILES WHITE. This passeng er owed service to Al ber t Kern, o f

Elizabeth Ci ty, N.C. At le ast Kern, thr ough the oppr essive laws of

that State, claime d Miles as his personal pr oper ty. Miles, ho wever,

thoug ht dif ferentl y, but he w as not at li ber ty to ar gue the c ase with

Kern; f or on the Òside of the oppr essor ther e was strength.Ó So he

resolved, tha t he w ould adopt the Under ground Rail Road plan. As

he was only about t wenty-one y ears of age, he found i t much e asier

to close his af fairs wi th N or th Car olina, than i t w ould ha ve been

had he been encumber ed wi th a famil y. In fact, the onl y serious

dif f icult y he had to surmoun t w as to f ind a c aptain wi th whom he

could secur e a safe passage Nor th. To his gr atif ication i t w as not

long bef ore his ef for ts in this dir ection w ere crowned wi th suc cess.

A vessel was being loaded wi th shing les, the c aptain o f which w as

kind enoug h to allo w Miles to oc cupy a very secur e hiding-plac e

ther eon. In course o f time, ha ving suf fered to the e xten t usual when

so closely conveyed, he arriv ed in Philadelphia, and being aide d, was

duly forwarded by the Commi t tee.

JOHN HALL, alias JOHN SIMPSON. John f led fr om South Car olina.

In this hot-be d of Slavery he labor ed and suf fered up to the ag e

of thir ty-t wo. For a length o f time bef ore he escaped, his bur dens

were intoler able; but he c ould see no way to rid himself o f them,

except b y f light. Nor w as he by any means certain tha t an ef for t in

this dir ection w ould pr ove successful. In planning the r oute which

he should tak e to tr avel Nor th he de cided, tha t if suc cess was for

him, his best chanc e would be to w end his w ay thr ough Nor th

Carolina and V ir ginia. Not tha t he hope d to f ind friends or helpers

in these States. He had heard enoug h of the cruelties o f Slavery in
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these r egions to c onvinc e him, tha t if he should be c aught, ther e

would be no sympa th y or mer cy shown. Nevertheless the ir ons were

pier cing him so se verely, that he f elt c onstr ained to tr y his luck,

let the c onsequences be what the y mig ht, and so he set out f or

fr eedom or de ath. M ountains o f dif f iculties, and mon ths o f suf fering

and priv ations b y land and w ater , in the w oods, and swamps of

Nor th Car olina and V ir ginia, w ere before him, as his experienc e

in tr aveling pr oved. But the hope o f f inal vic tor y and his dail y

sufferings bef ore he star ted, kept him fr om faltering, e ven when

star vation and de ath seemed to be staring him in the fac e. For

several mon ths he w as living in dens and c aves of the e arth.

Ultima tel y, however, the morning o f his ar dent hopes da wned.

How he suc ceeded in f inding a c aptain who w as kind enoug h to

afford him a secret hiding-plac e on his boa t, w as not note d on the

records. Indeed the inciden ts of his stor y were but brief ly wri t ten

out. Similar c ases of thrilling in ter est seemed almost incr edible,

and the Commi t tee were constr ained to doubt the stor y altog ether

until other testimon y could be obtaine d to v erif y the sta temen t.

In this instanc e, before the Commi t tee were full y satisf ied, the y

felt i t ne cessary to mak e inquir y of trust wor th y Char lestonians to

ascertain if J ohn w ere really fr om Char leston, and if he w ere actuall y

owned by the man tha t he r epresented as having owned him, Dr .

Philip Mazy ck, by name; and fur thermor e, to learn if the master

was really of the brutal char acter g iven him. The testimon y of

thor oughly reliable persons, who w ere acquain ted wi th master and

slave, so far as this man Õs bondage in Char leston w as concerned,

full y corr obor ated his sta temen t, and the Commi t tee could not but

credi t his stor y; inde ed the y were convinc ed, tha t he had be en one

of the gr eatest o f suf ferers and the chief o f her oes. Nevertheless his

stor y was not wri t ten out, and c an onl y be hin ted at. Perhaps mor e

time w as consumed in i ts in vestigation and in listening to a r eci tal o f

his suf ferings than c ould w ell be spar ed; per haps it w as thoug ht, as

was often the c ase, unless full justic e could be g iven him, the stor y

would be spoile d; or per haps the appalling na tur e of his suf ferings

render ed the pen po werless, and made the he art too sick f or the
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task. Whether i t w as so or not in this c ase, it w as not unfr equentl y

so in other instanc es, as is well r emember ed. It will be ne cessary,

in the subse quent pages of this w ork, to omi t the narr ativ es of

a great man y who, unf or tuna tel y, were but brief ly note d on the

books at the time o f their arriv al. In the e yes of some, this ma y

prove disappoin ting, espe ciall y in instanc es wher e these pages are

turne d to wi th the hope o f gaining a clue to c ertain lost ones.

As all, however, cannot be men tione d, and as the general reader

will look f or inciden ts and fac ts which will most f it ting ly bring out

the chief char acteristics in the c areer and escape of bondmen, the

reasonableness of this c ourse must be ob vious to all.
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Charles Gilbert

FLEEING FROM DAVIS A NEGRO TRADER, SECRETED UNDER A

HOTEL, UP A TREE, UNDER A FLOOR, IN A THICKET, ON A

STEAMER.

In 1854 Charles was owned in the ci ty of Richmond b y Benjamin

Davis, a notorious negr o tr ader. Charles was quite a Òlikely-looking

article,Ó not too black or too whi te, but r ather o f a nic e Òginger-

bread color .Ó Davis was of opinion tha t this Òarticle Ó must bring him a

tip-top pric e. For t wo or thr ee months the tr ader advertised Char les

for sale in the papers, but f or some r eason or other Char les did not

command the hig h pric e demanded.

While D avis was thus dail y tr ying to sell Char les, Charles was

contempla ting ho w he mig ht escape. Being uncommonl y shrewd he

learned something about a c aptain o f a schooner fr om Boston, and

determine d to appr oach him wi th r egard to securing a passage. The

captain manif ested a disposi tion to ac commoda te him f or the sum

of ten dollars, pr ovided Char les could manag e to get to Old P oin t

Comfor t, ther e to embar k. The Poin t w as about one hundr ed and

sixt y miles distan t fr om Richmond.

A man of or dinar y ner ve would ha ve decline d this c ondi tion

unhesi tating ly. On the other hand i t w as not Char lesÕ inten tion to

let any offer slide; inde ed he felt tha t he must mak e an effor t,

if he faile d. He could not se e how his lot c ould be made mor e

miser able by at tempting to f lee. In full vie w of all the c onsequences

he ventur ed to tak e the hazar dous step, and to his gr eat satisfac tion

he reached Old Poin t Comf or t safely. In tha t loc ality he was well

known, unf or tuna tel y too w ell kno wn, f or he had be en raised par tl y

ther e, and, at the same time, man y of his r elativ es and

acquain tanc es were still living ther e. These facts were eviden tl y well

known to the tr ader, who unquestionabl y had snar es set in or der

to en tr ap Charles should he se ek shelter among his r elativ es, a

reasonable supposi tion. Char les had scarcely reached his old home
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before he was apprised of the fac t tha t the hun ters and w atch

dogs of Slavery were eagerly watching f or him. E ven his nearest

relativ es, thr ough fear of consequences had to hide their fac es as

it w ere fr om him. N one dar e offer him a nig htÕs lodging, scarcely a

cup o f water , lest such an ac t mig ht be disc overed by the hun ters,

whose f iendish he arts w ould ha ve found ple asure in me ting out

the most dir e punishmen ts to those guilt y of thus viola ting the

laws of Slavery. The pr ospect, if not ut ter ly hopeless, was decidedly

discour aging. The w ay to Boston w as entir ely closed. A Òreward

of $200Ó was advertised for his c aptur e. For the f irst w eek after

arriving a t Old P oin t he en truste d himself to a y oung friend b y the

name of E.S. The fear of the pursuers dr ove him fr om his hiding-

place at the e xpir ation o f the w eek. Thence he sought shelter

nei ther wi th kinf olks, Christians, nor inf idels, but in this hour o f his

calamity he made up his mind tha t he w ould tr y living under a lar ge

hotel f or a while. H aving w atche d his oppor tuni ty, he managed to

reach Higee hotel, a very large house wi thout a c ellar , erected on

pillars thr ee or f our f eet above the gr ound. One plac e alone, near

the cistern, pr esented some chanc e for a hiding-plac e, suff icien t

to satisf y him qui te w ell under the cir cumstanc es. This dark and

gloom y spot he a t onc e willing ly occupie d rather than r eturn to

Slavery. In this r efuge he remained four w eeks. Of course he c ould

not liv e wi thout f ood; but to communic ate wi th man or w oman

would ine vitabl y subject him to dang er. CharlesÕ experienc e in the

neighbor hood o f his old home lef t no gr ound f or him to hope tha t

he would be lik ely to f ind friendl y aid anywher e under the shado w

of Slavery. In consequence of these f ears he r eceived his f ood fr om

the Òslop tub,Ó securing this die t in the dar kness of nig ht af ter all w as

still and quie t ar ound the hotel. T o use his own languag e, the me als

thus obtaine d were often ÒsweetÓ to his taste.
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One evening, ho wever, he was not a li t tle alarme d by the appr oach

of an I rish bo y who c ame under the hotel to hun t chick ens. While

prowling ar ound in the dar kness he appeared to be making his w ay

unconsciousl y to the v ery spot wher e Charles was reposing. How to

meet the dang er w as to Char lesÕ mind at f irst v ery puzzling, ther e

was no time no w to plan. As quick as thoug ht he f eigned the bar k

of a savage dog accompanie d wi th a furious gr owl and snar l which

he was conf iden t w ould frig hten the bo y half out o f his senses,

and cause him to depar t quickl y fr om his priv ate apar tmen t. The

trick suc ceeded admir ably, and the emer gency was satisfac toril y

met, so far as the bo y was concerned, but the bo yÕs father he aring

the at tack o f the dog, sw ore that he w ould kill him. Char les was

a silent listener to the thr eat, and he saw tha t he c ould no long er

remain in saf ety in his pr esent quar ter . So that nig ht he took his

depar tur e for Bay Shore; here he decided to pass a day in the

woods, but the priv acy of this plac e was not altog ether sa tisfac tor y

to Char lesÕ mind; but where to f ind a mor e secur e retr eat he c ould

not,Ñdar ed not v entur e to ascertain tha t day. It oc curr ed to him,

however, that he w ould be much saf er up a tr ee than hid in the

bushes and under growth. H e ther efore climbe d up a lar ge acorn

Charles Gilber t | 389



tr ee and ther e passed an entir e day in de ep medi tation. N o gleam of

hope appeared, yet he w ould not suf fer himself to think o f r eturning

to bondag e. In this dilemma he r emember ed a poor w asher-w oman

named Isabella, a slave who had char ge of a wash-house. W ith her

he resolved to seek succor. Leaving the w oods he pr oceeded to

the w ash-house and w as kindl y received by Isabella, but wha t to

do wi th him or ho w to af ford him an y pr otection she c ould see

no w ay whatever. The schooling which Char les had been receiving

a number o f weeks in connection wi th the most f earful looking-

for o f the thr eatened wr ath o f the tr ader made i t much e asier for

him than f or her to se e how he could be pr ovided for. A room and

comf or ts he w as not accustome d to. Of c ourse he c ould not e xpect

such comf or ts no w. Like many another esc aping fr om the r elentless

tyrant, Char les could c ontriv e methods which to his v entur esome

mind w ould af ford hope, ho wever desper ate the y mig ht appear to

others. H e thoug ht tha t he mig ht be safe under the f loor . To Isabella

the ide a was new, but her sympa thies w ere str ongly wi th Char les,

and she readily consented to ac commoda te him under the f loor o f

the w ash-house. I sabella and a friend o f Char les, by the name o f

John Thomas, w ere the onl y persons who w ere cognizan t o f this

arr angement. The kindness o f these friends, manif ested by their

willingness to do an ything in their po wer to add to the c omf or t o f

Charles, was proof to him tha t his ef for ts and suf ferings had not

been altog ether in v ain. He remained under the f loor t wo weeks,

accessible to kind v oices and friendl y ministr ations. A t the end o f

this time his r epose was again sorely disturbe d by repor ts fr om

wi thout tha t suspicion had be en awakened to wards the w ash-

house. How this happene d nei ther Char les nor his friends c ould

conjectur e. But the arriv al of six o ff icers whom he c ould he ar talking

very plainl y in the house, whose err and was actuall y to search for

him, c onvinc ed him tha t he had ne ver f or a sing le momen t been

in gr eater dang er. The off icers not onl y searched the house, but

they offered his friend J ohn Thomas $25 if he w ould onl y put them

on Char lesÕ track. John pr ofessed to kno w nothing; I sabella was

equally ignor ant. Disc our aged wi th their ef for ts on this oc casion,

390 | The Under ground Railr oad



the o ff icers gave up the hun t and lef t the house. Char les, however,

had had enoug h of the f loor ac commoda tions. H e left tha t nig ht

and r eturne d to his old quar ters under the hotel. H ere he stayed

one week, at the e xpir ation o f which time the ne ed of fr esh air

was so imper ativ e, that he r esolved to g o out a t nig ht to Allen Õs

cot tage and spend a day in the w oods. He had knowledge of a place

wher e the under growth and bushes w ere almost impene tr able. To

rest and r efr esh himself in this thick et he f elt w ould be a gr eat

comf or t to him. W ithout serious dif f icult y he r eached the thick et,

and while pondering o ver the all-absorbing ma t ter as to ho w he

should e ver manage to mak e his escape, an old man appr oached.

Now while Char les had no r eason to think tha t he w as sought by the

old in truder , his very near appr oach admonishe d him tha t i t w ould

nei ther be saf e nor agr eeable to allo w him to c ome nearer. Charles

remembering tha t his trick o f playing the dog, when pr eviousl y

in dang er under the hotel, had ser ved a good end, thoug ht tha t

it w ould w ork well in the thick et. So he again trie d his po wer at

growling and bar king hideously for a momen t or t wo, which a t onc e

caused the man to turn his c ourse. Char les could he ar him distinc tl y

retr eating, and a t the same time cursing the dog. The o wner o f

the plac e had the r eputa tion o f keeping Òbad dogs,Ó so the old man

pour ed out a dr eadful thr eat against ÒStephensÕ dogs,Ó and was soon

out o f the r each of the one in the thick et.

Not wi thstanding his suc cess in frig htening o ff the old man,

CHARLES felt tha t the thick et w as by no me ans a safe place for

him. H e conclude d to mak e another chang e. This time he soug ht a

marsh; t wo hoursÕ stay ther e was suff icien t to sa tisf y him, tha t tha t

too w as no place to tarr y in, even for a sing le nig ht. He, ther efore,

lef t imme diatel y. A thir d time, he r eturne d to the hotel, wher e he

remained onl y t wo days. His appeals had at last r eached the he art

of his mother Ñshe could no long er bear to se e him strugg ling,

and suf fering, and not r ender him aid, wha tever the c onsequences

mig ht be. I f she at f irst f eared to lend him a helping hand, she no w

resolutel y worked wi th a vie w of saving mone y to suc cor him. H ere

the pr ospect began to brig hten.
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A passage was secur ed for him on a ste amer bound f or

Philadelphia. One mor e day, and nig ht must elapse, er e he could

be received on boar d. The joyful an ticipa tions which no w f ille d

his br east lef t no r oom f or f ear; inde ed, he could sc arcely contain

himself; he w as drunk wi th jo y. In this sta te o f mind he c onclude d

that nothing w ould af ford him mor e pleasure before leaving, than

to spend his last hours a t the w ash house, Òunder the f loor .Ó To

this plac e he went wi th no f ear of hun ters bef ore his eyes. Charles

had scarcely been thr ee hours in this plac e, however, before thr ee

off icers came in search of him. Tw o of them talk ed wi th I sabella,

asked her about her Òboar ders,Ó etc.; in the me anwhile, one o f them

unin vited, made his w ay up stairs. I t so happene d, tha t Char les

was in this v ery por tion o f the house. H is case now seemed mor e

hopeless than e ver. The off icer up stairs w as separated fr om him

simpl y by a thin cur tain. W omenÕs garments hung all ar ound. I nstead

of fain ting or surr endering, in the t winkling o f an eye, CharlesÕ

inventiv e intelle ct, led him to enr obe himself in f emale at tir e. Here,

to use his o wn languag e, a Òthousand thoughtsÓ rushed in to his

mind in a minute. The ne xt instan t he w as going do wn stairs in

the pr esence of the o ff icers, his old c alico dr ess, bonnet and rig,

at tr acting no fur ther a t ten tion than simpl y to elici t the f ollo wing

simple questions: ÒWhose gal are you?Ó ÒMr. CocklingÕs, sir.Ó ÒWhat

is your name ?Ó ÒDelie, sir.Ó ÒGo on then!Ó said one of the o ff icers,

and on Char les went to a vail himself o f the passage on the ste amer

which his mother had pr ocur ed for him f or the sum o f thir ty dollars.

In due time, he suc ceeded in g et ting on the ste amer, but he soon

learned, tha t her c ourse w as not dir ect to P hiladelphia, but tha t

some stay would be made in N orf olk, Va. Althoug h disappoin ted,

yet this being a step in the rig ht dir ection, he made up his mind

to be pa tien t. He was delayed in N orf olk f our w eeks. From the time

Charles f irst esc aped, his owner (D avis the negr o tr ader), had kept

a standing r eward of $550 advertised for his r ecovery. This showed

that Davis was willing to risk he avy expenses for Char les as well

as gave evidenc e that he belie ved him still se creted ei ther about

Richmond, Petersbur g, or Old Poin t Comf or t. In this belief he w as
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not far fr om being c orr ect, f or Char les spent most o f his time in

either o f these thr ee places, from the da y of his escape until the da y

that he f inall y embar ked. At last, the long look ed-f or hour arriv ed to

star t f or Philadelphia.

He was to leave his mother , wi th no hope o f ever seeing her

again, but she had pur chased herself and w as called fr ee. Her name

was Margaret Johnson. Thr ee brothers lik ewise w ere ever in his

thoug hts, (in chains ), ÒHenr y,Ó ÒBill,Ó and ÒSam,Ó (half brothers ). But

after all the hope o f fr eedom out weighed every other c onsider ation,

and he w as prepared to g ive up all f or li ber ty. To die r ather than

remain a slave was his resolve.

Charles arriv ed per ste amer, from Norf olk, on the 11th day of

November , 1854. The Richmond papers bear wi tness to the fac t, tha t

Benjamin D avis advertised Char les Gilber t, f or mouths prior to this

date, as has been stated in this narr ativ e. As to the c orr ectness of

the stor y, all tha t the wri ter has to sa y is, tha t he took i t do wn

fr om the lips o f Char les, hurrie dly, dir ectl y after his arriv al, wi th

no thoug ht o f magnif ying a sing le inciden t. On the c ontr ary, much

that w as of in ter est in the stor y had to be omi t ted. Instead of

being o verdrawn, not half o f the par ticulars w ere recorded. Had

the ide a then be en enter taine d, tha t the narr ativ e of this y oung

slave-w arrior w as to be br ought to lig ht in the manner and time

that i t no w is, a far mor e thrilling ac count o f his adventur es might

have been wri t ten. Other c olor ed men who kne w both D avis and

Charles, as well as one man or dinaril y knows another , rejoiced at

seeing Char les in Philadelphia, and the y listene d wi th perf ect fai th

to his stor y. So marvellous w ere the inciden ts of his escape, that

his suf ferings in Sla very, previous to his her oic strugg les to thr ow

off the y oke, were among the fac ts omi t ted fr om the r ecords. While

this ma y be regret ted i t is, nevertheless, gr atif ying on the whole to

have so good an account o f him as w as preserved. It is ne edless to

say, that the Commi t tee took espe cial ple asure in aiding him, and

listening to so r emarkable a stor y narr ated so in tellig entl y by one

who had be en a slave.

Charles Gilber t | 393



Liberty or Death

JIM BOW-LEGS, alias BILL PAUL.

In 1855 a traveler arriv ed wi th the abo ve name, who, on

examination, w as found to possess v ery extr aordinar y

characteristics. As a her o and adventur er some passages of his

histor y were most r emarkable. His schooling had be en such as could

only be gather ed on plan tations under brutal o verseers;Ñor while

f leeing,Ñor in sw amps,Ñin prisons,Ñor on the a uction-block, e tc.;

in which c ondi tion he w as often f ound. N evertheless in these

cir cumstanc es his mind g ot w ell stor ed wi th vig orous

thoug htsÑnei ther books nor friendl y advisers being a t his

command. Yet his na tiv e intellig ence as it r egarded human na tur e,

was extr aordinar y. His resolution and perse verance never falter ed.

In all r espects he w as a remarkable man. He was a young man,

weighing about one hundr ed and eig hty pounds, o f unc ommon

muscular str ength. H e was born in the S tate o f Georgia, Oglethorpe

county, and was owned by Dr. Thomas Stephens, o f Lexington. On

reaching the V igilanc e Commi t tee in Philadelphia, his stor y was told

many times o ver to one and another . Hour af ter hour w as occupie d

by friends in listening to the simple narr ativ e of his strugg les for

fr eedom. A very full ac count o f ÒJim,Ó was forwarded in a le t ter

to M. A. Shadd, the then Edi tr ess of the ÒProvincial F reeman.Ó Said

account has been carefull y pr eserved, and is her e annexed as it

appeared in the c olumns o f the abo ve named paper:

ÒI must now pass to a thir d adventur er. The one to whom

I allude, is a y oung man o f t wenty-six y ears of age, by the

name of ÔJim,Õ who fled fr om near Char leston, S.C. Taking all

the fac ts and cir cumstanc es into c onsider ation r especting

the c our ageous career of this suc cessful adventur er f or

fr eedom, his c ase is by far mor e inter esting than an y I have

yet r eferr ed to. I ndeed, for the g ood of the c ause, and the

honor o f one who gaine d his li ber ty by periling his lif e so
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fr equentl y:Ñshot se veral times,Ñmaking six unsuc cessful

at tempts to esc ape fr om the far South,Ñnumber less times

chased by bloodhounds,Ñc aptur ed, imprisone d and sold

repeatedly,Ñliving f or mon ths in the w oods, swamps and

caves, subsisting mainl y on par ched corn and berries, &c.,

&c., his narr ativ e ought, by all means, to be publishe d,

thoug h I doubt v ery much whe ther man y could be f ound

who c ould persuade themsel ves to belie ve one-ten th par t o f

this mar vellous stor y.

Thoug h this poor F ugitiv e was utter ly ignor ant o f let ters,

his natur al good sense and keen per ception qualif ied him

to arr est the a t ten tion and in ter est the he art in a most

remarkable degr ee.

His master f inding him not a vailable, on account o f his

absconding pr opensi ties, w ould g ladly have offered him f or

sale. He was once taken to Florida, f or tha t purpose; but,

generally, tr aders being wide a wake, on inspecting him,

would almost in variabl y pr onounc e him a ÔdÑÑn r ascal,Õ

because he would ne ver fail to e ye them sternl y, as they

inspected him. The obe dien t and submissiv e slave is always

recogniz ed by hanging his he ad and looking on the gr ound,

when look ed at by a slave-holder . This lesson Jim had ne ver

learned, hence he was not to be truste d.

His head and chest, and inde ed his en tir e struc tur e, as

solid as a rock, indic ated tha t he w as physically no or dinar y

man; and not being under the inf luenc e of the spiri t o f Ònon-

resistance,Ó he had occasionally been found to be a r ather

formidable customer .

His father w as a full-bloode d Indian, br other to the note d

Indian Chief, B ill y Bowlegs; his mother w as quite black and

of unmix ed blood.

For f ive or six y ears, the gr eater par t o f JimÕs time w as

occupie d in tr ying to esc ape, and in being in prison f or sale,

to punish him f or running a way.

His mechanic al genius w as excellent, so w ere his
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geographical abili ties. He could mak e shoes or do

carpen terÕs work very handil y, thoug h he had ne ver had the

chance to le arn. As to tr aveling b y nig ht or da y, he was

always road-r eady and having an unc ommon memor y, could

give exceeding ly good accounts of what he saw, etc.

When he en ter ed a swamp, and had oc casion to tak e a

nap he took c are first to de cide upon the postur e he must

take, so that if c ome upon une xpectedly by the hounds and

slave-hun ters, he mig ht kno w in an instan t which w ay to

steer to def eat them. H e always carrie d a liquid, which he

had pr epared, to pr event hounds fr om scenting him, which

he said had never faile d. As soon as the hounds c ame to the

place wher e he had rubbe d his legs and f eet wi th said liquid,

they could f ollo w him no fur ther , but ho wled and turne d

imme diatel y.

Qui te a lar ge number o f the friends o f the sla ve saw this

noble-he arted fug itiv e, and would si t long and listen wi th

the most undivide d at ten tion to his narr ativ eÑnone

doubting f or a momen t, I think, the en tir e truthfulness o f his

stor y. Str ange as his stor y was, there was so much natur al

simplici ty in his manner and c ountenanc e, one could not

refr ain fr om belie ving him.Ó
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Salt-Water Fugitive

This w as an exceptional c ase, as this passenger did not r each the

Vigilanc e Commi t tee of Philadelphia, y et to e xclude him on this

account, would be doing an in justic e to histor y.

The facts in his c ase were incontestabl y establishe d in the

Philadelphia R egister in April, 1854, fr om which the f ollo wing

thrilling ac count is tak en:

The steamship, Keystone State, which arriv ed at this por t

on Satur day morning, had just en ter ed Delaware Bay, when

a man was discovered secreted outside o f the v essel and

under the guar ds. When br ought fr om his hiding-plac e, he

was found to be a F ugitiv e Slave, who had secreted himself

ther e before the vessel left Savannah on W ednesday, and

had remained in tha t plac e from the time o f star ting!

His posi tion w as such, that the w ater sw ept o ver and

around him almost c onstan tl y. He had some br ead in his

pocket, which he had in tende d for subsistenc e until he

could r each a land of li ber ty. It w as satur ated wi th sea-w ater

and dissol ved to a pulp.

When our r eaders r emember the hig h winds o f Frida y, and

the sudden chang e to c old during tha t nig ht, and the fac t

that the fug itiv e had remained in tha t si tuation f or thr ee

days and nig hts, we think i t will be c onceded tha t he full y

earned his li ber ty, and tha t the Òinsti tution, Ó which was so

intoler able tha t he w as willing to run the risk o f almost

certain de ath to esc ape fr om i t had no v ery great at tr actions

for him. B ut the poor man w as doomed to disappoin tmen t.

The captain or dered the v essel to put in to N ewcastle, wher e,

the fug itiv e, hardly able to stand, w as taken on shor e and

inc arcerated, and wher e he now awaits the or der o f his

owner in Sa vannah. The f ollo wing addi tional par ticulars ar e

fr om the same paper o f the 21st.
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The Keystone State case.ÑOur ar ticle y esterday morning

brought us several let ters o f inquir y and offers of

contri butions to aid in the pur chase from his master o f the

unf or tuna te inma te of Newcastle jail. I n answer to the

former , we would say, that the ste amer Keystone State, lef t

Savannah, at 9 A.M., last W ednesday. It w as about the same

hour ne xt morning tha t the men engag ed in he aving le ad,

heard a voice fr om under the guar ds imploring help. A r ope

was procur ed, and the man r elieved fr om his dang erous and

suffering si tuation. H e was well cared for imme diatel y; a suit

of dr y clothes w as furnishe d him, and he w as given his shar e

of the c onten ts of the boa t pan tr y. On arriving a t Newcastle,

the c aptain had him plac ed in jail, f or the purpose, as w e are

inf orme d, of taking him back to Sa vannah.

To those who ha ve offered contri butions so li berally, we

answer, that the pr ospect is, tha t onl y a small amoun t will be

neededÑenoug h to f ee a lawyer to sue out a wri t o f habeas

corpus. The salt w ater fug itiv e claims to be a fr ee man, and

a nativ e of Philadelphia. H e gives his name as Edward Davis,

and says that he f ormer ly lived at N o. 5 SteelÕs cour t, tha t

he was a pupil in B ir dÕs school, on Sixth S t. above Lombar d,

and tha t he has a sister living a t Mr . DiamondÕs, a distiller ,

on South St. We are not inf orme d wh y he was in Georgia,

fr om which he took such an e xtr aordinar y means to ef fect

his escape. If the abo ve assertion be true, w e apprehend

li t tle tr ouble in r estoring the man to his f ormer home. The

claim o f the c aptain to tak e him back to Sa vannah, will not

be listene d to f or a momen t by any cour t. The onl y claim

the o wners o f the ÒKeystone StateÓ or the captain c an have

on salt w ater D avis, is for half passeng er far e; he came half

the w ay as a fish. A gentleman who c ame fr om Wilmington

yesterday, assures us that the c ase is in good hands at

Newcastle.
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FULL PARTICULARS OF THE
ABDUCTION, ENSLAVING AND
ESCAPE OF DAVIS. ATTEMPT TO
SEDUCE HIM TO SLAVERY AGAIN.

The case of the c olor ed man Davis, who made such a bold

str oke to r egain his li ber ty, by periling his lif e on boar d the

steamer Keystone State, has exci ted very general at ten tion.

He has given a detaile d account o f his abduc tion and sale as

a slave in the S tate o f Mar yland and Georgia, and some of

his adventur es up to the time o f r eaching Dela ware. His own

stor y is substan tiall y as follo ws:

He left Philadelphia on the 15th o f September , 1851, and

went to H arrisbur g, intending to g o to H ollida ysbur g; took

a canal boat f or H avre de Grace, wher e he arriv ed next day.

Ther e he hir ed on boar d the schooner Thomas and Ed ward

(oyster boa t), of Baltimor e. Went fr om H avre de Grace to St.

MichaelÕs, for o ysters, thenc e to Baltimor e, and thenc e to

Havre de Grace again.

He then hir ed to a Mr . Sulliv an, who k ept a gr ocery stor e,

to do jobs. W hile ther e, a constable, name d Smi th, took him

before a magistr ate name d Graham, who f ined him f if teen

or t wenty dollars f or viola ting the la w in r elation to fr ee

negroes coming in to the S tate. This f ine he w as not able to

pay, and Smi th took him to Bell Air prison. Sherif f Gaw wr ote

to Mr . Maitland in P hiladelphia, to whom he r eferr ed, and

received an answer tha t Mr . Maitland w as dead and none o f

the famil y knew him. H e remained in tha t prison ne arly t wo

mon ths. He then had a trial in c our t bef ore a Judge Grier

(most unf or tuna te name), who sentenc ed him to be sold to

pay his f ine and expenses, amounting to f if ty dollars.

After a f ew days and without being off ered at public sale,

he was taken out o f jail at t wo oÕclock in the morning and
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carrie d to CampbellÕs slave pen, in Baltimor e, wher e he

remained several mon ths. W hile ther e, he was employed

to c ook f or some f if ty or sixt y slaves, being told tha t he

was working out his f ine and jail f ees. After being ther e

about six mon ths, he w as taken out o f prison, handcuf fed

by one Winters, who took him and t wo or thr ee others to

Washington and thenc e to Char leston, S.C. Here Winters lef t

them, and the y were taken by steamboat to Savannah. While

on boar d the boa t, he le arned tha t himself and the other

two had been sold to Mr . William De an, of Macon, wher e he

stayed t wo days, and was taken fr om tha t plac e to the East

Valley Railroad.

Subsequentl y he was sent to w ork on the P ossum Tail

Railroad. Here he was worked so hard, tha t in one mon th he

lost his he alth. The other t wo men tak en on wi th him, faile d

before he did. H e was then sent to Mac on, and thenc e to the

cot ton plan tation again.

During the time he w orked on the r ailr oad he had allo wed

him f or f ood, one pe ck of corn me al, four pounds o f bacon,

and one quar t o f molasses per w eek. He cooked i t himself

at nig ht, f or the ne xt dayÕs use. He worked at packing c ot ton

for f our or f ive months, and in the middle o f November , 1852,

was sent back to the r ailr oad, wher e he was again set to

wheeling.

He worked at Òtask workÓ two mon ths, being oblig ed to

wheel sixteen square yards per day. At the end o f t wo

mon ths he br oke down again, and w as sick. They trie d one

mon th to cur e him, but did not suc ceed. In July, 1853, he

was taken to an inf irmar y in Mac on. Dr . Not ting han and Dr .

Harris, o f tha t insti tution, both sta ted tha t his w as the worst

case of the kind the y ever had. He remained at the inf irmar y

two mon ths and par tiall y recovered. He told the stor y of his

wr ongs to these ph ysicians, who trie d to bu y him. One o f

his legs was drawn up so tha t he c ould not w alk well, and

they offered four hundr ed dollars f or him, which his master
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refused. The doc tors w anted him to a t tend their pa tien ts,

(mostl y slaves). While in Ge orgia he was frequentl y asked

wher e he came fr om, being f ound mor e intellig ent than the

common run o f slaves.

On the 12th o f Mar ch he r an away fr om Mac on and w ent to

Savannah. Ther e he hid in a stable un til T uesday afternoon a t

six oÕclock, when he se creted himself on boar d the K eystone

State. At 9 oÕclock the ne xt morning the K eystone State lef t

wi th D avis secreted, as we have before stated. With his

imprisonmen t in N ewcastle, after being pr onounc ed fr ee,

our r eaders are already familiar . We subjoin the documen ts

on which he w as discharged fr om his imprisonmen t in

Newcastle, and his subsequent r e-c ommi t tal on the oa th o f

Capt. Hardie.

COPY OF FIRST ORDER OF
COMMITMENT.

New Castle c ounty, ss., State o f Delaware.ÑTo Wm. R.

Lynam, Sherif f of said county. ÑÑ D avis (Negro) is delivered

to y our custod y for fur ther e xamination and he aring f or

tr aveling wi thout a pass, and suppose d to be held a Sla ve to

some person in the S tate of Georgia.

[Seal]. Witness the hand and se al of John Bradford, one of

the Justic es of the Peace for the c ounty of Newcastle, the

17th day of Mar ch, 1854.

JOHN BRADFORD, J.P.
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COPY OF DISCHARGE.

To Wm. R. Lynam, Sherif f of Newcastle county: You will

dischar ge ÑÑ D avis fr om your custod y, satisfac tor y pr oof

having been made bef ore me tha t he is a fr ee man. JOHN

BRADFORD, J.P.

WitnessesÑJoanna Diamond, John H. Brady, Mar tha C.

Maguir e.

COPY OF ORDER OF
RE-COMMITMENT.

New Castle c ounty, ss., the State o f Delaware to W m. R.

Lynam, and to the Sherif f or k eeper o f the Common J ail of

said county, Whereas ÑÑ D avis hath this da y been br ought

before me, the subscri ber, one of the Justic es of the Peace,

in and f or the said c ounty, charged upon the oa th o f

Rober t Hardie wi th being a runa way slave, and also as a

suspicious person, tr aveling wi thout a pass, these ar e

ther efore to c ommand y ou, the said W m. R. Lynam,

for th wi th to c onvey and deliv er in to the custod y of the said

Sherif f, or k eeper o f the said jail, the bod y of the said D avis,

and you the said Sherif f or r eceiver of the bod y of the said

Davis in to y our custod y in the said jail, and him ther e safely

keep until he be thenc e delivered by due course o f the la w.

Given under m y hand and seal at N ew Castle this 21st da y

of Mar ch, A.D., 1854.

JOHN BRADFORD, J.P.

On the f our th o f April, the Marshal o f Macon called at the jail in

Newcastle, and demande d him as a fug itiv e slave, but the Sherif f
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refused to g ive him up un til a fair he aring c ould be had ac cording

to the la ws of the State o f Delaware. The Marshal has r eturne d to

Georgia, and will pr obably bring the claiman t on the ne xt trip o f the

Keystone State. The authori ties o f Delaware manif est no disposi tion

to deliv er up a man whose fr eedom has been so clearly pr oved; but

every effor t will be made to r educe him again to sla very by the man

who claims him, in which, i t seems, he has the he arty co-oper ation

of Capt. H ardie. A trial will be had bef ore U.S. Commissioner

Guthrie, and w e have every reason to suppose i t will be a fair one.

The friends o f rig ht and justic e should r emember tha t such a trial

will be a t tende d wi th c onsider able expense, and tha t the imprisone d

man has been too long depriv ed of his li ber ty to ha ve money to pa y

for his o wn def ence.
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Samuel Green, Alias Wesley
Kinnard, August 28th, 1854

TEN YEARS IN THE PENITENTIARY FOR HAVING A COPY OF

UNCLE TOMÕS CABIN.

The passenger answering to the abo ve name, lef t I ndian Cr eek,

Chester Co., M d., wher e he had been held to ser vice or labor , by Dr.

James Muse. One week had elapsed fr om the time he se t out un til

his arriv al in Philadelphia. Althoug h he had ne ver en joyed school

privileg es of any kind, y et he w as not devoid o f in tellig ence. He had

profited by his dail y experienc e as a slave, and wi thal, had manag ed

to le arn to r ead and wri te a li t tle, despi te law and usage to the

contr ary. Sam was about t wenty-f ive years of age and by tr ade, a

blacksmi th. Before running a way, his general character f or sobrie ty,

industr y, and relig ion, had e viden tl y been consider ed good, but in

coveting his fr eedom and running a way to obtain i t, he had sunk far

below the utmost limi t o f forgiveness or mer cy in the estima tion o f

the slave-holders o f Indian Cr eek.

During his in ter course wi th the V igilanc e Commi t tee, while

rejoicing o ver his triumphan t f light, he gave, wi th no appe arance of

exci temen t, but c almly, and in a common-sense lik e manner , a brief

description o f his master , which w as enter ed on the r ecord book

substantiall y as follo ws: ÒDr. James Muse is thoug ht by the ser vants

to be the w orst man in Mar yland, inf lic ting whipping and all manner

of cruelties upon the ser vants.Ó

While Sam gave reasons for this sw eeping char ge, which lef t no

room f or doubt, on the par t o f the Commi t tee, of his sinc eri ty and

good judgmen t, i t w as not deemed necessary to mak e a note o f

mor e of the doc torÕs character than se emed actuall y needed, in

order to sho w wh y ÒSamÓ had taken passage on the Under ground

Rail Road. For several years, ÒSamÓ was hired out b y the doc tor

at blacksmi thing; in this si tuation, dail y wearing the y oke of
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unr equi ted labor , thr ough the kindness o f Harrie t Tubman

(sometimes c alled ÒMosesÓ), the light o f the Under ground Rail Road

and Canada suddenl y illumina ted his mind. I t w as new to him, but he

was quite too in tellig ent and li ber ty-lo ving, not to he ed the v aluable

inf orma tion which this sister o f humani ty impar ted. Thenc efor th

he was in love wi th Canada, and lik ewise a decided admir er of the

U.R. Road. Harrie t w as herself, a shr ewd and f earless agent, and

well understood the en tir e route fr om tha t par t o f the c ountr y

to Canada. The spring pr evious, she had paid a visi t to the v ery

neighbor hood in which ÒSamÓ lived, expr essly to le ad her o wn

brothers out o f ÒEgypt.Ó She succeeded. To ÒSamÓ this was cheering

and glorious ne ws, and he made up his mind, tha t bef ore a great

while, I ndian Cr eek should ha ve one less slave and tha t Canada

should ha ve one mor e citiz en. Faithfull y did he w atch an

oppor tuni ty to c arr y out his r esolution. I n due time a g ood

Providenc e opened the w ay, and to ÒSamÕsÓ satisfac tion he r eached

Philadelphia, ha ving enc ounter ed no pe culiar dif f iculties. The

Commi t tee, perceiving tha t he w as smart, activ e, and pr omising,

encour aged his under taking, and ha ving g iven him friendl y advice,

aided him in the usual manner . Let ters o f in tr oduc tion w ere given

him, and he w as duly forwarded on his w ay. He had lef t his fa ther ,

mother , and one sister behind. Samuel and Ca tharine w ere the

names of his par ents. Thus far , his escape would seem not to af fect

his par ents, nor w as it appar ent tha t ther e was any other c ause why

the o wner should r evenge himself upon them.

The father w as an old loc al pr eacher in the M ethodist

Chur chÑmuch este emed as an inoffensive, industrious man;

earning his br ead by the sw eat o f his br ow, and contriving to mo ve

along in the narr ow r oad allot ted color ed people bond or fr ee,

wi thout e xci ting a spiri t o f ill will in the pr o-sla very power of his

communi ty. But the r ancor awakened in the br east of slave-holders

in consequence of the hig h-hande d step the son had tak en, brought

the fa ther under suspicion and ha te. Under the cir cumstanc es, the

eye of Slavery could do nothing mor e than w atch f or an oc casion

to pounc e upon him. I t w as not long bef ore the desir ed oppor tuni ty
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presented i tself. M oved by parental af fection, the old man

conclude d to pa y a visit to his boy, to see how he w as faring in a

distan t land, and among str angers. This r esolution he quie tl y carrie d

into ef fect. He found his son in Canada, doing w ell; industrious; a

man of sobrie ty, and follo wing his fa therÕs footsteps r elig iousl y. That

the old man Õs heart w as delighted wi th wha t his e yes saw and his

ears heard in Canada, none c an doubt. B ut in the simplici ty of his

imagination, he ne ver dr eamed tha t this visi t w as to be made the

means of his destruc tion. During the best por tion o f his days he had

fai thfull y worn the badg e of Slavery, had after wards pur chased his

fr eedom, and thus be come a fr ee man. He innoc entl y conceived the

idea that he w as doing no harm in a vailing himself not onl y of his

God-g iven rig hts, but o f the rig hts tha t he had also pur chased by

the har d toil o f his o wn hands. But the enem y was lurking in ambush

for himÑthirsting f or his blood. T o his ut ter c onsterna tion, not long

after his r eturn fr om his visi t to his son Òa party of gentlemen fr om

the N ew Mar ket distric t, w ent at nig ht to Gr eenÕs house and made

search, wher eupon w as found a c opy of Uncle T omÕs Cabin, etc.Ó

This w as enoughÑthe hour had c ome, wher ein to wr eak vengeance

upon poor Gr een. The course pursue d and the r esult, may be seen

in the f ollo wing sta temen t tak en fr om the Cambridg e (Md.),

ÒDemocrat,Ó of April 29th, 1857, and communic ated by the wri ter to

the ÒProvincial F reeman.Ó

SAM GREEN.

The case of the State against Sam Gr een (fr ee negro)

indic ted for having in his possession, papers, pamphle ts and

pic torial r epresentations, ha ving a tendenc y to cr eate

disconten t, etc., among the pe ople o f color in the S tate, was

trie d before the cour t on Frida y last.

This case was of the utmost impor tanc e, and has created

in the public mind a gr eat deal of in ter estÑi t being the f irst

case of the kind e ver having oc curr ed in our c ountr y.

It appeared, in evidenc e, that this Gr een has a son in

Canada, to whom Gr een made a visi t last summer . Since his
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return to this c ounty, suspicion has fastene d upon him, as

giving aid and assisting sla ves who have since absconded

and r eached Canada, and several weeks ago, a party of

gentlemen fr om New Mar ket distric t, w ent at nig ht, to

GreenÕs house and made search, wher eupon w as found a

volume o f ÒUncle TomÕs Cabin,Ó a map of Canada, several

schedules of r outes to the N or th, and a le t ter fr om his son

in Canada, detailing the ple asant trip he had, the number o f

friends he me t wi th on the w ay, wi th plen ty to e at, drink,

etc., and c oncludes wi th a r equest to his fa ther , that he

shall tell c ertain other sla ves, naming them, to c ome on,

which sla ves, it is w ell kno wn, did le ave shor tl y after wards,

and have reached Canada. The case was argued wi th gr eat

abili ty, the c ounsel on both sides displa ying a gr eat deal

of ing enui ty, learning and eloquenc e. The f irst indic tmen t

was for the ha ving in possession the le t ter , map and r oute

schedules.

Not wi thstanding the mass o f evidenc e given, to sho w the

prisonerÕs guilt, in unla wfull y having in his possession these

documen ts, and the nine-ten ths o f the c ommuni ty in which

he lived, believed tha t he had a hand in the running a way of

slaves, it w as the opinion o f the c our t, tha t the la w under

which he w as indic ted, was not applic able to the c ase, and

that he must, ac cording ly, render a verdic t o f not guilt y.

He was immediatel y arr aigned upon another indic tmen t,

for having in possession ÒUncle TomÕs Cabin,Ó and tried; in

this c ase the cour t has not y et r ender ed a verdic t, but holds

it under curia till af ter the Somerse t county cour t. I t is to be

hoped, the c our t will f ind the e videnc e in this c ase suff icien t

to bring i t wi thin the sc ope of the la w under which the

prisoner is indic ted (that o f 1842, chap. 272), and that the

prisoner ma y meet his due r ewardÑbe tha t wha t i t may.

That ther e is something r equir ed to be done b y our

Legislators, f or the pr otection o f slave proper ty, is eviden t

fr om the v ariety of construc tions put upon the sta tute in

Samuel Green, Alias Wesley Kinnar d, August 28th, 1854 | 407



this c ase, and we trust, tha t at the ne xt me eting o f the

Legislatur e ther e will be such amendmen ts, as to mak e the

law on this subje ct, perf ectl y clear and c ompr ehensible to

the understanding o f every one.

In the languag e of the assistan t counsel f or the S tate,

ÒSlavery must be pr otected or i t must be abolishe d.Ó

From the same she et, of May 20th, the terri ble doom o f Samuel

Green, is announc ed in the f ollo wing w ords:

In the c ase of the State against Sam Gr een, (fr ee negro)

who w as trie d at the April term o f the Cir cui t Cour t o f this

county, for having in his possession aboli tion pamphle ts,

among which w as ÒUncle TomÕs Cabin,Ó has been found guilt y

by the c our t, and sen tenc ed to the peni ten tiar y for the term

of ten y earsÑun til the 14th o f May, 1867.

The son, a refugee in Canada, hearing the distr essing news of his

fatherÕs sad fate in the hands o f the r elentless Ògentlemen,Ó often

wr ote to kno w if ther e was any pr ospect o f his deliv erance. The

subjoine d let ter is a fair sample o f his corr espondenc e:

SALFORD, 22,1857.

Dear Sir I tak e my pen in hand to R equest a faver of you

if you can by any means wi thout duin I nJestus to y our self

or y our B isness to gr ant i t as I Bleve you to be a man tha t

would Sympathiz e in such a ones Condi tion as m y self I

Reseved a let ter tha t Stats to me tha t m y Fater has ben

Betr aed in the ac t o f helping sum fr end to Canada and the

law has Convicted and Sentanc ed him to the S tats prison

for 10 yeares his Whi te Frands ofered 2 thousen Dollers to

Redem him but the y would not shor t thr ee thousen. I am

in Canada and i t is a Dif icult thing to g et a let ter to an y of

my Frands in Mar yland so as to g et pr op per inf ermation

abot i tÑif y ou can by any means get any in tellig ence fr om

Baltimor e City a bot this E vent Plese do so and Rit w ord
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and all so all the inf orm ma tion tha t you think pr op per as

Regards the Evant and the best ma thod to R edeme him and

so Plese Rite soon as you can You will oblig e your sir F rand

and Dr ect your le t ter to Salf ord P. off ice C.W.

SAMUEL GREEN.

In this dar k hour the friends o f the Slave could do but li t tle mor e

than sympa thiz e wi th this he art-strick en son and gr ey-he aded

father . The aged follo wer of the Rejected and Crucif ied had lik e

Him to be ar the Òreproach of many,Ó and make his bed wi th the

wick ed in the P eni ten tiar y. Doubtless ther e were a few friends in his

neighbor hood who sympa thiz ed wi th him, but the y were powerless

to aid the old man. B ut thanks to a kind Pr ovidenc e, the gr eat

deliverance brought about during the R ebellion b y which so man y

captiv es were fr eed, also unlock ed Samuel GreenÕs prison-doors and

he was allowed to g o fr ee.

After his li beration fr om the P eni ten tiar y, we had fr om his o wn

lips narr ations o f his y ears of suf feringÑo f the bi t ter cup, tha t he

was compelle d to drink, and o f his being sustaine d by the Almig hty

ArmÑbut no notes w ere taken at the time, c onsequentl y we have

nothing mor e to add c oncerning him, sa ve qui te a fai thful lik eness.
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An Irish Girl's Devotion to
Freedom

IN LOVE WITH A SLAVEÑGETS HIM O FF TO CANADAÑFOLLOWS

HIM ÑMARRIAGE, &C.

Having d welt on the sad narr ativ es of Samuel Green and his son

in the pr eceding chapter , it is qui te a r elief to be able to in tr oduce a

tr aveler whose stor y contains inciden ts less painful to c ontempla te.

From the r ecord book the f ollo wing brief ac count is tak en:

ÒApril 27, 1855. John H all arriv ed safely fr om Richmond, V a., per

schooner , (Captain B). One hundr ed dollars w ere paid f or his

passage.Ó In Richmond he w as owned by James Dunlap, a mer chant.

John had been sold several times, in c onsequence of which, he had

possessed very good oppor tuni ties o f experiencing the ef fect o f

change of owners. Then, too, the personal e xamination made bef ore

sale, and the gr atif ication af forded his master when he (J ohn),

brought a good pric eÑlef t no v ery pleasing impr essions on his mind.

By one of his o wners, name d Burke, John alleg ed tha t he had be en

Òcruell y used.Ó When qui te young, both he and his sister , together

wi th their mother , were sold by Burke. From tha t time he had se en

nei ther mother nor sister Ñthe y were sold separatel y. For thr ee or

four y ears the desir e to seek li ber ty had been fondl y cherishe d,

and nothing but the w ant o f a favorable oppor tuni ty had deterr ed

him fr om carr ying out his designs. H e consider ed himself much

Òimposed upon Ó by his master , particular ly as he was allowed Òno

choic e about livingÓ as he Òdesir ed.Ó This was indeed ill-tr eatmen t

as John vie wed the ma t ter . John may have wanted too much. H e

was about thir ty-f ive years of age, light comple xionÑtallÑr ather

handsome-looking, in tellig ent, and o f good manners. B ut

not wi thstanding these pr epossessing featur es, JohnÕs owner v alued

him at onl y $1,000 . If he had be en a few shades darker and onl y

about half as in tellig ent as he was, he would ha ve been wor th at
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least $500 mor e. The idea of having had a whi te father , in man y

instanc es, depreciated the pe cuniar y value of male slaves, if not o f

the other se x. John empha tic ally was one of this in jured class; he

eviden tl y had blood in his v eins which de cidedly warr ed against

submi t ting to the y oke. In addi tion to the inf luenc e which such

rebellious blood e xerted over him, tog ether wi th a consider able

amoun t o f in tellig ence, he was also under the inf luenc e and advice

of a daughter o f old I reland. She was heart and soul wi th John in

all his plans which look ed Canada-w ard. This i t w as that Òsent him

away.Ó

It is very certain, tha t this I rish g ir l was not anno yed by the

kinks in JohnÕs hair. Nor w as she overly fastidious about the small

percentage of color ed blood visi ble in JohnÕs comple xion. I t w as,

however, a strange occurr ence and very hard to understand. N ot a

stone w as left un turne d un til John w as safely on the Under ground

Rail Road. Doubtless she helpe d to e arn the mone y which w as paid

for his passage. And when he w as safe off, i t is not too much to

say, that John w as not a whi t mor e delig hted than w as his intende d

Irish lassie, Mar y Weaver. John had no sooner r eached Canada than

Mar yÕs heart w as ther e too. Cir cumstanc es, however, requir ed tha t

she should r emain in Richmond a number o f mon ths f or the purpose

of winding up some o f her af fairs. As soon as the w ay opened for her ,

she follo wed him. I t w as quite manif est, tha t she had not le t a sing le

oppor tuni ty slide, but seiz ed the f irst chanc e and arriv ed par tl y

by means of the Under ground Rail Road and par tl y by the r egular

tr ain. Many dif f iculties w ere surmoun ted before and after le aving

Richmond, b y which the y earned their meri ted success. From

Canada, where they anticipa ted entering upon the

matrimonial career wi th mutual sa tisfac tion, i t seemed to af ford

them gr eat ple asure to wri te back fr equentl y, expr essing their

heartf elt gr ati tude f or assistanc e, and their happiness in the

prospect o f being uni ted under the fa vorable auspices of fr eedom!

At le ast t wo or thr ee of these le t ters, be aring on par ticular phases

of their esc ape, etc., are too v aluable not to be publishe d in this

connection:
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FIRST LETTER.

HAMILTON, March 25th, 1856.

Mr . Still:Ñ Sir and F riendÑ I tak e the li ber ty of addr essing

you wi th these f ew lines hoping tha t you will a t tend to wha t

I shall r equest o f you.

I have wri t ten to V ir ginia and ha ve not r eceived an answer

yet. I w ant to kno w if y ou can get any one of your ci ty to

go to Richmond f or me. I f you can, I will pa y the e xpense

of the whole. The person tha t I w ant the messeng er to se e

is a whi te g ir l. I expect you kno w who I allude to, i t is the

gir l tha t sent me away. If you can get any one to g o, you

will ple ase wri te rig ht away and tell me the c ost, &c. I will

forward the mone y and a let ter . Please use your ende avors.

Yours Respectfuli y,

JOHN HALL.

Dir ect yours to Mr . Hill.

SECOND LETTER.

HAMILTON, Sept. 15th, 1856.

To Mr . Still, De ar Sir:Ñ I tak e this oppor tuni ty of

addressing these f ew lines to y ou hoping to f ind y ou in

good health I am happ y to inf orm y ou tha t Miss W eaver

arriv ed her e on Tuesday last, and I c an assure you i t w as

indeed a happy day. As for y our par t tha t you done I will

not a t tempt to tell y ou how thankful I am, but I hope tha t

you can imagine wha t m y feelings ar e to y ou. I cannot f ind

words suff icien t to e xpr ess my grati tude to y ou, I think the

wedding will tak e place on Tuesday next, I ha ve seen some

of the br ead fr om your house, and she sa ys it is the best

bread she has had since she has been in Americ a. Sometimes
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she has impudenc e enough to tell me she w ould r ather be

wher e you are in Philadelphia than to be her e wi th me. I

hope this will be no admir ation to y ou for no honest he arted

person e ver saw you tha t w ould not desir e to be wher e

you are, No f lat ter y, but c andidl y speaking, you are wor th y

all the pr aise of any person who has e ver been wi th y ou, I

am now lik e a deserted Christian, but y et I ha ve asked so

much, and all has be en done y et I must ask again, M y love

to Mrs. S till. De ar Mr . Still I no w ask you ple ase to exercise

all your inf luenc e to get this y oung man W illis Johnson fr om

Richmond f or me I t is the y oung man tha t Miss W eaver told

you about, he is in Richmond I think he is a t the c orner o f

Fushien Str eet, & Gr ace in a house o f one Mr . Rutherf ord,

ther e is several Rutherf ord in the neig hbor hood, ther e is a

chur ch callÕd the thir d Baptist Chur ch, on the R.H. side g oing

up Gr ace str eet, dir ectl y opposi te the Baptist chur ch at the

corner , is Mrs. M eads Old School at one c orner , and Mr .

Rutherf ords is at the other c orner . He can be found out b y

seeing Fountain T ombs who belongs to Mr . Rutherf ord and

if you should not se e him, ther e is James Turner who liv es at

the Go vernors, P lease to see Captain Bayliss and tell him to

take these dir ections and g o to John H ill, in P etersbur gh, and

he may f ind him. T ell Captain Ba yliss tha t if he e ver did me a

friendl y thing in his lif e which he did do one friendl y act, if

he will tak e this on himself, and if mone y should be lacking I

will f orward any mone y tha t he ma y requir e, I hope you will

sympathiz e wi th the poor y oung f ellow, and tell the c aptain

to do all in his po wer to g et him and the c osts shall be paid.

He lies now between death or vic tor y, for I kno w the man he

belongs to w ould just as soon kill him as not, if he c atches

him, I her e enclose to y ou a let ter f or Mr . Wm. C. Mayo, and

please to send i t as dir ected. In this le t ter I ha ve asked him

to send a bo x to y ou for me, which y ou will ple ase pay the

fare of the e xpr ess upon i t, when y ou get i t ple ase to let me

know, and I will send y ou the mone y to pa y the e xpenses
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of the c arriag e clear thr ough. Please to let Mr . Mayo know

how to dir ect a box to y ou, and the best w ay to send i t fr om

Richmond to P hiladelphia. Y ou will gr eatl y oblig e me by so

doing. I n this le t ter I ha ve enclosed a trif le for postag e which

you will ple ase to keep on account o f my let ters I hope y ou

wont think har d of me but I simpl y send i t because I kno w

you have done enoug h, and are now doing mor e, wi thout

imposing in the ma t ter I ha ve done i t a gr eat man y mor e of

our pe ople who y ou have done so much f ore. No mor e fr om

your humble and oldest ser vant.

JOHN HALL, Nor ton Õs Hotel, H amilton.

THIRD LETTER.

MONDAY, Sept. 29, 56.

Sir:Ñ I tak e this oppor tuni ty of inf orming y ou tha t w e are

in excellent health, and hope y ou are the same, I wr ote a

let ter to y ou about 2 w eeks ago and have not y et had an

answer to i t I wish to inf orm y ou tha t the w edding took

place on Tuesday last, and Mrs. H all now sends her best lo ve

to y ou, I enclose a le t ter which I wish y ou to f orward to

Mr . Mayo, you will se e in his le t ter wha t I ha ve said to him

and I wish y ou would furnish him wi th such dir ections as i t

requir es for him to send them things to y ou. I have told him

not to pa y for them but to send them to y ou so when y ou

get them wri te me w ord what the c ost o f them ar e, and I will

send you the mone y for them. Mar y desir es you to g ive her

love to Mrs. S till. I f any let ters c ome for me ple ase to send

to me a t Nor tons H otel, Please to let me kno w if y ou had

a let ter fr om me about 12 days ago. You will ple ase Direct

the enclose d to Mr . W.C. Mayo, Richmond, V a. Let me kno w

if you have heard anything o f Willis Johnson Mr . & Mrs. H ill
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send their kind lo ve to y ou, the y are all well, no mor e at

present fr om your af fect.,

JOHN HALL

Nor tons H otel.

FOURTH LETTER.

HAMILTON, December 23d, 1856.

DEAR SIR:ÑI am happ y to inf orm y ou tha t w e are both

enjoying good health and hope y ou are the same. I have been

expecting a le t ter fr om you for some time but I suppose

your business has pr evented you fr om wri ting. I suppose

you have not he ard fr om any of my friends a t Richmond. I

have been long ing to he ar some news fr om tha t par t, you

may think ÒOut o f sight and out o f mind,Ó but I can assure

you, no ma t ter ho w far I ma y be, or in wha t distan t land,

I shall ne ver f orget you, if I c an never r each you by let ters

you may be sure I shall always think o f you. I have found

a great man y friends in m y lif e, but I must sa y you are the

best one I e ver met wi th, except one, y ou must kno w who

that is, Õtis one who if I did not c onsider a friend, I c ould

not c onsider an y other person a friend, and tha t is Mrs. H all.

Please to let me kno w if the na vigation be tween New York &

Richmond is close d. Please to let me kno w whe ther i t w ould

be convenien t to y ou to g o to N ew York if i t is ple ase let me

know wha t is the e xpense. Tell Mrs S till tha t m y wif e would

be very happy to r eceive a let ter fr om her a t some momen t

when she is a t leisur e, for I kno w fr om wha t li t tle I ha ve seen

of domestic af fairs i t keeps her pr et ty well emplo yed, And I

know she has not much time to wri te but if i t w ere but t wo

lines, she w ould be happ y to r eceive it fr om her , my reason

for w anting y ou to g o to N ew York, ther e is a young man

named Richard Myers and I should lik e for y ou to se e him.
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He goes on boar d the Or ono to Richmond and is a par ticular

friend o f mine and b y seeing him I c ould g et m y clothes fr om

Richmond, I e xpect to be out o f emplo y in a f ew days, as

the hotel is about to close on the 1st J anuary and I hope y ou

will wri te to me soon I w ant you to send me w ord how you

and all the famil y are and all the news you can, you must

excuse my shor t le t ter , as it is no w near one oÕclock and I

must a t tend to business, but I ha ve not wri t ten half wha t I

intende d to, as time is shor t, hoping to he ar fr om you soon I

remain yours sinc erely,

JOHN HALL.

Mr . and Mrs. H ill desir e their best r espects to y ou and Mrs.

Still.

It cannot be denie d tha t this is a most e xtr aordinar y occurr ence.

In some r espects i t is wi thout a par allel. I t w as, however, no

uncommon thing f or whi te men ( slave-holders ) in the South to ha ve

color ed wiv es and childr en whom, the y did not hesi tate to liv e wi th

and ackno wledge by their ac tions, wi th their me ans, and in their

wills as the rig htful heirs o f their substanc e. Probably ther e is not

a state in the Union wher e such r elations ha ve not e xiste d. Seeing

such usages, Mary mig ht have reasoned tha t she had as good a rig ht

to marr y the one she lo ved most as anybody else, particular ly as she

was in a Òfree countr y.Ó
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"Sam" Nixon, Alias Dr.
Thomas Bayne

THE ESCAPE OF A DENTIST ON THE U.G.R.R.ÑHE IS TAKEN FOR

AN IMPOSTORÑELECTED A MEMBER OF CITY COUNCIL IN NEW

BEDFORDÑSTUDYING MEDICINE, ETC.

But f ew could be f ound among the Under ground Rail Road

passengers who had a str onger r epugnanc e to the unr equi ted labor

system, or the r ecogniz ed terms o f Òmaster and sla ve,Ó than Dr.

Thomas Bayne. Nor w ere many to be f ound who w ere mor e fearless

and independen t in ut tering their sen timen ts. His place of bondag e

was in the ci ty of Norf olk, Va., where he was held to ser vice by Dr.

C.F. Mar tin, a den tist o f some celebri ty. While wi th Dr . Mar tin, ÒSamÓ

learned dentistr y in all i ts br anches, and was often r equir ed by his

master , the doc tor , to fulf il pr ofessional engagements, both a t home

and at a distanc e, when i t did not sui t his ple asure or c onvenienc e to

appear in person. I n the me chanic al depar tmen t, especiall y, ÒSamÓ

was called upon to e xecute the most dif f icult tasks. This w as not

the testimon y of ÒSamÓ alone; various individuals who w ere wi th him

in N orf olk, but had mo ved to Philadelphia, and w ere living ther e

at the time o f his arriv al, being in vited to see this distinguishe d

professional pie ce of pr oper ty, gave evidenc e which full y

corr obor ated his. The masterÕs professional pr actic e, according to

ÒSamÕsÓ calculation, w as wor th $3,000 per annum. F ull $1,000 o f

this amoun t in the opinion o f ÒSamÓ was the r esult o f his o wn

fet ter ed hands. Not onl y was ÒSamÓ serviceable to the doc tor in

the me chanic al and pr actic al branches of his pr ofession, but as

a sort o f r eady reckoner and an apt penman, he w as obviousl y

consider ed by the doc tor , a valuable Òarticle.Ó He would fr equentl y

have ÒSamÓ at his books inste ad of a book-k eeper. Of course, ÒSamÓ

had never r eceived, fr om Dr . M., an hourÕs schooling in his lif e,

but ha ving per ceptiv e faculties na tur ally very large, combine d wi th
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much self -este em, he could har dly help le arning r eadily. Had his

masterÕs design to k eep him in ignor ance been ever so gr eat, he

would ha ve found i t a labor be yond his po wer. But ther e is no r eason

to suppose tha t Dr . Mar tin w as opposed to SamÕs learning to r ead

and wri te. We are pleased to note tha t no char ges of ill-tr eatmen t

are found r ecorded against Dr . M. in the narr ativ e of ÒSam.Ó

True, i t appears tha t he had be en sold several times in his y ounger

days, and had consequentl y been made to f eel keenly, the smar ts

of Slavery, but nothing o f this kind w as charged against Dr . M.,

so that he ma y be set do wn as a pr et ty fair man, f or aught tha t

is known to the c ontr ary, wi th the e xception o f depriving ÒSamÓ

of the just r eward of his labor , which, ac cording to S t. James, is

pronounc ed a Òfraud.Ó The doctor did not k eep ÒSamÓ so closely

conf ined to den tistr y and book -k eeping tha t he had no time to

at tend oc casionally to outside duties. I t appears tha t he w as quite

activ e and successful as an Under ground Rail Road agent, and

render ed impor tant aid in v arious dir ections. I ndeed, Sam had good

reason to suspect tha t the sla ve-holders w ere watching him, and

that if he r emained, he would most lik ely f ind himself in Òhot w ater

up to his e yes.Ó Wisdom dic tated tha t he should Òpull up stak esÓ and

depar t while the w ay was open. He knew the c aptains who w ere

then in the habi t o f taking similar passeng ers, but he had some f ears

that the y mig ht not be able to pursue the business much long er. In

contempla ting the chang e which he w as about to mak e, ÒSamÓ felt

it ne cessary to k eep his mo vements stric tl y priv ate. Not even was

he at li ber ty to br eak his mind to his wif e and child, f earing tha t

it w ould do them no g ood, and mig ht pr ove his ut ter failur e. His

wif eÕs name was Edna and his daughter w as called Elizabeth; both

were slaves and owned by E.P. Tabb, Esq., a hardware merchant o f

Norf olk.

No mention is made on the books, o f ill-tr eatmen t, in c onnection

wi th his wif eÕs servitude; i t may ther efore be inf err ed, tha t her

situation w as not r emarkably hard. It must not be suppose d tha t

ÒSamÓ was not trul y at tached to his wif e. He gave abundant pr oof

of true ma trimonial de votion, not wi thstanding the se crecy of his
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arr angements for f light. Being na tur ally hopeful, he c onclude d tha t

he could be t ter suc ceed in securing his wif e after obtaining fr eedom

himself, than in under taking the task bef orehand.

The captain had t wo or thr ee other Under ground Rail Road male

passengers to bring wi th him, besides ÒSam,Ó for whom,

arr angements had been pr eviousl y madeÑno mor e could be

brought tha t trip. A t the appoin ted time, the passeng ers were at the

disposal o f the c aptain o f the schooner which w as to bring them out

of Slavery in to fr eedom. Full y aware of the dang erous consequences

should he be de tected, the c aptain, fai thful to his pr omise, secreted

them in the usual manner , and set sail nor th ward. Instead of landing

his passengers in Philadelphia, as w as his inten tion, f or some reason

or other ( the schooner ma y have been disabled), he landed them

on the N ew Jersey coast, not a gr eat distanc e fr om Cape Island. He

dir ected them ho w to r each Philadelphia. Sam kne w of friends in

the ci ty, and str aightway used his r eady pen to mak e known the

distr ess of himself and par tners in tri bulation. I n making their w ay

in the dir ection o f their destine d haven, the y reached Salem, New

Jersey, wher e they were discovered to be str angers and fug itiv es,

and were dir ected to Abigail Good win, a Quak er lady, an aboli tionist,

long note d for her de votion to the c ause of fr eedom, and one o f

the most li beral and fai thful friends o f the V igilanc e Commi t tee of

Philadelphia.

This friendÕs oppor tuni ties o f wi tnessing fr esh arriv als had been

rare, and perhaps she had never bef ore come in c ontact wi th a

Òchat telÓ so smart as ÒSam.Ó Consequentl y she was much

embarr assed when she he ard his stor y, especiall y when he talk ed

of his experienc e as a ÒDentist.Ó She was incline d to suspe ct tha t he

was a Òshrewd impostorÓ that ne eded ÒwatchingÓ instead of aiding.

But her humani ty forbade a hast y decision on this poin t. She was

soon persuade d to r ender him some assistanc e, not wi thstanding

her appr ehensions. W hile tarr ying a day or t wo in Salem, ÒSamÕsÓ

let ter w as received in Philadelphia. F riend Good win w as wri t ten to

in the me antime, b y a member o f the Commi t tee, dir ectl y wi th a

view of making inquir es concerning the str ay fug itiv es, and at the
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same time to inf orm her as to ho w the y happened to be c oming in

the dir ection f ound b y her . While the mind o f the friend w as much

relieved by the le t ter she r eceived, she was still in some doubt, as

will be se en by the appende d extr act fr om a let ter on the subje ct:

LETTER FROM A. GOODWIN.

SALEM, 3 mo., 25, Õ55.

DEAR FRIEND:ÑThine o f the 22d c ame to hand y esterday

noon.

I do not belie ve that any of them ar e the ones the e wr ote

about, who w anted Dr . Lundy to c ome for them, and

promised the y would pa y his expenses. They had no mone y,

the minister said, but w ere pret ty well o ff for clothes. I ga ve

him all I had and mor e, but i t seemed very li t tle f or f our

tr avelersÑonl y a dollar f or eachÑbut the y will me et wi th

friends and helpers on the w ay. He said the y expected to

go away to-morr ow. I am afr aid, i tÕs so cold, and one o f

them had a sor e foot, the y will not g et awayÑi tÕs dangerous

staying her e. There has been a slave-hun ter her e latel y, I was

told y esterday, in search of a woman; he tr acked her to our

Alms-houseÑshe had la tel y been conf ined and w as not able

to goÑhe will c ome back f or her and his infan tÑand will not

wait long I e xpect. I w ant much to g et her a way f irstÑand if

one had a C.C. Torne y her e no doubt i t w ould be done; but

she will be w ell guar ded. How much I wish the poor thing

could be secreted in some saf e place till she is able to tr avel

Nor th ward; but wher e that could be i tÕs not easy to see. I

presume the Car olina fr eed people have arriv ed ere now.

I hope the y will me et man y friends, and be w ell pr ovided

for. Mary Davis will be then paidÑher c ousins have sent her

twenty-f our dollars, as i t w as not w anted for the pur chase
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moneyÑi t w as to be kept f or them when the y arriv e. I am

glad the e did keep the ten f or the fug itiv es.

Samuel Nixon is no w her e, just comeÑa smar t young

manÑthe y will be af ter him soon. I ad vise him to hurr y on

to Canada; he will le ave here to-morr ow, but don Õt say tha t

he will g o str aight to the ci ty. I would send this b y him if

he did. I am afr aid he will loi ter about and be tak enÑdo

make them g o on fastÑhe has lef t. I c ould not he ar much

he saidÑsome who did don Õt like him at allÑthink him an

impostor Ña gr eat br agÑsaid he w as a dentist ten y ears. He

was asked wher e he came fr om, but w ould not tell till he

looked at the le t ter tha t lay on the table and tha t he had

just br ought back. I don Õt feel much c onf idenc e in himÑdon Õt

believe he is the one the e alluded to. H e was asked his

nameÑhe look ed at the le t ter to f ind i t out. Says nobod y

can make a bet ter se t o f te eth than he c an. He said the y will

go on to-morr ow in the stag eÑhe took do wn the number

and str eet o f the An ti-sla very off iceÑyou will be on y our

guard against imposi tionÑhe k ept the le t ter the e sent fr om

Norf olk. I had then no doubt o f him, and had no obje ction to

it. I no w r ather r egret i t. I w ould send i t to the e if I had i t,

but per haps it is o f no impor tanc e.

He wanted the names tak en down o f nine mor e who

expected to g et o ff soon and mig ht come her e. He told us to

send them to him, but did not se em to kno w wher e he was

going to. H e was well dr essed in f ine br oad-cloth c oat and

overcoat, and has a very activ e tongue in his he ad.

But I ha ve said enoughÑdon Õt want to pr ejudic e thee

against him, but onl y be on th y guard, and do not le t him

deceive thee, as I fear he has some of us her e.

With kind r egards,

A. GOODWIN.

In due time Samuel and his c ompanions r eached Philadelphia,

wher e a cordial w elcome awaited them. The c onfusion and
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dif f iculties in to which the y had fallen, b y having to tr avel an indir ect

route, w ere full y explaine d, and to the he arty merrimen t o f the

Commi t tee and str angers, the dilemma o f their g ood Quak er friend

Goodwin a t Salem was alluded to. Af ter a sojourn o f a day or t wo

in Philadelphia, Samuel and his c ompanions lef t f or N ew Bedford.

Canada was named to them as the saf est place for all Refugees; but

it w as in vain to a t tempt to c onvinc e ÒSamÓ that Canada or an y other

place on this Con tinen t, w as quite equal to N ew Bedford. His heart

was ther e, and ther e he was resolved to g oÑand ther e he did g o too,

bearing wi th him his r esolute mind, de termine d, if possi ble, to w ork

his way up to an honor able posi tion a t his old tr ade, Dentistr y, and

that too f or his o wn benef it.

Aided by the Commi t tee, the journe y was made safely to the

desir ed haven, wher e many old friends fr om Norf olk w ere found.

Here our her o was known b y the name o f Dr . Thomas BayneÑhe w as

no long er ÒSam.Ó In a shor t time the Dr . commenc ed his pr ofession

in an humble w ay, while, a t the same time, he de eply in ter ested

himself in his o wn impr ovement, as well as the impr ovement o f

others, espe ciall y those who had esc aped fr om Slavery as he himself

had. Then, too, as c olor ed men w ere voters and, ther efore, eligible

to o ff ice in New Bedford, the Doc torÕs natur ally ambi tious and

intellig ent, turn o f mind le d him to tak e an inter est in poli tics, and

before he was a citiz en of New Bedford four y ears, he was duly

elected a member o f the Ci ty Council. H e was also an outspok en

advocate of the cause of temper ance, and was likewise a r eady

speaker at Anti-sla very meetings held b y his r ace. Some idea of his

abili ties, and the in ter est he took in the Under ground Rail Road,

education, e tc., may be gather ed fr om the appende d let ters:

NEW BEDFORD, June 23d, 1855.

W. Still:Ñ Sir ÑI wri te you this to inf orm y ou tha t I has

received my things and tha t you need not sa y any thing

to Bagnul about themÑ I see by the Paper tha t the under

ground Rail Road is in oper ation. Since 2 weeks a go when

Saless Party was betr ayed by tha t Capt whom w e in mass.
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are so anxious to Le arn his nameÑ Ther e was others star ted

last Satur day nig htÑ They are all my old friends and w e are

waiting their arriv al, we hope you will look out f or them the y

may come by way of Salem, N.J. if the y be not o vertaken.

They are fr om Norf olkÑTimes ar e very hard in Canada 2 of

our old friends has lef t Canada and c ome to Be dford for

a living. Every thing ar e so high and w ages so low They

cannot mak e a living (owing to the W ar) others ar e Expected

shor tl yÑle t me he ar fr om Sales and his Party. Get the N ame

of the Capt. tha t betr ayed him le t me kno w if Mrs. Good win

of Salem are at the same plac e yetÑ John Austin ar e wi th

us. C. Lightf oot is w ell and r emembers y ou and famil y. My

business incr eases more since I has got an o ff ice. Send me a

Norf olk Paper or an y other to r ead when c onvenien t.

Let me he ar fr om those P eople as soon as possible. They

consist o f woman and child 2 or 3 men belong ing to Marsh

Bottimor e, L. Slosser and Herman & CoÑand T urner Ñall o f

Norf olk, Va.

Trul y yours,

THOS. BAYNE.

Dir ect to Bo x No. 516, New Bedford, Mass. DonÕt direct m y

let ters to m y off ice. Direct them to m y Box 516. My off ice is

66- 1/2 W illiam St. The same str eet the P ost o ff ice is near the

ci ty market.

The Doc tor , feeling his e ducational def icienc y in the enlig htened

ci ty of New Bedford, did just wha t every uncultiv ated man should,

devoted himself assiduousl y to stud y, and even applie d himself to

abstruse and har d subjects, medicine, e tc., as the f ollo wing le t ters

will sho w:

NEW BEDFORD, Jan., 1860.

No. 22, Cheapside, opposi te Ci ty Hall.

My Dear Friend:Ñ Yours o f the 3d inst. r eached me safely

in the midst o f my misf or tune. I suppose y ou have learned
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that m y off ice and other buildings burne d down during the

recent f ir e. My loss is $550, insur ed $350.

I would ha ve wri t ten y ou before, but I ha ve been to R.I. f or

some time and soon af ter I r eturne d before I examine d the

books, the f ir e took plac e, and this ac counts for m y delay.

In r egard to the books I am under man y obliga tions to y ou

and all others f or so gr eat a pie ce of kindness, and shall

ever f eel indebte d to y ou for the same. I shall este em them

very hig hly for t wo reasons, first, The w ay in which the y

come, tha t is thr ough and by your V igilanc e as a color ed

man helping a c olor ed man to g et such kno wledge as will

give the lie to our enemies. Se condl yÑtheir c onten ts being

just the thing I ne eded at this time. M y indebte dness to y ou

and all c oncerned for me in this dir ection is ine xpr essible.

Ther e are some books the Doc tor sa ys I must ha ve, such as

the M edical Dic tionar y, PhysicianÕs Dictionar y, and a work on

Anatom y. These I will ha ve to get, but an y work tha t may be

of use to a studen t o f anatom y or me dicine will be thankfull y

received. You shall hear fr om me again soon.

Trul y Yours,

THOS. BAYNE.

NEW BEDFORD, March 18th, 1861.

Mr . Wm. Still:Ñ Dear Sir ÑDr. Powell called to see me and

inf orme d me tha t you had a medical lexicon (Dic tionar y) for

me. If you have such a book f or me, i t will be v ery thankfull y

received, and any other book tha t per tains to the me dical

or den tal pr ofession. I am qui te limi ted in me ans as yet and

in w ant o f books to pr osecute m y studies. The books I ne ed

most a t pr esent is such as tr eat on mid wif ery, anatom y, &c.

But an y book or books in ei ther o f the abo ve mentione d

cases will be o f use to me. You can send them b y Expr ess,

or b y any friend tha t may chanc e to c ome this w ay, but b y

Express will be the saf est way to send them. Times ar e qui te
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dull. This le aves me well and hope i t may f ind y ou and famil y

the same. My regards to your wif e and all others.

Yours, &c.,

THOMAS BAYNE,

22 Cheapside, opposi te Ci ty Hall.

Thus the doc tor c ontinue d to labor and impr ove his mind un til the

war r emoved the hide ous insti tution o f Slavery fr om the na tion;

but as soon as the w ay opened for his r eturn to his old home,

New Bedford no long er had suf f icien t at tr actions to r etain him.

With all her fa ults he c onceived tha t ÒOld Vir giniaÓ offered decided

induc ements for his r eturn. Ac cording ly he went dir ectl y to N orf olk,

whenc e he escaped. Of course every thing w as in the utmost

confusion and disor der when he r eturne d, save wher e the mili tar y

held sw ay. So as soon as the time dr ew near for r eorganizing,

elections, &c., the doc tor w as found to be an aspir ant f or a seat in

Congr ess, and in ÒrunningÓ for i t, w as found to be a v ery dif f icult

candidate to be at. Indeed in the f irst r epor ts of the ele ction his

name was amongst the ele cted; but subse quent counts pr oved him

to be among the def eated by onl y a very slight majori ty.

At the time o f the doc torÕs escape, in 1855, he was thir ty-one y ears

of age, a man of medium siz e, and about as pur ely color ed, as could

readily be found, wi th a full shar e of self-este em and pluck.
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Sundry Arrivals

FROM LOUDON CO., VA., NORFOLK, BALTIM ORE, MD.,

PETERSBURG, VA., &C., ABOUT THE M ONTH OF JUNE, 1855.

[Arri val
Number ] [Name]

Arriv al
1st. David Bennet t and famil y.

Arriv al
2d. Henr y Washington, alias An thon y Hanly, and Henr y Stewart.

Arriv al
3d.

William N elson and wif e, William Thomas, Louisa Bell, and
Elias Jasper.

Arriv al
4th. Maria Joiner .

Arriv al
5th. Richard Green and his br other Ge orge.

Arriv al
6th. Henr y Cromwell.

Arriv al
7th. Henr y Bohm.

Arriv al
8th.

Ralph Whi ting, James H. Forman, An thon y Atkinson, Ar thur
Jones, Isaiah Nixon, Joseph Harris, John M orris, H enr y
Hodges.

Arriv al
9th. Rober t Jones and wif e.

The f irst arriv al to be her e notic ed consiste d of David Benne t t, and

his wif e Mar tha, wi th their t wo childr en, a li t tle bo y named George,

and a nameless babe one mon th old. This famil y journe yed fr om

Loudon c ounty, Va. David, the husband, had be en in bonds under

Captain James Taylor . Mar tha, the wif e, and her t wo childr en were

owned by George Carter . Mar thaÕs master w as represented as a

very barbar ous and cruel man to the sla ves. He made a common

practic e of f logging f emales when strippe d naked. This w as the

emphatic testimon y of Mar tha. Mar tha declared tha t she had be en
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so strippe d, and f logged by him af ter her marriag e. The stor y of

this in ter esting y oung mother , who w as about t wenty-seven years

of age, was painful to the e ar, particular ly as the earnestness and

intellig ence of this poor , bruise d, and mang led soul bor e such str ong

evidenc e to the truthfulness o f her sta temen ts. During the painful

inter view the mind w ould in volun taril y pic tur e this demon, onl y

as the r epresentativ e of thousands in the South using the same

relentless sway over men and w omen; and this f leeing vic tim and

her li t tle ones, bef ore escaping, onl y as sharers of a common lot

wi th man y other mothers and childr en, whose backs w ere daily

subjected to the lash. I f on such an oc casion i t w as hard to f ind

fit ting w ords of sympath y, or adequate expr essions of indigna tion,

the ple asure of being permi t ted to g ive aid and comf or t to such

was in par t a compensation and a r elief. David, the husband o f this

woman, w as about thir ty-t wo years of age. No fur ther notic e was

made of him.

Arriv al No. 2 consiste d of Henr y Washington, alias An thon y Hanly,

and Henr y Stewart. Henr y lef t Norf olk and a Òvery mild master ,Ó

known b y the name o f ÒSeth Mar ch,Ó out of sheer disgust f or the

patriar chal insti tution. Dir ectl y after spe aking o f his master in such

f lat tering terms he qualif ied the Òmild,Ó &c. by adding tha t he w as

excessively close in mone y mat ters. I n pr oof of this asser tion, H enr y

declared, tha t out o f his hir e he was only allowed $1.50 per week to

pay his boar d, clothe himself, and defr ay all other e xpenses; leaving

no r oom wha tever f or him to pr ovide f or his wif e. It w as, therefore, a

never-failing sour ce of unhappiness to be thus debarr ed, and i t w as

wholl y on this ac count tha t he Òtook out,Ó as he did, and at the time

that he did. H is wif eÕs name was ÒSally.Ó She too was a slave, but Òhad

not be en tr eated roughly.Ó

For f if ty long y ears Henr y had been in the gr asp of this mer ciless

systemÑc onstr ained to toil f or the happiness o f others, to mak e

them c omf or table, rich, indolen t, and t yrannic al. To say tha t he

was like a bird out o f a cage, conveys in no sense wha tever the

slightest ide a of his delig ht in escaping fr om the prison house. And
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yet, his ple asure was sadly marr ed by the r ef lection tha t his bosom

companion w as still in bondag e in the g loom y prison-house. H enr y

was a man of dar k color , well made, and o f a ref lectiv e turn o f mind.

On arriving in Canada, he manif ested his gr ati tude thr ough Rev. H.

Wilson, as follo wsÑ

ST. CATHARINES, Aug. 20th, 1855.

DEAR BR. STILL:ÑI am r equested by Henr y Washington

to inf orm y ou tha t he got thr ough safe, and is her e in good

business. He returns to y ou his sinc ere thanks f or y our

at ten tion to him on his w ay. I had the ple asure of r eceiving

seven fug itiv es last week. Send them on, and ma y God speed

them in the f light. I w ould lik e to have a mir acle-w orking

power, that I c ould g ive wings to them all so tha t the y could

come faster than b y Railroads either under ground or abo ve.

Yours trul y,

HIRAM WILSON.

While he w as thus hopefull y succeeding in Canada, separ ated fr om

his companion b y many hundr eds of miles, de ath c ame and

liberated her fr om the y oke, as the subjoined let ter indic atesÑ

ST. CATHARINES, C.W. Nov. 12, 1855.

MR. WILLIAM STILL:Ñ Dear Sir :ÑI have received a let ter

fr om Joseph G. Selden a friend in N orf olk, Va., informing me

of the de ath o f my wif e, who deceased sinc e I saw you her e;

he also inf orms me tha t m y clothing will be f orwarded to

you by Jupiter W hi te, who no w has i t in his char ge. You will

ther efore do me a gr eat favor, if you will be so g ood as to

forward them to me a t this plac e St. Catharines, C.W.

The accompanying le t ter is the one r eceived fr om Mr .

Selden which I send y ou, tha t you may see that i t is all rig ht.

You will ple ase give my respects to Mrs. S till and famil y. Most

respectfull y yours,

HENRY WASHINGTON.
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Henr y Stewart, who ac companie d the abo ve mentione d tr aveler

to Canada, had f led a shor t while bef ore fr om Plymouth, N or th

Carolina. James Monr oe Woodhouse, a farmer , claimed Stewart as

his pr oper ty, and Òhired him outÓ for $180 per annum. As a master ,

Woodhouse w as consider ed to be o f the Òmoder ateÓ type, according

to StewartÕs judgment. But r especting mone y mat ters (when his

slaves wanted a trif le), Òhe was very hard. He did not f log, but w ould

not g ive a slave a cent o f mone y upon an y consider ation.Ó

It w as by pr ocuring a pass to N orf olk, tha t H enr y managed to

escape. Althoug h a father and a husband, ha ving a wif e (Martha) and

two childr en (Mar y Ann and Susan Jane), he felt tha t his lot as a

slave ut ter ly debarr ed him fr om dischar ging his dut y to them; tha t

he could e xercise no rig hts or privileg es whatever, save as he might

obtain permission fr om his master . In the ma t ter o f separation, e ven

althoug h the ties o f husband and wif e, parents and childr en were

most closel y kni t, his r eason dic tated tha t he w ould be justif ied in

fr eeing himself if possi ble; inde ed, he could not endur e the pr essure

of Slavery any long er. Althoug h onl y t wenty-thr ee years of age,

the bur dens tha t he had be en called upon to be ar, made his

natur ally intellig ent mind chaf e to an unusual degr ee, especiall y

when r ef lecting upon a c ontinue d lif e of Slavery. When the time

decided upon f or his f light arriv ed, he said nothing to his wif e on

the subject, but se cur ed his pass and took his depar tur e for N orf olk.

On arriving ther e, he sought out an Under ground Rail Road captain,

and arr anged wi th him to bring him to P hiladelphia. W hether the

sorr ow-strick en wif e ever af ter wards heard of her husband, or the

father o f his t wo li t tle childr en, the wri ter is unable to sa y. It is

possible tha t this narr ativ e may reveal to the mother and her

offspring ( if the y are still living), the f irst r ay of lig ht concerning

the missing one. I ndeed i t is not unr easonable to suppose, tha t

thousands o f anxious wiv es, husbands and childr en, who ha ve been

scat ter ed in every dir ection b y Slavery, will ne ver be able to le arn as

much o f their lost ones as is c ontaine d in this brief ac count o f Henr y

Stewart.
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Arriv al No. 3, brought W illiam N elson, his wif e, Susan, and son,

William Thomas, tog ether wi th Louisa Bell, and Elias J asper. These

tr avelers availed themsel ves of the schooner o f Captain B. who

allowed them to embar k at Norf olk, despi te the se arch laws of

Vir ginia. I t har dly need be said, however, that i t w as no trif ling

mat ter in those da ys, to evade the law. Captains and c aptiv es, in

order to suc ceed, found tha t i t r equir ed mor e than or dinar y

intellig ence and cour age, shrewdness and determina tion, and a t the

same time, a very ardent appr eciation o f li ber ty, wi thout which,

ther e could be no suc cess. The simple announc ement then, tha t

a party of this number had arriv ed fr om Norf olk, or Richmond, or

Petersbur g, gave the Commi t tee unusual satisfac tion. I t made them

qui te sur e that ther e was pluck and br ain somewher e.

These individuals, in a par ticular ly mar ked degr ee, possessed the

quali ties tha t gr eatl y encour aged the ef for ts of the Commi t tee.

William N elson, was a man of a dark chestnut c olor , medium siz e,

wi th mor e than an or dinar y degr ee of wha t mig ht be terme d

Òmother wi t.Ó Apparentl y, William possessed well set tle d

convictions, touching the questions o f mor als and relig ion, despi te

the o verf lowing tide o f corruption and spurious r elig ious te achings

consequent on the e xisting pr o-sla very usages all around him. H e

was a member o f the M ethodist Chur ch, under the char ge of the

Rev. Mr. Jones. For t wenty years, William had ser ved in the c apacity

of a ÒpackerÓ under Messrs. Turner and W hi te, who held a de ed for

William as their legal pr oper ty. While he de clared tha t he had be en

very Òtightl y workedÓ he nevertheless admi t ted tha t he had be en

dealt wi th in a mild manner in some r espects.

For his boar d and clothing, W illiam had be en allowed $1.50 per

week. Trul y a small sum f or a har d-w orking man wi th a famil yÑyet

this w as far mor e than man y slaves received fr om their masters.

In view of r eceiving this small pi t tanc e, he had toile d hardÑdoing

over-w ork in or der to mak e Òbuckle and strap meet.Ó Once he had

been sold on the a uction-block. A sister o f his had also shar ed the

same fate. While seriousl y contempla ting his lif e as a slave, he was

soon led to the c onclusion tha t i t w as his dut y to bend his en tir e

430 | The Under ground Railr oad



energies towards fr eeing himself and his famil y if possi ble. The ide a

of not being able to pr oper ly pr ovide f or his famil y render ed him

qui te unhapp y; he ther efore resolved to seek a passage Nor th, via

the Under ground Rail Road. To any captain who w ould aid him in the

mat ter , he resolved to o ffer a lar ge reward, and determine d tha t the

amoun t should onl y be limi ted by his inabili ty to incr ease it. Finall y,

after much anxious pr eparation, agr eement w as enter ed in to wi th

Captain B., on behalf o f himself, wif e, child, and Louisa Bell, which

was mutuall y satisfac tor y to all c oncerned, and afforded great hope

to W illiam. I n due time the agr eement w as carrie d in to ef fect, and all

arriv ed safely and w ere delivered in to the hands o f the Commi t tee

in Philadelphia. The far e of the f our c ost $240, and William w as only

too gr ateful to think, tha t a Captain c ould be f ound who w ould risk

his own li ber ty in thus aiding a sla ve to fr eedom.

The Commi t tee gladly gave them aid and suc cor, and agreed wi th

William tha t the Captain deser ved all tha t he r eceived for their

deliverance. The arriv al of William, wif e, and child in Canada w as

duly announc ed by the agent at St. Catharines, R ev. H. Wilson, as

follo ws:

ST. CATHARINES, C.W., June 28th, 1855.

MR. WM. STILL:Ñ My Dear Friend :ÑI am happ y to

announc e the safe arriv al of Thomas Russell wi th his wif e

and child. The y have just arriv ed. I am much ple ased wi th

their appe arance. I shall do wha t I c an for their c omf or t and

encour agement. They stopt a t Elmir a from M onday nig ht till

this morning, hoping tha t Luc y Bell would c ome up and join

them a t tha t plac e. They are very anxious to he ar fr om her ,

as they have failed of meeting wi th her on the w ay or f inding

her her e in advance of them. The y wish to he ar fr om you as

soon as you can wri te, and w ould lik e to kno w if y ou have

forwarded Lucy on, and if so, wha t r oute y ou sent her . They

send their kind r espects to y ou and y our famil y and man y

thanks f or your kindness to them.

They wish y ou to inquir e after Luc y if an y harm has
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befallen her af ter her le aving Philadelphia. P lease wri te

promptl y in m y care.

Yours trul y in the lo ve of fr eedom,

HIRAM WILSON.

The man who c ame to us as Wm. Nelson, is no w kno wn onl y as

ÒThomas Russell.Ó It may her e be remarked, tha t, owing to the

general custom o f chang ing names, as her e instanc ed, i t is f ound

dif f icult to tell to whom the le t ters severally refer. Where the old

and new names w ere both c arefull y enter ed on the book ther e is no

dif f icult y, of course, but i t w as not always thus.

Susan Bell, the wif e of William, w as about thir ty years of age, of a

dark color , rather abo ve medium siz e, well-made, g ood-looking, and

intellig entÑqui te equal to her husband, and appe ared to ha ve his

affections undivide dly. She was owned by Thomas Baltimor e, wi th

whom she had liv ed for the last se ven years. She stated tha t during

a part o f her lif e she had been tr eated in a Òmild manner .Ó She had no

complain t to mak e until af ter the marriag e of her master . Under the

new wif e and mistr ess, Susan found a very mar ked change for the

worse. She fared badly enoug h then. The mistr ess, on every trif ling

occasion for c omplain t, w as disposed to hold the a uction-block up

to Susan, and would lik ewise inf luenc e her husband to do the same.

From the fac t, tha t f our o f SusanÕs sisters had be en sold away to

Òparts unkno wn,Ó she was not pr epared to r elish these almost dail y

thr eats fr om her irri table mistr ess, so she became as anxious for a

trip on the Under ground Rail Road as was her husband.

About one hundr ed miles away in the c ountr y, her fa ther , mother ,

thr ee brothers, and one sister w ere living; but she f elt tha t she could

not r emain a slave on their ac count. SusanÕs owner had alr eady f ixed

a pric e on her and her child, t wenty-t wo mon ths old, which w as

one thousand dollars. F rom this fa te she w as saved onl y by her f irm

resolution to se ek her fr eedom.

Louisa Bell w as also of Wm. NelsonÕs party, and a fair spe cimen

of a nic e-looking, wide a wake woman; of a chestnut c olor , twenty-

eight years of age. She was the wif e of a fr ee man, but the sla ve of
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L. Stasson, a confectioner . The almost c onstan t ring ing in her e ars

of the a uction-block, made her most miser able, especiall y as she

had onc e suffered terri bly by being sold, and had lik ewise seen her

mother , and f ive sisters plac ed in the same unhapp y situation, the

thoug ht o f which ne ver ceased to be most painful. I n r ef lecting upon

the c ourse which she w as about to pursue in or der to fr ee herself

fr om the prison-house, she f elt mor e keenly than e ver f or her li t tle

childr en, and r eadily imag ined how sadly she would mourn while

thinking o f them hundr eds of miles distan t, gr owing up onl y to be

slaves. And particular ly would her thoug hts dwell upon her bo y, six

years of age; full old enoug h to f eel deeply the loss o f his mother ,

but wi thout hope o f ever seeing her again.

Heart-br eaking as were these r ef lections, she r esolved to le ave

Rober t and Mar y in the hands o f God, and escape, if possi ble fr om

her terri ble thr aldom. H er plan w as submit ted to her husband; he

acquiesced full y and pr omised to f ollo w her as soon as an

oppor tuni ty mig ht pr esent i tself. Althoug h the or deal that she w as

called upon to pass thr ough was of the most tr ying na tur e she

bravely endur ed the journe y thr ough to Canada. On her arriv al ther e

the Rev. H. Wilson wr ote on behalf o f herself, and the c ause as

follo ws:

ST. CATHERINES, C.W. July 6th, 1855.

DEAR BR. STILL:ÑI have just r eceived your le t ters

touching U .G.R.R. operations. All is rig ht. Jasper and Mrs.

Bell got her e on Satur day last, and I think I dr opt y ou a line

announcing the fac t. I wri te again thus soon be cause two

mor e by name of Smi th, John and W m., have arriv ed the

present w eek and w ere anxious to ha ve me inf orm y ou tha t

they are safely landed and fr ee in this r efuge land. They wish

me to c ommunic ate their kind regards to y ou and others

who ha ve aided them. The y have found emplo yment and

are likely to do w ell. The 5 o f last w eek have gone over to

Toronto. I gave them le t ters to a friend ther e after furnishing

them as w ell as I could wi th such clothing as the y requir ed.
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I am afr aid tha t I am bur dening y ou too much wi th postag e,

but c anÕt help doing so unless I fail to wri te at all, as my

means are not half e qual to the e xpenses to which I am

subject.

Faithfull y and trul y yours,

HIRAM WILSON.

Elias Jasper, who w as also a fellow-passenger wi th W m. Nelson and

Co., was notic ed thus on the Under ground Rail Road: Age thir ty-

two years, color dar k, featur es good, and g if ted both wi th his tongue

and hands. He had worked mor e or less at the f ollo wing tr ades:

Rope-making, c arpen tering, eng ineering, and photogr aphing. I t w as

in this la t ter c alling tha t he w as engaged when the Under ground Rail

Road movement f irst arr ested his at ten tion, and so c ontinue d un til

his depar tur e.

For several years he had been accustome d to hir e his time, f or

which he had be en requir ed to pa y $10 per mon th. I n acquiring

the abo ve tr ades he had been at no e xpense to his master , as he

had learned them solel y by his own perse verance, endowed as he

was with a consider able share of genius. Occasionally he paid f or

lessons, the mone y being earned by his over-w ork. His master ,

Bayham, was a Òretir ed gentleman.Ó

Elias had been sold onc e, and had suf fered in v arious other w ays,

par ticular ly fr om being f logged. He left his wif e, Mary, but no child.

Of his in ten tion to le ave Elias saw not ho w to impar t to his wif e, lest

she should in some w ay let the Òcat out o f the bag.Ó She was owned

by a Miss Por tlock, and had be en tr eated Òtolerably well,Ó having had

the privileg e of hiring her time. She had $55 to pa y for this fa vor,

which amoun t she r aised by washing, etc. Elias w as a member o f the

Methodist Chur ch, as were all of his c omr ades, and well did the y

remember the o ft-r epeated lesson, ÒServants obey your masters, Ó

etc. The y soon understood this kind o f pr eaching af ter br eathing

fr ee air. The market value of Elias was placed at $1200.

Arriv al, No. 4. Maria Joiner . Captain F. arriv ed, fr om Norf olk, wi th the

above named passenger, the w ay not being open to risk an y other on
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that oc casion. This seemed rather slo w business wi th this v oyager,

for he w as usually accustome d to bring ing mor e than one. H owever,

as this arriv al was only one day later than the pr eceding one notic ed,

and came fr om the same plac e, the Commi t tee conclude d, tha t the y

had much r eason for r ejoicing ne vertheless. As in the c ase of a great

number among the oppr essed of the South, when simpl y looking

at Maria, no visi ble mar ks of ill usag e in any way were discerni ble.

Indeed, as she then appe ared at the ag e of thir ty-thr ee, a fine,

fr esh, and health y-looking mula t to w oman, nine out o f every ten

would ha ve been impr essed wi th the ide a, that she had ne ver been

subjected to har d tr eatmen t; in other w ords, that she had deriv ed

her full shar e of advantages from the ÒPatriar chal I nsti tution. Ó The

appearance of just such persons in Southern ci ties had o ften le d

Nor therners, when tr aveling in those par ts, to r egard the lot o f

slaves as quite comf or table. But the stor y of Maria, told in an e arnest

and in tellig ent manner , was at onc e calculated to dissipa te the ide a

of a Òcomf or tableÓ existenc e in a state o f bondag e. She frankly

admi t ted, however, that prior to the de ath o f her old master , she

was favorably tr eated, compar ed wi th man y others; but,

unf or tuna tel y, after his de ath, she had fallen in to the hands o f one

of the old man Õs daughters, fr om whom, she de clared, tha t she

had received continue d abuse, especiall y when said da ughter w as

under the inf luenc e of liquor . At such times she w as very violen t.

Being spiri ted, Maria c ould not c onsent to suf fer on as a slave in

this manner . Consequentl y she began to c ogitate ho w she mig ht

escape fr om her mistr ess (Catharine Gor don), and reach a fr ee State.

None other than the usual tr ying and hazar dous w ays could be

devisedÑ which w as either to be sto wed away in the hold o f a

schooner , or concealed amongst the rubbish o f a steamer, wher e,

for the time being, the e xtr eme suf fering w as sure to tax e very

ner ve even of the most v aliant-he arted men. The dail y darkening

prospects constr ained her to de cide, tha t she w as willing to suf fer,

not onl y in adopting this mode o f tr avel, but on the other hand, tha t

she had bet ter be de ad than r emain under so cruel a w oman as her

mistr ess. MariaÕs husband and sister ( no other r elativ es are notic ed),
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were natur ally formidable barriers in the w ay of her esc ape.

Not wi thstanding her a t tachmen t to them, she full y made up her

mind to be fr ee. Immediatel y she took the f irst pr erequisi te step,

which w as to r epair to a plac e of concealment wi th a friend in the

ci ty, and ther e, like the man a t the pool, w ait un til her turn c ame

to be c onveyed thenc e to a fr ee State. In this plac e she was obliged

to w ait eig ht long mon ths, enduring dail y suf fering in v arious w ays,

especiall y during the win ter se ason. But, wi th mar tyr -lik e faith,

she endur ed to the end, and w as eventuall y saved fr om the hell o f

Slavery. Maria w as appraised at $800 .

Arriv al No. 5. Richard Green, alias Wm. Smi th, and his br other

George. These young br others f led fr om George Chambers o f

Baltimor e. The elder br other w as twenty-f ive, the younger t wenty-

thr ee. Both w ere tall and w ell made and o f a chestnut c olor , and

possessed a good degr ee of natur al abili ty. When desiring to visi t

their par ents, their r equest w as positiv ely refused by their o wner .

Taking o ffence at this step, both mutuall y resolved to run a way at

the earliest oppor tuni ty. Thus in ac cordance wi th w ell pr emedi tated

plans, the y set out and unobstruc tedly arriv ed in Philadelphia. A t

f irst i t w as simply very pleasant to tak e them b y the hand and

welcome them; then to listen f or a f ew momen ts to their in tellig ent

narr ation o f how the y escaped, the motiv es that pr ompte d them,

etc. But fur ther inquiries soon br ought out inciden ts of the most

thrilling and touching na tur eÑnot wi th r egard to har dships which

they had personall y experienc ed, but in r elation to outr ages which

had been perpe tr ated upon their mother . Such simple fac ts as were

then wri t ten ar e substantiall y as follo ws: Nearly thir ty years prior

to the esc ape of Richar d and his br other their mother w as in very

bad health, so much so tha t ph ysicians r egarded her incur able. Her

owner w as eviden tl y full y impr essed wi th the belief tha t inste ad of

being pr ofitable to him, she mig ht be an expense, which he c ould

not possi bly obviate, while he r etaine d her as a slave. Now ther e

was a way to g et out o f this dilemma. H e could emancipa te her and

thr ow the r esponsibili ty of her suppor t upon, herself. Ac cording ly
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he dr ew up papers, c alled for his wif eÕs mother to wi tness them,

then f ormall y put them in to the hands o f the in valid slave woman

(Dinah), assuring her a t the same time, tha t she w as freeÑbeing full y

released as set f or th in her papers. ÒTake notic e I have no mor e

claim on y ou nor y ou on me fr om this time. Ó Marvellous li berali ty!

After w orking the lif e out o f a woman, in or der tha t he should not

have her to bur y, he becomes hastil y in fa vor o f fr eedom. He is,

however, justif ied by the la ws of Mar yland. Complain t, ther efore,

would simpl y amoun t to nothing. I n the na tur e of the c ase Dinah

was now fr ee, but she w as not wholl y alone in the w or ld. She had

a husband, named Jacob Green, who w as owned by Nathan Childs

for a term o f years onl y, at the e xpir ation o f which time he w as to

be fr ee. All lived then in T albot c ounty, Md. At the appoin ted time

JacobÕs bondage ended, and he conclude d tha t he mig ht suc ceed

bet ter b y moving to Baltimor e. Indeed the he alth o f his wif e was

so miser able tha t nothing in his old home se emed to o ffer any

induc ement in the w ay of a livelihood. So o ff the y moved to

Baltimor e. After a time, under c areful and kind tr eatmen t, the

fai thful J acob was greatl y encour aged by per ceiving tha t the he alth

of his c ompanion w as gradually impr ovingÑsigns indic ated, tha t she

mig ht yet become a well w oman. The hopes o f husband and wif e, in

this par ticular , were, in the lapse o f time, full y realized. Dinah w as as

well as ever, and became the mother o f another childÑa li t tle bo y.

Everything se emed to be g oing on happil y, and the y had no appar ent

reason to suspect any tr oubles other than such as mig ht natur ally

have to be enc ounter ed in a state of poverty and toil.

The unf et ter ed boy was health y, and made r apid advance in a few

years. That any one should e ver claim him w as never f or a momen t

feared.

The old master , however, becoming tir ed of countr y lif e, had also

moved to Baltimor e. How, they knew not, but he had he ard of the

existenc e of this bo y.

That he mig ht satisf y himself on this poin t, he one da y very slyly

approached the house wi th George. No sooner w as the old man

wi thin the enclosur es than he asked Dinah, ÒWhose child is tha t?Ó
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poin ting to the bo y. ÒAsk Jacob,Ó was the r eply of the mother . The

question w as then put to J acob, the fa ther o f the bo y. ÒI did not

think tha t you would ask such a question, or tha t you would r equest

anything lik e that,Ó Jacob r emarked, natur ally somewhat ner vous,

but he adde d, ÒI have the privileg e of having any one I ple ase in

my house.Ó ÒWhere is he fr om?Ó again demanded the master . The

father r epeated, ÒI have a right to ha ve,Ó etc., ÒI am my own man,Ó

etc. ÒI have found out whose he is, Ó the hunter said. ÒI am going

presentl y to tak e him home wi th me.Ó At this junc tur e he seized the

li t tle f ellow, at the same time c alling out, ÒDinah, put his clothes on. Ó

By this time the fa ther too had seiz ed hold o f the child. Mustering

cour age, the father said, ÒTake notic e that you are not in the

countr y, pulling and ha uling pe ople about.Ó ÒI will have him or I will

leave my heartÕs blood in the house, Ó was the savage declaration

of the master . In his r age he thr eatened to shoot the fa ther . In

the midst o f the e xci temen t George called in t wo off icers to se t tle

the tr ouble. ÒWhat ar e you doing her e?Ó said the off icers to the

slave-holder . ÒI am after m y pr oper tyÑthis bo y,Ó he exclaime d. ÒHave

you ever seen i t bef ore?Ó they inquir ed. ÒNo,Ó said the slave-holder .

ÒThen ho w do y ou kno w tha t he belongs to y ou?Ó inquired the

off icers. ÒI believe he is mine,Ó replied the slave-holder .

All the par ties c oncerned were then tak en by the o ff icers before

an Alderman. The fa ther o wned the child but the mother denie d i t.

The Alderman then de cided tha t the child should be g iven to the

father .

The slave-holder ha ving thus faile d, was unwilling, ne vertheless,

to r elinquish his gr asp. Whereupon he a t onc e claimed the mother .

Of course he w as under the ne cessity of r esorting to the Cour ts in

order to establish his claim. F or tuna tel y the mother had se cur ely

preserved the paper g iven her b y her master so man y years before,

releasing her . Not wi thstanding this the sui t w as pending ne arly

a year before the c ase was decided. Everything w as so clear the

mother f inall y gained the sui t. This de cision w as render ed onl y

about t wo mon ths prior to the esc ape of Richard and George.
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Arriv al No. 6. Henr y Cromwell. This passenger f led fr om Baltimor e

county, Md. The man tha t he escaped fr om w as a farmer b y the

name of William Rober ts, who also o wned seven other y oung slaves.

Of his tr eatmen t o f his slaves nothing w as recorded.

Henr y was about six f eet hig h, qui te black, visag e thin, ag e

twenty-f ive. He left nei ther wif e, parents, br others nor sisters to

grieve after him. I n making his w ay Nor th he w alked of nig hts fr om

his home to H arrisbur g, Pa., and ther e availed himself o f a passage

on a fr eight car coming to P hiladelphia.

Arriv al No. 7. Henr y Bohm. Henr y came fr om near Norf olk, Va. He

was about t wenty-f ive years of age, and a fair specimen o f a stout

man, possessed of mor e than or dinar y physical str ength. As to

whom he f led fr om, how he had be en tr eated, or ho w he r eached

Philadelphia, the r ecord book is silen t. W hy this is the c ase cannot

now be accounted for, unless the hurr y of get ting him o ff forbade

suff icien t delay to note do wn mor e of the par ticulars.

Arriv al No. 8. Ralph Whi ting, James H. Forman, An thon y Atkinson,

Arthur J ones, Isaiah Nixon, Joseph Harris, John M orris, and

Henr y Hodges. A numerous par ty lik e this had the appe arance of

business. They were all young and hopeful, and belong ed to the

mor e intellig ent and pr omising o f their r ace. They were capable of

giving the best o f r easons for the ende avors the y were making to

escape to a fr ee countr y.

They impar ted to the Commi t tee much inf orma tion r especting

their se veral situations, tog ether wi th the char acters o f their

masters in r elation to domestic ma t ters, and the customs and

usages under which the y had been severally held to ser viceÑall

of which w as listened to wi th de ep in ter est. But i t w as not an

easy mat ter , after ha ving been thus en ter taine d, to wri te out the

narr ativ es of eight such persons. H undr eds of pages would har dly

have containe d a brief ac count o f the most in ter esting por tion o f

their histories. I t w as deemed suf f icien t to en ter their names and

their f orsaken homes, etc., as follo ws:

ÒRalph was twenty-six y ears of age, five feet ten inches hig h, dark,
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well made, in tellig ent, and a member o f the M ethodist Chur ch. He

was claimed by Geo. W. Kemp, Esq., cashier o f the Ex change Bank

of Norf olk, Va. Ralph gave Mr . Kemp the cr edi t o f being a Ômoder ate

manÕ to his slaves. Ralph was compelle d to le ave his wif e, Lydia, and

two childr en, Anna Eliza, and Cornelius.Ó

ÒJames was twenty-thr ee years of age, dark mula t to, ne arly six

feet hig h, and of pr epossessing appearance. He f led fr om James

Saunders, Esq. Nothing, sa ve the desir e to be fr ee, prompte d James

to le ave his old si tuation and master . His parents and t wo sisters he

was obliged to le ave in Norf olk.Ó

Two brief le t ters fr om James, one concerning his Òsweet-he art,Ó

whom he lef t in N orf olk, the other g iving an ac count o f her arriv al

in Canada and marriag e ther eafter will, doubtless, be r ead wi th

inter est. They are here given as follo ws:

NIAGARA FALLS, June 5th, 1856. MR. STILL:ÑSir ÑI tak e my

pen in hand to wri te you the as few lines to le t you kno w

that I am w ell at pr esent and hope the as few lines ma y

find y ou the same. Sir m y object in wri ting to y ou is tha t

I expect a young L ady by the name o f Miss Mariah M oor e,

fr om Norf olk, Vir ginia. She will le ave Norf olk on the 13th o f

this mon th in the S teamship Vir ginia f or Philadelphia y ou

will oblig e me very much b y seeing her saf ely on the tr ain

of cars tha t le aves Philadelphia f or the S uspension Bridg e

Niagara Falls pleas to tell the L ady to telegr aph to me wha t

time she will le ave Philadelphia so i ma y know wha t time to

meet her a t the S uspension Bridg e my Brother I saac Porman

send his lo ve also his famil y to y ou and y our famil y the y are

all well at pr esent ple as to give my respects to Mr . Harr y

Londay, also Miss Mar garet Cunigan, no mor e at pr esent.

I r emain your friend,

JAMES H. FORMAN.

When you telegr aph to me dir ect to the I nterna tional

Hotel, Niagar a Falls, N.Y.

NIAGARA FALLS, July 24th, 1856.
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DEAR SIR:ÑI tak e this oppor tuni ty of wri ting these f ew

lines to y ou hoping tha t the y may f ind y ou enjoying good

health as these f ew lines le ave me at pr esent. I thank y ou for

your kindness. Miss M oor e arriv ed her e on the 30th o f June

and I w as down to the c ars to r eceive her. I thoug ht I w ould

have wri t ten to y ou before, but I thoug ht I w ould w ait till I

got marrie d. I got marrie d on the 22d o f July in the Eng lish

Chur ch Canada about 11 oÕclock m y wif e sends all her lo ve

to y ou and y our wif e and all enquiring friends ple ase to

kiss your t wo childr en for her and she sa ys she is done

cr ying and I am g lad to he ar she enjoyed herself so w ell in

Philadelphia g ive my respects to Miss Mar garet Cuning ham

and I am g lad to he ar her sister arriv ed my father sends his

respects to y ou no mor e at pr esent but r emain your friend,

JAMES H. FORMAN.

Dir ect your le t ter to the I nterna tional H otel, Niagar a Falls.

Anthon y was thir ty-six y ears of age, and by blood, w as quite as

nearly related to the Ang lo-Saxon as the Ang lo-Afric an. He was

nevertheless, ph ysically a fine specimen o f a man. He was about

six feet hig h, and bor e evidenc e of having pick ed up a consider able

amoun t o f in tellig ence considering his oppor tuni ties. He had been

sold thr ee times. An thon y was decidedly opposed to ha ving to pass

thr ough this or deal a four th time, ther efore, the mor e he medi tated

over his c ondi tion, the mor e determine d he became to seek out an

Under ground Rail Road agent, and mak e his way to Canada.

Concluding tha t Josiah Wells, who claime d him, had r eceived a

thousand times too much o f his labor alr eady, Anthon y was in a

fit sta te o f mind to mak e a resolute ef for t to gain his fr eedom. He

had a wif e, but no childr en. His father , one sister , and t wo br others

were all dear to him, but all being sla ves Òone could not help the

other ,Ó Anthon y reasoned, and wisel y too. So, at the c ommand o f the

captain, he w as ready to be ar his par t o f the suf fering c onsequent

upon being c oncealed in the hold o f a vessel, where but li t tle air

could pene tr ate.
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Arthur w as for ty-one y ears of age, six feet hig hÑchestnut c olor ,

well made, and possessed good nativ e faculties ne eding cultiv ation.

He escaped fr om a farmer , by the name o f John Jones, who w as

classed, as to natur al temper ament, amongst Òmoder ate slave-

holders.Ó

ÒI wanted my li ber ty,Ó said Arthur pr omptl y and empha tic ally, and

he declared tha t w as the cause of his escape. He left his mother , two

sisters, and thr ee brothers in Sla very.

Isaiah was about t wenty-t wo, small o f statur e, but smar t, and o f

a substantiall y black c omple xion. H e had been subjected to v ery

hard tr eatmen t under Samuel S immons who claime d him, and on

this ac count he w as first pr ompte d to le ave. His mother and thr ee

brothers he lef t in bondag e.

Joseph was twenty-thr ee years of age, and was, in every way,

Òlikely-looking. Ó According to the la ws of Slavery, he was the

proper ty of David M orris, who w as enti tle d to be r anked amongst

the mor e compassionate slave-holders o f the South. Y et, Joseph was

not satisf ied, depriv ed of his fr eedom. He had not kno wn har dships

as many had, but i t w as not in him not wi thstanding, to be c onten ted

as a slave. In leaving, he had to Òtear himself a wayÓ from his par ents,

thr ee brothers, and t wo sisters.

Henr y escaped fr om S. Simmons o f Plymouth, N or th Car olina,

and was a fellow-ser vant wi th I saiah. Simmons w as particular ly

distinguishe d for his t yrannic al rule and tr eatmen t o f his slavesÑso

Henr y and Isaiah had the g ood sense to wi thdr aw fr om under his

yoke, very young in lif e; Henr y being t wenty-thr ee.

John w as about t wenty-one y ears of age, five feet eig ht inches

high, dark color , and well-gr own f or his y ears. Before embarking, he

had endur ed seven mon ths o f har d suf fering fr om being se creted,

waiting f or an oppor tuni ty to esc ape. It w as to keep his master fr om

selling him, tha t he w as thus induc ed to secrete himself. Af ter he

had remained away some mon ths, he r esolved to suf fer on un til his

friends c ould manag e to pr ocur e him a passage on the Under ground

Rail Road. With this de termine d spiri t he did not w ait in v ain.
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Arriv al No. 9. Rober t Jones and wif e:ÑIn the majori ty of cases, in

order to ef fect the esc ape of ei ther , sad separations be tween

husbands and wiv es were unavoidable. For tuna tel y, it w as not so

in this c ase. In journe ying fr om the house o f bondag e, Rober t and

his wif e were uni ted both in sympa thies and in strugg les. Rober t

had experienc ed Òhard timesÓ just in what w ay, however, was not

recorded; his wif e had been dif ferentl y tr eated, not being under the

same taskmaster as her husband. A t the time o f their arriv al all tha t

was recorded of their bondag e is as follo wsÑ

August 2d, 1855, Rober t Jones and wif e, arriv ed fr om Petersbur g,

Va. Rober t is about thir ty-f ive, chestnut c olor , medium siz e, of good

manners, in tellig ent, had been owned by Thomas N . Lee, Òa very

hard man.Ó Rober t lef t because he Òwanted his li ber tyÑal ways had

fr om a boy.Ó Eliza, his wife, is about f or ty years of age, chestnut c olor ,

nice-looking, and w ell-dr essed. She belonged to Eliza H. Richie,

who w as called a Òmoder ate w omanÓ towards her slaves.

Not wi thstanding the limi ted space occupie d in noting them on the

record book, the Commi t tee regarded them as being among the

most w or th y and br ave tr avelers passing o ver the Under ground Rail

Road, and felt w ell satisf ied tha t such spe cimens o f humani ty would

do cr edi t in Canada, not onl y to themsel ves, but to their r ace.

Rober t had suc ceeded in le arning to r ead and wri te toler ably well,

and had thoug ht much o ver the c ondi tion and wr ongs of the r ace,

and seemed to be e ager to be wher e he could do some thing to lif t

his fellow-suf ferers up to a hig her plane o f li ber ty and manhood.

After an in ter view wi th Rober t and his wif e, in every way so

agreeable, they were forwarded on in the usual manner , to Canada.

While en joying the sw eets of fr eedom in Canada, he w as not the

man to k eep his lig ht under a bushel. H e seemed to ha ve a high

appreciation o f the potenc y of the pen, and a de cidedly clear ide a

that color ed men ne eded to la y hold o f many enterprises wi th

resolution, in or der to pr ove themsel ves qualif ied to rise e qually

wi th other branches of the human famil y. Some of his le t ters,

embr acing his vie ws, plans and suggestions, w ere so encour aging

and sensible, tha t the Commi t tee was in the habi t o f showing them
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to friendl y persons, and inde ed, extr acts of some of his le t ters w ere

deemed of suf f icien t impor tanc e to publish. One alone, tak en fr om

many let ters r eceived fr om him, must her e suff ice to illustr ate his

intellig ence and effor ts as a fugitiv e and ci tiz en in Canada.

Hamilton, C. W., August 9th, 1856.

MR. WM. STILL;Ñ Dear Friend :ÑI tak e this oppor tuni ty of

wri ting y ou these f ew lines to inf orm y ou of my health,

which is g ood at pr esent, &c. * * * *

I was talking to y ou about g oing to Li beria, when I sa w

you last, and did in tend to star t this fall, but I sinc e looked

at the c ondi tion o f the c olor ed people in Canada. I thoug ht

I would tr y to do some thing f or their ele vation as a na tion,

to plac e them in the pr oper posi tion to stand wher e they

ought to stand. I n or der to do this, I ha ve under taken to g et

up a mili tar y company amongst them. The y laughed at me

to under take such a thing; but I did not r elax my ener gies.

I went and had an in ter view wi th Major J .T. Gilepon, told

him wha t m y object w as, he encour aged me to g o on, saying

that he w ould do all he c ould f or the ac complishmen t o f my

object. He referr ed to Sir Allan M cNab, &c.* * * * I took wi th

me Mr . J.H. Hill to se e himÑhe told me tha t i t should be

done, and r equir ed us to wri te a peti tion to the Governor

General, which has be en done. * * * * The company is

already or ganized. Mr . Howard was elected Captain; J.H. Hill,

1st Lieutenan t; Hezekiah H ill, Ensign; Rober t Jones, 1st

Sergeant. The c ompanyÕs name is, Queen Victoria Õs Rifle

Guards. You may, by this, see what I ha ve been doing sinc e I

have been in Canada. When w e receive our appoin tmen ts by

the Go vernmen t. I will send b y expr ess, my daguerr eot ype in

unif orm.

My respects, &c. &c., Rober t Jones.
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Heavy Reward

Two Thousand Six Hundr ed

Dollars RewardÑ Ran away fr om the subscri ber, on Satur day

night, November 15th, 1856, Josiah and W illiam Baile y, and

Peter Pennington. J oe is about 5 f eet 10 inches in heig ht, of

a chestnut c olor , bald head, wi th a r emarkable scar on one

of his che eks, not posi tiv e on which i t is, but think i t is on

the lef t, under the e ye, has intellig ent countenanc e, activ e,

and well-made. H e is about 28 y ears old. Bill is o f a darker

color , about 5 f eet 8 inches in heig ht, stammers a li t tle when

confused, well-made, and older than J oe, well dr essed, but

may have pulle d kearsey on over their other clothes. P eter

is smaller than ei ther the others, about 25 y ears of age, dark

chestnut c olor , 5 feet 7 or 8 inches hig h.

A reward of f if teen hundr ed dollars will be g iven to an y

person who will appr ehend the said Joe Bailey, and lodg e

him saf ely in the jail a t Easton, T albot Co., M d., and $300 f or

Bill and $800 f or Peter .

W.R. Hughlet t
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John C. Henr y,

T. Wrig ht.

When this arriv al made i ts appearance, it w as at f irst sig ht qui te

eviden t tha t one o f the c ompany was a man of mor e than or dinar y

par ts, both ph ysically and men tall y. Likewise, taking them

individuall y, their appe arance and bearing tende d lar gely to

str engthen the ide a that the spiri t o f fr eedom w as rapidl y gaining

ground in the minds o f the sla ves, despite the effor ts of the sla ve-

holders to k eep them in dar kness. In company wi th the thr ee men,

for whom the abo ve large reward was offered, came a woman by the

name of Eliza Nokey.

As soon as the oppor tuni ty pr esented i tself, the Ac tiv e Commi t tee

feeling an unusual desir e to he ar their stor y, began the in vestigation

by inquiring as to the c ause of their esc ape, etc., which br ought

simple and homel y but e arnest answ ers fr om each. These answers

afforded the best possi ble means of seeing Slavery in i ts natur al,

practic al workingsÑo f obtaining such testimon y and

representations o f the vile system, as the most eloquen t or ator or

able pen mig ht labor in v ain to mak e clear and c onvincing, althoug h

this arriv al had obviousl y been owned by men o f hig h standing.

The fug itiv es themsel ves innoc entl y stated tha t one o f the masters,

who w as in the habi t o f f logging adult f emales, was a Òmoder ate

man.Ó Josiah Bailey was the leader of this par ty, and he appeared

well-qualif ied for this posi tion. H e was about t wenty-nine y ears of

age, and in no par ticular ph ysically, did he seem to be def icien t.

He was likewise civil and poli te in his manners, and a man o f good

common sense. H e was held and oppr essed by William H. H ughlet t,

a farmer and de aler in ship timber , who had besides in vested in

slaves to the number o f for ty head. In his habi ts he w as generally

taken for a Òmoder ateÓ and ÒfairÓ man, Òthough he w as in the habi t

of f logging the sla vesÑfemales as well as males,Ó after the y had

arriv ed at the ag e of maturi ty. This was not consider ed str ange or

cruel in Mar yland. Josiah was the ÒforemanÓ on the place, and was

entruste d wi th the manag ement o f hauling the ship-timber , and
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thr ough har vesting and busy se asons was requir ed to le ad in the

fields. He was regarded as one of the most v aluable hands in tha t

par t o f the c ountr y, being valued at $2,000 . Three weeks before

he escaped, Joe was Òstrippe d naked,Ó and ÒfloggedÓ very cruell y

by his master , simpl y because he had a dispute wi th one o f the

fellow-ser vants, who had stolen, as J oe alleged, seven dollars o f his

hard earnings. This f logging, pr oduced in JoeÕs mind, an unsw erving

determina tion to le ave Slavery or die: to tr y his luck on the

Under ground Rail Road at all hazar ds. The very name of Slavery,

made the f ir e fair ly burn in his bones. Althoug h a marrie d man,

having a wif e and thr ee childr en (owned by Hughlet t), he was not

prepared to le t his af fection f or them k eep him in chainsÑso Anna

Maria, his wif e, and his childr en Ellen, Anna Maria, and I sabella,

were shor tl y wido wed and orphane d by the slave lash.

William Baile y was owned by John C. Henr y, a large slave-holder ,

and a very ÒhardÓ one, if what W illiam alleg ed of him w as true.

His stor y certainl y had every appearance of truthfulness. A r ecent

brutal f logging had Òstif fened his back -bone,Ó and furnished him

wi th his e xcuse for not being willing to c ontinue in Mar yland,

working his str ength away to enrich his master , or the man who

claime d to be such. The memor able f logging, ho wever, which

caused him to se ek f light on the Under ground Rail Road, was not

administer ed by his master or on his masterÕs plantation. H e was

hir ed out, and i t w as in this si tuation tha t he w as so barbarously

tr eated. Yet he c onsider ed his master mor e in fault than the man to

whom he w as hired, but r edress there was none, save to escape.

The hour f or f orwarding the par ty by the Commi t tee, came too

soon to allo w time f or the wri ting o f any account o f Peter

Pennington and Eliza N okey. Suf f ice it to sa y, that in strugg ling

thr ough their journe y, their spiri ts never f lagged; the y had

determine d not to stop shor t o f Canada. They trul y had a very hig h

appreciation o f fr eedom, but a v ery poor opinion o f Mar yland.
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Slave Trader Hall is Foiled

ROBERT McCOY alias WILLIAM DO NAR.

In October , 1854, the Commit tee received per ste amer, dir ectl y

fr om Norf olk, Va., Rober t M cCoy and Elizabeth Saunders. Rober t

had constan tl y been in the clutches o f the negr o-tr ader Hall, for

the last sixte en years, previous to his le aving, being o wned by him.

He had, ther efore, possessed very favorable oppor tuni ties f or varied

observation and e xperienc e relativ e to the tr aderÕs conduc t in his

nefarious business, as w ell as for wi tnessing the ef fects of the

auction-block upon all ag esÑr ending asunder the de arest ties,

despi te the pi teous wails of childhood or w omanhood, par ental or

conjugal relations. But no a t tempt will be made to chr onicle the

deeds of this de aler in human f lesh. Those stories fr esh fr om the lips

of one who had just esc aped, were painful in the e xtr eme, but in the

very natur e of things some o f the sta temen ts are too r evolting to

be publishe d. In lieu o f this fac t, except the abo ve allusions to the

tr aderÕs business, this sk etch will onl y refer to Rober tÕs condi tion as

a slave, and finall y as a traveler on the Under ground Rail Road.

Rober t w as a man of medium siz e, dark mula t to, o f mor e than

ordinar y in tellig ence. His duties had be en conf ined to the house,

and not to the sla ve pen. As a general thing, he had manag ed,

doubtless thr ough much shr ewdness, to avoid very severe outr ages

fr om the tr ader. On the whole, he had far ed Òabout as w ellÓ as the

generality of slaves.

Yet, in or der to fr ee himself fr om his Òmiser ableÓ life, he was

willing, as he de clared, to suf fer almost an y sacrif ice. Indeed, his

conduc t pr oved the sinc eri ty of this de claration, as he had ac tuall y

been concealed f ive months in a plac e in the ci ty, wher e he could

not possi bly avoid dail y suf fering o f the most tr ying kind. H is resolve

to be fr ee was all this while ma turing. The tr ader had thr eatened to

sell Rober t, and to pr event i t Rober t (thus ) Òtook out.Ó Successfully

did he elude the k een scent and grasp of the hun ters, who made
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dilig ent ef for ts to r ecaptur e him. Althoug h a young manÑonl y about

twenty-eig ht years of age, his health w as by no me ans good. H is

system had eviden tl y been consider ably shat ter ed by Slavery, and

symptoms o f consumption, tog ether wi th chr onic r heumatism,

were making r apid headway against the ph ysical man. Under his

various ills, he de clared, as did man y others fr om the land o f

bondage, that his fai th in God af forded him c omf or t and hope. H e

was obliged to le ave his wif e, Eliza, in bonds, not kno wing whe ther

they should e ver meet again on e arth, but he w as somewhat hopeful

that the w ay would open f or her esc ape also.

After r eaching Philadelphia, wher e his arriv al had long be en

anticipa ted by the V igilanc e Commi t tee, his imme diate w ants were

met, and in due or der he w as forwarded to N ew Bedford, wher e, he

was led to f eel, he would be happ y in fr eedom.

Scarcely had he been in N ew Bedford one mon th, bef ore his

prayers and hopes w ere realized wi th r egard to the deliv erance of

his wif e. On hearing o f the g ood news of her c oming he wr ote as

follo wsÑ

NEW BEDFORD, Nov. 3, 1859.

DEAR SIR:Ñi embrace this oper tuni ty to inf orm y ou tha t i

received your le t ter wi th ple asure, i am enjoying good health

and hope tha t these f ew lines will f ind y ou enjoying the

same blessing. i r ejoise to he ar fr om you i f eel very much

inde t ted to y ou for not wri ting bef ore but i ha ve been so

bissy tha t is the c ause, i rejoise to he are of the arriv al of

my wif e, and hope she is not sick fr om the r oling o f the se a

and if she is not, ple as to send her on her e Monday wi th a

six baral warlian and a rifall to gar d her up to m y residance

i thank y ou kindl y for the g ood tha t you have don f or me.

Give my respects to Mrs. S till, tell her i w ant to se e her

very bad and you also i w ould c ome but i am afr aid yet to

ventur e, i received your le t ter the se cond, but about the f irst

of spring i hope to pa y you a visi t or ne xt summer . i am

get ting some thing to do e very day. i will wri te on her arriv all
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and tell y ou mor e. Mr. R. Whi te sends his lo ve to y ou and

your famer ly and says that he is v ery much inde t ted to y ou

for his not wri ting and all so he desir es to kno w whe ather his

cloths has ariv ed yet or not, and if the y are please to expr ess

them on to him or if a t pr easant by Mrs. Donar . Not an y mor e

at pr easent. i r emain your af fectiona te br other ,

WILLIAM DO NAR.

By the same arriv al, and similar ly secreted, Elizabeth Frances, alias

Ellen Saunders, had the g ood luck to r each Philadelphia. She w as

a single young w oman, about t wenty-t wo, wi th as ple asant a

countenanc e as one would wish to se e. Her manners w ere equally

agreeable. Perhaps her jo y over her achie ved vic tor y added

somewhat to her personal appe arance. She had, however, belonged

to the mor e favored class of slaves. She had neither be en over-

worked nor badl y abused. Elizabeth w as the pr oper ty of a lady a few

shades lighter than herself, (Elizabe th w as a mulat to) by the name o f

Sarah Shephard, of Norf olk. I n or der the mor e effectuall y to pr of it

by ElizabethÕs labor, the mistr ess resorted to the plan o f hiring her

out f or a given sum per mon th. Against this usag e Elizabeth ur ged

no complain t. Indeed the onl y very serious char ge she brought

was to the ef fect, tha t her mistr ess sold her mother a way fr om

her far South, when she w as a child onl y ten y ears old. She had

also sold a br other and sister to a f oreign southern mar ket. The

ref lections c onsequent upon the c ourse tha t her mistr ess had thus

pursue d, awakened Elizabeth to much stud y relativ e to fr eedom,

and by the time tha t she had r eached womanhood she had v ery

decided convictions touching her dut y wi th r egard to esc aping.

Thus gr owing to ha te slavery in every way and manner , she was

prepared to mak e a desperate ef for t to be fr ee. Having saved thir ty-

f ive dollars b y rig id econom y, she was willing to g ive every cent o f

it (althoug h i t w as all she possessed), to be aide d fr om Norf olk to

Philadelphia. Af ter r eaching the ci ty, having suf fered severely while

coming, she w as invited to r emain un til some what r ecrui ted. In

the he alth y air o f fr eedom she w as soon full y restor ed, and r eady
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to tak e her depar tur e for N ew Bedford, which plac e she reached

wi thout dif f icult y and w as cordiall y welcomed. The follo wing le t ter ,

expr essive of her obliga tions f or aid r eceived, was forwarded soon

after her arriv al in New Bedford:

NEW BEDFORD, Mass., October 16th, 1854.

MR. STILL:ÑDear Sir ÑI now tak e my pen in m y hand to

inf orm y ou of my health which is g ood at pr esent all e xcept

a cold I ha ve got but I hope when these f ew lines r each you

you may be enjoying good health. I arriv ed in N ew Bedford

Thursda y morning saf ely and wha t li t tle I ha ve seen of the

ci ty I lik e it very much m y friends w ere very glad to see me.

I found m y sister v ery well. Give my love to Mrs. S till and

also your de ar li t tle childr en. I am no w out a t ser vice. I do

not think o f going to Canada no w. I think I shall r emain in

this ci ty this win ter . Please tell Mrs. Still I ha ve not me t any

person who has tr eated me any kinder than she did sinc e I

lef t. I c onsider y ou both to ha ve been true friends to me. I

hope you will think me the same to y ou. I f eel very thankful

to y ou inde ed. It mig ht been supposed, out o f sight out o f

mind, but i t is not so. I ne ver f orget m y friends. Giv e my

love to Flor ence. If you come to this ci ty I w ould be v ery

happy to see you. Kiss your de ar li t tle childr en for me. Please

to answ er this as soon as possi ble, so tha t I ma y know you

received this. N o mor e at pr esent. I still r emain your friend,

ELLEN SAUNDERS.

ELIZA MCCOYÑthe wif e of Rober t M cCoy, whose narr ativ e has just

been givenÑand who w as left to w ait in hope when her husband

escapedÑsoon f ollo wed him to fr eedom. I t is a sour ce of gr eat

satisfac tion to be able to pr esent her narr ativ e in so close pr oximi ty

to her husbandÕs. He arriv ed about the f irst o f October Ñshe about

the f irst o f November , follo wing. From her lips testimon y of much

weight and in ter est was listened to b y several friends r elativ e to

her suf ferings as a slaveÑon the a uction-block, and in a plac e of

concealment seven mon ths, w aiting and pr aying f or an oppor tuni ty
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to escape. But i t w as thoug ht suf f icien t to r ecord mer ely a very

brief outline o f her ac tiv e slave lif e, which c onsiste d of the f ollo wing

notic eable featur es.

Eliza had been owned by Andr ew Sigany, of Norf olkÑage about

thir ty-eig htÑmula t to, and a w oman whose appe arance would

readily command at ten tion and r espect anywher e outside o f the

barbarism o f Slavery. She stated tha t her e xperienc e as a sufferer

in cruel hands had be en very tr ying, and tha t in fr et ting under

hardships, she had Òalways wanted to be fr ee.Ó Her language was

unmistakable on this poin t. Neither mistr ess nor ser vant w as

satisf ied wi th each other; the mistr ess was so ÒqueerÓ and Òhard to

please,Ó that Eliza be came heartil y sick o f tr ying to ple ase herÑan

angel would ha ve failed wi th such a w oman. So, while ma t ters w ere

get ting no be t ter , but, on the c ontr ary, were growing w orse and

worse, Eliza thoug ht she w ould seek a mor e pleasant atmospher e in

the N or th. I n fact she f elt tha t i t w ould af ford her no li t tle r elief to

allow her plac e to be oc cupie d by another . When she w ent in to close

quar ters o f concealment, she full y understood wha t w as meant and

all the liabili ties ther eto. She had pluck enoug h to endur e unto the

end wi thout murmuring. The mar tyrs in olden times who d welt in

Òdens and caves of the e arth,Ó could har dly have fared worse than

some of these w ay-w orn tr avelers.

After the r est, needed by one who had suf fered so severely until

her arriv al in Philadelphia, she w as forwarded to her anxiousl y

waiting husband in N ew Bedford, wher e she was gladly received.

From the fr equent arriv als from Vir ginia, especiall y in ste amers, i t

may be thoug ht tha t no v ery string ent laws or r egulations e xiste d

by which o ffenders, who mig ht aid the Under ground Rail Road,

could be severely punishe dÑtha t the sla ve-holders w ere lenien t,

indif ferent and unguar ded as to ho w this pr oper ty took wings and

escaped. In or der to enlig hten the r eader wi th r egard to this subje ct,

it seems necessary, in this c onnection, to publish a t le ast one of the

many statutes fr om the sla ve laws of the South be aring dir ectl y on

the aid and esc ape of slaves by vessels. The follo wing enac tmen t is

given as passed by the Leg islatur e of Vir ginia in 1856:
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The Protection of Slave
Property in Virgina

A BILL PROVIDING ADDITIONAL PROTECTION FOR THE

SLAVE PROPERTY OF CITIZENS OF THIS

COMM ONWEALTH.

(1.) Be it enac ted, by the Gener al Assembly, that i t shall not

be lawful f or any vessel, of any size or description, wha tever,

owned in whole, or in par t, by any ci tiz en or r esident o f

another S tate, and about to sail or ste am for any por t or

place in this S tate, for any por t or plac e nor th o f and beyond

the c apes of Vir ginia, to depar t fr om the w aters o f this

common wealth, un til said v essel has undergone the

inspection her einaf ter pr ovided for in this ac t, and r eceived

a certif icate to tha t ef fect. I f any such vessel shall depar t

fr om the State wi thout such c ertif icate o f inspe ction, the

captain or o wner ther eof, shall f orf eit and pa y the sum o f

f ive hundr ed dollars, to be r ecovered by any person who

will sue f or the same, in an y cour t o f r ecord in this S tate,

in the name o f the Go vernor o f the Common wealth. Pending

said sui t, the v essel of said captain or o wner shall not le ave

the State un til bond be g iven by the c aptain or o wner , or

other person f or him, pa yable to the Go vernor , wi th t wo

or thr ee sureties satisfac tor y to the c our t, in the penalt y of

one thousand dollars, f or the pa yment o f the f orf eit or f ine,

together wi th the c ost and expenses incurr ed in enf orcing

the same; and in defa ult o f such bond, the v essel shall be

held liable. Pr ovided tha t nothing c ontaine d in this se ction,

shall appl y to v essels belonging to the Uni ted States

Governmen t, or v essels, American or f oreign, bound dir ect

to an y foreign countr y other than the B ri tish Americ an

Provinc es.
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(2.) The pilots lic ensed under the la ws of Vir ginia, and

while a t tached to a v essel regular ly emplo yed as a pilot boa t,

are hereby consti tute d inspectors to e xecute this ac t, so

far as the same ma y be applic able to the Chesape ake Bay,

and the w aters tri butar y ther eto, wi thin the jurisdic tion o f

this State, tog ether wi th such other inspe ctors as may be

appoin ted by vir tue o f this ac t.

(3.) The branch or lic ense issued to a pilot ac cording to

the pr ovisions o f the 92d chapter o f Code, shall be suf f icien t

evidenc e that he is authoriz ed and empo wered to ac t as

inspector as af oresaid.

(4.) It shall be the dut y of the inspe ctor , or other person

authoriz ed to ac t under this la w, to examine and se arch

all vessels hereinbef ore descri bed, to see that no sla ve or

person held to ser vice or labor in this S tate, or person

charged wi th the c ommission o f any crime wi thin the S tate,

shall be concealed on boar d said vessel. Such inspe ction

shall be made wi thin t welve hours o f the time o f depar tur e

of such vessel from the w aters o f Vir ginia, and ma y be made

in any bay, river, creek, or other w ater -c ourse o f the State,

provided, however, that ste amers pl ying as r egular pack ets,

between por ts in V ir ginia and those nor th o f, and outside

of the c apes of Vir ginia, shall be inspe cted at the por t o f

depar tur e nearest Old Poin t Comf or t.

(5.) A vessel so inspected and get ting under w ay, wi th

inten t to le ave the w aters o f the State, if she r eturns to

an anchor age above Back River Poin t, or wi thin Old P oin t

Comfor t, shall be again inspe cted and char ged as if an

orig inal c ase. If such vessel be driv en back by str ess of

weather to se ek a harbor , she shall be exempt fr om payment

of a second f ee, unless she holds in ter course wi th the shor e.

(6.) If, after se arching the v essel, the inspe ctor se e no just

cause to de tain her , he shall give to the c aptain a c ertif icate

to tha t ef fect. I f, however, upon such inspe ction, or in an y

other manner , any slave or person held to ser vice or labor ,
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or any person char ged wi th an y crime, be f ound on boar d of

any vessel whatever, for the purpose af oresaid, or said vessel

be detected in the ac t o f leaving this c ommon wealth wi th

any such slave or person on boar d, or other wise viola ting the

provisions o f this ac t, he shall a t tach said v essel, and arrest

all persons on boar d, to be deliv ered up to the ser geant or

sherif f of the ne arest por t in this c ommon wealth, to be de alt

wi th according to la w.

(7.) If any inspector or other o ff icer be oppose d, or shall

have reason to suspect tha t he will be oppose d or obstruc ted

in the dischar ge of any dut y requir ed of him under this ac t,

he shall have power to summon and c ommand the f orce of

any county or c orpor ation to aid him in the dischar ge of

such dut y, and every person who shall r esist, obstruc t, or

refuse to aid an y inspector or other o ff icer in the dischar ge

of such dut y, shall be deemed guilt y of a misdeme anor, and,

upon c onviction ther eof, shall be f ined and imprisone d as in

other c ases of misdeme anor.

(8.) For every inspection o f a vessel under this la w, the

inspector , or other o ff icer shall be en ti tle d to demand and

receive the sum o f f ive dollars; f or the pa yment o f which

such vessel shall be liable, and the inspe ctor or other o ff icer

may seize and hold her un til the same is paid, tog ether wi th

all char ges incurr ed in taking c are of the v essel, as well as

in enf orcing the pa yment o f the same. Pr ovided, tha t ste am

packets tr ading r egular ly between the w aters o f Vir ginia

and por ts nor th o f and beyond the c apes of Vir ginia, shall

pay not mor e than f ive dollars f or each inspection under

the pr ovisions o f this ac t; pr ovided, however, that f or every

inspection o f a vessel engaged in the c oal tr ade, the

inspector shall not r eceive a greater sum than t wo dollars.

(9.) Any inspector or other person appr ehending a slave in

the ac t o f escaping fr om the sta te, on boar d a vessel tr ading

to or belong ing to a non-sla ve-holding sta te, or who shall

give inf orma tion tha t will le ad to the r ecovery of any slave,
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as aforesaid, shall be enti tle d to a r eward of One H undr ed

Dollars, to be paid b y the o wner o f such slave, or by the

fiduciar y having char ge of the esta te to which such sla ve

belongs; and if the v essel be forf eited under the pr ovisions

of this ac t, he shall be en ti tle d to one-half o f the pr oceeds

arising fr om the sale o f the v essel; and if the same amoun ts

to one hundr ed dollars, he shall not r eceive fr om the o wner

the above reward of one hundr ed dollars.

(10.) An inspector permi t ting a slave to escape for the w ant

of pr oper exertion, or b y neglect in the dischar ge of his dut y,

shall be f ined One Hundr ed Dollars; or if f or lik e causes he

permi t a vessel, which the la w r equir es him to inspe ct, to

leave the sta te wi thout inspe ction, he shall be f ined not less

than t wenty, nor mor e than f if ty dollars, to be r ecovered by

warr ant by any person who will pr oceed against him.

(11.) No pilot ac ting under the a uthori ty of the la ws of the

state, shall pilot out o f the jurisdic tion o f this sta te any such

vessel as is described in this ac t, which has not obtaine d

and exhi bi ted to him the c ertif icate o f inspe ction her eby

requir ed; and if an y pilot shall so o ffend, he shall f orf eit

and pay not less than t wenty, or mor e than f if ty dollars, to

be recovered in the mode pr escri bed in the ne xt pr eceding

section o f this ac t.

(12.) The cour ts of the se veral counties or c orpor ations

situated on the Chesape ake Bay, or i ts tri butaries, b y an

order en ter ed on r ecord, may appoin t one or mor e

inspectors, a t such plac e or plac es within their r espectiv e

distric ts as they may deem necessary, to pr event the esc ape

or f or the r ecaptur e of slaves at tempting to esc ape beyond

the limi ts of the sta te, and to se arch or other wise examine

all vessels trading to such c ounties or c orpor ations. The

expenses in such c ases to be pr ovided for b y a levy on

negroes now tax ed by law; but no inspe ction b y county or

corpor ation o ff icers thus appoin ted, shall superse de the
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inspection o f such vessels by pilots and other inspe ctors, as

speciall y pr ovided for in this ac t.

(13.) It shall be la wful f or the c ounty cour t o f any county,

upon the applic ation o f f ive or mor e slave-holders, r esidents

of the c ounties wher e the applic ation is made, b y an or der

of r ecord, to designa te one or mor e polic e stations in their

respectiv e counties, and a captain and thr ee or mor e other

persons as a polic e patr ol on e ach station, f or the r ecaptur e

of fug itiv e slaves; which pa tr ol shall be in ser vice at such

times, and such sta tions as the c our t shall dir ect by their

order af oresaid; and the said c our t shall allo w a reasonable

compensation, to be paid to the members o f such pa tr ol;

and for tha t purpose, the said c our t may fr om time to time

dir ect a levy on negr oes now tax ed by law, at such r ate

per c apita as the c our t may think suf f icien t, to be c ollected

and accounted for b y the sherif f as other c ounty levies, and

to be c alled, ÒThe fug itiv e slave tax.Ó The owner o f each

fug itiv e slave in the ac t o f escaping beyond the limi ts of the

common wealth, to a non-sla ve-holding sta te, and c aptur ed

by the pa tr ol aforesaid, shall pay for each slave over f if teen,

and under f or ty-f ive years old, a r eward of One H undr ed

dollars; f or each slave over f ive, and under f if teen years old,

the sum o f sixt y dollars; and f or all others, the sum o f for ty

dollars. W hich r eward shall be divide d equally among the

members o f the pa tr ol r etaking the sla ve and actuall y on

dut y at the time; and to se cur e the payment o f said r eward,

the said pa tr ol may retain possession and use o f the sla ve

until the r eward is paid or se cur ed to them.

(14.) The executiv e of this S tate may appoin t one or mor e

inspectors f or the Rappahannock and P otomac riv ers, if he

shall deem i t expedien t, f or the due e xecution o f this ac t.

The inspe ctors so appoin ted to perf orm the same duties,

and to be in vested wi th the same po wers in their r espectiv e

distric ts, and r eceive the same f ees, as pilots acting as

inspectors in other par ts of the State. A vessel subject to
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inspection under this la w, depar ting fr om any of the abo ve-

named counties or riv ers on her v oyage to sea, shall be

exempte d fr om the pa yment o f a fee for a second inspe ction

by another o ff icer, if pr ovided wi th a certif icate fr om the

proper inspe cting o ff icer of tha t distric t; but if, af ter

proceeding on her v oyage, she returns to the por t or plac e

of depar tur e, or enters an y other por t, riv er, or r oadstead in

the State, the said v essel shall be again inspe cted, and pay

a fee of f ive dollars, as if she had under gone no pr evious

examination and r eceived no pr evious certif icate.

If driv en by str ess of weather to se ek a harbor , and she

has no in ter course wi th the shor e, then, and in tha t case, no

second f ee shall be paid by said vessel.

(15.) For the be t ter e xecution o f the pr ovisions o f this

act, in r egard to the inspe ction, o f vessels, the executiv e is

hereby authoriz ed and dir ected to appoin t a chief inspe ctor ,

to r eside at N orf olk, whose dut y i t shall be, to dir ect and

superin tend the polic e, agents, or inspe ctors abo ve referr ed

to. H e shall keep a record of all vessels engaged in the

piloting business, tog ether wi th a list o f such persons as

may be emplo yed as pilots and inspe ctors under this la w.

The owner or o wners o f each boat shall mak e a monthl y

repor t to him, o f all vessels inspected by persons at tached

to said pilot boa ts, the names o f such vessels, the owner or

owners ther eof, and the plac es wher e owned or lic ensed,

and wher e tr ading to or fr om, and the business in which

they are engaged, tog ether wi th a list o f their cr ews. Any

inspector failing to mak e his r epor t to the chief inspe ctor ,

shall pay a fine of t wenty dollars f or each such failur e, which

fine shall be r ecovered by warr ant, bef ore a justice of the

county or c orpor ation. The chief inspe ctor ma y dir ect the

time and sta tion f or the cruise o f each pilot boa t, and

perf orm such other dut y as the Governor ma y designate,

not inc onsisten t wi th the other pr ovisions o f this ac t. He

shall make a quarter ly return to the e xecutiv e of all the
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tr ansactions o f his depar tmen t, r epor ting to him an y failur e

or r efusal on the par t o f inspe ctors to dischar ge the dut y

assigned to them, and the Go vernor , for suf f icien t cause,

may suspend or r emove from off ice any delinquen t

inspector . The chief inspe ctor shall r eceive as his

compensation, ten per c ent, on all the f ees and fines

received by the inspe ctors ac ting under his a uthori ty, and

may be removed at the ple asure of the e xecutiv e.

(16.) All fees and forf eitur es imposed by this ac t, and not

other wise speciall y pr ovided for, shall go one half to the

inf ormer , and the other be paid in to the tr easury of the

State, to c onsti tute a fund, to be c alled the Òfugitiv e slave

fund,Ó and to be used for the pa yment o f r ewards awarded

by the Go vernor , for the appr ehension o f runa way slaves,

and to pa y other e xpenses inciden t to the e xecution o f this

law, together wi th such other purposes as ma y her eafter be

determine d on by the Gener al Assembly.

(17.) This act shall be in f orce from i ts passage.
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Escaping in a Chest

$150 REWARD. Ran away fr om the subscri ber,

on Sunday nig ht, 27th inst., m y NEGRO GIRL, Lear Green,

about 18 years of age, black comple xion, r ound-f eatur ed,

good-looking and or dinar y size; she had on and wi th her

when she lef t, a tan-c olor ed silk bonne t, a dar k plaid silk

dress, a light mouslin delaine, also one w ater ed silk c ape

and one tan c olor ed cape. I have reason to be c onf iden t tha t

she was persuadedoff by a negro man name d Wm. Adams,

black, quick spok en, 5 feet 10 inches hig h, a large scar on one

side of his fac e, running do wn in a ridg e by the c orner o f

his mouth, about 4 inches long, barber b y tr ade, but w orks

mostl y about ta verns, opening o ysters, &c. H e has been

missing about a w eek; he had been heard to say he was going

to marr y the abo ve gir l and ship to N ew York, wher e it is said

his mother r esides. The above reward will be paid if said g ir l

is taken out o f the State o f Mar yland and deliv ered to me; or

f if ty dollars if tak en in the S tate of Mar yland.

JAMES NOBLE,

m26- 3t.

No. 153 Broadway, Baltimor e.

Lear Green, so par ticular ly advertised in the ÒBaltimor e SunÓ by

ÒJames Noble,Ó won for herself a str ong claim to a hig h place among

the her oic w omen o f the nine teenth c entur y. In r egard to

description and ag e the advertisemen t is toler ably accur ate,
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althoug h her master mig ht have added, tha t her c ountenanc e was

one of peculiar modest y and gr ace. Instead of being Òblack,Ó she was

of a Òdark-br own c olor .Ó Of her bondage she made the f ollo wing

statemen t: She was owned by ÒJames Noble, a But ter De alerÓ of

Baltimor e. He fell heir to Le ar by the will o f his wif eÕs mother , Mrs.

Rachel Howard, by whom she had pr eviousl y been owned. Lear was

but a mer e child when she c ame into the hands o f NobleÕs famil y.

She, therefore, remember ed but li t tle o f her old mistr ess. Her young

mistr ess, however, had made a lasting impr ession upon her mind;

for she w as very exacting and oppr essive in r egard to the tasks

she was daily in the habi t o f laying upon Le arÕs shoulders, wi th no

disposi tion wha tever to allo w her an y li ber ties. At le ast Lear was

never indulg ed in this r espect. In this si tuation a y oung man b y the

name of William Adams pr oposed marriag e to her . This offer she w as

incline d to ac cept, but dislik ed the ide a of being encumber ed wi th

the chains o f slavery and the duties o f a famil y at the same time.

After a full c onsulta tion wi th her mother and also her in tende d

upon the ma t ter , she decided tha t she must be fr ee in or der to f ill

the sta tion o f a wif e and mother . For a time dang ers and dif f iculties

in the w ay of escape seemed ut ter ly to set at def iance all hope

of success. Whilst e very pulse w as beating str ong for li ber ty, only

one chanc e seemed to be lef t, the trial o f which r equir ed as much

cour age as it w ould to endur e the cut ting o ff the rig ht arm or

plucking out the rig ht eye. An old chest o f substan tial mak e, such

as sailors commonl y use, was procur ed. A quilt, a pillo w, and a few

articles o f r aiment, wi th a small quan ti ty of food and a bot tle o f

water w ere put in i t, and Le ar placed ther ein; str ong r opes were

fastened around the chest and she w as safely stowed amongst the

ordinar y fr eight on one o f the Erricson line o f steamers. Her

intende dÕs mother , who w as a free woman, agreed to c ome as a

passenger on the same boa t. How could she r efuse? The prescri bed

rules o f the Compan y assigned color ed passengers to the de ck. In

this instanc e it w as exactl y wher e this guar dian and mother desir ed

to beÑas ne ar the chest as possi ble. Once or t wic e, during the silen t

watches o f the nig ht, she w as drawn irr esisti bly to the chest, and
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could not r efr ain fr om venturing to un tie the r ope and r aise the

lid a li t tle, to se e if the poor child still liv ed, and at the same time

to g ive her a br eath o f fr esh air. Without ut tering a whisper , that

frig htful momen t, this o ff ice was successfully perf orme d. That the

silent pr ayers of this oppr essed young w oman, tog ether wi th her

fai thful pr otectorÕs, were momen taril y ascending to the e ar of the

good God abo ve, ther e can be no question. N or is i t to be doubte d

for a momen t but tha t some ministering ang el aided the mother

to unfasten the r ope, and at the same time ner ved the he art o f

poor Le ar to endur e the tr ying or deal of her perilous si tuation. She

declared tha t she had no f ear.

After she had passe d eighteen hours in the chest, the ste amer

arriv ed at the wharf in P hiladelphia, and in due time the living

fr eight w as brought o ff the boa t, and at f irst w as delivered at a

house in Bar ley str eet, oc cupie d by par ticular friends o f the mother .

Subsequentl y chest and fr eight w ere removed to the r esidence of

the wri ter , in whose famil y she remained several days under the

protection and c are of the V igilanc e Commi t tee.

Such hung ering and thirsting f or li ber ty, as was evinc ed by Lear

Green, made the ef for ts of the most ar dent friends, who w ere in

the habi t o f aiding fug itiv es, seem feeble in the e xtr eme. Of all the

heroes in Canada, or out o f i t, who ha ve pur chased their li ber ty
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by downrig ht br avery, thr ough perils the most hazar dous, none

deserve mor e praise than Lear Green.

She remained for a time in this famil y, and was then f orwarded

to Elmir a. In this plac e she was marrie d to W illiam Adams, who has

been previousl y allude d to. The y never w ent to Canada, but took

up their permanen t abode in Elmir a. The brief spac e of about thr ee

years onl y was allot ted her in which to en joy fr eedom, as death c ame

and termina ted her c areer. About the time o f this sad oc curr ence,

her mother -in-la w die d in this ci ty. The impr essions made by both

mother and da ughter c an never be ef faced. The chest in which Le ar

escaped has been pr eserved by the wri ter as a r are tr ophy, and her

photogr aph tak en, while in the chest, is an e xcellent lik eness of her

and, at the same time, a f it ting memorial.

Escaping in a Chest | 463



Isaac Williams, Henry Banks,
and Kit Nickless

MONTHS IN A CAVE,ÑSHOT BY SLAVE-HUNTERS.

Rarely were thr ee tr avelers fr om the house o f bondag e received

at the P hiladelphia sta tion whose narr ativ es were mor e inter esting

than those o f the abo ve-name d individuals. Bef ore escaping the y

had encounter ed dif f iculties o f the most tr ying na tur e. No bet ter

material f or dr amatic ef fect could be f ound than mig ht have been

gather ed fr om the inciden ts of their liv es and tr avels. But all tha t

we can ventur e to in tr oduce here is the brief ac count r ecorded at

the time o f their sojourn a t the P hiladelphia sta tion when on their

way to Canada in 1854. The thr ee journe yed tog ether . They had been

slaves together in the same neig hbor hood. Tw o of them had shar ed

the same den and c ave in the w oods, and had be en shot, c aptur ed,

and conf ined in the same prison; had br oken out o f prison and again

escaped; consequentl y their he arts were thor oughly cemented in

the hope o f r eaching fr eedom tog ether .

Isaac was a stout-made y oung man, about t wenty-six y ears of age,

possessing a good degr ee of physical and men tal abili ty. Indeed his

intellig ence forbade his submission to the r equir ements of Slavery,

render ed him unhapp y and led him to se ek his fr eedom. He owed

services to D. Fitchhug h up to wi thin a shor t time bef ore he

escaped. Against Fitchhug h he made gr ave charges, said that he

was a Òhard, bad man.Ó It is but fair to add tha t I saac was similar ly

regarded by his master , so both w ere dissatisf ied wi th each other .

But the master had the ad vantage of Isaac, he could sell him. I saac,

however, could turn the table on his master , by running o ff. But

the master mo ved quickl y and sold I saac to Dr . James, a negro

tr ader. The tr ader designe d making a g ood speculation out o f his

investmen t: I saac determine d tha t he should be disappoin ted;

indeed tha t he should lose e very dollar tha t he paid f or him. So
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while the doc tor w as planning wher e and how he could g et the

best pric e for him, I saac was planning ho w and wher e he mig ht

safely get beyond his r each. The time f or planning and ac ting wi th

Isaac was, however, exceeding ly shor t. He was daily expecting to be

called upon to tak e his depar tur e for the South. I n this si tuation he

made kno wn his c ondi tion to a friend o f his who w as in a precisely

similar si tuation; had la tel y been sold just as I saac had to the same

tr ader James. So no argument w as needed to c onvinc e his friend and

fellow-ser vant tha t if the y meant to be fr ee they would ha ve to set

off imme diatel y.

That nig ht H enr y Banks and Isaac Williams star ted for the w oods

together , preferring to liv e among r eptiles and wild animals, r ather

than be an y long er at the disposal o f Dr . James. For t wo weeks

they successfully escaped their pursuers. The w oods, however, were

being hun ted in every dir ection, and one da y the pursuers c ame

upon them, shot them both, and c arrie d them to King Ge orgeÕs

Co. jail. The jail being an old building had w eak places in i t; but

the prisoners c onclude d to mak e no at tempt to br eak out while

suffering badl y fr om their w ounds. So the y remained one mon th in

conf inemen t. All the while their br ave spiri ts under suf fering gr ew

mor e and mor e daring. Again the y decided to strik e for fr eedom,

but wher e to go, save to the w oods, the y had not the slig htest

idea. Of course the y had heard, as most slaves had, of cave lif e, and

pret ty well understood all the me asures which had to be r esorted

to f or securi ty when en tering upon so hazar dous an under taking.

They conclude d, however, that the y could not mak e their c ondi tion

any worse, let cir cumstanc es be what the y mig ht in this r espect.

Having disc overed how the y could br eak jail, the y were not long in

accomplishing their purpose, and w ere out and o ff to the w oods

again. This time the y went far in to the f orest, and ther e they dug a

cave, and wi th gr eat pains had e very thing so c omple tel y arr anged

as to conceal the spot en tir ely. In this den the y stayed thr ee months.

Now and then the y would manag e to secur e a pig. A friend also

would oc casionally serve them wi th a me al. Their suf ferings at best

were fearful; but gr eat as the y were, the thoug ht o f r eturning to
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Slavery never oc curr ed to them, and the long er the y stayed in the

woods, the gr eater w as their de termina tion to be fr ee. In the belief

that their o wner had about g iven them up the y resolved to tak e the

Nor th Star f or a pilot, and tr y in this w ay to r each fr ee land.

Kit, an old friend in time o f need, having pr oved true to them in

their c ave, was consulte d. He full y appr eciated their her oism, and

determine d tha t he w ould join them in the under taking, as he w as

badly tr eated by his master , who w as called Gener al Washington, a

common farmer , hard drink er, and brutal f ighter , which Ki tÕs poor

back full y evinc ed by the mar ks it bor e. Of course I saac and Henr y

were only too willing to ha ve him accompany them.

In leaving their r espectiv e homes the y br oke kindr ed ties o f the

tender est natur e. Isaac had a wife, Eliza, and thr ee childr en, Isaac,

Estella, and Ellen, all o wned by Fitchhug h. Henr y was only nine teen,

single, but lef t parents, br others, and sisters, all o wned by dif ferent

slave-holders. Ki t had a wif e, Matilda, and thr ee childr en, Sarah Ann,

Jane Frances, and Ellen, slaves.
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Arrival of Five from the
Eastern Shore of Maryland

SEPTEMBER 28, 1856.

CYRUS MITCHELL, alias JOHN STEEL; JOSHUA

HANDY, alias HAMBLETON HAMBY; CHARLES

DULTON, alias WILLIAM RO BINSON; EPHRAIM

HUDSON, alias JOHN SPRY; FRANCIS MOLOCK, alias THOMAS

JACKSON; all in Ògood or derÓ and full of hope.

The follo wing le t ter fr om the f earless friend o f the sla ve, Thomas

Garret t, is a specimen o f his manner o f dispatching Under ground

Rail Road business. He used Uncle SamÕs mail, and his o wn name,

wi th as much fr eedom as thoug h he had been President o f the

Pennsylvania Centr al Rail Road, inste ad of onl y a conduc tor and

stock -holder on the Under ground Rail Road.

9 mo. 26th, 1856.

RESPECTED FRIEND:ÑWILLIAM STILL, I send on to th y

care this e vening b y Rail Road, 5 able-bodie d men, on their

way Nor th; r eceive them as the Good Samari tan o f old and

oblig e thy friend, TH OMAS GARRETT.

The Òable-bodie d menÓ duly arriv ed, and were thus r ecorded on

the Under ground Rail Road books as tr ophies o f the suc cess of the

friends o f humani ty.

Cyrus is t wenty-six y ears of age, stout, and unmistakabl y dark,

and was owned by James K. Lewis, a stor e-k eeper, and a Òhard

master .Ó He kept slaves for the e xpr ess purpose o f hiring them out,

and i t seemed to af ford him as much ple asure to r eceive the har d-

earned dollars o f his bondmen as if he had labor ed for them wi th

his own hands. ÒIt mat ter ed not, ho w mean a man mig ht be,Ó if

he would pa y the lar gest pric e, he was the man whom the stor e-

keeper pr eferr ed to hir e to. This al ways caused Cyrus to dislik e him.
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Lat ter ly he had been talking o f mo ving in to the S tate o f Vir ginia.

Cyrus dislik ed this talk e xceeding ly, but he Òsaid nothing to the

whi te peopleÓ touching the mat ter . However, he was not long in

deciding tha t such a mo ve would be o f no advantage to him; inde ed,

he had an ide a if all w as true tha t he had he ard about tha t plac e,

he would be still mor e miser able ther e, than he had e ver been

under his pr esent owner . At onc e, he decided tha t he w ould mo ve

towards Canada, and that he w ould be f ixed in his ne w home bef ore

his master g ot o ff to V ir ginia, unless he mo ved sooner than Cyrus

expected him to do. Those ne arest of kin, to whom he felt most

tender ly allied, and fr om whom he f elt tha t i t w ould be har d to par t,

were his father and mother . He, however, decided tha t he should

have to le ave them. Freedom, he f elt, w as even wor th the g iving up

of par ents.

Believing tha t company was desirable, he took oc casion to submi t

his plan to c ertain friends, who w ere at onc e pleased wi th the ide a of

a trip on the Under ground Rail Road, to Canada, etc; and all agr eed

to join him. A t f irst, the y tr aveled on f oot; o f their subse quent tr avel,

mention has alr eady been made in friend Garr et tÕs epistle.

Joshua is about t wenty-seven years of age, quite stout, br own

color , and would pass f or an in tellig ent farm hand. H e was satisf ied

never to w ear the y oke again that some one else mig ht r eap the

benef it o f his toil. H is master , Isaac Harris, he denounc ed as a

Òdrunkar d.Ó His chief e xcuse for escaping, w as because Harris had

ÒsoldÓ his Òonly br other .Ó He was obliged to le ave his father and

mother in the hands o f his master .

Charles is t wenty-t wo years of age, also stout, and w ell-made, and

apparentl y possessed all the qualif ications f or doing a g ood dayÕs

work on a farm. H e was held to ser vice by Mrs. Mar y Hur ley. Charles

gave no glowing ac count o f happiness and c omf or t under the rule o f

the f emale sex, indeed, he was positiv e in saying tha t he had Òbeen

used rough.Ó During the present year, he was sold for $1200.

Ephr aim is t wenty-t wo years of age, stout and a thle tic, one who

appears in every way f it ted for manual labor or an ything else tha t

he mig ht be privileg ed to le arn. John Campbell H enr y, was the name
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of the man whom he had be en taught to addr ess as master, and

for whose benef it he had be en compelle d to labor up to the da y

he Òtook out.Ó In considering wha t he had be en in Mar yland and

how he had be en tr eated all his lif e, he alleged tha t John Campbell

Henr y was a Òbad man.Ó Not onl y had Ephr aim been tr eated badly

by his master but he had be en hir ed out to a man no be t ter than

his master , if as good. Ephr aim lef t his mother and six br others and

sisters.

Francis is t wenty-one, an able-bodie d Òarticle,Ó of dar k color , and

was owned by James A. Waddell. All tha t he c ould say of his o wner ,

was, that he w as a Òhard master ,Ó from whom he w as very glad to

escape.
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Sundry Arrivals, About
August 1st, 1855

Arriv al 1st.Frances Hilliar d.

Arriv al 2d. Louisa Harding, alias Rebecca Hall.

Arriv al 3d. John Mackin tosh.

Arriv al 4th. Maria Jane Houston.

Arriv al 5th. Miles H oopes.

Arriv al 6th. Samuel Miles, alias Rober t King.

Arriv al 7th. James Henson, alias David Caldwell.

Arriv al 8th. Laura Lewis.

Arriv al 9th. Elizabeth Banks.

Arriv al 10th. Simon H ill.

Arriv al 11th.Anthon y and Alber t Brown.

Arriv al 12th. George Williams and Char les Holladay.

Arriv al 13th. William Go van.

While none in this c atalogue belong ed to the class whose daring

adventur es render ed their narr ativ es marvellous, nevertheless the y

represented a very large number o f those who w ere continuall y

on the aler t to g et rid o f their c aptivi ty. And in all their ef for ts in

this dir ection the y manif ested a marked willingness to enc ounter

perils ei ther b y land or w ater , by day or b y nig ht, to obtain their

God-g iven rig hts. Doubtless, e ven among these names, will be f ound

those who ha ve been supposed to be lost, and m ysteries will be

disclosed which ha ve puzzled scores of r elativ es longing and looking

many years in vain to asc ertain the wher eabouts o f this or tha t

companion, br other , sister , or friend. So, if impelle d by no other

consider ation than the hope o f consoling this class o f anxious

inquir ers, this is a suf f icien t justif ication f or not omi t ting them

entir ely, not wi thstanding the risk o f seeming to r ender these pag es

monotonous.
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Arriv al No. 1. First on this r ecord was a young mula t to w oman,

twenty-nine y ears of ageÑor ange color , who c ould r ead and wri te

very well, and w as unusually in tellig ent and wi thal qui te handsome.

She was known b y the name o f Frances Hilliar d, and escaped fr om

Richmond, V a., where she was owned by Beverly Blair . The owner

hir ed her out to a man b y the name o f Green, fr om whom he

received seventy dollars per annum. Gr een allowed her to hir e

herself f or the same amoun t, wi th the understanding tha t Frances

should f ind all her o wn clothes, boar d herself and f ind her o wn

house to liv e in. Her husband, who w as also a slave, had f led nearly

one year pr evious, leaving her wido wed, of course. Not wi thstanding

the abo ve mentione d condi tions, under which she had the privileg e

of living, F rances said that she Òhad been used well.Ó She had been

sold f our times in her lif e. In the f irst instanc e the failur e of her

master w as given as the r eason of her sale. Subsequentl y she was

pur chased and sold b y dif ferent tr aders, who designe d to spe culate

upon her as a Òfancy article.Ó They would dr ess her very elegantl y, in

order to sho w her o ff to the best ad vantage possible, but i t appears

that she had too much r egard for her husband and her honor , to

consent to f ill the posi tions which had be en basely assigned her b y

her owners.

Frances assisted her husband to esc ape fr om his

owner ÑTaitsÑand w as never conten ted un til she suc ceeded in

follo wing him to Canada. I n escaping, she lef t her mother , Sarah

Corbin, and her sister , Maria. On r eaching the V igilanc e Commi t tee

she learned all about her husband. She w as conveyed fr om

Richmond se creted on a steamer under the c are of one o f the

color ed hands on the boa t. From her e she was forwarded to Canada

at the e xpense of the Commi t tee. Arriving in T oronto, and not

f inding her hopes full y realized, wi th r egard to me eting her

husband, she wr ote back the f ollo wing le t ter:

TORONTO, CANADA, U.C., October 15th, 1855.

MY DEAR MR. STILL:ÑSir ÑI tak e the oppor tuni ty of

wri ting y ou a few lines to inf orm y ou of my health. I am
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very well at pr esent, and hope tha t when these f ew lines

reach you the y may f ind y ou enjoying the same blessing.

Give my love to Mrs. S till and all the childr en, and also to Mr .

Swan, and tell him tha t he must g ive you the mone y tha t he

has, and you will ple ase send it to me, as I ha ve received a

let ter fr om m y husband saying tha t I must c ome on to him

as soon as I get the mone y fr om him. I c annot g o to him

until I g et the mone y tha t Mr . Swan has in hand. Please tell

Mr . Caustle tha t the clothes he spok e of my mother did not

know anything about them. I lef t them wi th H inson Brown

and he pr omised to g ive them to Mr . Smi th. Tell him to ask

Mr . Smi th to g et them fr om Mr . Brown f or me, and when I

get set tle d I will send him w ord and he c an send them to

me. The let ters tha t w ere sent to me I r eceived them all. I

wish y ou would send me w ord if Mr . Smi th is on the boa t

yetÑif he is ple ase wri te me w ord in y our ne xt le t ter . Please

send me the mone y as soon as you possi bly can, for I am

very anxious to se e my husband. I send to y ou for I think y ou

will do wha t you can for me. N o mor e at pr esent, but r emain

Yours trul y,

FRANCES HILLIARD.

Send me word if Mr . Caustle had g iven Mr . Smi th the

money tha t he pr omised to g ive him.

For one who had to ste al the ar t o f r eading and wri ting, her le t ter

bears stud ying.

Arriv al No. 2. Louisa Harding, alias Rebecca Hall. Louisa w as a

mulat to g ir l, seventeen years of age. She repor ted herself fr om

Baltimor e, wher e she had been owned by lawyer Mag ill. I t mig ht be

said tha t she also possessed great personal a t tr actions as an Òarticle Ó

of much v alue in the e ye of a tr ader. All the ne ar kin whom she

named as having lef t behind, c onsiste d of a mother and a br other .

Arriv al No. 3. John Mackin tosh. JohnÕs histor y is shor t. He

represented himself as ha ving arriv ed fr om Darien, Georgia, wher e
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he had seen Òhard times.Ó Age, for ty-f our . This is all tha t w as

recorded of John, except the e xpenses met by the Commi t tee.

Arriv al No. 4. Maria Jane Houston. The li t tle State o f Delaware lost in

the person o f Maria, one o f her nic est-looking bond-maids. She had

just arriv ed at the ag e of t wenty-one, and f elt tha t she had alr eady

been suf f icien tl y wr onged. She was a tall, dark, young w oman, fr om

the neig hbor hood o f CantwellÕs Bridg e. Althoug h she had no

horri ble tales o f suf fering to r elate, the Commi t tee regarded her as

well wor th y of aid.

Arriv al No. 5. Miles Hooper . This subject came fr om Nor th Car olina;

he was owned by George Montigue, who liv ed at Federal Mills, w as

a decided opponen t to the no-pa y system, to f logging, and selling

likewise. In fact nothing tha t w as auxiliar y to Slavery was relished

by him. Conse quentl y he conclude d to le ave the plac e altogether .

At the time tha t Miles took this stand he w as twenty-thr ee years

of age, a dark-c omple xione d man, r ather under the me dium heig ht,

physically, but a full-gr own man men tall y. ÒMy owner w as a hard

man,Ó said Miles, in speaking o f his char acteristics. H is parents,

brothers, and sisters w ere living, a t le ast he had r eason to belie ve

so, althoug h the y were widel y scat ter ed.

Arriv al No. 6. Samuel Miles, alias Rober t King. Samuel w as a

representativ e of RevelÕs Neck, Somerset Co., Md. His master he

regarded as a Òvery fr actious man, har d to ple ase.Ó The cause of the

tr ouble or unple asantness, which r esulted in SamuelÕs Under ground

adventur e, was traceable to his masterÕs refusal to allo w him to visi t

his wif e. Not onl y was Samuel denied this privileg e, but he w as

equally denie d all privileg es. His master pr obably thoug ht tha t Sam

had no mind, nor an y need of a wif e. Whether this w as really so

or not, Sam w as shrewd enoug h to Òleave his old master wi th the

bag to hold,Ó which was sensible. Thir ty-one y ears of SamuelÕs lif e

were passed in Slavery, ere he escaped. The r emainder o f his days

he felt bound to ha ve the benef it o f himself. I n leaving home he had
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to par t wi th his wif e and one child, Sar ah and li t tle H enr y, who w ere

for tuna tel y fr ee.

On arriving in Canada Samuel wr ote back f or his wif e, &c., as

follo ws:

ST. CATHARINES, C.W., Aug. 20th, 1855.

To MR. WM. STILL, DEAR FRIEND:ÑIt g ives me pleasure

to inf orm y ou tha t I ha ve had the g ood f or tune to r each this

nor thern Canaan. I g ot her e yesterday and am in g ood health

and happy in the en joyment o f Freedom, but am v ery anxious

to have my wif e and child her e wi th me.

I wish y ou to wri te to her imme diatel y on r eceiving this

and let her kno w wher e I am you will r ecollect her name

Sarah Miles at Baltimor e on the c orner o f Hambur g and

Eutaw str eets. Please encour age her in making a star t and

give her the ne cessary dir ections ho w to c ome. She will

please to make the time as shor t as possible in g et ting

thr ough to Canada. Say to m y wif e that I wish her to wri te

imme diatel y to the friends tha t I told her to addr ess as

soon as she hears fr om me. I nform her tha t I no w stop in

St. Catharines ne ar the Niagar a Falls tha t I am not y et in

business but e xpect to g et in to business v ery soonÑ That I

am in the en joyment o f good health and hoping tha t this

communic ation ma y f ind m y affectiona te wif e the same.

That I ha ve been hig hly favored wi th friends thr oughout m y

journe y I wish m y wif e to wri te to me as soon as she c an and

let me kno w ho w soon I ma y expect to se e her on this side

of the Niagar a River. My wif e had bet ter c all on Dr . Perkins

and per haps he will le t her ha ve the mone y he had in char ge

for me but tha t I faile d of r eceiving when I lef t Baltimor e.

Please direct the le t ter f or m y wif e to Mr . George Lister , in

Hill str eet between Howard and Sharp. M y complimen ts to

all enquiring friends.

Very respectfull y yours,

SAMUEL MILES.
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P.S. Please send the thr ead along as a tok en and m y wif e

will understand tha t all is rig ht. S.M.

Arriv al No. 7. James Henson, alias David Caldwell. James fled fr om

Cecil Co., M d. He claimed tha t he w as enti tle d to his fr eedom

according to la w at the ag e of t wenty-eig ht, but had be en un justl y

depriv ed of i t. Having w aited in v ain for his fr ee papers for f our

years, he suspected tha t he w as to be dealt wi th in a manner similar

to man y others, who had be en wille d fr ee or who had boug ht their

time, and had be en shamefull y cheated out o f their fr eedom. So in

his judgmen t he f elt tha t his onl y hope lay in making his esc ape on

the Under ground Rail Road. He had no fai th wha tever in the man

who held him in bondag e, Jacob Johnson, but no other char ges of ill

tr eatmen t, &c., have been found against said J ohnson on the books,

save those allude d to abo ve.

James was thir ty-t wo years of age, stout and w ell pr opor tione d,

wi th mor e than average intellig ence and resolution. H e left a wif e

and child, both fr ee.

Arriv al No. 8. Laura Lewis. Laura arriv ed fr om Louisville, K entucky .

She had been owned by a wido w w oman name d Lewis, but as la tel y

as the pr evious Mar ch her mistr ess died, leaving her sla ves and

other pr oper ty to be divide d among her heirs. As this w ould

necessitate a sale of the sla ves, Laura determine d not to be on hand

when the selling da y came, so she took time b y the f orelock and

lef t. Her appearance indic ated tha t she had be en among the mor e

favored class of slaves. She was about t wenty-f ive years of age, quite

stout, o f mix ed blood, and in tellig ent, having tr aveled consider ably

wi th her mistr ess. She had been Nor th in this c apacity. She left her

mother , one brother , and one sister in Louisville.

Arriv al No. 9. Elizabeth Banks, fr om near Easton, Mar yland. Her

lot had be en tha t o f an or dinar y slave. Of her slave-lif e nothing o f

inter est was recorded. She had escaped fr om her o wner t wo and a

half years prior to c oming in to the hands o f the Commi t tee, and had

been living in P ennsylvania pr et ty secur ely as she had supposed, but
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she had been awakened to a sense of her dang er by well gr ounde d

repor ts tha t she w as pursued by her claiman t, and w ould be lik ely to

be captur ed if she tarrie d shor t o f Canada. With such fac ts staring

her in the fac e she was sent to the Commi t tee for c ounsel and

protection, and b y them she w as forwarded on in the usual w ay. She

was about t wenty-f ive years of age, of a dark, and spare struc tur e.

Arriv al No. 10. Simon H ill. This fug itiv e had escaped fr om Vir ginia.

The usual examination w as made, and needed help g iven him b y the

Commi t tee who f elt satisf ied tha t he w as a poor br other who had

been shamefull y wr onged, and tha t he richl y deserved sympath y.

He was aided and dir ected Canada-w ard. He was a very humble-

looking spe cimen o f the pe culiar insti tution, about t wenty-f ive

years of age, medium siz e, and of a dark hue.

Arriv al No. 11. Anthon y and Alber t Brown (br others ), Jones Anderson

and Isaiah.

This par ty escaped fr om TannerÕs Creek, Norf olk, Vir ginia, wher e

they had been owned by John and H enr y Holland, o ystermen. As

slaves they alleged tha t the y had been subjected to v ery brutal

tr eatmen t fr om their pr ofane and ill-na tur ed owners. N ot r elishing

this tr eatmen t, Alber t and An thon y came to the c onclusion tha t

they understood boa ting w ell enoug h to esc ape by water . They

according ly selected one o f their masterÕs small oyster -boa ts, which

was pret ty-w ell rigg ed wi th sails, and o ff the y star ted for a Nor thern

Shore. They pr oceeded on a par t o f their v oyage merely by guess

work, but lande d safely, however, about t wenty-f ive miles nor th

of Baltimor e, thoug h, by no me ans, on fr ee soil. They had no

knowledge of the dang er tha t the y were then in, but the y were

persevering, and still de termine d to mak e their w ay Nor th, and

thus, at last, suc cess at tende d their ef for ts. Their strugg les and

exertions ha ving been at tende d wi th mor e of the r omantic and

tr agical elements than had char acteriz ed the under takings o f any

of the other la te passengers, the Commi t tee felt incline d to mak e a

fuller notic e of them on the book, y et faile d to do them justic e in this

respect.
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The elder br other w as twenty-nine, the y ounger t wenty-seven.

Both w ere mentall y above the average run o f slaves. They lef t wiv es

in N orf olk, name d Alexenia and Ellen. W hile An thon y and Alber t, in

seeking their fr eedom, w ere forced to sever their c onnections wi th

their c ompanions, the y did not f orget them in Canada.

How gr eat w as their delig ht in fr eedom, and tender their r egard

for their wiv es, and the deep in ter est the y felt f or their br ethr en and

friends g enerally, may be seen fr om a perusal o f the f ollo wing le t ters

fr om them:

HAMELTON, March 7th 1856.

MR. WM. STILLÑSirÑI now tak e the oppor tuni ty of

wri ting y ou a few lins hoping to f ind y ourself and faml y

well as thes lines le ves me at pr esent, myself and br other ,

Anthon y & Alber t br ownÕs respects. We have spent qui te

agreeable win ter , we ware emploie d in the ne w hotel, name

Anglo americ an, wheare we win ter ed and don v ery well, we

also met wi th our too fr ends ho c ame fr om home wi th us,

Jonas anderson and I zeas, now w e are all safe in hamilton, I

wish to c ale you to y our e prommos, if c onvenien t to wri te

to N orf olk, Va, for me, and le t m y wif e mary Elen Brown,

no wher e I am, and m y br others wif e Elickzener Brown, as

we have never heard a word fr om them sinc e we left, tel

them tha t w e found our homes and si tuation in c anady much

bet ter than w e expected, tel them not to think har d of us, we

was boun to f lee fr om the r ath to c ome, tel them w e live in

the hopes o f meting them onc e mor e this side o f the gr ave,

tel them if w e never mor e see them, w e hope to me et them

in the king dom o f heaven in pe ce, tel them to r emember

my love to m y cher ch and br ethr en, tel them I f ind ther e

is the same pr ayer-he aring God he are as ther e is in old V a;

tel them to r emember our lo ve to all the enquiring fr ends, I

have wri t ten sevrel times but ha ve never r eseived no answ er,

I f ind a gr et men y of my old accuian tens fr om Va, heare we

are no ways lonesom, Mr . Still, I ha ve wri t ten to y ou onc e
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before, but r eseve no answer. Pleas let us he ar fr om you

by any means. Nothing mor e at pr esent, but r emane your e

fr ends,

ANTHONY & ALBERT BROWN.

HAMILTON June 26th, 1856,

MR. WM. STILL:Ñ kine Sir :ÑI am happ y to say to y ou tha t I

have jus reseved my let ter da ted 5 of the pr esent mon th, but

previeously had bin in f orm las nig ht by Mr . J.H. Hall, he had

jus reseved a let ter fr om you stating tha t m y wif e was with

you, oh m y I was so glad i t case me to shed tears.

Mr . Still, I c annot r eturn y ou the thanks f or the c are of my

wif e, for I am so Glad tha t I don Õt now wha t to sa y, you will

pleas start her f or c anaday. I am yet in hamilton, C. W., at the

ci ty hotel, m y br other and J oseph anderson is a t the ang le

americ an hotel, the y send ther e respects to y ou and famil y

my self also, and a gr eater par t to m y wif e. I came by the

way of syr acruse r emember me to Mrs. log ins, tel her to wri t

back to m y br others wif e if she is living and tel her to c om

on tel her to send J oseph Andersons lo ve to his mother .

i now send her 10 Dollers and w ould send mor e but being

out o f emplo yment some o f win ter i t pulls me back, y ou will

be so kine as to f orward her on to me, and if lif e las I will

satisf ie you at some time, bef ore long. Give my respects and

brothers to Mr . John Dennes, tel him Mr . Hills faml y is wel

and send ther e love to them, I no w bring m y let ter to a close,

And am your e most humble Ser vant,

ANTHONY BROWN.

P.S. I had given out the notion o f ever seeing m y wif e

again, so I have not be en at tending the o ff ice, but am trul y

sorr y I did not, y ou men tion in y ours o f Mr . Henr y lewey, he

has left this ci ty for Boston about 2 w eeks ago, we have not

herd fr om him y et.

A. BROWN.

Arriv al No. 12. George Williams and Char les Holladay. These two
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tr avelers w ere about the same ag e. They were not, ho wever, from

the same neig hbor hoodÑthe y happened to me et each other as the y

were tr aveling the r oad. George f led fr om St. Louis, Char les fr om

Baltimor e. George Òowed serviceÓ to Isaac Hill, a plan ter; he f ound

no special fault wi th his masterÕs tr eatmen t o f him; but wi th Mrs.

Hill, touching this poin t, he w as thor oughly dissatisf ied. She had

tr eated him Òcruell y,Ó and it w as for this r eason that he w as moved

to seek his fr eedom.

Charles, being a Baltimor ean, had not far to tr avel, but had pr et ty

sharp hun ters to elude.

His claiman t, F. Smi th, ho wever, had onl y a term o f years claim

upon him, which w as within about t wo years of being out. This

contr act f or the term o f years, Charles felt w as made wi thout

consulting him, ther efore he resolved to br eak it wi thout c onsulting

his master . He also decline d to ha ve anything to do wi th the

Baltimor e and Wilmington R.R. Co., c onsidering i t a pr escriptiv e

insti tution, not w or th y of his c onf idenc e. He star ted on a fast w alk,

keeping his e yes wide open, looking out f or slave-hun ters on his

rig ht and lef t. In this w ay, like many others, he r eached the

Commi t tee safely and w as freely aided, thenc efor th tr aveling in a

first class Under ground Rail Road car, till he r eached his journe yÕs

end.

Arriv al No. 13. William Go van. Availing himself o f a passage on the

schooner o f Captain B., W illiam lef t Petersbur g, wher e he had been

owned by ÒMark Davis, Esq., a retir ed gentleman,Ó rather , a retir ed

negro tr ader.

William w as about thir ty-thr ee years of age, and was of a brig ht

orange color . Nothing but an ar dent lo ve of li ber ty pr ompte d him

to escape. He was quite smar t, and a cle ver-looking man, w or th at

least $1,000 .
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Deep Furrows on the Back

THOMAS MADDEN.

Of all the passeng ers who had hi ther to arriv ed wi th bruise d and

mangled bodies r eceived at the hands o f slave-holders, none

brought a back so shamefull y lacerated by the lash as Thomas

Madden. N ot a sing le spot had be en exempte d fr om the e xcoria ting

cow-hide. A most blood y pic tur e did the br oad back and shoulders

of Thomas pr esent to the e ye as he bared his w ounds f or inspe ction.

While i t w as sad to think, tha t millions o f men, w omen, and childr en

thr oughout the South w ere liable to just such brutal outr ages as

Thomas had r eceived, i t w as a satisfac tion to think, tha t this outr age

had made a fr eeman of him.

He was only t wenty-t wo years of age, but tha t punishmen t

convinc ed him tha t he w as full y old enoug h to le ave such a master

as E. Ray, who had almost mur dered him. But f or this tr eatmen t,

Thomas mig ht have remained in some degr ee conten ted in Slavery.

He was expected to look af ter the f ir es in the house on S unday

mornings. I n a single instanc e desiring to be absen t, per haps for his

own ple asure, two boys offered to be his substi tute. The ser vices of

the bo ys were accepted, and this ga ve offence to the master . This

Thomas declared was the head and fr ont o f his o ffending. H is simple

narr ation o f the cir cumstanc es of his slave lif e was listened to b y the

Commi t tee wi th de ep in ter est and a painful sense o f the si tuation o f

slaves under the despotism o f such men as Ray.

After being c ared for b y the Commi t tee he was sent on to Canada.

When ther e he wr ote back to le t the Commi t tee know ho w he w as

faring, the narr ow escape he had on the w ay, and lik ewise to c onvey

the fac t, tha t one name d ÒRachel,Ó left behind, shar ed a large place

in his af fections. The subjoine d let ter is the onl y corr espondenc e of

his pr eserved:
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STANFORD, June 1st, 1855, Niagara districk.

DEAR SIR:ÑI set do wn to inf orm y ou tha t I tak e the li ber ty

to ri te f or a fr end to inf orm y ou tha t he is in joying good

health and hopes tha t this will f inde y ou the same he g ot

to this cun tr y very well except tha t in Al bany he was vary

neig taking back to his oald home but esc aped and when

he came to the suspen tion bridg he w as so glad tha t he

run f or fr eadums shor e and when he ariv ed i t w as the last

of October and must look f or sum w our k for the win ter he

choped wood un til F eruar y times ar e good but mone y is

scarce he thinks a gr eat deal of the g ir l he lef t behind him he

thinks tha t ther e is non lik e her her e non so hansom as his

Rachel rig ht and le t him he ar fr om you as soon as convaniant

no mor e at pr esant but r emain yours,

ALBERT METTER.
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"Pete Matthews," Alias
Samuel Sparrows

ÒI MIGHT AS WELL BE IN THE PENITENTIARY, &C.Ó

Up to the ag e of thir ty-f ive ÒPeteÓ had worn the y oke steadily,

if not pa tien tl y under W illiam S. Ma t thews, of Oak Hall, near

Temper anceville, in the S tate o f Vir ginia. Pete said tha t his Òmaster

was not a har d man,Ó but the man to whom he Òwas hired, George

Mat thews, was a very cruel man. Ó ÒI might as well be in the

peni ten tiar y as in his hands,Ó was his declaration.

One day, a short while bef ore Pete Òtook out,Ó an ox br oke into

the truck pa tch, and helpe d himself to choic e delic acies, to the

full e xten t o f his c apacious stomach, making sad ha voc wi th the

vegetables generally. PeterÕs at ten tion being dir ected to the o x, he

turne d him out, and ga ve him wha t he c onsider ed pr oper

chastisemen t, according to the mischief he had done. A t this li ber ty

taken by Pete, the master be came furious. ÒHe got his gun and

thr eatened to shoot him, Ó ÒOpen your mouth if y ou dar e, and I will

pat the whole load in to y ou,Ó said the enraged master . ÒHe took out a

large dir k-knif e, and at tempte d to stab me, but I k ept out o f his w ay,Ó

said Pete. Nevertheless the violenc e of the master did not aba te

until he had be aten Pete over the he ad and bod y till he w as weary,

inf lic ting se vere injuries. A gr eat chang e was at onc e wr ought in

PeteÕs mind. H e was now r eady to adopt an y plan tha t mig ht hold out

the le ast encour agement to esc ape. Having c apital to the amoun t

of four dollars onl y, he felt tha t he c ould not do much to wards

emplo ying a conduc tor , but he had a g ood pair o f legs, and a heart

stout enoug h to whip t wo or thr ee slave-c atchers, wi th the help o f a

pistol. H appening to kno w a man who had a pistol f or sale, he w ent

to him and told him tha t he wishe d to pur chase it. For one dollar

the pistol be came PeteÕs proper ty. He had but thr ee dollars lef t, but

he was determine d to mak e that amoun t answ er his purposes under

482 | "Pete Mat thews," Alias Samuel
Sparr ows



the cir cumstanc es. The last cruel be ating maddene d him almost

to desper ation, espe ciall y when he r emember ed how he had be en

compelle d to w ork hard nig ht and da y, under Ma t thews. Then, too,

Peter had a wif e, whom his master pr evented him fr om visi ting;

this w as not among the le ast offences with which P ete char ged his

master . Full y bent on le aving, the f ollo wing Sunday was fixed by him

on which to c ommenc e his journe y.

The time arriv ed and Pete bade far ewell to Slavery, resolved to

follo w the N or th Star , wi th his pistol in hand r eady for ac tion. Af ter

tr aveling about t wo hundr ed miles fr om home he une xpectedly had

an oppor tuni ty of using his pistol. T o his astonishmen t he suddenl y

came face to fac e wi th a f ormer master , whom he had not se en for a

long time. P ete desir ed no friendl y in ter course wi th him wha tever;

but he per ceived tha t his old master r ecogniz ed him and w as bent

upon stopping him. P ete held on to his pistol, but mo ved as fast

as his wearied limbs w ould allo w him, in an opposi te dir ection. As

he was running, P ete cautiousl y, cast his eye over his shoulder , to

see what had be come of his old master , when to his amaz ement,

he found tha t a r egular chase w as being made af ter him. N eed of

redoubling his pac e was quite ob vious. In this hour o f peril, P eteÕs

legs saved him.

After this signal leg-vic tor y, Pete had mor e conf idenc e in his

Òunderstandings, Ó than he had in his old pistol, althoug h he held on

to i t un til he r eached Philadelphia, wher e he lef t i t in the possession

of the Secretar y of the Commi t tee. Considering i t w or th saving

simpl y as a relic o f the Under ground Rail Road, it w as carefull y

laid aside. Pete w as now christene d Samuel Sparr ows. Mr . Sparr ows

had the rust o f Slavery washed off as clean as possible and the

Commi t tee furnishing him wi th cle an clothes, a tick et, and le t ters

of in tr oduc tion, star ted him on Canada-w ard, looking qui te

respectable. And doubtless he f elt even mor e so than he look ed; fr ee

air had a po werful ef fect on such passeng ers as Samuel Sparr ows.

The unple asantness which gr ew out o f the mischief done b y the

ox on George Mat thewsÕ farm took place the f irst o f October , 1855.
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Pete may be descri bed as a man of unmix ed blood, w ell-made, and

intellig ent.
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"Moses" Arrives with Six
Passengers

ÒNOT ALLOWED TO SEEK A MASTER;ÓÑÓVERY

DEVILISH;ÓÑFATHER ÒLEAVES TWO LITTLE SONS;ÓÑÓUSED

HARD;ÓÑÓFEARED FALLING INTO THE HANDS O F YOUNG HEIRS,Ó

ETC. JOHN CHASE, ALIAS DANIEL FLOYD; BENJAMIN ROSS, ALIAS

JAMES STEWART; HENRY ROSS, ALIAS LEVIN STEWART; PETER

JACKSON, ALIAS STAUNCH TILGHMAN; JANE KANE, ALIAS

CATHARINE KANE, AND ROBERT ROSS.

The coming o f these passengers was heralded by Thomas Garr et t

as follo ws:

THOMAS GARRETTÕS LETTER.

WILMIN GTON, 12 mo. 29th, 1854.

ESTEEMED FRIEND, J. MILLER MCKIM:Ñ We made

arr angements last nig ht, and sen t away Harrie t Tubman,

wi th six men and one w oman to Allen Agne wÕs, to be

forwarded across the countr y to the ci ty. Harrie t, and one o f

the men had w orn their shoes o ff their f eet, and I gave them

two dollars to help f it them out, and dir ected a carriag e to be

hir ed at m y expense, to tak e them out, but do not y et kno w

the expense. I no w have two mor e fr om the lo west county in

Mar yland, on the P eninsula, up wards of one hundr ed miles.

I will tr y to g et one o f our trust y color ed men to tak e them

to-morr ow morning to the An ti-sla very off ice. You can then

pass them on.

THOMAS GARRETT.
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HARRIET TUBMAN had been their ÒMoses,Ó but not in the sense

that Andr ew Johnson w as the ÒMoses of the c olor ed people.Ó She

had fai thfull y gone down in to Egypt, and had deliv ered these six

bondmen b y her o wn her oism. Harrie t w as a woman of no

pretensions, inde ed, a mor e ordinar y specimen o f humani ty could

hardly be found among the most unf or tuna te-looking farm hands

of the South. Y et, in poin t o f cour age, shrewdness and disin ter ested

exertions to r escue her f ellow-men, b y making personal visi ts to

Mar yland among the sla ves, she was without her e qual.

Her success was wonderful. Time and again she made suc cessful

visi ts to Mar yland on the Under ground Rail Road, and would be

absent f or w eeks, at a time, running dail y risks while making

preparations f or herself and passeng ers. Great f ears were

enter taine d for her saf ety, but she seemed wholl y devoid o f personal

fear. The idea of being c aptur ed by slave-hun ters or sla ve-holders,

seemed never to en ter her mind. She w as apparentl y pr oof against

all adversaries. W hile she thus manif ested such ut ter personal

indif ference, she was much mor e watchful wi th r egard to those she

was piloting. H alf of her time, she had the appe arance of one asleep,

and would ac tuall y sit do wn b y the r oad-side and g o fast asleep

when on her err ands of mer cy thr ough the South, y et, she w ould

not suf fer one o f her par ty to whimper onc e, about Ògiving out

and going back,Ó however w earied the y mig ht be fr om har d tr avel

day and nig ht. She had a very shor t and poin ted rule or la w of

her o wn, which implie d death to an y who talk ed of giving out and

going back. Thus, in an emer gency she would g ive all to understand

that Òtimes were very cri tic al and ther efore no foolishness w ould be

indulg ed in on the r oad.Ó That several who w ere rather w eak-kne ed

and fain t-he arted were greatl y invigorated by Harrie tÕs blun t and

posi tiv e manner and thr eat o f extr eme measures, ther e could be no

doubt.

After ha ving onc e enliste d, Òthey had to g o thr ough or die.Ó Of

course H arrie t w as supreme, and her f ollo wers generally had full

fai th in her , and would back up an y word she mig ht ut ter . So when

she said to them tha t Òa live runaway could do gr eat harm b y going
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back, but tha t a dead one could tell no se crets,Ó she was sure to have

obedienc e. Therefore, none had to die as tr aitors on the Òmiddle

passage.Ó It is ob vious enoug h, however, that her suc cess in going

into Mar yland as she did, w as at tri butable to her ad ventur ous spiri t

and ut ter disr egard of consequences. Her lik e it is pr obable w as

never kno wn bef ore or sinc e. On examining the six passeng ers who

came by this arriv al they were thus r ecorded:

December 29th, 1854Ñ John is t wenty years of age, chestnut c olor ,

of spare build and smar t. He f led fr om a farmer , by the name o f

John Campbell H enr y, who r esided at Cambridg e, Dorchester Co.,

Mar yland. On being in terr ogated relativ e to the char acter o f his

master , John gave no very amiable account o f him. H e testif ied tha t

he was a Òhard manÓ and that he Òowned about one hundr ed and

for ty slaves and sometimes he w ould sell,Ó etc. John w as one of the

slaves who w ere Òhired out.Ó He Òdesir ed to ha ve the privileg e of

hun ting his o wn master .Ó His desir e was not gr anted. Instead of

meekly submi t ting, John f elt wr onged, and made this his r eason

for running a way. This look ed pr et ty spiri ted on the par t o f one so

young as John. The Commi t teeÕs respect f or him w as not a li t tle

incr eased, when the y heard him e xpr ess himself.

Benjamin w as twenty-eig ht years of age, chestnut c olor , medium

size, and shrewd. He was the so-c alled pr oper ty of Eliza Ann

Brodins, who liv ed near Bucksto wn, in Mar yland. Ben did not

hesitate to sa y, in unqualif ied terms, tha t his mistr ess was Òvery

devilish.Ó He consider ed his char ges, proved by the fac t tha t thr ee

slaves (himself one o f them ) were requir ed to w ork hard and far e

meagerly, to suppor t his mistr essÕ family in idleness and luxur y.

The Commi t tee paid due at ten tion to his e x par te sta temen t, and

was obliged to c onclude tha t his ar gument, clothe d in c ommon and

homel y language, was forcible, if not eloquen t, and tha t he w as well

wor th y of aid. Benjamin lef t his par ents besides one sister , Mary Ann

Williamson, who w anted to c ome away on the Under ground Rail

Road.
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Henr y lef t his wif e, Harrie t Ann, to be kno wn in futur e by the name

of ÒSophia Brown.Ó He was a fellow-ser vant o f BenÕs, and one of the

suppor ts of Eliza A. Brodins.

Henr y was only t wenty-t wo, but had qui te an insig ht in to ma t ters

and things g oing on among sla ves and slave-holders g enerally, in

countr y lif e. He was the father o f t wo small childr en, whom he had

to le ave behind.

Peter w as owned by George Wenthr op, a farmer , living ne ar

Cambridg e, Md. In answer to the question, ho w he had be en used,

he said Òhard.Ó Not a ple asant thoug ht did he en ter tain r especting

his master , save that he w as no longer to demand the sw eat o f

PeterÕs brow. Peter lef t par ents, who w ere fr ee; he was born bef ore

they were emancipated, consequentl y, he was retaine d in bondag e.

Jane, aged t wenty-t wo, inste ad of r egret ting tha t she had

unadvisedly lef t a kind mistr ess and indulg ent master , who had

afforded her ne cessary comf or ts, aff irme d tha t her master , ÒRash

Jones, was the worst man in the c ountr y.Ó The Commit tee were

at f irst dispose d to doubt her sw eeping sta temen t, but when the y

heard par ticular ly how she had been tr eated, the y thoug ht

Catharine had g ood gr ound f or all tha t she said. Personal abuse and

hard usage, were the common lot o f poor sla ve gir ls.

Rober t w as thir ty-f ive years of age, of a chestnut c olor , and well

made. His repor t w as similar to tha t o f many others. H e had been

provided wi th plen ty of har d drudg eryÑhe wing o f wood and

drawing o f water , and had har dly been tr eated as well as a

gentleman w ould tr eat a dumb brute. H is feelings, ther efore, on

leaving his old master and home, w ere those o f an individual who

had been un justl y in prison f or a doz en years and had at last

regained his li ber ty.

The civiliza tion, r elig ion, and customs under which R ober t and

his companions had be en raised, were, he thoug ht, Òvery wick ed.Ó

Althoug h these tr avelers w ere all of the f ield-hand or der, they were,

nevertheless, very pr omising, and the y anticipa ted bet ter da ys in
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Canada. Good advice was proffered them on the subje ct o f

temper ance, industr y, education, e tc. Clothing, f ood and mone y

were also given them to me et their w ants, and the y were sent on

their w ay rejoicing.

"Moses" Arrives with Six Passengers | 489



Escape from "A Worthless
Sot"

JOHN ATKINSON.

John w as a prisoner o f hope under J ames Ray, of Por tsmouth, V a.,

whom he de clared to be Òa wor thless sot.Ó This character w as full y

set f or th, but the description is too disgusting f or r ecord. John w as

a dark mula t to, thir ty-one y ears of age, well-f orme d and in tellig ent.

For some y ears before escaping he had be en in the habi t o f hiring

his time f or $120 per annum. D aily toiling to suppor t his drunk en

and brutal master , was a hardship tha t John f elt k eenly, but w as

compelle d to submi t to up to the da y of his escape.

A part o f JohnÕs life he had suf fered many abuses from his

oppr essor, and onl y a shor t while bef ore fr eeing himself, the

auction-block w as held up bef ore his tr oubled mind. This c aused

him to tak e the f irst daring step to wards Canada,Ñto le ave his wif e,

Mar y, wi thout bidding her g ood-b ye, or saying a w ord to her as to

his in ten tion o f f leeing.

John c ame as a private passenger on one o f the Richmond

steamers, and w as indebte d to the ste ward of the boa t f or his

accommoda tions. H aving been received by the Commi t tee, he was

cared for and sen t on his journe y Canada-w ard. Ther e he was happy,

found emplo yment and w anted for nothing but his wif e and clothing

lef t in V ir ginia. On these t wo poin ts he wr ote several times wi th

consider able feeling.

Some slaves who hir ed their time in addi tion to the pa yment o f

their mon thl y hir e, purchased nic e clothes f or themsel ves, which

they usuall y valued hig hly, so much so, tha t af ter esc aping the y

would not be c onten ted un til the y had trie d every possible scheme

to secur e them. The y would wri te back c ontinuall y, either to their

friends in the N or th or South, hoping thus to pr ocur e them.

Not unfr equentl y the persons who r ender ed them assistanc e in
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the South, w ould be en truste d wi th all their ef fects, wi th the

understanding, tha t such v aluables would be f orwarded to a friend

or to the Commi t tee at the e arliest oppor tuni ty. The Commi t tee

str ongly pr oteste d against fug itiv es wri ting back to the South

(thr ough the mails ) on account o f the liabili ty of get ting par ties in to

danger, as all such let ters w ere liable to be in ter cepted in or der to

the disc overy of the names o f such as aided the Under ground Rail

Road. To render ne edless this wri ting to the South the Commi t tee

often submi t ted to be tax ed wi th demands to r escue clothing as w ell

as wives, etc., belong ing to such as had be en already aided.

The follo wing le t ters ar e fair samples o f a large number which

came to the Commi t tee touching the ma t ter o f clothing, e tc.:

ST. CATHARINES, Sept. 4th.

DEAR SIR:ÑI now embr ace this fa vorable oppor tuni ty of

wri ting y ou a few lines to inf orm y ou tha t I am qui te w ell and

arriv ed her e safe, and I hope tha t these f ew lines ma y f ind

you and y our famil y the same. I hope y ou will in ter cede for

my clothes and as soon as the y come ple ase to send them

to me, and if y ou have not time, g et Dr . Lundy to look out

for them, and when the y come be very careful in sending

them. I wish y ou would c opy off this le t ter and g ive it to the

Steward, and tell him to g ive it to H enr y Lewy and tell him

to g ive it to m y wif e. Brother sends his lo ve to y ou and all

the famil y and he is o verjoyed at seeing me arriv e safe, he

can hardly contain himself; also he w ants to se e his wif e very

much, and says when she c omes he hopes y ou will send her

on as soon as possible. Jerr y WilliamsÕ love, together wi th all

of us. I had a message for Mr . Lundy, but I f orgot i t when I

was ther e. No mor e at pr esent, but r emain your e ver gr ateful

and sincere friend,

JOHN ATKINSON.

ST. CATHARINES, C.W., Oct. 5th, 1854.

MR. WM. STILL:Ñ Dear Sir ÑI have learned of my friend,

Richmond Bohm, tha t m y clothes w ere in Philadelphia. W ill
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you have the kindness to se e Dr. Lundy and if he has m y

clothes in char ge, or kno ws about them, f or him to send

them on to me imme diatel y, as I am in gr eat ne ed of them. I

would lik e to have them put in a small bo x, and the o vercoat

I lef t at your house to be put in the bo x wi th them, to be

sent to the c are of my friend, H ir am Wilson. On r eceipt

of this le t ter , I desir e you to wri te a few lines to m y wif e,

Mar y Atkins, in the c are of my friend, H enr y Lowey, stating

that I am w ell and he arty and hoping tha t she is the same.

Please tell her to r emember m y love to her mother and her

cousin, Emelin, and her husband, and Thomas H unter; also

to m y father and mother . Please request her to wri te to me

imme diatel y, for her to be o f good cour age, that I lo ve her

bet ter than e ver. I would lik e her to c ome on as soon as she

can, but f or her to wri te and le t me kno w when she is g oing

to star t.

Affectiona tel y Yours,

JOHN ATKINS.

W.H. ATKINSON, Fugitiv e, Oct., 1854.
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William Butcher, Alias
William T. Mitchell

ÒHE WAS ABUSEFUL.Ó

This passenger r epor ted himself fr om MasseyÕs Cross-Roads, near

Georgetown, Mar yland. William ga ve as his reason for being f ound

desti tute, and under the ne cessity of asking aid, tha t a man b y the

name of William Bo yer, who f ollo wed farming, had depriv ed him o f

his har d earnings, and also claime d him as his pr oper ty; and wi thal

that he had abuse d him f or years, and r ecentl y had Òthreatened to

sellÓ him. This threat made his y oke too in toler able to be borne.

He here began to think and plan f or the futur e as he had never

done bef ore. For tuna tel y he was possessed wi th mor e than an

average amount o f mother wi t, and he soon c ompr ehended the

requir ements of the Under ground Rail Road. He saw exactl y tha t he

must ha ve resolution and self -dependenc e, very decided, in or der

to gain the vic tor y over Boyer. In his hour o f trial his wif e, Phillis,

and child, John Wesley, who w ere fr ee, caused him much anxie ty;

but his r eason taught him tha t i t w as his dut y to thr ow off the

yoke at all hazar ds, and he acted according ly. Of course he lef t

behind his wif e and child. The in ter view which the Commi t tee held

wi th W illiam w as quite satisfac tor y, and he was duly aided and

regular ly despatche d by the name o f William T . Mi tchell. H e was

about t wenty-eig ht years of age, of medium siz e, and of qui te a dar k

hue.
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White Enough to Pass

John Wesley Gibson r epresented himself to be not onl y the slave,

but also the son o f William Y . Day, of TaylorÕs Mount, Mar yland.

The fain test shade o f color ed blood w as hardly discerni ble in this

passenger. He relied wholl y on his fa therÕs whi te blood to se cur e him

fr eedom. H aving r esolved to ser ve no long er as a slave, he conclude d

to Òhold up his head and put on airs. Ó He reached Baltimor e safely

wi thout being disc overed or suspe cted of being on the

Under ground Rail Road, as far as he was aware of. Here he trie d

for the f irst time to pass f or whi te; the a t tempt pr oved a success

beyond his e xpectation. I ndeed he could but w onder ho w i t w as that

he had never bef ore hi t upon such an e xpedien t to rid himself o f

his unhapp y lot. Althoug h a man of onl y t wenty-eig ht years of age,

he was foreman of his masterÕs farm, but he w as not par ticular ly

favored in an y way on this ac count. H is master and fa ther

endeavored to hold the r eins very tig htl y upon him. N ot even

allowing him the privileg e of visi ting ar ound on neig hboring

plantations. Perhaps the master thoug ht the famil y lik eness was

rather too disc erni ble. John belie ved tha t on this ac count all

privileg es were denied him, and he r esolved to esc ape. His mother ,

Harrie t, and sister , Frances, were named as near kin whom he had

lef t behind. J ohn w as quite smar t, and look ed none the w orse for

having so much o f his masterÕs blood in his v eins. The master w as

alone to blame f or JohnÕs escape, as he passed on his ( the masterÕs)

color .
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Escaping with Master's
Carriages and Horses

HARRIET SHEPHARD, AND HER FIVE
CHILDREN, WITH FIVE OTHER
PASSENGERS.

One morning about the f irst o f November , in 1855, the sleepy,

slave-holding neig hbor hood o f Chester town, Mar yland, w as

doubtless de eply exci ted on le arning tha t eleven head of slaves, four

head of horses, and t wo carriag es were missing. I t is but r easonable

to suppose tha t the f irst r epor t must ha ve produced a shock,

scarcely less stunning than an e arthquak e. Aboli tionists, emissaries,

and inc endiaries w ere far ther belo w par than e ver. It may be

supposed tha t cursings and thr eatenings w ere breathed out b y a

deeply agitated communi ty for days in succession.

Harrie t Shephar d, the mother o f f ive childr en, for whom she f elt
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of course a motherÕs love, could not be ar the thoug ht o f having her

offspring c ompelle d to w ear the miser able yoke of Slavery, as she

had been compelle d to do. B y her o wn personal e xperienc e, Harrie t

could v ery well judg e what their fa te w ould be when r eaching man

and womanhood. She de clared tha t she had ne ver r eceived Òkind

tr eatmen t.Ó It w as not on this ac count, ho wever, that she w as

prompte d to esc ape. She was actuated by a mor e disin ter ested

motiv e than this. She w as chief ly induc ed to mak e the bold ef for t to

save her childr en fr om having to dr ag the chains o f Slavery as she

herself had done.

Anna Maria, Ed win, Eliza Jane, Mary Ann, and John H enr y were

the names o f the childr en for whom she w as willing to mak e any

sacrif ice. They were young; and unable to w alk, and she was

penniless, and unable to hir e a conveyance, even if she had kno wn

any one who w ould ha ve been willing to risk the la w in taking them

a nightÕs journe y. So there was no hope in these dir ections. H er rude

intelle ct being c onsider ed, she was enti tle d to a gr eat deal of cr edi t

for seizing the horses and c arriag es belonging to her master , as she

did i t f or the li beration o f her childr en.

Knowing others a t the same time, who w ere wanting to visi t

Canada, she consulte d wi th f ive of this class, males and f emales, and

they mutuall y decided to tr avel tog ether .

It is not lik ely tha t the y knew much about the r oads, nevertheless

they reached Wilmington, Dela ware, pret ty dir ect, and ventur ed

up in to the he art o f the to wn in c arriag es, looking as innoc ent as

if the y were going to me eting to he ar an old-fashione d Southern

sermonÑÓServants, obey your masters. Ó Of course, the distinguishe d

tr avelers w ere imme diatel y repor ted to the note d Thomas Garr et t,

who w as accustome d to tr ansact the af fairs o f the Under ground

Rail Road in a cool master ly way. But, on this oc casion, ther e was

but li t tle time f or deli beration, but much ne ed of haste to me et

the emer gency. He at onc e decided, tha t the y must imme diatel y be

separated fr om the horses and c arriag es, and got out o f Wilmington

as quickl y as possible. With the c our age and skill, so char acteristic

of Garr et t, the fug itiv es, under escor t, w ere soon on their w ay to
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Kennet t Square (a hot-be d of aboli tionists and stock -holders o f

the Under ground Rail Road), which plac e they reached safely. It

so happened, tha t the y reached Long W ood me eting-house in the

evening, at which plac e a fair cir cle had c onvened. Being in vited,

they stayed awhile in the me eting, then, af ter r emaining all nig ht

wi th one o f the K ennet t friends, the y were brought to Do wningto wn

early in the morning and thenc e, by daylight, wi thin a shor t distanc e

of Kimber ton, and f ound suc cor wi th friend Le wis, at the old

headquar ters o f the fug itiv es.

[A let ter ma y be found fr om Miss G.A. Lewis, on pag e thir ty-nine,

thr owing much lig ht on this arriv al]. After r eceiving friendl y aid

and advice while ther e, they were forwarded to the Commi t tee in

Philadelphia. H ere fur ther aid w as afforded them, and as dang er w as

qui te ob vious, the y were comple tel y divide d and disguise d, so that

the Commi t tee felt tha t the y mig ht safely be sent on to Canada in

one of the r egular tr ains consider ed most priv ate.

Considering the c ondi tion o f the sla ve mother and her childr en

and friends, all c oncerned rejoiced, tha t the y had had the c our age to

use their masterÕs horses and vehicles as the y did.
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Eight and a Half Months
Secreted

WASHINGTON SOMLOR, ALIAS JAMES
MOORE.

But f ew could tell o f having been eye-wi tnesses to outr ages more

revolting and disgr aceful than W ashington Somlor . He arriv ed per

steamer Pennsylvania (secreted), dir ectl y fr om Norf olk, Vir ginia, in

1855. He was thir ty-t wo years of ageÑa man o f medium siz e and

qui te in tellig ent. A mer chant by the name o f Smi th o wned

Washington.

Eight and a half mon ths bef ore escaping, Washington had be en

secreted in or der to shun both master and a uction-block. S mi th

believed in selling, f logging, cobbing, paddling, and all other kinds

of tor tur e, by which he c ould inf lic t punishmen t in or der to mak e

the slaves feel his po wer. He thus t yrannized over about t wenty-f ive

head.

Being natur ally passionate, when in a brutal mood, he made his

slaves suffer unmer cifull y. Said Washington, ÒOn one oc casion,

about t wo mon ths bef ore I was secreted, he had f ive of the sla ves

(some of them w omen) tied across a barrel, lashed wi th the c ow-

hide and then c obbedÑthis w as a common pr actic e.Ó

Such tr eatmen t w as so inhuman and so incr edible, tha t the

Commi t tee hesitated at f irst to g ive credence to the sta temen t, and

only yielde d when fac ts and evidenc es were given which se emed

incontesti ble.

The f irst ef for t to c ome away was made on the ste amship Ci ty

of Richmond. W ithin sixt y miles o f Philadelphia, in c onsequence of

the ic e obstruc tion in the riv er, the ste amer had to g o back. How

sad Washington f elt at thus ha ving his hopes br oken to pie ces may
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be imagined but c annot be descri bed. Great as was his danger,

when the ste amer r eturne d to N orf olk, he w as safely got ten o ff

the boa t and under the e ye of off icers walked away. Again he was

secreted in his old doleful quar ters, wher e he waited patien tl y for

the Spring. I t came. Again the oppor tuni ty for another trial w as

presented, and i t w as seized unhesi tating ly. This time, his trie d

fai th w as rewarded wi th suc cess. He came thr ough safely to the

Commi t teeÕs satisfac tion as w ell as his own. The r eci tal o f his

sufferings and e xperienc e had a very inspiring ef fect on those who

had the ple asure of seeing Wash. in Philadelphia.

Althoug h closel y secreted in N orf olk, he had, thr ough friends,

some li t tle c ommunic ation wi th the outside w or ld. Among other

items o f inf orma tion which c ame to his e ars, was a repor t tha t his

master w as being pr essed by his cr edi tors, and had all his sla ves

advertised for sale. An i tem still mor e sad also reached his ear,

to the ef fect tha t his wif e had been sold away to N or th Car olina,

and thus separ ated fr om her child, t wo years old. The child w as

given as a present to a nie ce of the master . While this is onl y a

meagre por tion o f his in ter esting stor y, it w as consider ed at the

time suf f icien t to iden tif y him should the oc casion ever r equir e

it. We conten t oursel ves, ther efore, simply wi th g iving wha t w as

recorded on the book. W ash. spent a shor t while in P hiladelphia in

order to r ecrui t, af ter which, he w ent on N or th, wher e color ed men

were free.
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Arthur Fowler, Alias
Benjamin Johnson

Arthur c ame fr om Spring H ill, Mar yland. Edward Fowler held Ar thur

in f et ters and usurpe d authori ty over him as his lor d and master .

Arthur sa w certain signs c onnected wi th his masterÕs famil y which

presaged to him tha t the da y was not far distan t, when somebod y

would ha ve to be sold to r aise money to pamper the appe ti tes of

some of the superior members o f the pa triar chal insti tution. Among

these pr ovocations w ere indulg ence in a gr eat deal of extr avagance,

and the gr owing up o f a number o f young masters and mistr esses.

Arthur w ould o ften look a t the heirs, and the v ery thoug ht o f their

coming in to possession, w ould mak e him tr emble. Nothing so

affected ArthurÕs mind so much in mo ving him to mak e a bold str oke

for fr eedom as these heirs.

Under his old master , the usage had been bad enoug h, but he

feared tha t i t w ould be a gr eat deal worse under the sons and

daughters. H e ther efore wisely conclude d to avoid the impending

danger by availing himself o f the Under ground Rail Road. After

comple ting such arr angements as he deemed necessary, he star ted,

making his w ay along pr et ty successfully, wi th the e xception o f

a severe encounter wi th Jack Frost, by which his f eet w ere badly

bi t ten. H e was not disc our aged, however, but w as joyful o ver his

victor y and hopeful in vie w of his pr ospects in Canada. Ar thur w as

about thir ty years of age, medium siz e, and of a dark color . The

Commi t tee afforded him ne eded assistance, and sent him o ff.
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Sundry Arrivals

About the 1st o f June, 1855, the follo wing arriv als were note d in the

record book:

EMORY ROBERTS,alias WILLIAM KEMP , Talbot Co.,

Mar yland; DANIEL PAYNE, Richmond, Vir ginia; HARRIET MAYO,

JOHN JUDAH, and RICHARD BRADLEY, Petersbur g and

Richmond; JAMES CRUMMILL, SAMUEL JONES, TOLBERT JONES,

and HENRY HOWARD, Haverf ord Co., Mar yland; LEWIS CHILDS,

Richmond, DANIEL BENNETT, alias HENRY WASHINGTON, and

wif e (MARTHA,) and two childr en (GEORGE and a nameless babe).

The r oad at this time, w as doing a fair business, in a quie t w ay.

Passengers were managing to c ome, wi thout ha ving to suf fer in an y

very violen t manner , as many had been called upon to do in making

similar ef for ts. The success at tending some o f these passengers was

partl y at tri butable to the in tellig ence of individuals, who, f or y ears,

had been planning and making pr eparations to ef fect the end in

view. Besides, the favorableness of the w eather tende d also to mak e

tr avel mor e pleasant than in c older seasons of the y ear.

While ma t ters w ere thus fa vorable, the long stories o f individual

suffering and o f pr actic es and customs among y oung and old

masters and mistr esses, were listene d to a t ten tiv ely, althoug h the

shor t summer nig hts har dly afforded suf f icien t oppor tuni ty for

wri ting out de tails.

Emor y arriv ed safely fr om Talbot c ounty. As a slave, he had served

Edward Lloyd. He gave his master the char acter o f tr eating his

slaves with gr eat severi ty. The ÒlashÓ was freely used Òon w omen

as well as men, old and y oung.Ó In this kind o f pr oper ty Lloyd had

invested to the e xten t o f Òabout f ive hundr ed head,Ó so Emory

thoug ht. Food and clothing f or this lar ge number w ere dealt out

very stin tedly, and dail y suf fering w as the common lot o f slaves

under Llo yd.

Emor y was induc ed to le ave, to avoid a terri ble f logging, which
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had been pr omised him f or the c oming M onday. He was a marrie d

man, but e xercised no gr eater c ontr ol over his wif e than o ver

himself. She w as hired on a neig hboring plan tation; the w ay did

not seem open f or her to ac company him, so he had to le ave her

behind. H is mother , brothers, and sisters had to be lef t also. The

ties o f kindr ed usuall y str ong in the br easts of slaves, were hard for

Emor y to br eak, but, b y a firm r esolution, tha t he w ould not sta y on

LloydÕs plantation to endur e the impending f logging, he w as nerved

to surmoun t every obstacle in the w ay of carr ying his in ten tion

into execution. H e came to the Commi t tee hungr y and in w ant o f

clothing, and w as aided in the usual w ay.

Daniel Payne. This tr aveler w as a man who mig ht be said to be full

of years, inf irm, and w ell-nig h used up under a V ir ginia task -master .

But wi thin the old man Õs breast a spark was burning f or fr eedom,

and he w as desirous of r eaching fr ee land, on which to la y his bod y

when lif eÕs toil ende d. So the Commi t tee sympathiz ed wi th him,

aided him and sen t him on to Canada. H e was owned by a man

named M.W. Morris, o f Richmond, whenc e he f led.

Harrie t Ma yo, John Judah, and Richar d Bradley were the ne xt who

brought joy and vic tor y wi th them.

Harrie t w as a tall, well-made, in tellig ent young w oman, t wenty-

two years of age. She spoke wi th f eelings o f much bi t terness against

her master , James Cuthber t, saying tha t he w as a Òvery hard man,Ó

at the same time, adding tha t his Òwife was still w orse.Ó Harrie t Òhad

been sold onc e.ÓShe admit ted however, having been tr eated kindl y

a part o f her lif e. In escaping, she had to le ave her Òpoor old motherÓ

wi th no hope o f ever seeing her again; lik ewise she r egret ted having

to le ave thr ee brothers, who kindl y aided her to esc ape. But ha ving

her he art ben t on fr eedom, she r esolved tha t nothing should de ter

her fr om put ting f or th ef for ts to g et out o f Slavery.

John w as a mulat to, o f genteel addr ess, well clothe d, and look ed

as if he had been Òwell f ed.Ó Miss Eliza Lamber t had the honor

of owning John, and w as gracious enoug h to allo w him to hir e

his time f or one hundr ed and ten dollars per annum. Af ter this

502 | The Under ground Railr oad



sum was punctuall y paid, John c ould do wha t he ple ased wi th an y

surplus e arnings. N ow, as he was fond o f nic e clothing, he w as

careful to e arn a balanc e suff icien t to gr atif y this lo ve. By similar

means, many slaves were seen in southern ci ties elegan tl y dr essed,

and, str angers and tr avelers fr om the N or th gave all the cr edi t to

Òindulgent masters,Ó not knowing the fac ts in the c ase.

John accused his mistr ess of being har d in mone y mat ters, not

caring ho w the ser vants far ed, so she got Òplenty of mone y out

of them.Ó For himself, ho wever, he admi t ted tha t he had ne ver

experienc ed as great abuses as many had. He was for tuna te in being

wedded to a fr ee wif e, who w as privy to all his plans and schemes

looking f or th to fr eedom, and full y acquiesced in the arr angement

of mat ters, pr omising to c ome on af ter he should r each Canada.

This pr omise w as carrie d out in due time, and the y were joyfull y re-

uni ted under the pr otection o f the Bri tish Lion.

Richard was about t wenty-seven. For y ears the hope o f fr eedom

had occupie d his thoug hts, and man y had been the long ing desir es

to see the w ay open b y which he c ould saf ely get rid o f oppr ession.

He was suff icien tl y in tellig ent to look a t Slavery in all i ts bearings,

and to smar t keenly under e ven or dinaril y mild tr eatmen t.

Ther efore, he was very happy in the r ealization o f his hopes. I n the

reci tal o f mat ters touching his sla ve lif e, he alluded to his master ,

Samuel Ball, as a Òvery hard man,Ó utter ly unwilling to allo w his

servants any chanc e whatever. For r easons which he c onsider ed

judicious, he k ept the ma t ter o f his c ontempla ted escape wholl y

priv ate, not e ven revealing i t to his wif e. Probably he felt tha t she

would not be willing to g ive him up, not e ven for fr eedom, as long

as she could not g o too. H er name w as Emily, and she belong ed

to W illiam Bolden. H ow she felt when she le arned of her husbandÕs

escape is for the imag ination to pic tur e. These thr ee inter esting

passengers were brought away snugly secreted in Captain BÕs.

schooner .
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JAMES CRUMMILL, SAMUAL and
TOLBERT JONES and HENRY
HOWARD.

This par ty uni ted to thr ow off the y oke in Haverf ord county, Md.

James, Samuel and Tolber t had be en owned by William H utchins.

They agreed in g iving H utchins the char acter o f being a notorious

Òfrolick er,Óand a Òvery hard master .Ó Under him, mat ters w ere

growing Òworse and w orse.Ó Before the old masterÕs death times

were much be t ter .

Henr y did not liv e under the same a uthori ty tha t his thr ee

companions w ere subjected to, but belong ed to Philip Garrison.

The continual thr eat to sell har assed Henr y so much, tha t he saw

no chanc e of peace or happiness in the futur e. So one day the

master laid the Òlast str aw on the c amelÕs back,Ó and not another day

would H enr y stay. Many times i t r equir ed a pret ty heavy pr essure to

star t o ff a number o f young men, but in this instanc e they seemed

unwilling to w ait to be w orn out under the y oke and violen t

tr eatmen t, or to be come encumber ed wi th wiv es and childr en

before leaving. All w ere single, wi th the e xception o f James, whose

wif e was free, and named Char lot te; she understood about his g oing

to Canada, and, of course, w as true to him.

These young men had o f course been reared under cir cumstanc es

altog ether unfa vorable to men tal de velopmen t. Nevertheless the y

had fervent aspir ations to strik e for fr eedom.

Lewis Giles belong ed, in the prison-house o f bondag e, in the ci ty

of Richmond, and o wed service to a Mr . Lewis H ill, who made i t a

business to k eep slaves expr essly to hir e out, just as a man k eeps

a livery stable. Lewis w as not satisf ied wi th this arr angement; he

could see no fair pla y in i t. In fact, he w as utter ly at varianc e wi th the

entir e system of Slavery, and, a long time bef ore he lef t, had plans

laid wi th a vie w of escaping. Thr ough one o f the Under ground Rail

Road Agents the g lad tidings w ere borne to him tha t a passage might
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be pr ocur ed on a schooner f or t wenty-f ive dollars. Le wis at onc e

availed himself o f this o ffer, and made his arr angements according ly.

He, however, made no men tion o f this c ontempla ted movement

to his wif e, Louisa; and, to her astonishmen t, he w as soon among

the missing. Le wis w as a fine-looking Òarticle,Ó six feet hig h, well

propor tione d, and of a dark chestnut c olor , wor th pr obably $1200,

in the Richmond mar ket. Touching his sla ve lif e, he said tha t he had

been tr eated Òpret ty well,Ó except tha t he Òhad been sold several

times.Ó Intelle ctuall y he was above the average run o f slaves. He

lef t on the t wenty-thir d of April, and arriv ed about the se cond

of June, having, in the me antime, enc ounter ed dif f iculties and

discour agements of various kinds. H is safe arriv al, ther efore, was

at tende d wi th unusual r ejoicing.

Daniel Benne t t and his wif e and childr en were the ne xt in or der. A

woman poor ly clad wi th a babe just one mon th old in her arms, and

a lit tle bo y at her side, who c ould sc arcely toddle, tog ether wi th a

husband who had ne ver dar ed under penalt y of the la ws to pr otect

her or her li t tle ones, pr esented a most painfull y touching pic tur e.

It w as easy enough to see, that the y had been crushe d. The husband

had been owned by Captain James Taylor Ñthe wif e and childr en by

George Carter .

The young mother ga ve Carter a v ery bad char acter , aff irming,

that i t w as a Òcommon pr actic e wi th him to f log the sla ves, strippe d

entir ely nakedÓÑthat she had herself be en so f logged, since she had

been a marrie d woman. How the husband w as treated, the r ecord

book is silen t. He was about thir ty-t woÑthe wif e about t wenty-

seven. Especial pains w ere taken to pr ovide aid and sympa th y to

this famil y in their desti tution, f leeing under such pe culiar ly tr ying

cir cumstanc es and fr om such loa thsome brutali ty. They were fr om

Aldie P.O., London Coun ty, Vir ginia, and passed thr ough the hands

of the Commi t tee about the 11th of June. What has been their fa te

since is not kno wn.
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Sundry Arrivals About
January 1st, 1855

VERENEA MERCER.

The steamship Pennsylvania, on one o f her r egular trips fr om

Richmond, br ought one passenger, of whom the Captain had no

knowledge; no permission had be en asked of any off icer of the boa t.

Nevertheless, Verenea Mercer managed, by the most e xtr aordinar y

str ategy, to secrete herself on the ste amer, and thus suc ceeded in

reaching Philadelphia. She w as follo wing her husband, who esc aped

about nine mon ths bef ore her.

Verenea was about f or ty-one y ears of age, of a dark chestnut

color , prepossessing in manners, in tellig ent and r efined. She

belonged to the sla ve popula tion o f Richmond, and w as owned by

Thomas W. Quales. According to her testimon y, she had not

received severe tr eatmen t during the eig ht and a half y ears tha t

she had been in his hands. Pr evious to his be coming the o wner

of Verenea, it mig ht have been other wise, althoug h nothing is

recorded in pr oof of this inf erence, except tha t she had the

misfor tune to lose her f irst husband b y a sale. Of course she w as left

a wido w, in which sta te she r emained nine y ears, at the e xpir ation

of which period, she marrie d a man by the name o f James Mercer,

whose narr ativ e may be found on p. 54.

How James got o ff, and wher e he went, Verenea knew qui te w ell;

consequentl y, in planning to r each him, she r esorted to the same

means by which he achie ved success. The Commi t tee render ed her

the usual aid, and sen t her on dir ect to her husband in Canada.

Without dif f icult y of any kind she r eached ther e safely, and found

James wi th arms wide open to embr ace her. Frequent tidings
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reached the Commi t tee, that the y were get ting along qui te w ell in

Toronto.

On the same da y (January 1st), PETER DERRICKSON and CHARLES

PURNELL arrived fr om Ber lin, W orcester c ounty, Maryland. Both

were able-bodie d young men, t wenty-f our and t wenty-six y ears of

age, just the kind tha t a tr ader, or an experienc ed slave-holder in the

farming business, would be most lik ely to sele ct f or doing full da ysÕ

work in the f ield, or f or bring ing hig h pric es in the mar ket.

Peter toile d and toile d, wi th t wenty others, on J ohn Derrickson Õs

farm. And althoug h Derrickson w as said to be a Òmild master ,Ó Peter

decidedly objected to w orking f or him f or nothing. H e thoug ht over

his si tuation a gr eat deal, and f inall y came to the c onclusion, tha t he

must g et fr om under the y oke, if possi ble, before entering another

New Year. His friend Char les he felt c ould be c onf ided in, ther efore

he made up his mind, tha t he w ould br oach the question o f Canada

and the Under ground Rail Road to him. Char les was equally ready

and willing to en ter in to an y pr actic al arr angements by which he

could g et rid o f his no-pa y task-master , and be landed safely in

Canada. After taking in to account the dang ers lik ely to a t tend such

a strugg le, the y conclude d tha t the y would risk all and tr y their luck,

as many had done bef ore them.

ÒWhat made y ou leave, Charles?Ó said a member of the

Commi t tee.

ÒI left because I wanted my time and mone y for m yself.Ó

No one could gainsa y such a plain c ommon-sense answ er as that.

The fact, tha t he had to le ave his par ents, thr ee brothers, and f ive

sisters, all in sla very, brought sad ref lections.

LLOYD HACKET, alias Perr y Watkins and WILLIAM HENR Y

JOHNSON, alias John Wesley.

No weather w as too cold f or tr avel, nor w ay too r ough, when the

slave was made to f eel by his heartless master , that he w as going to

sell him or star ve him to de ath.

Lloyd had toile d on un til he had r eached f if ty-f ive, before he came

to the c onclusion, tha t he c ould endur e the tr eatmen t o f his master ,
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John Grif f in, no long er, simpl y because Òhe was not good to f eed and

clothe,Ó and was a Ògreat f ighter .Ó Moreover, he would Ònever suf fer

his slaves to stop w ork on account o f bad w eather .Ó Not onl y was

his master cruel in these par ticulars, but he w as equally cruel wi th

regard to selling. Ge orgia was continuall y held up to the sla ves with

a view of pr oducing a wholesome f ear, but in this instanc e, as in

many similar ones, i t onl y awakened desir es to seek f light via the

Under ground Rail Road.

Lloyd, convinc ed by experienc e, that mat ters wi th him w ould be

no bet ter , but w orse and w orse, r esolved tha t he w ould star t wi th

the opening o f the N ew Year to se e if he c ould not f ind a bet ter

countr y than the one tha t he w as then in.

He consulte d William, who, althoug h a young man o f onl y t wenty-

four y ears of age, had the ha te of slavery exceeding ly str ong in

his heart, and w as at onc e willing to ac company LloydÑr eady to

face cold w eather and star t on a long w alk if fr eedom c ould be

thus pur chased, and his master , John H all, thus def eated. So Lloyd

took a her oic le ave of his wif e, Mary Ann, and their li t tle bo y, one

brother , one sister , and t wo nieces, and at onc e set out wi th W illiam,

like pilgrims and str angers seeking a bet ter c ountr yÑwher e they

would not ha ve to go ÒhungryÓ and be Òworked hard in all w eather ,Ó

thr eatened wi th the a uction-block, and brutall y f logged if the y

mer ely seemed unwilling to endur e a yoke too grie vous to be borne.

Both these tr avelers w ere mulat toes, and but f or the crushing

inf luenc es that the y had liv ed under w ould ha ve made smar t

menÑas i t w as they showed plainl y, that the y were men of shr ewd

sense.

Inadverten tl y at the time o f their arriv al, the names o f the State

and place whenc e they f led were not en ter ed on the book.

In tr aveling the y suffered severely fr om hung er and the long

distanc e they had to w alk, but ha ving suc ceeded vic toriousl y the y

were prepared to r ejoice all the mor e.

DAVID EDWARDS. John J. Slater , coachmaker of Petersbur g,

Vir ginia, if he is still living, and should se e these i tems, may solve
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what may have been for y ears a great m yster y to himÑnamel y, that

David, his man-ser vant, w as enjoying himself in P hiladelphia about

the f irst w eek in January, 1855, receiving fr ee accommoda tions and

obtaining le t ters o f in tr oduc tion to friends in Canada. F ur thermor e,

that David alleg ed tha t he w as induc ed to esc ape because he (the

coachmaker) was a very hard man, who took e very dollar o f his

earnings, fr om which he w ould dole out to him onl y one dollar a

week for boar d, etc., a sum less than D avid could manag e to get

along wi th.

David w as thir ty years of age, black, weighed one hundr ed and

for ty-f ive pounds, and w as wor th one thousand dollars. H e left his

wif e behind.

BEVERLY GOOD and GEORGE WALKER, alias Austin Valentine.

These passengers came fr om Petersbur g, per ste amship

Pennsylvania. Richard Perr y was lording i t over Beverly, who w as

a young man o f t wenty-f our y ears of age, dark, medium siz e, and

possessed of a quick in telle ctÑjust the man tha t an Under ground

Rail Road agent in the South c ould appr oach wi th assur ance wi th

questions such as theseÑÓWhat do y ou think o f Slavery?Ó ÒDid you

ever hear of the Under ground Rail Road?Ó ÒHow w ould y ou lik e to

be fr ee?Ó ÒWould y ou be willing to g o to Canada if y ou could g et o ff

safely,Ó etc., etc.

Such questions a t onc e kindle d in to a f lame the spar ks of fr eedom

lying dorman t in the he art. Althoug h ut ter ed in a whisper , they had

a wondr ous ring about them, and a wide-a wake bondman instan tl y

grasped their me aning. Beverly was of this class; he ne eded no

arguments to pr ove that he w as daily robbed of his rig htsÑtha t

Slavery was merciless and fr eedom the God-g iven rig ht o f all

mankind. Of him, ther efore, ther e was no fear tha t he w ould be tr ay

his trust or f linch too soon when cr amped up in his hiding-plac e on

the ste amer.

His comr ade, George, was likewise of the same me t tle, and w as

aided in the same w ay. George, however, had mor e age on his side,

being about for ty-thr ee. He was about six f eet hig h, wi th mar ked
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physical and men tal abili ties, but Sla very had had i ts heel upon his

neck. And who c ould then ha ve risen?

Eliza Jones held the de ed for George, and by her he w as hired

as foreman in a tobac co factor y, in which posi tion his duties w ere

oner ousÑespeciall y to one wi th a he avy, bleeding he art, thr obbing

daily for fr eedom, while, a t the same time, mournfull y br ooding

over past wr ongs. Of these wr ongs one inciden t must suf f ice. He

had been marrie d t wic e, and had been the fa ther o f six childr en by

his f irst wif e; at the c ommand o f his o wner the w edded relations

were abruptl y br oken, and he w as obliged to seek another wif e.

In entering this stor y on the book a t the time o f the arriv al, the

concluding w ords were wri t ten thus: ÒThis stor y is thrilling, but

time will not allo w i ts being penne d.Ó

Althoug h safely under the pr otection o f the B ri tish Lion, Ge orgeÕs

heart w as in Vir ginia, wher e his wif e was retaine d. As he could not

return f or her deliv erance, he was wise enough to r esort to the pen,

hoping in this w ay to ef fect his gr and object, as the f ollo wing le t ter

will sho w:

TORONTO, January 25th, 1855.

DEAR FRIEND STILL:ÑGeorge Walker, of Petersbur g, Va.,

is now in m y off ice, and requests me to wri te a let ter to

you, and r equest you to wri te to his wif e, after or ac cording

to the instruc tions he ga ve to his friend, J ohn Brown, in

your ci ty, wi th whom he sa ys you are acquain ted. You will

understand, o f course, his r eason for w anting the le t ter

wr ote and poste d at Philadelphia. Y ou will ple ase at tend to

it and addr ess a let ter to him (W alker) in my care. He and

Beverly Good, his c omr ade, tender much lo ve to y ou. Send

them on; w e are prepared for them. Y ours in gr eat haste, J.B.

SMITH.

P.S.ÑBe sure and follo w the dir ections g iven to Brown.

ADAM BROOKS, alias William Smi th. H ardtown, M ontgomer y

county, Maryland, lost a r ather pr omising Òarticle o f mer chandise,Ó

in the person o f Adam. The par ticulars o f his going ar e on this wise:
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John Phillips, his so-c alled master , believed in selling, and pr actic ed

according lv, to the e xten t at le ast of selling Adam Õs mother , brother ,

and sister onl y two years before his escape.

If Adam had kno wn nothing else against P hillips, this w as enough

in all c onscienc e to have awakened his deadly hate; but, adde d to

this, Phillips w as impruden t in his habi t o f thr eatening to Òsell,Ó etc.

This kept the old w ound in Adam Õs heart continuall y bleeding and

forced him to the c onclusion, tha t his master w as not onl y a hard

man, as a driver on the farm, but tha t at heart he w as actuall y a bad

man. Fur thermor e, that i t w as his dut y to br eak his fet ters and se ek

his fr eedom in Canada.

In thus looking a t his si tuation, his mind w as worked up to f ever

heat, and he r esolved tha t, le t the c onsequences be what the y mig ht,

go he must. I n this pr omising sta te o f mind he star ted, at an

appoin ted time, f or Pennsylvania, and, sure enough, he succeeded.

Having the appe arance of a desir able working-hand, a P ennsylvania

farmer pr evailed on him to stop f or a time. I t w as not long bef ore the

foll y of this halt w as plainl y discerni ble, as his master had e viden tl y

got wind o f his wher eabouts, and w as pret ty hot in pursui t. Word

reached Adam, however, barely in time f or him to mak e his escape

thr ough the aid o f friends.

In coming in to the hands o f the Commi t tee he needed no

persuading to g o to Canada; he w as occupie d wi th t wo in ter esting

problems, to g o back or to g o forward. But he set his fac e hopefull y

towards Canada, and had no thoug ht o f stopping shor t ther eof.

In statur e, he was small; color , black; countenanc e, pleasant, and

intelle ct, medium. As to his f itness for making a g ood ci tiz en in

Canada the Commi t tee had no doubt.

SARAH A. DUNAGAN. Having no one to c are for her , and, having

been thr eatened wi th the a uction-block, Sar ah muster ed pluck and

star ted out in se arch of a new home among str angers beyond the

bor ders of slave terri tor y. According to her stor y, she Òwas born

fr eeÓ in the State o f Delaware, but had be en Òbound outÓ to a man

by the name o f George Chur chman, living in W ilmington. H ere she
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averr ed, tha t she Òhad been f logged repeatedly,Ó and had been

other wise ill-tr eated, while no one in terf ered to tak e her par t.

Consequentl y she conclude d, tha t althoug h she was born fr ee, she

would not be lik ely to be benef ited ther eby unless she made her

escape on the Under ground Rail Road. This ide a of fr eedom

continue d to ag itate SarahÕs mind un til she de cided to le ave

for th wi th. She was a young mula t to w oman, sing le, and told her

stor y of har dships and o f the dr ead of being sold, in a manner

to elici t much sympa th y. She had a mother living in N ew Castle,

named Ann Eliza Kingslo w. It w as no uncommon thing f or fr ee-born

persons in sla ve States to lose their bir th-rig ht in a manner similar

to tha t by which Sar ah feared tha t she had lost hers.

ÒArriv ed JOSEPH HALL, JR., son of Joseph Hall, of Norf olk, Vir ginia.Ó

This is all tha t is r ecorded of this passeng er, yet i t is possi ble tha t

this i tem o f news may lead to the r ecogni tion o f Joseph, should he

still happen to be o f the lar ge multi tude o f fug itiv es scat ter ed over

the land amongst the living.

ISAAC D. DAVIS. In f leeing fr om bondag e, in Mar yland, Davis was

induc ed to stop, as man y others w ere, in Pennsylvania. Not

compr ehending the F ugitiv e Slave Law he fancie d tha t he w ould

be safe so long as he kept ma t ters priv ate concerning his orig in.

But in this par ticular he labor ed under a c omple te delusionÑ when

he least dr eamed of danger the sla ve-c atchers w ere scenting him

close. Of their appr oach, however, he was for tuna te enoug h to be

notif ied in time to plac e himself in the hands o f the Commi t tee,

who soon held out Canada to him, as the onl y sure refuge for him,

and all others similar ly situated. His fears of being c arrie d back

opened his eyes, and understanding, so tha t he c ould r eadily see

the f orce of this ar gument, and accepting the pr offered aid o f the

Commi t tee was sent on his way rejoicing. H e had been away fr om

his master eig hteen mon ths, and in the me anwhile had marrie d a

wif e in Pennsylvania. What became of them af ter this f light the book

contains no r ecord.
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JACOB MATTHIAS BOYER left at about the ag e of t wenty. He had no

idea of working in the c ondi tion o f a slave, but if he had not be en

thr eatened wi th the a uction-block, he mig ht have remained much

longer than he did. H e had been owned by Richard Carman, c ashier

of one o f the Annapolis banks, and who had r ecentl y died. Jacob

f led fr om Annapolis. V ery li t tle r ecord was made of ei ther master or

slave. Probably no inciden ts were related of suf f icien t impor tanc e,

still the Commi t tee felt ple ased to r eceive one so young. Indeed, i t

always afforded the Commi t tee especial satisfac tion to se e childr en,

young pe ople, and f emales escaping fr om the prison-house. J acob

was of a dark hue, a li t tle belo w medium sta tur e.

ZECHARIAH MEAD, alias John W illiams. This tr aveler had be en in

the house o f bondag e in Mar yland, doing ser vice for Char les C.

Owens, to whom he belong ed. According to Ze chariah Õs statemen t,

his mistr ess had been very unf or tuna te wi th her sla ve proper ty,

having lost f if teen head out o f t wenty in a similar manner to tha t by

which she lost Ze chariah. Thus she had be en consider ably reduced

in cir cumstanc es. But Zechariah had no c ompassion on her

whatever, but insiste d tha t she w as a hard mistr ess. Doubtless

Zechariah w as prompte d to f lee by the ÒbadÓ example o f others who

had succeeded in making g ood their esc ape, before he had made up

his mind to le ave. He was not yet qui te t wenty-one, but w as wide-

awake, and it appeared fr om his c onversation, tha t he had done

some close thinking bef ore he star ted for fr eedom. He left his fa ther ,

mother , and thr ee brothers, all sla ves except his fa ther .
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Slave-Holder in Maryland
with Three Colored Wives

JAMES GRIFFIN ALIAS THOMAS BROWN.

James was a tiller o f the soil under the y oke of Joshua Hitch, who

lived on a farm about se venteen miles fr om Baltimor e. James spoke

rather fa vorably of him; inde ed, i t w as thr ough a dir ect act o f

kindness on the par t o f his master tha t he pr ocur ed the oppor tuni ty

to mak e good his esc ape. It appeared fr om his stor y, that his

masterÕs affairs had be come par ticular ly embarr assed, and the

Sherif f was making fr equent visi ts to his house. This sign w as

interpr eted to me an that James, if not others, w ould ha ve to be sold

before long. The master w as much puz zled to de cide which w ay

to turn. H e owned but thr ee other adult sla ves besides James, and

they were females. One of them w as his chief housek eeper, and wi th

them all his social r elations w ere of such a natur e as to lead James

and others to think and sa y tha t the y Òwere all his wiv es.Ó Or to use

JamesÕs own languag e, Òhe had three slave women; t wo were sisters,

and he liv ed wi th them all as his wiv es; two of them he w as very

fond o f,Ó and desired to k eep them fr om being sold if possi ble. The

thir d, he conclude d he could not sa ve, she would ha ve to be sold.

In this dilemma, he w as good enoug h to allo w James a few daysÕ

holida y, for the purpose o f f inding him a g ood master . Expressing his

satisfac tion and gr atif ication, James, armed wi th full a uthori ty fr om

his master to sele ct a choic e specimen, star ted for Baltimor e.

On r eaching Baltimor e, however, James carefull y steered clear of

all slave-holders, and shr ewdly turne d his at ten tion to the ma t ter o f

get ting an Under ground Rail Road tick et f or Canada. After making as

much inquir y as he felt w as safe, he came to the c onclusion to w alk

of nig hts for a long distanc e. He examine d his f eet and legs, f ound
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that the y were in good or der, and his fai th and hope str ong enoug h

to r emove a mountain. Besides several days still r emained in which

he was permi t ted to look f or a new master , and these he de cided

could be pr ofitabl y spent in making his w ay to wards Canada. So off

he star ted, at no doubt a v ery dilig ent pace, for at the end o f the f irst

nightÕs journe y, he had made much he adway, but at the e xpense of

his feet.

His fai th w as stronger than e ver. So he rested next day in the

woods, concealed, of course, and the ne xt evening star ted wi th

fr esh cour age and renewed perseverance. Finall y, he reached

Columbia, Pennsylvania, and ther e he had the happiness to le arn,

that the moun tain which a t f irst had trie d his fai th so severely,

was removed, and friendl y hands w ere reached out and a mor e

speedy and comf or table mode o f tr avel advised. He was directed to

the Vigilanc e Commi t tee in Philadelphia, fr om whom he r eceived

friendl y aid, and all ne cessary inf orma tion r especting Canada and

how to g et ther e.

James was thir ty-one y ears of age, rather a f ine-looking man, o f

a chestnut c olor , and qui te in tellig ent. He had been a marrie d man,

but f or t wo years before his escape, he had been a wido werÑtha t

is, his wif e had been sold away fr om him to N or th Car olina, and in

that space of time he had r eceived onl y thr ee let ters fr om her; he

had given up all hope o f ever seeing her again. H e had t wo li t tle bo ys

living in Baltimor e, whom he w as obliged to le ave. Their names w ere

Edward and William. W hat became of them af ter wards was never

known at the P hiladelphia sta tion.

JamesÕs master w as a man of about f if ty years of ageÑwho had

never been lawfull y marrie d, yet had a number o f childr en on his

place who w ere of gr eat concern to him in the midst o f other

pressing embarr assments. Of c ourse, the Commi t tee never learned

how mat ters w ere set tle d after James left, but, in all pr obabili ty, his

wives, Nancy and Mar y (sisters ), and Lizzie, wi th all the childr en, had

to be sold.
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Captain F. Arrives with Nine
Passengers

NAMES OF PASSENGERS.

PETER HEINES, Eaton town, Nor th Car olina; MATTHEW BODAMS,

Plymouth, N or th Car olina; JAMES MORRIS, South End, Nor th

Carolina; CHARLES THOMPSON, CHARITY THOMPSON,

NATHANIEL BOWSER, and THOMAS COOPER, Por tsmouth,

Vir ginia; GEORGE ANDERSON, Elkton, Mar yland.

Their arriv al was announced by Thomas Garr et t as follo ws:

WILMIN GTON, 7th mo., 19th, 1856.

RESPECTED FRIEND, WILLIAM STILL:Ñ I now have the

pleasure of consigning to th y care four able-bodie d human

beings fr om Nor th Car olina, and f ive fr om Vir ginia, one o f

which is a g ir l t welve or thir teen years of age, the r est all

men. After the e has seen and conversed wi th them, the e

can determine wha t is best to be done wi th them. I am

assured the y are such as can take good care of themsel ves.

Elijah Pennypacker, some time sinc e, informe d me he c ould

f ind emplo yment in his neig hbor hood f or t wo or thr ee good

hands. I should think tha t those fr om Carolina w ould be

about as safe in tha t neig hbor hood as any place this side o f

Canada. Wishing our friends a saf e trip, I r emain th y sincere

friend,

THOS. GARRETT.

After c onferring wi th H arr y Craige, we have conclude d to

send f ive or six o f them tonig ht in the c ars, and the balanc e,

if those g o safe, to-morr ow nig ht, or in the ste am-boa t on

Second day morning, dir ected to the An ti-Sla very off ice.
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Ther e was much r ejoicing o ver these sele ct passengers, and very

much in ter esting inf orma tion w as elici ted fr om them.

Peter w as only t wenty-one y ears of age, composed of equal par ts

of Anglo-Saxon and Ang lo-Afric an bloodÑr ather a model-looking

Òarticle,Ó with a fair shar e of in tellig ence. As a slave, he had far ed

pret ty wellÑhe had nei ther be en abused nor stin ted of food or

clothing, as man y others had be en. His duties had be en to a t tend

upon his master ( and r epute d father ), Elias Heines, Esq., a lawyer by

profession in N or th Car olina.

No char ges whatever appear to ha ve been made against Mr .

Heines, according to the r ecord book; but P eter seemed f ille d wi th

great delig ht at the pr ospects ahead, as well as wi th the suc cess that

had at tende d his ef for ts thus far in striking f or fr eedom.

James was twenty-seven years of age. His experienc e had been

qui te dif ferent fr om tha t o f PeterÕs. The heel of a woman, by the

name of Mrs. Ann M cCour t, had been on JamesÕs neck, and she had

caused him to suf fer severely. As James recounted his grie vances,

while under the rule, he b y no me ans gave her a very f lat tering

character , but, on the c ontr ary, he plainl y stated, tha t she w as a

Òdesperate w omanÓÑthat he had Ònever kno wn any good of her ,Ó and

that he w as moved to esc ape to get rid o f her . In other w ords she

had thr eatened to sell him; this w ell nig h pr oduced fr enzy in JamesÕs

mind, f or too w ell did he r emember , that he had alr eady been sold

thr ee times, and in dif ferent stages of his bondag e had been tr eated

qui te cruell y. In the chang e of masters he w as positiv e in saying, tha t

he had not f ound a good one, and, besides, he en ter taine d the belief

that such personag es were very rare.

Those of the Commi t tee who listene d to James were not a li t tle

amazed at his f luenc y, intellig ence and earnestness, and

acknowledged tha t he de alt unusuall y telling blo ws against the

Patriar chal Insti tution.

Mat thew w as twenty-thr ee years of age, very stoutÑno f oolÑa

man of decided resolution, and o f the v ery best black c omple xion

produc ed in the South. Ma t thew had a very serious bill o f

complain ts against Samuel Simmons, who pr ofessed to o wn him
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(Mat thew), both bod y and mind, while in this w or ld at le ast. Among

these complain ts w as the char ge of ill-tr eatmen t. Nevertheless

Mat thewÕs joy and ple asure were matchless o ver his Under ground

Rail Road triumph, and the pr ospect o f being so soon out o f the

land and r each of Slavery, and in a land wher e he could en joy his

fr eedom as others en joyed theirs. I ndeed the en tir e band evinc ed

similar f eelings. Mat thew lef t a br other in Mar tin c ounty.

Fur ther sk etches o f this in ter esting c ompany were not en ter ed

on the book a t the time, per haps on account o f the gr eat pr ess of

Under ground Rail Road business which engag ed the a t ten tion o f

the ac ting Commi t tee. However, they were all dul y cared for, and

counselle d to g o to Canada, wher e their rig hts would be pr otected

by a str ong and po werful g overnmen t, and the y could en joy all the

rig hts of ci tiz enship in c ommon wi th Òall the w or ld and the r est of

mankind.Ó And especiall y were they advised to g et education; to ac t

as men, and r emember those still in bonds as bound wi th them, and

that the y must not f orget to wri te back, af ter their arriv al in Canada,

to inf orm their friends in P hiladelphia o f their pr ospects, and wha t

they thoug ht o f the Ògoodl y land.Ó Thus, with the usual Under ground

Rail Road passpor ts, the y were again star ted Canada-w ard. Without

dif f icult y of any kind the y dul y reached Canada, and a por tion o f

them wr ote back as follo ws:

ÒTORONTO, C.W., Aug. 17th, 1856.

MR, STILL:ÑDear Sir ÑThese few lines ma y f ind y ou as

they leave us, we are well at pr esent and arriv ed safe in

Toronto. Giv e our r espects to Mrs. S.ÑÑ and da ughter .

Toronto is a very extensiv e place. We have plenty of por k,

beef and mut ton. Ther e are five market houses and man y

chur ches. Female wages is 62-1/2 c ents per da y, menÕs

wages is $1 and york shilling. W e are now boar ding at Mr .

George Blun tÕs, on Centr e str eet, t wo doors fr om Elm, back

of LawyerÕs Hall, and when y ou wri te to us, dir ect your le t ter

to the c are of Mr . George Blun t, &c. (Signed), James Monr oe,

Peter H eines, Henr y James Morris, and Ma t thew Bodame.Ó
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This in tellig ence was very gratif ying, and most assur edly added to

the ple asurable contempla tion o f having the privileg e of holding out

a helping hand to the f leeing bondman. F rom James Morris, one o f

this c ompany, however, let ters o f a painful na tur e were received,

touching his wif e in bonds, set ting f or th her ÒawfulÓ situation and

appealing to the Commi t tee to use their best ende avors to r escue

her, wi th her child, fr om Slavery. One of these le t ters, so full o f

touching sen timen ts of affection and appe al on behalf o f his wif e, is

as follo ws:

TORONTO, Canada West, upper , 18th day of the 9th mo.,

1856.

MR. WILLIAM STILL:Ñ Dear Sir ÑI hope these lines ma y

find y ou and y our famil y as they leave me give my respects

to li t tle Car oline and her mother .

Dear Sir , I have received t wo let ters fr om m y wif e since

I saw you, and the se cond w as awful. I am sorr y to say she

says she has been tr eated awful sinc e I lef t, and she told the

lady she thoug ht she w as left fr ee and she told her she w as

as much slave as ever she w as that the sta te w as not to be

set tle d un til her de ath and i t w ould be a mer acle if she and

her child g ot i t then and tha t her master lef t a gr eat man y

relations and she diden no wha t the y would do. Mr . Still de ar

sir I am v ery sorr y to he ar my wif e and child ar e slaves if you

please dear sir inf orm me wha t to do f or m y dear wif e and

child. She said she has been thr eatened to be put in jail thr ee

times sinc e I lef t also she tells me tha t she is w ashing for the

captain o f a vesel that use to run to P etersbur g but no w he

runs to Baltimor e and he has pr omas to tak e her to Dela ware

or N ew York for 50 dollars and she had not the mone y, she

sent to me and I sen t her all I had which w as 5 dollars dear

sir c an you inf orm me wha t to do wi th a c ase of this kind the

captains name is Thomas.

My wif e is name luc y an morris m y child is name lot, if y ou

please dear sir answ er me as soon as you can posable.
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HENRY JAMES MORRIS, Toronto C.W.

Henr y James Morris in c are of Wm. George Blun t, Centr e

st., 2 doors fr om Elam.

This sad let ter made a mournful impr ession, as it w as not easy to see

how her deliv erance was to be ef fected. One featur e, however, about

this epistle af forded much sa tisfac tion, namel y, to kno w, that James

did not f orget his poor wif e and child, who w ere in the prison-

house. Many mon ths af ter this f irst le t ter c ame to hand, Mrs. Dr .

Willis, one o f the f irst ladies in T oronto, wr ote on his behalf as

follo ws:

TORONTO, 15th June, Monday morning, 1857.

To MR. STILL, DEAR SIR:ÑI wri te you this le t ter f or a

respectable y oung man (his name is J ames Morris ), he

passed thr ough your hands Jul y of last y ear (1856), and has

just had a le t ter fr om his wif e, whom he lef t behind in

Vir ginia, tha t she and her child ar e likely to be sold. H e is

very anxious about this and wishful tha t she could g et away

by some vessel or other wise. His wif eÕs name is Lucy Morris;

the childÕs name is Lot M orris; the lad yÕs name she lives with

is a Mrs. H ine (I hope I spell her name rig ht, H ine), at the

corner o f Duk e str eet and W ashington str eet, in N orf olk ci ty,

Vir ginia. She is hir ed out to this rich old wido w lady. James

Morris wishes me to wri te youÑhe has saved for ty dollars,

and will send i t to y ou whene ver i t is r equir ed, to bring her

on to T oronto, Canada West. It is in the bank r eady upon

call. Will y ou ple ase, sir, dir ect your le t ter in r eply to this, to

a Mrs. Ringgold, Centr e str eet, t wo doors fr om Elam str eet,

Toronto, Canada West, as I will be out o f to wn. I wri te this

inste ad of Mr . Thomas Henning, who is just about le aving f or

England. Hoping y ou will r eply soon, I r emain, sir ,

Respectfull y yours,

AGNES WILLIS.

Whether James ever succeeded in r ecovering his wif e and child,
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is not kno wn to the wri ter . Many similar ly situated were wont to

appeal again and again, un til gr owing en tir ely hopeless, the y would

conclude to marr y.

Here it may be remarked, wi th r eference to marr ying, tha t o f

the gr eat number o f fug itiv es in Canada, the male sex was largely

in pr eponder ance over the f emale, and many of them w ere single

young men. This class f ound themsel ves very acceptable to I rish

gir ls, and fr equentl y legal allianc es were the r esult. And i t is mor e

than lik ely, that ther e are whi te w omen in Canada to-da y, who ar e

marrie d to some poor sla ve womanÕs fugitiv e husband.

Veril y, the r omantic and tr agic phases of the Under ground Rail

Road are wi thout number , if not past f inding out.

Scarcely had the abo ve-men tione d nine lef t the P hiladelphia

depot, er e the f ollo wing w ay-w orn tr avelers came to hand:

PERRY SHEPHARD, and ISAAC REED, Eastern Shor e,

Mar yland; GEORGE SPERRYMAN, alias THOMAS JOHNSON,

Richmond; VALENTINE SPIRES, near Petersbur g; DANIEL

GREEN, alias GEORGE TAYLOR, Leesburg, Vir ginia; JAMES

JOHNSON, alias WILLIAM GILB ERT and wife HARRIET, Princ e

GeorgeÕs county, Maryland; HENRY COOPER, and WILLIAM ISRAEL

SMITH, Middle town, Delaware; ANNA DORSEY, Maryland.

Althoug h star ting fr om widel y separated loc alities wi thout the

slightest c ommunic ation wi th each other in the South, e ach

separate passenger earnestl y bent on fr eedom, had endur ed

suffering, hung er, and perils, b y land and w ater , sustained by the

hope of ultima te fr eedom.

PERRY SHEPHARD and ISAAC REED repor ted themsel ves as

having f led fr om the Eastern Shor e of Mar yland; tha t the y had ther e

been held to ser vice or Slavery by Sarah Ann Burgess, and Benjamin

Franklin H ouston, fr om whom the y f led. No inciden ts of slave lif e

or tr avel were recorded, save that Perr y lef t his wif e Milky Ann,

and t wo childr en, Nancy and Rebecca (fr ee). Also Isaac left his wif e,

Hester Ann Louisa, and the f ollo wing name d childr en: Philip H enr y,

Harrie t Ann and Jane Elizabeth.

GEORGE SPERRYMANÕS lot was cast amongst the oppr essed in
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the ci ty of Richmond, V a. Of the c ommon ills o f slave lif e, George

could spe ak fr om experienc e; but li t tle o f his stor y, however, was

recorded at the time. H e had reached the Commi t tee thr ough the

regular channelÑ was adjudged wor th y of aid and enc our agement,

and the y gave it to him fr eely. Nickless Templeman w as the loser in

this instanc e; how he bor e the misf or tune the Commi t tee was not

apprise d. Without question, the pr oper ty was delighted wi th g et ting

rid o f the o wner .

VALENTINE SPIRES came a fellow-passenger wi th George, having

Òtook outÓ the previous Christmas, fr om a place called Dun woody,

near Petersbur g. He was held to ser vice in tha t plac e by Dr. Jesse

Squires. Under his oppr essive rules and demands, V alentine had

been convinc ed tha t ther e could be no pe ace, consequentl y he

turne d his at ten tion to one ide aÑfr eedom and the Under ground Rail

Road, and wi th this fai th, w orked his w ay thr ough to the Commi t tee,

and was received, and aided of course.

DAVID GREEN, f led fr om Warrington, ne ar Leesburg. Elliot t

Cur let t so alarme d David by thr eatening to sell him, tha t the ide a

of li ber ty imme diatel y took possession in D avidÕs mind. D avid had

suffered many hardships at the hands o f his master , but when the

auction-block w as held up to him, tha t w as the worst cut o f all. He

became a think er rig ht away. Althoug h he had a wif e and one child

in Slavery, he decided to f lee for his fr eedom at all hazar ds, and

according ly he carrie d out his f irm r esolution.

JAMES JOHNSON. This Òarticle Ó was doing unr equi ted labor as

the slave of Thomas W allace, in Princ e George county, Maryland.

He was a stout and rugg ed-looking man, o f thir ty-f ive years of age.

On escaping, he w as for tuna te enoug h to bring his wif e, Harrie t

wi th him. She w as ten years younger than himself, and had be en

owned by William T . Wood, by whom she said tha t she had Òbeen

well tr eated.Ó But o f late, this W ood had tak en to liquor , and she felt

in dang er of being sold. She kne w tha t rum ruine d the best o f slave-

holders, so she w as admonished to g et out o f danger as soon as

possible.

CHARLES HENRY COOPER and WILLIAM ISRAEL SMITH. These
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passengers were representativ es of the pe culiar I nsti tution o f

Middle town, Delaware. Charles was owned by Catharine M endine,

and William b y John P. Cather . According to their c onfession,

Charles and William i t seemed had been thinking a g ood deal over

the ide a of Òworking f or nothing, Ó of being dail y driv en to suppor t

others, while the y were render ed miser able ther eby. So they made

up their minds to tr y the Under ground Rail Road, Òhit or miss.Ó

This r esolution w as made and carrie d in to ef fect (on the par t o f

Charles at le ast), at the c ost o f leaving a mother , thr ee brothers,

and thr ee sisters in Slavery, wi thout hope o f ever seeing them again.

The ages of Char les and William w ere respectiv ely t wenty-t wo and

twenty-one. Both stout and w ell-made y oung men, wi th in telle cts

well qualif ied to mak e the wilderness o f Canada bud and blossom as

the r ose, and thi ther ward the y were dispatche d.

ANNA DORSET became tir ed of Slavery in Mar yland, wher e she

repor ted tha t she had be en held to ser vice by a slave-holder , known

by the name o f Eli M oleswor th. The r ecord is silen t as to ho w she

was treated. As a slave, she had been br ought up a seamstr ess, and

was quite in tellig ent. Age twenty-t wo, mulat to.
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Owen and Otho Taylor's
Flight with Horses, etc.

THREE BROTHERS, TWO OF THEM WITH
WIVES AND CHILDREN.

About the la t ter par t o f Mar ch, 1856, Owen Taylor and his wif e, Mary

Ann, and their li t tle son, Ed ward, tog ether wi th a br other and his

wif e and t wo childr en, and a thir d br other , Benjamin, arriv ed fr om

near Clear Springs, nine miles fr om H agersto wn, Mar yland. They

all lef t their home, or r ather esc aped fr om the prison-house, on

Easter Sunday, and came vi‰Harrisbur g, wher e they were assisted

and dir ected to the V igilanc e Commi t tee in Philadelphia. A mor e

inter esting par ty had not r eached the Commi t tee for a long time.

The thr ee brothers w ere intellig ent, and her oic, and, in the r esolve

to obtain fr eedom, not onl y for themsel ves, but f or their wiv es and

childr en desper atel y in earnest. The y had counted well the c ost o f

this strugg le for li ber ty, and had full y made up their minds tha t if

interf ered wi th b y slave-c atchers, somebod y would ha ve to bi te the

dust. Tha t the y had ple dged themsel ves never to surr ender aliv e,

was obvious. Their tr avel-w orn appe arance, their a t tachmen t f or

each other , the joy tha t the tok ens of friendship af forded them, the

description the y gave of inciden ts on the r oad, made an impr ession

not soon to be ef faced.

In the pr esence of a group lik e this SumnerÕs great and eloquen t

speech on the Barbarism o f Slavery, seemed almost c old and

dead,Ñthe mute appe als of these li t tle ones in their motherÕ s

armsÑthe unle t ter ed language of these y oung mothers, striving to

save their o ffspring fr om the doom o f SlaveryÑthe r esolute and

manly bearing o f these br others e xpr essed in w ords full o f love

of li ber ty, and of the de termina tion to r esist Slavery to the de ath,
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in def ence of their wiv es and childr enÑthis w as SumnerÕs speech

enacted before our eyes.

Owen was about thir ty-one y ears of age, but had e xperienc ed a

deal of tr ouble. He had been marrie d t wic e, and both wiv es were

believed to be living. The f irst one, wi th their li t tle child, had be en

sold in the Baltimor e market, about thr ee years before, the mother

was sent to Louisiana, the child to South Car olina. Father , mother ,

and child, par ted wi th no hope o f ever seeing each other again in

this w or ld. After Ow enÕs wif e was sent South, he sen t her his lik eness

and a dr ess; the lat ter w as received, and she was greatl y delig hted

wi th i t, but he ne ver heard of her ha ving r eceived his lik eness. He

likewise wr ote to her , but he w as not sur e that she r eceived his

let ters. Finall y, he came to the c onclusion tha t as she was forever

dead to him, he w ould do w ell to marr y again. According ly he took

to himself another par tner , the one who no w accompanie d him on

the Under ground Rail Road.

Omi t ting other in ter esting inciden ts, a reference to his handi work

will suf f ice to sho w the abili ty of Ow en. Owen was a born mechanic,

and his master pr actic ally teste d his skill in v arious w ays; sometimes

in the blacksmi th shopÑa t other times as a whe elwrig htÑagain a t

making brushes and br ooms, and at leisur e times he w ould tr y his

hand in all these cr afts. This Jack-o f-all-tr ades was, of course, very

valuable to his master . Indeed his plac e was hard to f ill.

Henr y Fier y, a farmer , Òabout sixt y-f our y ears of age, a stout,

crust y old fellow,Ó was the owner o f Ow en and his t wo br others.

Besides slaves, the old man w as in possession of a wif e, whose

name was Martha, and seven childr en, who w ere pret ty well gr own

up. One o f the sons o wned OwenÕs wif e and t wo childr en. Owen

declared, tha t the y had been worked hard, while f ew privileg es

had been allowed them. Clothing o f the poor est te xtur e was only

sparing ly furnishe d. Nothing lik e Sunday raiment w as ever given

them; f or these c omf or ts the y were compelle d to do o ver-w ork of

nights. For a long time the ide a of escape had been uppermost in

the minds o f this par ty. The f irst o f January, past, was the time

Òsolemnl yÓ fixed upon to Òtook out, Ó but for some r eason or other
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(not f ound on the r ecord book), their str ateg ical minds did not se e

the w ay altog ether cle ar, and the y deferr ed star ting un til Easter

Sunday.

On tha t memor able evening, the men boldl y harnessed t wo of Mr .

Fier yÕs steeds and placing their wiv es and childr en in the c arriag e,

star ted off vi‰Hagersto wn, in a dir ect line f or Chambersbur g,

Pennsylvania, at a r ate tha t allo wed no gr ass to grow under the

horsesÕ feet. In this manner the y made good time, r eached

Chambersbur g safely, and ventur ed up to a hotel wher e they put

up their horses. H ere they bade their fai thful be asts good-b ye and

Òtook outÓ for H arrisbur g by another mode o f tr avel, the c ars. On

their arriv al the y natur ally fell in to the hands o f the Commi t tee, who

hurrie d them o ff to Philadelphia, apprising the Commi t tee ther e of

their appr oach by a dispatch sen t ahead. Probably the y had scarcely

reached Philadelphia er e the Fier ys were in hot haste af ter them, as

far as Harrisbur g, if not far ther .

It har dly need be hin ted, tha t the c ommuni ty in which the F ier ys

lived was deeply agitated for days after , as indeed i t w as along

the en tir e route to Chambersbur g, in consequence of this bold and

successful mo vement. The horses w ere easily captur ed at the hotel,

wher e they were left, but, o f course, the y were mute as to wha t

had become of their driv ers. The furious F ier ys probably got wind

of the fac t, tha t the y had made their w ay to H arrisbur g. At any rate

they made very dilig ent search at this poin t. W hile her e prosecuting

his hun ting oper ations, F ier y managed to open c ommunic ation wi th

at le ast one member o f the H arrisbur g Commi t tee, to whom his

grievances were made known, but deriv ed li t tle satisfac tion.

After the e xperienc e of a few w eeks, the pursuers c ame to the

conclusion, tha t ther e was no lik elihood o f r ecovering them thr ough

these agencies, or thr ough the Fugitiv e Slave Law. In their despair ,

ther efore, they resorted to another Òdodge.Ó All at onc e they became

Òsort-o Õ-friendlyÓÑindeed mor e than half dispose d to emancipa te.

The member o f the Commi t tee in H arrisbur g had, i t is pr obable,

fr equentl y lef t r oom f or their gr eat delusion, if he did not e ven

go so far as to f eed their hopes wi th pla usible suggestions, tha t
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some assistance might be af forded by which an amic able set tlemen t

mig ht be made be tween masters and sla ves.

The follo wing e xtr act, fr om the Commi t teeÕs let ter , relativ e to this

mat ter , is open to this inf erence, and may serve to thr ow some lig ht

on the subje ct:

HARRISBURG, April 28, Õ56.

Friend S till:Ñ Your last c ame to hand in due se ason, and I

am happy to he ar of the saf e arriv al of those g ents.

I have before me the Power of At torne y of Mr . John S.

Fier y, son of Mr . Henr y Fier y, of Washington c ounty, Md., the

owner o f those thr ee men, t wo women and thr ee childr en,

who arriv ed in y our to wn on the 2 4th or 25th o f Mar ch. He

graciously condescends to li berate the oldest in a y ear, and

the r emainder in pr opor tional time, if the y will c ome back;

or to sell them their time f or $1300. He is sick o f the job, and

is ready to mak e any condi tions. N ow, if you personall y can

get w ord to them and g et them to send him a le t ter , in m y

charge, informing him o f their wher eabouts and pr ospects,

I think i t will be the best answ er I c an make him. H e will

return her e in a week or t wo, to kno w wha t can be done. He

offers $500 to se e them.

Or if y ou can send me w ord wher e they are, I will ende avor

to wri te to them f or his spe cial satisfac tion; or if y ou cannot

do ei ther , send me your la test inf orma tion, f or I in tend to

make him spend a f ew mor e dollars, and if possi ble get a

li t tle sick er of this bad job. Do tr y and send him a f ew bi t ter

pills f or his w eak nerves and disturbe d mind.

Yours in gr eat haste,

Jos. C. Bustill.

A subsequent le t ter fr om Mr . Bustill c ontains, besides other

inter esting Under ground Rail Road mat ter , an item r elativ e to the

feeling o f disappoin tmen t experienc ed by Mr . Fier y on le arning tha t

his pr oper ty was in Canada.
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HARRISBURG, May 26, Õ56.

Friend S till:Ñ I embr ace the oppor tuni ty pr esented by the

visi t o f our friend, J ohn F. Williams, to dr op you a few lines in

relation to our futur e operations.

The Lig htning T rain was put on the R oad on last M onday,

and as the tr aveling season has commenc ed and this is the

Southern r oute f or Niagar a Falls, I have conclude d not to

send by way of Auburn, e xcept in c ases of gr eat dang er; but

hereafter w e will use the Lig htning T rain, which le aves here

at 1-1/2 and arriv es in your ci ty at 5 oÕclock in the morning,

and I will telegr aph about 5- 1/2 o Õclock in the af ternoon,

so it may reach you before you close. These f our ar e the

only ones tha t have come sinc e my last. The w oman has

been her e some time w aiting f or her child and her be au,

which she e xpects her e about the f irst o f June. If possible,

please keep a knowledge of her wher eabouts, to enable me

to inf orm him if he c omes.

I have nothing mor e to send you, except that John Fier y

has visited us again and much to his chagrin r eceived the

inf ormation of their being in Canada .

Yours as ever,

Jos. C. Bustill.

Whilst the F ier ys were working lik e beavers to r e-ensla ve

these br ave fugitiv es, the lat ter w ere daily drinking in mor e

and mor e of the spiri t o f fr eedom and w ere busy wi th

schemes for the deliv erance of other ne ar kin lef t behind

under the galling y oke.

Several very in ter esting le t ters w ere received fr om Otho

Taylor , relativ e to a r aid he designe d making e xpr essly to

effect the esc ape of his famil y. The t wo subjoine d must

suff ice, (others, much long er, cannot no w be pr oduced, the y

have probably been loaned and not r eturne d.)

APRIL 15th, 1857.

SIRÑWe arriv ed her e safely. Mr. Syrus and his lad y
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is well si tuated. They have a place for the y ear r ound

15 dollars per mon th. We are all well and hope tha t

you are all the same. N ow I wish to kno w whe ther

you would ple ase to send me some mone y to g o after

those people. Send i t her e if you please.

Yours trul y,

OTHO TAYLOR.

WILLIAM STILL.

ST. CATHARINES, Jan. 26, 1857.

MR. WM. STILL:Ñ Dear Sir ÑI wri te at this time in behalf o f

Otho T aylor . He is very anxious to g o and get his famil y at

Clear Spring, W ashington c ounty, Md. He would lik e to kno w

if the Socie ty ther e would furnish him the me ans to go after

them fr om Philadelphia, tha t you will be running no risk in

doing this. I f the Socie ty can do this, he w ould not be absen t

fr om P. more than thr ee days.

He is so anxious to g et his famil y fr om slavery tha t he is

willing to do almost an ything to g et them to Canada. Y ou

may possibly recollect himÑhe w as at your plac e last August.

I think he c an be truste d. If you can do something f or him,

he has the means to tak e him to y our plac e.

Please let me kno w imme diatel y if you can do this.

Respectfull y yours,

M.A.H. WILSON.

Such appe als came very fr equentl y fr om Canada, causing much

sadness, as but li t tle enc our agement could be held out to such

projects. In the f irst plac e, the dang er at tendan t upon such

expedi tions w as so fearful, and in the se cond plac e, our funds w ere

so inadequate f or this kind o f work, tha t, in most c ases, such appeals

had to be r efused. Of course, ther e were those whose c ontinual

coming, lik e the poor wido w in the Gospel, c ould not be denie d.
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Heavy Reward

THREE HUNDRED DOLLARS

REWARD.ÑRan away fr om the subscri ber, residing ne ar

Bladensbur g, Princ e GeorgeÕs county, Maryland, on Satur day

night, the 22d o f Mar ch, 1856, my negr o man, Tom Mat thews,

aged about 25 y ears, about 5 f eet 9 or 10 inches hig h, dark

copper c olor , full sui t o f bushy hair , broad face, wi th hig h

cheek bones, br oad and squar e shoulders, stands and w alks

very erect, thoug h qui te a sluggar d in ac tion, e xcept in a

dance, at which he is har d to be at. He wore away a black coat

and br own pan taloons. I will g ive the above reward if tak en

and br ought home, or se cur ed in jail, so tha t I get him.

E.A. JONES, near Bladensbur g, Md.

As Mr. Jones may be unaware which w ay his man T om tr aveled,

this i tem ma y inf orm him tha t his name w as enter ed on the

Under ground Rail Road book April 4th, 1856, a t which da te he

appeared to be in g ood health and full o f hope f or a safe sojourn in

Canada. He was desti tute, o f course, just as anybody else would ha ve

been, if r obbers had strippe d him o f every dollar o f his earnings; but
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he felt pr et ty sure, that he c ould tak e care of himself in her Majest yÕs

dominion.

The Commi t tee, encour aged by his ef for ts, r eached him a helping

hand and sen t him on to sw ell the g oodl y number in the pr omised

landÑCanada.

On the same da y tha t Tom arriv ed, the Commi t tee had the

pleasure of taking JAMES JONES by the hand. H e was owned by Dr.

William Stewart, o f King Ge orgeÕs Cour t H ouse, Mar yland. He was

not, ho wever, in the ser vice of his master a t the time o f his escape

but w as hired out in Ale xandria. For some r eason, not notic ed in the

book, James became dissatisf ied, changed his name to H enr y Rider,

got an Under ground Rail Road pass and lef t the Dr . and his other

associations in Mar yland. He was one of the w ell-c ared for Òarticles,Ó

and was of very near kin to the whi te people, at le ast a half-br other

(mulat to, o f course). He was thir ty-t wo years of age, medium siz e,

hard-f eatur ed and r aw-bone d, but Òno mar ks about him. Ó

James looked as if he had had pr et ty good health, still the

Commi t tee thoug ht tha t he w ould ha ve much be t ter in Canada.

After he aring a full description o f tha t countr y and of the gr eat

number o f fug itiv es ther e fr om Mar yland and other par ts of the

South, ÒJimÓ felt tha t tha t w as just the plac e he wanted to f ind, and

was soon off wi th a fr ee tick et, a let ter o f in tr oduc tion, e tc.
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Captain F. Arrives with
Fourteen "Prime Articles" on
Board

Thomas Garr et t announc ed this in the f ollo wing le t ter:

WILMIN GTON, 3d mo., 23d, 1856.

DEAR FRIEND, WILLIAM STILL:ÑCaptain F ountain has

arriv ed all safe, wi th the human c argo the e was inquiring

for, a few days since. I had men w aiting till 12 o Õclock till the

Captain arriv ed at his ber th, r eady to r eceive them; last nig ht

they then le arned, tha t he had lande d them a t the R ocks,

near the old S wedes chur ch, in the c are of our ef f icien t Pilot,

who is in the emplo y of my friend, J ohn H illis, and he has

them no w in char ge. As soon as my br eakfast is over, I will

see Hillis and de termine wha t is best to be done in their

case. My own opinion is, w e had bet ter send them to H ook

and ther e put them in the c ars to-nig ht and send a pilot to

take them to th y house. As Marcus Hook is in P ennsylvania,

the agent o f the c ars runs no risk o f the f ine of f ive hundr ed

dollars our S tate imposes f or assisting one o f GodÕs poor out

of the State by steamboat or c ars.

As ever th y friend,

THOS. GAREETT.

NAMES OF THE ÒARTICLES.Ó

Rebecca Jones, and her thr ee daughters, Sarah Frances, Mary, and

Rebecca; Isaiah Robinson, Arthur S pence, Caroline T aylor , and her
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two daughters, N ancy, and Mar y; Daniel Robinson; Thomas

Page; Benjamin Dickinson; D avid Cole and wif e.

From the tenor o f Thomas Garr et tÕs let ter , the Commi t tee was

prepared for a joyful r eception, kno wing tha t Captain F . was not in

the habi t o f doing things b y the hal vesÑtha t he w as not in the habi t

of bring ing numbskulls; inde ed he br ought none but the br avest and

most in tellig ent. Yet not wi thstanding our kno wledge of his pr actic e

in this r espect, when he arriv ed we were surprise d beyond me asure.

The women outnumber ed the men. The t wo young mothers, wi th

their in ter esting, he arty and f ine-looking childr en representing in

blood the t wo races about equallyÑpr esented a very impr essive

spectacle.

The men had the appe arance of being ac tiv e, smart, and w ell

disposed, much abo ve the generality of slaves; but, compar ed wi th

those o f the opposi te sex, their claims f or sympa th y were very

fain t inde ed. No one could possi bly avoid the c onclusion, tha t these

mothers, wi th their handsome da ughters, w ere valued on the

Ledger of their o wners a t enormousl y hig h pric es; that lustful

tr aders and sensualists had alr eady gloated over the thoug ht o f

buying them in a f ew shor t years. Probably not one o f those

beautiful g ir ls would ha ve brought less than f if teen hundr ed or

two thousand dollars a t the ag e of f if teen. It w as ther efore a great

satisfac tion to think, tha t their mothers, who kne w full w ell to wha t

a fate such slave gir ls were destine d, had labor ed so her oically to

snatch them out o f this dang er er e the cri tic al hour arriv ed.

Rebecca Jones was about t wenty-eig ht years of age; mulat to, good-

looking, c onsider ably above medium siz e, very in tellig ent, and a

true-born her oine.

The follo wing r eward, offered by the notorious negr o-tr ader, Hall,

proved tha t Rebecca and her childr en were not to be allo wed to

go fr ee, if slave-hun ters c ould be induc ed by a heavy pecuniar y

consider ation to r ecaptur e them:
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$300 REWARD is offered for the

apprehension o f negr o woman, REBECCA JONES and her

thr ee childr en, and man ISAIAH, belong ing to W .W.

Davidson, who ha ve disappeared sinc e the 20th inst. The

above reward will be paid f or the appr ehension and deliv ery

of the said N egroes to m y Jail, by the at torne y in fac t o f the

owner , or the sum o f $250 for the man alone, or $150 f or the

woman and thr ee childr en alone.

WM. W. HALL, for the A t torne y, feb. 1.

Years before her escape, her mistr ess died in Eng land; and as

Rebecca had always understood, long bef ore this e vent, tha t all the

slaves were to be fr eed at the de ath o f her mistr ess, she was not

prepared to belie ve any other r epor t. I t turne d out, ho wever, as in

thousands o f other instanc es, that no will c ould be f ound, and, o f

course, the administr ators r etaine d the sla ve proper ty, regardless

of any verbal expr essions respecting fr eeing, etc. Rebecca closely

watche d the c ourse o f the administr ators, and in the me anwhile

f irml y resolved, tha t nei ther she nor her childr en should e ver ser ve

another master . Rather than submi t, she declared tha t she

would take the liv es of her childr en and then her o wn.

Not wi thstanding her bold and de cided stand, the r epor t w ent out

that she w as to be sold, and tha t all the sla ves were still to be held

in bondag e. RebeccaÕs sympathiz ers and friends ad vised her , as they

thoug ht f or the best, to g et a friend or g entleman to pur chase her

for herself. T o this she r eplied: ÒNot thr ee cents w ould I g ive, nor do

I want any of my friends to bu y me, not if the y could g et me f or thr ee

cents. It w ould be o f no use,Ó she contende d, Òas she was full y bent

on dying, r ather than r emain a slave.Ó The slave-holders e viden tl y

understood her , and were in no hurr y about bring ing her c ase to an
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issueÑthe y rather ga ve her time to be come calm. But Rebecca was

inf lexible.

Six years before her arriv al, her husband had esc aped, in c ompany

wi th the note d fug itiv e, ÒShadrach.Ó For a time af ter he f led, she

fr equentl y received let ters fr om him, but f or a long while he had

ceased to wri te, and o f late she had heard nothing fr om him.

In escaping sto wed away in the boa t, she suf fered terri bly, but

fai thfull y endur ed to the end, and w as only too happ y when the

agony was over. After r esting and g et ting thor oughly refr eshed in

Philadelphia, she, wi th others, w as forwarded to Boston, f or her

heart w as ther e. Several let ters w ere received fr om her , respecting

her pr ospects, etc., fr om which i t appears tha t she had gaine d some

knowledge of her husband, althoug h not o f a satisfac tor y natur e. At

any rate she decided tha t she could not r eceive him back again. The

follo wing le t ter has r eference to her pr ospects, going to Calif ornia,

her husband, e tc.:

PARKER HOUSE, School street, Boston, O ct. 18th, Õ56.

MY DEAR SIR:ÑI can hardly expr ess the pleasure I feel at

the r eceipt o f your kind le t ter; but allo w me to thank y ou for

the same.

And now I will tell y ou my reasons for going to Calif ornia.

Mrs. Tarr ol, a cousin o f my husband, has sent f or me. She

says I can do much be t ter ther e than in Boston. And as

I have my childr enÕs welfar e to look to, I ha ve conclude d

to go. Of course I shall be just as lik ely to he ar fr om

home there as here. Please tell Mr . Bagnale I shall expect one

let ter fr om him bef ore I leave here.

I should lik e to he ar fr om m y br others and sisters onc e

mor e, and let me he ar every par ticular . You never can know

how anxious I am to he ar fr om them; do ple ase impr ess this

upon their minds.

I have wri t ten t wo let ters to Dr . Lundy and never r eceived

an answer. I heard Mrs. Lund y was dead, and thoug ht tha t

mig ht possi bly be the r eason he had not r eplied to me.
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Please tell the Doc tor I should tak e it as a great favor if he

would wri te me a few lines.

I suppose y ou think I am g oing to liv e wi th m y husband

again. Let me assur e you Õtis no such thing. My mind is as

firm as ever. And believe me, in going away fr om Boston,

I am going away fr om him, f or I ha ve heard he is living

somewher e near. He has been making inquiries about me,

but tha t can make no dif ference in m y feelings to him. I

hope tha t yourself, wif e and famil y are all qui te w ell. Please

remember me to them all. Do me the fa vor to g ive my love

to all inquiring friends. I should be most happ y to ha ve any

let ters o f in tr oduc tion y ou may think me w or th y of, and I

trust I shall e ver r emain

Yours fai thfull y,

REBECCA JONES.

P.S.ÑI do not kno w if I shall g o this Fall, or in the S pring.

It will depend upon the le t ter I r eceive fr om Calif ornia, but

whiche ver i t may be, I shall be happ y to he ar fr om you very

soon.

Isaiah, who w as a fellow-ser vant wi th Rebecca, and was include d

in the r eward offered by Hall for Rebecca, etc., w as a young man

about t wenty-thr ee years of age, a mulat to, in tellig ent and o f

prepossessing manners. A pur ely ardent thirst f or li ber ty pr ompte d

him to f lee; althoug h he declared tha t he had be en tr eated very

badly, and had even suf fered severely fr om being shamefull y

Òbeaten.Ó He had, however, been permi t ted to hir e his time b y the

year, for which one hundr ed and t wenty dollars w ere regular ly

demanded by his owner . Young as he w as, he was a marrie d man,

wi th a wif e and t wo childr en, to whom he w as devoted. He had

besides t wo br others and t wo sisters f or whom he f elt a w arm

degree of br other ly affection; y et when the hour arriv ed for him

to accept a chanc e for fr eedom at the appar ent sacrif ice of these

dearest ties o f kindr ed, he was found her oic enoug h for this painful

ordeal, and to g ive up all f or fr eedom.
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Caroline T aylor , and her t wo li t tle childr en, were also fr om Norf olk,

and came by boat. Upon the whole, the y were not less in ter esting

than Rebecca Jones and her thr ee li t tle g ir ls. Althoug h Caroline w as

not in her person half so sta tel y, nor gave such pr omise o f her oism

as RebeccaÑfor Car oline w as rather small o f statur eÑyet she w as

mor e refined, and qui te as in tellig ent as Rebecca, and represented

consider ably mor e of the Ang lo-Saxon blood. She w as a mulat to,

and her childr en were almost fair enoug h to pass f or

whi teÑpr obably the y were quadr oons, har dly any one w ould ha ve

suspected tha t the y had onl y one quar ter o f color ed blood in their

veins. For ten y ears Caroline had be en in the habi t o f hiring her time

at the r ate o f seventy-f ive dollars per y ear, wi th the e xception o f

the last y ear, when her hir e was raised to eig hty-f our dollars. So

anxious w as she to have her older g ir l (eleven years old) at home

wi th her , that she also hir ed her time b y the y ear, for which she w as

compelle d to pa y t wenty-f our dollars. As her y ounger child w as not

suff icien tl y grown to hir e out f or pay, she was permi t ted to ha ve it

at home wi th her on the c ondi tions tha t she w ould f eed, clothe and

take good care of i t, permi t ting no e xpense wha tever to fall upon

the master .

Judging fr om the appe arance and manners o f the childr en, their

mother had, doubtless, be en most fai thful to them, f or mor e

handsome, w ell-beha ved, in tellig ent and ple asing childr en could not

easily be selected fr om ei ther r ace or any station o f lif e. The

younger, Mary by name, nine y ears of age, at tr acted very great

at ten tion, b y the de ep in ter est she manif ested in a poor fug itiv e

(whom she had ne ver seen before), at the P hiladelphia sta tion,

conf ined to the be d and suf fering e xcrucia ting pain fr om w ounds

he had r eceived whilst esc aping. Hours and hours tog ether , during

the t wo or thr ee days of their sojourn, she spen t o f her o wn accord,

by his bed-side, manif esting almost w omanl y sympath y in the most

devoted and tender manner . She thus, doubtless, unc onsciousl y

impar ted to the suf ferer a great deal of comf or t. Very many affecting

inciden ts had c ome under the obser vation o f the ac ting Commi t tee,
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under v arious cir cumstanc es, but never bef ore had the y wi tnessed

a sight mor e inter esting, a scene mor e touching.

Caroline and her childr en were owned by Peter Mar ch, Esq., late

of Norf olk, but a t tha t time, he w as living in N ew York, and was

carr ying on the ir on business. He came into possession o f them

thr ough his wif e, who w as the daughter o f Caroline Õs former master ,

and almost the onl y heir lef t, in c onsequence of the terri ble fever

of the pr evious summer . Caroline w as living under the dail y fear of

being sold; this, tog ether wi th the task o f suppor ting herself and t wo

childr en, made her bur den very grie vous. Not a gr eat while bef ore

her escape, her New York master had be en on to N orf olk, expr essly

wi th a vie w of selling her , and asked t wo thousand dollars f or her .

This, however, he failed to g et, and w as still awaiting an o ffer.

These ill omens ar oused Caroline to think mor e seriousl y over the

condi tion o f herself and childr en than she had e ver done bef ore, and

in this sta te o f mind she c ame to the c onclusion, tha t she w ould

striv e to save herself and childr en by f light on the Under ground

Rail Road. She knew full w ell, tha t i t w as no fain t-he arted strugg le

that w as requir ed of her , so she had ner ved herself wi th the old

mar tyr spiri t to risk her all on her fai th in God and F reedom, and

was ready to tak e the c onsequences if she fell back in to the hands

of the enem y. This noble de cision w as the cr owning ac t in the

under takings o f thousands similar ly situated. Thr ough this fai th she

gained the li ber ty of herself and her childr en. Qui te a number o f the

friends o f the sla ve saw these in ter esting fug itiv es, and wept, and

rejoiced wi th them.

Col. A. Cammings, in those da ys Publisher o f the ÒEvening

Bulle tin,Ó for the f irst time, wi tnessed an Under ground Rail Road

arriv al. Some time pr evious, in c onversation wi th Mr . J.M. McKim,

the Colonel had e xpr essed views not altog ether fa vorable to the

Under ground Rail Road; inde ed he w as rather incline d to apolog ize

for slavery, if not to def end the F ugitiv e Slave Law. While

endeavoring some what tenaciousl y to main tain his gr ound, Mr .

McKim oppose d to him not onl y the no w w ell establishe d Anti-

Slavery doc trines, but also o ffered as testimon y Under ground Rail

538 | The Under ground Railr oad



Road factsÑthe r esults o f personal kno wledge from dail y pr oofs of

the her oic strugg les, marvellous fai th, and in tense earnestness o f

the fug itiv es.

In all pr obabili ty the Colonel did not f eel pr epared to den y wholl y

Mr . McKimÕs statemen t, yet, he desir ed to see ÒsomeÓ for himself.

ÒWell,Ó said Mr. McK., Òyou shall see some.Ó So when this arrival

came to hand, true to his pr omise, Mr . McK. called on the Colonel

and in vited him to ac company him to the Under ground Rail Road

station. H e assured the Colonel tha t he did not w ant any mone y

fr om him, but simpl y wanted to c onvinc e him o f his err or in the

recent ar gument tha t the y had held on the subje ct. According ly the

Colonel ac companie d him, and f ound tha t t wenty-t wo passengers

had been on hand wi thin the past t wenty-f our hours, and a t le ast

sixte en or seventeen were then in his pr esence. It is ne edless to say,

that such a sig ht admi t ted of no c ontr adictionÑno ar gumentÑno

doubt. The fac ts were too self -eviden t. The Colonel c ould say but

li t tle, so comple te w as his amazement; but he v olun taril y at teste d

the thor oughness of his c onversion b y pulling out o f his pock et and

handing to Mr . McK. a twenty dollar g old pie ce to aid the passeng ers

on to fr eedom.

In these hours o f r est and joyful an ticipa tion the ne cessities o f

both lar ge and small w ere administer ed to ac cording to their ne eds,

before forwarding them still fur ther . The time and a t ten tion

requir ed for so man y lef t but li t tle oppor tuni ty, however, for the

Secretar y to wri te their narr ativ es. He had onl y evening leisur e for

the w ork. Ten or t welve of tha t par ty had to be sen t o ff wi thout

having their stories r ecorded. Daniel Rober tson w as one of this

number; his name is simpl y enter ed on the r oll, and, but f or le t ters

received fr om him, af ter he passed on N or th, no fur ther kno wledge

would ha ve been obtaine d. In Petersbur g, whenc e he escaped, he

lef t his wif e, for whose deliv erance he felt bound to do e verything

that lay in his po wer, as the subjoined let ters will a t test:

HAVANA, August 11, 1856, Schuylkill Co., N .Y.

MR. WM. STILLÑDear Sir:Ñ I came fr om Vir ginia in Mar ch,
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and was at your o ff ice the last o f Mar ch. My object in wri ting

you, is to inquir e what I c an do, or wha t can be done to

help m y wif e to escape fr om the same bondag e that I w as

in. You will kno w by your books tha t I w as from Petersbur g,

Va., and that is wher e my wif e now is. I have received t wo

or thr ee let ters fr om a lady in tha t plac e, and the last one

says, that m y wif eÕs mistr ess is dead, and tha t she expects to

be sold. I am v ery anxious to do wha t I c an for her bef ore

it is too la te, and beg o f you to de vise some means to get

her away. Capt. the man tha t br ought me away, knows the

color ed agent at Petersbur g, and knows he will do all he c an

to f orward my wif e. The Capt. pr omised, tha t when I c ould

raise one hundr ed dollars f or him tha t he w ould deliv er her

in Philadelphia. T ell him tha t I c an now r aise the mone y,

and will f orward i t to y ou at any day tha t he thinks tha t

he can bring her . Please see the Captain and f ind when he

will under take it, and then le t me kno w when to f orward

the mone y to y ou. I am at w ork for the H on. Char les Cook,

and can send the mone y any day. My wif eÕs name is Harrie t

Rober tson, and the ag ent at Petersbur g knows her .

Please direct your answ er, wi th all ne cessary dir ections, to

N. Coryell, of this villag e, and he will se e that all is rig ht.

Very respectfull y,

DANIEL ROBERTSON.

HAVANA, Aug. 18, 1856.

MR. WM. STILLÑDear Sir:Ñ Yours o f the 18th, f or D .

Rober tson, w as duly received. In behalf o f Daniel, I thank

you kindl y for the in ter est you manif est in him. The le t ters

that have gone fr om him to his friends in V ir ginia, have been

wri t ten b y me, and sent in such a manner as w e thoug ht

would best ensur e safety. Yet I am w ell aware of the risk o f

wri ting, and ha ve restr ained him as far as possi ble, and the

last one I wr ote w as to be the last, till an ef for t w as made to

reclaim his wif e. Daniel is a fai thful, lik ely man, and is w ell
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lik ed by all who kno w him. H e is industrious and pruden t,

and is bending his whole ener gies toward the r eclaiming his

wif e. He can forward to y ou the one hundr ed dollars a t any

day tha t i t may be wanted, and if y ou can do anything to

forward his in ter ests i t will be v ery gratefull y received as an

addi tional fa vor on y our par t. He asks for no mone y, but y our

kindl y effor ts, which he r egards mor e highly than mone y.

Very respectfull y, N. CORYELL.

The let ters tha t have been wri t ten f or him w ere dated

ÒNiagara Falls, Canada West,Ó and his friends think he is

ther eÑnone o f them kno w to the c ontr aryÑi t is impor tant

that the y never do kno w. N.C.

HAVANA, Sept. 29, 1856.

MR. WM. STILLÑDear Sir:Ñ I enclose her ewi th a dr aft on

New York, payable to y our or der, for $100, to be paid on the

delivery at Philadelphia o f Daniel Rober tsonÕs wif e.

You can readily see that i t has been necessary for D aniel

to w ork almost nig ht and da y to ha ve laid up so lar ge an

amoun t o f mone y, since the f irst o f April, as this one

hundr ed dollars. D aniel is industrious and pruden t, and

saves all of his earnings, abo ve his most absolute w ants. If

the Captain is not suc cessful in g et ting D anielÕs wif e, you,

of course, will r eturn the dr aft, wi thout char ge, as you said.

I hope suc cess will at tend him, f or D aniel deser ves to be

rewarded, if ever man did. Yours, &c.

N. CORYELL.

HAVANA, Jan. 2, 1857.

DEAR SIR:ÑYour fa vor c ontaining dr aft on N . York, for

Daniel Rober tson, c ame to hand on the 31st ult. D aniel begs

to tender his ackno wledgments for y our kind in ter est

manif ested in his behalf, and sa ys he hopes you will le ave no

measure untrie d which has an y appearance of success, and

that the mone y shall be f or thc oming a t a momen tÕs notic e.

Daniel thinks tha t sinc e Christmas, the chanc es for his wif eÕs
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deliverance are fewer than bef ore, for at tha t time he f ears

she was disposed of and possi bly went South.

The paper sen t me, wi th y our w ell-wri t ten ar ticle, w as

received, and on r eading i t to D aniel, he kne w some o f the

par ties men tione d in i tÑhe w as much ple ased to he ar i t

read. Daniel spen t New YearÕs in Elmir a, about 18 miles fr om

this plac e, and ther e he met t wo whom he w as well

acquain ted wi th.

Yours, &c.,

N. CORYELL.

WM. STILL, Esq., Phila.

Such de votion to fr eedom, such un tiring labor , such appeals as

these le t ters c ontaine d awakened deep in ter est in the br easts of

DanielÕs new friends, which spok e volumes in fa vor o f the Slave and

against slave-holders. B ut, alas, nothing c ould be done to r elieve

the sorr owing mind o f poor D aniel f or the deliv erance of his wif e in

chains. The Commi t tee sympathiz ed deeply wi th him, but c ould do

no mor e. What other e vents follo wed, in D anielÕs lif e as a fugitiv e,

were never made kno wn to the Commi t tee.

Arthur S pence also deserves a notic e. He was from Nor th Car olina,

about t wenty-f our y ears of age, and of pleasing appearance, and

was heart and soul in sympa th y wi th the c ause of the Under ground

Rail Road. In Nor th Car olina he de clared tha t he had be en heavily

oppr essed by being c ompelle d to pa y $175 per annum for his hir e. In

order to g et rid o f this he avy load, by shrewd management he gaine d

access to the kind-he arted Captain and pr ocur ed an Under ground

Rail Road tick et. In leaving bondage, he was obliged to le ave his

mother , two br others and one sister . He appeared to be c omposed

of just the kind o f material f or making a g ood Bri tish subje ct.

Ben Dickinson. Ben w as also a slave in Nor th Car olinaÑloc ated at

Eaton town, being the pr oper ty of ÒMiss Ann Blun t, who w as very

hard.Ó In slave proper ty Miss Blun t w as inter ested to the number

of about Ònine ty head.Ó She was much in the habi t o f hiring out
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servants, and in thus disposing o f her sla ves Ben thoug ht she w as a

great deal mor e concerned in g et ting g ood pric es for herself than

good plac es for them. I ndeed he declared tha t Òshe did not c are how

mean the plac e was, if she could onl y get her pric e.Ó For thr ee years

Ben had Canada and the Under ground Rail Road in vie w, having

been Òbadly tr eated.Ó At last the long-look ed for time arriv ed, and he

conferr ed nei ther wi th master nor mistr ess, but Òpick ed himself up Ó

and Òtook out.Ó Age twenty-eig ht, medium siz e, qui te dar k, a good

carpen ter , and generally in tellig ent. Lef t t wo sisters, etc.

Of this her oic and pr omising par ty we can onl y mention, in

conclusion, one mor e passenger, namely:

Tom Page. At the time o f his arriv al, his name onl y was enrolled

on the book. Y et he w as not a passenger soon to be f orgot tenÑhe

was but a mer e boy, probably eighteen years of age; but a mor e apt,

ready-wi t ted, activ e, intellig ent and self -r eliant f ellow is not o ften

seen.

Judging fr om his smar tness, under sla very, wi th no chanc es, it

was easy to imag ine ho w cr edi tabl y he mig ht wi th a whi te bo yÕs

chances have climbe d the hill o f ar t and scienc e. Obviousl y he had

intelle ct enoug h, if pr oper ly cultiv ated, to f ill an y station wi thin

the or dinar y reach of in tellig ent Americ an ci tiz ens. He could r ead

and wri te r emarkably well f or a slave, and well did he understand

his advantages in this par ticular; inde ed if slave-holders had onl y

been aware of the gr owing tendenc y of TomÕs mind, the y would

have rejoiced at hearing o f his depar tur e for Canada; he w as a most

dangerous piece of pr oper ty to be gr owing up amongst sla ves.

After le aving the Commi t tee and going N or th his unc aged mind

felt the ne ed of mor e education, and a t the same time he w as eager

to mak e money, and do something in lif e. As he had no one to

depend on, par ents and r elativ es being lef t behind in N orf olk, he f elt

that he must r ely upon himself, y oung as he w as. He first took up

his abode in Boston, or N ew Bedford, wher e most o f the par ty wi th

whom he esc aped went, and wher e he had an aunt, and per haps

some other distan t kin. Ther e he worked and w as a live young man
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indeedÑamong the f oremost in ide as and notions about fr eedom,

etc., as many let ters fr om him bor e evidenc e. After spending a y ear

or mor e in Massachuset ts, he had a desir e to see how the fug itiv es

were doing in Upper and Lo wer Canada, and if an y bet ter chanc es

existe d in these par ts for men o f his stamp.

Some of his le t ters, fr om dif ferent plac es, gave proof of r eal

thoug ht and close obser vation, but the y were not g enerally saved,

probably were loaned to be r ead by friendl y eyes. Nevertheless the

two subjoine d will, in a me asure, suff ice to g ive some idea of his

intellig ence, etc.

BOSTON, Mass., Feb. 25th, 1857.

WILLIAM STILL, Esq.:Ñ Dear Sir ÑI have not he ard fr om

you for some time. I tak e this oppor tuni ty of wri ting y ou a

few lines to le t you and all kno w tha t I am w ell at pr esent

and thank God f or i t. Dear Sir , I hear tha t the under gr ound

railr oad was in oper ation. I am g lad to he ar tha t. Give my

best r espects to y our famil y and also to Dr . L., Mr. Warrick,

Mr . Camp and famil ys, to Mr . Fisher , Mr . Taylor to all F riends

names too numer ous to men tion. P lease to let me kno w

when the r oad arriv ed wi th another c argo. I want to c ome to

see you all bef ore long, if nothing happens and lif e lasts. Mrs.

Gault r equested me to le arn o f you if y ou ask Mr . Bagnal if he

will se e father and wha t he says about the childr en. Please

to answ er as soon as possible. No mor e at pr esent fr om a

friend,

THOMAS F. PAGE.

NIAGARA FALLS, N.Y., Oct. 6th, Õ58.

DEAR SIR:ÑI r eceived your kind le t ter and I w as very glad

to he ar fr om you and y our famil y. This leaves me well, and

I hope when this c omes to hand i t may f ind y ou the same.

I have seen a large number o f your U .G.R.R. friends in m y

tr avels thr ough the Eastern as w ell as the W estern States.

Well ther e are a good man y fr om m y own ci ty who I

knowÑsome I talk to on priv ate mat ters and some I w ont.
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Well around her e ther e are so manyÑTom, Dick and

Harr yÑtha t you do not kno w who y our friend is. So i t don Õt

hur t any one to be c areful. Well, someho w or another , I do

not lik e Canada, or the Pr ovinc es. I have been to St. John,

N.B., Lower Provinc e, or Lower Canada, also St. Catharines,

C.W., and all around the Canada side, and I do not lik e it

at all. The pe ople seem to be so que erÑthoug h I suppose

if I had o f went to Canada when I f irst c ame Nor th to liv e,

I mig ht lik e it by this time. I w as home when Aun t had

her Ambr o-t ype tak en for y ou. She often speaks of your

kindness to her . There are a number o f your friends wishes

you well. My li t tle br other is g oing to school in Boston. The

lady, Mrs. H illar d, tha t m y Aunt liv es with, thinks a g ood

deal of him. H e is very smar t and I think, if he liv es, he may

be of some account. Do y ou ever see my old friend, Capt.

Fountain ? Please to give my love to him, and tell him to c ome

to Boston, as ther e are a number o f his friends tha t w ould

like to see him. M y best r espects to all friends. I must no w

bring m y shor t epistle to a close, b y saying I r emain your

friend trul y,

THOMAS F. PAGE.

While a por tion o f the par ty, on hand wi th him, c ame as passengers

wi th Capt. P., another por tion w as brought by Capt. B., both par ties

arriving wi thin t welve hours o f each other; and both had lik ewise

been fr ozen up on the r oute f or w eeks wi th their r espectiv e live

fr eight on boar d.

The suf ferings f or f ood, which the y were called upon to endur e,

were beyond description. The y happened to ha ve plenty of salt

fat por k, and per haps beans, Indian me al and some pota toes f or

standing dishes; the mor e delic ate necessaries did not pr obably last

longer than the f irst or se cond w eek of their ic e-bondag e.

Without a doubt, one o f these Captains lef t Norf olk about the

twentie th o f January, but did not r each Philadelphia till about the

twentie th o f March, having been fr ozen up, o f course, during the
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greater par t o f tha t time. M en, women and childr en were alike

sharers in the c ommon strugg le for fr eedomÑ were alike an

hungered, in prison, nak ed, and sick, but i t w as a fearful thing

in those da ys for even women and childr en to whisper their sad

lamentations in the ci ty of Philadelphia, e xcept to those friendl y to

the Under ground Rail Road.

Doubtless, if these mothers, wi th their childr en and par tners in

tri bulation, c ould ha ve been seen as they arriv ed dir ect fr om the

boats, many hearts would ha ve melte d, and many tears would ha ve

found their w ay down man y cheeks. But at tha t time c ot ton w as

acknowledged to be KingÑthe F ugitiv e Slave Law w as supreme, and

the notorious de cision o f Judge Taney, that Òblack men had no rig hts

which whi te men w ere bound to r espect,Ó echoed the pr ejudic es of

the masses too cle arly to ha ve made i t safe to r eveal the fac t o f their

arriv al, or even the he art-r ending c ondi tion o f these Fugitiv es.

Nevertheless, the y were not turne d away empt y, thoug h at a peril

they were fed, aided, and comf or ted, and sent away well clothe d.

Indeed, so boun tifull y were the w omen and childr en supplie d, tha t

as they were being conveyed to the Camden and Ambo y station,

they look ed mor e like a pleasuring par ty than lik e fugitiv es. Some

of the g ood friends o f the sla ve sent clothing, and lik ewise che ered

them wi th their pr esence.

[Before the close o f this v olume, such friends and sympa thiz ers

will be mor e particular ly notic ed in an appr opria te plac e.]
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Sundry Arrivals — Latter Part
of December, 1855, and
Beginning of January, 1856

JOSEPH CORNISH, Dorchester Co., M d.; LEWIS

FRANCIS, alias LEWIS JOHNSON, Harford Co., Md.; ALEXANDER

MUNSON, Chester town, M d.; SAMUEL and ANN SCOTT, Cecil

Cross-Roads, Md.; WM. HENRY LAMINSON, Del.; ISAAC

STOUT, alias GEORGE WASHINGTON, CAROLINE GRAVES,

Md.; HENRY and ELIZA WASHINGTON, Alexandria, Va.; HENRY

CHAMBERS, JOHN CHAMBERS, SAMUEL FALL, and THOMAS

ANDERSON, Md.

Joseph Cornish w as about f or ty years of age when he esc aped.

The heavy bonds o f Slavery made him miser able. He was a man of

much na tur al abili ty, qui te dar k, well-made, and said tha t he had

been Òworked very hard.Ó According to his sta temen t, he had be en

an Òacceptable pr eacher in the Afric an Methodist Chur ch,Ó and was

also Òrespected by the r espectable whi te and c olor ed people in his

neighbor hood.Ó He would not ha ve escaped but f or f ear of being

sold, as he had a wif e and f ive childr en to whom he w as very much

at tached, but had to le ave them behind. F or tuna tel y the y were free.

Of his ministr y and connection wi th the Chur ch, he spok e wi th

feelings o f appar ent solemni ty, eviden tl y under the impr ession tha t

the li t tle f lock he lef t w ould be wi thout a shepher d. Of his master ,

Captain Samuel Le Coun t, of the U .S. Navy, he had not one g ood

word to spe ak; at le ast nothing o f the kind is f ound on the R ecord

Book; but, on the c ontr ary, he declared tha t Òhe was very hard on

his servants, allowing them no chanc e whatever to mak e a lit tle

ready mone y for themsel ves.Ó So in turning his face towards the

Under ground Rail Road, and his back against sla very, he felt tha t he

was doing God ser vice.

Sundr y Arriv als Ñ Lat ter Part o f
December , 1855, and Beginning o f



The Commi t tee regarded him as a r emarkable man, and w as much

impr essed wi th his stor y, and felt i t to be a privileg e and a pleasure

to aid him.

Lewis Francis was a man of medium siz e, twenty-seven years of

age, good-looking and in tellig ent. He stated tha t he belong ed to

Mrs. Delinas, o f Abing don, H arford Co., Md., but tha t he had be en

hir ed out fr om a boy to a barber in Baltimor e. For his hir e his

mistr ess received eight dollars per mon th.

To encour age Lewis, his kind-he arted mistr ess allowed him out o f

his own w ages the sum o f t wo dollars and f if ty cents per annum! H is

clothing he g ot as best he c ould, but nothing did she allo w him f or

that purpose. E ven wi th this arr angement she had be en dissatisf ied

of late years, and thoug ht she w as not get ting enoug h out o f Lewis;

she, ther efore, talked str ongly of selling him. This thr eat w as very

annoying to Le wis, so much so, tha t he made up his mind tha t he

would one da y let her se e, that so far as he w as concerned, i t w as

easier to talk o f selling than i t w ould be to c arr y out her thr eat.

With this gr owing desir e for fr eedom he gaine d what li t tle lig ht he

could on the subje ct o f tr aveling, Canada, etc., and at a given time

off he star ted on his journe y and found his w ay to the Commi t tee,

who impar ted substan tial aid as usual.

Alexander Munson, alias Samuel Garr et t. This c andidate f or

Canada was only eighteen years of age; a well-gr own lad, ho wever,

and had the one ide a that Òall men w ere born fr eeÓ pret ty deeply

roote d in his mind. H e was quite smar t, and o f a chestnut c olor .

By the will o f his orig inal o wner , the slaves were all enti tle d to

their fr eedom, but i t appeared, fr om AlexanderÕs stor y, that the

executor o f the esta te did not r egard this fr eedom cla use in the

will. H e had already sold some o f the sla ves, and othersÑhe among

themÑ were expecting to be sold bef ore coming in to possession o f

their fr eedom. Tw o of them had be en sold to Alabama, ther efore,

wi th these e vil w arnings, y oung Alexander r esolved to strik e out

at onc e for Canada, despite Mar yland slave-holders. W ith this bold

and manl y spiri t he succeeded, of course.

Anna Scot t and husband, Samuel Sc ot t. This c ouple escaped fr om

548 | The Under ground Railr oad



Cecil Cr oss-Roads, Md. The wif e, in this instanc e, eviden tl y took

the le ad, and acted the mor e manly par t in striking f or fr eedom;

ther efore, our notic e of this arriv al will chief ly relate to her ..

Anna was owned by a wido w, named Mrs. Ann Elizabe th Lush y,

who r esided on a farm o f her o wn. Fif teen slaves, with other stock,

were kept on the plac e. She was accustome d to rule wi th severi ty,

being governed by a Òhigh temper ,Ó and in nowise dispose d to allo w

her slaves to en joy even or dinar y privileg es, and besides, would

occasionally sell to the Southern mar ket. She was calculated to

render slave lif e very unhapp y. Anna por tr ayed her mistr essÕs

tr eatmen t o f the sla ves with much e arnestness, especiall y when

referring to the sale o f her o wn br other and sister . Upon the whole,

the mistr ess was so hateful to Anna, tha t she r esolved not to liv e

in the house wi th her . During se veral years prior to her esc ape,

Anna had been hir ed out, wher e she had been tr eated a li t tle mor e

decentl y than her mistr ess was wont to do; on this ac count she w as

less willing to put up wi th an y subsequent abuse fr om her mistr ess.

To escape was the onl y remedy, so she made up her mind, tha t

she would le ave at all hazar ds. She gave her husband to understand,

that she had r esolved to seek a home in Canada. For tuna tel y, he was

fr ee, but slavery had many ways of put ting the y oke on the c olor ed

man, even thoug h he mig ht be fr ee; it w as bound to k eep him in

ignor ance, and at the same time miser ably abject, so tha t he w ould

scarcely dare to look up in the pr esence of whi te people.

Sam, apparentl y, was one of the number who had be en greatl y

wr onged in this par ticular . He had less spiri t than his wif e, who

had been dir ectl y goaded to desper ation. H e agreed, however, to

stand b y her in her strugg les while f leeing, and did so, f or which

he deserves credi t. I t must be admi t ted, tha t i t r equir ed some

consider able ner ve for a fr ee man even to join his wif e in an ef for t

of this char acter . In set ting out, Anna had to le ave her fa ther (Jacob

Trust y), seven sisters and t wo br others. The names o f the sisters

were as follo ws: Emeline, Susan Ann, Delilah, Mar y Eliza, Roset ta,

Eff ie Ellender and Elizabe th; the br othersÑ Emson and Perr y. For

the c ommenc ement o f their journe y the y availed themsel ves of the
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Christmas holida ys, but had to suf fer fr om the c old w eather the y

encounter ed. Yet the y got along toler ably well, and w ere much

cheered by the at ten tion and aid the y received fr om the Commi t tee.

William H enr y Laminson c ame fr om near Newcastle, Delaware.

He was smart enoug h to tak e advantage of the oppor tuni ty to

escape at the ag e of t wenty-one. As he had g iven the ma t ter his

fullest a t ten tion f or a long time, he w as prepared to mak e rapid

progress when he did star t, and as he had no gr eat distanc e to

tr avel i t is not unlik ely, that while his master w as one night sleeping

soundl y, this y oung pie ce of pr oper ty (wor th at le ast $1,000 in the

market), was crossing Mason and Dix onÕs Line, and ste ering dir ectl y

for Canada. Francis Harkins w as the name o f the master . William did

not g ive him a very bad char acter .

George Washington Gooseberr y, alias Isaac Stout, also took

advantage of the holida ys to separ ate fr om his old master , Anthon y

Rybold, a farmer living ne ar Newcastle, Delaware. Nothing but the

desir e to be fr ee moved George to escape. He was a young man

about t wenty-thr ee years of age, of a pur e black color , in statur e,

medium siz e, and well-made. N othing r emarkable is note d in the

book in an y way connected wi th his lif e or escape.

Caroline Gr aves. Caroline w as of the bond class belong ing to the

State o f Mar yland. Having r eached the age of for ty wi thout being

conten t, and seeing no brig ht pr ospect in the futur e, she made

up her mind to br eak away fr om the bonds o f Slavery and seek a

mor e congenial atmospher e among str angers in Canada. She had

had the privileg e of tr ying t wo masters in her lif e-time; the f irst she

admi t ted was ÒkindÓ to her, but the la t ter w as Òcruel.Ó After arriving

in Canada, she wr ote back as follo ws:

TORONTO, Jan. 22, 1856.

DEAR SIR:ÑWILLIAM STILL ÑI have found m y company

they arriv ed her e on monda y eving I f ound them on tusda y

evening. Please to be so kind as to send them bo xes we are

here wi thout close to w are we have some whi te fr endes is

goin to pa y for them a t this end o f the r oad. The r eason

550 | The Under ground Railr oad



that w e send this note w e are afraid the outher one w ouden t

go str ait because it w asent der ected wrig ht. Please to send

them b y the e xpr ess then tha y wont be lost. P lease to der ect

these boxes for Car line Gr aives in the c ar of mrs. Bri t tion.

Please to send the bil o f the bo xes on wi th them. Mrs.

Bri t tion, Lousig str eet near young str eet.

George Graham and wif e, Jane, alias Henr y Washington and Eliza.

The cold w eather o f January was preferr ed, in this instanc e, for

tr aveling. I ndeed mat ters w ere so disagreeable wi th them tha t the y

could not tarr y in their then quar ters an y long er. George was

twenty-f our y ears of age, quite smar t, ple asant countenanc e, and of

dark comple xion.

He had experienc ed Òrough usageÓ all the way along thr ough lif e,

not unfr equentl y fr om severe f loggings. Twic e, wi thin the last y ear,

he had been sold. I n or der to pr event a r enewal of these inf lic tions

he resorted to the Under ground Rail Road wi th his wif e, to whom he

had onl y been marrie d six mon ths.

In one sense, the y appeared to be in a sad c ondi tion, i t being

the de ad of win ter , but their c ondi tion in Ale xandria, under a brutal

master and mistr ess which both had the misf or tune to ha ve, was

much sadder . To give all their due, ho wever, GeorgeÕs wif e

acknowledged, tha t she had been Òwell tr eated under her old

mistr ess,Ó but through a change, she had fallen in to the hands o f a

Ònew one,Ó by whom her lif e had been render ed most Òmiser able;Ó so

much so, tha t she w as willing to do almost an ything to g et rid o f her ,

and was, therefore, driv en to join her husband in running a way.

Henr y Chambers, John Chambers, Samuel Fall, and Jonathan

Fisher . This par ty represented the mor e promising-looking f ield-

hand slave popula tion o f Mar yland. Henr y and John w ere brothers,

twenty-f our and t wenty-six y ears of age, stout made, chestnut

color , good-looking, but in heig ht not qui te medium. H enr y Òowed

service or labor ,Ó to a fellow-man b y the name o f William R ybold, a

farmer living ne ar Sassafras Neck, Md. Henr y eviden tl y felt, tha t he

did master R ybold no in justic e in testif ying tha t he kne w no g ood of
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him, althoug h he had labor ed under him lik e a beast of bur den all his

days. He had been Òclothe d meanly,Ó and Òpoor ly fed.Ó He also alleged,

that his mistr ess was worse than his master , as she would Òthink

nothing o f knocking and be ating the sla ve women f or nothing. Ó John

was owned by Thomas Murph y. From tha t day to this, Thomas ma y

have been tr oubling his br ain to kno w wh y his man John tr eated him

so shabbily as to leave him in the manner tha t he did. Jack had a

good r eason for his c ourse, nevertheless. In his c orn f ield-phr ase he

declared, tha t his master Murph y would not g ive you half clothes,

and besides he w as a Òhard man,Ó who kept Jack working out on hir e.

Ther efore, feeling his wr ongs keenly, Jack decided, wi th his other

friends, to run o ff and be fr ee.

Sam, another c omr ade, was also owned by William R ybold. Sam

had just arriv ed at his ma turi ty (twenty-one ), when he w as invited

to join in the plot to esc ape. At f irst, i t mig ht be thoug ht str ange,

why one so young should se ek to esc ape. A few brief w ords fr om

Sam soon explaine d the m yster y. It w as this: his master , as he said,

had been in the habi t o f t ying him up b y the hands and f logging

him unmer cifull y; besides, in the allo wance of food and clothing,

he always Òstin ted the sla ves yet w orked them v ery hard.Ó SamÕs

chances for education had be en very unfavorable, but he had mind

enough to kno w tha t li ber ty was wor th strugg ling f or. He was willing

to mak e the trial wi th the other bo ys. He was of a dark chestnut

color , and of medium siz e.

Jonathan belong ed to A. Rybold, and w as only nine teen years

of age. All tha t ne ed be said in r elation to his testimon y, is, that

it agr eed wi th his c olleagueÕs and fellow-ser vantÕs, Samuel. Before

star ting on their journe y, they felt the ne ed of new names, and in

put ting their wi ts tog ether , they soon f ixed this ma t ter b y deciding

to pass in futur e by the f ollo wing names: James and David Gr een,

John H enr y, and Jonathan Fisher .

In the brief sk etches g iven in this chapter , some lost ones, seeking

inf orma tion o f r elativ es, may f ind c omf or t, even if the g eneral

reader should fail to be in ter ested.
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Part of the Arrivals in
December, 1855

THOMAS JERVIS GOOSEBERRY and WILLIAM TH OMAS

FREEMAN, alias EZEKIEL CHAMBERS;HENRY HOOPER;JACOB

HALL, alias HENRY THOMAS, and wif e, HENRIETTA and child; Two

men fr om near Chester town, M d.; FENTON JONES; MARY

CURTIS; WILLIAM B ROWN; CHARLES HENRY BROWN; OLIVER

PURNELL and ISAAC FIDGET.

Thomas Jervis Gooseberr y and William Thomas F reeman. The

coming o f this par ty was announced in the subjoine d let ter:

SCHUYLKILL, 11th Mo., 29th, 1855.

WILLIAM STILL: D EAR FRIEND:ÑThose boys will be along

by the last N orristo wn tr ain to-morr ow evening. I think the

tr ain leaves Norristo wn at 6 oÕclock, but o f this inf orm

th yself. The bo ys will be sen t to a friend a t N orristo wn, wi th

instruc tions to assist them in g et ting se ats in the last tr ain

that le aves Norristo wn to-morr ow evening. The y are two of

the ele ven who lef t some time sinc e, and took wi th them

some of their masterÕs horses; I have told them to r emain in

the c ars at Gr een str eet un til somebod y meets them.

E.F. PENNYPACKER.

Having arriv ed safely, by the w ay and manner indic ated in E.F.

PennypackerÕs note, as the y were found to be onl y sixte en and

seventeen years of age, consider able in ter est was felt b y the Ac ting

Commi t tee to he ar their stor y. They were closely questione d in the

usual manner . They pr oved to be qui te in tellig ent, considering ho w

young the y were, and how the harr ow of Slavery had been upon

them fr om infanc y.

They escaped fr om Chester town, M d., in company wi th nine

others ( they being a por tion o f the ele ven who arriv ed in
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Wilmington, wi th t wo carriag es, etc., notic ed on page 302), but, f or

pruden tial r easons they were separated while tr aveling. Some w ere

sent on, but the bo ys had to be r etaine d wi th friends in the c ountr y.

Many such separ ations w ere inevitable. I n this r espect a gr eat deal

of care and tr ouble had to be endur ed for the sak e of the c ause.

Thomas Jervis, the elder bo y, was quite dar k, and stammer ed

somewhat, yet he w as activ e and smar t. He stated tha t Sarah Maria

Perkins w as his mistr ess in Mar yland. He was disposed to spe ak

rather fa vorably of her , at le ast he said tha t she w as Òtolerably kindÓ

to her ser vants. She, however, was in the habi t o f hiring out, to r eap

a greater r evenue for them, and did not al ways get them plac es

wher e they were tr eated as well as she herself tr eated them. T om

lef t his fa ther , Thomas Gooseberr y, and thr ee sisters, Julia Ann,

Mar y Ellen, and Katie Brig ht, all slaves.

Ezekiel, the y ounger boy, was of a chestnut c olor , clever-looking,

smart, and w ell-gr own, just such an one as a fa ther en joying the

blessings of education and ci tiz enship, mig ht have felt a

consider able degr ee of pride in. H e was owned by a man called

John Dw a, who f ollo wed Òfarming and drinking, Ó and when under

the inf luenc e of liquor , was disposed to ill-tr eat the sla ves. Ezekiel

had not se en his mother f or man y years, althoug h she was living in

Baltimor e, and was known b y the name o f ÒDorcas Denby.Ó He left

no br others nor sisters.

The ide a of boys, so young and ine xperienc ed as they were, being

thr own on the w or ld, gave occasion for serious r ef lection. Still the

Commi t tee were rejoiced tha t the y were thus early in lif e, get ting

away fr om the ÒSum of all villanies. Ó In talking wi th them, the

Commi t tee endeavored to impr ess them wi th rig ht ide as as to how

they should w alk in lif e, aided them, o f course, and sen t them o ff

wi th a double shar e of advice. What has been their destin y since, is

not kno wn.

Henr y Hooper , a young man o f nine teen years of age, came fr om

Mar yland, in De cember , in a subsequent Under ground Rail Road

arriv al. That he c ame in good or der, and was aided and sent o ff, was

full y enoug h stated on the book, but nothing else; spac e, however
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was left f or the wri ting out o f his narr ativ e, but i t w as never f ille d

up. Probably the loose she et on which the i tems w ere jot ted down,

was lost.

Jacob Hall, alias Henr y Thomas, wif e Henrie t ta, and child, w ere

also among the De cember passengers. On the subje ct o f fr eedom

they were thor oughly converted. Althoug h Jacob was only about

twenty years of age, he had seen enoug h of Slavery under his

master , ÒMajor William H utchins, Ó whom he described as a Òfarmer,

commissioner , drunkar d, and har d master ,Ó to know tha t no hope

could be e xpected fr om him, but if he r emained, he would dail y

have to be under the Òharr ow.Ó The desire to w ork for himself w as

so str ong, tha t he c ould not r econcile his mind to the demands o f

Slavery. While me di tating upon fr eedom, he c onclude d to mak e an

effor t wi th his wif e and child to g o to Canada.

His wif e, Henrie t ta, who w as then owned by a woman name d

Sarah Ann M cGough, was as unhappil y situated as himself. I ndeed

Henrie t ta had c ome to the c onclusion, tha t i t w as out o f the

question f or a ser vant to ple ase her mistr ess, it mat ter ed not ho w

hard she mig ht tr y; she also said, that her mistr ess drank, and tha t

made her Òwus.Ó

Besides, she had sold Henrie t taÕs brother and sister , and was then

taking steps to sell her ,Ñhad just had her appr aised wi th this vie w.

It w as quite easy, ther efore, looking a t their c ondi tion in the lig ht

of these plain fac ts, for both husband and wif e to agr ee, that the y

could not mak e their c ondi tion an y worse, even if the y should be

captur ed in at tempting to esc ape. Henrie t ta also r emember ed, tha t

years before her mother had esc aped, and got o ff to Canada, which

was an additional enc our agement. Thus, as her own fai th w as

str engthene d, she could str engthen tha t o f her husband.

Their li t tle child the y resolved to cling to thr ough thick and thin;

so, in or der tha t the y mig ht not ha ve so far to c arr y him, fa ther and

mother e ach bridle d a horse and Òtook outÓ in the dir ection o f the

first Under ground Rail Road station. Their fai thful animals pr oved of

inc alculable ser vice, but the y were oblig ed to turn them loose on the
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road wi thout e ven having the oppor tuni ty or ple asure of r ewarding

them wi th a boun tiful f eed of oats.

Althoug h the y had str ange roads, woods and nig ht scenes to pass

thr ough, yet the y falter ed not. The y found friends and ad visers on

the r oad, however, and reached the Commi t tee in safety, who w as

made to r ejoice that such pr omising-looking Ò proper tyÓ could c ome

out o f LadiesÕ Manor, Maryland. The Commi t tee felt tha t the y had

acted wisel y in taking the horses to assist them the f irst nig ht.

The next arriv al is recorded thus: ÒDec. 10, 1855, Arrived, t wo men

fr om near Chester town, M d. They came to W ilmington in a one

horse w agon, and thr ough aid o f T.G. they were sent on.Ó (Fur ther

account at the time, wri t ten on a loose pie ce of paper , is among the

missing).

Fenton Jones escaped fr om Frederick, M d. After arriving in the

neighbor hood o f Ereildoun, P a., he was induc ed to tarr y awhile f or

the purpose o f earning me ans to c arr y him still far ther . But he w as

soon led to appr ehend dang er, and was advised and dir ected to

apply to the V igilanc e Commi t tee of Philadelphia f or the ne eded aid,

which he did, and w as dispatche d for th wi th to Canada.

About the same time a y oung w oman arriv ed, calling herself Mar y

Cur tis. She was from Baltimor e, and was prompte d to esc ape to

keep fr om being sold. She w as nineteen years of age, small size, dark

comple xion. N o special inciden ts in her lif e were note d.

William B rown c ame next. I f others had manag ed to mak e their

way out o f the prison-house wi thout gr eat dif f iculties, i t w as far

fr om William to me et wi th such g ood luck, as he had suf fered

excessively for f ive weeks while tr aveling. I t w as an easy mat ter

for a tr aveler to g et lost, not kno wing the r oads, nor w as it safe

to appl y to a str anger f or inf orma tion or dir ectionÑther efore, in

many instanc es, the journe y would ei ther ha ve to be g iven up, or be

prosecute d, suffering almost to the de ath.

In the tr ying cir cumstanc es in which W illiam f ound himself, dar k

as everything look ed, he could not c onsent to r eturn to his master ,

as he felt persuade d, tha t if he did, ther e would be no r est on earth

for him. H e well r emember ed, tha t, because he had r esisted being
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f logged (being hig h spiri ted), his master had de cline d to sell him f or

the expr ess purpose o f making an e xample o f himÑas a w arning to

the other sla ves on the plac e. William w as as much opposed to being

thus made use o f as he was to being f logged. His ref lections and his

stout he art enable d him to endur e five weeks of severe suffering

while f leeing fr om oppr ession. Of course, when he did suc ceed, the

triumph w as unspeakably joyous. Doubtless, he had thoug ht a gr eat

deal during this time, and being an in tellig ent fug itiv e, he inter ested

the Commi t tee greatl y.

The man tha t he escaped fr om w as called William Elliot t, a farmer ,

living in Princ e GeorgeÕs county, Md. William Elliot t claime d the

rig ht to f log and used i t too. W illiam, ho wever, gave him the

character o f being among the moder ate slave-holders o f tha t par t

of the c ountr y. This was certainl y a chari table vie w. William w as of

a chestnut c olor , well made, and w ould ha ve commande d, under the

Òhammer,Ó a high pric e, if his appar ent in tellig ence had not damag ed

him. H e left his fa ther , grand-mother , four sisters and t wo br others,

all living wher e he f led fr om.

Charles Henr y Brown. This Òchat telÓ was owned by Dr. Richard

Dorsey, of Cambridg e, Maryland. Up to t wenty-seven years of age,

he had experienc ed and obser ved how slaves were tr eated in his

neighbor hood, and he made up his mind tha t he w as not in fa vor o f

the I nsti tution in an y form wha tever. Indeed he felt, tha t f or a man

to put his hand in his neig hborÕs pocket and r ob him, w as nothing

compar ed to the taking o f a manÕs hard earnings fr om year to y ear.

Really Char les reasoned the c ase so well, in his uncultur ed countr y

phr ases, that the Commi t tee was rather surprise d, and admir ed his

spiri t in esc aping. He was a man of not qui te medium siz e, wi th

marked featur es of mind and char acter .

Oliver Purnell and I saac Fidget arriv ed fr om Ber lin, M d. Each

had dif ferent owners. Oliv er sta ted tha t M ose Purnell had o wned

him, and tha t he w as a toler ably moder ate kind o f a slave-holder ,

althoug h he w as occasionally subject to fr actious turns. Oliv er

simpl y gave as his reason for le aving in the manner tha t he did, tha t

he wanted his Òown earnings.Ó He felt tha t he had as good a rig ht
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to the frui t o f his labor as an ybody else. Despite all the pr o-sla very

teachings he had listene d to all his lif e, he was far fr om siding wi th

the pr o-sla very doc trines. H e was about t wenty-six y ears of age,

chestnut c olor , wide awake and a man of pr omise; yet i t w as sadly

obvious tha t he had be en blig hted and curse d by slavery even in i ts

mildest f orms. H e left his par ents, t wo br others and thr ee sisters all

slaves in the hands o f Purnell, the master whom he deser ted.

Isaac, his companion, w as about thir ty years of age, dark, and in

intelle ct about e qual to the a verage passengers on the Under ground

Rail Road. He had a very lively hope o f f inding his wif e in fr eedom,

she having escaped the pr evious Spring; but o f her wher eabouts he

was ignor ant, as he had had no tidings o f her sinc e her depar tur e.

A lady by the name o f Mrs. F idget held the de ed for I saac. He spoke

kindl y of her , as he thoug ht she tr eated her slaves quite as well at

least as the best o f slave-holders in his neig hbor hood. His view w as

a superf icial one, i t me ant onl y tha t the y had not be en beaten and

star ved half to de ath.

As the her oic adventur es and sufferings o f Slaves strugg ling f or

fr eedom, shall be r ead by coming g enerations, w ere it not f or

unquestione d statutes upholding Sla very in i ts dr eadful

heinousness, people will har dly be able to belie ve that such

atr oci ties w ere enacted in the nine teenth c entur y, under a hig hly

enlig htened, Christianiz ed, and civiliz ed governmen t. Having

already copied a statute enac ted by the State o f Vir ginia, as a sample

of Southern S tate laws, i t seems f it ting tha t the F ugitiv e Slave Bill,

enacted by the Congr ess of the Uni ted States, shall be also c opied,

in or der to c ommemor ate tha t most infamous de ed, by which, i t

may be seen, how gr eat w ere the bul warks of oppr ession to be

surmoun ted by all who soug ht to obtain fr eedom by f light.
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The Fugitive Slave Bill of 1850

ÒAN ACT RESPECTING FUGITIVES FROM JUSTICE, AND PERSONS

ESCAPING FROM THE SERVICE OF THEIR MASTERS.Ó

Be it enac ted by the Senate and H ouse of Representativ es of

the Uni ted States of Americ a in Congr ess assembled:

That the persons who ha ve been, or ma y her eafter be

appoin ted commissioners, in vir tue o f any Act o f Congr ess,

by the cir cui t cour ts of the Uni ted States, and who, in

consequence of such appoin tmen t, are authoriz ed to

exercise the po wers tha t any justic e of the pe ace or other

magistr ate o f any of the Uni ted States, may exercise in

respect to o ffenders f or any crime or o ffence against the

Uni ted States, by arr esting, imprisoning, or bailing the same

under and b y vir tue o f the thir ty-thir d section o f the ac t

of the t wenty-f our th o f September , seventeen hundr ed and

eighty-nine, en ti tle d, ÒAn act to establish the judicial c our ts

of the Uni ted States,Ó shall be, and are hereby authoriz ed and

requir ed to e xercise and dischar ge all the po wers and duties

conferr ed by this ac t.

Sec. 2. And be it fur ther enac ted: That the superior c our t

of each or ganized terri tor y of the Uni ted States, shall have

the same po wer to appoin t commissioners to tak e

acknowledgments of bail and af f idavit, and to tak e

deposi tions o f wi tnesses in civil c auses, which is no w

possessed by the cir cui t cour ts of the Uni ted States, and all

commissioners, who shall her eafter be appoin ted for such

purposes, b y the superior c our t o f any or ganized terri tor y of

the Uni ted States, shall possess all the po wers, and exercise

all the duties c onferr ed by law, upon the c ommissioners

appoin ted by the cir cui t cour ts of the Uni ted States for

similar purposes, and shall, mor eover, exercise and

dischar ge all the po wers and duties c onferr ed by this ac t.

The Fugitiv e Slave Bill o f 1850 | 559



SEC. 3. And be it fur ther enac ted: That the cir cui t cour ts

of the Uni ted States, and the superior c our ts of each

organized terri tor y of the Uni ted States, shall, fr om time to

time, enlar ge the number o f Commissioners, wi th a vie w to

afford reasonable facili ties to r eclaim fug itiv es from labor ,

and to the pr ompt dischar ge of the duties impose d by this

act.

SEC. 4. And be it fur ther enac ted, tha t the c ommissioners

above named, shall have concurr ent jurisdic tion wi th the

judges of the cir cui t and distric t cour ts of the Uni ted States,

in their r espectiv e cir cui ts and distric ts wi thin the se veral

States, and the judg es of the superior c our ts of the

Terri tories se verally and collectiv ely, in term time and

vacation; and shall gr ant certif icates to such claiman ts, upon

satisfac tor y pr oof being made, wi th authori ty to tak e and

remove such fug itiv es from ser vice or labor , under the

restric tions her ein containe d, to the S tate or terri tor y fr om

which such persons ma y have escaped or f led.

SEC. 5. And be it fur ther enac ted: That i t shall be the dut y

of all marshals and deput y marshals, to obe y and execute

all warr ants and pr ecepts issued under the pr ovisions o f

this ac t, when to them dir ected; and should an y marshal

or deput y marshal r efuse to r eceive such warr ant or other

process when tender ed, or to use all pr oper me ans dilig entl y

to execute the same, he shall, on c onviction ther eof, be

fined in the sum o f one thousand dollars to the use o f such

claiman t, on the motion o f such claiman t by the cir cui t or

distric t cour t f or the distric t o f such marshal; and af ter

arr est of such fug itiv e by the marshal, or his deput y, or

whilst a t any time in his custod y, under the pr ovisions o f this

act, should such fug itiv e escape, whether wi th or wi thout

the assent o f such marshal or his deput y, such marshal shall

be liable, on his o ff icial bond, to be pr osecute d, for the

benef it o f such claiman t, f or the full v alue of the ser vice

or labor o f said fug itiv e in the S tate, Terri tor y or distric t
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whenc e he escaped; and the be t ter to enable the said

commissioners, when thus appoin ted, to execute their

duties fai thfull y and ef f icien tl y, in conformi ty wi th the

requir ements of the Consti tution o f the Uni ted States, and

of this ac t, the y are hereby authoriz ed and empo wered,

wi thin their c ounties r espectiv ely, to appoin t in wri ting

under their hands, an y one or mor e suitable persons, fr om

time to time, to e xecute all such w arr ants and other pr ocess

as may be issued by them in the la wful perf ormanc e of their

respectiv e duties, wi th an authori ty to such c ommissioners,

or the persons to be appoin ted by them, to e xecute pr ocess

as aforesaid, to summon and c all to their aid the b ystanders

or posse comi tatus, o f the pr oper c ounty, when ne cessary to

insur e a faithful obser vance of the cla use of the Consti tution

referr ed to, in c onformi ty wi th the pr ovisions o f this ac t; and

all good ci tiz ens are hereby commande d to aid and assist

in the pr ompt and ef f icien t execution o f this la w, whenever

their ser vices may be requir ed, as aforesaid, for tha t

purpose; and said w arr ants shall run and be e xecute d by said

off icers anywher e in the State wi thin which the y are issued.

SEC. 6. And be it fur ther enac ted, That when a person

held to ser vice or labor in an y State or T erri tor y of the

Uni ted States, has hereto fore, or shall her eafter esc ape into

another S tate or T erri tor y of the Uni ted States, the person

or persons to whom such ser vice or labor ma y be due, or his,

her or their ag ent or a t torne y, duly authoriz ed, by power of

at torne y, in wri ting, ackno wledged and certif ied under the

seal of some legal o ff ice or c our t o f the State or T erri tor y, in

which the same ma y be execute d, may pursue and r eclaim

such fug itiv e person, ei ther b y pr ocuring a w arr ant fr om

some one o f the c our ts, judges, or commissioners af oresaid,

of the pr oper cir cui t, distric t or c ounty, for the

apprehension o f such fug itiv e fr om ser vice or labor , or by

seizing and arr esting such fug itiv e, wher e the same can be

done wi thout pr ocess, and by taking, or c ausing such person
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to be tak en, for th wi th, bef ore such cour t, judg e or

commissioner , whose dut y i t shall be to he ar and de termine

the c ase of such claiman t in a summar y manner , and upon

satisfac tor y pr oof being made, b y deposi tion or af f idavit,

in wri ting, to be tak en and certif ied by such cour t, judg e

or c ommissioner , or by other sa tisfac tor y testimon y, duly

taken and certif ied by some cour t, mag istr ate, justic e of the

peace, or other legal o ff icer authoriz ed to administer an

oath and tak e deposi tions under the la ws of the State or

Terri tor y fr om which such person o wing ser vice or labor

may have escaped, wi th a certif icate o f such mag istr ate, or

other a uthori ty, as aforesaid, wi th the se al of the pr oper

cour t or o ff icer ther eto at tached, which se al shall be

suff icien t to establish the c ompetenc y of the pr oof, and wi th

proof also, by aff idavit, o f the iden ti ty of the person whose

service or labor is claime d to be due, as af oresaid, that the

person so arr ested does in fac t owe service or labor to the

person or persons claiming him or her , in the State or

Terri tor y fr om which such fug itiv e may have escaped, as

aforesaid, and tha t said person esc aped, to mak e out and

deliver to such claiman t, his or her ag ent or a t torne y, a

certif icate set ting f or th the substan tial fac ts as to the

service or labor due fr om such fug itiv e to the claiman t, and

of his or her esc ape fr om the State or T erri tor y in which

such service or labor w as due, to the S tate or T erri tor y,

in which he or she w as arrested, wi th authori ty to such

claiman t, or his or her ag ent or a t torne y, to use such

reasonable force and restr aint as may be necessary, under

the cir cumstanc es of the c ase, to take and remove such

fug itiv e person back to the S tate or T erri tor y fr om whenc e

he or she ma y have escaped, as aforesaid. In no trial or

hearing, under this ac t, shall the testimon y of such alleg ed

fug itiv es be admit ted in evidenc e, and the c ertif icates in this

and the f irst se ction men tione d, shall be conclusiv e of the

rig ht o f the person or persons in whose fa vor gr anted to
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remove such fug itiv es to the State or T erri tor y fr om which

they escaped, and shall pr event all molesta tion o f

said person or persons b y any pr ocess issued by any cour t,

judge, magistr ate, or other person whomsoe ver.

SEC. 7. And be i t fur ther enac ted, That any person who

shall kno wing ly and willfull y obstruc t, hinder , or pr event

such claiman t, his agent, or a t torne y, or any person or

persons lawfull y assisting him, her or them fr om arr esting

such a fug itiv e fr om ser vice or labor , either wi th or wi thout

process, as aforesaid, or shall r escue, or at tempt to r escue,

such fug itiv e fr om ser vice or labor , or fr om the custod y of

such claiman t, his or her ag ent, or a t torne y, or other person

or persons la wfull y assisting, as aforesaid, when so arr ested,

pursuan t to the a uthori ty her ein g iven and declared, or shall

aid, abet, or assist such person, so o wing ser vice or labor ,

as aforesaid, dir ectl y or indir ectl y, to escape fr om such

claiman t, his agent or a t torne y, or other person or persons

legally authoriz ed, as aforesaid, or shall harbor or c onceal

such fug itiv e, so as to pr event the disc overy and arr est of

such person, af ter notic e or kno wledge of the fac t tha t such

person w as a fugitiv e fr om ser vice or labor , as aforesaid,

shall, for ei ther o f said offences, be subject to a f ine not

exceeding one thousand dollars, and imprisonmen t not

exceeding six mon ths, by indic tmen t and c onviction bef ore

the Distric t Cour t o f the Uni ted States, for the distric t in

which such o ffence may have been commi t ted, or bef ore the

proper c our t o f criminal jurisdic tion, if c ommi t ted wi thin

any one of the or ganized Terri tories o f the Uni ted States;

and shall, mor eover, forf eit and pa y, by way of civil damag es,

to the par ty in jured by such illegal c onduc t, the sum o f one

thousand dollars f or each fug itiv e so lost, as aforesaid, to

be recovered by action o f debt in an y of the Distric t or

Terri torial Cour ts aforesaid, wi thin whose jurisdic tion the

said offence may have been commi t ted.

SEC. 8. And be it fur ther enac ted, That the Marshals, their
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deputies, and the cler ks of the said distric ts and terri torial

cour ts, shall be paid f or their ser vices the lik e fees as may

be allowed to them f or similar ser vices in other c ases; and

wher e such services are render ed exclusiv ely in the arr est,

custod y, and deliv ery of the fug itiv es to the claiman t, his

or her ag ent, or a t torne y, or wher e such supposed fug itiv e

may be dischar ged out o f custod y fr om the w ant o f suf f icien t

proof, as aforesaid, then such f ees are to be paid in the whole

by such complainan t, his agent or a t torne y, and in all c ases

wher e the pr oceedings ar e before a Commissioner , he shall

be enti tle d to a f ee of ten dollars in full f or his ser vices

in each case, upon the deliv ery of the said c ertif icate to

the claiman t, his or her ag ent or a t torne y; or a f ee of f ive

dollars in c ases where proof shall not, in the opinion o f

said Commissioner , warr ant such c ertif icate and deliv ery,

inclusiv e of all ser vices inciden t to such arr est and

examination, to be paid in ei ther c ase, by the claiman t, his or

her agent or a t torne y. The person or persons a uthoriz ed to

execute the pr ocess to be issued by such Commissioners f or

the arr est and de ten tion o f fug itiv es from ser vice or labor ,

as aforesaid, shall also be enti tle d to a f ee of f ive dollars

each for each person he or the y may arr est and tak e before

any such Commissioners, as af oresaid, at the instanc e and

request o f such claiman t, wi th such other f ees as may be

deemed reasonable by such Commissioner f or such other

addi tional ser vices as may be necessarily perf orme d by him

or them; such as a t tending to the e xamination, k eeping the

fug itiv e in custod y, and pr oviding him wi th f ood and

lodg ings during his de ten tion, and un til the f inal

determina tion o f such Commissioner; and in g eneral for

perf orming such other duties as ma y be requir ed by such

claiman t, his or her a t torne y or agent or c ommissioner in

the pr emises; such fees to be made up in c onformi ty wi th

the f ees usually char ged by the o ff icers of the c our ts of

justic e wi thin the pr oper distric t or c ounty as far as may
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be pr actic able, and paid b y such claiman ts, their ag ents or

at torne ys, whether such suppose d fug itiv e fr om ser vice or

labor be or dered to be deliv ered to such claiman ts by the

final de termina tion o f such Commissioners or not.

SEC. 9. And be i t fur ther enac ted, That upon af f idavit

made by the claiman t o f such fug itiv e, his agent or a t torne y,

after such c ertif icate has been issued, tha t he has r eason to

apprehend tha t such fug itiv e will be r escued by force fr om

his or their possession bef ore he can be taken beyond the

limi ts of the State in which the arr est is made, i t shall be the

dut y of the o ff icer making the arr est to r etain such fug itiv e

in his custod y, and to r emove him to the S tate whenc e he

f led, and ther e to deliv er him to said claiman t, his agent

or at torne y. And to this end the o ff icer aforesaid is her eby

authoriz ed and r equir ed to emplo y so many persons as he

may deem necessary, to overcome such f orce, and to r etain

them in his ser vice so long as cir cumstanc es may requir e;

the said o ff icer and his assistan ts, while so emplo yed, to

receive the same compensation, and to be allo wed the same

expenses as are now allo wed by law for the tr anspor tation o f

criminals, to be c ertif ied by the judg e of the distric t wi thin

which the arr est is made, and paid out o f the tr easury of the

Uni ted States.

SEC. 10. And be i t fur ther enac ted, That when an y person

held to ser vice or labor in an y State or T erri tor y, or in the

Distric t o f Columbia, shall esc ape ther efr om, the par ty to

whom such ser vice or labor shall be due, his, her , or their

agent, or a t torne y may apply to an y cour t o f r ecord ther ein,

or judg e ther eof in v acation, and mak e such satisfac tor y

proof to such c our t or judg e in vacation, o f the esc ape

aforesaid, and tha t the person esc aping owed service or

labor to such par ty. Thereupon the c our t shall c ause a

record to be made o f the ma t ters so pr oved, and also a

personal description o f the person so esc aping, wi th such

convenien t certain ty as may be; and a tr anscript o f such

The Fugitiv e Slave Bill o f 1850 | 565



record, authen tic ated by the at testa tion o f the cler k, and of

the seal of said cour t being pr oduced in an y other S tate,

Terri tor y or Distric t in which the person so esc aping may

be found, and being e xhi bi ted to an y judge, commissioner ,

or other o ff icer authoriz ed by the la w of the Uni ted States

to c ause persons escaping fr om, service or labor to be

delivered up, shall be held and tak en to be full and

conclusiv e evidenc e of the fac t o f escape, and tha t the

service or labor o f the person esc aping is due to the par ty

in such r ecord men tione d. And upon the pr oduc tion, b y

the said par ty, of other and fur ther e videnc e, if necessary,

either or al or b y aff idavit, in addi tion to wha t is c ontaine d

in said r ecord of the iden ti ty of the person esc aping, he or

she shall be deliv ered up to the claiman t. And said c our t,

commissioners, judg e, or other persons a uthoriz ed by this

act to gr ant certif icates to claiman ts of fug itiv es, shall, upon

the pr oduc tion o f the r ecord and other e videnc e aforesaid,

grant to such claiman t a certif icate o f his rig ht to tak e any

such person, iden tif ied and pr oved to be o wing ser vice or

labor as aforesaid, which c ertif icate shall authoriz e such

claiman t to seiz e, or arr est, and tr anspor t such person to

the State or T erri tor y fr om which he esc aped: Provided, That

nothing her ein containe d shall be c onstrue d as requiring

the pr oduc tion o f a tr anscript o f such r ecord as evidenc e

as aforesaid, but in i ts absence, the claim shall be he ard

and determine d upon other sa tisfac tor y pr oofs competen t

in law.
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The Slave-Hunting Tragedy
in Lancaster County, in
September, 1851

ÒTREASON AT CHRISTIANA.Ó

Having inser ted the Fugitiv e Slave Bill in these r ecords of the

Under ground Rail Road, one or t wo slave cases will doubtless suf f ice

to illustr ate the ef fect o f i ts passage on the public mind, and the

color ed people in par ticular . The deepest f eelings o f loathing,

contempt and opposi tion w ere manif ested by the opponen ts of

Slavery on every hand. Anti-sla very papers, lectur ers, pr eachers,

etc., arr ayed themsel ves boldl y against i t on the gr ound o f i ts

inhumani ty and viola tion o f the la ws of God.

On the other hand, the sla ve-holders South, and their pr o-sla very

adherents in the N or th demande d the most abje ct obe dienc e fr om

all par ties, r egardless of conscienc e or obliga tion to God. I n or der to

compel such obe dienc e, as well as to pr ove the pr actic abili ty of the

law, unbounde d zeal daily mar ked the a t tempt on the par t o f slave-

holders and sla ve-c atchers to r efasten the f et ters on the limbs o f

fug itiv es in dif ferent par ts of the N or th, whi ther the y had escaped.

In this dar k hour , when c olor ed menÕs rig hts w ere so insecur e, as a

mat ter o f self -def ence, they felt c alled upon to arm themsel ves and

resist all kidnapping in truders, althoug h clothe d wi th the a uthori ty

of wick ed law. Among the most e xci ting c ases tending to justif y this

course, the f ollo wing ma y be named:

James Hamlet w as the f irst sla ve case who was summaril y

arr ested under the F ugitiv e Slave Law, and sent back to bondag e

fr om New York.
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William and Ellen Cr aft w ere hotl y pursue d to Boston b y hun ters

fr om Georgia.

Adam Gibson, a fr ee color ed man, r esiding in P hiladelphia, w as

arr ested, deliv ered in to the hands o f his alleg ed claiman ts, by

commissioner Ed ward D. Ingr aham, and hurrie d in to Slavery.

Euphemia W illiams ( the mother o f six living childr en),Ñher c ase

exci ted much in ter est and sympath y.

Shadrach was arrested and r escued in Boston.

Hannah Dellum and her child w ere returne d to Slavery fr om

Philadelphia.

Thomas Hall and his wif e were pounc ed upon a t midnig ht in

Chester c ounty, beaten and dr agged off to Slavery, etc.

And, as if gloating o ver their r epeated successes, and utter ly

regardless of all c aution, about one y ear after the passag e of this

nefarious bill, a par ty of slave-hun ters arr anged for a gr and captur e

at Christiana.

One year fr om the passage of the la w, at a time when alarm and

exci temen t w ere running hig h, the most de cided stand w as taken

at Christiana, in the S tate o f Pennsylvania, to def eat the la w, and

defend fr eedom. For tuna tel y for the fug itiv es the plans o f the sla ve-

hun ters and o ff icials le aked out while arr angements were making

in Philadelphia f or the c aptur e, and, inf orma tion being sen t to the

Anti-sla very off ice, a messenger w as at onc e dispatche d to

Christiana to put all persons suppose d to be in dang er on their

guard.

Among those thus notif ied, were brave hearts, who did not belie ve

in running a way fr om slave-c atchers. The y resolved to stand up

for the rig ht o f self -def ence. They loved li ber ty and hated Slavery,

and when the sla ve-c atchers arriv ed, the y were prepared for them.

Of the c ontest, on tha t blood y morning, w e have copied a repor t,

carefull y wri t ten at the time, b y C.M. Bur leigh, edi tor o f the

ÒPennsylvania Freeman,Ó who visited the sc ene of bat tle,

imme diatel y after i t w as over, and doubtless obtaine d as faithful an

account o f all the fac ts in the c ase, as could then be had.
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ÒLast Thursda y morning, ( the 11th inst,), a peaceful

neighbor hood in the bor ders of Lancaster c ounty, was made

the scene of a blood y bat tle, r esulting fr om an at tempt to

captur e seven color ed men as fug itiv e slaves. As the repor ts

of the af fr ay which c ame to us w ere contr adictor y, and

having good r eason to belie ve that those o f the dail y pr ess

were grossly one-side d and unfair , we repair ed to the sc ene

of the tr agedy, and, by patien t inquir y and careful

examination, ende avored to le arn the r eal facts. To do this,

fr om the v arying and c onf lic ting sta temen ts which w e

encounter ed, scarcely t wo of which agr eed in every poin t,

was not easy; but w e believe the account w e give below, as

the r esult o f these inquiries, is substan tiall y corr ect.

Very early on the 11th inst. a par ty of slave-hun ters w ent

into a neig hbor hood about t wo miles w est of Christiana,

near the e astern bor der o f Lancaster c ounty, in pursui t o f

fug itiv e slaves. The party consiste d of Edward Gorsuch, his

son, Dick erson Gorsuch, his nephe w, Dr. Pearce, Nicholas

Hutchins, and others, all fr om Baltimor e county, Md., and

one Henr y H. Kline, a notorious sla ve-c atching c onstable

fr om Philadelphia, who had be en deputiz ed by

Commissioner I ngr aham for this business. A t about da y-

dawn the y were discovered lying in an ambush ne ar the

house of one W illiam P arker, a color ed man, by an inma te

of the house, who had star ted for his w ork. He f led back

to the house, pursue d by the slave-hun ters, who en ter ed

the lo wer par t o f the house, but w ere unable to f orce their

way in to the upper par t, to which the famil y had r etir ed.

A horn w as blown fr om an upper windo w; t wo shots w ere

fir ed, both, as w e believe, thoug h we are not c ertain, b y the

assailants, one at the c olor ed man who f led in to the house,

and the other a t the inma tes, thr ough the windo w. No one

was wounde d by either . A parley ensued. The slave-holder

demanded his slaves, who he said w ere concealed in the

house. The color ed men pr esented themsel ves successively
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at the windo w, and asked if the y were the slaves claimed;

Gorsuch said, tha t nei ther o f them w as his slave. They told

him tha t the y were the onl y color ed men in the house, and

were determine d never to be tak en alive as slaves. Soon the

color ed people o f the neig hbor hood, alarme d by the horn,

began to gather , armed wi th guns, ax es, corn-cut ters, or

clubs. Mutual thr eatenings w ere ut ter ed by the t wo par ties.

The slave-holders told the blacks tha t r esistance would be

useless, as they had a par ty of thir ty men in the w oods near

by. The blacks w arned them again to le ave, as they would die

before they would go in to Slavery.

From an hour to an hour and a half passe d in these

parleyings, angr y conversations, and thr eats; the blacks

incr easing by new arriv als, until the y pr obably number ed

fr om thir ty to f if ty, most o f them arme d in some w ay. About

this time, Castner H anaway, a whi te man, and a Friend, who

resided in the neig hbor hood, r ode up, and w as soon

follo wed by Elijah Lewis, another F riend, a mer chant, in

Cooper ville, both g entlemen hig hly esteemed as wor th y and

peaceable ci tiz ens. As they came up, Kline, the deput y

marshal, or dered them to aid him, as a Uni ted States off icer,

to c aptur e the fug itiv e slaves. They refused of course, as

would an y man not ut ter ly desti tute o f honor , humani ty,

and mor al principle, and w arned the assailan ts tha t i t w as

madness for them to a t tempt to c aptur e fugitiv e slaves

ther e, or even to r emain, and begg ed them if the y wishe d

to save their o wn liv es, to leave the gr ound. Kline r eplied,

ÒDo you r eally think so ?Ó ÒYes,Ó was the answer, Òthe sooner

you leave, the bet ter , if you would pr event bloodshe d.Ó Kline

then lef t the gr ound, r etiring in to a very safe distanc e into

a cornf ield, and to ward the w oods. The blacks w ere so

exasperated by his thr eats, tha t, but f or the in terposi tion o f

the t wo whi te Friends, i t is very doubtful whe ther he w ould

have escaped wi thout in jur y. Messrs. Hanaway and Lewis

both e xerted their inf luenc e to dissuade the c olor ed people
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fr om violenc e, and would pr obably have succeeded in

restr aining them, had not the assailing par ty f ir ed upon

them. Young Gorsuch ask ed his fa ther to le ave, but the old

man r efused, declaring, as i t is said and belie ved, tha t he

would Ògo to hell, or ha ve his slaves.Ó

Finding the y could do nothing fur ther , Hanaway and Lewis

both star ted to le ave, again counselling the sla ve-hun ters to

go away, and the c olor ed people to pe ace, but had g one but

a few r ods, when one o f the inma tes of the house a t tempte d

to c ome out a t the door . Gorsuch pr esented his r evolver,

ordering him back. The c olor ed man r eplied, ÒYou had bet ter

go away, if you don Õt want to g et hur t,Ó and at the same time

pushed him aside and passe d out. Maddene d at this, and

stimula ted by the question o f his nephe w, whether he w ould

Òtake such an insult fr om a dÑÑd nigg er,Ó Gorsuch fir ed at

the c olor ed man, and w as follo wed by his son and nephe w,

who both f ir ed their r evolvers. The f ir e was returne d by

the blacks, who made a rush upon them a t the same time.

Gorsuch and his son f ell, the one de ad the other w ounde d.

The r est of the par ty after f iring their r evolvers, f led

precipi tatel y thr ough the c orn and to the w oods, pursue d

by some of the blacks. One w as wounde d, the r est escaped

unhur t. Kline, the deput y marshal, who no w boasts o f his

mir aculous escape fr om a volley of musk et-balls, had k ept

at a safe distanc e, thoug h ur ged by young Gorsuch to stand

by his father and pr otect him, when he r efused to le ave the

ground. H e of course c ame off unsc athed. Several color ed

men w ere wounde d, but none se verely. Some had their ha ts

or their clothes perf orated wi th bulle ts; others had f lesh

wounds. The y said tha t the Lor d pr otected them, and the y

shook the bulle ts fr om their clothes. One man f ound several

shot in his boot, which se emed to ha ve spent their f orce

before reaching him, and did not e ven br eak the skin. The

slave-holders ha ving f led, several neighbors, mostl y Friends

and anti-sla very men, gather ed to suc cor the w ounde d and
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take charge of the de ad. We are told tha t Parker himself

protected the w ounde d man fr om his exci ted comr ades,

and br ought w ater and a be d fr om his o wn house f or the

invalid, thus sho wing tha t he w as as magnanimous to his

fallen enem y as he was brave in the def ence of his o wn

liber ty. The young man w as then r emoved to a neig hboring

house, wher e the famil y received him wi th the tender est

kindness and paid him e very at ten tion, thoug h the y told him

in Quak er phr ase, that Òthey had no uni ty wi th his cruel

business,Ó and were very sorr y to see him engaged in i t.

He was much af fected by their kindness, and w e are told,

expr essed his r egret tha t he had be en thus engag ed, and his

determina tion, if his lif e was spared, never again to mak e

a similar a t tempt. H is wounds ar e very severe, and it is

feared mor tal. All at tempts to pr ocur e assistance to c aptur e

the fug itiv e slaves failed, the pe ople in the neig hbor hood

either not r elishing the business o f slave-c atching, or a t

least, not choosing to risk their liv es in i t. Ther e was a very

great r eluctanc e felt to g oing even to r emove the bod y and

the w ounde d man, un til se veral aboli tionists and F riends

had collected for tha t object, when others f ound c our age to

follo w on. The e xci temen t c aused by this most melanchol y

affair is v ery great among all classes. The aboli tionists, o f

course, mourn the oc curr ence, while the y see in i t a

legitima te frui t o f the Fugitiv e Slave Law, just such a har vest

of blood as the y had long f eared tha t the la w w ould pr oduce,

and which the y had earnestl y labor ed to pr event. We believe

that the y alone, of all classes of the na tion, ar e fr ee fr om

responsibili ty for i ts occurr ence, having wisel y foreseen the

danger, and fai thfull y labor ed to avert i t by removing i ts

causes, and preventing the inhuman polic y which has

hurrie d on the blood y convulsion.

The enemies o f the c olor ed people, are making this the

occasion of fr esh injuries, and a mor e bit ter f eroci ty to ward
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that def enceless people, and o f new misr epresentation and

calumnies against the aboli tionists.

The color ed people, thoug h the gr eat bod y of them had

no connection wi th this af fair , are hunted lik e partridg es

upon the moun tains, by the r elentless hor de which has be en

pour ed for th upon them, under the pr etense of arr esting the

par ties c oncerned in the f ight. W hen w e reached Christiana,

on Frida y afternoon, w e found tha t the Deput y-A t torne y

Thompson, o f Lancaster, was ther e, and had issued

warr ants, upon the deposi tions o f Kline and others, f or the

arr est of all suspected persons. A company of polic e were

scouring the neig hbor hood in se arch of color ed people,

several of whom w ere seized while a t their w ork near by, and

brought in.

CAstner H anaway and Elijah Le wis, hearing tha t w arr ants

were issued against them, c ame to Christiana, and

volun taril y gave themsel ves up, calm and str ong in the

conf idenc e of their innoc ence. They, together wi th the

arr ested color ed men, w ere sent to L ancaster jail tha t nig ht.

The next morning w e visited the gr ound o f the ba t tle,

and the famil y wher e young Gorsuch no w liv es, and while

ther e, we saw a deposi tion which he had just made, tha t he

believed no whi te persons w ere engaged in the af fr ay, beside

his own par ty. As he was on the gr ound during the whole

contr oversy, and deput y Marshall Kline had discr eetl y run

off in to the c orn-f ield, bef ore the f ighting began, the hir eling

slave-c atcherÕs eager and c onf iden t testimon y against our

whi te friends, will, w e think, w eigh lig htl y wi th impar tial

men.

On r eturning to Christiana, w e found tha t the Uni ted

States Marshal fr om the ci ty, had arriv ed at tha t plac e,

accompanie d by Commissioner I ngr aham, Mr . Jones, a

special commissioner o f the Uni ted States, fr om

Washington, the U .S. Distric t At torne y Ashmead, wi th f or ty-

f ive U.S. Marines fr om the N avy Yard, and a posse of about
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for ty of the Ci ty MarshalÕs polic e, together wi th a lar ge body

of special constables, eager f or such a manhun t, fr om

Columbia and L ancaster and other plac es. This crowd

divide d in to par ties, o f fr om ten to t wenty-f ive, and scour ed

the c ountr y, in every dir ection, f or miles ar ound, r ansacking

the houses o f the c olor ed people, and c aptur ed every

color ed man the y could f ind, wi th several color ed women,

and t wo other whi te men. N ever did our he art ble ed wi th

deeper pi ty for the pe eled and perse cute d color ed people,

than when w e saw this tr oop le t loose upon them, and

wi tnessed the terr or and distr ess which i ts appr oach exci ted

in families, wholl y innoc ent o f the char ges laid against them. Ó

On the other hand, a f ew extr acts fr om the e di torials o f some of the

leading papers, will suf f ice to sho w the sta te o f public f eeling at tha t

time, and the dr eadful opposi tion aboli tionists and fug itiv es had to

contend wi th.

From one o f the le ading dail y journals o f Philadelphia, w e copy as

follo ws:

ÒTher e can be no dif ference of opinion c oncerning the

shocking af fair which oc curr ed at Christiana, on Thursda y,

the r esisting o f a law of Congr ess by a band of arme d

negroes, wher eby the majest y of the Go vernmen t w as defied

and lif e taken in one and the same ac t. Ther e is something

mor e than a mer e ordinar y, something mor e than even a

mur derous, riot in all this. I t is an ac t o f insurr ection, w e

mig ht, considering the pe culiar class and c ondi tion o f the

guilt y par ties, almost c all i t a servile insurr ectionÑif not also

one of tr eason. Fif ty, eighty, or a hundr ed persons, whe ther

whi te or black, who ar e deli beratel y in arms f or the purpose

of r esisting the la w, even the la w for the r ecovery of fug itiv e

slaves, are in the a t ti tude o f levying w ar against the Uni ted

States; and doubl y heavy becomes the crime o f mur der in

such a case, and doubly serious the ac countabili ty of all who
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have any connection wi th the ac t as advisers, suggesters,

countenanc ers, or accessories in any way whatever.Ó

In those da ys, the paper fr om which this e xtr act is tak en,

represented the W hig par ty and the mor e moder ate and r espectable

class of ci tiz ens.

The follo wing is an e xtr act fr om a leading democr atic or gan of

Philadelphia:

ÒWe will not, ho wever, insult the r eader by arguing tha t

which has not be en her eto fore doubte d, and which is not

doubte d now, by ten honest men in the S tate, and tha t is tha t

the aboli tionists ar e implic ated in the Christiana mur der. All

the ascertaine d facts go to sho w tha t the y were the r eal, if

not the chief instiga tors. W hi te men ar e known to harbor

fug itiv es, in the neig hbor hood o f Christiana, and these whi te

men ar e known to be aboli tionists, kno wn to be oppose d to

the Fugitiv e Slave Law, and known to be the w arm friends o f

William F. Johnston, ( Governor o f the State o f Pennsylvania).

And, as if to clinch the ar gument, no less than thr ee whi te

men ar e now in the L ancaster prison, and w ere arrested

as accomplic es in the dr eadful af fair on the morning o f the

eleventh. And one o f these whi te men w as commi t ted on a

charge of hig h tr eason, on Satur day last, by Uni ted States

Commissioner I ngr aham.Ó

Another dail y paper o f opposi te poli tics thus spak e:

ÒThe unwarr antable outr age commi t ted last w eek, at

Christiana, L ancaster c ounty, is a foul stain upon the fair

name and fame o f our S tate. We are pleased to see that

the o ff icers of the Federal and State Governmen ts are upon

the tr acks of those who w ere engaged in the riot, and tha t

several arr ests have been made.

We do not wish to se e the poor misle d blacks who

participa ted in the af fair , suffer to an y great exten t, f or the y
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were but tools. The men who ar e really char geable wi th

tr eason against the Uni ted States Governmen t, and wi th

the de ath o f Mr . Gorsuch, an estimable ci tiz en of Mar yland,

are unquestionabl y white , wi th he arts black enoug h to inci te

them to the c ommission o f any crime e qual in a tr oci ty to

that commi t ted in L ancaster c ounty. Pennsylvania has now

but one c ourse to pursue, and tha t is to aid, and w arml y aid,

the Uni ted States in bring ing to c ondign punishmen t, every

man engaged in the riot. She o wes it to herself and to the

Union. Le t her in this r esolve, be just and fearless.Ó

From a leading neutr al daily paper the f ollo wing is tak en: ÒOne

would suppose fr om the ad vice of forcible r esistance, so familiar ly

given by the aboli tionists, tha t the y are qui te unaware that ther e

is any such crime as tr eason recogniz ed by the Consti tution, or

punishe d wi th de ath b y the la ws of the Uni ted States. We would

remind them, tha t not onl y is ther e such a crime, but tha t ther e is a

solemn de cision o f the Supr eme Cour t, tha t all who ar e concerned

in a conspir acy which ripens in to tr eason, whether pr esent or

absent fr om the sc ene of actual violenc e, are involved in the same

liabili ties as the imme diate actors. I f the y engage in the c onspir acy

and stimula te the tr eason, they may keep their bodies fr om the

affr ay wi thout sa ving their ne cks fr om a halter .

It w ould be v ery much to the ad vantage of socie ty, if an example

could be made o f some of these persisten t agitators, who e xci te

the ignor ant and r eckless to tr easonable violenc e, from which the y

themsel ves shrink, but who ar e, not onl y in mor als, but in la w,

equally guilt y and equally amenable to punishmen t wi th the vic tims

of their inf lammator y counsels.Ó

A number o f the most inf luential ci tiz ens represented the

occurr ence to the Go vernor as f ollo ws:

ÒTo the Go vernor o f Pennsylvania:

The undersigne d, ci tiz ens of Pennsylvania, respectfull y

represent:

That ci tiz ens of a neighboring S tate have been cruell y
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assassinated by a band of arme d outla ws at a plac e not

mor e than thr ee hoursÕ journey distan t fr om the se at o f

Governmen t and fr om the c ommer cial me tr opolis o f the

State:

That this insurr ectionar y movement in one o f the most

populous par ts of the State has been so far suc cessful as

to o verawe the loc al ministers o f justic e and paralyze the

power of the la w:

That your memorialists ar e not aware that Ôany mili tar y

forceÕ has been sent to the se at o f insurr ection, or tha t the

civil a uthori ty has been str engthene d by the adoption o f any

measures suited to the momen tous crisis.

They, ther efore, respectfull y request the chief e xecutiv e

magistr ate o f Pennsylvania to tak e into c onsider ation the

necessity of vindic ating the outr aged laws, and sustaining

the digni ty of the Common wealth on this impor tant and

melanchol y occasion.Ó

Under this hig h pr essure of public e xci temen t, thr eatening and

alarm br eathed so fr eely on every hand, tha t fug itiv e slaves and

their friends in this r egion o f Pennsylvania at le ast, were compelle d

to pass thr ough an hour o f dr eadful dar knessÑan or deal extr emely

tr ying. The authori ties o f the Uni ted States, as well as the

authori ties o f the State o f Pennsylvania and Mar yland, w ere

dilig entl y making arr ests wher ever a suspected par ty could be

found, who happene d to belong in the neig hbor hood o f Christiana.

In a very shor t time the f ollo wing persons w ere in custod y: J.

Castner H anaway, Elijah Lewis, Joseph Scarlet t, Samuel Kendig,

Henr y Spins, George Williams, Char les Hunter , Wilson Jones,

Francis Harkins, Benjamin Thomson, W illiam B rown (No. 1), William

Brown (No. 2), John H alliday, Elizabeth M osey, John M organ, Joseph

Berr y, John N or ton, Denis S mi th, H arvey Scot t, Susan Clark, Tansy

Brown, Eliza Brown, Eliza Parker, Hannah Pinckne y, Rober t Johnson,

Miller Thompson, I saiah Clark, and Jonathan Black.

These were not all, but suf f iced for a beg inning; a t le ast i t made
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an inter esting en ter tainmen t f or the f irst da yÕs examination; and

althoug h ther e were two or thr ee non-r esistant Quak ers, and a

number o f poor def enceless color ed women among those thus

taken as prisoners, still i t seemed ut ter ly impossi ble for the

exasperated defenders o f Slavery to div est themsel ves of the ide a,

that this her oic de ed, in self -def ence, on the par t o f men who f elt

that their li ber ties w ere in dang er, was anything less than ac tuall y

levying w ar against the Uni ted States.

According ly, ther efore, the hearing gr avely took plac e at

Lancaster. On the side o f the Common wealth, the f ollo wing

distinguishe d counsel appe ared on examination: H on. John L.

Thompson, Distric t At torne y; Wm. B. Faulney, Esq.; Thos. E. Franklin,

Esq., At torne y-Gener al of Lancaster c ounty; George L. Ashmead,

Esq., of Philadelphia, r epresentativ e of the Uni ted States authori ties;

and Hon. Rober t Brent, At torne y-Gener al of Mar yland.

For the def enceÑHon. Thaddeus Stevens, Reah Frazer, Messrs.

Ford, Cline, and Dick ey, Esquires.

From a r epor t o f the f irst da yÕs hearing w e copy a shor t extr act, as

follo ws:

ÒThe exci temen t at Christiana, during y esterday, was very

great. Several hundr ed persons w ere present, and the

deepest f eeling w as manifested against the perpe tr ators o f

the outr age. At t wo oÕclock y esterday afternoon, the Uni ted

States Marshal, Mr . Rober ts, Uni ted States Distric t At torne y,

J.H. Ashmead, Esq., Mr. Commissioner I ngr aham, and

Recorder Lee, accompanie d by the Uni ted States Marines,

returne d to the ci ty. Lieut. Johnson, and o ff icers Lewis S.

Brest, Samuel Mi tchell, Char les McCully, Samuel Neff, Jacob

Albrig ht, Rober t M cEwen, and ÑÑ P erkenpine, b y dir ection

of the Uni ted States Marshal, had char ge of the f ollo wing

named prisoners, who w ere safely lodg ed in M oyamensing

prison, ac companie d by the Marines:Ñ Joseph Scarlet t,

(whi te), William B rown, Ezekiel Thompson, I saiah Clarkson,

Daniel Caulsberr y, Benjamin Pender grass, Elijah Clark,
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George W.H. Scot t, Miller Thompson, and Samuel H anson,

all color ed. The last thr ee were placed in the debtorsÕ

apartmen t, and the others in the criminal apar tmen t o f the

Moyamensing prison to a wait their trial f or tr eason, &c.Ó

In alluding to the se cond dayÕs doings, the P hiladelphia Le dger thus

represented mat ters at the f ield o f bat tle:

ÒThe in tellig ence received last evening, r epresents the

countr y for miles ar ound, to be in as much e xci temen t as

at any time sinc e the horri ble deed was commi t ted. The

off icers sent ther e at the instanc e of the pr oper authori ties

are making dilig ent search in e very dir ection, and se curing

every person against whom the le ast suspicion is a t tached.

The polic e force fr om this ci ty, amounting to about sixt y

men, are under the marshalship o f Lieut. Ellis. Just as the

cars star ted east, in the af ternoon, f ive mor e prisoners who

were secur ed at a plac e called the W elsh Mountains, t welve

miles distan t, w ere brought in to Christiana. The y were

placed in custod y until such time as a he aring will tak e

place.Ó

Althoug h the g overnmen t had summone d i ts ablest legal talen t and

the popular sen timen t w as as a hundred to one against W illiam

Parker and his br ave comr ades who had made the sla ve-hun ter Òbite

the dust, Ó most nobly did Thaddeus S tevens prove that he w as not

to be c owed, tha t he belie ved in the stirring sen timen t so much

applauded by the Americ an people, ÒGive me li ber ty, or g ive me

death,Ó not only for the whi te man but f or all men. Thus standing

upon such gr eat and in vulner able principles, i t w as soon discovered

that one c ould chase a thousand, and t wo put ten thousand to f light

in lat ter as w ell as in former times.

At f irst e ven the friends o f fr eedom thoug ht tha t the killing o f

Gorsuch w as not onl y wr ong, but unf or tuna te f or the c ause.

Scarcely a week passed, however, before the ma t ter w as looked

upon in a far dif ferent lig ht, and i t w as pret ty generally thoug ht tha t,
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if the Lor d had not a dir ect hand in i t, the c ause of Freedom at le ast

would be gr eatl y benef ited ther eby.

And just in pr opor tion as the masses crie d, Treason! Treason!

the hosts o f fr eedom fr om one end o f the land to the other w ere

awakened to sympa thiz e wi th the sla ve. Thousands w ere soon

aroused to sho w sympath y who had hi ther to be en dorman t.

Hundr eds visi ted the prisoners in their cells to gr eet, che er, and

offer them aid and c ounsel in their hour o f sore trial.

The friends o f fr eedom r emained calm even while the pr o-sla very

par ty were fier cely raging and g loating o ver the pr ospect, as the y

eviden tl y thoug ht o f the satisfac tion to be deriv ed fr om te aching

the aboli tionists a lesson fr om the sc affold, which w ould in futur e

prevent Under ground Rail Road passengers fr om killing their

masters when in pursui t o f them.

Thr ough the ef for ts of the a uthori ties thr ee whi te men, and

twenty-seven color ed had been safely lodg ed in M oyamensing

prison, under the char ge of tr eason. The authori ties, ho wever, had

ut ter ly failed to c atch the her o, William P arker, as he had been sent

to Canada, vi‰the Under ground Rail Road, and was thus Òsit ting

under his o wn vine and f ig tr ee, wher e none dar ed to molest, or

make him afr aid.Ó

As an act o f simple justic e it may her e be stated tha t the

aboli tionists and prisoners f ound a true friend and all y at le ast in

one Uni ted States off icial, who, b y the w ay, figur ed pr ominen tl y

in making arr ests, etc., namel y: the Uni ted States Marshal, A.E.

Rober ts. In all his in ter course wi th the prisoners and their friends,

he plainl y showed tha t all his sympa thies w ere on the side o f

Freedom, and not wi th the popular pr o-sla very sentimen t which

clamor ed so loudl y against tr aitors and aboli tionists.

Two of his prisoners had be en iden tif ied in the jail as fug itiv e

slaves by their o wners. W hen the trial c ame on these t wo individuals

were among the missing. H ow the y escaped was unknown; the

Marshal, ho wever, was strongly suspected of being a friend o f the

Under ground Rail Road, and to add no w, that those suspicions w ere

founde d on fac t, will, doubtless, do him no damag e.
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In or der to dr aw the c ontr ast between Freedom and Slavery,

simpl y wi th a vie w of showing ho w the po wers tha t w ere acted

and judged in the da ys of the r eign of the Fugitiv e Slave Law,

unquestionabl y nothing be t ter c ould be f ound to me et the

requir ements of this issue than the char ge of Judge Kane, couple d

wi th the indic tmen t o f the Gr and Jury. In the lig ht o f the

Emancipation and the F if teenth Amendmen t, the y are too

tr ansparent to ne ed a single word of commen t. Judge and jur y

having f ound the ac cused char geable wi th T reason, nothing

remained, so far as the men w ere concerned, but to bide their time

as best the y could in prison. M ost o f them w ere marrie d, and had

wives and childr en cling ing to them in this hour o f fearful looking

for o f judgmen t.

THE LAW OF TREASON, AS LAID
DOWN BY JUDGE KANE.

The follo wing char ge to the Gr and Jury of the Uni ted States Distric t

Cour t, in r eference to the Sla ve-hun ting af fr ay in L ancaster c ounty,

and pr eparator y to their f inding bills o f indic tmen t against the

prisoners, w as delivered on M onday, September 28, by Judge Kane:

ÒGentlemen o f the Gr and Jury:ÑIt has been represented to

me, tha t sinc e we met last, cir cumstanc es have occurr ed

in one o f the neig hboring c ounties in our Distric t, which

should c all for y our pr ompt scrutin y, and per haps for the

energetic ac tion o f the Cour t. I t is said, tha t a ci tiz en of

the State o f Mar yland, who had c ome in to Pennsylvania to

reclaim a fug itiv e fr om labor , was forcibly obstruc ted in the

at tempt b y a body of arme d men, assaulte d, beaten and

mur dered; tha t some members o f his famil y, who had

accompanie d him in the pursui t, w ere at the same time, and

The Slave-Hunting T ragedy in L ancaster Coun ty, in September , 1851| 581



by the same par ty maltr eated and grie vously wounde d; and

that an o ff icer of justic e, consti tute d under the a uthori ty of

this Cour t, who soug ht to arr est the fug itiv e, was impeded

and r epelled by menaces and violenc e, while pr oclaiming his

character , and exhi bi ting his w arr ant. I t is said, too, tha t the

time and manner o f these outr ages, their asser ted object,

the denuncia tions b y which the y were preceded, and the

simultane ous action o f most o f the guilt y par ties, evinc ed

a combine d purpose f orcibly to r esist and mak e nugator y

a consti tutional pr ovision, and the sta tutes enac ted in

pursuanc e of i t: and i t is adde d, in c onf irma tion o f this,

that f or some mon ths back, gatherings o f people, str angers,

as well as ci tiz ens, have been held fr om time to time in

the vicini ty of the plac e of the r ecent outbr eaks, at which

exhor tations w ere made and ple dges inter changed to hold

the law for the r ecovery of fug itiv e slaves as of no validi ty,

and to def y i ts execution. S uch ar e some of the

representations tha t have been made in m y hearing, and

in r egard to which, i t has become your dut y, as the Grand

Inquest o f the Distric t, to mak e legal inquir y. Personall y, I

know nothing o f the fac ts, or the e videnc e relating to them.

As a member o f the Cour t, bef ore which the ac cused persons

may her eafter be arr aigned and trie d, I have sought to k eep

my mind altog ether fr ee fr om any impr essions of their guilt

or innoc ence, and even fr om an extr a-judicial kno wledge

of the cir cumstanc es which must de termine the legal

character o f the o ffence that has thus be en perpe tr ated. It

is due to the gr eat in ter ests of public justic e, no less than to

the par ties implic ated in a criminal char ge, that their c ause

should be in no wise and in no degr ee prejudged. And in

referring, ther efore, to the r epresentations which ha ve been

made to me, I ha ve no other obje ct than to poin t you to the

reasons for m y addr essing you at this ad vanced period o f

our sessions, and to enable y ou to appl y wi th mor e facili ty
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and certain ty the principles and rules o f law, which I shall

proceed to la y before you.

If the cir cumstanc es, to which I ha ve adverted, have in

fact tak en place, they involve the hig hest crime kno wn to

our la ws. Treason against the Uni ted States is def ined by the

Consti tution, Ar t. 3, Sec. 3, cl. 1, to consist in Òlevying w ar

against them, or adhering to their enemies, g iving them aid

and comf or t.Ó This defini tion is borr owed fr om the ancien t

Law of England, Stat. 25, Edw. 3, Stat. 5, Chap. 2, and i ts

terms must be understood, o f course, in the sense which

they bor e in tha t law, and which obtaine d her e when the

Consti tution w as adopted. The expr ession, Òlevying w ar,Ó so

regarded, embr aces not mer ely the ac t o f formal or de clared

war, but an y combina tion f orcibly to pr event or oppose the

execution or enf orcement o f a pr ovision o f the Consti tution,

or o f a public S tatute, if ac companie d or f ollo wed by an act

of forcible opposi tion in pursuanc e of such c ombina tion.

This, in substanc e, has been the in terpr etation g iven to

these w ords by the Eng lish Judges, and it has been unif orml y

and full y recogniz ed and adopte d in the Cour ts of the Uni ted

States. (See Foster , Hale, and Hawkins, and the opinions o f

Iredell, Pat terson, Chase, Marshall, and W ashington, J.J., of

the Supr eme Cour t, and o f Peters, D .J., in U.S. vs. Vijol, U.S.

vs. Mitchell, U .S. vs. Fries, U.S. vs. Bollman and Swartwout,

and U.S. vs. Burr ).

The def ini tion, as y ou will obser ve, includes t wo

particulars, both o f them indispensable elemen ts of the

offence. There must ha ve been a combina tion or c onspiring

together to oppose the la w by force, and some actual f orce

must ha ve been exerted, or the crime o f tr eason is not

consumma ted. The hig hest, or a t le ast the dir ect pr oof of

the c ombina tion ma y be found in the de clared purposes o f

the individual par ty before the actual outbr eak; or i t may be

deriv ed fr om the pr oceedings o f meetings, in which he took

par t openl y; or which he ei ther pr ompte d, or made ef fectiv e
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by his countenanc e or sanction,Ñc ommending, c ounselling

and instiga ting f orcible r esistance to the la w. I speak, of

course, o f a conspiring to r esist a law, not the mor e limi ted

purpose to viola te i t, or to pr event i ts applic ation and

enforcement in a par ticular c ase, or against a par ticular

individual. The c ombina tion must be dir ected against the

law i tself. But such dir ect pr oof of this elemen t o f the

offence is not legall y necessary to establish i ts existenc e.

The concert o f purpose ma y be deduced fr om the c oncerted

action i tself, or i t may be inf err ed fr om fac ts occurring a t

the time, or af ter wards, as well as before. Besides this, ther e

must be some ac t o f violenc e, as the result or c onsequence

of the c ombining.

But her e again, it is not ne cessary to pr ove that the

individual ac cused was a direct, personal ac tor in the

violenc e. If he w as present, dir ecting, aiding, abe t ting,

counselling, or c ountenancing i t, he is in la w guilt y of the

forcible act. Nor is even his personal pr esence indispensable.

Thoug h he be absent at the time o f i ts actual perpe tr ation,

yet, if he dir ected the ac t, devised, or kno wing ly furnishe d

the me ans for c arr ying i t in to ef fect, instiga ted others to

perf orm i t, he shar es their guilt.

In tr eason ther e are no accessories. Ther e has been, I fear,

an err oneous impr ession on this subje ct, among a por tion

of our pe ople. I f i t has been thoug ht safe, to counsel and

instiga te others to ac ts of forcible oppugna tion to the

provisions o f a statute, to inf lame the minds o f the ignor ant

by appeals to passion, and denuncia tions o f the la w as

oppr essive, unjust, r evolting to the c onscienc e, and not

binding on the ac tions o f men, to r epresent the c onsti tution

of the land as a c ompact o f iniqui ty, which i t w ere

meri torious to viola te or sub vert, the mistak e has been a

grievous one; and the y who ha ve fallen in to i t may rejoice,

if per adventur e their appe als and their c ounsels have been

hi ther to wi thout ef fect. The supr emacy of the c onsti tution,
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in all i ts pr ovisions, is at the v ery basis of our e xistenc e as a

nation. H e, whose conscienc e, or whose the ories o f poli tic al

or individual rig ht, f orbid him to suppor t and main tain i t

in i ts fullest in tegri ty, may relieve himself fr om the duties

of ci tiz enship, by divesting himself o f i ts rig hts. But while

he remains wi thin our bor ders, he is to r emember , that

successfully to instiga te tr eason, is to c ommi t i t. I shall not

be supposed to impl y in these r emarks, that I ha ve doubts o f

the law-abiding char acter o f our pe ople. No one can know

them w ell, wi thout the most en tir e reliance on their f ideli ty

to the c onsti tution. Some o f them ma y dif fer fr om the mass,

as to the rig htfulness or the wisdom o f this or the other

provision tha t is f ound in the f ederal compact, the y may be

divide d in sen timen t as to the polic y of a par ticular sta tute,

or o f some pr ovision in a sta tute; but i t is their honest

purpose to stand b y the engag ements, all the engag ements,

which bind them to their br ethr en of the other S tates. They

have but one c ountr y; the y recogniz e no law of hig her social

obligation than i ts consti tution and the la ws made in

pursuanc e of i t; the y recogniz e no hig her appe al than to

the tri bunals i t has appoin ted; the y cherish no pa triotism

that looks be yond the union o f the States. That ther e are

men her e, as elsewher e, whom a misguide d zeal impels to

violations o f law; tha t ther e are others who ar e contr olled

by false sympathies, and some who yield too r eadily and

too full y to sympa thies not al ways false, or if false, y et

pardonable, and be come criminal b y yielding, tha t w e have,

not onl y in our jails and almshouses, but segr egated her e and

ther e in detached por tions o f the State, ignor ant men, man y

of them wi thout poli tic al rig hts, degr aded in social posi tion,

and instinc tiv e of r evolt, all this is true. I t is pr oved by the

daily record of our polic e cour ts, and by the inef fectiv e

labors o f those g ood men among us, who se ek to de tach

want fr om tempta tion, passion fr om violenc e, and ignor ance

fr om crime.
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But i t should not be suppose d tha t any of these r epresent

the sen timen t o f Pennsylvania, and i t w ould be to wr ong

our pe ople sor ely, to include them in the same c ategor y

of personal, social, or poli tic al mor als. It is declared in the

article o f the c onsti tution, which I ha ve already ci ted, tha t

Ôno person shall be c onvicted of tr eason, unless on the

testimon y of t wo wi tnesses to the same o vert act, or on

confession in open c our t.Õ This and the corr esponding

language in the ac t o f Congr ess of the 30th o f April, 1790,

seem to r efer to the pr oofs on the trial, and not to the

preliminar y hearing bef ore the c ommi t ting mag istr ate, or

the pr oceeding bef ore the gr and inquest. Ther e can be no

conviction un til af ter arr aignmen t on bill f ound. The

previous action in the c ase is not a trial, and c annot c onvict,

whatever be the e videnc e or the number o f wi tnesses. I

understand this to ha ve been the opinion en ter taine d by

Chief Justic e Marshall, 1 BurrÕs Trial, 195, and thoug h i t

dif fers fr om tha t expr essed by Judge Iredell on the

indic tmen t o f Fries, (1 Whart. Am. St. Tr. 480), I feel

authoriz ed to r ecommend i t to y ou, as wi thin the terms o f

the Consti tution, and in volving no in justic e to the ac cused. I

have only to add tha t tr eason against the Uni ted States, may

be commi t ted by any one r esident or sojourning wi thin i ts

terri tor y, and under the pr otection o f i ts laws, whether he

be a citiz en or an alien. (F ost. C.L. 183, 5.Ñ1 Hale 59, 60, 62. 1

Hawk. ch. 17, ¤ 5, Kel. 38).

Besides the crime o f tr eason, which I ha ve thus notic ed,

ther e are offences of minor gr ades, against the Consti tution

and the State, some or other o f which ma y be apparentl y

establishe d by the e videnc e that will c ome bef ore you. These

are embr aced in the ac t o f Congr ess, on the 30th o f Sept.,

1790, Ch. 9, Sec. 22, on the subje ct o f obstruc ting or r esisting

the ser vice of legal pr ocess,Ñthe ac t o f the 2d o f Mar ch,

1831, Chap. 99, Sec. 2, which se cur es the jur ors, wi tnesses,

and off icers of our Cour ts in the f earless, free, and impar tial
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administr ation o f their r espectiv e func tions,Ñand the ac t

of the 18th o f September , 1850, Ch. 60, which r elates mor e

par ticular ly to the r escue, or at tempte d rescue of a fug itiv e

fr om labor . These Acts were made the subje ct o f a char ge

to the Gr and Jury of this Cour t in N ovember last, o f which I

shall dir ect a copy to be laid bef ore you; and I do not de em i t

necessary to r epeat their pr ovisions at this time.

Gentlemen o f the Gr and Jury: You are about to en ter upon

a most gr ave and momen tous dut y. You will be c areful in

perf orming i t, not to permi t your indigna tion against crime,

or y our just appr eciation o f i ts perilous c onsequences, to

inf luenc e your judgmen t o f the guilt o f those who ma y be

charged before you wi th i ts commission. B ut y ou will be

careful, also, tha t no misguide d chari ty shall persuade y ou

to wi thhold the guilt y fr om the r etri butions o f justic e. You

will inquir e whether an o ffence has been commi t ted, what

was its legal char acter , and who w ere the o ffenders,Ñand

this done, and this onl y, you will mak e your pr esentmen ts

according to the e videnc e and the la w. Your inquiries will

not be r estric ted to the c onduc t o f the pe ople belong ing to

our o wn State. I f in the pr ogress of them, y ou shall f ind,

that men ha ve been among us, who, under wha tever mask

of conscienc e or o f peace, have labor ed to inci te others to

tr easonable violenc e, and who, af ter arr anging the elemen ts

of the mischief, ha ve wi thdr awn themsel ves to await the

explosion the y had contriv ed, you will f eel yoursel ves bound

to pr esent the fac t to the Cour t,Ñand ho wever distan t may

be the plac e in which the o ffenders may have sought r efuge,

we give you the ple dge of the la w, that i ts far -r eaching

energies shall be exerted to bring them up f or trial,Ñif guilt y,

to punishmen t. The o ffence of tr eason is not triable in this

Cour t; but b y an act o f Congr ess, passed on the 8th o f

August, 1845, Chap. 98, it is made la wful f or the Gr and Jury,

empanelle d and sworn in the Distric t Cour t, to tak e

cognizanc e of all the indic tmen ts for crimes against the
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Uni ted States wi thin the jurisdic tion o f ei ther o f the Federal

Cour ts of the Distric t. Ther e being no Gr and Jury in

at tendanc e at this time in the Cir cui t Cour t, to pass upon

the accusations I ha ve referr ed to in the f irst instanc e, it

has fallen to m y lot to assume the r esponsible off ice of

expounding to y ou the la w in r egard to them. I ha ve the

satisfac tion o f kno wing, tha t if the vie ws I have expr essed

are in any respect err oneous, the y must under go the

revision o f my learned br other o f the Supr eme Cour t, who

presides in this Cir cui t, bef ore they can oper ate to the

serious pr ejudic e of any one; and tha t if the y are doubtful

even, pr ovision e xists f or their r e-examination in the hig hest

tri bunal o f the c ountr y.Ó

On the str ength o f Judge KaneÕs carefull y-dr awn up char ge the

Grand Jury found true bills o f indic tmen t against f or ty of the

Christiana o ffenders, char ged wi th tr eason. James Jackson, an aged

member o f the Socie ty of Friends ( a Quaker), and a well-kno wn

non-r esistant aboli tionist, w as of this number . With his name the

blanks w ere fille d up; the same f orm ( wi th r egard to these bills ) was

emplo yed in the c ase of each one of the ac cused. The follo wing is a

COPY OF THE INDICTMENT.

Eastern Distric t o f Pennsylvania, ss.:

The Grand Inquest o f the Uni ted States of Americ a,

inquiring f or the Eastern Distric t o f Pennsylvania, on their

oaths and af f irma tions, r espectfull y do pr esent, tha t James

Jackson, yeoman of the Distric t aforesaid, owing alleg iance

to the Uni ted States of Americ a, wickedly devising and

intending the pe ace and tr anquili ty of said Uni ted States, to

disturb, and pr event the e xecution o f the la ws ther eof wi thin

the same, to wi t, a law of the Uni ted States, enti tle d ÒAn act
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respecting fug itiv es from justic e and persons esc aping fr om

the ser vice of their masters, Ó approved Februar y t welf th,

one thousand se ven hundr ed and nine ty-thr ee, and also a

law of the Uni ted States, enti tle d ÒAn act to amend, and

supplemen tar y to, the ac t en ti tle d, An act r especting

fug itiv es from justic e and persons esc aping fr om the ser vice

of their masters, appr oved Februar y the t welf th, one

thousand se ven hundr ed and nine ty-thr ee,Ó which lat ter

supplemen tar y act w as approved September eig hteenth,

one thousand eig ht hundr ed and f if ty, on the ele venth da y

of September , in the y ear of our Lor d, one thousand eig ht

hundr ed and f if ty-one, in the c ounty of Lancaster, in the

State o f Pennsylvania and Distric t aforesaid, and wi thin the

jurisdic tion o f this Cour t, wick edly and tr aitor ously did

intend to le vy war against the Uni ted States wi thin the same.

And to fulf ill and bring to ef fect the said tr aitor ous in ten tion

of him, the said J ames Jackson, he, the said James Jackson

after ward, to wi t, on the da y and year aforesaid, in the State,

Distric t and Coun ty aforesaid, and wi thin the jurisdic tion o f

this Cour t, wi th a gr eat multi tude o f persons, whose names,

to this I nquest ar e as yet unkno wn, to a gr eat number , to

wi t, to the number o f one hundr ed persons and up wards,

armed and arr ayed in a w arlike manner , that is to sa y, wi th

guns, swords, and other w arlike weapons, as well o ffensive

as defensive, being then and ther e unlawfull y and

tr aitor ously assembled, did tr aitor ously assemble and

combine against the said Uni ted States, and then and ther e,

wi th f orce and arms, wick edly and tr aitor ously, and wi th the

wick ed and tr aitor ous in ten tion to oppose and pr event, by

means of in timida tion and violenc e, the execution o f the said

laws of the Uni ted States wi thin the same, did arr ay and

dispose themsel ves in a warlike and hostile manner against

the said Uni ted States, and then and ther e, wi th f orce and

arms, in pursuanc e of such their tr aitor ous in ten tion, he, the

said James Jackson, wi th the said persons so as af oresaid,
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wick edly and tr aitor ously did le vy war against the Uni ted

States.

And fur ther , to fulf ill and bring to ef fect the said tr aitor ous

inten tion o f him, the said J ames Jackson, and in pursuanc e

and in e xecution o f the said wick ed and tr aitor ous

combina tion to oppose, r esist and pr event the said la ws of

the Uni ted States fr om being c arrie d in to execution, he, the

said James Jackson, after wards, to wi t, on the da y and year

f irst af oresaid, in the State, Distric t and c ounty aforesaid,

and wi thin the jurisdic tion af oresaid, wi th the said persons

whose names to this I nquest ar e as yet unkno wn, did,

wick edly and tr aitor ously assemble against the said Uni ted

States, wi th the a vowed in ten tion b y force of arms and

intimida tion to pr event the e xecution o f the said la ws of

the Uni ted States wi thin the same; and in pursuanc e and

execution o f such their wick ed and tr aitor ous combina tion,

he, the said James Jackson, then and ther e wi th f orce and

arms, wi th the said persons to a gr eat number , to wi t, the

number o f one hundr ed persons and up wards, armed and

arr ayed in a w arlike manner , that is to sa y, wi th guns,

swords, and other w arlike weapons, as well o ffensive as

defensive, being then and ther e, unlawfull y and tr aitor ously

assembled, did wick edly, knowing ly, and tr aitor ously resist

and oppose one H enr y H. Kline, an o ff icer, duly appoin ted by

Edward D. Ingr aham, Esq., a commissioner , duly appoin ted

by the Cir cui t Cour t o f the Uni ted States, for the said

distric t, in the e xecution o f the dut y of the o ff ice of the said

Kline, he, the said Kline, being appoin ted by the said Ed ward

Ingr aham, Esq., by wri ting under his hand, to e xecute

warr ants and other pr ocess issued by him, the said

Ingr aham, in the perf ormanc e of his duties as

Commissioner , under the said la ws of the Uni ted States, and

then and ther e, wi th f orce and arms, wi th the said gr eat

multi tude o f persons, so as, aforesaid, unlawfull y and

tr aitor ously assembled, and arme d and arr ayed in manner
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as aforesaid, he, the said, James Jackson, wick edly and

tr aitor ously did oppose and r esist, and pr event the said

Kline, fr om executing the la wful pr ocess to him dir ected and

delivered by the said c ommissioner against sundr y persons,

then r esidents of said county, who had be en legall y char ged

before the said c ommissioner as being persons held to

service or labor in the S tate o f Mar yland, and o wing such

service or labor to a c ertain Ed ward Gorsuch, under the

laws of the said State o f Mar yland, had escaped ther efr om,

into the said Eastern distric t o f Pennsylvania; which pr ocess,

duly issued by the said c ommissioner , the said Kline then

and ther e had in his possession, and w as then and ther e

proceeding to e xecute, as by law he w as bound to do; and

so the gr and inquest, upon their r espectiv e oaths and

aff irma tions af oresaid, do say, that the said James Jackson,

in manner af oresaid, as much as in him la y, wick edly and

tr aitor ously did pr event, by means of force and in timida tion,

the execution o f the said la ws of the Uni ted States, in the

said State and Distric t. And fur ther , to fulf ill and bring to

effect, the said tr aitor ous in ten tion o f him, the said J ames

Jackson, and in fur ther pursuanc e, and in the e xecution o f

the said wick ed and tr aitor ous combina tion to e xpose,

resist, and pr event the e xecution o f the said la ws of the said

Uni ted States, in the S tate and Distric t aforesaid, he, the said

James Jackson, after wards, to wi t, on the da y and year f irst

aforesaid, in the State, county, and distric t aforesaid, and

wi thin the jurisdic tion o f this c our t, wi th the said persons

whose names to the gr and inquest af oresaid, are as yet

unkno wn, did, wick edly and tr aitor ously assemble against

the said Uni ted States wi th the a vowed in ten tion, b y means

of force and in timida tion, to pr event the e xecution o f the

said laws of the Uni ted States in the S tate and distric t

aforesaid, and in pursuanc e and execution o f such, their

wick ed and tr aitor ous combina tion and in ten tion, then and

ther e to the S tate, distric t, and c ounty aforesaid, and wi thin

The Slave-Hunting T ragedy in L ancaster Coun ty, in September , 1851| 591



the jurisdic tion o f this c our t, wi th f orce and arms, wi th a

great multi tude o f persons, to wi t, the number o f one

hundr ed persons and up wards, armed and arr ayed in a

warlike manner , that is to sa y, wi th guns, sw ords, and other

warlike weapons, as well o ffensive as defensive, being then

and ther e unlawfull y and tr aitor ously assembled, he, the

said James Jackson, did, kno wing ly, and unlawfull y assault

the said H enr y H. Kline, he, the said Kline, being an o ff icer

appoin ted by wri ting, under the hand o f the said Ed ward D.

Ingr aham, Esq., a commissioner under said la ws, to execute

warr ants and other pr ocess, issued by the said

commissioner in the perf ormanc e of his duties as such; and

he, the said James Jackson, did, then and ther e, tr aitor ously,

wi th f orce and arms, against the will o f the said Kline,

li berate and tak e out o f his custod y, persons by him bef ore

that time arr ested, and in his la wful custod y, then and ther e

being, by vir tue o f lawful pr ocess against them issue d by

the said c ommissioner , they being legall y char ged wi th being

persons held to ser vice or labor in the S tate o f Mar yland, and

owing such ser vice or labor to a c ertain Ed ward Gorsuch,

under the la ws of the said State o f Mar yland, who had

escaped ther efr om in to the said distric t; and so the gr and

inquest af oresaid, upon their oa ths and af f irma tions,

aforesaid, do say, that he, the said James Jackson, as much as

in him la y, did, then and ther e, in pursuanc e and in execution

of the said wick ed and tr aitor ous combina tion and in ten tion,

wick edly and tr aitor ously, by means of force and

intimida tion, pr event the e xecution o f the said la ws of the

Uni ted States, in the said S tate and distric t.

And fur ther to fulf ill and bring to ef fect, the said tr aitor ous

inten tion o f him, the said J ames Jackson, and in pursuanc e

and in e xecution o f the said wick ed and tr aitor ous

combina tion to oppose, r esist and pr event the said la ws of

the Uni ted States fr om being c arrie d in to execution, he, the

said James Jackson, after wards, to wi t, on the da y and year
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f irst af oresaid, and on div ers other da ys, both bef ore and

after wards in the S tate and distric t aforesaid, and wi thin

the jurisdic tion o f this c our t, wi th the said persons to this

inquest as y et unkno wn, maliciousl y and tr aitor ously did

meet, conspir e, consult, and agr ee among themsel ves,

fur ther to oppose, r esist, and pr event, by means of force and

intimida tion, the e xecution o f the said la ws her ein bef ore

specif ied.

And fur ther to fulf ill, perf ect, and bring to ef fect the said

tr aitor ous in ten tion o f him the said J ames Jackson, and in

pursuanc e and execution o f the said wick ed and tr aitor ous

combina tion to oppose and r esist the said la ws of the Uni ted

States fr om being c arrie d in to execution, in the S tate and

distric t aforesaid, he, the said James Jackson, tog ether wi th

the other persons whose names ar e to this inquest as y et

unkno wn, on the da y and year f irst af oresaid, and on div ers

other da ys and times, as w ell bef ore and after , at the distric t

aforesaid, wi thin the jurisdic tion o f said cour t, wi th f orce

and arms, maliciousl y and tr aitor ously did pr epare and

compose, and did then and ther e maliciousl y and

tr aitor ously cause and pr ocur e to be pr epared and

composed, divers books, pamphle ts, let ters, de clarations,

resolutions, addr esses, papers and wri tings, and did then

and ther e maliciousl y and tr aitor ously publish and disperse

and cause to be publishe d and disperse d, divers other books

and pamphle ts, let ters, de clarations, r esolutions, addr esses,

papers and wri tings; the said books, pamphle ts, let ters,

declarations, r esolutions, addr esses, papers and wri tings, so

respectiv ely pr epared, composed, publishe d and disperse d,

as last aforesaid, containing ther ein, amongst other things,

inci temen ts, encour agements, and exhor tations, to mo ve,

induc e and persuade persons held to ser vice in any of the

Uni ted States, by the la ws ther eof, who had esc aped in to

the said distric t, as well as other persons, ci tiz ens of said

distric t, to r esist, oppose, and pr event, by violenc e and
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in timida tion, the e xecution o f the said la ws, and also

containing ther ein, instruc tions and dir ections ho w and

upon wha t oc casion, the tr aitor ous purposes last af oresaid,

should and mig ht be c arrie d in to ef fect, contr ary to the f orm

of the ac t o f Congr ess in such case made and pr ovided, and

against the pe ace and digni ty of the Uni ted States.

JOHN W. ASHMEAD,

At torne y of the U .S. for the Eastern Distric t o f

Pennsylvania.

The aboli tionists w ere leaving no stone un turne d in or der to

triumphan tl y meet the c ase in Cour t. During the in terim man y

tok ens of kindness and mar ks of Christian bene volenc e were

extende d to the prisoners b y their friends and sympa thiz ers; among

these none deser ve mor e honor able mention than the noble ac t o f

Thomas L. Kane (son of Judge Kane, and now Gener al), in tendering

all the prisoners a sumptuous Thanksg iving dinner , consisting o f

tur key, etc., pound c ake, etc., etc. The dinner f or the whi te

prisoners, M essrs. Hanaway, Davis, and Scarlet t, w as served in

appropria te st yle in the r oom o f Mr . Morrison, one o f the k eepers.

The U.S. Marshal, A.E. Rober ts, Esq., several of the k eepers, and

Mr . Hanes, one of the prison o ff icers, dine d wi th the prisoners as

their guests. Ma yor Char les Gilpin w as also present and ac cepted

an invitation to test the quali ty of the luxuries, thus signif icantl y

indic ating tha t he w as not the enem y of Freedom.

Mrs. Mar tha H anaway, the wif e of the ÒtraitorÓ of tha t name,

and who had spen t most o f her time wi th her husband sinc e his

inc arceration, ser ved each of the t wenty-seven color ed ÒtraitorsÓ

wi th a pla te o f the delic acies, and the suppl y being gr eater than the

demand, the balanc e was served to outsiders in other c ells on the

same corridor .

The pr o-sla very par ty were very indignan t over the ma t ter , and

the H on. Mr . Brent thoug ht i t incumben t upon him to bring this

high-hande d pr ocedur e to the notic e of the Cour t, wher e he

received a few crumbs o f sympath y, from the pr o-sla very side, of
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course. But the dinner had be en so handsomel y arr anged, and

coming fr om the sour ce that i t did, i t had a very telling ef fect. Long

before this, ho wever, Mr . T.L. Kane had given abundan t evidenc e

that he appr oved of the Under ground Rail Road, and was a decided

opponen t o f the Fugitiv e Slave Law; in shor t, tha t he belie ved in

fr eedom f or all men, irr espectiv e of r ace or color .

Castnor H anaway was first to be trie d; over him, ther efore, the

great contest w as to be made. For the def ence of this par ticular

case, the aboli tionists sele cted J.M. Read, Thaddeus Stevens, Joseph

S. Lewis and The odor e Cuyler, Esqs. On the side o f the Fugitiv e Slave

Law, and against the Òtraitors,Ó were U.S. Distric t At torne y, John W.

Ashmead, Hon. James Cooper , James R. Ludlow, Esq., and Rober t

G. Brent, At torne y General of Mar yland. Mr . Brent w as allowed to

act as ÒoverseerÓ in conduc ting ma t ters on the side o f the Fugitiv e

Slave Law. On this infamous enac tmen t, combine d wi th a corrupte d

popular sen timen t, the pr o-sla very side depende d for suc cess. The

aboli tionists vie wed mat ters in the lig ht o f fr eedom and humani ty,

and hopefull y relied upon the justic e of their c ause and the po wer of

truth to o vercome and sw allow up all the P haraohÕs rods of serpen ts

as fast as they mig ht be thr own do wn.

The prisoners ha ving lain in their c ells nearly thr ee months, the

time f or their trial arriv ed. Monday morning, N ovember 24th, the

contest began. The f irst thr ee days were occupie d in pr ocuring

jurors. The pr o-sla very side desir ed none but such as belie ved in

the Fugitiv e Slave law and in ÒTreasonÓ as expounde d in the Judg eÕs

charge and the f inding o f the Gr and Jury.

The counsel f or the ÒTraitorsÓ carefull y weighed the jur ors, and

when f ound w anting challeng ed them; in so doing, the y managed to

get rid o f most all o f tha t special class upon whom the pr osecution

depended for a conviction. The jur y having been sworn in, the ba t tle

commenc ed in g ood earnest, and c ontinue d unabated for ne arly

two weeks. It is ne edless to say, that the e xaminations and

arguments w ould f ill v olumes, and w ere of the most de eply

inter esting na tur e.

No at tempt c an here be made to r eci te the par ticulars o f the
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trial other than b y a mere reference. It w as, doubtless, the most

impor tant trial tha t ever took plac e in this c ountr y relativ e to the

Under ground Rail Road passengers, and in i ts r esults mor e good w as

brought out o f evil than c an easily be estima ted. The pr o-sla very

theories o f tr eason were ut ter ly demolishe d, and not a par ticle o f

room w as left the ad vocates of the pe culiar insti tution to hope, tha t

slave-hun ters in futur e, in quest o f fug itiv es, would be an y mor e

safe than Gorsuch. The tide o f public sen timen t chang edÑ Hanaway,

and the other Òtr aitors,Ó began to be looked upon as having been

greatl y in jured, and justl y enti tle d to public sympa th y and honor ,

while c onfusion o f face, disappoin tmen t and chagrin w ere plainl y

visible thr oughout the demor alized ranks of the enem y. Hanaway

was victorious.

An effor t w as next made to c onvict Thompson, one o f the c olor ed

Òtraitors.Ó To defend the c olor ed prisoners, the old Aboli tion Socie ty

had retaine d Thaddeus Stevens, David Paul Brown, W illiam S. Pier ce,

and Rober t P. Kane, Esqs., (son of Judge Kane). Stevens, Brown and

Pierce were well-kno wn veter ans, defenders o f the sla ve wher ever

and whene ver called upon so to do. I n the pr esent case, they were

prepared for a gallan t stand and a long sieg e against opposing

forces. Likewise, R.P. Kane, Esq., although a young volun teer in the

anti-sla very war, brought to the w ork great zeal, high at tainmen ts,

large sympath y and true pluck, while, in view of all the

cir cumstanc es, the commi t tee of arr angements felt v ery much

gratif ied to ha ve him in their r anks.

By this time, ho wever, the sandy foundations o f ÒoverseerÓ Brent

and Co., (on the par t o f slavery), had been so comple tel y swept away

by the H on. J.M. Read and Co., on the side o f fr eedom, tha t ther e

was but li t tle chanc e left to de al heavy blows upon the def eated

advocates of the Fugitiv e Slave Law. Thompson w as pronounc ed

Ònot guilt y.Ó The other prisoners, o f course, shar ed the same g ood

luck. The vic tor y was then comple te, equally as much so as at

Christiana. Under ground Rail Road stock ar ose rapidl y and a feeling

of univ ersal r ejoicing per vaded the friends o f fr eedom fr om one end

of the c ountr y to the other .
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Especiall y were slave-holders ta ught the wholesome lesson, tha t

the Fugitiv e Slave Law w as no guarantee against Òred hot shot, Ó

nor the char ges of U.S. Judges and the f indings o f Grand Juries,

together wi th the superior le arning o f counsel fr om slave-holding

Mar yland, any guarantee that ÒtraitorsÓ would be hung. I n every

respect, the Under ground Rail Road made capital by the tr eason.

Slave-holders fr om Mar yland especiall y were far less dispose d to

hun t their runa way pr oper ty than the y had hi ther to be en. The

Deput y Marshal lik ewise consider ed the business o f catching sla ves

very unsafe.
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William and Ellen Craft

FEMALE SLAVE IN MALE ATTIRE, FLEEING
AS A PLANTER, WITH HER HUSBAND AS
HER BODY SERVANT.

A quarter o f a centur y ago, William and Ellen Cr aft w ere slaves in the

State o f Georgia. With them, as wi th thousands o f others, the desir e

to be fr ee was very str ong. For this je wel the y were willing to mak e

any sacrif ice, or to endur e any amoun t o f suf fering. I n this sta te o f

mind the y commenc ed planning. Af ter thinking o f various w ays that

mig ht be trie d, i t oc curr ed to W illiam and Ellen, tha t one mig ht act

the par t o f master and the other the par t o f servant.

Ellen being fair enoug h to pass f or whi te, of necessity would

have to be tr ansforme d in to a young plan ter f or the time being.

All tha t w as needed, however, to mak e this impor tant chang e was

that she should be dr essed elegantl y in a fashionable sui t o f male

at tir e, and have her hair cut in the st yle usuall y worn b y young

planters. H er pr ofusion o f dar k hair o ffered a fine oppor tuni ty for

the chang e. So far this plan look ed very tempting. B ut i t oc curr ed to

them tha t Ellen w as beardless. After some ma tur e ref lection, the y

came to the c onclusion tha t this dif f icult y could be v ery readily

obviated by having the fac e muf f led up as thoug h the y oung plan ter

was suffering badl y wi th the fac e or toothache; thus the y got rid

of this tr ouble. Str aightway, upon fur ther r ef lection, se veral other

very serious dif f iculties stared them in the fac e. For instanc e, in

tr aveling, the y knew tha t the y would be under the ne cessity of

stopping r epeatedly at hotels, and tha t the custom o f r egistering

would ha ve to be c onforme d to, unless some v ery good excuse could

be given for not doing so.
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WILLIAM CR AFT

ELLEN CRAFT.

Here they again, thoug ht much o ver mat ters, and wisel y conclude d

that the y oung man had be t ter assume the a t ti tude o f a gentleman

very much indispose d. He must ha ve his rig ht arm plac ed carefull y

in a sling; tha t w ould be a suf f icien t excuse for not r egistering, e tc.

Then he must be a li t tle lame, wi th a nic e cane in the lef t hand; he

must ha ve large green spectacles over his eyes, and wi thal he must

be very hard of hearing and dependen t on his fai thful ser vant (as
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was no uncommon thing wi th slave-holders ), to look af ter all his

wants.

William w as just the man to ac t this par t. To begin wi th, he w as

very Òlikely-looking;Ó smart, activ e and exceeding ly at ten tiv e to his

young master Ñinde ed he w as almost eyes, ears, hands and f eet f or

him. W illiam kne w tha t this w ould ple ase the slave-holders. The

young plan ter w ould ha ve nothing to do but hold himself subje ct

to his ailmen ts and put on a bold air o f superiori ty; he was not

to deign to notic e anybody. If, while tr aveling, gentlemen, ei ther

poli tel y or rudel y, should v entur e to scr ape acquain tanc e wi th the

young plan ter , in his de afness he was to r emain mute; the ser vant

was to explain. I n every instanc e when this oc curr ed, as it actuall y

did, the ser vant w as full y equal to the emer gencyÑnone dr eaming o f

the disguises in which the Under ground Rail Road passengers were

tr aveling.

They stoppe d at a f irst-class hotel in Char leston, wher e the y oung

planter and his bod y servant w ere tr eated, as the house w as wont to

tr eat the chiv alr y. They stoppe d also at a similar hotel in Richmond,

and wi th lik e results.

They knew tha t the y must pass thr ough Baltimor e, but the y did

not kno w the obstacles tha t the y would ha ve to surmoun t in the

Monumen tal Ci ty. They pr oceeded to the depot in the usual manner ,

and the ser vant asked for tick ets for his master and self. Of c ourse

the master c ould ha ve a tick et, but Òbonds will ha ve to be en ter ed

before you can get a tick et,Ó said the ticket master . ÒIt is the rule o f

this o ff ice to r equir e bonds f or all negr oes applying f or tick ets to g o

Nor th, and none but g entlemen o f well-kno wn r esponsibili ty will be

taken,Ó further e xplaine d the tick et master .

The servant r eplied, tha t he kne w Ònothing about tha tÓÑthat he

was Òsimpl y tr aveling wi th his y oung master to tak e care of himÑhe

being in a v ery delic ate sta te o f health, so much so, tha t f ears

were enter taine d tha t he mig ht not be able to hold out to r each

Philadelphia, wher e he was hastening f or me dical tr eatmen t,Ó and

ended his r eply by saying, Òmy master c anÕt be detaine d.Ó Without

fur ther par ley, the tick et master v ery oblig ing ly waived the old
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Òrule,Ó and furnished the r equisi te tick ets. The moun tain being thus

removed, the y oung plan ter and his fai thful ser vant w ere safely in

the c ars for the ci ty of Brother ly Love.

Scarcely had the y arriv ed on fr ee soil when the r heumatism

depar tedÑthe rig ht arm w as unslungÑthe toothache w as goneÑthe

beardless face was unmuf f ledÑthe de af heard and spok eÑthe blind

sawÑand the lame le aped as an hart, and in the pr esence of a

few astonishe d friends o f the sla ve, the fac ts of this unpar alleled

Under ground Rail Road feat w ere full y establishe d by the most

unquestionable e videnc e.

The constan t str ain and pr essure on EllenÕs nerves, however, had

trie d her severely, so much so, tha t f or days after wards, she was

physically very much pr ostr ated, althoug h joy and gladness beamed

fr om her e yes, which bespok e inexpr essible delig ht wi thin.

Never can the wri ter f orget the impr ession made by their arriv al.

Even now, after a lapse o f nearly a quar ter o f a centur y, it is easy to

pic tur e them in a priv ate r oom, surr ounde d by a few friendsÑ Ellen

in her f ine sui t o f black, wi th her cloak and hig h-he eled boots,

looking, in e very respect, lik e a young gentleman; in an hour af ter

having dr opped her male a t tir e, and assumed the habilimen ts of her

sex the f eminine onl y was visible in e very line and f eatur e of her

struc tur e.

Her husband, W illiam, w as thor oughly color ed, but w as a man of

marked natur al abili ties, o f good manners, and full o f pluck, and

possessed of per ceptiv e faculties v ery large.

It w as necessary, however, in those da ys, that the y should se ek a

permanen t r esidence, wher e their fr eedom w ould be mor e secur e

than in P hiladelphia; ther efore they were advised to g o to

headquar ters, dir ectl y to Boston. Ther e they would be saf e, it w as

supposed, as it had then be en about a g eneration sinc e a fugitiv e

had been taken back fr om the old Ba y State, and thr ough the

incessant labors o f William Llo yd Garrison, the gr eat pione er, and

his fai thful c oadjutors, i t w as conceded tha t another fug itiv e slave

case could ne ver be toler ated on the fr ee soil o f Massachuset ts. So

to Boston the y went.
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On arriving, the w arm he arts of aboli tionists w elcomed them

heartil y, and greeted and che ered them wi thout le t or hindr ance.

They did not pr etend to k eep their c oming a secret, or hide i t under

a bushel; the stor y of their esc ape was heralded br oadcast over the

countr yÑNor th and South, and inde ed over the civiliz ed wor ld. For

two years or mor e, not the slig htest f ear was enter taine d tha t the y

were not just as saf e in Boston as if the y had gone to Canada. But

the day the Fugitiv e Bill passed, even the br avest aboli tionist began

to f ear tha t a fug itiv e slave was no longer safe anywher e under the

stars and stripes, N or th or South, and tha t W illiam and Ellen Cr aft

were liable to be c aptur ed at any momen t by Georgia slave hunters.

Many aboli tionists c ounselle d resistance to the de ath at all hazar ds.

Instead of running to Canada, fug itiv es generally armed themsel ves

and thus said, ÒGive me li ber ty or g ive me death.Ó

William and Ellen Cr aft belie ved tha t i t w as their dut y, as citiz ens

of Massachuset ts, to obser ve a more legal and civiliz ed mode o f

conforming to the marriag e ri te than had be en permi t ted them in

slavery, and as Theodor e Parker had sho wn himself a v ery warm

friend o f theirÕs, they agreed to ha ve their w edding o ver again

according to the la ws of a fr ee State. After perf orming the

ceremony, the r enowned and f earless advocate of equal rig hts

(Theodor e Parker), presented William wi th a r evolver and a dir k-

knif e, counselling him to use them manfull y in def ence of his wif e

and himself, if e ver an at tempt should be made b y his owners or

anybody else to r e-ensla ve them.

But, not wi thstanding all the publishe d declarations made b y

aboli tionists and fug itiv es, to the ef fect, tha t slave-holders and

slave-c atchers in visi ting Massachuse t ts in pursui t o f their runa way

proper ty, would be me t by just such w eapons as Theodor e Parker

presented William wi th, to the surprise o f all Boston, the o wners

of William and Ellen ac tuall y had the ef fr onter y to a t tempt their

recaptur e under the F ugitiv e Slave Law. How i t w as done, and the

results, tak en fr om the Old Liberator , (William Llo yd Garrison Õs

organ), we copy as follo ws:
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From the ÒLiberator ,Ó Nov. 1, 1850.

SLAVE-HUNTERS IN BOSTON.

Our ci ty, for a w eek past, has been thr own in to a sta te

of in tense exci temen t by the appe arance of t wo pr owling

villains, name d Hughes and Knig ht, fr om Mac on, Georgia,

for the purpose o f seizing W illiam and Ellen Cr aft, under the

inf ernal Fugitiv e Slave Bill, and c arr ying them back to the

hell o f Slavery. Since the day of Õ76, there has not be en such a

popular demonstr ation on the side o f human fr eedom in this

region. The humane and pa triotic c ontagion has inf ected all

classes. Scarcely any other subje ct has been talk ed about in

the str eets, or in the social cir cle. On Thursda y, of last w eek,

warr ants for the arr est of William and Ellen w ere issued by

Judge Levi Woodbur y, but no o ff icer has yet been found

ready or bold enoug h to ser ve them. I n the me antime, the

Vigilanc e Commi t tee, appoin ted at the F aneuil H all meeting,

has not be en idle. Their number has be en incr eased to

upwards of a hundr ed Ògood men and true, Ó including some

thir ty or f or ty members o f the bar; and the y have been in

constan t session, devising every legal method to baf f le the

pursuing bloodhounds, and r elieve the ci ty of their ha teful

presence. On Satur day placards were posted up in all

dir ections, announcing the arriv al of these slave-hun ters,

and descri bing their persons. On the same da y, Hughes and

Knig ht w ere arr ested on the char ge of slander against

William Cr aft. The Chr onot ype says, the damages being laid

at $10,000; bail w as demanded in the same sum, and w as

promptl y furnishe d. By whom ? is the question. An immense

crowd was assembled in fr ont o f the Sherif fÕs off ice, while

the bail ma t ter was being arr anged. The r epor ters w ere not

admi t ted. It w as only known tha t Watson Freeman, Esq., who

once declared his r eadiness to hang an y number o f negr oes

remarkably cheap, came in, saying tha t the arr est was a

shame, all a humbug, the trick o f the damne d aboli tionists,

and pr oclaime d his r eadiness to stand bail. J ohn H. Pearson
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was also sent f or, and cameÑthe same John H. Pearson,

mer chant and Southern pack et agent, who immor taliz ed

himself b y sending back, on the 10th o f September , 1846, in

the bar k Niagar a, a poor fug itiv e slave, who c ame secreted in

the brig Ot toman, fr om New Or leansÑbeing himself judg e,

jur y and executioner , to c onsign a f ellow-being to a lif e of

bondageÑin obe dienc e to the la w of a slave State, and in

violation o f the la w of his o wn. This same John H. Pearson,

not c onten ted wi th his pr evious infam y, was on hand. Ther e

is a stor y tha t the sla ve-hun ters ha ve been his table-guests

also, and whe ther he baile d them or not, w e donÕt know.

What w e know is, tha t soon af ter Pearson came out fr om the

back r oom, wher e he and Knig ht and the Sherif f had been

closeted, the Sherif f said tha t Knig ht w as bailedÑhe w ould

not say by whom. Knig ht being look ed after , was not to be

found. H e had slippe d out thr ough a back door , and thus

cheated the cr owd of the ple asure of gr eeting himÑpossi bly

wi th tha t r ough and r eady affection which Bar clayÕs brewers

bestowed upon H aynau. The escape was very for tuna te

every way. Hughes and Knig ht have since been t wic e

arr ested and put under bonds o f $10,000 ( making $30 ,000 in

all), charged wi th a conspir acy to kidnap and abduc t W illiam

Craft, a peaceable ci tiz en of Massachuset ts, etc. Bail w as

enter ed by Hamilton W illis, o f Willis & Co., 25 State str eet,

and Patrick Rile y, U.S. Deputy Marshal.

The follo wing (says the Chr onot ype), is a verbatim et

liter atim copy of the le t ter sen t by Knig ht to Cr aft, to en tic e

him to the U .S. Hotel, in or der to kidnap him. I t shows, tha t

the school-master o wes Knight mor e Òservice and laborÓ

than i t is possi ble for Cr aft to:

BOSTON, Oct. 22, 1850, 11 Oclk P.M.

Wm. CraftÑ Sir ÑI have to le ave so Eirley in the

moring tha t I c old not c all according to pr omis, so

if you w ant me to c arr y a let ter home wi th me, y ou
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must bring i t to the Uni ted States Hotel to morr ow

and leave it in bo x 44, or come your self to morr o

eavening af ter te a and bring i t. le t me no if y ou come

your self b y sending a note to bo x 44 U.S. Hotel so

that I ma y know whe ther to w ate af ter te a or not

by the Bearer. If your wif e wants to se e me you cold

bring her wi th y ou if y ou come your self.

JOHN KNI GHT.

P.S. I shall leave for home eir ley a Thursda y

moring. J.K.

At a meeting o f color ed people, held in Belknap S tr eet

Chur ch, on Frida y evening, the f ollo wing r esolutions w ere

unanimousl y adopte d:

Resolved, That God wille d us fr ee; man wille d us

slaves. We will as God wills; GodÕs will be done.

Resolved, That our o ft r epeated determina tion to

resist oppr ession is the same now as ever, and we

pledge oursel ves, at all hazar ds, to r esist un to de ath

any at tempt upon our li ber ties.

Resolved, That as South Car olina seiz es and

imprisons c olor ed seamen fr om the N or th, under the

plea that i t is to pr event insurr ection and r ebellion

among her c olor ed popula tion, the a uthori ties o f this

State, and ci ty in par ticular , be requested to la y hold

of, and put in prison, imme diatel y, any and all

fug itiv e slave-hun ters who ma y be found among us,

upon the same gr ound, and f or similar r easons.

Spiri ted addr esses, of a most empha tic t ype, were made

by Messrs. Remond, o f Salem, Rober ts, Nell, and Allen, o f

Boston, and D avis, of Plymouth. I ndividuals and hig hly

respectable c ommi t tees of gentlemen ha ve repeatedly

waited upon these Ge orgia miscr eants, to persuade them to

make a speedy depar tur e fr om the ci ty. After pr omising to
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do so, and r epeatedly falsif ying their w ord, i t is said tha t the y

lef t on W ednesday afternoon, in the e xpr ess train for N ew

York, and thus ( says the Chr onot ype), they have Ògone off

wi th their e ars full o f f leas, to f ir e the solemn w ord for the

dissolution o f the Union!Ó

Telegraphic in tellig ence is received, tha t Pr esident

Fillmor e has announc ed his de termina tion to sustain the

Fugitiv e Slave Bill, at all hazar ds. Let him tr y! The fug itiv es,

as well as the c olor ed people generally, seem determine d to

carr y out the spiri t o f the r esolutions to their fullest e xten t.

Ellen f irst r eceived inf orma tion tha t the sla ve-hun ters fr om Georgia

were after her thr ough Mrs. Geo. S. Hilliar d, of Boston, who had

been a good friend to her fr om the da y of her arriv al fr om slavery.

How Mrs. H illiar d obtaine d the inf orma tion, the impr ession i t made

on Ellen, and wher e she was secreted, the f ollo wing e xtr act o f a

let ter wri t ten b y Mrs. H illiar d, touching the memor able event, will

be found de eply in ter esting:

ÒIn r egard to W illiam and Ellen Cr aft, i t is true tha t w e

received her a t our house when the f irst w arr ant under the

act o f eighteen hundr ed and f if ty was issued.

Dr. Bowdi tch c alled upon us to sa y, that the w arr ant must

be for W illiam and Ellen, as the y were the onl y fug itiv es here

known to ha ve come fr om Georgia, and the Dr . asked what

we could do. I w ent to the house o f the Rev. F.T. Gray, on

Mt. Vernon str eet, wher e Ellen w as working wi th Miss De an,

an upholster ess, a friend o f ours, who had told us she w ould

teach Ellen her tr ade. I pr oposed to Ellen to c ome and do

some work for me, in tending not to alarm her . My manner ,

which I suppose d to be indif ferent and c alm, betrayed me,

and she thr ew herself in to m y arms, sobbing and w eeping.

She, however, recovered her c omposur e as soon as we

reached the str eet, and w as very firm ever af ter .

My husband wishe d her , by all means, to be br ought to

our house, and to r emain under his pr otection, saying ÔI am
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perf ectl y willing to me et the penalt y, should she be f ound

here, but will ne ver give her up.Õ The penalty, you r emember ,

was six monthsÕ imprisonment and a thousand dollars f ine.

William Cr aft w ent, af ter a time, to Le wis H ayden. He was

at f irst, as Dr . Bowdi tch told us, Ôbarricaded in his shop

on Cambridg e str eet.Õ I saw him ther e, and he said, ÔEllen

must not be lef t at your house.Õ ÔWhy? William,Õ said I, Ôdo

you think w e would g ive her up ?Õ ÔNever,Õ said he, Ôbut Mr.

Hilliar d is not only our friend, but he is a U .S. Commissioner ,

and should Ellen be f ound in his house, he must r esign his

off ice, as well as incur the penalt y of the la w, and I will not

subject a friend to such a punishmen t f or the sak e of our

safety.Õ Was not this noble, when y ou think ho w small w as

the penalt y tha t any one could r eceive for aiding sla ves to

escape, compar ed to the fa te which thr eatened them in c ase

they were captur ed? William C. made the same obje ction to

having his wif e taken to Mr . Ellis Gray LoringÕs, he also being

a friend and a Commissioner .Ó

This deed of humani ty and Christian chari ty is wor th y to be

commemor ated and classed wi th the ac t o f the g ood Samari tan, as

the same spiri t is sho wn in both c ases. Often w as Mrs. Hilliar dÕs

house an asylum f or fug itiv e slaves.

After the hun ters had lef t the ci ty in disma y, and the storm o f

exci temen t had par tiall y subsided, the friends o f William and Ellen

conclude d tha t the y had bet ter seek a countr y wher e they would

not be in dail y fear of slave-c atchers, back ed by the Go vernmen t

of the Uni ted States. They were, ther efore, advised to g o to Gr eat

Bri tain. Outf its were liberally pr ovided for them, passag es procur ed,

and the y took their depar tur e for a habi tation in a f oreign land.

Much mig ht be told c oncerning the w arm r eception the y met

wi th fr om the friends o f humani ty on every hand, during a sta y in

England o f nearly a score of years, but w e feel oblig ed to mak e the

follo wing e xtr act suf f ice:
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EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM WM.
FARMER, ESQ., OF LONDON, TO WM.
LLOYD GARRISON, JUNE 26,
1851—”FUGITIVE SLAVES AT THE GREAT
EXHIBITION.”

For tuna tel y, we have, at the pr esent momen t, in the B ri tish

Metr opolis, some spe cimens o f wha t w ere once Americ an

Òchat tels personal,Ó in the persons of William and Ellen Cr aft,

and William W . Brown, and their friends r esolved tha t the y

should be e xhi bi ted under the w or ldÕs huge glass case, in

order tha t the w or ld mig ht f orm i ts opinion o f the alleg ed

mental inf eriori ty of the Afric an race, and their f itness or

unf itness for fr eedom. A small par ty of anti-sla very friends

was according ly forme d to ac company the fug itiv es thr ough

the Exhi bi tion. Mr . and Mrs. Estlin, o f Bristol, and a lad y

friend, Mr . and Mrs. Richar d Webb, of Dublin, and a son

and daughter , Mr . McDonnell, ( a most inf luential member

of the Ex ecutiv e Commi t tee of the N ational R eform

AssociationÑone o f our unosten tatious, but hig hly eff icien t

workers for r eform in this c ountr y, and whose public and

priv ate acts, if y ou were acquain ted wi th, y ou would f eel the

same esteem and af fection f or him as is f elt to wards him

by Mr . Thompson, m yself and man y others )Ñthese ladies

and gentlemen, tog ether wi th m yself, met at Mr . Thompson Õs

house, and, in c ompany wi th Mrs. Thompson, and Miss

Amelia Thompson, the Cr afts and Brown, pr oceeded fr om

thenc e to the Exhi bi tion. Satur day was selected, as a day

upon which the lar gest number o f the aristocr acy and

wealth y classes at tend the Cr ystal Palace, and the company

was, on this oc casion, the most distinguishe d tha t had be en

gather ed tog ether wi thin i ts w alls since its opening da y.

Some fif teen thousand, mostl y of the upper classes, w ere

608 | The Under ground Railr oad



ther e congr egated, including the Que en, Princ e Alber t, and

the r oyal childr en, the an ti-sla very Duchess of Suther land,

(by whom the fug itiv es were eviden tl y favorably regarded),

the Duk e of Wellington, the B ishops of Winchester and S t.

Asaph, a large number o f peers, peeresses, members of

Parliamen t, mer chants and bank ers, and distinguishe d men

fr om almost all par ts of the w or ld, surpassing, in v ariety

of tongue, char acter and c ostume, the description o f the

popula tion o f Jerusalem on the da y of PentecostÑa season

of which i t is hope d the Gr eat Exhi bi tion will pr ove a type, in

the c opious outpouring o f the hol y spiri t o f br other ly union,

and the c onsequent dif fusion, thr oughout the w or ld, of the

anti-sla very gospel of good will to all men.

In addi tion to the Americ an exhi bi tors, i t so happene d tha t

the Americ an visi tors w ere particular ly numer ous, among

whom the e xperienc ed eyes of Brown and the Cr afts enabled

them to de tect slave-holders b y dozens. Mr. McDonnell

escor ted Mrs. Cr aft, and Mrs. Thompson; Miss Thompson, a t

her o wn r equest, took the arm o f Wm. Wells Brown, whose

companion she ele cted to be f or the da y; Wm. Craft w alked

wi th Miss Amelia Thompson and m yself. This arr angement

was purposel y made in or der tha t ther e might be no

appearance of patr onizing the fug itiv es, but tha t i t mig ht be

shown tha t w e regarded them as our e quals, and honor ed

them f or their her oic escape fr om Slavery. Qui te contr ary

to the f eeling o f or dinar y visi tors, the Americ an depar tmen t

was our chief a t tr action. Upon arriving a t PowersÕ Greek

Slave, our g lorious an ti-sla very friend, Punch Õs ÔVir ginia

SlaveÕ was produced. I hope y ou have seen this pr oduc tion

of our gr eat humor ous mor alist. I t is an admir ably-dr awn

figur e of a female slave in chains, wi th the inscription

beneath, ÔThe Vir ginia Slave, a companion f or PowersÕ Greek

Slave.Õ The comparison o f the t wo soon dr ew a small cr owd,

including se veral Americ ans, around and ne ar us. Althoug h

they refr ained fr om any audi ble expr ession of feeling, the
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object o f the c omparison w as eviden tl y understood and

keenly felt. I t w ould not ha ve been pruden t in us to ha ve

challeng ed, in w ords, an anti-sla very discussion in the

Wor ldÕs Convention; but e verything tha t w e could wi th

proprie ty do w as done to induc e them to br eak silence upon

the subje ct. We had no in ten tion, v erball y, of taking the

ini tia tiv e in such a discussion; w e conf ined oursel ves to

speaking at them, in or der tha t the y mig ht be le d to spe ak

to us; but our ef for ts were of no avail. The gauntle t, which

was unmistakabl y thr own do wn b y our par ty, the Americ ans

were too w ary to tak e up. We spoke among each other o f the

wr ongs of Slavery; i t w as in vain. We discoursed fr eely upon

the iniqui ty of a pr ofessedly Christian R epublic holding thr ee

millions o f i ts popula tion in cruel and degr ading bondag e;

you mig ht as well have preached to the winds. W m. Wells

Brown took ÔPunchÕs Vir ginia SlaveÕ and deposited i t wi thin

the enclosur e by the ÔGreek Slave,Õ saying audi bly, ÔAs an

Americ an fug itiv e slave, I place this ÔVir ginia SlaveÕ by the

side of the ÔGreek Slave,Õ as its most f it ting c ompanion. Õ Not a

word, or r eply, or r emonstr ance fr om Yankee or Southerner .

We had not, ho wever, proceeded many steps fr om the plac e

before the ÔVir ginia SlaveÕ was removed. We returne d to the

statue, and stood ne ar the Americ an by whom i t had be en

taken up, to g ive him an oppor tuni ty of making an y remarks

he chose upon the ma t ter . Whatever w ere his feelings, his

polic y was to keep his lips close d. If he had f elt tha t the ac t

was wrongful, w ould he not ha ve appealed to the sense o f

justic e of the B ri tish b ystanders, who ar e always ready to

resist an insult o ffered to a f oreigner in this c ountr y? If i t

was an insult, wh y not r esent i t, as became high-spiri ted

Americ ans? But no; the chiv alr y of the South tamel y allowed

itself to be pluck ed by the be ard; the garruli ty of the N or th

permi t ted i tself to be silenc ed by thr ee fugitiv e slavesÉ. We

promenaded the Exhi bi tion be tween six and seven hours,

and visi ted nearly every por tion o f the v ast edif ice. Among
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the thousands whom w e met in our per ambulations, who

dreamed of any impr oprie ty in a gentleman o f char acter

and standing, lik e Mr . McDonnell, w alking arm-in-arm wi th

a color ed woman; or an elegan t and ac complishe d young

lady, like Miss Thompson, ( daughter o f the H on. George

Thompson, M. C.), becoming the pr omenading c ompanion o f

a color ed man? Did the Eng lish peers or pe eresses? Not the

most aristocr atic among them. Did the r epresentativ es of

any other c ountr y have their notions o f pr oprie ty shocked

by the ma t ter? N one but Americ ans. To see the arm o f a

beautiful Eng lish young lad y passed thr ough tha t o f Ôa

nigger,Õ taking ices and other r efr eshments wi th him, upon

terms o f the most perf ect equali ty, certainl y was enough to

Ôrile,Õ and eviden tl y did Ôrile Õ the slave-holders who beheld i t;

but ther e was no help f or i t. Even the N ew York Broadway

bullies w ould not ha ve dared to ut ter a w ord of insult, much

less lif t a f inger against W m. Wells Brown, when w alking

wi th his fair c ompanion in the W or ldÕs Exhibi tion. I t w as

a cir cumstanc e not to be f orgot ten b y these Southern

Bloodhounds. Pr obably, for the f irst time in their liv es, they

felt themsel ves thor oughly muzzled; the y dared not e ven to

bark, much less bi te. Lik e the me anest curs, the y had to

sneak thr ough the Cr ystal Palace, unnotic ed and unc ared

for; while the vic tims who had be en rescued fr om their ja ws,

were warml y greeted by visi tors fr om all par ts of the

countr y.

* * * * *

Brown and the Cr afts have paid several other visi ts to the Gr eat

Exhibi tion, in one o f which, W m. Craft suc ceeded in g et ting some

Southerners ÒoutÓ upon the Fugitiv e Slave Bill, r especting which a

discussion w as held between them in the Americ an depar tmen t.

Finding themsel ves worste d at every poin t, the y were compelle d

to have recourse to l ying, and unblushing ly denie d tha t the bill

containe d the pr ovisions which Cr aft alleg ed i t did. Craft took c are
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to inf orm them who and wha t he w as. He told them tha t ther e had

been too much inf orma tion upon tha t me asure dif fused in Eng land

for l ying to c onceal them. H e has subsequentl y met the same

parties, who, wi th c ontempti ble hypocrisy , tr eated Òthe niggerÓ with

great r espect.

In England the Cr afts w ere highly respected. While under her

Bri tish Majest yÕs protection, Ellen be came the mother o f several

childr en, (having had none under the stars and stripes ). These they

spared no pains in e ducating f or usefulness in the w or ld. Some t wo

years since William and Ellen r eturne d wi th t wo of their childr en

to the Uni ted States, and af ter visi ting Boston and other plac es,

William c onclude d to visi t Georgia, his old home, wi th a vie w of

seeing wha t induc ement w ar had opene d up to en terprise, as he

had felt a desir e to r emove his famil y thi ther , if enc our aged. Indeed

he was prepared to pur chase a plantation, if he f ound ma t ters

satisfac tor y. This visi t eviden tl y furnishe d the ne eded

encour agement, judg ing fr om the fac t tha t he did pur chase a

plantation some wher e in the neig hbor hood o f Savannah, and is at

present living ther e wi th his famil y.

The por tr aits of William and Ellen r epresent them a t the pr esent

stage of lif e, (as citiz ens of the U .S.)Ñof course the y have greatl y

changed in appe arance fr om wha t the y were when the y f irst f led

fr om Georgia. Obviousl y the Fugitiv e Slave Law in i ts crusade

against W illiam and Ellen Cr aft, r eaped no advantages, but on the

contr ary, liber ty was greatl y the gainer .
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Arrivals from Richmond

LEWIS COBB AND NANCY BRISTER.

No one Southern ci ty furnishe d a larger number o f br ave, wide-

awake and lik ely-looking Under ground Rail Road passengers than

the ci ty of Richmond. Le wis and N ancy were fair spe cimens o f

the class o f tr avelers coming fr om tha t ci ty. Lewis w as described

as a light yellow man, me dium siz e, good-looking, and in tellig ent.

In r eferring to bondag e, he spoke wi th gr eat earnestness, and in

language very easily understood; espe ciall y when spe aking o f

Samuel Myers, fr om whom he esc aped, he did not hesi tate to g ive

him the char acter o f being a v ery hard man, who w as never satisf ied,

no mat ter ho w har d the slaves might tr y to ple ase him.

Myers was engaged in the c ommission and f orwarding business,

and was a man of some standing in Richmond. F rom him Le wis

had received very severe f loggings, the r emembr ance of which he

would not onl y carr y wi th him to Canada, but to the gr ave. It w as

owing to abuse o f this kind tha t he w as awakened to look f or a

residence under the pr otection o f the B ri tish Lion. For eig ht mon ths

he long ed to g et away, and had no r est un til he f ound himself on the

Under ground Rail Road.

His master w as a member o f the Cen tur y Methodist Chur ch, as

was also his wif e and famil y; but Le wis thoug ht tha t the y were

str angers to pr actic al Christiani ty, judging fr om the manner tha t

the slaves were tr eated by both master and mistr ess. Lewis w as a

Baptist, and belong ed to the se cond chur ch. Tw elve hundr ed dollars

had been offered for him. H e left his fa ther (Jud ville ), and his

brother , John H arris, both sla ves. In view of his pr ospects in Canada,

LewisÕ soul overf lowed wi th ple asing anticipa tions o f fr eedom, and

the Commi t tee felt gr eat satisfac tion in assisting him.

Nancy was also from Richmond, and c ame in the same boa t wi th
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Lewis. She represented the most Òlikely-looking f emale bond

servants.Ó Indeed her appe arance recommende d her a t onc e. She

was neat, modest, and w ell-beha vedÑ wi th a good f igur e and the

pic tur e of health, wi th a countenanc e beaming wi th jo y and

gladness, not wi thstanding the la te strugg les and suf ferings thr ough

which she had passe d. Young as she was, she had seen much o f

slavery, and had, doubtless, pr of ited by the lessons ther eof. At all

events, i t w as thr ough cruel tr eatmen t, having been fr equentl y

beaten af ter she had passe d her eig hteenth y ear, that she w as

prompte d to seek fr eedom. I t w as so common f or her mistr ess to

give way to unbridle d passions tha t N ancy never f elt safe. Under the

severest inf lic tion o f punishmen t she w as not allo wed to c omplain.

Neither fr om mistr ess nor master had she an y reason to expect

mer cy or lenienc yÑinde ed she saw no w ay of escape but b y the

Under ground Rail Road.

It w as true tha t the master , Mr . William Be ars, was a Yankee from

Connecticut, and his wif e a member o f the E piscopal Chur ch, but

NancyÕs yoke seemed none the lig hter f or all tha t. Full y persuade d

that she w ould ne ver f ind her lot an y bet ter while r emaining in their

hands, she accepted the ad vice and aid o f a young man to whom she

was engaged; he was shrewd enoug h to f ind an agent in Richmond,

wi th whom he en ter ed in to a covenant to ha ve Nancy br ought away.

With a che erful he art the journe y was under taken in the manner

aforesaid, and she safely reached the Commi t tee. Her mother , one

brother and a sister she had to le ave in Richmond. One thousand

dollars w ere lost in the depar tur e of Nancy.

Having been accommoda ted and aided by the Commi t tee, they

were forwarded to Canada. Lewis wr ote back r epeatedly and

expr essed himself v ery gratefull y for favors r eceived, as will be seen

by the appende d let ters fr om him:

TORONTO, April 25, 1857.

To MR. WM. STILLÑDear Sir:Ñ I tak e this oppor tuni ty of

addressing these f ew lines to inf orm y ou tha t I am w ell

and hope tha t the y may f ind y ou and y our famil y enjoying
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the same good health. Please to give my love to y ou and

your famil y. I had a very pleasant trip fr om your house tha t

morning. De ar sir , you would oblig e me much, if y ou have

not sen t tha t bo x to Mr . Robinson, to open i t and tak e out the

li t tle y ellow box tha t I tie d up in the lar ge one and send i t on

by expr ess to me in T oronto. Lif t up a f ew of the things and

you will f ind i t ne ar the top. All the clothes tha t I ha ve are in

that bo x and I stand in ne ed of them. You would oblig e me

much b y so doing. I stoppe d at Mr . JonesÕ in Elmira, and was

very well tr eated by him while ther e. I am now in T oronto

and doing v ery well at pr esent. I am v ery thankful to y ou

and your famil y for the a t ten tion y ou paid to me while a t

your house. I wish y ou would see Mr . Ormste d and ask him

if he has not some things f or Mr . Anthon y Loney, and if he

has, please send them on wi th m y things, as w e are both

living tog ether a t this time. Giv e my love to Mr . Anthon y,

also to Mr . Ormste d and famil y. Dear sir , we both w ould be

very glad for y ou to a t tend to this, as w e both do stand v ery

much in ne ed of them a t this time. De ar sir , you will oblig e

me by giving m y love to Miss Frances Watkins, and as she

said she hoped to be out in the summer , I should lik e to

see her. I have met wi th a gentleman her e by the name o f

Mr . Truehar t, and he sends his best lo ve to y ou and y our

famil y. Mr . Truehar t desir es to kno w whe ther y ou r eceived

the le t ter he sen t to y ou, and if so, answ er i t as soon as

possible. Please answer this le t ter as soon as possi ble. I must

now come to a close b y saying tha t I r emain your belo ved

friend,

LEWIS COBB.

The young man who w as ther e that morning, Mr .

Robinson, g ot marrie d to tha t young lad y.

TORONTO, June 2d, 1857.

To MR. WM. STILLÑDear Sir:Ñ I r eceived yours da ted May

6th, and w as extr emely happy to he ar fr om you. You may
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be surprise d tha t I ha ve not answ ered you before this, but

it w as on account o f not kno wing an ything c oncerning the

let ter being in the post-o ff ice until I w as told so b y a friend.

The box, of which I had be en inquiring, I ha ve received,

and am inf ini tel y oblig ed to y ou for sending i t. Mr . and Mrs.

Renson are living in H amilton, C. W. They send their best

love to y ou and y our famil y. I am at pr esent r esiding in

Toronto, C.W. Mr. Anthon y Loney has gone on to Boston,

and is desir ous of my coming on to him; and as I ha ve many

acquain tanc es ther e, I should lik e to kno w fr om you whe ther

it w ould be ad visable or not. Giv e, if you ple ase, my best lo ve

to y our famil y and accept the same f or y ourself, and also to

Mr . James Ormste d and famil y. Tell James Ormste d I w ould

be glad if he w ould send me a pair o f thick, he avy boots,

for i t r ains and hails as often out her e in the summer , as it

does ther e in the win ter . Tell him to send N o. 9, and anything

he thinks will do me g ood in this c old c ountr y. Please to

give to Mr . James Ormste d to g ive to Mr . Rober t Seldon, and

tell him to g ive it to m y father . Mr. and Mrs. T ruehar t send

their lo ve to y ou and y our famil y. If the g entleman, Mr . R.S.,

is not running on the boa t no w, you can give dir ections to

Ludwill Cobb, in c are of Mr . R. Seldon, Richmond, Va. Tell Mr .

Ormste d not to f orget m y boots and send them b y expr ess.

No mor e at pr esent, but r emain yours very trul y,

Please wri te soon.

LEWIS COBB.
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Passengers from North
Carolina

[BY SCHOONER.]

MAJOR LATHAM, WILLIAM WILSO N, HENRY GORHAM, WILEY

MADDISON, AND ANDREW SHEPHERD.

The above named passengers were delivered in to the hands o f

Thomas Garr et t by the Captain who br ought them, and w ere aided

and forwarded to the Commi t tee in Philadelphia, as indic ated by the

subjoine d let ter:

WILMIN GTON, 11th mo., 6th, 1856.

RESPECTED FRIEND:ÑWILLIAM STILL:Ñ Thine o f

yesterday, came to hand this morning, ad vising me to

forward those f our men to the e, which I pr opose to send

fr om her e in the ste am boat, at t wo oÕclock, P.M. to da y to th y

care; one of them thinks he has a br other and c ousin in N ew

Bedford, and is anxious to g et to them, the others the e can

do wha t the e thinks best wi th, af ter c onsulting wi th them,

we have rigged them up pr et ty comf or tabl y wi th clothes,

and I have paid f or their passag e to Philadelphia, and also

for the passag e of their pilot ther e and back; he pr oposed

to ask the e for thr ee dollars, f or the thr ee days time he lost

wi th them, but tha t w e will r aise here for him, as one o f them

expects to ha ve some mone y br ought fr om Carolina soon,

that belongs to him, and w ants the e when the y are fixed, to

let me kno w so tha t I ma y forward i t to them. I will g ive each

of them a c ard of our f irm. H oping the y may get along saf e, I

remain as ever, thy sincere friend,

THOS. GARRETT.
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The passengers by this arriv al were above the or dinar y plan tation

or farm hand sla ve, as will appe ar fr om a glance at their c ondi tion

under the y oke.

Major L atham w as for ty-f our y ears of age, mulat to, very resolute,

wi th g ood natur al abili ties, and a decided hater o f slavery. John

Latham w as the man whom he addr essed as Òmaster ,Ó which was

a very bi t ter pill f or him to sw allow. He had been marrie d t wic e,

and at the time o f his escape he was the husband o f t wo wiv es.

The f irst one, wi th their thr ee childr en, in c onsequence of changes

inciden t to sla ve lif e, was sold a long distanc e fr om her old home

and husband, ther eby ending the privileg e of living tog ether; he

could think o f them, but tha t w as all; he was compelle d to g ive them

up altog ether . After a time he took to himself another wif e, wi th

whom he liv ed several years. Thr ee mor e childr en owned him as

father Ñthe r esult o f this marriag e. During his en tir e manhood Major

had been brutall y tr eated by his master , which c aused him a gr eat

deal of anguish and tr ouble o f mind.

Only a few w eeks before he escaped, his master , in one o f his f its

of passion, f logged him most cruell y. From tha t time the r esolution

was permanen tl y grounde d in his mind to f ind the w ay to fr eedom,

if possi ble, before many mor e weeks had passed. Day and nig ht he

studie d, worked and planne d, wi th fr eedom uppermost in his mind.

The hour o f hope arriv ed and wi th i t Captain F.

William, a f ellow-passenger wi th Major , was for ty-t wo years of age,

just in the prime o f lif e, and represented the me chanics in chains,

being a blacksmi th b y tr ade. Dr. Thomas Warr en, who f ollo wed

farming in the neig hbor hood o f Eaton town, w as the owner o f

William. I n speaking o f his slave lif e William said: ÒI was sold four

times; t wic e I was separated fr om m y wiv es. I was separated fr om

one of my wiv es when living in P or tsmouth, V ir ginia,Ó etc.

In his simple manner o f descri bing the trials he had be en called

upon to endur e, it w as not to be w onder ed at tha t he w as willing to

forsake all and run f earful risks in or der to rid himself not onl y of

the Òload on his back,Ó but the load on his heart. By the v ery posi tiv e
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character o f William Õs testimon y against slavery, the Commi t tee felt

mor e than ever justif ied in enc our aging the Under ground Rail Road.

Henr y Gorham was thir ty-f our y ears of age, a Òprime,Ó heavy, dark,

smart, Òarticle,Ó and a good carpen ter . He admi t ted tha t he had ne ver

felt the lash on his back, but, ne vertheless, he had f elt de eply on

the subject o f slavery. For y ears the chief c oncern wi th him w as as

to ho w he could saf ely reach a fr ee State. Slavery he hated wi th

a perf ect hatr ed. To die in the w oods, liv e in a cave, or sacrif ice

himself in some w ay, he was bound to do, r ather than r emain a slave.

The mor e he ref lected over his c ondi tion the mor e determine d

he grew to se ek his fr eedom. According ly he lef t and w ent to the

woods; ther e he pr epared himself a c ave and resolved to liv e and

die in i t r ather than r eturn to bondag e. Before he found his w ay

out o f the prison-house ele ven mon ths elapsed. His str ong impulse

for fr eedom, and in tense aversion to sla very, sustained him un til he

found an oppor tuni ty to escape by the Under ground Rail Road.

One of the trie d Agents of the Under ground Rail Road was alone

cognizan t o f his d welling in the c ave, and regarding him as a

toler ably safe passenger (having been so long secreted), secur ed him

a passage on the schooner , and thus he w as for tuna tel y relieved

fr om his ele ven mon thsÕ residence in his den. N o rhetoric or f ine

scholarship w as needed in his c ase to make his stor y in ter esting.

None but he arts of stone c ould have listene d wi thout emotion.

Andr ew, another f ellow-passenger, was twenty-six y ears of age, and

a decidedly inviting-looking spe cimen o f the pe culiar insti tution.

He fille d the si tuation o f an eng ineer. He, wi th his wif e and one

child, belong ed to a small orphan g ir l, who liv ed at South End,

Camden county, N.C. His wif e and child had to be lef t behind. W hile

it seemed very hard for a husband thus to le ave his wif e, every

one tha t did so w eakened slavery and enc our aged and str engthene d

anti-sla very.

Number ed wi th these f our N or th Car olina passengers is found the

name of Wiley Maddison, a y oung man nine teen years of age, who
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escaped fr om Petersbur g on the c ars as a whi te man. H e was of

promising appe arance, and found no dif f icult y whatever on the

road. With the r est, however, he conclude d himself har dly safe this

side of Canada, and i t af forded the Commi t tee special ple asure to

help them all.
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Thomas Clinton, Sauney Pry
and Benjamin Ducket

PASSED OVER THE U.G.R.R., IN THE FALL
OF 1856.

Thomas escaped fr om Baltimor e. He descri bed the man fr om whom

he f led as a Òrum drink erÓ of some note, b y the name o f Benjamin

Walmsly, and he testif ied tha t under him he w as neither Òhalf fed

nor clothe d,Ó in consequence of which he w as dissatisf ied, and f led

to be t ter his c ondi tion. Luckil y Thomas suc ceeded in making his

escape when about t wenty-one y ears of age. His appearance and

smartness indic ated resolution and ga ve promise o f futur e success.

He was well made and o f a chestnut c olor .

Sauney Pry came fr om Loudon Co., V a. He had been one o f the

Òwell-c ared for,Ó on the farm of Nathan Clapton, who o wned some

sixt y or seventy slaves. Upon inquir y as to the tr eatmen t and

character o f his master , Sauney unhesi tating ly descri bed him as a

Òvery mean, swearing, blustering man, as har d as any tha t could be

star ted.Ó It w as on this ac count tha t he w as prompte d to turn his

face against Vir ginia and to v entur e on the Under ground Rail Road.

Sauney was twenty-seven years of age, chestnut c olor , medium siz e,

and in in telle ct w as at least up to the a verage.

Benjamin Duck et came fr om Bell M ountain, Princ e GeorgeÕs Co.,

Mar yland. He stated to the Commi t tee that he escaped fr om one

Sicke Perr y, a farmer . Of his par ticular master he spok e thus: ÒHe

was one of the baddest men about Princ e George; he would both

f ight and kill up. Ó

These characteristics o f the master de veloped in Ben v ery str ong
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desir es to get beyond his r each. In fact, his masterÕs conduc t w as

the sole c ause of his seeking the Under ground Rail Road. At the

time tha t he c ame to Philadelphia, he w as recorded as twenty-

thr ee years of age, chestnut c olor , medium siz e, and wide awake.

He left his fa ther , mother , two br others, and thr ee sisters, owned by

Marcus Devoe.

About the same time tha t the passeng ers just descri bed received

succor, Elizabeth L amber t, wi th thr ee childr en, reached the

Commi t tee. The names of the childr en were, Mary, Horace, and

William H enr y, qui te mar ketable-looking ar ticles.

They f led fr om Middle town, Delaware, wher e they had been

owned by Andr ew Peterson. The poor motherÕ s excuse for le aving

her Òcomf or table home, fr ee board, and kind-he arted master and

mistr ess,Ó was simply because she was tir ed of such Òkindness,Ó and

was, therefore, willing to suf fer in or der to g et away fr om i t.

Hill Jones, a lad of eighteen, accompanie d Elizabeth wi th her

childr en fr om Middle town. He had seen enoug h of Slavery to satisf y

him tha t he c ould ne ver r elish i t. H is owner w as known b y the name

of John Cochr an, and follo wed farming. H e was of a chestnut c olor ,

and well-gr own.
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Arrivals in April, 1856

CHARLES HALL, JAMES JOHNSON, CHARLES CARTER, GEORGE,

AND JOHN LOGAN, JAMES HENRY WATSON, ZEBULON GREEN,

LEWIS, AND PETER BURRELL, WILLIAM WILLIAMS, AND HIS

WIFEÑHARRIET TUBMAN, WITH FOUR PASSENGERS.

Charles Hall. This individual w as from Mar yland, Baltimor e Co.,

wher e Òblack men had no rights which whi te men w ere bound to

respect,Ó according to the de cision o f the la te Chief Justic e Taney of

the Supr eme Cour t o f the Uni ted States.

Charles was owned by Atwood A. Blun t, a farmer , much o f whose

time w as devoted to c ard playing, rum-drinking and f ox-hun ting,

so Charles stated. Charles gave him the cr edi t o f being as mild a

specimen o f a slaveholder as tha t r egion o f countr y could claim

when in a sober mood, but when drunk e very thing w ent wr ong wi th

him, nothing c ould satisf y him.

Charles testif ied, however, that the despotism o f his mistr ess

was much w orse than tha t o f his master , for she w as all the time

hard on the sla ves. Lat ter ly he had heard much talk about selling,

and, believing tha t mat ters w ould soon ha ve to c ome to tha t, he

conclude d to seek a place wher e color ed men had rig hts, in Canada.

James Johnson. James fled fr om Deer Cr eek, Harford Co., Md.,

wher e he was owned by William Raut ty. ÒJimÕsÓ hour had come.

Within one da y of the time f ixed for his sale, he w as handcuf fed,

and i t w as eviden tl y supposed tha t he w as secur e. Trembling a t his

impending doom he r esolved to esc ape if possi ble. He could not rid

himself o f the handcuf fs. Could he ha ve done so, he w as persuaded

that he mig ht manage to mak e his way along safely. He resolved to

make an effor t wi th the handcuf fs on.

With r esolution his fr eedom w as secur ed. What Master Ra ut ty

said when he f ound his pr oper ty gone wi th the handcuf fs, we know

not.

Arriv als in April, 1856 | 623



The next day after Jim arriv ed, Charles Carter , George and John

Logan came to hand.

Charles had been under the y oke in the ci ty of Richmond, held to

service by Daniel Delaplain, a f lour inspe ctor . Charles was hired out

by the f lour inspe ctor f or as much as he c ould c ommand f or him, f or

being a devoted lover of mone y, ordinar y wages hardly ever satisf ied

him. I n other r espects Char les spoke of his master r ather fa vorably

in comparison wi th slaveholders g enerally.

A thir ty yearsÕ apprentic eship as a slave had not, ho wever, won

him o ver to the lo ve of the system; he had long sinc e been convinc ed

that i t w as nonsense to suppose tha t such a thing as happiness

could be f ound e ven under the best o f masters. H e claimed to ha ve

a wif e and four li t tle childr en living in Ale xandria V a.; the name

of the wif e was Lucinda. I n the estima tion o f slave-holders, the

fact o f Char les having a famil y mig ht have offered no c ause for

unhappiness, but Char les felt dif ferentl y in r elation to the ma t ter .

Again, for r easons best kno wn to the o wner , he talk ed of selling

Charles. On this poin t Char les also felt qui te ner vous, so he began to

think tha t he had be t ter mak e an at tempt to g et beyond the r each

of buyers and sellers. H e knew tha t man y others similar ly situated

had got out o f bondag e simpl y by hard strugg ling, and he f elt tha t

he could do lik ewise. When he had thus de termine d the obje ct w as

half accomplishe d. True, every step tha t he should tak e was liable to

bring tr ouble upon himself, y et wi th the hope o f fr eedom buo ying

him up he r esolved to run the risk. Char les was about thir ty years of

age, likely-looking, w ell made, in tellig ent, and a mula t to.

George was twenty-thr ee years of age, quite dar k, medium siz e,

and bor e the mar ks of a man of consider able pluck. H e was the slave

of Mrs. Jane Coultson. N o special complain t o f her is r ecorded on

the book. She mig ht have been a very good mistr ess, but George was

not a v ery happy and conten ted piece of pr oper ty, as was proved by

his course in esc aping. The c old N or th had man y mor e charms f or

him than the sunn y South.

John has been alr eady descri bed in the person o f his br other

George. He was not, ho wever, the pr oper ty of Mrs. Coultson, but
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was owned by Miss Cox, near Li t tle Georgetown, Ber keley Co., Va.

These thr ee individuals w ere held as slaves by tha t class of slave-

holders, kno wn in the South as the most kind-he arted and

indulg ent, yet the y seemed just as much delig hted wi th the

prospects of fr eedom as any other passeng ers.

The next day follo wing the arriv al of the par ty just notic ed James

Henr y Watson r eached the Commi t tee. He was in good condi tion,

the spring w eather ha ving been favorable, and the journe y made

wi thout an y serious dif f icult y.

He was from Snowhill, W orcester c ounty, Md., and had escaped

fr om James Purnell, a farmer o f whom he did not spe ak very

favorably. Yet James admit ted tha t his master w as not as hard on his

slaves as some others.

For the benef it o f JamesÕ kinsfolk, who ma y still per chance be

making searches for him, not ha ving yet le arned whi ther he w ent or

what became of him, w e copy the f ollo wing par agraph as enter ed on

our book April 11th, 1856:

James Henr y is t wenty years of age, dark, well-made, modest,

and seems fearful o f appr ehension; w as moved to esc ape in or der

to obtain his fr eedom. He had heard of others who had run a way

and thus se cur ed their fr eedom; he thoug ht he c ould do the same.

He left his fa ther , mother , thr ee brothers and f ive sisters o wned by

Purnell. H is fatherÕs name was Ephr aim, his motherÕs name Mahala.

The names of his sisters and br others w ere as follo ws: Het ty, Betsy,

Dinah, Catharine and H arrie t; Homer , William and James.

Zebulon Gr een was the next tr aveler. He arriv ed fr om Duck Cr eek,

Md. John Apple ton, a farmer , was chargeable wi th ha ving depriv ed

Zeb of his rig hts. But, as Zeb was only about eig hteen years of age

when he made his e xi t, Mr . Appleton did not g et much the star t o f

him. I n answer to the question as to the c ause of his escape, he

replied Òbad usage.Ó He was smart, and qui te dar k. In tr aveling, he

changed his name to Samuel H ill. The Commi t tee endeavored to

impr ess him thor oughly, wi th the ide a that he c ould do much g ood

in the w or ld f or himself and f ellow-men, b y using his best ende avors

to acquir e education, e tc., and f orwarded him on to Canada.
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Lewis Burr ell and his br other P eter arriv ed safely fr om Alexandria,

Vir ginia, April 21, 1856. Lewis had be en owned by Edward M. Clar k,

Peter b y Benjamin Johnson H all. These passengers seemed to be

well poste d in r egard to Slavery, and understood full w ell their

responsibili ties in f leeing fr om Òkind-heartedÓ masters. All they

feared was that the y mig ht not r each Canada safely, althoug h the y

were pret ty hopeful and qui te r esolute. Lewis lef t a wif e, Winna Ann,

and t wo childr en, Joseph and Mar y, who w ere owned by Pembr oke

Thomas, at Culpepper , Va., nearly a hundr ed miles distan t fr om him.

Once or t wic e in the y ear, was the privileg e allowed him to visi t his

wif e and li t tle ones a t this long distanc e. This separation c onsti tute d

his dail y grief and w as the cause of his escape. Lewis and Peter lef t

their fa ther and mother in bondag e, also one br other (Reuben), and

thr ee sisters, t wo of whom had be en sold far South.

After a sojourn in fr eedom o f nearly thr ee years, Lewis wr ote on

behalf o f his wif e as follo ws:

TORONTO, C.W., Feb. 2, 1859.

MR. WM. STILL:

DEAR SIR:ÑIt have bin t wo years since I war at your house,

at tha t time I w ar on m y way to c annadia, and I tould y ou

that I had a wif e and had to le ave her behind, and y ou

promiest me tha t you would he alp me to gai t hir if I e ver

heaird fr om hir , and I think m y dear fr end, tha t the time is

come for me to strick the blo w, will y ou healp me, according

to y our pr omis. I r ecived a let ter fr om a fr end in W ashington

last nig ht and he says that m y wif e is in the ci ty of Baltimor e,

and she will c ome away if she c an f ind a fr end to he alp hir ,

so I thoug ht I w ould wri t to y ou as you are acquanted wi th

foulks the are to ho wm y ou can trust wi th such ma t thas.

I could wri te to Mr N oah davis in Baltimor e, who is w ell

acquanted wi th m y wif e, but I do not think tha t he is a tr ew

fr end, and I c ould wri t to Mr Samual Maden in the same ci ty,

but I am afr ead that a let ter c oming fr om cannada mig ht be

dedteced, but if y ou will wri t to soume one tha t you kno w,
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and gait them to se e Mr Samual Maden he will g ive all the

inf orma tion tha t you want, as he is acquanted wi th m y wif e,

he is a pr eacher and belongs to the Baptis chur ch. My wif es

name is Winne Ann Berr ell, and she is one d by one Dr . Tarns

who is on a vise t to Baltimor e, now Mr S till will y ou at tend

to this thing f or me, f our th wi th, if y ou will I will pa y you four

your truble, if w e can dow any thing i t must be don no w, as

she will le ave theare in the spring, and if y ou will tak e the

mat ter in hand, y ou mous wri t me on to r eseption o f this

let ter , whether y ou will or not.

Yours trul y,

LEWIS BURRELL.

No. 49 Victoria S t., Toronto, C.W.

As in the c ase of many others, the w ay was so comple tel y block ed

that nothing c ould be done f or the wif eÕs deliverance. Until the da y

when the millions o f fet ters w ere broken, nothing ga ve so much pain

to husbands and wiv es as these heart-br eaking separations.

William W illiams and his wif e were the ne xt who arriv ed. They

came fr om H aven Manor , Md. They had been owned by John Peak,

by whom, ac cording to their r epor t, the y had been badly tr eated,

and the Commi t tee had no r eason to doubt their testimon y.

The next arriv al number ed four passengers, and came under the

guidanc e of ÒMosesÓ (Harrie t Tubman), from Mar yland. They were

adults, looking as thoug h the y could tak e care of themsel ves very

easily, althoug h the y had the mar ks of Slavery on them. I t w as no

easy mat ter f or men and w omen who had be en ground do wn all

their liv es, to appear as thoug h the y had been enjoying fr eedom.

Indeed, the onl y wonder w as that so man y appeared to as good

advantage as they did, af ter ha ving been crushe d down so long.

The pauci ty of the narr ativ es in the mon th o f April, is qui te

notic eable. Why fuller r epor ts were not wri t ten out, c annot no w be

accounted for; pr obably the f eeling existe d tha t i t w as useless to

wri te out narr ativ es, except in c ases of very special in ter est.
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Five from Georgetown
Crossroads

MOTHER AND CHILD FROM NORFOLK,
VA., ETC.

ABE FINEER,SAM DAVIS, HENRY SAUNDERS,WM. HENRY

THOMPSON and THOMAS PARKERarriv ed safely fr om the abo ve

named place. Upon inquir y, the f ollo wing inf orma tion w as gleaned

fr om them.

Abe spoke wi th f eelings o f some bi t terness o f a farmer kno wn b y

the name o f George Spencer, who had depriv ed him o f the har d

earnings o f his hands. Fur thermor e, he had worked him har d,

stin ted him f or f ood and clothing and had be en in the habi t o f

f logging him whene ver he f elt lik e it. In addi tion to the abo ve

charges, Abe did not hesi tate to sa y tha t his master me ddled too

much wi th the bot tle, in c onsequence of which, he w as often in a

Òtop-heavyÓ state. Abe said, however, that he w as rich and stood

pret ty hig h in the neig hbor hoodÑstin ting, f logging and drinking

were no great disad vantages to a man in Georgetown, Mar yland.

Abe was twenty-thr ee years of age, pure black, or dinar y size, and

spiri ted, a thor ough convert to the doc trine tha t all men ar e born

fr ee, and althoug h he had been held in bondag e up to the hour o f his

escape, he gave much r eason for belie ving tha t he w ould not be an

easy subject to manag e under the y oke, if ever captur ed and carrie d

back.

Sam was about thir ty years of age, genuine black, c ommon siz e, and

a hater o f slavery; he was prepared to sho w, by the sc ars he bor e

about his person, wh y he talk ed as he did. Forever will he r emember
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James Hurst, his so-c alled master , who w as a very blustering man

oft-times, and in the habi t o f abusing his sla ves. Sam was led to seek

the Under ground Rail Road, in or der to g et rid o f his master and, a t

the same time, to do be t ter f or himself than he c ould possi bly do in

Slavery. He had to le ave his wif e, Phillis, and one child.

William H enr y was about t wenty-f our y ears of age, and of a

chestnut c olor . He too talk ed of slave-holders, and his master in

par ticular , just as any man w ould talk who had be en shamefull y

robbed and wr onged all his lif e.

Tom, lik ewise, told the same stor y, and althoug h the y used the c orn-

f ield vernacular , they were in earnest and possessed an abundanc e

of mother -wi t, so tha t their testimon y was not to be made lig ht o f.

The follo wing le t ter fr om Thomas Garr et t speaks for i tself:

WILMIN GTON, 5 mo. 11th, 1856.

ESTEEMED FRIENDSÑMcKim and Still:Ñ I purpose

sending to-morr ow morning b y the ste amboat a woman and

child, whose husband, I think, w ent some nine mon ths

previous to N ew Bedford. She was furnishe d wi th a fr ee

passage by the same line her husband c ame in. She has been

away fr om the person claiming to be her master some f ive

mon ths; w e, ther efore, think ther e cannot be much risk a t

present. Those f our I wr ote the e about arriv ed safe up in the

neighbor hood o f Long wood, and H arrie t Tubman f ollo wed

after in the stag e yesterday. I shall expect f ive mor e fr om the

same neighbor hood ne xt trip. Captain L ambdin is desir ous

of having sent him a book, or books, wi th the str ongest

arguments of the note d men o f the South against the

insti tution o f slavery, as he wishes to pr epare to def end

himself, as he has li t tle c onf idenc e in his at torne y. Cannot

you send to me some thing tha t will be o f benef it to him, or

send i t dir ect to him ? Would not W . GoodellÕs book be of use?

His friends her e think ther e is no chanc e for him but to g o
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to the peni ten tiar y. They now r efuse to le t any one but his

at torne y see him.

As ever your friend,

THOS. GARRETT.

The woman and child allude d to w ere received and note d on the

record book as follo ws:

Winnie Pat ty, and her da ughter , Elizabeth, arriv ed safely fr om

Norf olk, Va. The mother is about t wenty-t wo years of age, good-

looking and o f chestnut c olor , smart and br ave. From the la t ter par t

of October , 1855, to the lat ter par t o f Mar ch, 1856, this young slave

mother , wi th her child, w as secreted under the f loor o f a house.

The house w as occupie d by a slave famil y, friends o f Winnie. During

the c old win ter w eather she suf fered severely fr om w et and c old,

get ting c onsider ably fr osted, but her fai th faile d not, e ven in the

hour o f gr eatest e xtr emi ty. She chose rather to suf fer thus than

endur e slavery any long er, especiall y as she was aware that the

auction-block a waited her . She had already been sold thr ee times;

she knew ther efore what i t w as to be sold.

Jacob Shuster w as the name o f the man whom she spok e of as

her tormen tor and master , and fr om whom she f led. He had been

engaged in the farming business, and had o wned qui te a lar ge

number o f slaves, but fr om time to time he had be en selling o ff, un til

he had reduced his stock c onsider ably.

Captain L ambdin, spok en of in Thomas Garr et tÕs let ter , had, in the

kindness o f his he art, br ought away in his schooner some

Under ground Rail Road passengers, but unf or tuna tel y he was

arr ested and thrust in to prison in N orf olk, Va., to await trial. H aving

no conf idenc e in his at torne y ther e he found tha t he w ould ha ve to

defend himself as best he c ould, c onsequentl y he wanted books, etc.

He was in the a t ti tude o f a dr owning man c atching a t a str aw. The

Commi t tee was powerless to aid him, e xcept wi th some mone y; as

the books tha t he desir ed had but li t tle ef fect in the lionsÕ den, in

which he w as. He had his trial, and w as sent to the peni ten tiar y, of

course.
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ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS

REWARD.ÑRan away fr om the subscri ber, living in R ockville.

Montgomer y county, Md., on Satur day, 31st of May last,

NEGRO MAN, ALFRED, about t wenty-t wo years of age; five

feet seven inches hig h; dark copper c olor , and rather g ood

looking.

He had on when he lef t a dar k blue and gr een plaid fr ock

coat, of cloth, and lig hter c olor ed plaid pan taloons.

I will g ive the above reward if tak en out o f the c ounty, and

in any of the States, or f if ty dollars if tak en in the c ounty or

the Distric t o f Columbia, and se cur ed so tha t I g et him again.

JOHN W. ANDERSON.

j6- 1wW2.

A man calling himself Alfr ed Homer , answering to the abo ve

description, c ame to the V igilanc e Commi t tee in June, 1856. As a

memorial w e tr ansferr ed the ad vertisemen t o f John W. Anderson to

our r ecord book, and c onclude d to le t tha t suf f ice. Alfred, however,

gave a full description o f his masterÕs character , and the motiv es

which impelle d him to se ek his fr eedom. He was listened to

at ten tiv ely, but his stor y was not enter ed on the book.
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Passengers from Maryland,
1857

WILLIAM HENRY MOODY, BELINDA
BIVANS, ETC.

William w as about t wenty years of age, black, usual size, and a lover

of li ber ty. He had heard of Canada, had forme d a very favorable

opinion o f the c ountr y and w as very desir ous of seeing i t. The man

who had habi tuall y robbed him o f his hir e, was a Òstout-built, ill-

natur ed man,Ó a farmer, by the name o f William H yson.

To meet the e xpenses of an extensiv e building en terprise which

he had under taken, it w as apparent tha t H yson would ha ve to sell

some of his pr oper ty. William and some six others o f the ser vants

got wind o f the fac t tha t the y would stand a chanc e of being in

the mar ket soon. N ot r elishing the ide a of going fur ther South the y

unanimousl y resolved to emigr ate to Canada. According ly the y

borr owed a horse fr om Dr . Wise, and another fr om H.K. Tic e, and

a carriag e fr om F.J. Posey, and Joseph P. MongÕs buggy (so it w as

stated in the Baltimor e Sun, of May 27th), and off the y star ted for

the pr omised land. The horses and c arriag es were all captur ed at

Chambersbur g, a day or t wo after the y set out, but the r est of

the pr oper ty hurrie d on to the Commi t tee. How Mr . Hyson r aised

the mone y to c arr y out his en terprise, W illiam and his Òungr atefulÓ

fellow-ser vants seemed not to be c oncerned.

Belinda Bivans. Belinda was a large woman, thir ty years of age,

wholl y black, and f led fr om Mr . Hyson, in c ompany wi th W illiam, and

those abo ve referr ed to, wi th the ide a of r eaching Canada, whi ther

her fa ther had f led eight years before.

She was eviden tl y pleased wi th the ide a of get ting a way fr om her
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ill-na tur ed mistr ess, from poor far e and hard work wi thout pa y.

She had experienc ed much har dship, and had be come w eary of

her trial in bondag e. She had been marrie d, but her husband had

died, leaving her wi th t wo li t tle g ir ls to c are for, both o f whom she

succeeded in bring ing away wi th her .

In r eference to the chur ch r elations o f her master and mistr ess,

she represented the f ormer as a backslider , and added tha t mone y

was his chur ch; of the la t ter she said, Òshe would g o and tak e the

sacrament, come back and the old bo y would be in her as big as a

horse.Ó Belinda could see but li t tle dif ference between her master

and mistr ess.

Joseph Winston. I n the Richmond Dispa tch, o f June 9th, the

follo wing ad vertisemen t w as found:

ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS

REWARD.ÑRan away fr om the subscri ber, RUNAWAY.Ñ$200

REWARD will be g iven if tak en in the sta te, and $500 if tak en

out o f the sta te.

Run away, my negr o boy JOE, sometimes c alled JOE

WINSTON; about 2 3 years old, a li t tle o ver 5 feet hig h, rather

stout-built, dar k ginger-br ead color , small moustache,

stammers badl y when c onfused or spok en to, took along t wo
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or thr ee suits of clothes, one a blue dr ess coat wi th br ass

but tons, black pan ts, and paten t le ather shoes, whi te hat,

silver w atch wi th g old chain; w as last seen in this ci ty on

Tuesday last, had a pass to H anover county, and supposed

to be making his w ay to wards York River, for the purpose o f

get ting on boar d some coasting v essel.

SAMUEL ELLIS.

The passenger above descri bed reached the Under ground Rail Road

station, June 6th, 1857.

ÒWhy did y ou leave your master?Ó said a member of the

Commi t tee to Joe. ÒI left because ther e was no enjoyment in sla very

for c olor ed people.Ó After sta ting ho w the sla ves were tr eated he

added, ÒI was working all the time f or master and he w as receiving

all my mone y for m y dail y labor .Ó ÒWhat business did y our master

follo w?Ó inquired the Commi t tee. ÒHe was a carpen ter b y tr ade.Ó

ÒWhat kind o f a looking man w as he?Ó again inquired the Commi t tee.

ÒHe was a large, stout man, don Õt swear, but lies and che ats.Ó Joe

admi t ted tha t he had be en tr eated very well all his lif e, wi th the

exception o f being depriv ed of his fr eedom. For eig ht years prior

to his esc ape he had been hir ed out, a par t o f the time as por ter

in a gr ocery stor e, the r emainder as bar -tender in a saloon. A t the

time o f his escape he was wor th t wenty-t wo dollars per mon th to

his master . Joe had to do o verwork and thus pr ocur e clothing f or

himself.

When a small bo y he r esolved, tha t he ne ver w ould w ork all his

days as a slave for the whi te people. As he advanced in y ears his

desir e for fr eedom incr eased. An offer of f if teen hundr ed dollars w as

made for Joe, so he was informe d a shor t time bef ore he escaped;

this c aused him to mo ve promptl y in the ma t ter o f carr ying out his

designs touching li ber ty.

His parents and thr ee brothers, sla ves, were to be lef t; but when

the de cisive hour c ame he was equal to the emer gency. In company

wi th W illiam N aylor secreted in a vessel, he was brought away and

delivered to the Commi t tee for aid and c ounsel, which he r eceived,
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and thus ende d his bondag e. The reward offered by his master ,

Samuel Ellis, pr oved of no avail.
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Arrival from Maryland

William Sc ot t. William w as about t wenty-f our y ears of age, well

made, thoug h not v ery heavyÑstammer ed consider ably when

speakingÑ wide awake and sensible nevertheless. For t wo years the

fear of being sold had not be en out o f his mind. T o meet a securi ty

agreement, which had be en contr acted by his mistr essÑabout

which a la w-sui t had be en pending f or t wo yearsÑwas what he

feared he should be sold f or. About the f irst o f May he found himself

in the hands o f the sherif f. On being tak en to Staf ford Cour t-H ouse

Jail, however, the sherif f permi t ted him to w alk a Òlit tle w ays.Ó It

occurr ed to W illiam tha t then w as his only chanc e to strik e for

fr eedom and Canada, at all hazar ds. He soon decided the ma t ter ,

and the sherif f saw no mor e of him.

Susan Fox was the name o f the person he w as compelle d to

call mistr ess. She was described as a Òlarge, por tl y woman, very

gross, with a toler ably severe temper , at times.Ó William Õs mother

and one o f his br others had be en sold b y this w omanÑan outr age

to be f orever r emember ed. His grandmother , one sister , wi th t wo

childr en, and a cousin wi th f ive childr en, all at tached by the sherif f,

for sale, were left in the hands o f his mistr ess. He was marrie d the

previous Christmas, but in the tr ying hour c ould do nothing f or his

wif e, but le ave her to the mer cy of slave-holders. The name o f the

sherif f tha t he outg eneralled was Walter Co x. William w as valued at

$1,000 .

Perhaps, after all, but f ew appr eciated the sorr ow tha t must ha ve

fille d the he arts of most o f those who esc aped. Thoug h the y

succeeded in gaining their o wn li ber tyÑthe y were not insensi ble

to the oppr ession of their friends and r elativ es left in bondag e. On

reaching Canada and tasting the sw eets of fr eedom, the thoug ht o f

dear friends in bondag e must have been acutel y painful.

William had man y perils to enc ounter . On one oc casion he w as

hotl y chased, but pr oved too f leet-f oote d for his pursuers. A t
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another time, when str aitened, he at tempte d to swim a riv er, but

failed. His fai th r emained str ong, nevertheless, and he suc ceeded in

reaching the Commi t tee.
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Arrival from Washington,
D.C., etc., 1857

GEORGE CARROLL, RANDOLPH
BRANSON, JOHN CLAGART, AND
WILLIAM ROYAN.

These four journe yed fr om ÒEgyptÓ together Ñbut did not le ave the

same Òkind protector .Ó

George was a full black, or dinar y size, twenty-f our y ears of age, and

a convert to the doc trine tha t he had a rig ht to himself. F or y ears the

idea of escape had been dail y cherishe d. Five times he had pr oposed

to bu y himself, but faile d to g et the c onsent o f his Òmaster ,Ó who

was a merchant, C.C. Hir ara, a man about sixt y years of age, and a

member o f the M ethodist Chur ch. His pr oper ty in slaves consiste d

of t wo men, t wo women, t wo gir ls and a boy.

Thr ee of GeorgeÕs brothers esc aped to Canada man y years prior

to his le avingÑther e he hoped on his arriv al to f ind them in the

possession of good farms. $1,300 w alked off in the person o f George.

Randolph, ph ysically, was a superior man. H e was thir ty-one y ears

of age and of a dark chestnut c olor . Weary wi th bondag e he came

to the c onclusion tha t he had ser ved a master long enoug h Òwithout

privileg es.Ó Against his master, Richard Reed, he had no har d things

to say, however. He was not a Òcrabbed, cr oss manÓÑhad but Òlit tle

to say,Ó but Òdidn Õt believe in fr eedom.Ó

Thr ee of his br others had be en sold South. Lef t his fa ther , two

sisters and one br other . Randolph was wor th pr obably $1,700.

John w as a well-made y ellow man, t wenty-t wo years of age, who
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had counted the c ost o f slavery thor oughly, besides having

experienc ed the ef fects of i t. According ly he r esolved to Òbe free or

die,Ó Òto kill or be killed, in tr ying to r each fr ee land somewher e!Ó

Having Òalways been hir ed out amongst v ery hard whi te people,Ó

he was Òunhapp y.Ó His owner , George Coleman, liv ed near Fairfax,

Va., and was a member o f the M ethodist Chur ch, but in his w ays

was Òvery sly,Óand Òdeadly against anything lik e Freedom.Ó He held

f if teen of his f ellow-men in chains.

For JohnÕs hir e he received one hundr ed and f if ty dollars a y ear.

He was, therefore, ranked wi th f irst-class Òstock,Ó valued at $1,500.

William w as about thir ty-f ive years of age, neat, and ple asing in his

manners. H e would be the f irst sele cted in a cr owd by a gentleman

or a lady, who mig ht w ant a very neat-looking man to a t tend to

household af fairs. Thoug h he consider ed Captain Cunning ham, his

master , a Òtolerable fair man,Ó he was not conten t to be r obbed of his

li ber ty and earnings. As he f elt tha t he Òcould tak e care of himself,Ó

he decided to le t the Captain ha ve the same chanc eÑand so he

steered his course str aight f or Canada.
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Arrival from Unionville, 1857

ISRAEL TODD, AND BAZIL ALDRIDGE.

Israel was twenty-thr ee years of age, yellow, tall, w ell made and

intellig ent. He f led fr om Frederick c ounty, Md. Thr ough the sw eat

of his br ow, Dr. Greenberr y Sappington and his famil y had been

living a t ease. The doctor w as a Catholic, o wning onl y one other , and

was said to be a man o f Òrig ht disposi tion.Ó His wif e, however, was

Òso mean that nobod y could sta y wi th her .Ó Israel was prompte d to

escape to save his wif e, (had latel y been marrie d) and her br other

fr om being sold south. H is detesta tion o f slavery in every shape

was very decided. He was a valuable man, w or th to a tr ader f if teen

hundr ed dollars, per haps.

Bazil was only seventeen years of age. About as near a kin to the

Òwhite f olksÓ as to the color ed people, and about as str ong an

opponen t o f slavery as any ÒSaxonÓ going o f his age. He was a

brother -in-la w of Israel, and accompanie d him on the Under ground

Rail Road. Bazil was held to ser vice or labor b y Thorn ton Pool,

a stor e-k eeper, and also farmer , and at the same time an ar dent

lover of the Òcretur ,Ó so much so that Òhe kept about half -drunk all

the time. Ó So Bazil aff irme d. The good spiri t mo ved t wo of BazilÕs

brothers to esc ape the spring bef ore. A few mon ths af ter wards a

brother and sister w ere sold south. T o manage the ma t ter smoothl y,

previous to selling them, the master pr etende d tha t he w as Òonly

going to hir e them out a shor t distanc e fr om home.Ó But inste ad

of doing so he sold them south. Bazil mig ht be put do wn at nine

hundr ed dollars.
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Arrival from Maryland, 1857

ORDEE LEE, AND RICHARD J. BOOCE.

Both o f these passengers came fr om Mar yland. Or dee was about

thir ty-f ive years of age, gingerbr ead color , well made, and

intellig ent. Being allo wed no chanc es to make anything f or himself,

was the excuse offered for his esc ape. Though, as will appe ar

presentl y, other c auses also helped to mak e him ha te his oppr ession.

The man who had dail y robbed him, and c ompelle d him to c all him

master , was a notorious Ògambler ,Ó by the name o f Elijah Thompson,

residing in Mar yland. ÒBy his bad habi ts he had run thr ough wi th his

proper ty, thoug h in socie ty he stood pr et ty toler ably hig h amongst

some people; then again some didn Õt like him, he w as a mean man,

all for himself. H e was a man that didn Õt care anything about his

servants, except to g et w ork out o f them. W hen he c ame wher e the

servants w ere working, he w ould snap and bi te at them and if he

said anything a t all, i t w as to hurr y the w ork on.Ó

ÒHe never gave me,Ó said Ordee, Òa half a dollar in his lif e. DidnÕt

mor e than half f eed, said tha t me at and f ish was too hig h to e at.

As for clothing, he ne ver gave me a new hat f or every day, nor a

Sunday rag in his lif e.Ó Of his mistress, he said, ÒShe was stingy and

close,Ñmade him (his master ) worse than wha t he w ould ha ve been.Ó

Two of his br others w ere sold to Ge orgia, and his uncle w as cheated

out o f his fr eedom. Lef t thr ee brothers and t wo sisters in chains.

Elijah Thompson had a t le ast f if teen hundr ed dollars less to spor t

upon b y this bold step on the par t o f Or dee.

Richard was about t wenty-t wo years of age, well gr own, and a very

likely-looking ar ticle, o f a chestnut c olor , wi th mor e than c ommon

intellig ence for a slave.

His complain ts were that he had be en tr eated Òbad,Ó allowed Òno
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privileg esÓ to make anything, allo wed Òno Sunday clothing, Ó &c. So he

lef t the por tl y-looking Dr . Hughes, wi th no f eeling o f indebte dness

or r egret. And as to his Òcross and ill-na tur edÓ mistress, with her

four childr en, the y mig ht whistle f or his ser vices and suppor t. H is

master had, ho wever, some eighteen or t wenty others to r ob for the

suppor t o f himself and famil y, so they were in no gr eat dang er of

star ving.

ÒWould y our o wner be apt to pursue y ou?Ó said a member of the

Commi t tee. ÒI donÕt think he will. He was after t wo uncles o f mine,

one time, saw them, and talk ed wi th them, but w as made to run.Ó

Richard lef t behind his mother , step-fa ther , two sisters, and one

brother . As a slave, he would ha ve been consider ed cheap at sixte en

hundr ed dollars. H e was a fine specimen.
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Arrival from Cambridge, 1857

Silas Long and Solomon Lig ht. Silas and Solomon both lef t tog ether

fr om Cambridg e, Md.

Silas was quite black, spar e-built and about t wenty-seven years of

age. He was owned by Sherif f Rober t Bell, a man about Òsixt y years

of age, and had his name up to be the har dest man in the c ounty.Ó

ÒThe Sherif fÕs wif e was about pr et ty much such a w oman as he was

a manÑther e was not a pin Õs poin t o f dif ference between them.Ó The

fear of having to be sold c aused this Silas to seek the Under ground

Rail Road. Leaving his mother , one br other and one c ousin, and

providing himself wi th a Bowie-knif e and a few dollars in mone y,

he resolved to r each Canada, Òor die on the w ay.Ó Of course, when

slaves reached this desper ate poin t, the w ay to Canada w as

generally found.

Solomon w as about t wenty-thr ee years of age, a good-na tur ed-

looking Òarticle,Ó who also left Cambridg e, and the pr otection o f a

certain W illis Branick, descri bed as an Òunaccountable me an man.Ó

ÒHe never gave me any mone y in his lif e,Ó said Sol., Òbut spent i t

pret ty fr eely for liquor .Ó ÒHe would not allo w enoug h to e at, or

clothing suf f icien t.Ó And he sold Sol.Õs brother the y ear before he

f led, Òbecause he could not whip him. Ó The fear of being sold

prompte d Sol. to f lee. The very day he escaped he had a serious

combat wi th t wo of his masterÕs sons. The thumb o f one o f them

being Òbadly bi t,Ó and the other used roughlyÑthe ir e of the master

and sons was raised to a v ery hig h degr eeÑand the v erdic t w ent

for th tha t ÒSol. should be sold to-morr ow.Ó Unhesitating ly, he

star ted for the Under ground Rail Road and CanadaÑand his ef for ts

were not in v ain. Damages, $1,500.
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ÒTHE MOTHER OF TWELVE CHILDREN.Ó

OLD JANE DAVISÑFLED TO ESCAPE THE AUCTION-BLOCK.

The appende d let ter , from Thomas Garr et t, will ser ve to in tr oduce

one of the most r emarkable cases that i t w as our privileg e to r epor t

or assist:

WILMIN GTON, 6 mo., 9th, 1857.

ESTEEMED FRIENDÑWILLIAM STILL:Ñ We have here in

this plac e, at Comeg ys Munson Õs an old color ed woman, the

mother o f t welve childr en, one half o f which has be en sold

South. She has been so ill use d, tha t she w as compelle d

to le ave husband and childr en behind, and is desir ous of

get ting to a br other who liv es at Buf falo. She was nearly

naked. She called at m y house on 7th da y nig ht, but being

fr om home, did not se e her till last e vening. I ha ve procur ed

her t wo under garmen ts, one ne w; t wo skir ts, one new; a

good fr ock wi th c ape; one of my wif eÕs bonnets and

stockings, and ga ve her f ive dollars in g old, which, if pr oper ly

used, will put her pr et ty well on the w ay. I also gave her a

let ter to the e. Since I gave them to her she has c onclude d to

stay wher e she is till 7th da y nig ht, when Comeg ys Munson

says he can leave his work and will g o wi th her to th y house.

I wri te this so tha t the e may be pr epared for them; the y

ought to arriv e between 11 and 12 oÕclock. Perhaps the e may

find some fug itiv e that will be willing to ac company her .

With desir e for th y welfar e and the c ause of the oppr essed, I

remain th y friend,

THOS. GARRETT.

Jane did not kno w ho w old she w as. She was probably sixt y or

seventy. She fled to k eep fr om being sold. She had be en Òwhipt rig ht

smart,Ó poorly fed and poor ly clothe d, by a certain Roger M cZant, of

the N ew Mar ket Distric t, Eastern Shor e of Mar yland. H is wif e was a

Òbad woman too.Ó Just before escaping, Jane got a whisper tha t her
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ÒmasterÓ was about to sell her; on asking him if the rumor w as true,

he was silent. He had been asking Òone hundr ed dollarsÓ for her .

Remembering tha t f our o f her childr en had been snatche d away

fr om her and sold South, and she herself w as thr eatened wi th the

same fate, she was willing to suf fer hung er, sleep in the w oods

for nig hts and days, wandering to wards Canada, rather than trust

herself an y long er under the pr otection o f her ÒkindÓ owner . Before

reaching a plac e of r epose she was thr ee weeks in the woods, almost

wholl y wi thout nourishmen t.

Jane, doubtless, r epresented thousands o f old sla ve mothers, who,

after ha ving been worn out under the y oke, were fr equentl y either

offered for sale f or a trif le, turne d off to die, or c ompelle d to ek e out

their e xistenc e on the most stin ted allowance.
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Benjamin Ross, and His Wife
Harriet

FLED FROM CAROLINE COUNTY, EASTERN SHORE OF MARYLAND,

JUNE, 1857.

This par ty stated tha t Dr . Anthon y Thompson had claime d them

as his proper ty. They gave the Commi t tee a pret ty full r epor t o f

how the y had been tr eated in slavery, especiall y under the doc tor .

A few of the in ter esting poin ts w ere note d as follo ws: The doc tor

owned about t wenty head of slaves when the y lef t; f ormer ly he had

owned a much lar ger number , but cir cumstanc es had led him to

make frequent sales during the f ew years pr evious to their esc ape,

by which the stock had be en reduced. As well as having been lar gely

inter ested in slaves, he had at the same time be en lar gely in ter ested

in r eal estate, to the e xten t o f a dozen farms a t le ast. But in

consequence of having r eached out too far , several of his farms had

slipped out o f his hands.

Upon the whole, Ben jamin pr onounc ed him a r ough man to wards

his slaves, and declared, tha t he had not g iven him a dollar sinc e

the de ath o f his (the masterÕs) father , which had be en at le ast t wenty

years prior to Ben jaminÕs escape. But Ben. did not stop her e, he

went on to spe ak of the r elig ious char acter o f his master , and also

to descri be him ph ysically; he was a Methodist pr eacher, and had

been Òpretending to pr each for t wenty years.Ó Then the fact tha t a

por tion o f their childr en had been sold to Ge orgia by this master

was referr ed to wi th much f eeling b y Ben and his wif e; likewise the

fact tha t he had stin ted them f or f ood and clothing, and le d them a

rough lif e generally, which lef t them no r oom to belie ve that he w as

anything else than Òa wolf in she epÕs clothing. Ó They descri bed him

as a Òspare-built man, bald he ad, wearing a wig.Ó

These two tr avelers had ne arly reached their thr ee score years

and ten under the y oke. Nevertheless the y seemed delig hted at the
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idea of going to a fr ee countr y to en joy fr eedom, if onl y for a shor t

time. M oreover some o f their childr en had escaped in da ys past, and

these the y hoped to f ind. N ot man y of those thus ad vanced in y ears

ever succeeded in get ting to Canada.
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Arrival from Virginia, 1857

WILLIAM JACKSON.

William w as about f if ty years of age, of usual siz e, of good addr ess,

and in tellig ent. He was born the pr oper ty of a slaveholder , by the

name of Daniel Minne, r esiding in Ale xandria in V ir ginia. H is master

was about eig hty-f our y ears of age, and was regarded as kind,

thoug h he had sold some o f his slaves and was in favor o f slavery. He

had t wo sons, Rober t and Al ber t, Òboth dissipated, would la yabout

the tippling ta verns, and k eep low company, so much so tha t the y

were not c alculated to do an y business for their fa ther .Ó William had

to be a kind o f a rig ht hand man to his master . The sons seeing

that the Òproper tyÓ was truste d inste ad of themsel ves, very natur ally

hated i t, so the y oung men r esolved tha t at the de ath o f their fa ther ,

William should be sen t as far south as possi ble. Knowing tha t the

old man c ould not stand i t much long er, William sa w tha t i t w as his

polic y to g et away as fast as he could. H e was the husband o f a fr ee

wif e, who had c ome on in ad vance of him.

For thir ty years William had be en foreman on his old masterÕs

plantation, and but f or the appr ehension c aused by the ill-will o f his

prospectiv e young masters, he w ould doubtless ha ve remained in

servitude a t le ast until the de ath o f the old man. B ut when W illiam

ref lected, and saw wha t he had be en depriv ed of all his lif e by being

held in bondag e, and when he began to br eathe fr ee air, wi th the

prospect o f ending his da ys on fr ee land, he r ejoiced tha t his e yes

had been opened to see his danger, and tha t he had be en moved to

make a start f or li ber ty.
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Arrival from Delaware, 1857

JOHN WRIGHT AND WIFE, ELIZABETH
ANN, AND CHARLES CONNOR.

This par ty arriv ed fr om Sussex county. John w as about thir ty years

of age, ordinar y size, full black and cle ar-he aded. In physical

appearance he would ha ve readily passed for a superior labor er.

The keenness of his eyes and quickness o f his per ception, ho wever,

would doubtless ha ve render ed him an obje ct o f suspicion in some

parts of the South. The truth w as that the lo ve of li ber ty was clearly

indic ated in his e xpr essive countenanc e. William S. Phillips, a

farmer , had been ÒsuckingÓ JohnÕs blood, and k eeping him poor and

ignor ant f or the last eig ht years at le ast; before that, PhillipsÕ father

had defr auded him o f his hir e.

Under the fa ther and son J ohn had f ound plen ty of har d work

and bad usage, severe and repeated f loggings not e xcepted. Old

master and mistr ess and young master and mistr ess, including the

entir e famil y, belonged to wha t w as known as the ÒFarmer chur ch,Ó

at Por tsville. Out wardly the y were good Christians. ÒOccasionally,Ó

John said, Òthe old man w ould ha ve famil y pr ayers,Ó and to use

JohnÕs own w ords, Òin company he would tr y to mor alize, but out o f

company was as great a r owdy as ever w as.Ó In fur ther descri bing his

old master , he said tha t he w as a large man, wi th a r ed face and blun t

nose, and was very quick and f ier y in his temper; w ould drink and

swearÑand e ven his wif e, wi th all hands, w ould ha ve to run when he

was Òraised.Ó

Of his y oung master he said: ÒHe was quite a long-bodie d, thin-

faced man, w eighing o ver one hundr ed and f if ty pounds. I n temper

just lik e his father , thoug h he did not drink Ñtha t is all the g ood

quali ty tha t I c an recommend in him. Ó John said also tha t his master ,

on one oc casion, in a most terri bly angr y mood, thr eatened tha t he
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would Òwade up to his kne es in his (JohnÕs) blood.Ó It so happene d

that JohnÕs blood w as up pr et ty hig h just at tha t time; he ga ve

his master to understand tha t he w ould r ather g o South (be sold)

than submi t to the sc our ging which w as imminen t. JohnÕs pluck

probably had the ef fect o f allaying the masterÕs fir e; at any rate

the storm subside d after a while, and un til the da y tha t he took the

Under ground Rail Road car the ser vant managed to put up wi th his

master . As JohnÕs wif e was on the eve of being sold he w as prompte d

to le ave some time sooner than he other wise would have done.

THE WIFE’S STATEMENT

She was thir ty-t wo years of age, of good ph ysical pr opor tions, and

a promising-looking person, abo ve the or dinar y class of slaves

belong ing to Dela ware. She was owned by Jane Cooper , who liv ed

near Laurel, in Sussex county. She had been mor e accustome d to

field labor than house-w ork; ploug hing, f encing, driving te am,

grubbing, cut ting w ood, etc., w ere well understood b y her . During

Òfeeding timesÓ she had to assist in the house. I n this r espect, she

had har der times than the men. H er mistr ess was also in the habi t

of hiring Elizabe th out b y the da y to w ash. On these oc casions she

was requir ed to rise e arly enoug h to milk the c ows, get br eakfast,

and feed the hogs bef ore sunrise, so tha t she mig ht be at her da yÕs

washing in g ood time.

It is plainl y to be seen, that Elizabe th had not me t wi th the ÒeaseÓ

and kindness which man y claime d for the sla ve. Elizabeth w as

sensible of the wr ongs inf lic ted by her Dela ware mistr ess, and

painted her in v ery vivid c olors. H er mistr ess was a widow, Òqui te

old,Ó but Òvery frisky ,Ó and Òwore a wig to hide her gr ay hairs.Ó At

the de ath o f her husband, the sla ves believed, fr om wha t the y had

heard their master sa y, that the y would be fr eed, each at the ag e of

thir ty. But no will w as found, which c aused Elizabeth, as well as the
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rest of the sla ves, to distrust the mistr ess more than ever, as they

suspected tha t she kne w something o f i ts disappe arance.

Her mistr ess belonged to the Pr esbyterian Chur ch, but w ould

have Òfamily pr ayers onl y when the minister w ould stop;Ó Elizabeth

thoug ht tha t she took gr eater pains to ple ase the minister than her

Maker. Elizabeth had no fai th in such r elig ion.

Both Elizabe th and her husband w ere members o f the M ethodist

Chur ch. Neither had e ver been permi t ted to le arn to r ead or wri te,

but the y were natur ally very smar t. John lef t his mother and one

sister in bondag e. One of his br others f led to Canada f if teen years

before their esc ape. His name was Abraham.

Charles Connor , the thir d person in the par ty, was twenty-seven

years of ageÑfast color , and a toug h-looking Òarticle,Ó who would

have brought t welve hundr ed dollars or mor e in the hands o f a

Baltimor e tr ader. The man fr om whom Char les f led was known b y

the name o f John Chipman, and w as described as Òa fleshy man,

wi th r ank beard and quick temper , very hardÑc ommonl y kept full

of liquor , thoug h he w ould not g et so drunk tha t he c ould not g o

about.Ó For a long time Char les had been the main dependenc e

on his masterÕs place, as he only owned t wo other sla ves. Charles

par ticular ly remarked, tha t no w eather w as too bad f or them to be

kept at w ork in the f ield. Char les was a fair specimen o f the Òcorn-

f ield hand,Ó but thought tha t he c ould tak e care of himself in Canada.
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Arrival from Alexandria, 1857

OSCAR D. BALL, AND MONTGOMERY
GRAHAM.

FOUR HUNDRED DOLLARS

REWARD.ÑRan away fr om the o wner in Ale xandria, Va., on

the nig ht o f the 13th inst., t wo young negr o men, fr om

twenty to t wenty-f ive years of age. MONTGOMERY is a very

brig ht mula t to, about f ive feet, six inches in heig ht, of poli te

manners, and smiles much when spe aking or spok en to.

OSCAR is of a tawny comple xion, about six f eet hig h,

sluggish in his appe arance and movements, and o f awkw ard

manners. One hundr ed dollars e ach will be paid f or the

delivery of the abo ve slaves if tak en in a slave state, or t wo

hundr ed dollars e ach if tak en in a fr ee state. One or mor e

slaves belonging to other o wners, i t is suppose d, went in

their c ompany.

Address: JOHN T. GORDON,
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Alexandria, Va.

Althoug h the name o f John T. Gordon appe ars signed to the abo ve

advertisemen t, he w as not the o wner o f Montgomer y and Oscar.

According to their o wn testimon y the y belong ed to a maiden lad y,

by the name o f Miss Elizabe th Gor don, who pr obably thoug ht tha t

the business o f advertising f or runa way negr oes was rather bene ath

her.

While both these passeng ers manif ested great satisfac tion in

leaving their mistr ess they did not g ive her a bad name. On the

contr ary the y gave her just such a char acter as the lad y mig ht have

been pleased wi th in the main. The y descri bed her thus: ÒMistr ess

was a spare woman, toler ably tall, and v ery kind, e xcept when sick,

she would not pa y much a t ten tion then. She w as a member o f the

Southern M ethodist Chur ch, and w as stric t in her r elig ion.Ó

Having a good degr ee of fai th in his mistr ess, Oscar made bold

one day to ask her ho w much she w ould tak e for him. She agr eed

to tak e eight hundr ed dollars. Osc ar wishing to driv e a pret ty close

bargain offered her seven hundr ed dollars, hoping tha t she w ould

view the ma t ter in a r elig ious lig ht, and w ould c ome down one

hundr ed dollars. Af ter r ef lection inste ad of making a r eduction, she

raised the amoun t to one thousand dollars, which Osc ar conclude d

was too much f or himself. I t w as not, ho wever, as much as he was

wor th according to his mistr essÕ estimate, for she de clared tha t she

had often be en offered f if teen hundr ed dollars f or him. Miss Gor don

raised Oscar fr om a child and had tr eated him as a pet. W hen he w as

a lit tle ÒshaverÓ seven or eig ht years of age, she made it a pr actic e to

have him sleep wi th her , showing tha t she had no pr ejudic e.

Being r ather o f a rare type of slave-holders she is en ti tle d to

special cr edi t. M ontgomer y the c ompanion o f Oscar could sc arcely

be distinguishe d fr om the whi te f olks. In speaking o f his mistr ess,

however, he did not e xpr ess himself in terms qui te so

complimen tar y as Oscar. With r egard to g iving Òpasses,Ó he

consider ed her narr ow, to say the le ast. But he w as in such perf ectl y

good humor wi th everybody, owing to the fac t tha t he had
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succeeded in g et ting his ne ck out o f the y oke, that he eviden tl y had

no desir e to say hard things about her .

Judging fr om his stor y he had been for a long time desiring his

fr eedom and looking dilig entl y for the Under ground Rail Road, but

he had had man y things to c ontend wi th when looking the ma t ter

of escape in the fac e. Arriving in P hiladelphia, and f inding himself

breathing fr ee air, receiving aid and enc our agement in a manner

that he had ne ver kno wn bef ore, he was one of the happiest o f

creatur es.

Oscar lef t his wif e and one child, one br other and t wo sisters.

Montgomer y lef t one sister , but no other ne ar kin.

Instead of going to Canada, Osc ar and his c omr ade pi tche d their

ten ts in Osw ego, N.Y., wher e they changed their names, and inste ad

of r eturning themsel ves to their kind mistr ess they were wick ed

enough to be plot ting as to ho w some o f their friends mig ht get o ff

on the Under ground Rail Road, as may be seen fr om the appende d

let ters fr om Oscar, who w as thoug ht to be slugg ish, etc.

OSWEGO, Oct 25th, 1857.

DEAR SIR:ÑI tak e this oppor tuni ty of wri ting y ou these

few lines to inf orm y ou tha t I am w ell and hope these f ew

lines will f ind y ou the same (and your famil y you must e xcuse

me for not wri ting to y ou before. I would ha ve wri t ten to y ou

before this but I put a way the c ard you gave me and could

not f ind i t un til a f ew days sins). I did not g o to Canada f or I

got w ork in Osw ego, but times ar e very dull her e at pr esent.

I have been out o f emplo y about f ive weeks I would lik e to

go to Austr alia. Do you kno w of any gentleman tha t is going

ther e or any other plac e, except south tha t w ants a servant

to go ther e wi th him to w ait on him or do an y other w ork, I

have a brother tha t w ants to c ome nor th. I r eceived a let ter

fr om him a f ew days ago. Can you tell me o f any plan tha t

I can f ix to g et him g ive my respects to Mrs. S till and all

you famil y. Please let me kno w if y ou hear of any ber th o f
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that kind. N othing mor e at pr esent I r emain your obe dien t

servant,

OSCAR D. BALL

But m y name is no w John Delane y. Dir ect your le t ter to

John Delane y Oswego N.Y. care of R. Oliphant.

OSWEGO, Nov. 21st, 1857.

MR. WILLIAM STILL, ESQ. DEAR SIR:ÑYour le t ter o f the

19th came dul y to hand I am g lad to he ar tha t the

Under ground Rail Road is doing so w ell I kno w those thr ee

well tha t you said come fr om alex I br oke the ic e and i t

seems as if the y are going to k eep the tr ack open, but I had

to stand and beg o f those t wo tha t star ted wi th me to c ome

and even give one of them mone y and then he did not w ant

to c ome. I had a le t ter fr om m y br other a f ew days ago, and

he says if he liv es and nothing happens to him he will mak e a

star t f or the nor th and ther e is many others ther e that w ould

star t no w but the y are afraid of get ting fr ost bi t ten. ther e

was two lef t alex about f ive or six w eeks ago. ther names ar e

as follo ws Lawr ence Thorn ton and T ownsend Derri t. have

they been to philadelphia fr om wha t I c an learn the y will

leave alex in mourning ne xt spring in the last le t ter I g ot

fr om m y br other he name d a good man y tha t w anted to

come when he did and the ar e all sound men and c an be

truste d. he reads and wri tes his o wn le t ters. W illiam T riple t

and Thomas H arper passed thr ough hear last summer fr om

my old home which w ay did those thr ee that you spoke of

go times ar e very dull her e at pr esent and I c an get nothing

to do. but thank God ha ve a good boar ding house and will

be shelter ed fr om the w eather this win ter g ive my respects

to y our famil y Montgomer y sends his also Nothing mor e at

presant

Yours trul y JOHN DELANEY.
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THE ACTING COMMITTEE

N.W. DEPEE.

JACOB C. WHITE.
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CHARLES WISE,

TREASURER

EDWIN H. COATES
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Arrival from Unionville, 1857

CAROLINE ALDRIDGE AND JOHN WOOD.

Caroline w as a stout, lig ht-c omple xione d, health y-looking y oung

woman of t wenty-thr ee years of age. She fled fr om Thorn ton Poole,

of Union ville, M d. She gave her master the char acter o f being a Òvery

mean man; wi th a wif e meaner still, Ó ÒI consider them me an in every

respect,Ó said Caroline. N o great while bef ore she escaped, one of

her br others and a sister had be en sent to the Southern mar ket.

Recentl y she had been appriz ed tha t herself and a y ounger br other

would ha ve to go the same dr eadful r oad. She ther efore consulte d

wi th the br other and a par ticular y oung friend, to whom she w as

Òengaged,Ó which resulted in the depar tur e of all thr ee of them.

Thoug h the or dinar y steps r elativ e to marriag e, as far as slaves

were allowed, had been complie d wi th, ne vertheless on the r oad to

Canada, they availed themsel ves of the mor e perf ect w ay of having

the c eremony perf orme d, and went on their w ay rejoicing.

Since the sale of Caroline Õs brother and sister , just r eferr ed to,

her mother and thr ee childr en had made good their e xi t to Canada,

having been eviden tl y pr ompte d by said sale. Long bef ore that time,

however, thr ee other br others f led on the Under ground Rail Road.

They were encour aged to hope to me et each other in Canada.

JOHN WOOD. John w as about t wenty-eig ht years of age, of

agreeable manners, in tellig ent, and gave evidenc e of a str ong

appreciation o f li ber ty. Times wi th John had Ònot be en very rough,Ó

until wi thin the last y ear of his bondag e. By the r emoval of his old

master b y death, a chang e for the w orse follo wed. The executors

of the esta teÑone o f whom o wed him an old grudg eÑmade him

acquain ted wi th the fac t, tha t amongst c ertain others, he w ould

have to be sold. Judge Bir ch (one of the e xecutors ), ÒitchingÓ to
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see him Òbroke in,Ó Òtook particular painsÓ to speak to a notorious

tyrant by the name o f Boldin, to bu y him. Ac cording ly on the da y of

sale, Boldin w as on hand and the suc cessful bidder f or John. Being

familiar wi th, the customs o f this terri ble Boldin,Ño f the star ving

fare and cruel f logging usual on his farm, J ohn muster ed cour age

to de clare at the sale, tha t he Òwould not serve him .Ó In the he aring

of his ne w master , he said, Òbefore I will serve him I will CUT my

thr oat!Ó The master smiled, and simpl y asked for a r ope; Òhad me

tie d and deliv ered in to the hands o f a constable,Ó to be sent over to

the farm. Bef ore reaching his destina tion, John manag ed to un tie his

hands and f eet and f lee to the w oods. For thr ee days he remained

secreted. Once or t wic e he secretl y managed to g et an in ter view

wi th his mother and one o f his sisters, b y whom he w as persuaded

to r eturn to his master . Taking their ad vice, he commenc ed service

under cir cumstanc es, compar ed wi th which, the die t, labor and

comf or ts of an ordinar y peni ten tiar y would ha ve been luxurious.

The chief f ood allo wed the sla ves on the plan tation c onsiste d of the

pot liquor in which the por k was boiled, wi th I ndian-me al bread.

The mer est glance at wha t he experienc ed during his brief sta y on

the plan tation must suf f ice. In the f ield wher e John, wi th a number

of others w as working, stood a hill, up which the y were repeatedly

oblig ed to ascend, wi th loads on their backs, and the o verseer at

their he els, wi th lash in hand, oc casionally slashing at f irst one

and then another; to k eep up, the utmost ph ysical endur ance was

taxed. John, thoug h a stout y oung man, and ha ving ne ver kno wn any

other c ondi tion than tha t o f servitude, ne vertheless f ound himself

qui te une qual to the pr esent oc casion. ÒI was surprise d,Ó said he,

Òto see the exper tness wi th which all f lew up the hill. Ó ÒOne woman,

quite LUSTY, unf it to be out of the house, on RUNNIN G UP THE HILL,

fell; in a momen t she w as up again wi th her brush on her back, and

an hour af ter wards the o verseer w as whipping her .Ó ÒMy turn c ame.Ó

ÒWhat is the r eason you canÕt get up the hill faster?Ó e xclaime d the

overseer, at the same time he struck me wi th a c owhide. ÒI told him

I would not stand i t.Ó ÒOld Uncle Ge orge Washington ne ver faile d to

get a whipping e very day.Ó
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So after ser ving at this onl y a few days, John made his last solemn

vow to be fr ee or die; and o ff he star ted for Canada. Thoug h he had

to c ontend wi th c ountless dif f iculties he a t last made the desir ed

haven. He hailed fr om one o f the lo wer counties o f Mar yland.

John w as not c onten ted to en joy the boon alone, but lik e a true

lover of fr eedom he r emember ed those in bonds as bound wi th

them, and so w as scheming to mak e a hazardous Òadventur eÓ South,

on the e xpr ess errand of deliv ering his Òfamily,Ó as the subjoined

let ter will sho w:

GLANDFORD, August 15th, 1858.

DEAR SIR:ÑI r eceived your le t ter and w as glad to he ar tha t

your wif e and famil y was all well and I hope i t will c ontinue

so. I am glad to inf orm y ou tha t this le aves me well. Also, Mr .

Wm. Still, I w ant f or y ou to send me y our opinion r especting

my cir cumstanc es. I have made up m y mind to mak e an

adventur e after m y famil y and I w ant to g et an answ er fr om

you and then I shall kno w ho w to ac t and then I will send

to y ou all par ticulars r especting m y star ting to c ome to y our

house. Mr . Still I should be g lad to kno w whar e Abraham

Harris is, as I should be as g lad to see him as well as any of

my own br others. H is wif e and my wif eÕs mother is sisters.

My wif e belongs to Elson B urdelÕs estate. Abr ahamÕs wif e

belongs to Sam Adams. Mr . Still y ou must not think har d of

me for wri ting y ou these f ew lines as I c annot r est un til I

release my dear famil y. I have not the le ast doubt but I c an

get thr ough wi thout the le ast tr ouble. So no mor e at pr esent

fr om your humble ser vant,

JOHN B. WOODS.
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Arrival from New Orleans,
1857

JAMES CONNER, SHOT IN DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE BODY.

James stated to the Commi t tee that he w as about f or ty-thr ee

years of age, that he w as born a slave in Nelson county, Ky., and

that he w as first o wned by a wido w lady by the name o f Ruth H ead.

ÒShe (mistr ess) was like a mother to me, Ó said Jim. ÒI was about

sixte en years old when she die d; the esta te w as set tle d and I w as

sold South to a man name d Vincent Turner , a planter , and about the

worst man, I e xpect, tha t ever the sun shine d on. H is slaves he fair ly

mur dered; t wo hundr ed lashes were merely a promise f or him. H e

owned about thr ee hundr ed slaves. I lived wi th T urner un til he die d.

After his de ath I still liv ed on the plan tation wi th his wido w, Mrs.

Vir ginia T urner .Ó About twelve years ago (prior to Jim Õs escape) she

was marrie d to a Mr . Charles Parlange, Òa poor man, thoug h a very

smart man, bad-he arted, and very barbar ous.Ó

Before her second marriag e cot ton had al ways been cultiv ated,

but a f ew years later sugar had tak en the plac e of cot ton, and had

become the principal thing r aised in tha t par t o f the c ountr y. Under

the chang e sugar was raised and the sla ves were made to e xperienc e

harder times than e ver; the y were allowed to ha ve only fr om thr ee

to thr ee and a half pounds o f por k a week, wi th a peck of meal;

nothing else w as allowed. They commenc ed work in the morning,

just when the y could bar ely see; they qui t w ork in the e vening when

they could not se e to w ork long er.

Mistr ess was a large, por tl y woman, good-looking, and pr et ty well

liked by her slaves. The place wher e the plan tation w as located

was at Poin t Copee, on Falls River, about one hundr ed and f if ty

miles fr om New Or leans. She also owned pr oper ty and about t wenty

slaves in the ci ty of New Or leans.

ÒI lived ther e and hir ed my time f or awhile. I sa w some har d times
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on the plan tation. Man y a time I ha ve seen slaves whippe d almost

to de athÑ well, I tell y ou I have seen them whippe d to de ath. A slave

named Sam was whippe d to de ath tie d to the gr ound. Joe, another

slave, was whippe d to de ath b y the o verseer: running a way was the

crime.

ÒFour times I w as shot. Once, before I would be tak en, all hands,

young and old on the plan tation w ere on the chase af ter me. I

was strongly armed wi th an ax e, tomahawk, and butcher knif e. I

expected to be kille d on the spot, but I g ot to the w oods and stayed

two days. At nig ht I w ent back to the plan tation and g ot some thing

to eat. W hile going back to the w oods I w as shot in the thig h, legs,

back and head, was badly wounde d, my mind w as to die r ather than

be taken. I r an a half mile af ter I w as shot, but w as taken. I have

shot in me no w. Feel her e on my head, feel my back, feel buck shot

in m y thig h. I shall c arr y shot in me to m y grave. I have been shot

four dif ferent times. I w as shot t wic e by a fellow servant; i t w as

my masterÕs orders. Another time b y the o verseer. Shooting w as no

uncommon thing in Louisiana. A t one time I w as allowed to r aise

hogs. I had t wenty-f ive taken fr om me wi thout being allo wed the

first c opper .

ÒMy mistr ess promised me at another time f or ty dollars f or

gathering hone y, but when I w ent to her , she said, by and by, but

the b y and by never came. In 1853 my fr eedom w as promised; for

f ive years before this time I had be en overseer; during f our y ears

of this time a visi t w as made to France by my owners, but on their

return m y fr eedom w as not g iven me. My mistr ess thoug ht I had

made enoug h mone y to bu y myself. They asked eleven hundr ed and

fif ty dollars f or me. I told them tha t I hadn Õt the money. Then the y

said if I w ould g o wi th them to V ir ginia af ter a number o f slaves

they wishe d to pur chase, and would be a good bo y, they would g ive

me my fr eedom on the r eturn o f the trip. W e star ted on the 8th o f

June, 1857. I made fair pr omises wishing to tr avel, and the y placed all

conf idenc e in me. I w as to carr y the slaves back from Vir ginia.

ÒThey came as far as Baltimor e, and the y began to talk o f coming

far ther N or th, to P hiladelphia. The y talk ed very good to me, and told
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me tha t if the y br ought me wi th them to a fr ee State tha t I must not

leave them; talk ed a good deal about g iving me m y fr eedom, as had

been pr omised before star ting, e tc. I le t on to them tha t I had no

wish to g o Nor th; tha t Baltimor e was as far Nor th as I wishe d to see,

and tha t I had r ather be g oing home than g oing N or th. I told them

that I w as tir ed of this c ountr y. In speaking o f coming N or th, the y

made men tion o f the Alleg hany moun tains. I told them tha t I w ould

like to see that, but nothing mor e. They hated the N or th, and I made

believe that I did too. Mistr ess said, that if I beha ved myself I c ould

go wi th them to F rance, when the y went again, af ter the y returne d

homeÑas the y in tende d to g o again.

ÒSo they decided to tak e me wi th them to P hiladelphia, f or a shor t

visi t, bef ore going in to Vir ginia to bu y up their dr ove of slaves for

Louisiana. M y heart le aped for jo y when I f ound w e were going to a

fr ee State; but I did not le t m y owners kno w my feelings.

ÒWe reached Philadelphia and w ent to the Gir ard Hotel, and ther e

I made up m y mind tha t the y should g o back wi thout me. I sa w a

color ed man who talk ed wi th me, and told me about the Commi t tee.

He brought me to the an ti-sla very off ice,Ó etc., etc., etc.

The Commi t tee told Jim tha t he c ould g o fr ee imme diatel y,

wi thout sa ying a w ord to an ybody, as the simple fac t o f his masterÕs

bring ing him in to the S tate w as suff icien t to establish his fr eedom

before the Cour ts. At the same time the Commi t tee assured him if

he were willing to ha ve his master arr ested and br ought bef ore one

of the Judg es of the ci ty to sho w cause why he held him a sla ve in

Pennsylvania, contr ary to the la ws of the State, tha t he should lack

nei ther friends nor mone y to aid him in the ma t ter; and, mor eover,

his fr eedom w ould be publicl y pr oclaime d.

Jim thoug ht w ell o f both w ays, but pr eferr ed not to me et his

Òkind-heartedÓ master and mistress in Cour t, as he was not qui te

sure that he w ould ha ve the c our age to fac e them and stand b y his

charges.

This w as not str ange. Indeed not onl y slaves cowed before the eye

of slave-holders. Did not e ven Nor thern men, superior in e ducation
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and wealth, f ear to say their souls w ere their o wn in the same

presence?

Jim, ther efore, conclude d to thr ow himself upon the pr otection

of the Commi t tee and take an Under ground Rail Road tick et, and

ther eby spare himself and his master and mistr ess the

disagreeableness of meeting under such str ange cir cumstanc es. The

Commi t tee arr anged mat ters f or him to the sa tisfac tion o f all

concerned, and gave him a passpor t f or her B ri tish majest yÕs

possession, Canada.

The unvarnishe d facts, as they were then r ecorded substan tiall y

fr om the lips o f Jim, and as they are here reproduced, comprise

only a very meagre part o f his sadl y in ter esting stor y. At the time

Jim lef t his master and mistr ess so unceremoniousl y in Philadelphia,

some exci temen t existe d at the a t tempt o f his master to r ecover him

thr ough the Polic e of Philadelphia, under the char ge that he (Jim)

had been stealing, as may be seen fr om the f ollo wing le t ter which

appeared in the ÒNational An ti-Sla very Standar d:Ó

ANOTHER SLAVE HUNT IN
PHILADELPHIA.

Philadelphia, M onday, July 27, 1857.

Yesterday afternoon a rumor w as afloat tha t a negr o man

named Jim, who had ac companie d his master (Mr . Charles

Parlange), from New Or leans to this ci ty, had lef t his master

for the purpose o f tasting the sw eets of fr eedom. I t w as

alleged by Mr . Parlange that the said ÒJimÓ had taken wi th

him t wo tin bo xes, one of which c ontaine d mone y. Mr.

Parlange went, on his w ay to N ew York, vi‰the Camden and

Amboy Railroad, and upon his arriv al at the W alnut str eet

wharf, wi th t wo ladies, ÒJimÓ was missing. Mr . Parlange

imme diatel y made applic ation to a Mr . Wallace, who is a

Polic e off icer sta tione d at the W alnut str eet depot. Mr .

664 | The Under ground Railr oad



Wallace got in to a carriag e wi th Mr . Parlange and the t wo

ladies, and, as Mr . Wallace stated, dr ove back to the Gir ard

House, wher e ÒJimÓ had not been heard of sinc e he had lef t

for the W alnut str eet wharf.

A stor y was then set af loat to the ef fect, tha t a negr o of

certain, but v ery par ticular description ( such as a Louisiana

nigger-driv er onl y can give), had stolen t wo boxes as stated

above. A notic e signed ÒClarke,Ó was received at the P olic e

Telegraph Of f ice by the oper ator (D avid Wunder ly)

containing a full description o f Jim, also offering a r eward of

$100 for his c aptur e. This notic e was telegr aphed to all the

wards in every section. This morning Mr . Wunder ly found

fault wi th the r epor ters using the inf orma tion, and, in

presence of some f our or f ive persons, said the notic e signed

ÒClarke,Ó was a private paper , and no r epor ter had a rig ht

to look a t i t; at the same time asser ting, tha t if he kne w

wher e the nigg er w as he would g ive him up, as $100 did not

come along e very day. The polic eman, Wallace, expr essed

the utmost f ear lest the name o f Mr . Parlange should

tr anspir e, and stated, tha t he w as an intima te friend o f his.

It does not se em tha t the ma t ter w as communic ated to

the w ards by any off icial authori ty whatever, and who the

ÒClarkeÓ is, whose name was signed to the notic e, has not

yet tr anspir ed. Some of the papers notic ed i t brief ly this

morning, which has se t several of the o ff icers on their tips.

Ther e is li t tle doubt, tha t ÒJimÓ has merely exercised his own

judgmen t about r emaining wi th his master an y long er, and

took this oppor tuni ty to be take himself to fr eedom. I t is

assumed, tha t he w as to pr ecede his master to W alnut str eet

wharf wi th the baggag e; but, singular enoug h to say, no

complain t has been made about the baggag e being missed,

simpl y the t wo tin bo xes, and particular ly the one c ontaining

money. This is, doubtless, a ruse to engag e the ser vices of

the Philadelphia polic e in the in ter esting game o f nigg er

hun ting. Mr . Parlange, if he is sojourning in y our ci ty, will

Arriv al fr om New Or leans, 1857 | 665



doubtless be g lad to le arn tha t the ma t ter o f his man ÒJimÓ

and the t wo tin bo xes has received ample publici ty. W.H.

Rev. Hir am Wilson, the Under ground Rail Road agent at St.

Catharines, C.W., duly announc ed his safe arriv al as follo ws:

BUFFALO, Aug. 12th, 1857.

MY DEAR FRIENDÑWM. STILL:Ñ I tak e the li ber ty to

inf orm y ou, tha t I had the ple asure of seeing a man o f sable

brand at m y house in St. C. yesterday, by name of James

Connor , latel y fr om New Or leans, more recentl y fr om the

ci ty of Brother ly love, wher e he took F rench le ave of his

French master . He desired me to inf orm y ou of his safe

arriv al in the g lorious land o f Freedom, and to send his

kind r egards to y ou and to Mr . Williamson; also to another

person, (the name I ha ve forgot ten). Poor Malinda S mi th,

wi th her t wo li t tle g ir ls and young babe is wi th us doing w ell.

Affectiona tel y yours, HIR AM WILSON.
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Arrival from Washington,
D.C.

HARRISON CARY.

The passenger bearing this name who applie d to the Commi t tee

for assistanc e, was a mulat to o f medium siz e, wi th a pr epossessing

countenanc e, and a very smar t talk er. With onl y a moder ate

education he mig ht have raised himself to the Òtop r ound o f the

ladder ,Ó as a representativ e of the do wn-tr odden slave. Seeking, as

usual, to le arn his histor y, the subjoine d questions and answ ers were

the r esult o f the in ter view:

Q. ÒHow old ar e you?Ó

A. ÒTwenty-eig ht years of age this c oming Mar ch.Ó

Q. ÒTo whom did y ou belong ?Ó

A. ÒMrs. Jane E. Ashley.Ó

Q. ÒWhat kind o f a woman w as she?Ó

A. ÒShe was a very clever w oman; never said anything out

of the w ay.Ó

Q. ÒHow many servants had she?Ó

A. ÒShe had no other servants.Ó

Q. ÒDid you liv e wi th her?Ó

A. ÒNo. I hir ed my time f or t wenty-t wo dollars a mon th.Ó

Q. ÒHow could y ou make so much mone y?Ó

A. ÒI was a bricklayer by tr ade, and ranked among the f irst

in the ci ty.Ó

As Harrison talk ed so in tellig entl y, the member o f the Commi t tee

who w as examining him, w as anxious to kno w ho w he came to be so

knowing, the fac t tha t he could r ead being very eviden t.

Harrison pr oceeded to e xplain ho w he w as led to ac quir e the
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art both o f r eading and wri ting: ÒSlaves caught out o f an evening

wi thout passes fr om their master or mistr ess, were invariabl y

arr ested, and if the y were unable to r aise money to bu y themsel ves

off, the y were taken and lock ed up in a plac e known as the Ôcage,Õ and

in the morning the o wner w as notif ied, and after pa ying the f ine the

unf or tuna te prisoner had to g o to me et his fa te at the hands o f his

owner .Ó

Often he or she f ound himself or herself sen tenc ed to tak e thir ty-

nine or mor e lashes before atonemen t could be made f or the

violated law, and the f ine sustaine d by the enr aged owner .

Harrison ha ving str ong aversion to both o f the Òwholesome

regulationsÓ of the pe culiar insti tution abo ve alluded to, saw tha t the

only remedy tha t he c ould avail himself o f was to learn to wri te his

own passes. In possessing himself o f this priz e he knew tha t the la w

against slaves being taught, w ould ha ve to be br oken, nevertheless

he was so anxious to suc ceed, tha t he w as determine d to run the

risk. Consequentl y he gr asped the boon wi th but v ery li t tle dif f icult y

or assistanc e. Valuing his priz e highly, he impr oved mor e and mor e

until he c ould wri te his o wn passes satisfac toril y. The ÒcageÓ he

denounc ed as a perfect Òhog hole,Ó and added, Òit w as more than I

could be ar.Ó

He also spoke wi th equal w armth on the pass custom, Òthe ide a of

working har d all day and then being oblig ed to ha ve a pass,Ó etc.,Ñhis

feelings sternl y revolte d against. Yet he ut ter ed not a disr espectful

word against the individual to whom he belong ed. Once he had been

sold, but f or wha t w as not note d on the r ecord book.

His mother had be en sold several times. H is br other , William

Henr y Gary, escaped fr om Washington, D .C., when qui te a youth.

What became of him i t w as not f or H arrison to tell, but he suppose d

that he had made his w ay to a fr ee State, or Canada, and he hope d

to f ind him. H e had no kno wledge of any other r elativ es.

In fur ther c onversation wi th him, r elativ e to his being a sing le

man, he said, tha t he had r esolved not to en tang le himself wi th a

famil y until he had obtaine d his fr eedom.

He had found i t pr et ty hard to me et his mon thl y hir e,
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consequentl y he was on the look -out to be t ter his c ondi tion as soon

as a favorable oppor tuni ty mig ht o ffer. Harrison Õs mistr ess had a

son named John James Ashley, who w as then a minor . On arriving

at majori ty, according to the will o f this ladÕs father , he was to

have possession of Harrison as his por tion. H arrison had no ide a of

having to w ork for his suppor tÑhe thoug ht tha t, if John c ould not

take care of himself when he gr ew up to be a man, ther e was a place

for all such in the poor -house.

Harrison w as also moved by another c onsider ation. H is mistr essÕ

sister had be en tr ying to inf luenc e the mistr ess to sell him; thus

considering himself in dang er, he made up his mind tha t the time

had come for him to chang e his habi tation, so he r esolved to tr y his

for tune on the Under ground Rail Road.
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Four Able-Bodied "Articles"
in One Arrival, 1857

EDWARD, AND JOSEPH HAINES, THOMAS
HARRIS, AND JAMES SHELDON.

ÒThis certainl y is a lik ely-looking par ty,Ó are the f irst w ords which

greet the e ye, on turning to the r ecord, under which their brief

narr ativ es were enter ed at the P hiladelphia sta tion, September 7th,

1857.

Edward was about f or ty-f our y ears of age, of unmix ed blood, and

in poin t o f natur al abili ty he would r ank among the most in tellig ent

of the oppr essed class. Without o wing thanks to an y body he could

read and wri te pr et ty well, having learned by his own exertions.

Tabby and Eliza For tlock, sisters, and sing le women, had be en

deriving y ears of leisur e, comf or t, and mone y fr om the sw eat o f

EdwardÕs brow. The maiden ladies o wned about eig hteen head of

this kind o f pr oper ty, far mor e than the y understood ho w to tr eat

justl y or civill y. They bor e the name o f being v ery hard to satisf y.

They were proverbiall y Òsting y.Ó They were members o f the Christ

Episcopal Chur ch.

Edward, however, remember ed very sensibly tha t his o wn br other

had been sold South b y these ladies; and not onl y he, but others also,

had been sent to the a uction-block, and ther e made mer chandise o f.

Edward, ther efore, had no fai th in these lambs o f the f lock, and lef t

them be cause he thoug ht ther e was reason in all things. ÒYearly my

task had been incr eased and made he avier and he avier , until I w as

pressed beyond wha t I c ould be ar.Ó Under this pressure no hope,

present, or futur e, could be disc erned, except b y escaping on the

Under ground Rail Road.
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Joseph was also one of the cha t tels belong ing to the Misses

Por tlock. A mor e activ e and wide-a wake young man o f t wenty years

of age, could not e asily be found among the ensla ved; he seemed

to c ompr ehend Slavery in all i ts bearings. From a small bo y he had

been hir ed out, making mone y for the Òpious ladiesÓ who owned

him. H is experienc e under these pr otectors had be en similar to tha t

of Edward given above. Joseph was of a lig ht br own c olor , (some of

his friends ma y be able to de cide by this simple fac t whe ther he is a

relativ e, etc.).

Tom, a full-fac ed, good-na tur ed-looking y oung man, w as also of

this par ty. He was about t wenty-seven years of age, and was said

to be the sla ve of John H at ten, Esq., Cashier o f the V ir ginia Bank

of Por tsmouth. T om admi t ted tha t he w as treated very well by Mr .

Hat ten and his famil y, except tha t he w as not allo wed his fr eedom;

besides he felt a li t tle tir ed of having to pa y t welve dollars a mon th

for his hir e, as he hired his time o f his master . Of course he w as not

insensi ble to the fac t also tha t he w as liable to be sold an y day.

In pondering o ver these slig ht dr awbacks, Tom conclude d tha t

Slavery was no place for a man who v alued his fr eedom, i t mat ter ed

not ho w kind masters or mistr esses might be. Under these

consider ations he made up his mind tha t he w ould ha ve to le t the

cashier look out f or himself, and he w ould do the same. I n this sta te

of mind he joine d the par ty for Canada.

James was another associa te passenger, and the best-looking

Òarticle Ó in the party; few slaves showed a greater degr ee of

intellig ence and shrewdness. He had acquir ed the ar t o f r eading and

wri ting v ery well, and w as also a very ready talk er. He was owned

by Mrs. Maria H ansford of New York. When he w as quite small he

remember ed seeing his mistr ess, but not sinc e. He was raised wi th

her sister , who r esided in N orf olk, the plac e of JamesÕ servitude.

James confessed tha t he had be en tr eated very kindl y, and had

been taught to r ead by members o f the famil y. This was an

exceptional c ase, wor th y of especial note.

Not wi thstanding all the kindness tha t James had received, he
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hated Slavery, and took a de ep in ter est in the Under ground Rail

Road, and used his in tellig ence and shrewdness to good purpose

in acting as an Under ground Rail Road agent f or a time. James was

a young man, about t wenty-f ive years of age, well made, and o f a

yellow comple xion.

Althoug h none o f this par ty experienc ed brutal tr eatmen t

personall y, they had seen the ÒelephantÓ quite to their sa tisfac tion in

Norf olk and vicini ty.

672 | The Under ground Railr oad



Arrival from Arlington, MD.
1857

JOHN ALEXANDER BUTLER, WILLIAM
HENRY HIPKINS, JOHN HENRY MOORE
AND GEORGE HILL.

This par ty made, at f irst sig ht, a favorable impr ession; the y

represented the bone and sine w of the sla ve class of Ar lington,

and upon in vestigation the Commi t tee felt assur ed tha t the y would

carr y wi th them to Canada industr y and determina tion such as

would tell w ell f or the r ace.

John Alexander Butler w as about t wenty-nine y ears of age, well

made, dark color , and in tellig ent. He assured the Commi t tee that

he had been hamper ed by Slavery fr om his bir th, and tha t in

consequence ther eof he had suf fered serious har dships. He said that

a man by the name o f Wm. Ford, belong ing to the M ethodist Chur ch

at Ar lington, had defr auded him o f his just rig hts, and had c ompelle d

him to w ork on his farm f or nothing; also had depriv ed him o f an

education, and had k ept him in po verty and ignor ance all his lif e.

In going o ver the manner in which he had be en tr eated, he added

that not onl y was his master a har d man, but tha t his wif e and

childr en par took o f the same e vil spiri t; Òthey were all har d.Ó True,

they had but thr ee slaves to oppr ess, but these the y spared not.

John w as a marrie d man, and spok e affectiona tel y of his wif e and

childr en, whom he had to le ave behind a t Cr oss-Roads.

William H enr y, who w as heart and soul in e arnest wi th r egard to

reaching Canada, and w as one of this par ty, was twenty-thr ee years

of age, and was a stout, yellow man wi th a r emarkably large head,
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and look ed as if he w as capable of enjoying Canada and c aring f or

himself.

In speaking o f the f et ter ed condi tion fr om which he had esc aped,

the name o f Ephr aim Swart, Òa gambler and spr eeÕrÓ was mentione d

as the individual who had wr onged him o f his li ber ty most

grievously.

Against Swart he expr essed himself wi th much manl y feeling, and

judging fr om his manner he appe ared to be a dang erous customer

for master S wart to enc ounter nor th o f Mason and Dix onÕs line.

William c omplaine d tha t Swart Òwould c ome home la te at nig ht

drunk, and if he did not f ind us awake he would not a t tempt to

wake us, but w ould beg in cut ting and slashing wi th a c owhide. H e

tr eated his wif e very bad too; some times when she w ould stand up

for the ser vants he w ould knock her do wn. Man y times a t midnig ht

she would ha ve to le ave the house and g o to her motherÕs for safety;

she was a very nic e woman, but he w as the very old Satan himself. Ó

While W illiam H enr y was debarred fr om learning le t ters under

his brutal o verseer, he nevertheless learned how to plan w ays and

means by which to esc ape his bondag e. He left his old mother and

two brothers wholl y ignor ant o f his mo vements.

John H enr y Moor e, another one o f the Ar lington par ty, was about

twenty-f our y ears of age, a dark, spare-built man. H e named David

Mi tchell, o f Havre-de-Gr ace, as the individual abo ve all others who

had kept his f oot on his ne ck. Without under taking to g ive John

Henr yÕs description o f Mi tchell in full, suf f ice it to g ive the f ollo wing

facts: ÒMitchell w ould g o off and get drunk, and c ome home, and if

the slaves had not as much w ork done as he had task ed them wi th,

he would g o to be ating them wi th clubs or an ything he c ould g et

in his hand. H e was a tall, spare-built man, wi th sand y hair . He had

a wif e and famil y, but his wif e was no bet ter than he w as.Ó When

charges or statemen ts w ere made by fug itiv es against those fr om

whom the y escaped, par ticular pains w ere taken to f ind out if such

statemen ts could be v erif ied; if the e xplanation appe ared valid, the

facts as given were enter ed on the books.
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John H enr y could not r ead, but gr eatl y desir ed to le arn, and he

looked as thoug h he had a good head for so doing. Bef ore he lef t

ther e had been some talk o f selling him South. This rumor had a

marked effect upon John H enr yÕs nervous system; i t also expanded

his ide a touching tr aveling, the Under ground Rail Road, etc. As he

had br others and sisters who had be en sold to Ge orgia he made

up his mind tha t his master w as not to be truste d for a sing le day;

he was ther efore one of the most willing-he arted passengers in the

par ty.

George Hill, also a f ellow-passenger, was about t wenty-f our y ears

of age, quite black, me dium siz e, and of fair , natur al mother wi t.

In looking back upon his da ys of bondag e, his mind r everted to Dr .

Savington, o f Harford county, as the person who o wed him f or y ears

of har d and unr equi ted toil, and a t the same time w as his so-c alled

owner .

The Doc tor , it seemed, had faile d to tr eat George well, for he

declared tha t he had ne ver r eceived enoug h to e at the whole time

that he w as with him. ÒThe clothes I ha ve on I got b y overwork of

nights. When I star ted I hadn Õt a shoe on my foot, these w ere given

to me. H e was an old man, but a v ery wick ed man, and dr ank very

hard.Ó

George had been taught f ield w ork pr et ty thor oughly, but nothing

in the w ay of r eading and wri ting.

George explaine d wh y he lef t as follo ws: ÒI left because I had got

along wi th him as w ell as I could. L ast Satur day a week he was in

a great r age and drunk. H e shot at me. H e never w ent away but

what he w ould c ome home drunk, and if an y body made him angr y

out fr om home, he w ould c ome home and tak e his spi te out o f his

people.Ó

He owned thr ee grown men, t wo women and six childr en. Thus

hating Slavery heartil y, George was enthusiastic ally in fa vor o f

Canada.
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Five Passengers, 1857.

ELIZA JANE JOHNSON, HARRIET
STEWART, AND HER DAUGHTER MARY
ELIZA, WILLIAM COLE, AND HANSON
HALL.

Eliza Jane was a tall, dark, young w oman, about t wenty-thr ee years

of age, and had been held to ser vice by a wido w w oman, named

Sally Spiser , who w as Òanything but a g ood w oman.Ó The place of her

habi tation w as in Delaware, between Concord and Georgetown.

Eliza JaneÕs excuse for le aving w as this: She charged her mistr ess

wi th tr ying to w ork her to de ath, and wi th unkind tr eatmen t

generally. When times be came so hard tha t she could not stand her

old mistr ess ÒSallyÓ any longer, she Òtook out.Ó

Harrie t did not c ome in c ompany wi th Eliza Jane, but b y acciden t

they met at the sta tion in P hiladelphia. H arrie t and da ughter c ame

fr om Washington, D .C.

Harrie t had tr easured up a heavy account against a whi te man

known b y the name o f William A. Lin ton, whom she descri bed as a

large, red-fac ed man, who had in f ormer y ears largely invested in

slave proper ty, but la t ter ly he had been in the habi t o f selling o ff,

until onl y seven remained, and among them she and her child w ere

number ed; ther efore, she regarded him as one who had r obbed her

of her rig hts, and dail y thr eatened her wi th sale.

Harrie t w as a very lik ely-looking w oman, t wenty-nine y ears of

age, medium siz e, and of a brown c olor , and far fr om being a stupid

person. H er daughter also w as a smart, and in ter esting li t tle g ir l of

eight years of age, and seemed much ple ased to be g et ting out o f the

reach of slave-holders. The mother and da ughter , however, had not

won their fr eedom thus far , wi thout gr eat suf fering, fr om the long
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and fatiguing distanc e which the y were oblig ed to w alk. Sometimes

the har dness of the r oad made them f eel as thoug h the y would be

compelle d to g ive up the journe y, whether or not; but the y added to

their fai th, patienc e, and thus f inall y succeeded.

Heavy rewards were offered thr ough advertisemen ts in the

Baltimor e Sun, but the y availed naught. The Vigilanc e Commi t tee

received them saf ely, full y cared for them, and saf ely sent them

thr ough to the land o f r efuge. Harrie tÕs daring under taking oblig ed

her to le ave her husband, John Stewart, behind; also one sister , a

slave in Georgetown. One br other had be en sold South. H er mother

she had laid away in a slaveÕs grave: but her fa ther she hope d to f ind

in Canada, he having escaped thi ther when she w as a small gir l; at

least i t w as supposed tha t he had gone ther e.
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Arrival from Howard Co.,
MD., 1857

BILL COLE AND HANSON.

$500 REWARD.ÑRan away on

Satur day nig ht, September 5th, B ill Cole, aged about 3 7

years, of copper c omple xion, stout built, or dinar y height,

walks very erect, earnest but squin t look when spok en to.

Also, Hanson, copper c omple xion, w ell made, sickl y look,

medium heig ht, stoops when w alking, quick when spok en to;

aged about 30 y ears.

Thr ee hundr ed dollars will be paid f or the appr ehension

and deliv ery of Bill, if c aught out o f the State, and t wo

hundr ed if in the S tate. Tw o hundr ed dollars f or H anson if

out o f the State, and one hundr ed dollars if in the S tate.

W. BAKER DORSEY,

HAMM OND DORSEY,
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Savage P.O., Howard county, Md.

Such notorie ty as was given them b y the abo ve advertisemen t, did

not in the le ast damage Bill and H anson in the estima tion o f the

Commi t tee. It w as rather ple asing to kno w tha t the y were of so

much ac count as to c all for th such a public e xpr ession fr om the

Messrs. Dorsey. Besides it saved the Commi t tee the ne cessity of

wri ting out a description o f them, the onl y fault f ound wi th the

advertisemen t being in R eference to their ag es. Bill, f or instanc e,

was put do wn ten y ears younger than he claime d to be. W hich

was corr ect, Bill or his master? The Commi t tee were incline d to

believe Bill in pr eference to his master , for the simple r eason that

he seemed to ac count satisfac toril y for his masterÕs making him so

young: he (the master ) could sell him f or much mor e at thir ty-seven

than at f or ty-seven. Unscrupulous horse-jockies and tr aders in their

fellow-men w ere about on a par as to tha t kind o f sharp pr actic e.

Hanson, inste ad of being onl y thir ty, declared tha t he w as thir ty-

seven the f if teenth o f Februar y. These err ors ar e notic ed and

corr ected because it is bar ely possible tha t Bill and H anson may still

be lost to their r elativ es, who may be inquiring and hun ting in e very

dir ection f or them, and as man y others ma y turn to these r ecords

wi th hope, i t is, ther efore, doubl y impor tant tha t these descriptions

shall be as far as possible, corr ect, especiall y as regards ages.

Hanson laughed heartil y over the ide a that he look ed Òsickl y.Ó

While on the Under ground Rail Road, he look ed very far fr om sickl y;

on the c ontr ary, a more health y, fat, and stout-looking pie ce of

proper ty no one need wish to behold, than w as this same Hanson.

He confessed, however, that f or some time pr evious to his

depar tur e, he had feigned sickness,Ñtold his master tha t he w as

Òsick all o ver.Ó ÒTen times a da y Hanson said the y would ask him

how he w as, but w as not willing to mak e his task much lig hter .Ó The

follo wing description w as given of his master , and his r eason for

leaving him:

ÒMy master w as a red-fac ed farmer , severe temper , would curse,

and swear, and drink, and sell his sla ves whenever he f elt lik e it. M y
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mistr ess was a pret ty cr oss, curious kind o f a woman too, thoug h

she was a member o f the Pr otestan t Chur ch. They were rich, and

had big farms and a g ood man y slaves. They didn Õt allow me any

provisions har dly; I had a wif e, but the y did not allo w me to g o see

her, only once in a great while. Ó

Bill pr oviden tiall y escaped fr om a well-kno wn cripple, whom he

under took to descri be as a Òvery sneaking-looking man, me dium

size, smooth fac e; a wealth y farmer , who o wned eighteen or t wenty

head of slaves, and was Judge of the OrphansÕ Court.Ó ÒHe sells slaves

occasionally.Ó ÒMy mistr ess was a very large, rough, Irish-looking

woman, wi th a very bad disposi tion; i t appeared lik e as if she hated

to see a Ônigger,Õ and she was always wanting her husband to ha ve

some one whippe d, and she was a member o f the M ethodist Chur ch.

My master w as a truste e in the Episcopal Chur ch.Ó

In consequence of the tri bulation B ill had e xperienc ed under his

Christian master and mistr ess, he had been led to disbelie ve in the

Protestan t fai th altog ether , and declared tha t he f elt persuade d tha t

it w as all a Òpretense,Ó and added tha t he Ònever w ent to Chur ch; no

place was provided in chur ch for ÔniggersÕ except a li t tle pen f or the

coachmen and w aiters.Ó

Bill had be en honor ed wi th the post o f Òhead man on the plac e,Ó

but o f this o ff ice he was not pr oud.
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Arrival from Prince George's
County, MD

ÒJIM BELLE.Ó

$100 REWARD.ÑRan away fr om

the subscri ber on Satur day nig ht, Negro Man JIM BELLE. Jim

is about f ive feet ten inches hig h, black c olor , about 26 y ears

of age has a down look; spe aks slow when spok en to; he has

large, thick lips, and a mustache. H e was former ly owned by

Edward Stansbur y, late o f Baltimor e county, and pur chased

by Edward Wor thington, ne ar Reistersto wn, in Baltimor e

county, at the la te Stansbur yÕs sale, who sold him to B.M.

and W.L. Campbell, o f Baltimor e city, of whom I pur chased

Jim on the 13th o f June last. His wif e lives with her mother ,

Ann Rober tson, in Corn Alle y, between Lee and Hill str eets,

Baltimor e city, wher e he has other r elations, and wher e he

is making his w ay. I will g ive the above reward, no mat ter
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wher e taken, so he is br ought home or se cur ed in jail so I g et

him again.

ZACHARIAH BERRY, of W.,

near Upper Mar lbor oÕ, Prince GeorgeÕs county, Md.

Mr . Zachariah Berr y, who manif ested so much in ter est in Jim, ma y

be until this hour in ignor ance of the c ause of his running o ff

wi thout asking le ave, etc. Jim sta ted, tha t he w as once sold and

f logged unmer cifull y simpl y for c alling his master ÒMr .,Ó instead of

master , and he alleged tha t this w as the secret o f his eyes being

opened and his mind ner ved to tak e advantage of the Under ground

Rail Road.

While i t may not no w do Zachariah Berr y much g ood to le arn this

secret, i t may, nevertheless, be of some in ter est to those who w ere

of near kin to Jim to g lean even so small a ray of lig ht.
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Arrival from Rappahannock
County, 1857

PASCAL QUANTENCE.

Pascal f led fr om Vir ginia, and ac cused Bannon and B rady of doing

violenc e to his li ber ty. He had, however, been in their clutches onl y

a short while bef ore escaping, but tha t shor t while se emed almost

an age, as he was treated so meanly by them c ompar ed wi th the

tr eatmen t which he had e xperienc ed under his f ormer master .

According to P ascalÕs stor y, which w as eviden tl y true, his pr evious

master w as his own fa ther (John Quan tenc e), who had al ways

acknowledged Pascal as his child, whom he did not scruple to tell

people he should se t fr ee; that he did not in tend tha t he should

serve anybody else. But, while out riding one da y, he was thr own

fr om his horse and instan tl y kille d. Natur ally enoug h, no will being

found, his ef fects were all administer ed upon and P ascal was sold

wi th the farm. Bannon and B rady were the pur chasers, at le ast

of Pascal. In their po wer, immediatel y the time o f tr ouble began

wi th Pascal, and so continue d un til he c ould no long er endur e it.

ÒHoggishness,Ó according to P ascalÕs phr aseology, was the most

predominan t tr ait in the char acter o f his ne w masters. I n his

mournful si tuation and grief he look ed to ward Canada and star ted

wi th c our age and hope, and thus suc ceeded. Such deliv erances

always afforded very great joy to the Commi t tee.
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Arrival from North Carolina,
1857

HARRY GRIMES, GEORGE UPSHER, AND
EDWARD LEWIS.

FEET SLIT FOR RUNNIN G AWAY, FLOGGED, STABBED, STAYED IN

THE HOLLOW OF A BIG POPLAR TREE, VISITED BY A SNAKE,

ABODE IN A CAVE.The coming o f the passeng ers her e notic ed was

announc ed in the subjoine d let ter fr om Thomas Garr et t:

WILMIN GTON, 11th Mo. 25th, 1857.

RESPECTED FRIEND, WILLIAM STILL:Ñ I wri te to inf orm

thee, that Captain F ountain has arriv ed this e vening fr om the

South wi th thr ee men, one o f which is ne arly naked, and very

lousy. He has been in the sw amps of Carolina f or eig hteen

mon ths past. One o f the others has be en some time out. I

would send them on to-nig ht, but will ha ve to pr ovide t wo

of them wi th some clothes bef ore they can be sent by rail

road. I have forgot ten the number o f th y house. As most

likely all ar e mor e or less lousy , having been compelle d to

sleep tog ether , I thoug ht best to wri te the e so that the e

may get a sui table plac e to tak e them to, and me et them a t

Broad and Prime str eets on the arriv al of the c ars, about 11

oÕclock to-morr ow evening. I ha ve engaged one o f our men

to tak e them to his house, and g o to Philadelphia wi th them

to-morr ow evening. Johnson who will ac company them is a

man in whom w e can conf ide. Please send me the number o f

th y house when the e wri tes.

THOMAS GARRETT.
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This epistle fr om the old friend o f the fug itiv e, Thomas Garr et t,

exci ted unusual in ter est. Preparation w as immediatel y made to g ive

the fug itiv es a kind r eception, and a t the same time to destr oy their

plagues, root and br anch, wi thout mer cy.

They arriv ed according to appoin tmen t. The cle ansing pr ocess

was carrie d in to ef fect most thor oughly, and no vermin w ere left

to tell the tale o f suf fering the y had caused. Str aightway the

passengers were made comf or table in e very way, and the spiri t

of fr eedom seemed to be burning lik e Òfir e shut up in the bones. Ó

The appearance alone of these men indic ated their manhood, and

wonderful na tur al abili ty. The examining Commi t tee were very

desir ous of hearing their stor y wi thout a momen tÕs delay.

As Harr y, from having suf fered most, w as the her o of this par ty,

and wi thal w as an intellig ent man, he w as first c alled upon to mak e

his statemen t as to ho w times had be en wi th him in the prison

house, fr om his y outh up. H e was about f or ty-six y ears of age,

according to his r eckoning, full six f eet hig h, and in muscular

appearance was very rugg ed, and in his c ountenanc e were eviden t

marks of f irmness. H e said that he w as born a slave in Nor th

Carolina, and had be en sold thr ee times. H e was first sold when a

child thr ee years of age, the second time when he w as thir teen years

old, and the thir d and last time he w as sold to Jesse Moor e, from

whom he f led. Prior to his c oming in to the hands o f Moor e he had

not e xperienc ed any very hard usage, at le ast nothing mor e severe

than f ell to the c ommon lot o f slave-bo ys, ther efore the period o f his

early youth w as deemed of too li t tle in ter est to r ecord in de tail. I n

fact time onl y could be af forded for noticing v ery brief ly some of the

mor e remarkable events of his bondag e. The examining Commi t tee

conf ined their in terr ogations to his last taskmaster .

ÒHow did M oor e come by you?Ó was one of the inquiries. ÒH e bought

me,Ó said Harr y, Òof a man by the name o f Taylor , nine or ten y ears

ago; he was as bad as he could be, c ouldn Õt be any worse to be aliv e.

He was about f if ty years of age, when I lef t him, a rig ht r ed-looking

man, big bellie d old f ellow, weighs about t wo hundr ed and f or ty
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pounds. H e drinks har d, he is just lik e a rat tlesnak e, just as cross and

crabbed when he spe aks, seems lik e he could g o thr ough you. He

f logged Richmond f or not ploug hing the c orn g ood, tha t w as what

he pr etende d to whip him f or. Richmond r an away, was away four

mon ths, as nig h as I can guess, then the y cotche d him, then struck

him a hundr ed lashes, and then the y spli t both f eet to the bone, and

spli t both his insteps, and then master took his knif e and stuck i t

into him in man y places; after he done him tha t w ay, he put him in to

the barn to shucking c orn. For a long time he w as not able to w ork;

when he did par tl y recover, he was set to w ork again.Ó

We ceased to r ecord anything fur ther c oncerning Richmond,

althoug h not a f our th par t o f wha t H arr y narr ated was put upon

paper. The account w as too sick ening and the desir e to he ar Harr yÕs

account o f himself too gr eat to admi t o f fur ther dela y; so Harr y

conf ined himself to the suf ferings and ad ventur es which had

marked his own lif e. Brief ly he gave the f ollo wing fac ts: ÒI have been

tr eated bad. One day we were grubbing and master said w e didn Õt do

work enoug h. ÔHow came ther e was no mor e work done tha t day?Õ

said master to me. I told him I did w ork. In a mor e storm y manner he

Ôpeated the question. I then spok e up and said: ÔMassa, I donÕt know

what to sa y.Õ At onc e massa plunged his knif e into m y neck causing

me to stagg er. Massa was drunk. H e then dr ove me down to the
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black f olkÕs houses (cabins of the sla ves). He then g ot his gun, c alled

the o verseer, and told him to g et some r opes. While he was gone I

said, ÔMassa, now you are going to tie me up and cut me all to pie ces

for nothing. I w ould just as le ave you would tak e your gun and shoot

me down as to tie me up and cut me all to pie ces for nothing. Õ In a

great r age he said Ôgo.Õ I jumped, and he put up his gun and snappe d

both barr els at me. H e then set his dogs on me, but as I had be en in

the habi t o f making much o f them, f eeding them, &c. the y would not

follo w me, and I k ept on str aight to the w oods. My master and the

overseer cotche d the horses and trie d to run me do wn, but as the

dogs would not f ollo w me the y couldn Õt make nothing o f i t. I t w as

the last o f August a y ear ago. The devil w as into him, and he f logged

and beat f our o f the sla ves, one man and thr ee of the w omen, and

said if he c ould onl y get hold o f me he w ouldn Õt strike me, Ônary-a-

lick,Õ but would tie me to a tr ee and empt y both barr els into me.

In the w oods I liv ed on nothing, y ou may say, and something too. I

had br ead, and roasting e ars, and Ôtaters. I sta yed in the hollo w of a

big poplar tr ee for seven mon ths; the other par t o f the time I sta yed

in a cave. I suffered mig hty bad wi th the c old and f or some thing to

eat. Onc e I got me some char coal and made me a f ir e in m y tr ee

to w arm me, and i t lik ed to kille d me, so I had to tak e the f ir e out.

One time a snak e come to the tr ee, poked i ts head in the hollo w and

was coming in, and I took m y axe and choppe d him in t wo. It w as a
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poplar le af moccasin, the poisonest kind o f a snake we have. While

in the w oods all m y thoug hts w as how to g et away to a fr ee countr y.Ó

Subsequentl y, in going back o ver his past histor y, he referr ed to

the fac t, tha t on an oc casion long bef ore the c ave and tr ee existenc e,

already notic ed, when suf fering under this brutal master , he sought

protection in the w oods and abode t wenty-seven mon ths in a c ave,

before he surr ender ed himself, or w as captur ed. His offence, in

this instanc e, was simply because he desir ed to see his wif e, and

ÒstoleÓ away fr om his masterÕs plantation and w ent a distanc e of f ive

miles, to wher e she lived, to see her. For this gr ave crime his master

thr eatened to g ive him a hundr ed lashes, and to shoot him; in or der

to avoid this punishmen t, he escaped to the w oods, etc. The lapse

of a dozen years and r ecent strugg les for an existenc e, made him

think lig htl y of his f ormer tr oubles and he w ould, doubtless, ha ve

failed to r ecall his earlier c onf lic ts but f or the desir e manif ested by

the Commi t tee to get all the inf orma tion out o f him the y could.

He was next asked, ÒHad you a wif e and famil y?Ó ÒYes, sir,Ó. he

answered, ÒI had a wife and eight childr en, belong ed to the wido w

Slade.Ó Harr y gave the names o f his wif e and childr en as follo ws:

Wife, Susan, and childr en, Oliver, Sabey, Washington, D aniel, Jonas,

Harrie t, M oses and Roset ta, the last name d he had ne ver seen.

ÒBetween my mistr ess and my master ther e was not much

dif ference.Ó
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Of his c omr ades time admi t ted of wri ting out onl y very brief

sketches, as follo ws:

EDWARD LEWIS.

$100 REWARD.ÑRan away fr om

the subscri ber, on the 7th o f November , negro slave, EDGAR.

He is 36 years old, 6 f eet hig h, of dar k br own c omple xion,

very hig h forehead, is a lit tle bald, and is incline d to stoop

in the shoulders. Edgar sa ys he was raised in N orf olk c ounty,

has worked about N orf olk several years. I boug ht him a t the

Auction house o f Messrs. Pulham & Davis, the 20th o f July,

1856. The bill of sale was signed by W.Y. Milmer f or Jas. A.

Bilisol y, administr ator o f G.W. Chambers, decÕd. He told one

of my negr oes he was going to N orf olk to sell some plunder

he had ther e, then g o to Richmond, ste al his wif e, get on

board a boat about N orf olk, and go to a fr ee State. He can

read and wri te w ell, and I ha ve no doubt he has pr ovided

himself wi th papers o f some kind. H e may have pur chased

the papers o f some fr ee negro. I will g ive the above reward
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of One H undr ed Dollars to an y person who will arr est and

conf ine him, so I c an get him.

C.H. GAY.

My Post o ff ice is Laurel, N.C. no. 21.

The above advertisemen t, which w as cut fr om a Southern paper ,

brought lig ht in r egard to one o f the passeng ers at le ast. It w as not

often tha t a slave was so for tuna te as to g et such a long sk etch o f

himself in a ne wspaper . The description is so hig hly complimen tar y,

that w e simpl y endorse it as i t stands. The sk etch as tak en for the

record book is her e tr anscri bed as follo ws:

ÒEdward repor ted himself fr om Franklin c ounty, N.C., where,

according to sta temen t, a common farmer b y the name o f Carter

Gay owned him, under whose oppr ession his lif e was render ed

most unhapp y, who stin ted him dail y for f ood and bar ely allowed

him clothing enoug h to c over his nak edness, who nei ther sho wed

justic e nor mer cy to an y under his c ontr ol, the Ôweaker vesselsÕ not

excepted; ther efore Edward was convinc ed tha t i t w as in vain to

hope f or c omf or t under such a master . Moreover, his appeti te f or

liquor , combine d wi th a hig h temper , render ed him a being har d to

please, but easy to exci te to a terri ble degr ee. Scarcely had Edward

lived t wo years wi th this man ( Gay) when he f elt tha t he had liv ed

wi th him long enoug h. Two years pr evious to his c oming in to the

hands of Gay, he and his wif e were both sold; the wif e one day and

he the ne xt. She br ought eleven hundr ed and t wenty-f ive dollars,

and he eig ht hundr ed and thir ty-f ive dollars; thus the y were sold

and r esold as a mat ter o f speculation, and husband and wif e were

par ted.Ó

After the fug itiv es had been well cared for b y the Commi t tee, they

were forwarded on N or th; but f or some r eason they were led to stop

shor t o f Canada, readily f inding emplo yment and g oing to w ork to

take care of themsel ves. How the y were received and in wha t w ay

they were situated, the subjoine d let ter fr om Edward will e xplain:

SKANEATELES, Dec. 17, 1857.

DEAR SIR:ÑAs I promised to le t you hear fr om me as soon
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as I found a home, I will no w fulf ill m y pr omise to y ou and

say tha t I am aliv e and well and have found a stopping plac e

for the win ter .

When w e arriv ed at Syracuse we found Mr . Loguen r eady

to r eceive us, and as times ar e rather har d in Canada he

thoug ht best f or us not to g o ther e, so he sent us about

twenty miles w est of Syracuse to Skaneateles, wher e George

Upshur and m yself soon f ound w ork. Henr y Grimes is a t

work in Gar den about eig ht miles fr om this plac e.

If you should chanc e to he ar any of my friends inquiring

for me, ple ase direct them to Skane ateles, Onondaga c ounty,

N.Y.

If you can inf orm me o f the wher eabouts o f Miss Alic e

Jones I shall be v ery much oblig ed to y ou, un til I c an pay

you bet ter . I forgot to ask y ou about her when I w as at your

house. She escaped about t wo years ago.

Please not to f orget to inquir e of my wif e, Rachel Land,

and if y ou should he ar of her , let me kno w imme diatel y,

George Upshur and m yself send our best r espects to y ou

and your famil y. Remember us to Mrs. J ackson and Miss

Julia. I hope to me et you all again, if not on e arth ma y we so

live that w e shall meet in tha t happ y land wher e tears and

partings ar e not kno wn.

Let me he ar fr om you soon. This fr om your friend and w ell

wisher ,

EDWARD LEWIS,

former ly, but no w WILLIAM B RADY.

GEORGE UPSHER.ÑThe thir d in this arriv al was also a full man.

Slavery had r obbed him shamefull y i t is true; ne vertheless he w as a

man of superior na tur al par ts, physically and in telle ctuall y. Despite

the ef for ts of slave-holders to k eep him in the dar k, he could r ead

and wri te a li t tle. H is escape in the manner tha t he did, implie d

a dir ect pr otest against the c onduc t o f Dr . Thomas W. Upsher, of

Richmond, V a., whom, he alleg ed, depriv ed him o f his hir e, and
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thr eatened him wi th imme diate sale. He had liv ed in N or th Car olina

wi th the doc tor about t wo years. As a slave, his general tr eatmen t

had been favorable, except f or a f ew mon ths prior to his f light,

which chang e on the par t o f his master le d him to f ear tha t a day of

sale was nigh at hand. I n fact the se venth o f July had been agreed

upon when he w as to be in Richmond, to tak e his place wi th others

in the mar ket on sale da y; his hast y and r esolute mo ve for fr eedom

orig inated fr om this cir cumstanc e. He was well-kno wn in N orf olk,

and had ser ved almost all his da ys in tha t ci ty. These passengers

averaged about six f eet, and w ere of unc ommonl y well-de veloped

physical struc tur e.

The pleasure of aiding such men fr om the horr ors of Carolina

Slavery was great.
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Alfred Hollon, George and
Charles N. Rodgers

The loss of this par ty lik ewise falls on Mar yland. With all the ef for ts

exerted by slave-holders, the y could not pr event the Under ground

Rail Road fr om bring ing away passengers.

Alfr ed was twenty-eig ht years of age, wi th sharp f eatur es, dark

color , and of medium siz e. He charged one Elijah J. Johnson, a

commissioner o f Baltimor e Co., with ha ving depriv ed him o f the

frui ts of his labor . He had look ed full y in to his masterÕs tr eatmen t

of him, and had c ome to the c onclusion tha t i t w as wrong in e very

respect, f or one man to mak e another w ork and then tak e all his

wages from him; thus de cided, Alfr ed, desiring li ber ty, wher eby he

could do be t ter f or himself f elt tha t he must Òtook outÓ and make his

way to Canada. Nevertheless, he admi t ted tha t he had be en Òtreated

pret ty wellÓ compar ed wi th others. T rue, he had Ònot be en fed very

well;Ó Elijah, his master, was an old man wi th a whi te head, tall and

stout, and the o wner o f f if teen head of slaves. At the same time, a

member o f St. JohnÕs chur ch.

Alfr ed had tr easured up the sad r emembr ance against him o f the

sale of his mother fr om him when a li t tle bo y, only thr ee years old.

While he w as then too y oung to ha ve retaine d her f eatur es in his

memor y, the fac t had always been a painful one to r ef lect upon.

George was twenty-six y ears of age, stout, long-fac ed, and of dar k

comple xion. H e looked as thoug h he mig ht have eagerly grasped

education if the oppor tuni ty had been allowed him. H e too belong ed

to Elijah J. Johnson, against whom he en ter taine d much mor e

serious obje ctions than Alfr ed. Indeed, George did not hesi tate to

say wi th emphasis, tha t he nei ther lik ed his old master , mistr ess, nor

any of the famil y. Without r ecording his grie vances in detail, a sing le

instanc e will suf f ice of the kind o f tr eatmen t to which he obje cted,
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and which af forded the pr etext f or his be coming a pa tr on of the

Under ground Rail Road.

It w as this, said George: ÒI went in to the c orn-f ield and g ot some

corn. This made m y master and mistr ess very mad, and about i t

Dr. Franklin Rodgers, my young mistr essÕ husband, struck me some

pret ty heavy blows, and knock ed me wi th his f ist, etc.Ó Thus,

GeorgeÕs blood w as raised, and he at onc e felt tha t i t w as high time

to be g et ting a way fr om such pa triar chs. It w as only necessary to

form a str ong r esolution and to star t wi thout dela y.

Ther e were two others who, he belie ved, could be truste d, so

he made kno wn his in ten tions to them, and f inding them sound

on the question o f fr eedom he w as glad of their c ompany. For

an emergency, he provided himself wi th a pair o f pistols and a

formidable-looking knif e, and star ted, bent on r eaching Canada;

determine d at le ast, not to be tak en back to bondag e alive. Charles

was twenty-f our y ears of age, a very dark-c olor ed individual, and

also belonged to said Johnson.

Charles was well acquain ted wi th his old master and mistr ess, and

made very quick w ork of giving his e xperienc e. After he aring him,

fr om the manner in which he e xpr essed himself, no one c ould doubt

his earnestness and v eracity. His testimon y ran substantiall y thus:

ÒFor the last thr ee years I have been tr eated very hard. In the

presence of the ser vants, old Johnson had me tie d, strippe d, and

wi th his o wn hands, f logged me on the nak ed back shamefull y. The

old mistr ess was cross too.Ó It w as some time bef ore the smar ting

ceased, but i t w as not long er e the suf fering pr oduced very decided

aspirations to g et over to John BullÕs Dominions. H e resolved to

go, at all hazar ds. In or der tha t he mig ht not be surprise d on the

Under ground Rail Road wi thout an y weapons of def ense,

determine d as he was to f ight r ather than be dr agged back, he

provided himself wi th a he avy, leaden ball and a r azor. They met,

however, wi th no serious dif f icult y, save fr om har d walking and

extr eme hung er. In appearance, cour age, and mother -wi t, this par ty

was of much pr omise.
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Arrival from Kent County,
1857

SAMUEL BENTON, JOHN ALEXANDER,
JAMES HENRY, AND SAMUEL TURNER.

These passengers journe yed tog ether fr om the land o f whips and

chains.

Sam Benton w as about t wenty-six y ears of age, medium siz e, pret ty

dark color , and possessed a fair shar e of in tellig ence. He understood

very well ho w sadly Slavery had wr onged him b y keeping him in

ignor ance and poverty.

He stated as the cause of his f light tha t W illiam Campbell had

oppr essed him and k ept him closel y at har d labor wi thout pa ying

him, and a t the same time Òdid not g ive him half enoug h to e at, and

no clothing. Ó

John Alexander w as about f or ty-f our y ears of age, a man of or dinar y

size, quite black, and a good specimen o f a regular c orn-f ield hand.

ÒWhy did y ou leave, John?Ó said a member of the Commi t tee. He

cooll y replied tha t ÒHandy (his master w as named George Handy)

got hold o f me t wic e, and I pr omised my Lor d tha t he should ne ver

get hold o f me another time. Ó

Of course i t w as the severi ty of these t wo visi tations tha t made

John a think er and an ac tor a t the same time. The e vil pr actic es of

the master pr oduced the frui ts of li ber ty in JohnÕs breast.

James Henr y, the thir d passenger, was about thir ty-t wo years of age,

and qui te a spiri ted-looking Òarticle.Ó A few mon ths bef ore he f led he

had been sold, at which time his ag e was given as Òonly t wenty.Ó He
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had suf fered consider ably fr om various abuses; the hope o f Canada

however tende d to mak e him joyful.

The system o f oppr ession fr om which these tr avelers f led had

afforded them no privileg es in the w ay of learning to r ead. All tha t

they had ever kno wn o f civiliza tion w as what the y per chance pick ed

up in the or dinar y routine o f the f ield.

Notic e of the f our th passenger unf or tuna tel y is missing.
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Arrival from Baltimore
County, 1857

ELIZABETH WILLIAMS.

Elizabeth f led in c ompany wi th her br other the win ter pr evious to

her arriv al at the P hiladelphia sta tion. Althoug h she reached fr ee

land the se vere strugg le cost her the loss o f all her toes. F our da ys

and nig hts out in the bi t ter c old w eather wi thout the chanc e of a

f ir e left them a pr ey to the fr ost, which made sad ha voc wi th their

feet especiall yÑpar ticular ly ElizabethÕs. She was obliged to stop on

the w ay, and for seven mon ths she w as unable to w alk.

Elizabeth w as about t wenty years of age, chestnut c olor , and of

consider able natur al in telle ct. Althoug h she suf fered so severely as

the r esult o f her r esolution to thr ow off the y oke, she had no r egrets

at le aving the prison-house; she se emed to appr eciate fr eedom all

the mor e in consequence of what i t cost her to obtain the priz e.

In speaking o f the lif e she had lived, she stated tha t her mistr ess

was Ògood enoug h,Ó but her Òmaster w as a very bad man.Ó His name

was Samuel Ward; he liv ed in Baltimor e county, near Wrig htsto wn.

Elizabeth lef t her mother , four br others and one sister under the

yoke.
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Mary Cooper and Moses
Armstead, 1857

Mar y arriv ed fr om Delaware, Moses from Norf olk, Vir ginia, and

happened to me et at the sta tion in P hiladelphia.

Mar y was twenty years of age, of a chestnut c olor , usual size, and

well dispose d. She fled fr om Nathaniel H erne, an alderman. Mar y

did not f ind fa ult wi th the alderman, but she c ould not possi bly get

along wi th his wif e; this w as the sole cause of her escape.

Moses was twenty-f our y ears of age, of a chestnut c olor , a brig ht-

looking y oung man. H e f led fr om Norf olk, Vir ginia, having been

owned by the esta te o f John H alters. N othing but the pr evailing lo ve

of li ber ty in the br east of Moses moved him to se ek his fr eedom. He

did not mak e one complain t o f bad tr eatmen t.

698 | Mar y Cooper and M oses
Armste ad, 1857



Arrival from Near
Washington, D.C.

JOHN JOHNSON AND LAWRENCE
THORNTON.

John escaped fr om near Washington. H e stated tha t he w as owned

by an engr aver, known b y the name o f William Stone, and adde d

that himself and se ven others w ere kept w orking on the farm o f

said Stone f or nothing. J ohn did not, ho wever, complain o f having a

hard master in this har d-name d personag e, (Stone ); for, as a slave,

he confessed tha t he had seen good times. Y et he w as not satisf ied;

he felt tha t he had a rig ht to his fr eedom, and tha t he c ould not

possibly be conten ted while depriv ed of i t, f or this r eason, ther efore,

he dissolved his r elationship wi th his kind master .

John w as about t wenty-seven years of age, smart, possessed good

manners, and a mula t to.

Lawr ence was about t wenty-thr ee years of age, tall and slender ,

of dar k comple xion, but brig ht in telle ctuall y. With L awr ence times

had been pr et ty rough. Dr. Isaac Winslo w of Alexandria w as accused

of defr auding L awr ence of his hir e. ÒHe was anything else but a

gentleman,Ó said Lawr ence. ÒHe was not a fair man no w ay, and his

wif e was worse than he w as, and she had a daughter w orse than

herself.Ó

ÒLast Sunday a week my master c ollar ed me, for m y insolenc e he

said, and told me tha t he w ould sell me rig ht o ff. I w as tied and put

up stairs f or safe keeping. I w as tied for about eig ht hours. I then

untie d myself, br oke out o f prison, and made f or the Under ground

Rail Road imme diatel y.Ó

Lawr ence gave a most in ter esting ac count o f his lif e of bondag e,
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and of the doc tor and his famil y. He was overjoyed at the manner in

which he had def eated the doc tor , and so was the Commi t tee.
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Hon. L. McLane's Property,
Soon After His Death, Travels
via the Underground Rail
Road.—William Knight, Esq.,
Loses a Superior Article

JIM SCOTT, TOM PENNINGTON, SAM
SCOTT, BILL SCOTT, ABE BACON, AND
JACK WELLS.

An unusual degr ee of pleasure was felt in w elcoming this par ty

of young men, not be cause they were any bet ter than others, or

because they had suf fered mor e, but simpl y because they were

found to possess c ertain kno wledge and experienc e of slave lif e, as

it existe d under the g overnmen t o f the chiv alr y; such inf orma tion

could not al ways be obtaine d fr om those whose lot had be en cast

among or dinar y slave-holders. Conse quentl y the Commi t tee

inter viewed them closel y, and in poin t o f in telle ct f ound them to be

above the average run o f slaves. As they were then en ter ed on the

record, so in lik e manner ar e the notes made o f them tr ansferr ed to

these pages.

Jim was about nine teen years of age, well gr own, black, and o f

prepossessing appearance. The organ of hope seemed very str ong

in him. Jim had be en number ed wi th the liv e stock o f the la te Hon. L.

McLane, who had be en called to g ive an account o f his ste wardship

about t wo mon ths bef ore Jim and his companions Òtook out.Ó

As to general usage, he made no par ticular char ge against his
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distinguishe d master; he had, ho wever, not be en living under his

imme diate patriar chal governmen t, but had be en hir ed out to a

farmer b y the name o f James Dodson, wi th whom he e xperienc ed

lif e Òsometimes har d and sometimes smooth,Ó to use his own w ords.

The r eason of his le aguing wi th his f ellow-ser vants to abandon the

old prison-house, w as traceable to the rumor , that he and some

others w ere to appe ar on the stag e, or r ather the a uction-block, in

Baltimor e, the coming Spring.

Tom, another member o f the M cLane insti tution, w as about t wenty-

f ive years of age, of unmix ed blood, and a fair spe cimen o f a well-

tr ained f ield-hand. H e conceived tha t he had just gr ound to bring

damages against the H on. L. McLane for a number o f years of har d

service, and for being depriv ed of education. H e had been compelle d

to toil f or the H onor able gentleman, not onl y on his o wn plac e,

but on the farms o f others. A t the time tha t Tom escaped, he was

hir ed for one hundr ed dollars per annum ( and his clothes f ound

him), which hir e McLane had wi thheld fr om him c ontr ary to all

justic e and fair de aling; but as T om w as satisf ied, tha t he c ould g et

no justic e thr ough the Mar yland cour ts, and kne w tha t an old and

intima te friend o f his master had alr eady pr oclaime d, tha t Ònegroes

had no rig hts which whi te men ar e bound to r espect;Ó also, as his

experienc e tende d to c onf irm him in the belief, tha t the ide a was

practic ally carrie d out in the c our ts of Mar yland; he thoug ht, tha t

it w ould be useless to put in a ple a for justic e in Mar yland. He was

not, ho wever, wi thout a f eeling o f some satisfac tion, tha t his old

master , in giving an ac count o f his ste wardship at the Bar o f the Just

One, would be made to understand the amoun t o f his indebte dness

to those whom he had oppr essed. With this impr ession, and the

prospects of equal rig hts and Canada, under her B ri tish Majest yÕs

possessions, he manif ested as much delig ht as if he w as traveling

wi th a half million o f dollars in his pock et.

Sam, another lik ely-looking member o f this par ty, was twenty-t wo

years of age, and a very pr omising-looking y oung fug itiv e, having

the appe arance of being able to tak e education wi thout dif f icult y.
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He had full y made up his mind, tha t slavery was never in tende d

for man, and tha t he w ould ne ver w ear himself out w orking f or the

Òwhite people f or nothing. Ó He wanted to w ork for himself and en joy

the benef its of education, e tc.

Bill Scot t, another member o f the M cLane party, was twenty-one

years of age, Òfat and slick, Ó and fully satisf ied, tha t Canada would

agree wi th him in e very par ticular . Not a w ord did he ut ter in fa vor

of Mar yland, but said much against the manner in which sla ves were

tr eated, how he had f elt about the ma t ter , etc.

Abe was also from the M cLane estate. He possessed apparentl y

mor e general in tellig ence than ei ther o f his c ompanions. H e was

qui te brig ht-wi t ted, a ready talk er, and wi th his pr ospects he w as

much satisf ied. He was twenty-t wo years of age, black, good-

looking, and possesse d very good manners. H e represented, tha t his

distinguishe d master die d, leaving thir teen head of slaves. His (AbeÕs)

father , TomÕs mother and the mother o f the Scot ts w ere fr eed by

McLane. Str ong hopes w ere enter taine d tha t before the old man Õs

death he w ould mak e provision in his will f or the fr eedom o f all the

other sla ves; when he die d, the c ontr ary was found to be the fac t;

they were still lef t in chains. The imme diate heirs c onsiste d of six

sons and f ive daughters, who mo ved in the f irst cir cle, were Òvery

wealth y and aristocr atic.Ó Abe was conversant wi th the fac t, tha t his

master , the ÒHon. L. McLane, was once Secretar y under Pr esident

Jackson;Ó that he had be en Òsent to Eng land on a mission f or the

Governmen t,Ó and that he had Òserved t wo terms in Congr ess.Ó Some

of the ser vants, Abe said, were Òtreated pr et ty well, but some others

could not sa y anything in the masterÕs favor.Ó Upon the whole,

however, it w as manifest tha t the M cLane slaves had not be en

among the number who had se en severe hardships. They came

fr om his plan tation in Ce cil c ounty, Maryland, wher e they had been

reared.

In or der to def end themsel ves on the Under ground Rail Road,

they were str ongly armed. Sam had a large horse pistol and a

butcher knif e; Jack had a revolver; Abe had a double-barr elled pistol
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and a large knif e; Jim had a single-barr elled pistol and c ounted on

Òblowing a man do wn if an y one touche dÓ him. Bill also had a sing le-

barr elled pistol, and when he star ted resolved to Òcome thr ough or

die.Ó

Althoug h this par ty was of the class said to be w ell f ed, well

clothe d, and not o ver-w orked, yet to those who he ard them de clare

their ut ter de testa tion o f slavery and their de termina tion to use

their instrumen ts of death, even to the taking o f lif e, rather than

again be subjected to the y oke, it w as eviden t tha t even the mildest

form o f slavery was abhorr ent. They lef t nei ther old nor y oung

masters, whom the y desir ed to ser ve any long er or look up to f or

care and suppor t.

Jack, who w as not o f the M cLane party, but who c ame wi th them,

had been kept in ignor ance wi th r egard to his ag e. He was

apparentl y middle-ag ed, medium siz e, dark color , and of average

intellig ence. He accused William Knig ht, a farmer , of having

enslaved him c ontr ary to his will or wishes, and a verr ed tha t he f led

fr om him be cause he used him badl y and kept me an overseers. Jack

said tha t his master o wned six farms and k ept thr ee overseers to

manage them. The sla ves number ed t wenty-one he ad. The names

of the o verseers were given in the f ollo wing or der: ÒAlfr ed King,

Jimmy Allen, and Thomas B rockston.Ó In speaking o f their habi ts,

Jack said, tha t the y were Òvery smar t when the master w as about,

but as soon as he w as gone the y would instan tl y dr op back.Ó ÒThey

were all mean, but the old boss w as meaner than them all, Ó and Òthe

overseers were ÔfraiderÕ of him than wha t I w as,Ó said Jack.

His master (Mr . Knight), had a wif e and seven childr en, and was

a member o f the E piscopal Chur ch, in Ògood and r egular standing. Ó

He was rich, and, wi th his famil y, moved in g ood socie ty. ÒHis wif e

was too sting y to liv e, and if she w as to die, she w ould die holding

on to some thing,Ó said Jack. Jack had onc e had a wif e and thr ee

childr en, but as the y belong ed to a slave-holder (ÒJim PriceÓ) JackÕs

rig hts were wholl y ignor ed, and he lost them.
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Arrival from Hartford CO.,
1857

JOHN MYERS.

John f led fr om under the y oke of Dr . Joshua R. Nelson. Until wi thin

two years of ÒJackÕsÓ flight, the doc tor Òhad been a very f ine man,Ó

wi th whom J ack found no fa ult. But suddenl y his mode o f tr eatmen t

changed; he became very severe. Nothing tha t Jack could do, me t

the appr oval of the doc tor . Jack was constan tl y look ed upon wi th

suspicion.

The very day tha t Jack f led, four men appr oached him ( the doc tor

one of them ), wi th line in hand; tha t sign w as well understood, and

Jack resolved tha t the y should not g et wi thin t ying distanc e of him.

ÒI dodged them,Ó said Jack. Never af ter wards was Jack seen in tha t

par t o f the c ountr y, at least as long as a fet ter r emained.

The day tha t he ÒdodgedÓ he also took the Under ground Rail Road,

and althoug h ignor ant o f let ters, he ba t tle d his w ay out o f Mar yland,

and succeeded in r eaching Pennsylvania and the Commi t tee. He

was obliged to le ave four childr en behindÑ John, Abr aham, Jane and

Ellen.

JackÕs wif e had been fr eed and had c ome to P hiladelphia t wo years

in advance of him. H is master e viden tl y supposed tha t Jack would

be mean enough to wish to se e his wif e, even in a fr ee State, and

that no sla ve, wi th such an unna tur al desir e, could be toler ated

or truste d, tha t the sooner such ÒarticlesÓ were turne d in to c ash

the be t ter . This in substanc e, was the way Jack accounted for the

sudden chang e which had c ome over his master . In defense of his

course, Jack referr ed to the tr eatmen t which he had r eceived while

in ser vitude under his old master , in something lik e the f ollo wing

words: ÒI served under m y young masterÕs father , thir ty-f ive years,
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and fr om him r eceived kind tr eatmen t. I w as his head man on the

place, and had everything to look af ter .Ó
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Arrival from Maryland, 1857

WILLIAM LEE, SUSAN JANE BOILE AND
AMARIAN LUCRETIA RISTER.

Althoug h these thr ee passengers arriv ed in Philadelphia a t the same

time, the y did not c ome fr om Mar yland tog ether .

William Le e found himself under the y oke on a farm in the

possession of Zechariah M eric a, who, Wm. said, was a Òlow ignor ant

man, not abo ve a common w ood-chopper , and owned no other

slave proper ty than W illiam.Ó Against him, however, William br ought

no accusation o f any very severe tr eatmen t; on the c ontr ary, his

master talk ed sometimes Òas thoug h he w anted to be g ood and

get r elig ion, but said he c ould not while he w as tr ying to be rich. Ó

Everything look ed hopeless in W illiam Õs eyes, so far as the masterÕs

riches and his o wn fr eedom w ere concerned. He conclude d tha t he

would le ave him the Òbag to hold alone.Ó William ther efore laid do wn

Òthe shovel and the hoe,Ó and, without sa ying a w ord to his master ,

he took his depar tur e, under the priv acy of the nig ht, f or Canada.

William r epresented the whi te and c olor ed races about equally; he

was about t wenty-seven years of age, and look ed well f it ted for a full

dayÕs work on a farm.

Susan Jane came fr om New Mar ket, near Georgetown Cr oss-Roads,

wher e she had been held to unr equi ted labor b y Hezekiah Masten, a

farmer . Althoug h he w as a man of fair pr etensions, and a member o f

the M ethodist Chur ch, he kne w ho w to dr aw the c ords very tig htl y,

wi th r egard to his sla ves, keeping his f eet on their ne cks, to their

sore grievance. Susan endur ed his bad tr eatmen t as long as she

could, then lef t, desti tute and alone. H er mother and fa ther w ere at
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the time living in Elkton, M d. Whether the y ever heard what became

of their da ughter is not kno wn.

Amarian w as twenty-one y ears of age, a person of lig ht color ,

medium siz e, wi th a pr epossessing countenanc e and smar t; she

could r ead, wri te, and pla y on the piano. F rom a child, Amarian

had been owned by Mrs. Elizabe th K ey Scot t, who r esided near

Braceville, but a t the time o f her f light she w as living at Westminster ,

in the famil y of a man name d ÒBoile,Ó said to be the clerk of the c our t.

In r eference to tr eatmen t, Amarian said: ÒI have always been used

very well; have had i t good all m y lif e, etc.Ó This was a remarkable

case, and, at f irst, some what staggered the fai th o f the Commi t tee,

but the y could not dispute her testimon y, consequentl y the y gave

her the benef it o f the doubt. She spok e of having a mother living in

Hagersto wn, by the name o f Amarian Ballad, also thr ee sisters who

were slaves, and two who w ere fr ee; she also had a brother in chains

in Mississippi.
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Arrival from Norfolk, 1857

WILLIAM CARNEY AND ANDREW ALLEN.

William w as about f if ty-one y ears of age, a man of unmix ed blood.

Physically he was a superior man, and his men tal abili ties w ere qui te

above the average of his class.

He belonged to the esta te o f the la te Mrs. Sar ah Twyne, who bor e

the reputa tion o f being a lad y of wealth, and o wned one hundr ed

and t welve slaves. Most o f her sla ve proper ty was kept on her

plantation not far fr om Old Poin t Comf or t. According to W illiam Õs

testimon y Òof times Mrs. Twyne w ould me ddle too fr eely wi th the

cup, and when under i ts inf luenc e she was very desperate, and

acted as thoug h she wanted to kill some o f the slaves.Ó

After the e vil spiri t lef t her and she had r egained her w onted

composur e, she would pr etend tha t she lo ved her Ònegroes,Ó and

would mak e a great fuss o ver them. N ot infr equentl y she would ha ve

very serious dif f icult y wi th her o verseers. Having lic ense to do as

they pleased, the y would o f course c arr y their cruelties to the most

extr eme verge of punishmen t. I f a slave was maimed or kille d under

their c orr ection, i t w as no loss of theirs. ÒOne of the o verseers by

the name o f Bill Anderson onc e shot a young slave man called Luke

and wounde d him so seriousl y tha t he w as not expected to liv e.Ó ÒAt

another time one o f the o verseers beat and kick ed a slave to de ath.Ó

This barbari ty caused the mistr ess to be very much Òstirr ed up,Ó and

she declared tha t she w ould not ha ve any mor e whi te overseers;

condemne d them f or everything, and de cided to chang e her polic y

in futur e and to appoin t her o verseers fr om her o wn slaves, set ting

the pr oper ty to w atch the pr oper ty. This system w as organized and

times w ere somewhat bet ter .

William had be en hir ed out almost his en tir e lif e. For the last

twelve or f if teen years he had been accustome d to hir e his time f or
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one hundr ed and thir ty dollars per annum. I n or der to me et this

demand he c ommonl y resorted to o ystering. B y the har dest toil he

managed to main tain himself and famil y in a humble w ay.

For the last t wenty years (prior to his esc ape) the slaves had

constan tl y been encour aged by their mistr essÕ promises to belie ve

that at her de ath all w ould be fr ee, and tr anspor ted to Li beria, wher e

they would en joy their li ber ty and be happ y the r emainder o f their

days.

With full fai th in her pr omises year by year the sla ves awaited her

demise wi th as much pa tienc e as possible, and often pr ayed tha t

her time mig ht be shor tened for the g eneral good of the oppr essed.

For tuna tel y, as the slaves thoug ht, she had no childr en or ne ar

relativ es to depriv e them o f their just and pr omised rig hts.

In November , previous to W illiam Õs escape, her long look ed-f or

dissolution took plac e. Every bondman who w as old enoug h to

realize the na tur e and impor t o f the chang e felt a gr eat anxie ty

to le arn wha t the will o f their old mistr ess said, whether she had

actuall y fr eed them or not. Alas! when the se cret w as disclosed, i t

was ascertaine d tha t not a f et ter w as broken, not a bond unloose d,

and tha t no pr ovision wha tever had been made looking to wards

fr eedom. I n this sad c ase, the slaves could imag ine no other fa te

than soon to be torn asunder and sc at ter ed. The fact w as soon made

known tha t the H igh Sherif f had administer ed on the esta te o f the

late mistr ess; it w as ther efore obvious enoug h to W illiam and the

mor e intellig ent slaves that the a uction block w as near at hand.

The tr ader, the slave-pen, the a uction-block, the c off le gang, the

ric e swamp, the c ot ton plan tation, bloodhounds, and cruel

overseers loome d up bef ore him, as the y had never done bef ore.

Without stopping to c onsider the dang er, he imme diatel y made up

his mind tha t he w ould mak e a strugg le, cost wha t i t mig ht. He knew

of no other w ay of escape than the Under ground Rail Road. He was

shrewd enoug h to f ind an agent, who ga ve him priv ate instruc tions,

and to whom he indic ated a desir e to tr avel Nor th on said r oad. On

examination he w as deemed reliable, and a mutual understanding

was enter ed in to be tween. William and one o f the ac commoda ting
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Captains running on the Richmond and P hiladelphia Line, to the

effect tha t he, W illiam, should ha ve a first class Under ground Rail

Road ber th, so perf ectl y priv ate tha t even the la w-o ff icers could not

f ind him.

The f irst ties to be se vered were those which bound him to his

wif e and childr en, and next to the Baptist Chur ch, to which he

belonged. His famil y were slaves, and bore the f ollo wing names:

his wif e, Nancy, and childr en, Simon H enr y, William, Sar ah, Mar y

Ann, Elizabeth, Louis, and Cornelius. I t w as no light mat ter to bid

them far ewell f orever. The separation fr om them w as a trial such

as rarely falls to the lot o f mor tals; but he ner ved himself f or the

under taking, and when the hour arriv ed his str ength w as suff icien t

for the oc casion.

Thus in c ompany wi th Andr ew the y embar ked for an unkno wn

shore, their en tir e inter ests entruste d to a str anger who w as to

bring them thr ough dif f iculties and dang ers seen and unseen.

Andr ew w as about t wenty-f our y ears of age, very tall, qui te black,

and bor e himself manfull y. He too w as of the same esta te tha t

William belong ed to. H e had served on the farm as a c ommon farm

labor er. He had had i t Òsometimes r ough and sometimes smooth, Ó to

use his own languag e. The fear of wha t awaited the sla ves prompte d

Andr ew to esc ape. He too w as entang led wi th a wif e and one child,

wi th whom he par ted onl y as a friend par ts wi th a companion when

death separ ates them. Ca tharine w as the name o f Andr ewÕs wif e;

and Anna Clarissa the name o f his child lef t in chains.
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Arrival from Hoopesville,
MD., 1857

JAMES CAIN, ÒGENERAL ANDREW
JACKSON,Ó AND ANNA PERRY.

These passengers came fr om the f ield wher e as slaves very few

privileg es had been afforded them.

Jim was about thir ty-f ive years of age, a dark br own skin wi th

average intelle ct f or one in his c ondi tion. H e had toile d under John

Burnham, in Dor chester c ounty, from whom he had r eceived hard

tr eatmen t, but har der still fr om his mistr ess. He averr ed tha t she

was the cause of mat ters being so har d wi th the sla ves on the plac e.

Jim conten ted himself under his lot as w ell as be could un til wi thin

a short time o f his escape when he le arned tha t me asures were on

foot to sell him. The f ear of this chang e brought him dir ectl y to

medi tate upon a trip to Canada. Being a marrie d man he f ound i t

hard to le ave his wif e, Mary, but as she was also a slave, and kept

in the emplo yment o f her o wners a t some distanc e fr om wher e he

lived, he decided to say nothing to her o f his plans, but to star t when

ready and do the best he c ould to sa ve himself, as he saw no chanc e

of saving her .

ÒGENERAL ANDREW JACKSON.Ó When the abo ve Òarticle Ó gave the

Commi t tee his name the y were amused and thoug ht tha t he w as

simpl y jesting, ha ving done a smar t thing in c onquering his master

by escaping; but on a fuller in vestigation the y found tha t he r eally

bor e the name, and me ant to r etain i t in Canada. I t had be en given

him when a child, and in Sla very he had been familiar ly called ÒAndy,Ó
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but sinc e he had achieved his fr eedom he f elt bound to be c alled by

his pr oper name.

General Andr ew w as about t wenty-seven years of age, a full black,

and a man of extr aordinar y muscular po wers, wi th c oarse hard

featur es, such as showed signs tha t i t w ould not be saf e for his

master to me ddle wi th him when the Gener alÕs blood w as up.

He spoke fr eely of the man who claime d him as a slave, saying

that his name w as Shepherd Houston, o f Lewisto wn, Delaware, and

that he o wned seven head of ÒGodÕs poor ,Ó whom he compelle d to

labor on his farm wi thout a c ent o f pay, a dayÕs schooling, or an

hourÕs freedom; fur thermor e, that he w as a member o f the Ebenez er

Methodist Chur ch, a class-le ader, and an exhor ter , and in out ward

show passed for a good Christian. B ut in spe aking o f his pr actic al

dealings wi th his sla ves, General said tha t he w orked them har d,

stin ted them shamefull y for f ood, and k ept them all the time digg ing.

Also when testif ying wi th r egard to the Òweaker vessel,Ó under

whose tr eatmen t he had suf fered much, the Gener al said tha t his

masterÕs wif e had a meaner disposi tion than he had; she pr etende d

to belong to chur ch too, said Gener al, but i t w as nothing but de ceit.

This severe cri tic c ould not r ead, but he had v ery clear views

on the e thics o f his master and mistr ess, agreeing wi th Scriptur e

concerning whi ted sepulchr es, etc.

The question o f Christian sla ve-holders, f or a gr eat while,

seriousl y puzzled the wise and le arned, but f or the sla ve it w as one

of the e asiest of solution. All the sla ves came to the same c onclusion,

not wi thstanding the te aching o f slave-holders on the one ide a, that

Òservants should obe y their masters, Ó etc.

General had a brother in Baltimor e, known b y the name o f

Josephus, also t wo sisters Anna and Annie; his fa ther w as living at

CannonÕs Ferr y.

Anna Perr y was the in tende d of Gener al. She was about nine teen

years of age, of a dark br own c olor , and came fr om the same

neighbor hood. According to la w Anna w as enti tle d to her fr eedom,

but up to the time o f her esc ape she had not be en permi t ted to en joy
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the fa vor. She found tha t if she w ould be fr ee she would ha ve to run

for i t.

John Smi th. A bet ter spe cimen o f one who had be en ill tr eated,

and in e very way unc ared for, could not be e asily found. I n speech,

manners, and whole appe arance he was extr emely rude. H e was

about t wenty years of age, and in color w as of a very dark hue.

That John had r eceived onl y the poor est kind o f Òcorn-f ield far eÓ

was clearly evidenc ed both b y body and mind. Master Ge orge H.

Morgan was greatl y blamed for JohnÕs deficiencies; i t w as on his

farms, under me an overseers tha t John had be en crushe d and kept

under the harr ow.

His mother , Mary Smi th, he sta ted, his master had sold a way to

New Or leans, some two years before his escape. The sad effect tha t

this cruel separ ation had upon him c ould onl y be appr eciated by

hearing him talk o f i t in his o wn un tutor ed tongue. Being himself

thr eatened wi th the a uction-block, he w as awakened to inquir e

how he could esc ape the dang er, and very soon learned tha t by

follo wing the old me thods which had be en used by many before him,

resolution and perse verance, he might gain the vic tor y over master

and overseers. As green as he seemed he had suc ceeded admir ably

in his under taking.
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Arrival from Maryland, 1858

GEORGE RUSSELL AND JAMES HENRY
THOMPSON.

James, for c onvenienc eÕ sake, was supplied wi th t wo other names

(Milton B rown and John Johnson ), not kno wing e xactl y how man y he

would ne ed in fr eedom or which w ould be the best adapte d to k eep

his wher eabouts the most c omple tel y veiled fr om his master .

George repor ted tha t he f led fr om Henr y Harris, who liv ed near

Baltimor e on the Peach Or chard Road, and tha t he had liv ed wi th

said Harris all his lif e. He spoke of him as being a Òblustering man,

who ne ver lik ed the sla ves to make anything f or themsel ves.Ó George

bor e wi tness tha t the usag e which he had r eceived had been hard;

eviden tl y his in telle ct had be en seriousl y in jured by what he had

suffered under his task -master . George was of a very dark hue, but

not qui te up to me dium siz e.

James Henr y Thompson did not ac company George, but me t him

at the sta tion in P hiladelphia. H e contr asted favorably wi th George,

being about t wenty-eig ht years of age, wi th a countenanc e

indic ativ e of in tellig ence and spiri t. He was of a chestnut c olor and

of average size. He charged one Dennis Mannar d, of Johnson ville,

wi th being his personal enem y as an oppr essor, and added tha t

he could Òsay nothing g ood of him.Ó He could say, however, that

Mannar d was bit ter ly opposed to a slaveÕs learning ho w to r ead,

would not listen to the ide a of giving them an y privileg es, and trie d

to impr ess them wi th the ide a that the y needed to kno w nothing

but simpl y how to w ork hard for the benef it o f their masters and

mistr esses; in fulf illing these c ondi tions fai thfull y the end f or which
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they had been designed would be ac complishe d according to his

doctrine.

Not wi thstanding so much pains had be en resorted to thr oughout

the South to impr ess these ideas upon the sla ves, no converts were

made.

James thoug ht tha t the doc trine w as infamous, and tha t i t w as

dangerous to liv e wi th such a man as his master; tha t fr eedom w as

as much his rig ht as i t w as his masterÕs; and so he resolved to le ave

for Canada as soon as he could see any chance for escape.
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Arrival from Queen and
County, 1858

CATHARINE JONES AND SON HENRY,
ETNA ELIZABETH DAUPHUS, AND
GEORGE NELSON WASHINGTON.

These passengers, althoug h in ter esting, and manif esting a str ong

desir e to be fr ee, had no r emarkable tales o f personal suf fering to

relate; their lot had e viden tl y been cast among the mor e humane

class of slave-holders, who had ac ted to wards their sla ves with

some moder ation.

Catharine w as twenty-f our y ears of age, of a dark chestnut c olor ,

possessed a fair shar e of mother wi t, and w as fit ted to mak e a

favorable impr ession. In no degr ee whatever did she think w ell o f

slavery; she had had, as she thoug ht, suf f icien t experienc e under

Joshua Duvall (who pr ofessed to o wn her ) to judg e as to the g ood

or evil o f the system. W hile he w as by no me ans consider ed a hard

man, he w ould no w and then bu y and sell a slave. She had no fault

to f ind wi th her mistr ess.

Etna w as about t wenty years of age, of a Òginger-br eadÓ color ,

modest in deme anor, and appeared to ha ve a natur al capacity for

learning. She w as also from under the Du vall yoke. In set ting f or th

her r easons for escaping she asserted tha t she w as tir ed of slavery

and an unbelie ver in the doc trine tha t God made c olor ed people

simpl y to be slaves for whi te people; besides, she had a str ong desir e

to Òsee her friends in Canada. Ó

George also escaped fr om Du vall; happil y he was only about
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nine teen years of age, not too old to ac quir e some education and do

well by himself. H e was greatl y elated at the pr ospect o f fr eedom in

Canada.

William H enr y was a plump li t tle f ellow onl y t wo years of age. At the

old pric e (f ive dollars per pound) he w as wor th some thing, fa t as he

was. Being in the hands o f his mother , the Commi t tee consider ed

him a lucky child.
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Arrival from Baltimore

ELIJAH BISHOP AND WILLIAM
WILLIAMSON.

Elijah r epresented to the Commi t tee that he had be en held under

the en thr allmen t o f a common Ògambler and drunkar d,Ó who called

himself b y the name o f Campbell, and c arrie d on his spor ting

oper ations in Baltimor e.

Under this gambler Elijah had be en wr onged up to the ag e of

twenty-eig ht years, when he r esolved to esc ape. Having had several

oppor tuni ties o f tr aveling thr ough the Uni ted States and South

Americ a wi th his spor ting master , he managed to pick up qui te an

amoun t o f inf orma tion. For the benef it o f ElijahÕs relativ es, if any

should ha ve occasion to look f or par ticulars c oncerning this lost

individual, w e add, that he w as a spare-built man o f a dark color .

William W illiamson f led fr om Mrs. Rebecca Davidge, of

Perr ymanville. H e declared tha t he had be en used badlyÑhad be en

worked hard and had be en fed and clothe d but poor ly. Under such

tr eatmen t he had r eached his t wenty-f our th y ear. Being of a

resolute and de termine d mind, and f eeling c onsider ably galled by

the bur dens heaped upon him, he r esolved tha t he w ould tak e his

chances on the Under ground Rail Road. The onl y complain t tha t he

had to mak e against his mistr ess was, that she hir ed him to a man

named Smi th, a farmer , and a slave-holder o f the me anest t ype, in

William Õs opinion. F or man y a day William will hold her r esponsible

for abuses he r eceived fr om him.
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Arrival from Dunwoody
County, 1858

DARIUS HARRIS.

One of the most enc our aging signs c onnected wi th the

tr avel vi‰the Under ground Rail Road was, that passengers tr aveling

ther eon w ere, as a general thing, y oung and o f determine d minds.

Darius, the subje ct o f this sk etch, w as only about t wenty-one when

he arriv ed. It could be seen in his looks tha t he c ould not be k ept

in the prison-house unless c onstan tl y behind bars. H is large head

and i ts forma tion indic ated a large brain. He stated tha t ÒThomas H.

Hamlin, a har d case, living ne ar Dun woody,Ó had professed to o wn

him. D arius alleg ed tha t this same H amlin, who had thus strippe d

him o f every cent o f his earnings w as doing the same thing b y sixt y

others, whom he held in his gr asp.

With r egard to Òfeeding and clothingÓ D arius set H amlin do wn as

Òvery hogg ish;Ó he also stated tha t he w ould sell sla ves whenever he

could. H e (Darius), had been hir ed out in P etersbur g fr om the ag e

of ten; f or the last thr ee years pr evious to his esc ape he had been

bring ing one hundr ed and f if ty dollars a y ear in to the c offers of his

owners. D arius had not be en ignor ant o f the cruelties o f the sla ve

system up to the time o f his escape, for the f et ters had be en galling

his young limbs f or several years; especiall y had the string ent slave

laws given him the horr ors. Loathing the system o f slavery wi th his

whole he art, he de termine d to peril his all in esc aping ther efr om;

seeking dilig entl y, he had found me ans by which he c ould c arr y his

designs in to execution.

In the w ay of general tr eatmen t, ho wever, Darius said tha t bodil y

he had escaped Òabuses toler ably well.Ó He left in sla very his father
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and mother , four br others and one sister . He arriv ed by one of the

Richmond boa ts.
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Arrival from Alexandria, VA.,
1857

TOWNSEND DERRIX.

The above-name d escaped fr om a ÒDutchmanÓ by the name o f

Gallipappick, who w as in the c onfectioner y business. For the cr edi t

of our German ci tiz ens, it may be said, tha t slave-holders wi thin

their r anks were very few. This was a rare case. The Commi t tee

were a lit tle curious to kno w ho w the German br anch of civiliza tion

conduc ted when g iven unlimi ted contr ol over human beings.

In answering the r equisi te questions, and in making his sta temen t,

Townsend gave entir e satisfac tion. H is German master he spok e

of as being a toler ably fair man, Òconsidering his orig in.Ó At le ast

he (Townsend), had not suf fered much fr om him; but he spok e of

a woman, about sixt y, who had be en used very badly under this

Dutchman. H e not onl y worked her v ery hard, but, a t the same

time, he w ould be at her o ver the he ad, and tha t in the most sa vage

manner . His mistr ess was also ÒDutch,Ó a Ògreat sw abby, fat w oman,Ó

wi th a very ill disposi tion. Master and mistr ess were both members

of the E piscopal Chur ch. ÒMistress drank, tha t w as the r eason she

was so disagreeable.Ó

Townsend had be en a marrie d man f or about se ven mon ths onl y.

In his ef for t to obtain his o wn fr eedom he soug ht dilig entl y to

deliver his y oung wif e. They were uni ted heart and hand in the one

great purpose to r each fr ee land, but unf or tuna tel y the pursuers

were on their tr ack; the wif e was captur ed and carrie d back, but the

husband escaped. It w as particular ly wi th a vie w of saving his poor

wif e that Townsend w as induc ed to peril his lif e, for she (the wif e)

was not owned by the same par ty who o wned Townsend, and w as

on the e ve of being tak en by her o wners some f if ty miles distan t in to
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the c ountr y, wher e the chanc es for in ter course be tween husband

and wif e would no long er be favorable. Rather than submi t to such

an outr age, Townsend and his wif e made the a t tempt

aforementione d.
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Arrival from Maryland, 1858

EDWARD CARROLL.

Edward, a youthful passeng er about t wenty-one y ears of age, slow

of speech, wi th a stammering ut ter ance, and apparentl y crushe d

in spiri ts, claime d succor and aid o f the Commi t tee. At f irst the

Commi t tee felt a li t tle puz zled to understand, ho w one, appar entl y

so def icien t, could suc ceed in surmoun ting the usual dif f iculties

consequent upon tr aveling, via the Under ground Rail Road; but in

conversing wi th him, the y found him possesse d of mor e intellig ence

than the y had supposed; inde ed, the y per ceived tha t he c ould r ead

and wri te a li t tle, and tha t wha t he lack ed in aptness o f speech,

he supplie d as a think er, and althoug h he w as slow he w as sure.

He was owned by a man named John Lewis, who also o wned about

seventy head of slaves, whom he k ept on farms ne ar the mouth o f

the Sassafras River, in Sussex county.

Lewis had not onl y held Ed ward in bondag e, but had ac tuall y sold

him, wi th t wo of his br others, onl y the Satur day before his escape,

to a Georgia tr ader, named Dur ant, who w as to star t south wi th

them on the subse quent M onday. Moved almost to desper ation a t

their masterÕs course in thus selling them, the thr ee brothers, af ter

ref lection, de termine d to save themsel ves if possi ble, and wi thout

any def ini te kno wledge of the journe y, they turne d their e yes

towards the N or th Star , and under the c over of nig ht the y star ted

for Pennsylvania, not kno wing whe ther the y would e ver see the

goodl y land o f fr eedom. Af ter w andering f or about t wo weeks,

having been lost o ften and c ompelle d to lie out in all w eathers,

a party of pursuers suddenl y came upon them. Both par ties w ere

armed; the fug itiv es ther efore resolved to g ive their enemies ba t tle,

before surr endering. Ed ward felt c ertain tha t one o f the pursuers

received a cut fr om his knif e, but the e xten t o f the in jur y was
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unkno wn to him. F or a time the strugg le was of a very serious

character; b y using his w eapons skillfull y, however, Edward

managed to k eep the hand-cuf f off of himself, but w as at this poin t

separated fr om his t wo br others. N o fur ther kno wledge of them did

he possess; nevertheless, he truste d tha t the y succeeded in f ighting

their w ay thr ough to fr eedom. How any were successful in making

their esc ape under such disc our aging cir cumstanc es is a marvel.

Edward took oc casion to r eview his masterÕs conduc t, and said

that he Òcould not r ecommend him, Ó as he would Òdrink and gamble, Ó

both o f which, w ere enough to c ondemn him, in Ed wardÕs

estima tion, e ven thoug h he were passable in other r espects. But he

held him doubl y guilt y for the w ay tha t he ac ted in selling him and

his br others.

So privatel y had his master tr ansacted business wi th the tr ader,

that the y were wi thin a hairÕs breadth o f being hand-cuf fed, ere they

knew tha t the y were sold. Probably no outr age will be r emember ed

wi th f eelings o f gr eater bi t terness, than this pr oceeding on the par t

of the master; y et, when he r ef lected tha t he w as ther eby pr ompte d

to strik e for fr eedom, Edward was disposed to r ejoice at the g ood

which had c ome out o f the e vil.
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Arrival from Petersburg, 1858

JAMES MASON.

This passenger br ought r are intellig ence respecting the manner in

which he had be en tr eated in Slavery. He had been owned by a lady

named Judith Bur ton, who r esided in Petersbur g, and was a member

of the Baptist Chur ch. She was the owner o f f ive other sla ves. James

said tha t she had be en Òthe same as a motherÓ to him; and on the

score of how he came to escape, he said: ÒI left f or no other c ause

than simpl y to g et m y li ber ty.Ó This was an exceptional c ase, yet

he had too much sense to c ontinue in such a lif e in pr eference to

fr eedom. W hen he f led he w as only t wenty-f our y ears of age. Had

he remained, ther efore, he might have seen hard times bef ore he

reached old age; this fac t he had w ell consider ed, as he was an

intellig ent young man.
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Arrival from Maryland

ROBERT CARR.

$300 REWARD.ÑRan away fr om

the subscri ber, on the 26th De cember , 1857, Negro Man

ROBERT CARR. He had on when last se en on West River,

a close-bodie d blue cloth c oat wi th br ass buttons, dr ab

pantaloons, and a lo w cr own and v ery narr ow brim be aver

hat; he w ore a small goatee, is pleasant when spok en to, and

very poli te; about f ive feet ten inches hig h; copper -c olor ed.

I will g ive $125 if taken in Anne Arundel, Princ e GeorgeÕs,

Calvert or M ontgomer y county, $150 if taken in the ci ty of

Baltimor e; or $300 if tak en out o f the State and secur ed so

that I get him again.

THOS. J. RICHARDSON,

West River, Anne Arundel c ounty, Maryland.

j13-w&s3w
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Rober t w as too shr ewd to be en tr apped by the abo ve reward. He sat

down and c ounted the c ost bef ore star ting; then wi th his kno wledge

of slaveholders when tr aveling he w as cautious enoug h not to

expose himself b y day or nig ht wher e he was liable to dang er.

He had reached the age of thir ty, and despi te the opposi tion he

had had to enc ounter , unaided he had le arned to r ead, which wi th

his good shar e of nativ e intellig ence, he found o f service.

Whilst Rober t did not publish his mistr ess, he gave a plain

statemen t o f wher e he was from, and wh y he was found in the ci ty

of Brother ly Love in the de ad of Winter in a sta te o f desti tution.

He charged the blame upon a w oman, whose name w as Richardson,

who, he said, w as quite a Òfighter , and was never satisf ied, except

when quarr eling and f ighting wi th some o f the sla ves.Ó He also spoke

of a certain T .J. Richardson, a farmer and a Òvery driving man Ó who

was in the habi t o f oppr essing poor men and w omen b y compelling

them to w ork in his tobac co, corn, and whe at f ields wi thout

requi ting them f or their labor . Rober t f elt if he c ould g et justic e out

of said Richar dson he w ould be the gainer to the amoun t o f mor e

than a thousand dollars in mone y besides heavy damages for having

cheated him out o f his education.

In this c onnection, he r ecalled the fac t o f Richar dsonÕs being a

member o f the chur ch, and in a sar castic manner adde d tha t his

Òrelig ious pr etensions mig ht pass among slave-holders, but tha t

it w ould do him no g ood when me eting the Judg e above.Ó Being

satisf ied tha t he w ould ther e meet his deser ts Rober t took a degr ee

of comf or t ther efr om.
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Arrival of a Party of Six, 1858

PLYMOUTH CANNON, HORATIO
WILKINSON, LEMUEL MITCHELL, JOSIAH
MITCHELL, GEORGE HENRY BALLARD,
AND JOHN MITCHELL.

Thomas Garr et t announc ed the c oming o f this par ty in the

subjoine d let ter:

WILMIN GTON, 2 MO. 5th, 1858.

ESTEEMED FRIEND:ÑWILLIAM STILL:Ñ I have

inf orma tion o f 6 able-bodie d men tha t ar e expected her e

to-morr ow morning; the y may, to-morr ow af ternoon or

evening, tak e the c ars at Chester , and most lik ely reach the

ci ty between 11 and 12 at nig ht; the y will be ac companie d

by a color ed man tha t has liv ed in Philadelphia and is fr ee;

they may think i t safer to w alk to the ci ty than to g o in the

cars, but f or f ear of acciden t i t may be best to ha ve some one

at the c ars to look out f or them. I ha ve not seen them y et,

and cannot c ertainl y judge what will be best. I ga ve a man 3

dollars to bring those men 15 miles to-nig ht, and I ha ve been

two miles in the c ountr y this af ternoon, and ga ve a color ed

man 2 dollars to g et pr ovisions to f eed them. H oping all will

be rig ht, I r emain th y friend,

HUMANIT AS.

Arriving as usual in due time these fug itiv es were examine d, and all

found to be e xtr a field hands.

Plymouth w as for ty-t wo years of age, of a lig ht chestnut c olor ,

wi th k een eyes, and a good countenanc e, and wi thal possessed of
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shrewdness enough to le ad double the number tha t accompanie d

him. H e had a str ong desir e to le arn to r ead, but ther e was no

possible way of his gaining the lig ht; this he f elt to be a gr eat

drawback.

The name o f the man who had made mer chandise o f Plymouth

was Nat H orsey, of HorseyÕs Cross Roads. The most striking

characteristic in H orseyÕs character , according to P lymouth Õs idea

was, that he w as very Òhard to ple ase, did not kno w when a sla ve did

enough, had no ide a that the y could g et tir ed or tha t the y needed

any privileg es.Ó He was the owner o f six slaves, was engaged in

farming and mer cantile pursui ts, and the postmaster o f the bor ough

in which he liv ed.

When Plymouth par ted wi th his wif e wi th a Òfull heart,Ó he bade

her good-nig ht, wi thout in tima ting to her tha t he ne ver expected

to see her again in this w or ld; she eviden tl y supposed tha t he w as

going home to his masterÕs place as usual, but inste ad he was leaving

his companion and thr ee childr en to w ear the y oke as hither to.

He sympathiz ed wi th them de eply, but f elt tha t he c ould r ender

them no r eal good by remaining; he c ould nei ther liv e wi th his wif e

nor c ould he ha ve any command o ver one o f his childr en. Slavery

demanded all, but allo wed nothing.

Not wi thstanding, P lymouth admi t ted tha t he had be en tr eated

even mor e favorably than most sla ves. The famil y thus bound

consiste d of his wif e Jane, and four childr en, as follo ws: Dorsey,

William F rancis, Mar y Ellen, and baby.

Horatio w as a lit tle in ad vance of Plymouth in y ears, being f or ty-

four y ears of age. His physical outlines ga ve him a commanding

appearance for one who had w orn the y oke as he had for so man y

years. He was of a yellow comple xion, and v ery tall.

As a slave labor er he had be en sweating and toiling to enrich a

man by the name o f Thomas J. Hodgson, a farmer on a lar ge scale,

and owning about a doz en slaves.

Horatio ga ve him the char acter o f being Òa man of a hidden

temper ,Ó and after the ele ction o f Buchanan he c onsider ed him a
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great deal worse than e ver. Horatio told o f a visi t which his master

made to Canada, and which, on his r eturn, he had tak en much pains

to r epor t to the sla ves to the ef fect tha t he had be en ther e the

previous summer , and saw the c ountr y for himself, adding in w ords

somewhat as follo ws: ÒCanada is the me anest par t o f the g lobe tha t I

ever f ound or he ard of;Ñdid not se e but one black or c olor ed person

in Canada,Ñinquir ed at the custom-house to kno w wha t became of

all the blacks fr om the South, and w as told tha t the y shippe d them

off occasionally and sent them r ound Cape H orn and sold them.Ó In

addi tion to this r epor t he said tha t Òthe suffering fr om deep snows

and star vation w as fearful,Ó all of which H oratio belie ved Òto be a

lie.Ó Of course he c oncealed this opinion fr om his master . Many such

stories w ere sounded in the e ars of slaves but wi thout much ef fect.

Lemuel, John and Josiah were brothers. Lemuel w as thir ty-f ive, and

mig ht be c alled a jet-black. H e was uncommonl y stout, wi th a head

indic ativ e of determina tion o f purpose, just sui ted to an

Under ground Rail Road passenger. He f led fr om James R. Lewis, Òa

tall, stout man, v ery wealth y and close.Ó Lemuel said that he f ed

and clothe d the sla ves pret ty well. He had invested to the e xten t o f

twelve head. No mone y or privileg es were allowed, and for a small

offence the thr eat to sell w as made. It w as LemuelÕs opinion tha t his

masterÕs wif e made him w orse than he other wise would have been.

John w as twenty-f our y ears of age, of unmix ed blood, and o f a quie t

demeanour . He belonged to Miss Ca tharine Corn well, of Viana. John

descri bed her as Òtolerable good-looking, but r eal bad.Ó His sister

and one other sla ve besides himself c omprise d her en tir e stock (of

slaves).

According to J ohnÕs stor y, his mistr ess was in the habi t o f telling

her slaves that she did not Òin tend tha t any of them should be fr ee

if she could help i t;Ó this sentimen t w as utter ed so Òscornfull yÓ that

it ÒinsultedÓ Jack very much. I ndeed, i t w as this tha t put the ide a

of Canada into his mind. The mor e she kept the ide a of perpe tual

Slavery before the slaves, the mor e Jack resolved to mak e her

arr ogance cost her one sla ve at least.
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Miss Corn well w as not onl y a warm advocate of Slavery, but w as

likewise a member o f the M ethodist chur ch, under the pastor al

charge of the Rev. J.C. Gregg. On one occasion, when the minister

was visiting Miss C., the subje ct o f Slavery was intr oduced in JohnÕs

hearing. The r everend gentleman took the gr ound tha t i t w as not

rig ht to hold sla ves,Ñsaid ther e were none in P ennsylvania, etc. The

young mistr ess showed li t tle or no sign o f thinking other wise while

he remained, Òbut, after he w as gone, she raved and w ent on in a

great w ay, and told her br other if he ( the minister ), ever marrie d

her, he would ha ve to c ome out o f his notions about fr eedom.Ó It

was JohnÕs opinion tha t the subje ct o f matrimon y was then under

consider ation be tween them. For himself, he w as highly delig hted

wi th the ministerÕs Ònotions o f fr eedom,Ó as he had heard so many

high notions o f Slavery.

In r eference to the labor usag e under the y oung mistr ess, John

said tha t the y had been Òworked very hard, and especiall y last, and

the pr esent year.Ó ÒLast year,Ó he stated, Òthey had har dly any meat,

but w ere fed chief ly on herring. Se eing tha t i t w as going to be the

same thing this y ear too, I thoug ht tha t if I c ould mak e my escape

to Canada, I w ould do i t.Ó He had str ong par ental and kindr ed ties

to br eak, but r esolved to br eak them r ather than r emain under Miss

Corn well.

Josiah was twenty-thr ee. A more promising-looking subje ct to

represent the fug itiv es in Canada, was not r eadily to be f ound. H is

appearance indic ated tha t he w as a young man o f extr a physical

powers, at least, one not lik ely to turn his fac e again towards Egypt.

JosiahÕs gain was the loss of Thomas J. Hodgson (above alluded

to). For full thr ee years this desir e and determina tion to be fr ee had

been in JosiahÕs heart. The denial o f his manhood ner ved him to se ek

for r efuge in a foreign clime.

George, the last name d in this par ty, gave his age as twenty-six. I n

appearance he was not behind an y of his c omr ades. He f led fr om a

farmer , (the la te William Jackson), who owned, i t w as said, Òsixte en

head.Ó He had recentl y died, leaving all his sla ves in bondag e. Seeing
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that the se t tlemen t o f the esta te mig ht ne cessitate the sale o f some

of the sla ves, George thoug ht tha t he had be t ter not w ait f or the

division o f the pr oper ty or an ything else, but push ahe ad wi th the

first tr ain for Canada. Slavery, as he viewed i t, w as nothing mor e

nor less than do wnrig ht r obber y. He left his mother , one sister , and

other ne ar kin. Af ter Ge orge went to Canada, his he art yearned

tender ly after his mother and sister , and, as the follo wing le t ter will

show, he was prepared to mak e commendable e xertions in their

behalf:

ST. CATHARINES, JULY 19th, 1858.

DEAR SIR:ÑWith ple asure I now inf orm y ou tha t I am w ell,

and hope this ma y f ind y ou and y ours the same also. I hope

kind sir y ou will ple ase to see Mr . Paul H ammon, to kno w

when he will tr y to g et m y Mother and S ister I wish him

to send me w ord when he will g o so I may meet him in

Philadelphia.

And I will Ende vor to me et him ther e With some mone y to

assist him in g et ting them. Le t me kno w when y ou star t f or

them so I ma y be able to me et you ther e, please after this

let ter passes fr om you sir , give it to John Camper tell him to

give it to his M other , so that m y Mother c an get i t, be careful

and not le t no whi te man g et hold o f i t. I am no w living wi th

my cousin Le ven Parker, near Saint Catharines, $10 a mon th.

No mor e at pr esent, fr om your friend,

GEORGE BALLARD.

The inquir y may arise, as to ho w such passengers managed to g et

thr ough Mar yland and Dela ware. But i t c annot be e xpected tha t

the manner in which e ach arriv al tr aveled should be par ticular ly

descri bed. It mig ht not be pruden t even now, to g ive the names o f

persons still living in the South, who assiste d their f ellow-men in

the dar k days of Slavery. In or der, however, that some ide a may be

gather ed as to the w orkings o f one br anch of the r oad in Dela ware

(wi th names suppr essed) we inser t the f ollo wing orig inal le t ter f or

what i t may be wor th.
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CAMDEN, June 13, 1858.

MR. STILL:ÑI wri t to inf orm y ou tha t w e stand in ne ed of

help if e ver w e wonted help i t is in the as day, we have Bin

tr ying to r ais money to By a hors but ther e is so few her e

that w e can trust our sel ves with f or f ear tha t the y may serve

us as tom ot well ser ved them when he g ot them in do ver

Jail. But he is dun f or ever, i wont to no if your friends c an

help us, w e have a Road tha t mor e than 100 past o ver in 1857.

it is one w e made for them, 7 in mar ch af ter the lions had

them ther e is no bet ter in the S tate, we are 7 miles fr om

Delaware Bay. you may understand wha t i me an. I wr ote

last december to the an ti Slavery Society for James Mot and

others c oncerning o f pur chasing a horse f or this B isnes if

your friends c an help us the w ork must stil g o on f or ther

is much fr ait pases over this R oad, But ther has Ben but 3

conduc tors f or sum time, y ou may no tha t ther e is but f ew

men, sum talks all dos nothing, ther e is horses owned by

Collar d peopel but not f or this purpose. W e wont one f or to

go when c alled for, one of our best men w as nigh Cut By

keeping o f them too long, B y not ha ving me ans to convay

them tha must Be c onvad if the y pass over this R oad safe tha

go thr ough in 2 nig hts to W ilmington, f or i w ent ther e wi th

28 in one gang last N ovember , tha had to ride f or when the a

com to us w e go 15 miles, it is har d Road to tr avel i had sum

conversation wi th mr . Evens and wos down her e on a visi t,

pleas tr y what you can do for us this is the plac e we need

help, 12 mile i liv e fr om mason and Dixson Line. I w od have

come but c ant have time, as yet ther e has been some fuss

about a bo y ho liv ed near Camden, he has gone away, he ses

me and my brother nose about i t but he don Õt.

Ther e is but 4 slaves near us, never spok e to one o f them

but w once she never gos out ple as to tri and help, y ou can

do much if y ou will i t will be the me ans of saving oursel ves

and others. Anc er this le t ter .
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Pleas to wri t le t me no if y ou can do anything f or us. I still

remain your friend.
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Arrival from Richmond, 1858

EBENEZER ALLISON.

ÒEbÓ was a bright mula t to, handsome, w ell-made, and bar ely t wenty

years of age. He repor ted tha t he f led fr om Mr . John Tilg hman

Foster , a farmer , living in the vicini ty of Richmond. H is master ,

Ebenezer unhesi tating ly declared, was a first-r ate man. ÒI had no

rig ht to le ave him in the w or ld, but I lo ved fr eedom be t ter than

Slavery.Ó After full y set ting f or th the kind tr eatmen t he had be en

accustome d to r eceive under his master , a member o f the

Commi t tee desired to kno w of him if he c ould r ead, to which he

answered tha t he c ould, but he admi t ted tha t wha t kno wledge he

had obtaine d in this dir ection w as the r esult o f ef for ts made

stealthil y, not thr ough any lic ense afforded by his master . John

Tilg hman Foster held de eds for about one hundr ed and f if ty head of

slaves, and was a man of inf luenc e.

Ebenezer had ser ved his time in the barberÕ s shop. On escaping

he forsook his par ents, and eig ht br others and sisters. As he w as so

intellig ent, the Commi t tee believed he would mak e his mar k in lif e

some time.

* * * * *

ARRIVAL FROM RICHMOND, 1858.

JOHN TH OMPSON CARR, ANN MOUNTAIN AND CHILD , AND

WILLIAM BO WLER.

John w as a sturdy-looking cha t tel, but possesse d far less

intellig ence than the g enerality of passengers. He was not too old,
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however, to impr ove. The fact tha t he had spiri t enoug h to r esent

the harsh tr eatmen t of one Al ber t Lewis, a small farmer , who

claime d to o wn him, sho wed tha t he w as by no me ans a hopeless

case. With all his appar ent stupidi ty he knew enoug h to g ive his

master the name o f a Òfree whisk ey drink er,Ó likewise of Òbeating and

fighting the sla ves.Ó It w as on this ac count tha t John w as compelle d

to escape.

Ann Mountain arriv ed fr om Delaware wi th her child about the same

time tha t John did, but not in c ompany wi th him; the y met at the

station in P hiladelphia. Tha t Slavery had cripple d her in e very

respect w as very discerni ble; this poor w oman had suf fered fr om

cuf f ing, etc., un til she c ould no long er endur e her oppr ession.

Taking her child in her arms, she soug ht r efuge beyond the bor ders

of slave terri tor y. Ann was about t wenty-t wo years of age, her child

not qui te a year old. The y were consider ed enti tle d to much pi ty.

William w as for ty-one y ears of age, dark, ordinar y size, and

intellig ent. He f led fr om Richmond, wher e he had been held b y

Alexander Royster , the owner o f f if teen slaves, and a tobacco

mer chant. William said tha t his master w as a man of very savage

temper , shor t, and cr abbed. As to his social r elations, W illiam said

that he w as Òa member o f nothing no w but a liquor barr el.Ó

Knowing tha t his master and mistr ess labored under the delusion

that he w as silly enoug h to look up to them as kind-he arted slave-

holders, to whom he should f eel himself indebte d for everything,

William thoug ht tha t the y would be sadl y puzzled to c onjectur e

what had be come of him. H e was sure that the y would be slo w to

believe that he had g one to Canada. Un til wi thin the last f ive years

he had enjoyed many privileg es as a slave, but he had sinc e found

it not so e asy to submi t to the r equir ements of Slavery. He left his

wif e, Nancy, and two childr en.

Arriv al fr om Richmond, 1858 | 737



Arrival from Baltimore, 1858

ROBERTA TAYLOR.

The subject o f this sk etch w as a young mula t to w oman, t wenty-

thr ee years of age, who f led fr om the Ci ty of Baltimor e. Both bef ore

and after her esc ape Rober ta appeared to appr eciate her si tuation

most full y. Her language concerning fr eedom had in i t the ring o f

common sense, as had her r emarks touching her sla ve lif e.

In making her grie vances known to the Commi t tee she charged

Mr . and Mrs. M cCoy wi th ha ving done gr eat violenc e to her fr eedom

and degr ading her w omanhood b y holding her in bonds c ontr ary to

her wishes. Of Mr . McCoy, however, she spoke less severely than she

did o f his Òbet ter half. Ó Indeed she spoke of some kind tr aits in his

character , but said tha t his wif e was one of Òthe torn do wn, devilish

disposi tions, all the time quarr eling and f ighting, and w ould sw ear

like an old sailor .Ó It w as in consequence of these evil pr opensi ties

that her lad yship w as intoler able to Rober ta. Without being

indebte d to her o wners f or any privileg es, she had managed to le arn

to r ead a lit tle, which kno wledge she valued hig hly and meant to

impr ove in Canada.

Rober ta pr ofessed to be a Christian, and w as a member o f the

Bethel M ethodist Chur ch. Her ser vitude, un til wi thin f our y ears

of her esc ape, had been passed in V ir ginia, under Mrs. M cCoyÕs

father , when to ac commoda te the da ughter she w as transferr ed

to Baltimor e. Of her par entage or r elativ es no note w as made on

the book. I t w as sad to see such persons desti tute and homeless,

compelle d to seek refuge among str angers, not daring to ask the

slightest fa vor, sympath y or pr ayer to aid her , Christian as she w as,

fr om any Christian o f Baltimor e, wearing a fair skin.
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Arrival from Hightstown,
1858

ROBERT THOMPSON (A PREACHER).

Slavery exempte d fr om the y oke no man wi th a color ed skin no

mat ter wha t his fai th, talen t, genius, or w or th mig ht be. The person

of Christ in a black skin w ould sc arcely have caused i t to r elinquish

its t yrannic al grasp; neither God nor man w as regarded by men who

dealt in the bodies and souls o f their f ellow-men. Rober t sta ted to

the Commi t tee that he f led fr om ÒJohn R. Laten, a very harsh kind

of a farmer , who dr ank rig ht smar t,Ó that on the morning he Òtook

out,Ó while innocent o f having commi t ted any crime, suddenl y in a

desperate f it o f passion, his master took him Òb y the c ollar ,Ó at the

same time c alling loudl y to ÒJohnÓ for Òropes.Ó This alarming assault

on the par t o f his master made the pr eacher f eel as thoug h his

Satanic majest y had possession o f him. I n such a crisis he e viden tl y

felt tha t pr eaching w ould do no g ood; he w as, however, constr ained

to mak e an effor t. To use his own w ords, he said: ÒI gave a sudden

jerk and star ted off on a tr ot, le aving m y master c alling, Ôstop! stop!Õ

but I k ept on running, and w as soon out o f sight.Ó

The mor e he thoug ht over the brutal c onduc t o f his master the

mor e decided he became never to ser ve him mor e, and str aightway

he resolved to tr y to r each Canada. Being in the prime o f his lif e

(thir ty-nine y ears of age) and having the essen tial qualif ications f or

tr aveling o ver the Under ground Rail Road, he was just the man to

endur e the trials c onsequent upon such an under taking.

Said Rober t: ÒI always thoug ht slavery hard, a very dissipated

lif e to liv e. I always thoug ht w e color ed people oug ht to w ork for

oursel ves and wives and childr en lik e other pe ople.Ó The Commit tee

saw tha t Rober tÕs views were in every word sound doc trine, and f or
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fur ther lig ht asked him some questions r especting the tr eatmen t

he had r eceived at the hands o f his mistr ess, not kno wing but tha t

he had r eceived kindness fr om the Òweaker vessel;Ó while enduring

suffering under his master; but R ober t assured them in answ er to

this inquir y tha t his mistr ess was a very Òill, dissipated woman,Ó

and Òwas not c alculated to sympa thiz e wi th a poor sla ve.Ó Rober t

was next in ter viewed wi th r egard to r elig ious mat ters, when i t w as

ascertaine d tha t he bor e the name o f being a Òlocal pr eacher o f

the gospel of the Be thel M ethodist denomina tion.Ó Thus in leaving

slavery he had to f orsake his wif e and thr ee childr en, kinf olks and

chur ch, which ar duous task but f or the brutal c onduc t o f the master

he mig ht have labored in vain for str ength to perf orm.

As he looked calmly back upon the past, and sa w ho w he and

the r est of the sla ves had been depriv ed of their just rig hts he

could har dly realize how Providenc e could suf fer slave-holders to

do as they had been doing in tr ampling upon the poor and helpless

slaves. Yet he had str ong fai th tha t the Almig hty would punish sla ve-

holders se verely for their wick edness.
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Arrival from Virginia, 1858

ALFRED S. THORNTON.

The subject o f this sk etch w as a young man about t wenty-t wo years

of age, of dar k color , but brig ht in telle ctuall y. Alfred found no fa ult

wi th the or dinar y tr eatmen t r eceived at the hands o f his master; he

had eviden tl y been on unusuall y in tima te terms wi th him. N or w as

any fault f ound wi th his mistr ess, so far as her tr eatmen t o f him

was concerned; thus, c ompar ativ ely, he was Òhappy and conten ted,Ó

li t tle dr eaming o f tr ader or a chang e of owners. One da y, to his ut ter

surprise, he sa w a tr ader wi th a c onstable appr oaching him. As the y

drew nearer and ne arer he began to gr ow ner vous. What fur ther

took plac e will be g iven, as nearly as possible, in Alfr edÕs own w ords

as follo ws:

ÒWilliam N oland (a constable ), and the tr ader w as making

rig ht up to me almost on m y heels, and grabbed at me, the y

were so near. I f lew, I took o ff-m y hat and run, took o ff my

jacket and run har der, took o ff my vest and double d my pace,

the c onstable and the tr ader both on the chase hot f oot.

The tr ader f ir ed t wo barr els of his r evolver af ter me, and

crie d out as loud as he c ould c all, GÑÑd dÑÑn, e tc., but I

never stoppe d running, but run f or m y master . Coming up to

him, I crie d out, Lor d, master , have you sold me ? ÔYes,Õ was

his answer. ÔTo the tr ader,Õ I said. ÔYes,Õ heanswered. ÔWhy

couldn Õt you sold me to some o f the neig hbors?Õ I said. ÔI

donÕt know,Õ he said, in a dry way. With m y arms ar ound m y

masterÕs neck, I begged and pr ayed him to tell me wh y he

had sold me. The tr ader and c onstable w as again pret ty near.

I let go my master and took to m y heels to save me. I run

about a mile o ff and run in to a mill dam up to m y head in
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water . I kept m y head just above and hid the r est par t o f my

body for mor e than t wo hours. I had not made up m y mind

to escape until I had g ot in to the w ater . I run onl y to ha ve

li t tle mor e time to br eathe bef ore going to Ge orgia or N ew

Or leans; but I pr et ty soon made up m y mind in the w ater to

tr y and get to a fr ee State, and go to Canada and mak e the

trial an yhow, but I didn Õt know which w ay to tr avel.Ó

Such gr eat chang es in

Alfr edÕs prospects having been wr ought in so shor t a while, tog ether

wi th such a f earful looking-f or o f a fate in the far South mor e

horrid than de ath, suddenl y, as by a mir acle, he turns his fac e in

the dir ection o f the N or th. But the N or th star , as it w ere, hid i ts

face fr om him. F or a w eek he was tr ying to r each fr ee soil, the

rain scarcely ceasing for an hour . The entir e journe y was extr emely

discour aging, and man y steps had to be tak en in v ain, hungr y and

weary. But ha ving the fai th o f those spok en of in the Scriptur es,

who w andered about in dens and c aves of the e arth, being desti tute,

aff lic ted and tormen ted, he endur ed to the end and arriv ed safely to

the Commi t tee.

He left his fa ther and mother , both sla ves, living ne ar Middlebur g,
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in Vir ginia, not far fr om wher e he said his master liv ed, who w ent

by the name o f C.E. Shinn, and follo wed farming. H is master and

mistr ess were said to be members o f the ÒSouth Baptist Chur ch,Ó

and both had borne g ood char acters un til wi thin a y ear or so

previous to Alfr edÕs departur e. Since then a very serious

disagreement had tak en place between them, r esulting in their

separation, a he avy lawsui t, and c onsequentl y large outla ys. It w as

this domestic tr ouble, in Alfr edÕs opinion, tha t r ender ed his

sale indispensable. Of the meri ts of the gr ave charges made by his

master against his mistr ess, Alfred pr ofessed to ha ve forme d no

opinion; he kne w, however, that his master blame d a school-master ,

by the name o f Conway, for the sad sta te o f things in his household.

Time w ould fail to tell o f the abundan t joy Alfr ed deriv ed fr om the

fact, tha t his ÒheelsÓ had saved him fr om a Southern mar ket. Equall y

dif f icult w ould i t be to e xpr ess the in ter est felt b y the Commi t tee in

this passenger and his w onderful hair -br eadth escape.
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Arrival from Belleair

JULIUS SMITH, WIFE MARY, AND BOY
JAMES, HENRY AND EDWARD SMITH, AND
JACK CHRISTY.

While this par ty was very respectable in r egard to numbers and

enliste d much sympa th y, still the y had no w ounds or bruises to

exhi bi t, or v ery hard repor ts to mak e relativ e to their bondag e.

The tr eatmen t tha t had be en meted out to them w as about as

toler ant as Slavery could w ell af ford; and the ph ysical condi tion o f

the passengers bor e evidenc e that the y had been used to some thing

bet ter than herring and c orn c ake for a die t.

Julius, who w as successful enoug h to bring his wif e and boy wi th

him, w as a wonderful spe cimen o f muscular pr opor tions. Althoug h

a young man, o f but t wenty-f ive, he weighed t wo hundr ed and

twenty-f ive pounds; he w as tall and w ell-f orme d fr om the cr own o f

his head to the soles o f his f eet. Nor w as he all muscle b y a great

deal; he was well balanc ed as to mother wi t and shr ewdness.

In looking back in to the pi t fr om whenc e he had been deliv ered

he could tell a v ery in ter esting stor y of wha t he had e xperienc ed,

fr om which i t w as eviden t tha t he had not be en an idle obser ver of

what had passed relativ e to the P eculiar I nsti tution; espe ciall y was

it very certain tha t he had ne ver seen anything lo vely or o f good

repor t belong ing to the system. So far as his personal r elations w ere

concerned, he ackno wledged tha t a man name d Mr . Rober t H ollan,

had assumed to impose himself upon him as master , and tha t this

same man had also wr ongfull y claime d all his time, denie d him all

common and spe cial privileg es; besides he had depriv ed him o f an

education, e tc., which look ed badly enoug h before he lef t Mar yland,

but in the lig ht o f fr eedom, and fr om a fr ee State stand-poin t, the
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idea that ÒmanÕs inhumani ty to man Ó should assume such gigantic

propor tions as to c ause him to seiz e his fellow-man and hold him in

perpe tual bondag e, was marvellous in the e xtr eme.

Julius had been kept in the dar k in Mar yland, but on fr ee soil,

the lig ht rushe d in upon his astonishe d vision to a degr ee almost

bewildering. Tha t his master w as a man of Òmeans and pr et ty hig h

standingÓÑJulius thoug ht w as not much to his cr edi t sinc e they

were obtaine d fr om unpaid labor . In his r eview allusion w as made

not onl y to his master , but also to his mistr ess, in which he said

that she w as Òa quarr elsome and cr abbed woman, middling stout. Ó In

order to sho w a reason why he lef t as he did, he sta ted tha t Òthere

had been a fuss t wo or thr ee timesÓ previous to the esc ape, and

it had be en rumor ed Òthat somebod y would ha ve to be sold soon.Ó

This w as what did the mischief so far as the Ò running a wayÓ was

concerned. JuliusÕ color w as nearly jet black, and his spe ech w as very

good considering his lack o f book le arning; his be aring w as entir ely

self-possessed and commendable.

His wif e and boy shared full y in his af fections, and se emed well

pleased to ha ve their fac es turne d Canada-w ard. It is har dly

necessary to say mor e of them her e.

Henr y was about t wenty-thr ee years of age, of an activ e turn, br own

skin, and had g iven the question o f fr eedom his most serious

at ten tion, as his ac tions pr oved. While he c ould nei ther r ead nor

wri te, he could think. F rom the manner in which he e xpr essed

himself, wi th r egard to Rober t H ollan, no man in the whole r ange

of his r ecollections will be long er r emember ed than he; his

enthr alment while under H ollan will har dly ever be f orgot ten. Any

being who had be en thus depriv ed of his rig hts, could har dly fail

to c ommand sympa th y; in c ases like this, ho wever, the sig ht and

language of such an one w as extr emely impr essive.

Of this par ty, Edward, a boy of seventeen, called for th much

sympath y; he too w as claimed by Hollan. H e was of a good ph ysical
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make-up, and se emed to v alue hig hly the gr eat end he had in vie w,

namely, a residence in Canada.
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Arrival from Maryland, 1858

JOHN WESLEY COMBASH, JACOB TAYLOR,
AND THOMAS EDWARD SKINNER.

The r evelations made b y these passengers were painful to listen to,

and would not ha ve been cr edi ted if an y room had e xiste d for doubt.

John Wesley was thir ty-t wo years of age, of a lively turn, ple asant

countenanc e, dark color , and or dinar y size. In unbur dening his mind

to the Commi t tee the all-absorbing theme r elated to the manner in

which he had be en tr eated as a slave, and the char acter o f those

who had oppr essed him. H e stated tha t he had be en the vic tim o f

a man or par ty, named Johnson, in whose famil y John had be en a

wi tness to some o f the most hig h-hande d phases of barbarism; said

he, Òthese Johnsons w ere notorious f or abusing their ser vants. A few

years back one o f their sla ves, a coachman, w as kept on the c oach

box one cold nig ht when the y were out a t a ball un til he be came

almost fr ozen to de ath, in fac t he did die in the inf irmar y fr om the

effects of the fr ost about one w eek after wards.Ó

ÒAnother c ase was that o f a slave woman in a v ery delic ate sta te,

who w as one day knock ed down stairs b y Mrs. Johnson herself, and

in a few w eeks after , the poor w oman die d fr om the ef fects of the

in jur y thus r eceived. The doc tor who a t tende d the in jured cr eatur e

in this c ase was simply told tha t she slippe d and f ell do wn stairs

as she was coming do wn. Color ed wi tnesses had no rig ht to testif y,

and the doc tor w as mute, consequentl y the guilt y escaped wholl y

unpunishe d.Ó ÒAnother c ase,Ó said John Wesley, Òwas a lit tle g ir l, half -

grown, who w as washing windo ws up stairs one da y, and unluckil y

fell asleep in the windo w, and in this posi tion w as found b y her

mistr ess; in a rage the mistr ess hit her a he avy slap, knock ed her out

of the windo w, and she fell to the pa vement, and die d in a f ew hours
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fr om the ef fects ther eof. The mistr ess professed to kno w nothing

about i t, simpl y said, Ôshe went to sle ep and fell out herself. Õ As usual

nothing w as done in the w ay of punishmen t.Ó

These were specimens o f the inner w orkings o f the pe culiar

insti tution. J ohn, ho wever, had not onl y obser ved Slavery fr om a

domestic stand-poin t, he had also w atche d master and mistr ess

abroad as visitors and guests in other pe opleÕs houses, notic ed not

only how the y tr eated whi te people, but also ho w the y tr eated black

people. ÒThese Johnsons thoug ht tha t the y were first-r ate to their

servants. When visi ting among their friends the y were usually very

poli te, would bo w and scr ape mor e than a li t tle, even to c olor ed

people, kno wing tha t their names w ere in bad odor , on account o f

their cruelt y, for the y had been in the papers t wic e about ho w the y

abused their c olor ed people.Ó

As to advertising him, J ohn gave it as his opinion tha t the y would

be ashamed to do i t fr om the fac t tha t the y had alr eady render ed

themsel ves more notorious than the y had bar gained for, on account

of their cruelt y to wards their sla ves; they were wealth y, and cour ted

the good opinion o f socie ty. Besides they were members o f the

Presbyterian Chur ch, and John thoug ht tha t the y were very willing

that people should belie ve that the y were great sain ts. On the sc ore

of feeding and clothing J ohn gave them cr edi t, saying tha t Òthe

clothing w as good enoug h, the y lik ed to see the house ser vants

dressed;Ó he spoke too o f the e ating as being all rig ht, but adde d,

that Òvery often time w as not allo wed them to f inish their me als.Ó

Respecting w ork, John bor e wi tness tha t the y were very sharp.

With JohnÕs intellig ence, large observation, g ood memor y, and

excellent natur al abili ties, wi th the amoun t o f detail tha t he

possessed, nothing mor e would ha ve been needed for a thrilling

book than the fac ts and inciden ts of slave lif e, as he had been

conversant wi th i t under the J ohnsons in Mar yland.

As the other t wo companions o f John Wesley were advertised in

the Baltimor e Sun, we avail oursel ves of the lig ht thus publicl y

afforded:
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$2000 REWARD.ÑRan away fr om

the subscri ber, living on the Y ork Turnpik e, eight miles fr om

Baltimor e city, on Sunday, April 11th, my negr o man, JACOB,

aged 20 years: 5 feet 10 inches hig h; chestnut c olor; spar e

made; good f eatur es. I will g ive $50 reward if tak en in

Baltimor e city or c ounty, and $200 if tak en out o f the State

and secur ed in jail so tha t I get him again.

WM. J.B. PARLETT.

a13-3t*||

ÒJacob,Ó answering to the description in Mr . Wm. J.B. Parlet tÕs

advertisemen t, gave his views of the man who had ensla ved him. H is

statemen t is her e tr ansferr ed fr om the r ecord book: ÒMy master ,Ó

said Jacob, Òwas a farmer, a very rough man, har d to satisf y. I never

knew of but one man who c ould e ver ple ase him. He worked me very

hard; he wanted to be be ating me all the time. Ó This was a luxur y

which Jacob had no appe ti te f or, consequentl y he could not r esist

signif ying his un willingness to yield, althoug h resistance had to be

made at some personal risk, as his master had Ò no mor e regard for

a color ed man than he had f or a stone under his f eet.Ó With him

the f ollo wing e xpr ession was common: ÒThe nigg ers are not w or th

a dÑÑn.Ó Nor w as his wif e any bet ter , in JacobÕs opinion. ÒShe was a
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cross woman, and as much o f a boss as he was.Ó ÒShe would tak e a

club and wi th both hands w ould whack a way as long as you would

stand i t.Ó ÒShe was a large, homely woman; the y were common whi te

people, wi th no r eputa tion in the c ommuni ty.Ó Substan tiall y this w as

JacobÕs unvarnishe d description o f his master and mistr ess.

As to his age, and also the name o f his master , JacobÕs statemen t

varied somewhat fr om the ad vertisemen t. For instanc e, Jacob Taylor

was notic ed on the r ecord book as being t wenty-thr ee years of age,

and the name o f his master w as enter ed as ÒWilliam P olli t;Ó but as

Jacob had never been allowed to le arn to r ead, he mig ht have failed

in g iving a corr ect pr onuncia tion o f the name.

When asked what f irst pr ompte d him to se ek his fr eedom, he

replied, ÒOh my senses! I always had i t in m y mind to le ave, but I w as

ÔjubusÕ, (dubious?) of star ting. I didn Õt know the w ay to c ome. I w as

afraid of being o vertaken on the w ay.Ó He f led fr om near Baltimor e,

wher e he left br others and other r elativ es in chains.

$20 REWARD.ÑRan way at the same time

and in c ompany wi th the abo ve negro man, a brig ht mula t to

boy named THOMAS SKINNER, about 18 years old, 5 f eet 8

inches hig h and toler able stout made; he onl y has a term o f

years to ser ve. I will pa y $20 r eward if deliv ered to me or

lodged in jail so I c an get him again.

GEO. H. CARMAN,

Towsontown, Baltimor e county, Md.

a13-3t*||.

About the same time tha t this ad vertisemen t c ame to hand a c ertain
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young aspir ant f or Canada w as enter ed on the Under ground Rail

Road Book thus: ÒTHOMAS EDWARD SKINNER, a bright mula t to,

age eighteen years, well f orme d, good-looking, and wide a wake;

says, that he f led fr om one G.H. Carman, Esq., head Clerk of the

County Cour t.Ó He bore volun tar y testimon y to Carman in the

follo wing w ords: ÒHe was a very good man; he f ed and clothe d well

and gave some mone y too oc casionally.Ó Yet Thomas had no ide a of

remaining in Sla very under an y cir cumstanc es. He hated everything

like Slavery, and as young as he w as, he had already made f ive

at tempts to esc ape. On this oc casion, wi th older and wiser he ads,

he succeeded.
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Arrival from New Market,
1858

ELIJAH SHAW.

This Òarticle Ó repor ted himself as ha ving been depriv ed of his li ber ty

by Dr. Ephr aim Bell, o f Baltimor e County, Maryland. He had no fault

to f ind wi th the doc tor , however; on the c ontr ary, he spoke of him

as a Òvery clever and nic e man, as much so as anybody need to liv e

wi th;Ó but of his wif e he could not spe ak so favorably; inde ed, he

descri bed her as a most t yrannic al woman. Said Elijah, Òshe would

make a practic e of r apping the br oomstick ar ound the he ads of

either men, w omen, or childr en when she g ot r aised, which w as

pret ty often. But she ne ver r apped me, for I w ouldn Õt stand it; I

shouldn Õt fared any bet ter than the r est if I hadn Õt been resolute.

I declared over and o ver again to her tha t I w ould sc ald her wi th

the te a ket tle if she e ver took the br oomstick to me, and I me ant

it. She took g ood care to k eep the br oomstick fr om about m y head.

She was as mischievous and sting y as she could liv e; wouldn Õt give

enough to e at or w ear.Ó These facts and man y mor e were elici ted

fr om Elijah, when in a c alm state o f mind and when f eeling much

elated wi th the ide a that his ef for ts in c asting o ff the y oke were

met wi th fa vor b y the Commi t tee, and that the ac commoda tions

and privileg es on the r oad were so much gr eater than he had e ver

dreamed of. Such luck on the r oad was indeed a mat ter o f wonder

and delig ht to passeng ers generally. They were delig hted to f ind

that the Commi t tee received them and f orwarded them on Òwithout

money and wi thout pric e.Ó Elijah was capable of r ealizing the w or th

of such friendship. H e was a young man t wenty-thr ee years of

age, spare made, yellow comple xion, o f quick motion and de cidedly
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collected in his be aring. I n shor t, he w as a man well adapte d to mak e

a good Bri tish subje ct.
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Arrival from Virginia, 1858

MARY FRANCES MELVIN, ELIZA
HENDERSON, AND NANCY GRANTHAM.

Mar y Frances hailed fr om Norf olk; she had be en in ser vitude under

Mrs. Chapman, a wido w lady, against whom she had no c omplain t to

make; indeed, she testif ied tha t her mistr ess was very kind, althoug h

full y allied to sla very. She said that she lef t, not on ac count o f

bad tr eatmen t, but simpl y because she wanted her fr eedom. Her

calling as a slave had been tha t o f a dr ess-maker and house ser vant.

Mar y Frances was about t wenty-thr ee years of age, of mix ed blood,

refined in her manners and some what cultiv ated.

Eliza Henderson, who happene d at the sta tion a t the same time tha t

Frances was on hand, escaped fr om Richmond. She w as twenty-

eight years of age, medium siz e, qui te dar k color , and of pleasant

countenanc e. Eliza alleged tha t one W illiam W averton had be en

wr onging her b y keeping her do wn-tr odden and wi thholding her

hir e. Also, that this same W averton had, on a la te oc casion, br ought

his heavy f ist violen tl y against her Òjaws,Ó which visitation, ho wever

ÒkindlyÓ intende d by her chiv alrous master , produced such an

unfavorable impr ession on the mind o f Eliza tha t she at onc e

determine d not to yield submission to him a da y long er than she

could f ind an Under ground Rail Road conduc tor who w ould tak e her

Nor th.

The blo w tha t she had thus r eceived made her almost fr antic; she

had however thoug ht seriousl y on the question o f her rig hts before

this outr age.

In Waverton Õs household Eliza had be come a f ixtur e as it w ere,

especiall y wi th r egard to his childr en; she had won their af fections

comple tel y, and she was under the impr ession tha t in some
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instanc es their inf luenc e had saved her fr om severe punishmen t;

and for them she manif ested kindl y feelings. In speaking o f her

mistr ess she said that she w as Òonly toler able.Ó

It w ould be useless to a t tempt a description o f the gr eat

satisfac tion and delig ht evinc ed by Eliza on r eaching the Commi t tee

in Philadelphia.

Nancy Grantham also f led fr om near Richmond, and w as

for tuna te in tha t she escaped fr om the prison-house a t the ag e of

nine teen. She possessed a countenanc e peculiar ly mild, and w as

good-looking and in ter esting, and althoug h eviden tl y a slave her

father belong ed stric tl y to the whi te man Õs party, for she w as full y

half whi te. She was moved to esc ape simpl y to shun her masterÕs

evil designs; his brutal purposes w ere only frustr ated by the utmost

resolution. This chiv alric g entleman w as a husband, the fa ther o f

nine childr en, and the o wner o f thr ee hundr ed slaves. He belonged

to a famil y bearing the name o f Christian, and w as said to be an

M.D. ÒHe was an old man, but v ery cruel to all his sla ves.Ó It w as said

that N ancyÕs sister w as the object o f his lust, but she r esisted, and

the r esult w as that she w as sold to N ew Or leans. The auction-block

was not the only punishmen t she w as called upon to endur e for her

f ideli ty to her w omanhood, f or r esistance to her master , but bef ore

being sold she w as cruell y scour ged.

NancyÕs sorr ows f irst c ommenc ed in Alabama. Five years pr evious

to her esc ape she was brought fr om a cot ton plan tation in Alabama,

wher e she had been accustome d to toil in the c ot ton-f ield. I n

comparing and c ontr asting the usag es of slave-holders in the t wo

States in which she had ser ved, she said she had Òseen mor e

f logging under old Christian Ó than she had been accustome d to see

in Alabama; yet she conclude d, tha t she could har dly tell which S tate

was the worst; her cup had be en full and v ery bi t ter in both S tates.

Nancy said, Òthe very day before I escaped, I w as requir ed to g o to

his (her masterÕs) bed-chamber to k eep the f lies off of him as he la y

sick, or pr etende d to be so. N ot wi thstanding, in talking wi th me, he

said tha t he w as coming to m y palle t tha t nig ht, and wi th an oa th he

declared if I made a noise he w ould cut m y thr oat. I told him I w ould
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not be ther e. According ly he did g o to m y room, but I had g one

for shelter to another r oom. At this his wr ath w axed terri ble. Next

morning I w as called to ac count f or get ting out o f his w ay, and I w as

beaten awfull y.Ó This outrage moved Nancy to a de ath-strugg le for

her fr eedom, and she succeeded by dr essing herself in male a t tir e.

After her harr owing stor y was told wi th so much e arnestness and

intellig ence, she was asked as to the tr eatmen t she had r eceived at

the hand o f Mrs. Christian (her mistr ess). In r elation to her , Nancy

said, ÒMrs. Christian was afraid of him ( master ); if i t hadn Õt been for

that I think she w ould ha ve been clever; but I w as often thr eatened

by her , and once she under took to be at me, but I c ould not stand i t.

I had to r esist, and she got the w orst o f i t tha t time. Ó

All tha t may now be added, is, tha t the number o f young slave

gir ls shamefull y exposed to the base lusts o f their masters, as N ancy

wasÑtrul y was legion. N ancy was but one o f the number who

resisted inf luenc es apparentl y overpo wering. All honor is due her

name and memor y!

She was brought away secreted on a boat, but the r ecord is silen t

as to which one o f the t wo or thr ee Under ground Rail Road captains

(who at tha t time oc casionally br ought passengers), helped her to

escape. It w as hard to be def ini te concerning minor ma t ters while

absorbed in the painful r ef lections tha t her tale o f suf fering had

natur ally awakened. If one had arisen fr om the de ad the horr ors of

Slavery could sc arcely have been mor e vividl y pic tur ed! But in the

multi tude o f tr avelers coming under the notic e of the Commi t tee,

NancyÕs stor y was soon forgot ten, and ne w and mar vellous

narr ativ es were told o f others who had shar ed the same bi t ter cup,

who had esc aped fr om the same hell o f Slavery, who had pan ted for

the same fr eedom and w on the same priz e.
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Arrival from Richmond, 1858

ORLANDO J. HUNT.

When Or lando escaped fr om Richmond the Under ground Rail Road

business was not very brisk. A disaster on the r oad, resulting in

the c aptur e of one or t wo captains, tende d to damp the ar dor o f

some who w anted to c ome, as well as that o f sympathiz ers. The

road was not idle, ho wever. OrlandoÕs coming w as hailed wi th gr eat

satisfac tion. H e was twenty-nine y ears of age, full black, possessed

consider able in tellig ence, and was fluent in spe ech; full y qualif ied

to g ive clear statemen ts as to the c ondi tion o f Slavery in Richmond,

etc. W hile the Commi t tee listene d to his narr ations wi th much

inter est, the y onl y took note o f how he had far ed, and the char acter

of the master he w as compelle d to ser ve. On these poin ts the

substanc e of his narr ations ma y be found anne xed:

ÒI was owned by High Holser, a hide sor ter , a man said to be rich, a

good Catholic, thoug h very disagr eeable; he was not cruel, but w as

very driving and abusiv e in his languag e towards color ed people. I

have been held in bondag e about eig hteen years by Holser, but ha ve

failed, so far, to f ind an y good tr aits in his char acter . I pur chased

my mother f or one hundr ed dollars, when she w as old and past

labor , too old to e arn her hir e and f ind herself; but she w as taken

away by death, bef ore I had f inishe d paying f or her; t wenty-f ive

dollars onl y remained to be paid to f inish the agr eement. Owing to

her une xpected death, I g ot rid o f tha t much, which w as of some

consequence, as I was a slave myself, and had har d work to r aise the

money to pur chase her.Ó

Thus, f inding the usag es of Slavery so cruel and outlandish, he

resolved to le ave Òold Vir ginn yÓ and Òtook out,Ó via the Underground

Rail Road. He appeared to be o f a relig ious turn o f mind and f elt tha t

he had Òa call to pr each.Ó
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After his arriv al in Canada, the f ollo wing le t ter w as received fr om

him:

ST. CATHARINES, C.W., May 6th, 1858.

MY DEAR FRIEND:ÑWM. STILL:Ñ Mr . Orlando J. Hunt, who

has just arriv ed her e fr om Richmond, V a., desires me to

address to you a line in his behalf. Mr . Hunt is expecting

his clothing to c ome fr om Richmond to y our c are, and if

you have received them, he desir es you to f orward them

imme diatel y to St. Catharines, in m y care, in the saf est and

most e xpedi tious w ay in y our po wer. Mr. Hunt is much

pleased wi th this land o f fr eedom, and I hope he ma y do w ell

for himself and much g ood to others. H e preached her e in

the Baptist chur ch, last evening.

He sends his kind r egards and sinc ere thanks to y ou and

your famil y, and such friends as ha ve favored him on his w ay.

Very respectfull y yours,

HIRAM WILSON, for ORLANDO HUNT.
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Arrival from Norfolk, VA.,
1858

WILLIAM MA CKEY.

William made no c omplain t against his master o f a serious na tur e

touching himself. T rue, he said his Òmaster w as a frolick er, and fond

of drink, Ó but he was not par ticular ly unkind to him. H is name w as

Tunis; he w as a mili tar y man, and y oung; consequentl y William had

not be en in his hands long. Prior to his being o wned by the y oung

master , he had liv ed wi th old mistr ess Tunis. Conc erning her the

follo wing is one o f William Õs statemen ts:

ÒMy sister about the f irst o f this mon th, thr ee weeks after her

conf inemen t, had w ord sent to her b y her mistr ess, Mrs. Tunis, tha t

she thoug ht i t w as time f or her to c ome out and g o to w ork, as she

had been laying b y long enoug h.Ó In r eply to this messag e, William

said tha t Òhis sister sent w ord to her mistr ess, that she w as not w ell

enough, and begged tha t her mistr ess would ple ase send her some

tea and sugar, until she g ot w ell enoug h to g o to w ork. The mistr essÕ

answer w as to the ef fect tha t she did not in tend to g ive her anything

until she w ent to w ork, and at the same time she sen t w ord to her ,

that she had be t ter tak e her baby down to the back o f the gar den

and thr ow i t away, adding ÔI will sell her, etc.'Ó

It w as owing to the cruelt y of Mrs. T unis tha t W illiam w as moved

to f lee. According to his sta temen t, which look ed reasonable and

appeared truthful, he had be en wille d fr ee by his master , who die d

at the time tha t the plague w as raging in N orf olk. At the same time

his mistr ess also had the f ever, and was dreadfull y frig htened, but

recovered. Not long af ter this e vent i t w as William Õs belief tha t the

will w as made away wi th thr ough the agency of a lawyer, and in

consequence ther eof the slaves were retaine d in bondag e.
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Arrival from Near Baltimore,
1858

HENRY TUCKER.

Henr y f led fr om Baltimor e county; disagreement between him and

his so-c alled master w as the cause of his f light. Elias Sneveley, a

farmer , known on the Ar abella Creek Place as a Òhard swearer,Ó an

Òold bachelor ,Ó and a common tormen tor o f all ar ound him, w as the

name of the man tha t H arr y said he f led fr om. Not willing to be run

over at the ple asure of Sneveley, on t wo occasions just bef ore his

escape serious enc ounters had arisen be tween master and sla ve.

Henr y being spiri ted and hung ering f or fr eedom, while his master

was old and har dened in his habi ts, very grave results had w ell

nigh happene d; it w as eviden t, ther efore, in Harr yÕs opinion tha t the

sooner he took his depar tur e for Canada the be t ter . His fatherÕs

example w as ever pr esent to enc our age him, f or he had esc aped

when H enr y was a lit tle bo y; (his name w as Benjamin Tucker). A still

greater inc entiv e, however, moved him, which w as that his mother

had been sold South f ive years prior to his esc ape, since which time

he had heard of her but onc e, and that vaguely.

Althoug h education w as denied him, H enr y had too much na tur al

abili ty to c onten t himself under the he el of Slavery. He saw and

understood the e xten t o f the wr ongs under which he suf fered, and

resolved not to abide in such a c ondi tion, if, b y strugg ling and

perseverance, he could avoid i t. In his r esolute at tempt he

succeeded wi thout an y very severe suffering. H e was not lar ge,

rather belo w the or dinar y size, of a brown c olor , and very plucky .
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Arrival from Virginia, 1858

PETER NELSON. (RESEMBLED AN
IRISHMAN.)

The coming o f this str ange-looking individual c aused much

surprise, r epresenting, as he did, if not a full-bloode d Irishman,

a man of I rish desc ent. He was suff icien tl y fair to pass f or whi te

anywher e, wi th his ha t onÑ wi th i t o ff, his hair w ould ha ve betr ayed

him; i t w as light, but qui te w ooll y. Nor w as he likely to be c alled

handsome; he w as inter esting, ne vertheless. I t w as eviden t, tha t the

Òwhite man Õs partyÓ had damaged him seriousl y. He represented tha t

he had been in the bonds o f one James Ford, of Staf ford county,

Vir ginia, and tha t this ÒFord was a right toug h old f ellow, who o wned

about t wo dozen head.Ó ÒHow does he tr eat them ?Ó he was asked.

ÒHe donÕt treat them w ell no w ay,Ó replied the passenger. ÒWhy did

you leave?Ó was the next question. ÒBecause of his f ighting, knocking

and carr ying on so,Ó was the pr ompt answ er. The Commi t tee full y

inter viewed him, and per ceived tha t he had r eally worn the f et ters

of Slavery, and tha t he w as justif ied in br eaking his bonds and f leeing

for r efuge to Canada, and w as enti tle d to aid and sympa th y. Peter

was about t wenty-f our y ears of age. He left nine br others and

sisters in bondag e.
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Arrival from Washington,
1858

MARY JONES AND SUSAN BELL.

These Òweaker vesselsÓ came fr om the se at o f governmen t. Mar y

confessed tha t she had be en held to ser vice as the pr oper ty of

Mrs. H enr y Harding, who r esided at Rockville, some miles out o f

Washington. Both Mr . and Mrs H arding she c onsider ed Òbad

enough,Ó but added, Òif it had not be en for the y oung set I c ould

get along wi th them; the y canÕt be pleased.Ó Yet Mar y had not far ed

half so har d under the H ardings as many slaves had under their

claiman ts. Intelle ctuall y, she was quite above the average; she was

tall, and her appe arance was such as to awaken sympath y. Through

the permission o f her claiman t she had be en in the habi t o f hiring

her time f or thr ee dollars per mon th and f ind herself; she w as also

allowed to liv e in Washington. Such privileg es, with w ages at so lo w

a rate, were thoug ht to be e xtr a, and could onl y be obtaine d in

exceptional c ases.

ÒIn nine y ears,Ó said Mary, ÒI have not e ven as much as r eceived an

apron fr om them,Ó (her owners ). The meanness of the system under

which she had be en requir ed to liv e, hour ly appeared clearer and

clearer to her , as she was brought in to c ontact wi th sympa thizing

spiri ts such as she had never kno wn bef ore.

Susan, who w as in Mar yÕs charge, was an invalid child o f four y ears

of age, who ne ver w alked, and whose mother had esc aped to Canada

about thr ee years before under cir cumstanc es which oblig ed her to

leave this child, then onl y a year old.

Susan had been a great suf ferer, and so had her mother , who had

been a long time anxiousl y looking and pr aying f or her c oming, as

she had lef t her in char ge of friends who w ere to tak e care of her
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until the w ay mig ht open f or her saf e delivery to her mother . Many

let ters, f it ted to awaken very deep feelings came fr om the mother

about this child. I t w as a satisfac tion to the Commi t tee to f eel tha t

they could be the me dium in aiding in the r eunion o f mother and

child.
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Arrival from Virginia, 1858

WILLIAM CARPENTER.

Escaped fr om the Father o f the Fugitiv e Slave LawÑSenator Mason.

It w as highly pleasing to ha ve a visit fr om a Òchat telÓ belonging

to the le ading advocate of the infamous F ugitiv e Slave Bill. H e was

hurrie dly in ter viewed for the sak e of r eliable inf orma tion.

That W illiam possessed a fair kno wledge of slave lif e under the

Senator ther e was no room to doubt, althoug h inciden ts of extr eme

cruelt y mig ht not ha ve been so common on Mason Õs place as on

some others. W hile the v erbal in ter change of views was quite full,

the hour f or the star ting o f the Under ground Rail Road tr ain arriv ed

too soon to admi t o f a full r epor t f or the r ecord book. From the

orig inal r ecord, however, the f ollo wing sta temen t is tak en as made

by William, and belie ved to be stric tl y true. W e give it as it stands on

the old Under ground Rail Road book: ÒI belonged to Senator Mason.

The Senator w as down on c olor ed people. He owned about eig hty

headÑwas very rich and a big man, rich enoug h to lose all o f them.

He kept terri ble overseers; the y would be at you wi th a stick the

same as a dog. The overseers were poor whi te tr ash; he would g ive

them about sixt y dollars a y ear.Ó

The Fugitiv e Slave Law and i ts Father ar e both number ed wi th the

ÒLost Cause,Ó and the ÒYear of Jubilee has come.Ó
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Arrival from the Old
Dominion

NINE VERY FINE ÒARTICLES.Ó LEW JONES,
OSCAR PAYNE, MOSE WOOD, DAVE DIGGS,
JACK, HEN, AND BILL DADE, AND JOE
BALL.

The coming o f this in ter esting par ty was as gratif ying, as their

depar tur e must ha ve been disagr eeable to those who had be en

enjoying the frui ts of their unpaid labor . Stockholders o f the

Under ground Rail Road, conduc tors, e tc., about this time w ere well

pleased wi th the w onderful suc cess of the r oad, especiall y as

business was daily incr easing.

Upon inquir y of these passengers individuall y, the f ollo wing

results w ere obtaine d:

Lewis w as about f if ty-t wo years of age, a man of superior sta tur e,

six feet hig h, wi th pr ominen t f eatur es, and about one thir d of Anglo-

Saxon blood in his v eins. The appar ent solidi ty of the man both wi th

respect to bod y and mind w as calculated to inspir e the ide a that he

would be a f irst-r ate man to manag e a farm in Canada.

Of his bondag e and escape the f ollo wing sta temen t w as obtained

fr om him: ÒI was owned by a man named Thomas Sydan, a Catholic,

and a farmer . He was not a very hard man, but w as very much

opposed to black f olks having their li ber ty. He owned six young

slaves not gr own up. I t w as owing to S ydanÕs motherÕs estate tha t

I came into his hands; bef ore her de ath I had hope d to be fr ee for

a long time as soon as she die d. My old mistr essÕ name was Nancy

Sydan; she was lame for t wenty years, and couldn Õt walk a step

wi thout crutches, and I w as her main suppor t. I w as foreman on
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the farm; some times no bod y but me w ould w ork, and I w as looked

up to f or suppor t. A good deal of the time I w ould ha ve to at tend

to her . If she was going to ride, I w ould ha ve to pick her up in m y

arms and put her in the c arriag e, and many times I w ould ha ve to

lif t her in her sick r oom. No body couldn Õt wait upon her but me.

She had a husband, and he had a master , and tha t w as rum; he dr ank

very hard, he kille d himself drinking. H e was poor suppor t. W hen

he died, f if teen years ago, he lef t thr ee sons, Thomas, James, and

Stephen, the y were all tog ether then, only common liv ers. After his

death about six y ears mistr ess died. I felt sur e then I w ould be fr ee,

but w as very badly disappoin ted. I went to m y young masters and

asked them about m y fr eedom; the y laughed at me and said, no

such thoug ht had en ter ed their he ads, that I w as to be fr ee. The

neighbors said i t w as a shame that the y should k eep me out o f my

fr eedom, af ter I had be en the making o f the famil y, and had behaved

myself so fai thful. One g entleman ask ed master John wha t he w ould

take for me, and o ffered a thousand dollars; tha t w as thr ee months

before I ran away, and massa John said a thousand dollars w ouldn Õt

buy one leg. I hadn Õt anything to hope f or fr om them. I ser ved them

all my lif e, and the y didn Õt thank me for i t. A shor t time bef ore I come

away my aunt die d, all the kin I had, and the y wouldn Õt let me g o to

the funer al. They said Ôthe time couldn Õt be spared.'Ó This was the last

str aw on the c amelÕs back.

In LewisÕ grief and disappointmen t he de cided tha t he w ould run

away the f irst chanc e that he c ould g et, and seek a home in Canada.

He held counsel wi th others in whom he c ould c onf ide, and the y

fixed on a time to star t, and r esolved tha t the y would suf fer anything

else but Slavery. Lewis w as delighted tha t he had manag ed so

cunning ly to le ave master T om and mistr ess Margaret, and their

six childr en to w ork for their o wn living. H e had an idea that the y

would w ant Lew for man y things; the onl y regret he f elt w as that he

had served them so long, tha t the y had r eceived his substanc e and

str ength f or half a c entur y. For tuna tel y LewisÕ wife escaped thr ee

days in advance of him, in ac cordance wi th a mutual understanding.

They had no childr en. The suf fering on the r oad cost Lewis a li t tle

766 | The Under ground Railr oad



less than de ath, but the jo y of success came soon to chase a way the

effects of the pain and har dship which had be en endur ed.

Oscar, the next passenger, was advertised as follo ws:

$200 REWARD.ÑRan away fr om

the ser vice of the Rev. J.P. McGuir e, Episcopal H igh School,

Fairfax c ounty, Va., on Satur day, 10th inst, N egro Man, Oscar

Payne aged 30 years, 5 feet 4 inches in heig ht, squar e built,

mulat to c olor , thick, bush y sui t o f hair , round, full fac e, and

when spok en to has a ple asant manner Ñclothes not

recollected.

I will g ive $200 for his r ecovery if tak en out o f the State,

or $150 if taken in the S tate, and secur ed tha t I c an get him.

T.D. FENDALL.

jyl7-6t.

Such announc ements never frig htened the Under ground Rail Road

Commi t tee; indeed, the Commi t tee rather pr eferr ed seeing the

names of their passeng ers in the papers, as, in tha t case, they could

all the mor e cautiousl y pr ovide against M essrs. slave-hun ters. Oscar

was a Òprime, f irst-class ar ticle,Ó wor th $1800. The above description

of him is endorse d. His stor y ran thus:
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ÒI have served under Miss Mar y Dade, of AlexandriaÑ Miss Dade

was a very clever mistr ess, she hired me out. W hen I lef t I w as hired

at the schoolÑ High School o f Vir ginia. With me times had be en

very well. No privileg e was allowed me to stud y books. I c annot say

that I lef t f or any other c ause than to g et m y fr eedom, as I belie ve I

have been used as well as any slave in the Distric t. I lef t no r elativ es

but t wo cousins; m y t wo br others r an away, Brooks and L awr ence,

but wher e they went I c anÕt tell, but would be ple ased to kno w.

Thr ee brothers and one sister ha ve been sold South, c anÕt tell where

they are.Ó Such w as OscarÕs brief narr ativ e; that he w as truthful ther e

was no room to doubt.

The next passenger w as MOSES or ÒMose,Ó who looked as thoug h

he had been exceeding ly well-c ared for, being plump, fa t, and extr a-

smart. He declared tha t Gener al Brisc oe, of Georgetown, D.C., had

been defr auding him out o f thir teen dollars per mon th, this being

the amoun t f or which he w as hired, and, inste ad of being allo wed to

draw i t f or himself, the g eneral pock eted i t. For this Òkind tr eatmen tÓ

he summed up wha t seemed to be a true bill f or ten y ears against

the general. But he made another char ge of a still gr aver char acter:

he said tha t the g eneral pr ofessed to o wn him. B ut as he (M oses) was

thor oughly tir ed, and belie ved tha t Slavery was no mor e justif iable

than mur der, he made up his mind to le ave and join the union par ty

for Canada. He stated tha t the g eneral owned a large number o f

slaves, which he hir ed out principall y. Moses had no special fault to

f ind wi th his master , except such as have been allude d to, but as to

mistr ess Brisc oe, he said, tha t she w as pret ty rough. Moses left f our

sisters in bondag e.

David, the ne xt member o f this fr eedom-lo ving band, w as an

intellig ent man; his manners and mo vements were decidedly

prepossessing. He was about thir ty-seven years of age, dark, tall,

and r ather o f a slender sta tur e, possessing very large hopes. He

charged Dr . Josiah Harding o f Rockville, M ontgomer y county, wi th

having enslaved him c ontr ary to his wish or will.

As a slave, David had be en requir ed at one time to w ork on a farm,
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and at another time to driv e carriag e, of course, wi thout pa y. Again

he had been bound as a w aiter on the no pa y system, and again

he had been called in to the ki tchen to c ook, all f or the benef it o f

the Doc tor Ñthe hir e going in to the Dr .Õs pocket. This business D avid

proteste d against in se cret, but when on the Under ground Rail Road

his pr otesta tions w ere Òover and above board.Ó

Of the Doc tor , David said, tha t Òhe was clever, but a Catholic;Ó he

also said, that he thoug ht his wif e was Òtolerable clever,Ó although

he had never been placed under her wher e he would ha ve had an

oppor tuni ty of learning her bad tr aits if she had an y.

The Doc tor had g enerously bargained wi th D avid, tha t he c ould

have himself b y paying $1000; he had lik ewise f igur ed up ho w the

money mig ht be paid, and in tima ted what a nic e thing i t w ould

be for ÒDaveÓ to wake up some morning and f ind himself his o wn

man. This w as how i t w as to be accomplishe d: Dave was to pay

eighty-f ive dollars annuall y, and in about twelve years he would

have the thousand, and a li t tle o ver, all made up. On this principle

and suggestion D ave had been digg ing fai thfull y and har d, and wi th

the aid o f friends he had ne arly succeeded. Just when he w as within

sight o f the gr and priz e, and just as the last pa yment w as about to

be made, to D aveÕs ut ter surprise the Doc tor g ot very angr y one

day about some trif ling ma t ter ( all pr etension ) and in his pr etende d

rage he said ther e were too man y Òfree niggersÓ going about, and he

thoug ht tha t Dave would do be t ter as a slave, etc.

After tha t, all the sa tisfac tion tha t he w as able to get out o f the

Doctor , was simply to the ef fect, tha t he had hir ed him to Mr .

Morrison f or one hundr ed and f if ty dollars a y ear. After his Òlying

and cheatingÓ in this w ay, David r esolved tha t he w ould tak e his

chances on the Under ground Rail Road. Not a spar k of fai th did he

have in the Doc tor . For a time, ho wever, before the oppor tuni ty to

escape offered, he went to Mr . Morrison as a w aiter , wher e it w as

his pr ovinc e to w ait on six o f the Judg es of the Supr eme Cour t o f

the Uni ted States. In the me antime his par ty matur ed arr angements

for their trip, so D ave Òtook outÓ and left the Judg es without a
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waiter . The mor e he ref lected over the na tur e of the wr ongs he had

suffered under , the less he thoug ht o f the Doc tor .

Joe, who also c ame wi th this band, w as half Anglo-Saxon; an able-

bodied man, thir ty-f our y ears of age. He said, that ÒMiss Elizabeth

Gordon, a whi te w oman living in Ale xandria,Ó claimed him. H e did

not f ind much fa ult wi th her . She permi t ted him to hir e his time,

f ind his o wn clothing, e tc., by which r egulation Joe got along

smoothl y. Nevertheless he de clared, tha t he w as tir ed of wearing

the y oke, and felt c onstr ained to thr ow i t o ff as soon as possible.

Miss Gor don w as get ting old, and J oe notic ed tha t the y oung tri be

of nephe ws and nie ces was multipl ying in lar ge numbers. This he

regarded as a very bad sign; he ther efore, gave the ma t ter o f the

Under ground Rail Road his serious a t ten tion, and i t w as not long

ere he was full y persuade d tha t i t w ould be wisdom f or him to tarr y

no long er in the prison-house. J oe had a wif e and four childr en,

which w ere as heavy weights to hold him in V ir ginia, but the spiri t

of li ber ty pr evailed. Joe, also, left t wo sisters, one fr ee, the other a

slave. His wif e belonged to the wido w I rwin. She had assur ed her

slaves, that she had Òprovided for them in her will, Ó and that at her

death all w ould be fr eed. They were daily living on the fai th thus

created, and obviousl y thoug ht the sooner the Lor d relieved the old

mistr ess of her e arthl y tr oubles the be t ter .

Althoug h Joe lef t his wif e and childr en, he did not f orget them,

but had str ong fai th the y would be r euni ted. After g oing to Canada,

he addr essed several let ters to the Se cretar y of the Commi t tee

concerning his famil y, and as will be se en by the f ollo wing, he look ed

wi th ar dent hopes f or their arriv al:

TORONTO, Nov. 7th, 1857.

DEAR MR. STILL:ÑAs I must again send y ou a let ter f ealing

myself oblidg e to y ou for all y ou have done and y our

kindness. Dear Sir m y wif e will be on to P hiladelphia on the

8th 7th, and I w ould y ou to look out f or her and g et her an

tick et and send her to me T oronto. H er name ar e May Ball

wi th f ive childr en. Please send her as soon as you can.
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Yours very trul y,

JOSEPH BALL.

Will y ou please to telegr ape to me, No. 31 Dummer st.

Jake, another member o f the c ompany of nine, w as twenty-t wo

years of age, of dar k hue, r ound-made, k een eyes, and apparentl y

a man of superior in tellig ence. Unfor tuna tel y his lot had be en of

such a natur e that no helping oppor tuni ty had been afforded for the

cultiv ation o f his mind.

He condemne d in v ery str ong terms a man b y the name o f

Benjamin B. Chambers, who liv ed near Elkton, but did not ther e

requir e the ser vices of Jake, hiring Jake out just as he w ould ha ve

hir ed a horse, and lik ewise keeping his pa y. Jake thoug ht tha t if

justic e could ha ve been awarded him, Chambers w ould ei ther ha ve

had to r estor e that o f which he had wr onged him, or e xpiate the

wr ong in prison.

Jake, however, stood mor e in awe of a young master , who w as

soon lik ely to c ome in to po wer, than he did o f the old master . This

son had alr eady given Jake to understand tha t onc e in his hands i t

Òwouldn Õt be long before he would ha ve him jing ling in his pock et,Ó

signif ying, tha t he w ould sell him as soon as his fa ther w as gone.

The manner o f the son stirr ed JakeÕs very blood to boiling he at i t

seemed. His suffering, and the suf fering o f his f ellow-bondsmen had

never bef ore appeared so hard. The ide a that he must w ork, and be

sold at the ple asure of another , made him de cide to Òpull up stak es,Ó

and seek refuge elsewher e. Such a spiri t as he possessed could not

rest in ser vitude.

Mar y Ann, the wif e of Jake, who accompanie d him, w as a pleasant-

looking bride. She said tha t she w as owned by ÒElias Rhoads, a

farmer , and a pret ty fair kind o f a man.Ó She had been tr eated very

well.

John and H enr y Dade, ages twenty and t wenty-f ive years, were fr om

Washington. The y belong ed to the class o f well-c ared for slaves; at

least the y said tha t their mistr ess had not de alt severely wi th them,
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and the y never w ould ha ve consented to pass thr ough the severe

sufferings enc ounter ed on their journe y, but f or the str ong desir e

they had to be fr ee. From Canada John wr ote back as follo ws:

ST. CATHARINES, Canada.

MR. STILL, SIR:ÑI ar riv d on Frida y evenen bot I had ri te

smart tr oble f or m y mon y gave out a t the bridg e and I had to

fot e t to S t. Catherin tho I w ent ri te to w orke at the willar d

house for 8 dolor mon th bar gend for to stae all the w entor

bot I ha vent eny clouse nor mone y please send my tr onke

if et has come. Der ate et to S t. Catharines to the willar d

house to John D ade and if e t ant come plic e ri te f or et soon

as posable deract your le t ter to R osenen Dade Washington

send your der action ple ase tend to this ri te a way for I haf

made a good star t I think tha t I c an gate a long e en this plase.

If my br other as well send him on f or I haf a plase f or him

ef he ant w ell ple ase donÕt send him for this as no plase f or

a sik possan. The way I got this plase I w ent to se e a fran of

myen fr om Washington. D an al well and he gave me werke.

Pleas ancer this as soon as y ou gat et you must e xcues this

bad ri ting f or m y chance wars bot small to line this mouch,

JOHN H. DADE.

If yon haf to send f or m y tr onke to Washington send the

name of John T rowhar te. Sir ple ase rite as soon as you gat

this f or et as enpor ten.

JOHN H. DADE.
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Arrival from Delaware, 1858

GEORGE LAWS AND COMRADEÑTIED
AND HOISTED WITH BLOCK AND TACKLE,
TO BE COWHIDED.

George represented the or dinar y young slave men of Delaware. He

was of unmix ed blood, me dium siz e and of humble appe arance. He

was desti tute o f the kno wledge of spelling, to sa y nothing o f r eading.

Slavery had stampe d him unmistakabl y for lif e. To be scantil y fed

and clothe d, and compelle d to w ork wi thout hir e, George did not

admir e, but had to submi t wi thout murmuring; inde ed, he knew tha t

his so-c alled master , whose name w as Denny, would not be lik ely

to he ar complain ts fr om a slave; he ther efore dragged his chain and

yielde d to his dail y task.

One day, while ha uling dir t wi th a fr actious horse, the animal

manif ested an unwillingness to perf orm his dut y satisfac toril y. At
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this pr ocedur e the master char ged George wi th pr ovoking the be ast

to do wick edly, and in a r age he collar ed George and bade him

accompany him Òup stairsÓ (of the soap house ). Not daring to r esist,

George went along wi th him. R opes being tie d around both his

wrists, the block and tackle w ere fastened ther eto, and George soon

found himself hoiste d on tip-toe wi th his f eet almost cle ar of the

f loor .

The Òkind-hearted masterÓ then tor e all the poor f ellowÕs old shir t

off his back, and addr essed him thus: ÒYou son o f a bÑÑh, I will g ive

you pouting ar ound me; sta y ther e till I g o up to wn f or m y cowhide.Ó

George begged pi teously, but in v ain. The fr acas caused some

exci temen t, and i t so happene d tha t a show w as to be exhi bi ted

that day in the to wn, which, as is usual in the c ountr y, brought a

great man y people fr om a distanc e; so, to his surprise, when the

master r eturne d wi th his c owhide, he f ound tha t a lar ge number

of curiosi ty-seekers had been at tr acted to the soap house to se e

Mr . Denny perf orm wi th his c owhide on Ge orgeÕs back, as he was

str etche d up b y his hands. Man y had eviden tl y made up their minds

that i t w ould be mor e amusing to se e the c owhiding than the cir cus.

The spectators number ed about thr ee hundr ed. This w as a larger

number than Mr . Denny had been accustome d to perf orm bef ore,

consequentl y he was seized wi th embarr assment; looking c onfused

he lef t the soap house and w ent to his o ff ice, to await the dispersion

of the cr owd.

The thr ong f inall y retir ed, and lef t George hanging in mor tal

agony. Human natur e here made a death-strugg le; the c ords which

bound his wrists w ere unloosed, and George was then pr epared

to strik e for fr eedom at the mouth o f the c annon or poin t o f the

bayonet. How Denn y regarded the ma t ter when he f ound tha t

George had not onl y cheated him out o f the an ticipa ted delig ht o f

cowhiding him, but had also che ated him out o f himself is lef t f or

the imag ination to pic tur e.

George f led fr om Kent; he w as accompanie d by a comr ade whose

name inad verten tl y was not r ecorded; he, however, was described

as a dark, round, and full-fac ed, stout-built man, wi th bo w legs, and
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bor e the appe arance of having been used hard and kept do wn, and

in ignor ance, &c. Hard usage constr ained him to f lee fr om his sor e

oppr ession.
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Arrival from Delaware, 1858

JOHN WEEMS, ALIAS JACK HERRING.

Althoug h Jack was but t wenty-thr ee years of age, he had taste d the

bi t ter cup o f Slavery pr et ty thor oughly under K endall B. Herring,

who w as a member o f the M ethodist Chur ch, and in JackÕs opinion a

Òmer e pretender , and a man of a very bad disposi tion.Ó Jack thoug ht

that he had w orked full long enoug h for this H erring f or nothing.

When a boy t welve years of age, his mother w as sold South; fr om

that day, until the hour tha t he f led he had not he ard a word fr om

her. In making up his mind to le ave Slavery, the outr age inf lic ted

upon his mother onl y tende d to incr ease his resolution.

In speaking o f his mistr ess, he said that Òshe was a right f ine

woman.Ó Not wi thstanding all his suf ferings in the K endall famil y, he

seemed willing to do justic e to his master and mistr ess individuall y.

He left one sister fr ee and one br other in the hands o f Herring. Jack

was described as a man of dar k color , stout, and w ell-made.
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Arrival from Maryland, 1858

RUTH HARPER, GEORGE ROBINSON,
PRISCILLA GARDENER, AND JOSHUA
JOHN ANDERSON.

RuthieÕs course in se eking her fr eedom lef t John M cPherson a

woman less to w ork for him, and to whip, sell, or degr ade at his

pleasure. It is due to c andor , however, to say tha t she admi t ted tha t

she had not be en used very roughly by Mr . McPherson. Ruth w as

rather a nic e-looking y oung w oman, tall, and poli te in her manners.

She came fr om Frederick, Mar yland.

George Robinson sta ted tha t he c ame fr om a place about one and

a half miles fr om the Chesape ake Bay, one mile fr om Old to wn,

and f ive miles fr om Elkton, and w as owned by Samuel Smi th, a

farmer , who w as Òpret ty cr oss and an ill man.Ó GeorgeÕs excuse for

wi thdr awing his v aluable services from Mr . Smi th at the time tha t

he did, w as at tri butable to the fac t, tha t he en ter taine d fears tha t

they were about to sell him. H aving c autiousness lar gely developed

he determine d to r each Canada and keep out o f danger. George was

only t wenty-one, passable-looking in appe arance, and of a brown

color , and when speaking, stammer ed consider ably.

Priscilla Gar dener f led fr om the wido w Hilliar d. Her master

depar ted to his long home not a gr eat while bef ore she left. Priscilla

was a young w oman of about thir ty years of age, ordinar y size, and

of a ginger-br ead color; modest in deme anor. She first c ommenc ed

her bondag e in Richmond, under the la te Benjamin H illiar d, of whom

she said tha t he w as Òa very bad man, who c ould ne ver be ple ased

by a servant,Ó and was constan tl y addic ted to f ighting not onl y wi th

others, but also wi th herself. So cruell y had Priscilla be en tr eated,
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that when he die d she did not hesi tate to sa y tha t she w as glad. Soon

after this e vent, sick o f Slavery and un willing to ser ve the wido w any

longer, she determine d to escape, and succeeded.

Joshua John Anderson f led fr om a farmer who w as said to be a poor

man, by the name o f Skelton Pric e, residing in Baltimor e county,

near a li t tle villag e called Alexandria, on the H arford county turn-

pike road. Price, not able to o wn a farm and sla ves too, r ented one,

and was tr ying to Òget up in the w or ld.Ó Price had a wif e and famil y,

but in the w ay of tr eatmen t, Joshua did not sa y anything v ery hard

against him. As his e xcuse for le aving them, he said, c ooll y, that he

had made up his mind tha t he c ould g et along be t ter in fr eedom

than he c ould in Sla very, and tha t no man had a rig ht to his labor

wi thout pa ying him f or i t. He left his mother and also thr ee brothers

and t wo sisters o wned by Pric e. Joshua was about t wenty-t wo years

of age, of a coarse make, and a dark hue; he had e viden tl y held but

li t tle in ter course wi th an y class, save such as he found in the c orn-

f ield and barn-yar d.
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Arrival from North Carolina
and Delaware

ÒDICK BEESLYÓ,MURRAY YOUNG AND
CHARLES ANDREW BOLDEN.

Physically, Dick w as hardly up to the or dinar y statur e of slaves, but

mentall y he had the ad vantage of the masses; he w as too sharp to be

kept in Sla very. His hue w as perfect, no sign o f whi te about him, if

that w ere any advantage.

From DickÕs stor y, it appeared tha t he had seen hard times in

Nor th Car olina, under a man he designa ted by the name o f Richar d

Smallwood. He was a farmer, living ne ar Wheldon. One o f the fa ults

that he f ound wi th Smallwood w as, that he w as a Òtough, drinking

manÓÑhe also charged him wi th holding Òt wo hundr ed and sixt y

slaves in bonds,Ó the most of whom he c ame in possession o f

thr ough his wif e. ÒShe,Ó Dick thought Òwas pret ty fair .Ó He said that

no slave had any reason to look f or any other than har d times under

his master , according to wha t he had seen and kno wn sinc e he

had been in the Òinsti tution, Ó and he fancied tha t his chanc es for

observation had be en equally as good as the gr eat majori ty of slaves.

Young as he was, Dick had been sold thr ee times alr eady, and didn Õt

know ho w much o ftener he mig ht have to submi t to the same fa te

if he r emained; so, in or der to a void fur ther tr ouble, he applie d his

entir e skill to the gr and idea of making his w ay to Canada.

Manfull y did he wr estle wi th dif f icult y after dif f icult y, until he

f inall y happil y triumphe d and r eached Philadelphia in a g ood

condi tionÑtha t is, he w as not sick, but he w as without

moneyÑhomeÑe ducation or friends, e xcept as he f ound them

among str angers. He was hopeful, ne vertheless.
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Murr ay Young w as also of the unmix ed-blood class, and onl y

twenty-one y ears of age. The spiri t o f li ber ty in him w as pret ty

largely developed. He enter taine d naught against Dr . Lober, of

Newcastle, but r ather against the Doc torÕs wif e. He said that he

could g et along pr et ty well wi th the Doc tor , but, he c ould not g et

along wi th Mrs. Lober . But the v ery idea of Slavery was enough for

him. H e did not me an to w ork for any body for nothing.

Andr ew Bolden w as still y ounger than Char les Murr ay, being onl y

eighteen years of age, but he w as very well gr own, and on the

auction-block he w ould, doubtless, ha ve brought a lar ge pric e. He

f led fr om Newark. His stor y containe d nothing o f mar ked

impor tanc e.
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Arrival from Maryland

JOHN JANNEY, TALBOT JOHNSON, SAM
GROSS, PETER GROSS, JAMES HENRY
JACKSON, AND SAM SMITH.

$1.000 REWARD.ÑRan away fr om

the subscri ber, August 14th, two negr o men, viz:

BILL HUTTO N,

aged 48 or 50 y ears, dark br own, r ound fac e, 5 feet 7 or 8

inches hig h, rather stout, has a w addling w alk, and small bald

spot on the top o f his head.

TALBOT JOHNSON,

aged about 35, is black, spar e, and lean-visag ed, about 5

feet 10 inches hig h, has lost some o f his fr ont te eth, le ans

forward as he walks.

If tak en in a slave State I will g ive $200 each for their

recovery. For their r ecovery fr om a fr ee State I will g ive one-

half their v alue.
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B.D. BOND,

Por t Republic, M d.

Ran away at the same time and in c ompany, negro man

SAM GROSS,

aged about 33, is 5 f eet 8 or 9 inches hig h, black c olor ,

rather bad te eth. For his r ecovery, if tak en in a slave State, I

will g ive $200. For his r ecovery fr om a fr ee State, I will g ive

half his v alue.

GEO. IRELAND,

Por t Republic, M d.

Ran away at the same time and in c ompany, two negr o

men, viz:>

PETER GROSS,

aged 33, is lig ht-br own c olor , 5 feet 9 or 10 inches hig h,

has a small scar over his rig ht eyebrow, usually wears a

goatee, has a pleasant countenanc e.

JOHN JANNEY, aged 22, light-br own c olor , 5 feet 6 or

seven inches hig h, broad across the shoulders, has one o f his

fr ont upper te eth br oken, has a scar upon one o f his gr eat

toes fr om the cut o f an axe. For their r ecovery, if tak en in a

slave State, I will g ive $200 each. For their r ecovery fr om a

fr ee State I will g ive half their v alue.

JOS. GRIFFISS,

St. Leonards, Calvert county, Md.

Refer to N .E. BERRY, No. 63 Prat t str eet, Baltimor e.

So far as Messrs. Bond, Ireland, and Grif f iss may be concerned (if

they are still living), the y may not c are to have the r eward kept

in vie w, or to he ar anything about the Ò ungr atefulÓ fellows. It may

be dif ferent, ho wever, wi th other par ties c oncerned. This company,

some of whom bor e names agreeing wi th those in the abo ve

advertisemen t, are found descri bed in the r ecord book as follo ws:

Sept. 10th, 1858. John Janney is a f ine specimen o f the pe culiar

insti tution; c olor br own, w ell-f orme d, self-possessed and

intellig ent. He says that he f led fr om master Joseph Grif f iss of
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Culber t county, Maryland; tha t he has been used to Òtight w ork,Ó

Òallowed no chanc es,Ó and but Òhalf fed.Ó His reason for le aving w as

partl y Òhard tr eatmen t,Ó and partl y because he could Òget along

bet ter in fr eedom than in sla very.Ó He found fa ult wi th his master f or

not permi t ting him to Òle arn to r ead,Ó etc. H e referr ed to his master

as a man of Òfif ty years of age, wi th a wif e and thr ee childr en.Ó John

said tha t Òshe was a large, por tl y woman, wi th an e vil disposi tion,

always wanted to be quarr eling and f ighting, and w as stingy.Ó He

said, however, that his ÒmasterÕs childr en, Ann Rebecca, Dorcas, and

Joe were not allo wed to me ddle wi th the sla ves on the farm. Ó Thirty

head of slaves belonged on the plac e.

Peter Gr oss says that he too w as owned by Joseph Grif f iss. Peter is,

he thinks, thir ty-nine y ears of age,Ñtall, o f a dark chestnut c olor ,

and in in telle ct me diocr e. He left his wif e and f ive childr en behind.

He could not bring them wi th him, ther efore he did not tell them

that he w as about to le ave. He was much dissatisf ied wi th Slavery

and felt tha t he had be en badly dealt wi th, and tha t he c ould do

bet ter f or himself in Canada.

Talbot Johnson, is thir ty-f ive years of age, quite dar k, and

substantiall y built. H e says that he has been tr eated very badly, and

that Duk e Bond was the name o f the ÒtyrantÓ who held him. He

pic tur ed his master as Òa lean-fac ed manÑnot stoutÑo f thir ty-eig ht

or thir ty-nine y ears of age, a member o f the E piscopal Chur ch.Ó ÒHe

had a wif e and t wo childr en; his last wif e was right ple asantÑhe w as

a farmer , and was rich, had sold sla ves, and was severe when he

f logged.Ó Talbot had be en pr omised a terri ble beating on the r eturn

of his master fr om the Springs, whi ther he had g one to r ecrui t his

health, Òas he was poor ly.Ó This was the sole cause of TalbotÕs flight.

Sam Gross is about f or ty, a man of appar ent vig or ph ysically, and

wide awake mentall y. He confesses that he f led fr om George Island,

near Por t Republic, M d. He thoug ht tha t times wi th him had be en

bad enoug h all his lif e, and he would tr y to g et away wher e he could

do bet ter . In r eferring to his master and mistr ess, he says that Òthey
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are both E piscopalians, har d to ple ase, and had as bad disposi tions

as could be,Ñ would tr y to knock the sla ves in the he ad sometimes.Ó

This spiri t Sam condemne d in str ong terms, and a verr ed tha t i t

was on account o f such tr eatmen t tha t he w as moved to seek out

the Under ground Rail Road. Sam left his wif e, Mary Ann, and f our

childr en, all under bonds. H is childr en, he said, were tr eated

horri bly. They were owned by Joseph Grif f iss spoken of above.

James Henr y Jackson is seventeen years of age; he testif ies that he

f led fr om Frederic a, Delaware, wher e he had been owned by Joseph

Brown. Jim does not mak e any serious c omplain t against his master ,

except tha t he had him in the mar ket f or sale. To avert this fa te, Jim

was moved to f lee. His mother , Ann Jackson, liv ed nine miles fr om

Milf ord, and was owned by Jim Lof lin, and liv ed on his plac e. Of the

going o f her son she had no kno wledge.

These narr ativ es have been copied fr om the book as the y were

hastil y recorded at the time. During their sojourn a t the sta tion,

the subjoine d let ter c ame to hand fr om Thomas Garr et t, which ma y

have caused anxiety and haste:

WILMIN GTON, 9th mo. 6th, 1858.

ESTEEMED FRIENDS, J.M. McKIM AND WM. STILL:Ñ I

have a mixtur e of good and bad ne ws for y ou. Good in ha ving

passed f ive of GodÕs poor saf ely to Jersey, and Chester

county, last week; and this da y sent on f our mor e, that have

caused me much anxie ty. They were wi thin t wenty miles o f

here on sixth da y last, and b y agreement I had a man out all

seventh da y nig ht w atching f or them, to pilot them saf ely, as

1,000 dollars r eward was offered for f our o f the f ive; and I

went several miles y esterday in the c ountr y to tr y to le arn

what had be come of them, but c ould not he ar of them. A

man of trie d in tegri ty just c alled to say tha t the y arriv ed at

his house last nig ht, about midnig ht, and I emplo yed him

to pilot them to a plac e of safety in Pennsylvania, to-nig ht,

after which I trust the y will be out o f r each of their pursuers.
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Now for the bad ne ws. That old sc oundr el, who applie d to

me some thr ee weeks since, pretending tha t he wishe d me

to assist him in g et ting his se ven slaves into a fr ee state,

to avoid the sherif f, and which I agr eed to do, if he w ould

bring them her e; but posi tiv ely refused to send f or them. T en

days since I received another le t ter fr om him, sa ying tha t the

sherif f had been ther e, and taken away t wo of the childr en,

which he wishe d me to r aise money to pur chase and set fr ee,

and then close d by saying tha t his other sla ves, a man, his

wif e, and thr ee childr en had lef t the same e vening and he

had no doubt I w ould f ind them a t a color ed manÕs house,

he named, her e, and wished me to asc ertain a t onc e and let

him kno w. I at onc e was convinc ed he wishe d to kno w so as

to have them arr ested and tak en back. I f ound the man had

arriv ed; but the w oman and childr en had given out, and he

lef t them wi th a c olor ed famil y in Cecil. I wr ote him w ord the

famil y had not g ot her e, but said nothing o f the man being

here. On seventh da y evening I saw a color ed woman fr om

the neig hbor hood; she told me tha t the o wner and sherif f

were out hun ting f ive days for them bef ore they found them,

and says ther e is not a gr eater h ypocri te in tha t par t o f the

wor ld. I wr ote him a le t ter y esterday let ting him kno w just

what I thoug ht o f him.

Your Friend,

THOS. GARRETT.
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Arrival from Maryland

BIRTH-DAY PRESENT FROM THOMAS
GARRETT.

WILMIN GTON, 8th mo. 21st, 1858.

ESTEEMED FRIEND:ÑWILLIAM STILL:Ñ This is m y 69th

bir th-da y, and I do not kno w any bet ter w ay to c elebr ate i t

in a w ay to ac cord wi th m y feelings, than to send to the e

two fug itiv es, man and wif e; the man has be en her e a week

waiting f or his wif e, who is expected in time to le ave at

9 this e vening in the c ars for th y house wi th a pilot, who

knows wher e thee lives, but I c annot help but f eel some

anxiety about the w oman, as ther e is great commotion just

now in the neig hbor hood wher e she resides. There were 4

slaves betr ayed near the Mar yland line b y a color ed man

named Jesse Perr y a few nig hts sinc e. One of them made a

conf idant o f him, and he agr eed to pilot them on their w ay,

and had several whi te men secreted to tak e them as soon as

they got in his house; he is the sc oundr el tha t w as to have

charge of the 7 I wr ote y ou about t wo weeks since; their

master w as to tak e or send them ther e, and he wanted me

to send f or them. I ha ve since been conf irme d i t w as a trap

set to c atch one o f our c olor ed men and me lik ewise, but

it w as no go. I suspected him fr om the f irst, but af ter wards

was full y conf irme d in m y suspicions. W e have found the

two Rust boys, John and Elsey Bradley, who the villain o f

a Bust took out o f jail and sold to a tr ader of the name

of Morris, who sold them to a tr ader who took them to

Richmond, V ir ginia, wher e they were sold at public sale t wo

days before we found them, f or $2600 , but f or tuna tel y the

man had not paid f or them; our A t torne y had them b y
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habeas corpus bef ore a Judge, who de taine d them till w e can

prove their iden ti ty and fr eedom; the y are to have a hearing

on 2d day next, when w e hope to ha ve a person on ther e to

prove them. I n haste, thine,

THOS. GARRETT.

Unfor tuna tel y all the notic e that the r ecord contains o f the t wo

passengers r eferr ed to, is in the f ollo wing w ords: ÒTwo cases not

wri t ten out f or w ant o f time.Ó

The ÒboysÓ alluded to as having been ÒfoundÓ &c., were fr ee-born,

but had be en kidnappe d and carrie d south and sold.

Thr ee days after the abo ve let ter , the w atchful Garr et t furnishe d

fur ther lig ht touching the hair -br eadth escape of the t wo tha t he

had wri t ten about, and a t the same time ga ve an inter esting ac count

of the ef for ts which w ere made to save the poor kidnappe d boys, &c.

SECOND LETTER FROM THOMAS
GARRETT.

WILMIN GTON, 8th mo. 25th, 1858.

ESTEEMED FRIEND:ÑWILLIAM STILL:Ñ Thine w as

received yesterday. Those t wo I wr ote about to be wi th the e

last 7th day evening, I pr esume the e has seen before this.

A. Allen had char ge of them; he had them k ept out o f sight

at the depot her e till the c ars should be r eady to star t, in

charge of a friend, while he k ept a look out and g ot a tick et.

When the Dela ware cars arriv ed, who should step out but

the master o f both man and w oman, (as they had belong ed

to dif ferent persons ); they knew him, and he kne w them. H e

lef t in a dif ferent dir ection fr om wher e they were secreted,

and got r ound to them and hurrie d them o ff to a plac e of

safety, as he was afraid to tak e them home f or f ear the y

would search the house. On 1st da y morning the boa t r an to
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Chester to tak e our c olor ed people to the c amp at M edia;

he had them disguise d, and got them in the cr owd and w ent

wi th them; when he g ot to M edia, he plac ed them in c are

of a color ed man, who pr omised to hand them o ver to the e

on 2d day last; w e expect 3 mor e next 7th da y nig ht, but

how w e shall dispose o f them w e have not y et de termine d;

it will depend on cir cumstanc es. Judge Layton has be en on

wi th a friend to Richmond, V ir ginia, and full y iden tif ied the

two Bradley boys that w ere kidnappe d by Clem Rust. He has

the assur ance of the Judg e ther e that the y will be trie d and

their c ase decided by Delaware Laws, by which the y must be

declared fr ee and returne d her e. We hope to be able to bring

such pr oof against both Rust and the man he sold them to,

who took them out o f the State, to te ach them a lesson the y

will r emember .

Thy friend,

THOS. GARRETT.
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Arrival from the District of
Columbia, 1858

REBECCA JACKSON AND DAUGHTER,
AND ROBERT SHORTER.

The r oad to W ashington w as doing about this time a mar vellousl y

large business. ÒWilliam P ennÓ and other friends in W ashington w ere

most vig ilant, and kne w wher e to f ind passengers who w ere daily

thirsting f or deliv erance.

Rebecca Jackson w as a woman of about thir ty-seven years of age, of

a yellow color , and of brig ht in telle ct, pr epossessing in her manners.

She had pine d in bondag e in Georgetown under Mrs. Mar garet Dick,

a lady of wealth and far ad vanced in lif e, a firm belie ver in sla very

and the Pr esbyterian Chur ch, of which she w as a member.

Rebecca had been her chief a t tendan t, kne w all her whims and

ways to perf ection. Ac cording to R ebeccaÕs idea, Òshe was a peevish,

fr etful, ill-na tur ed, but kind-he arted cr eatur e.Ó Being very tir ed of

her old mistr ess and heartil y sick o f bondag e, and wi thal desiring to

save her daughter , she ascertaine d the doings o f the Under ground

Rail Road,Ñwas told about Canada, &c. She ther efore resolved to

make a bold adventur e. Mrs. Dick had r esided a long time in

Georgetown, but o wned thr ee large plantations in the c ountr y, over

which she k ept thr ee overseers to look af ter the sla ves. Rebecca

had a fr ee husband, but she w as not fr ee to ser ve him, as she had

to be digg ing day and nig ht f or the Òwhite people.Ó Rober t, a son

of the mistr ess lived wi th his mother . While Rebecca regarded him

as Òa man wi th a very evil disposi tion,Ó she nevertheless belie ved

that he had Òsense enough to see that the pr esent generation o f
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slaves would not be ar so much as slaves had been made to be ar the

generation past. Ó
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Arrival from Honey Brook
Township, 1858

FRANK CAMPBELL.

Frank was a man of blun t f eatur es, rather stout, almost je t black,

and about me dium heig ht and w eight. He was not certain about

his age, rather thoug ht tha t he w as between thir ty and for ty years.

He had been depriv ed of learning to r ead or wri te, but wi th har d

tr eatmen t he had be en made full y acquain ted under a man name d

Henr y Campbell, who c alled himself F rankÕs master, and wi thout his

consent managed to pr ofit by his dail y sweat and toil. This Campbell

was a farmer, and was said to be the o wner o f about one hundr ed

head of slaves, besides having lar ge investmen ts in other dir ections.

He did not hesi tate to sell sla ves if he could g et his pric e. Every now

and then one and another w ould f ind i t his turn to be sold. F rank

resolved to tr y and get out o f danger bef ore times w ere worse. So

he struck out r esolutel y for fr eedom and suc ceeded.
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Arrival from Alexandria, VA.,
1858

RICHARD BAYNE, CARTER DOWLING
AND BENJAMIN TAYLOR.

Richard stated tha t a man name d ÒRudolph Massey, a merchant

tailor , hard rum-drink er, card player, etc.Ó claimed to o wn him, and

had held him, up to the time o f his escape, as with bands o f br ass.

Richard said, ÒI was hired out f or ten dollars a mon th, but I ne ver

suffered lik e manyÑdidn Õt leave because I have been abused, but

simpl y to k eep fr om falling in to the hands o f some heirs tha t I had

been wille d to.Ó In case of a division, Richar d did not se e how he

could be divide d wi thout being c onverted in to mone y. Now, as he

could ha ve no fore-kno wledge as to the plac e or person in to whose

hands he mig ht be c onsigned by the auctione er, he conclude d tha t

he could not v entur e to risk himself in the hands o f the y oung

heirs. Richar d began to c onsider wha t Slavery was, and his eyes

beheld chains, whips, hand-cuf fs, auction-blocks, separ ations and

countless suf ferings tha t had par tiall y been overlooked before; he

felt the in justic e of having to toil har d to suppor t a drunkar d and

gambler . At the ag e of t wenty-thr ee Richard conclude d to Òlay down

the sho vel and the hoe,Ó and look out for himself. H is mother w as

owned by Massey, but his fa ther belong ed to the Òsuperior r aceÓ or

claime d so to do, and if an ything c ould be pr oved by appearances

it w as eviden t tha t he w as the son o f a whi te man. Richar d was

endowed wi th a good shar e of in tellig ence. He not onl y lef t his

mother but also one sister to clank their chains tog ether .

Carter , who accompanie d Richard, had just r eached his majori ty. He

stated tha t he escaped fr om a Òmaiden lad yÓ living in Alexandria,
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known b y the name o f Miss Maria F itchhug h, the o wner o f t wenty-

f ive slaves. Opposed to Slavery as he was, he nevertheless f ound

no fault wi th his mistr ess, but on the c ontr ary, said that she w as

a very respectable lad y, and a member o f the E piscopal Chur ch.

She often spok e of fr eeing her ser vants when she die d; such talk

was too unc ertain f or Car ter , to pin his fai th to, and he r esolved

not to w ait. Such slave-holders g enerally lived a great while, and

when the y did die, the y many times faile d to k eep their pr omises.

He conclude d to he ed the v oice of r eason, and at onc e leave the

house of bondag e. His mother , father , five brothers and six sisters

all owned by Miss Fitchhug h, forme d a str ong tie to k eep him fr om

going; he Òconferr ed not wi th f lesh and blood,Ó but made a

determine d str oke for fr eedom.

Benjamin, the thir d in this c ompany, was only t wenty years of age,

but a be t ter -looking spe cimen f or the a uction-block c ould har dly be

found. H e f led fr om the M eed estate; his mistr ess had recentl y died

leaving her af fairs, including the disposal o f the sla ves, to be set tle d

at an early date. He spoke of his mistr ess as Òa very clever lady to

her ser vants,Ó but since her de ath he had r ealized the dang er tha t

he was in of being run o ff south wi th a coff le gang. He explaine d

the c ourse fr equentl y resorted to b y slave-holders under similar

cir cumstanc es thus: Òfrequentl y slaves would be sna tche d up, hand

cuf fed and hurrie d off south on the nig ht tr ain wi thout an hourÕs

notic e.Ó Fearing tha t this mig ht be his fa te, he deemed i t pruden t to

take a nor thern tr ain via the Under ground Rail Road wi thout g iving

any notic e.

He left no par ents living, but six br others and f our sisters, all

slaves with the e xception o f one br other who had boug ht himself.

In or der to def end themsel ves if moleste d on the r oad, the bo ys had

provided themsel ves with pistols and dir ks, and declared tha t the y

were full y bent on using them r ather than be c arrie d back to sla very.
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Arrival from the Seat of
Government

HANSON WILLIAMS, NACE SHAW, GUSTA
YOUNG, AND DANIEL MÕNORTON SMITH.

$200 REWARD.ÑRan away fr om

the subscri ber, (Levi Pumphr ey,) two NEGRO MENÑone,

named ÒHanson,Ó about for ty years old, wi th one e ye out,

about 5 f eet 4 inches in heig ht, full, bush y hair and whisk ers

and copper c olor . ÒGustaÓ is about 21 years or 22 years of

age, smooth fac e and thick lips, and stoops in his w alk; black

color , about 5 f eet 5 or 6 inches in heig ht; took a way sundr y

articles o f clothing.

I will g ive one hundr ed dollars f or each of them, if se cur ed

in jail so tha t I c an get them.

LEVI PUMPHREY,

Washington Ci ty, D.C.
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s14-6t.

These four fug itiv es were full o f enthusiasm f or Canada, althoug h by

no means among the w orst abuse d of their class.

Hanson was about f or ty years of age, wi th appar entl y a good

degree of in telle ct, and o f staid principles.

In the abo ve advertisemen t clippe d fr om the Baltimor e Sun, he

is mor e full y descri bed by Mr . Levi Pumphr ey; i t can now be tak en

for wha t i t is w or th. But, as Hanson lef t home suddenl y wi thout

apprising his o wner , or any of his o wnerÕs intima te whi te friends,

of the cir cumstanc es which le d him to thus le ave, his testimon y

and explanation, althoug h late, may not be wholl y unin ter esting to

Mr . Levi Pumphr ey and others who took an in ter est in the missing

ÒHanson.Ó ÒHow have you had i t in sla very?Ó he was asked. ÒI have

had i t pr et ty rough,Ó answered Hanson. ÒWho held y ou in bondag e,

and how have you been tr eated?Ó ÒI was owned by Levi Pumphr ey,

an old man wi th one e ye, a perfect savage; he allowed no privileg es

of any kind, Sunday or M onday.Ó

Gusta, who w as also described in Pumphr eyÕs advertisemen t, w as

a rugged-looking spe cimen, and his sta temen t tende d to str engthen

HansonÕs in every par ticular . It w as owing to the bad tr eatmen t o f

Pumphr ey, that Gusta lef t in the manner tha t he did.

After de ciding to tak e his depar tur e for Canada, he pr ovided

himself wi th a ColtÕs revolver, and resolved tha t if an y man should

at tempt to put his hand on him while he w as on the ÒKingÕs highway,Ó

he would shoot him do wn, not e xcepting his old master .
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$150 REWARD.ÑRan away fr om

the subscri ber, living ne ar Upper Mar lbor oÕ, Princ e GeorgeÕs

county, Md., on the 11th day of September , 1858, a negro

man, ÒNace,Ó who calls himself ÒNace Shaw;Ó is for ty-f ive

years of age, about f ive feet 8 or 9 inches hig h, of a copper

color , full sui t o f hair , except a bald plac e upon the top o f his

head. He has a mother living in W ashington ci ty, on South B

str eet, No. 212 Island.

I will pa y the abo ve reward no ma t ter wher e taken, if

secur ed in jail so tha t I get him again.

SARAH ANN TALBURTT.

sl5-eotf.

Nace, advertised by Miss Sarah Ann Talbur t t, w as a remarkably

good-na tur ed looking pie ce of mer chandise. H e gave a very

inter esting ac count o f his so c alled mistr ess, how he came to le ave

her, etc. Said Nace: ÒMy mistr ess was an old maid, and liv ed on a

farm. I w as her foreman on the farm. She liv ed near Mar lbor ough

Forest, in Princ e GeorgeÕs county, Md., about t welve miles fr om

Washington; she w as a member o f the E piscopal Chur ch. She fed

well, and quarr elled a caution, fr om M onday morning till Sa tur day

night, not onl y wi th the sla ves, but among the inma tes of the big
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house. My mistr ess had thr ee sisters, all old maids living wi th her ,

and a niece besides; their names w ere Rebecca, Rachel, Caroline,

and Sarah Ann, and a mor e disagreeable famil y of old maids c ould

not be f ound in a y earÕs time. To arise in the morning bef ore my

mistr ess, Sarah Ann, was impossible.Ó Then, without making i t

appear tha t he or other o f the sla ves had been badly tr eated under

Miss Talbur t t, he en ter ed upon the c ause of escape, and said; ÒI left

simpl y because I wanted a chance for m y lif e; I wanted to die a fr ee

man if i t ple ased God to ha ve it so.Ó His wif e and a grown-up son he

was obliged to le ave, as no oppor tuni ty offered to bring them a way

wi th him.

Dan was also of this par ty. He was well tinc tur ed wi th Ang lo-

Saxon blood. H is bondage had been in Alexandria, wi th a mill-

wrig ht, kno wn b y the name o f James Garnet t. Dan had not be en

in Garne t tÕs hands a great while. Mr . Garnet tÕs ways and manners

were not altog ether ple asing to him; besides, D an stated tha t he

was tr ying to sell him, and he made up his mind tha t at an early

oppor tuni ty, he would avail himself o f a tick et f or Canada, via the

Under ground Rail Road. He left his mother and br others all

scat ter ed.
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Crossing the Bay in a Skiff

WILLIAM THOMAS COPE, JOHN BOICE
GREY, HENRY BOICE AND ISAAC WHITE.

These young bondmen, whilst wri thing under the tor tur es heaped

upon them, r esolved, at the c ost o f lif e, to mak e a desperate trial

for fr ee land; to rid themsel ves of their f et ters, at wha tever peril

they mig ht have to enc ounter . The land r oute pr esented less

encour agement than b y water; the y knew but li t tle, ho wever,

concerning ei ther w ay. After much anxious r ef lection, the y f inall y

decided to mak e their Under ground Rail Road exi t by water . Having

lived all their liv es not far fr om the ba y, they had some kno wledge

of small boa ts, skif fs in par ticular , but o f course the y were not the

possessors of one. Feeling tha t ther e was no time to lose, the y

conclude d to borr ow a skif f, thoug h the y should ne ver r eturn i t. So

one Satur day evening, to ward the la t ter par t o f January, the f our

young slaves stood on the be ach near Lewes, Delaware, and cast

their long ing eyes in the dir ection o f the Jersey shor e. A fier ce

gale was blowing, and the w aves were running f earfull y hig h; not

daunted, however, but as one man the y resolved to tak e their liv es

in their hands and mak e the bold ad ventur e.

With simple fai th the y enter ed the skif f; t wo of them took the

oars, manfull y to fac e uncertain dang ers fr om the w aves. But the y
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remained steadfast, oft as the y felt tha t the y were making the last

str oke wi th their oars, on the v erge of being o verwhelme d wi th the

waves. At every new stage of danger the y summone d cour age by

remembering tha t the y were escaping f or their liv es.

Late on Sunday afternoon, the f ollo wing da y, they reached their

much desir ed haven, the Jersey shor e. The relief and jo y were

unspeakably great, yet the y were str angers in a str ange land. They

knew not which w ay to ste er. True, the y knew tha t New Jersey bor e

the name o f being a Free State; but the y had r eason to f ear tha t

they were in dang er. In this dilemma the y were discovered by the

captain o f an oyster boa t whose sense o f humani ty was so strongly

appealed to b y their appe arance that he engaged to pilot them to

Philadelphia. The f ollo wing ac count o f them w as recorded:

William Thomas w as a yellow man, t wenty-f our y ears of age, and

possessing a vigorous consti tution. H e accused Shepherd P.

Houston o f having r estr ained him o f his li ber ty, and testif ied tha t

said Houston w as a very bad man. H is vocation w as that o f a farmer ,

on a small scale; as a slave-holder he w as number ed wi th the Òsmall

fr y.Ó Both master and mistr ess were members o f the M ethodist

Chur ch. According to W illiam ThomasÕ testimony his mistr ess as

well as his master w as very hard on the sla ves in various w ays,

especiall y in the ma t ter o f food and clothing. I t w ould r equir e a

great deal of har d pr eaching to c onvinc e him tha t such Christiani ty

was other than spurious.

John sta ted tha t David H enr y Houston, a farmer , took i t upon

himself to e xercise authori ty over him. Said John, ÒIf you didn Õt do

the w ork rig ht, he got c ontr ary, and wouldn Õt give you anything to

eat f or a whole da y at a time; he said a Ônigger and a mule hadn Õt

any feeling.'Ó He descri bed his sta tur e and cir cumstanc es somewhat

thus: ÒHouston is a v ery small man; f or some time his af fairs had

been in a bad w ay; he had been br oke, some say he had bad luck f or

killing m y br other . My br other w as sick, but master said he w asnÕt

sick, and he took a chunk, and be at on him, and he die d a few

days after .Ó John f irml y believed tha t his br other had be en the vic tim
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of a monstr ous outr age, and that he too w as liable to the same

tr eatmen t.

John w as only nine teen years of age, spare built, chestnut c olor ,

and represented the rising mind o f the slaves of the South.

Henr y was what mig ht be terme d a very smar t young man,

considering tha t he had be en depriv ed of a knowledge of r eading.

He was a brother o f John, and said tha t he also had be en wr ongfull y

enslaved by David H ouston, allude d to abo ve. He full y corr obor ated

the sta temen t o f his br other , and declared, mor eover, that his sister

had not long sinc e been sold South, and tha t he had he ard enoug h

to full y convinc e him tha t he and his br other w ere to be put up f or

sale soon.

Of their mistr ess John said tha t she w as a Òpret ty easy kind o f a

woman, onl y she didn Õt want to allo w enoug h to e at, and w ouldn Õt

mend any clothes f or us.Ó

Isaac was twenty-t wo, qui te black, and belong ed to the ÒrisingÓ

young slaves of Delaware. He stated tha t he had be en owned by

a Òblacksmith, a very hard man, by the name o f Thomas Carper .Ó

Isaac was disgusted wi th his masterÕs ignor ance, and cri ticise d him,

in his crude w ay, to a consider able exten t. I saac had learned

blacksmi thing under Carper . Both master and mistr ess were

Methodists. I saac said that he Òcould not r ecommend his mistr ess,

as she was given to bad pr actic es,Ó so much so that he c ould har dly

endur e her. He also charged the blacksmi th wi th being addic ted

to bad habi ts. Sometimes I saac would be c alled upon to r eceive

corr ection fr om his master , which w ould g enerally be dealt out wi th

a Òchunk o f woodÓ over his Òno feelingÓ head. On a late oc casion,

when I saac was being chunked beyond me asure, he resisted, but the

persisten t blacksmi th did not yield un til he had so far disable d Isaac

that he w as render ed helpless f or the ne xt t wo weeks. While in this

state he ple dged himself to fr eedom and Canada, and r esolved to

win the priz e by crossing the Bay.

While these y oung passengers possessed br ains and br avery of a
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rare order, at the same time the y br ought wi th them an unusual

amoun t o f the soil o f Delaware; their persons and old w orn-out

clothing being full o f i t. Their appe arance called loudl y for

imme diate cle ansing. A roomÑ fr ee water Ñfr ee soap, and such other

assistance as was necessary was tender ed them in or der to r ender

the w ork as thor ough as possible. This he alth y pr ocess over, clean

and comf or table clothing w ere furnishe d, and the chang e in their

appearance was so marked, tha t the y mig ht have passed as

str angers, if not in the imme diate corn-f ields o f their masters,

certainl y among man y of their old ac quain tanc es, unless subjected

to the most c areful inspe ction. Raised in the c ountr y and on farms,

their masters and mistr esses had never dr eamed of encour aging

them to c onform to habi ts of cleanliness; washing their persons

and chang ing their garmen ts were not c ommon oc curr ences. The

coarse garmen t onc e on would be clung to wi thout chang e as long

as it w ould hold tog ether . The f ilth y cabins allot ted for their

habi tations w ere in themsel ves incentiv es to personal uncle anliness.

In some distric ts this w as more apparent than in others. F rom some

por tions o f Mar yland and Dela ware, in par ticular , passengers

brought lamen table evidenc e of a want o f kno wledge and

impr ovement in this dir ection. B ut the master , not the sla ve, was

blamewor th y. The master , as has been in tima ted, found but one

suit f or w orking (and sometimes none f or Sunday), consequentl y

if Tom w as set to di tching one da y and became mudd y and dir ty,

and the ne xt day he was requir ed to ha ul manur e, his di tching sui t

had to be use d, and if the ne xt day he was called in to the har vest-

f ield, he w as still oblig ed to w ear his barn-yar d sui t, and so on to

the end. Frequentl y have such passengers been thor oughly cleansed

for the f irst time in their liv es at the P hiladelphia sta tion. Some

needed pr actic al lessons before they understood the thor oughness

necessary to cle ansing. Before under taking the oper ation,

ther efore, in or der tha t the y mig ht be made to f eel the benef it to

be deriv ed ther efr om, the y would ne ed to ha ve the ma t ter br ought

home to them in a v ery gentle w ay, lest the y mig ht f eign to f ear

taking c old, not ha ving been used to i t, etc.
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It w as customar y to say to them: ÒWe want to g ive you some cle an

clothing, but y ou need washing bef ore put ting them on. I t will mak e

you feel lik e a new man to ha ve the dir t o f slavery all w ashed off.

Nothing tha t could be done f or y ou would mak e you feel bet ter af ter

the fa tigue o f tr avel than a thor ough bath. Pr obably you have not

been allowed the oppor tuni ty of taking a g ood bath, and so ha ve

not en joyed one sinc e your mother ba thed you. DonÕt be afraid of

the w ater or soapÑthe har der y ou rub y ourself the be t ter y ou will

feel. Shall we not w ash your back and ne ck for y ou? We want you

to look w ell while tr aveling on the Under ground Rail Road, and not

forget fr om this time f or th to tr y to tak e care of yourself,Ó &c., &c.

By this c ourse the r eluctanc e wher e it existe d would be o vercome

and the pr oposi tion w ould be r eadily acceded to, if the w ater w as

not too c ool; on the other hand, if c ool, a slight shudder mig ht be

visible, suf f icien t to r aise a hearty laugh. Yet, when thr ough, the

candidate always expr essed a hearty sense of satisfac tion, and w as

trul y thankful f or this a t ten tion.
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Arrival from Kent County,
MD., 1858

ASBURY IRWIN, EPHRAIM ENNIS, AND
LYDIA ANN JOHNS.

The par ty whose narr ativ es are here given br ought gr ave charges

against a backsliding member o f the Socie ty of FriendsÑa r enegade

Quaker.

Doubtless r are instanc es may be found wher e men of the Quak er

persuasion, emigr ating fr om fr ee and set tling in sla ve States and

among slaveholders, ha ve deserted their fr eedom-lo ving principle

and led captiv e by the f orce of bad examples, have link ed hands

wi th the oppr essor against the oppr essed. It is pr obable, however,

that this is the onl y case that may turn up in these r ecords to the

disgr ace of this bod y of Christians in whom d welt in such a signal

degree large sympath y for the sla ve and the f leeing bondman. Man y

fug itiv es were indebte d to Friends who aide d them in a quie t w ay,

not allo wing their lef t hand to kno w wha t their rig ht hand did, and

the r esult w as that Under ground Rail Road oper ations w ere always

pret ty safe and pr osperous wher e the line o f tr avel led thr ough

ÒQuaker set tlemen ts.Ó We can speak wi th gr eat conf idenc e on this

poin t especiall y wi th r egard to Pennsylvania, wher e a goodl y

number mig ht be name d, if ne cessary, whose hearts, houses, horses,

and mone y were always found r eady and willing to assist the fug itiv e

fr om the prison-house. I t is wi th no li t tle r egret tha t w e feel tha t

truth r equir es us to connect the so-c alled owner o f Asbur y,

Ephr aim, and Lydia wi th the Quak ers.

Asbury was first e xamine d, and his stor y ran substantiall y thus: ÒI

run away because I was used bad; thr ee years ago I w as knocked
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dead wi th an ax e by my master; the blood run out o f my head as

if i t had be en pour ed out o f a tumbler; y ou can see the mar k plain

enoughÑlook her e,Ó (wi th his f inger on the spot ). ÒI left Millington,

at the he ad of Chester in K ent Coun ty, Maryland, wher e I had been

held by a farmer who c alled himself Michael N ewbold. H e was

orig inall y fr om M ount H oll y, New Jersey, but had be en living in

Mar yland over t wenty years. He was called a Hickor y Quaker, and

he had a real Quaker f or a wif e. Before he was in Mar yland f ive years

he boug ht slaves, became a regular slave-holder , got to drinking and

racing horses, and w as very badÑtr eated all hands bad, his wif e too,

so that she had to le ave him and g o to Philadelphia to her kinsf olks.

It w as because he was so bad we all had to le ave,Ó &c.

While Asbur yÕs stor y appeared truthful and simple, a por tion o f

it w as too shocking to mor ality and damag ing to humani ty to be

inser ted in these pag es.

Asbury was about f or ty years of age, a man of dar k hue, size and

height about me diocri ty, and mental abili ty qui te above the average.

Ephr aim w as a fellow-ser vant and c ompanion o f Asbur y. He was

a man of superior ph ysical str ength, and fr om all out ward

appearance, he possessed quali ties suscepti ble of r eady

impr ovement. He not onl y spoke of Newbold in terms o f str ong

condemna tion but o f slave-holders and sla very everywher e. The

lessons he had learned gave him ample oppor tuni ty to spe ak fr om

experienc e and fr om wha t he had obser ved in the dail y pr actic es

of slave-holders; c onsequentl y, wi th his or dinar y gif ts, i t w as

impossi ble for him to ut ter his e arnest f eelings wi thout making a

deep impr ession.

Lydia also f led fr om Michael N ewbold. She w as a young marrie d

woman, onl y t wenty-t wo years of age, of a chestnut c olor and a

pleasant countenanc e. Her f light f or li ber ty cost her her husband,

as she was obliged to le ave him behind. W hat understanding w as

enter ed in to be tween them prior to her depar tur e we failed to note

at the time. I t w as very clear tha t she had de cided never to w ear the

yoke again.
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Arrival from Washington,
1858

JOSEPHINE ROBINSON.

Many reasons were given by Josephine f or le aving the sunn y South.

She had a mistr ess, but was not satisf ied wi th her Ñhadn Õt a particle

of love for her; Òshe was all the time fussing and sc olding, and ne ver

could be satisf ied.Ó She was very well o ff, and owned thir teen or

four teen head of slaves. She was a member o f the M ethodist Chur ch,

was stingy and very mean towards her slaves. Josephine ha ving liv ed

wi th her all her lif e, professed to ha ve a thor ough kno wledge of

her w ays and manners, and se emed disposed to spe ak truthfull y of

her. The name of her mistr ess was Eliza Hambleton, and she liv ed

in Washington. Josephine had full y thoug ht over the ma t ter o f her

rig hts, so much so, tha t she w as prompte d to esc ape. So hard did

she feel her lot to be, tha t she w as compelle d to r esign her childr en,

uncle and a unt to the cruel mer cy of slavery. What became of the

li t tle ones, David, Ogden and I saiah, is a myster y.

Arriv al fr om Washington, 1858 | 805



Arrival from Cecil County,
1858

ROBERT JOHNS AND HIS WIFE ÒSUE ANN.Ó

For tuna tel y, in this instanc e, man and wif e succeeded in making

their w ay out o f Slavery tog ether . Rober t w as a man of small sta tur e,

and the far thest shade fr om whi te. In appearance and in telle ct he

represented the or dinar y Mar yland slave, raised on a farm,

surr ounde d wi th no r efining inf luenc es or sympath y. He stated tha t

a man by the name o f William Cassey had claime d the rig ht to his

labor , and that he had be en kept in bondag e on his farm.

For a year or mor e before set ting out f or fr eedom, Rober t had

watche d his master pr et ty closel y, and came to the c onclusion,

that he w as Òa monstr ous bluster y kind o f a man; one o f the old

time f ellows, very hard and r ashÑnot f it to o wn a dog.Ó He owned

twelve slaves; Rober t r esolved tha t he w ould mak e one less in a

shor t while. H e laid the ma t ter bef ore his wif e, ÒSue,Ó who was said

to be the pr oper ty of Susan Flinthr ew, wif e of John Flin thr ew, of

Cecil c ounty, Maryland. ÒSueÓ having suf fered severely, first fr om

one and then another , sometimes fr om f loggings, and at other times

fr om hung er, and again fr om not being half clothe d in c old w eather ,

was prepared to c onsider an y scheme tha t look ed in the dir ection

of speedy deliv erance. The way tha t the y were to tr avel, and the

various poin ts of danger to be passe d on the r oad were full y

consider ed; but Rober t and Sue were uni ted and agr eed tha t the y

could not far e much w orse than the y had far ed, should the y be

captur ed and carrie d back. In this sta te o f mind, as in the c ase of

thousands o f others, the y set out f or a fr ee State, and in due time

reached Pennsylvania and the V igilanc e Commi t tee, to whom the y
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made kno wn the fac ts her e recorded, and r eceived aid and c omf or t

in r eturn.

Sue was a young w oman of t wenty-thr ee, of a brown c olor , and

somewhat under me dium siz e.
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Arrival from Georgetown,
D.C., 1858

PERRY CLEXTON, JIM BANKS AND
CHARLES NOLE.

This par ty found no v ery serious obstacles in their tr avels, as their

plans were well arr anged, and as they had at le ast natur al abili ty

suff icien t f or or dinar y emer gencies.

Perr y repor ted tha t he lef t Òa man by the name o f John M. W illiams,

of Georgetown, D.C., who w as in the w ood business, and k ept a

wharf.Ó As to treatmen t, he said tha t he had not be en used very

hard, but had be en worked hard and allo wed but f ew privileg es. The

paltr y sum of t wenty-f ive cents a week, was all that w as allowed

him out o f his hir e. With a wif e and one child this mig ht seem

a small sum, but in r eality i t w as a liberal outla y compar ed wi th

what man y slaves were allowed. Perr y being a r eady-wi t ted ar ticle,

thoug ht tha t i t w as hardly fair tha t Mr . Williams should liv e by the

sweat o f his br ow inste ad of his o wn; he w as a large, por tl y man, and

able to w ork for himself in P err yÕs opinion. F or a length o f time, the

notion o f leaving and g oing to Canada w as uppermost in his he art;

probably he would ha ve acted wi th mor e promptness but f or the

fact tha t his wif e and child r ested wi th gr eat w eight on his mind.

Finall y the pr essure became so great tha t he f elt tha t he must le ave

at all hazar ds, forsaking wif e and child, master and chains. H e was

a young man, o f about t wenty-f ive years of age, of a dark shade,

ordinar y build, and full o f gri t. H is wif e was named Amelia; whe ther

she ever af ter wards heard fr om her husband is a question.

Jim, who accompanie d Perr y, brought the shoe-making ar t wi th
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him. H e had been held a slave under John J. Richards, althoug h he

was quite as much a whi te man as he w as black. He was a mulat to,

twenty-nine y ears of age, well-made, and bor e a grum c ountenanc e,

but a br ave and manl y will to k eep up his c our age on the w ay. He

said tha t he had be en used very well, had no fa ult to f ind wi th John

J. Richards, who w as possibly a near r elativ e of his. He forsook his

mother , four br others and thr ee sisters wi th no hope o f ever seeing

them again.

Charles bor e str ong testimon y in fa vor o f his master , Blooker W.

Hansborough, a farmer , a first-r ate man to his ser vants, said

Charles. ÒI was used very well, canÕt complain.Ó ÒWhy did y ou not

remain then ?Ó asked a member o f the Commi t tee. ÒI left,Ó answered

C., Òbecause I was not allo wed to liv e wi th m y wif e. She with our six

childr en, lived a long distanc e fr om m y masterÕs place, and he would

not hir e me out wher e I could liv e near my wif e, so I made up m y

mind tha t I w ould tr y and do be t ter . I could see no enjoyment tha t

way.Ó As the secret o f his masterÕs tr eatmen t is her e brought to lig ht,

it is very eviden t tha t Char les, in speaking so hig hly in his fa vor,

failed to tak e a just view of him, as no man c ould r eally be f irst-r ate

to his ser vants, who w ould not allo w a man to liv e wi th his wif e and

childr en, and who w ould persist in taking fr om another wha t he had

no rig ht to tak e. Nevertheless, as Charles thoug ht his master Òfirst-

rate,Ó he shall have the benef it o f the opinion, but i t w as suspected

that Char les was not dispose d to f ind fa ult wi th his kin, as i t w as

very lik ely tha t the old master claime d some of the whi te blood in

his veins.
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Arrival from Sussex County,
1858

JACOB BLOCKSON, GEORGE ALLIGOOD,
JIM ALLIGOOD, AND GEORGE LEWIS.

The coming o f Jacob and his c ompanions w as welcomed in the usual

way. The mar ks of Slavery upon them w ere eviden t; ho wever the y

were subjected to the usual cri tic al examination, which the y bor e

wi th c omposur e, and wi thout the le ast damage. The follo wing notes

in the main w ere recorded fr om their sta temen ts:

Jacob was a stout and he alth y-looking man, about t wenty-seven

years of age, wi th a countenanc e indic ativ e of having no sympa th y

wi th Slavery. Being invited to tell his o wn stor y, descri be his master ,

etc., he unhesi tating ly relieved himself some what af ter this manner;

ÒI escaped fr om a man b y the name o f Jesse W. Paten; he w as a man

of no business, e xcept drinking whisk ey, and farming. H e was a light

comple cted man, tall lar ge, and full-fac ed, wi th a lar ge nose. He was

a wido wer. He belonged to no socie ty of any kind. H e lived near

Seaford, in Sussex county, Delaware.Ó

ÒI left because I didn Õt want to sta y wi th him an y long er. My master

was about to be sold out this F all, and I made up m y mind tha t I did

not w ant to be sold lik e a horse, the w ay the y generally sold dar kies

then; so when I star ted I r esolved to die sooner than I w ould be

taken back; this w as my in ten tion all the while.

ÒI left m y wif e, and one child; the wif eÕs name was Lear, and the

child w as called Alexander . I want to g et them on soon too. I made

some arr angements for their c oming if I g ot o ff safe to Canada.Ó

George was next c alled upon to g ive his statemen t concerning
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wher e he was from, etc. I ÒscapedÓ from Sussex too, fr om a man

by the name o f George M. Davis, a large man, dark-c omple cted,

and about f if ty years of age; he belonged to the old side M ethodist

Chur ch, was a man wi th a famil y, and follo wed farming, or had

farming done b y me and others. Besides he w as a justice of the

peace. I always believed tha t the Master abo ve had no wish f or me

to be held in bondag e all my days; but I thoug ht if I made up m y

mind to sta y in Slavery, and not to mak e a desperate trial f or m y

fr eedom, I w ould ne ver have any bet ter times. I had he ard tha t m y

old mistr ess had wille d me to her childr en, and childr enÕs childr en.

I thoug ht at this r ate ther e was no use of holding on an y long er f or

the good time to c ome, so her e I said, I am going, if I die a tr ying.

I got me a dagger, and made up m y mind if the y at tempte d to tak e

me on the r oad, I would ha ve one man. As for m y par t, I have not

had i t so slavish as many, but I ha ve never had any privileg es to learn

to r ead, or to g o about an ywher e. Now and then the y let me g o to

chur ch. My master belong ed to chur ch, and so did I.

For a young man, being onl y t wenty-t wo years of age, who had

been kept fr om the lig ht o f fr eedom, as much as he had, his stor y

was thoug ht to be e xceeding ly well told thr oughout.

James, a brother o f George, said: ÒI came fr om HorseÕs Cross-Roads,

not far fr om wher e my br other Ge orge came fr om. William Gr ay,

rail r oad tick et agent at Bridg ewater , professed to o wn me. H e was

a toler able sized man, wi th v ery large whisk ers, and dar k hair; he

was rather a ste ady kind o f a man, he had a wif e, but no child. The

reason I lef t, I thoug ht I had ser ved Slavery long enoug h, as I had

been tr eated none the best. I did not belie ve in w orking m y lif e out

just to suppor t some bod y else. My master had as many hands and

feet as I have, and is as able to w ork for his br ead as I am; and I made

up my mind tha t I w ouldn Õt stay to be a slave under him an y long er,

but tha t I w ould go to Canada, and be my own master .Ó

James left his poor wif e, and thr ee childr en, slaves perhaps for

lif e. The wif eÕs name was Esther Ann, the childr en were called Mar y,

Henr y, and Harrie t. All belong ed to Jesse Laten.
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George Lewis had mor e years than an y of his c ompanions, being

about f or ty years of age. He had been kept in as lo w a state o f

ignor ance as the ing enui ty of a slave-holder o f Delaware could k eep

one possessed of as much mother -wi t as he was, for he w as not

qui te so ignor ant as the in ter ests of the system r equir ed. His

physical make and mental c apacity were good. He was decidedly

averse to the pe culiar insti tution in e very par ticular . He stated,

that a man name d Samuel Laws had held him in bondag eÑtha t

this ÒLaws was a man of no businessÑjust sa t about the house

and went about fr om stor e to stor e and sat; tha t he w as an old

man, pr et ty grey, very long hair . He was a member o f a chur ch in

the neig hbor hood, which w as called Radical.Ó Of this church and

its members he c ould g ive but li t tle account, ei ther o f their

peculiari ties or cr eed; he said, however, that the y worshippe d a

good deal lik e the M ethodists, and allo wed their members to sw ear

heartil y for slavery.

ÒSomething toldÓ George that he had w orked long enoug h as a

slave, and that he should be man enoug h to tak e the Under ground

Rail Road and go off to a fr ee countr y. According ly George set out.

When he arriv ed at the sta tion he w as so highly delig hted wi th his

success and the pr ospect bef ore him, tha t he f elt v ery sorr y tha t he

hadnÕt started ten y ears sooner . He said that he w ould ha ve done so,

but he w as afraid, as slave-holders w ere always making the sla ves

believe that if the y should e ver escape they would c atch them and

bring them back and sell them do wn South, c ertain; tha t the y always

did c atch e very one who r an off, but ne ver br ought them home,

but sold them rig ht o ff wher e they could ne ver run a way any mor e,

or get to se e their r elativ es again. This thr eat, George said, was

continuall y rung in the e ars of the sla ves, and wi th the mor e timid i t

was very effectiv e.

Jacob Blockson, af ter r eaching Canada, true to the ple dge that he

made to his bosom c ompanion, wr ote back as follo ws:

SAINT CATHARINES. Cannda West, Dec. 26th, 1858.

DEAR WIFE:ÑI now inf om you I am in Canada and am w ell
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and hope y ou are the same, and w ould wish y ou to be her e

next august, y ou come to suspension bridg e and fr om ther e

to St. Catharines, wri te and le t me kno w. I am doing w ell

working f or a Butcher this win ter , and will g et good w ages in

the spring I no w get $2,50 a week.

I Jacob Blockson, George Lewis, George Alligood and

James Alligood ar e all in St. Catharines, and me t George Ross

fr om Lewis Wrig htÕs, Jim Blockson is in Canada W est, and

Jim Delany, Plunnoth Connon. I e xpect you my wif e Lea Ann

Blockson, m y son Alexander & Le wis and Ames will all be

here and Isabella also, if you cant bring all bring Ale xander

surely, wri te when y ou will c ome and I will me et you in

Albany. Love to you all, fr om your lo ving Husband,

JACOB BLOCKSON.

fare thr ough $12,30 to here.

MR. STILL: SIR:Ñyou will ple ase Envelope this and send

it to John Sheppar d Bridg eville P off ice in Sussex county

Delaware, seal it in black and oblig e me, wri te to her to c ome

to y ou.
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Sundry Arrivals in 1859

SARAH ANN MILLS, Boonsborough;
CAROLINE GASSWAY, Mt. Airy; LEVIN
HOLDEN, Laurel; WILLIAM JAMES CONNER,
with his wife, child, and four brothers; JAMES
LAZARUS, Delaware; RICHARD WILLIAMS,
Richmond, Virginia; SYDNEY HOPKINS and
HENRY WHEELER, Havre de Grace.

Sarah Mills se t out f or fr eedom long bef ore she reached

womanhood; being about sixte en years of age. She stated tha t she

had been very cruell y tr eated, tha t she w as owned by a man named

Joseph OÕNeil, Òa tax collector and a v ery bad man.Ó Under said OÕNeil

she had been requir ed to chop w ood, curr y horses, w ork in the

field lik e a man, and all one win ter she had be en compelle d to g o

barefoote d. Thr ee weeks before Sarah f led, her mistr ess was called

away by death; ne vertheless Sarah could not f orget ho w badl y she

had been tr eated by her while living. Ac cording to Sar ahÕs testimon y

the mistr ess was no bet ter than her husband. Sar ah came fr om

Boonsbor ough, near Hagersto wn, M d., leaving her mother and other

relativ es in tha t neig hbor hood.

It w as gratif ying to kno w tha t such bond-w omen so early got

beyond the c ontr ol of slave-holders; y et g ir ls of her ag e fr om having

had no pains tak en for their impr ovement, appealed loudl y for mor e

than c ommon sympa th y and humani ty, but r arely ever f ound i t; on

the c ontr ary, their pa ths w ere beset wi th gr eat danger.

Caroline Gassway, after being held to ser vice by Summerse t t

Walters, un til she had r eached her t wenty-seventh y ear, was forced,

by hard tr eatmen t and the lo ve of fr eedom, to mak e an effor t f or

deliverance. Her appearance at onc e indic ated, althoug h she was
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just out o f the prison-house, tha t she possessed mor e than an

ordinar y share of cour age, and that she had had a k een insig ht

into the system under which she had be en oppr essed. She was of

a dark chestnut c olor , well-f orme d, wi th a lar ge and hig h forehead,

indic ativ e of in telle ct. She had much to sa y of the w ays and pr actic es

of slave-holders; o f the wr ongs of the system. She d welt especiall y

upon her o wn si tuation as a slave, and the char acter o f her master;

she told not onl y of his ill tr eatmen t o f her , but descri bed his

physical appearance as well. ÒHe was a spare-made man, wi th a r ed

head and quick temper: he would g o off in a f lurr y lik e a flash of

powder, and would beha ve shamefull y to wards the slaves when in

these f its of passion.Ó His wif e, however, Caroline c onfessed was of

a dif ferent temper , and was a pret ty good kind o f a woman. I f he

had been anything lik e his wif e in disposi tion, most lik ely Caroline

would ha ve remained in bondag e. For tuna tel y, Caroline w as a single

woman. She left her mother .

Levin H olden, having been sold onl y a few w eeks prior to his

escape, was so affected by the chang e which a waited him, tha t he

was irr esisti bly led to seek the Under ground Rail Road. Previous to

being sold he w as under a master b y the name o f Jonathan Baile y,

who f ollo wed farming in the neig hbor hood o f Laurel, Delaware, and,

as a master, was consider ed a moder ate manÑ was also well to do

in the w or ld; but the ne w master he c ould not endur e, as he had

already let the se cret out tha t Levin w as to be sent South. Le vin had

a perf ect horr or o f a mor e Southern la ti tude; he made up his mind

that he w ould tr y his luck f or Canada. Levin w as a man of t wenty-

seven years of age, smart, dar k color , and of a good size for all sor ts

of work.

William James Conner , his wif e, child, and f our br others c ame

next. The br others w ere hale-looking f ellows, and would ha ve

commande d hig h pric es in any mar ket South o f Mason and Dix onÕs

Line. I t w as said, that the y were the pr oper ty of Kendall Major

Lewis, who liv ed near Laurel, Delaware. It w as known, ho wever,

that he ne ver had any deed fr om the Almig hty, but oppr essed them

wi thout an y just rig ht so to do; the y were perf ectl y justif iable in
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leaving Kendall Major Le wis, and all his sympa thiz ers, to tak e care of

themsel ves as best they could.

No very serious char ges were made against Lewis, but on the

contr ary the y said, tha t he had be en look ed upon as a Òmoder ate

slave-holder;Ó they also said, tha t Òhe had been a member o f the

Methodist E piscopal Chur ch for f if ty years, and stood hig h in tha t

body.Ó Fur thermor e they stated, tha t he sold sla ves occasionally.

Eight had be en sold b y him some time bef ore this par ty escaped

(two of them to Ge orgia); besides William James had been sold

and barely found oppor tuni ty to esc ape. Wm. James, Major Lewis,

Dennis Bet ts, Peter , and Lazarus, wi th the wif e and child o f the

former , not onl y found themsel ves strippe d fr om day to da y of

their har d earnings, but f earful f orebodings o f the a uction-block

were ever uppermost in their minds. W hile the y spoke of Lewis as

Òmoder ate,Ó etc., the y all said tha t he allo wed no privileg es to his

slaves.

Richard Williams ga ve a full account o f himself, but onl y a meagre

repor t w as recorded. He said that he c ame fr om Richmond, and

lef t because he was on the poin t o f being sold b y John A. Smi th,

who o wned him. H e gave Smi th cr edi t f or being a toler able fair kind

of a slave-holder , but adde d, tha t Òhis wife was a notoriousl y hard

woman;Ó she had made a very deep impr ession on Richar dÕs mind

by her tr eatmen t o f him. I n f inding himself on fr ee ground, ho wever,

wi th che ering pr ospects ahead, he did not stop to br ood over the ills

that he had suf fered, but r ejoiced heartil y. He left his wif e, Julia, who

was free.

Sydney Hopkins and H enr y Wheeler. These young men made their

way out o f Slavery tog ether . While Sydney lives he will f orever

regard Jacob Hoag, of Havre-de-Gr ace, as the person who che ated

him out o f himself, and pr evented him fr om becoming enlig htened

and educated.

Henr y, his companion, w as also from H avre De Grace. He had

had tr ouble wi th a man b y the name o f Amos Barnes, or in other

words Barnes claime d to o wn him, just as he o wned a horse or a

mule, and dail y contr olled him in about the same manner tha t he

816 | The Under ground Railr oad



would manag e the animals abo ve alluded to. H enr y could f ind no

justif ication f or such tr eatmen t. He suffered greatl y under the said

Barnes, and f inall y his eyes were open to se e that ther e was an

Under ground Rail Road for the benef it o f all such sla very-sick souls

as himself. So he got a tick et as soon as possible, and came thr ough

wi thout ac ciden t, leaving Amos Barnes to do the best he c ould f or a

living. This c andidate f or Canada w as twenty-one y ears of age, and

a likely-looking bo y.

Joseph Henr y Hill. The spiri t o f fr eedom in this passeng er w as

trul y the Òone ide aÓ notion. At the ag e of t wenty-eig ht his purpose

to fr ee himself b y escaping on the Under ground Rail Road was

successfully carrie d in to ef fect, althoug h not wi thout dif f icult y.

Joseph was a fair specimen o f a man ph ysically and men tall y, could

read and wri te, and ther eby keep the run o f mat ters o f in ter est on

the Slavery question.

James Thomas, Jr., a tobacco mer chant, in Richmond, had J oe

down in his le dger as a marketable pie ce of pr oper ty, or a hand y

machine to sa ve labor , and make money. To JoeÕs great joy he heard

the sound o f the Under ground Rail Road bell in Richmond,Ñhad

a satisfac tor y in ter view wi th the c onduc tor ,Ñr eceived a favorable

response, and was soon a tr aveler on his w ay to Canada. He left his

mother , a free woman, and t wo sisters in chains. H e had been sold

twic e, but he ne ver meant to be sold again.
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Arrival from Maryland, 1859

CORNELIUS HENRY JOHNSON. FACE
CANADA-WARD FOR YEARS.

Qui te an agr eeable in ter view took plac e between Cornelius and the

Commi t tee. He gave his experienc e of Slavery pr et ty full y, and the

Commi t tee enlig htened him as to the w orkings o f the Under ground

Rail Road, the v alue of fr eedom, and the saf ety of Canada as a refuge.

Cornelius w as a single man, thir ty-six y ears of age, full black,

medium siz e, and in tellig ent. He stated tha t he had had his fac e set

toward Canada for a long while. Thr ee times he had made an ef for t

to get out o f the prison-house. Ò Within the last f our or f ive years,

times ha ve gone pr et ty hard wi th me. M y mistr ess, Mrs. Mar y F.

Price, had latel y put me in char ge of her br other , Samuel M. Bailey,

a tobacco mer chant o f Richmond. Both belie ved in nothing as the y

did in Sla very; the y would sooner se e a black man de ad than fr ee.

They were about second class in socie ty. He and his sister o wn w ell

on to one hundr ed head, thoug h wi thin the last f ew years he has

been thinning o ff the number b y sale. I was allowed one dollar a

week for m y board; one dollar is the usual allo wance for slaves in

my situation. On Christmas w eek he allowed me no boar d mone y,

but made me a pr esent o f seventy-f ive cents; my mistr ess added

twenty-f ive cents, which w as the exten t o f their li berali ty. I was well

cared for. When the sla ves got sick he doc tor ed them himself, he

was too sting y to emplo y a physician. I f the y did not g et w ell as soon

as he thoug ht the y should, he w ould or der them to their w ork, and

if the y did not g o he would be at them. M y cousin w as badly beat last

year in the pr esence of his wif e, and he was right sick. Mr . Bailey was

a member o f St. JamesÕ church, on Fif th str eet, and m y mistr ess was

a communic ant o f the F irst Baptist chur ch on Broad Str eet. She let

on to be v ery good.Ó
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ÒI am one of a famil y of sixte en; my mother and ele ven sisters and

brothers ar e now living; some ha ve been sold to Alabama, and some

to Tennessee, the r est are held in Richmond. M y mother is no w old,

but is still in the ser vice of Bailey. He promised to tak e care of her in

her old ag e, and not c ompel her to labor , so she is only requir ed to

cook and w ash for a doz en slaves. This the y consider a gr eat favor

to the old Ôgrandmother .Õ It w as only a year ago he curse d her and

thr eatened her wi th a f logging. I lef t f or nothing else but be cause I

was dissatisf ied wi th Slavery. The thr eats of my master c aused me

to r ef lect on the N or th and South. I had an ide a that I w as not to

die in Slavery. I believed tha t God w ould assist me if I w ould tr y. I

then made up m y mind to put m y case in the hands o f God, and star t

for the Under ground Rail Road. I bade good-b ye to the old tobac co

factor y on Seventh str eet, and the F irst Afric an Baptist chur ch on

Broad str eet (wher e he belong ed), wher e I had so often he ard the

minister pr each Ôservants obey your masters;Õ also to the slave pens,

chain-gangs, and a cruel master and mistr ess, all of which I hope d

to le ave forever. But to bid g ood-b ye to m y old mother in chains,

was no easy job, and if m y desir e for fr eedom had not be en as strong

as my desir e for lif e itself, I c ould ne ver have stood i t; but I f elt tha t

I could do her no g ood; could not help her if I staid. As I w as often

thr eatened by my master , wi th the a uction-block, I f elt I must g ive

up all and escape for m y lif e.Ó

Such w as substantiall y the stor y of Cornelius H enr y Johnson. H e

talk ed for an hour as one inspir ed, and as none but fug itiv e slaves

could talk.
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Arrival from Delaware, 1858

THEOPHILUS COLLINS, ANDREW
JACKSON BOYCE, HANDY BURTON AND
ROBERT JACKSON.

A DESPERATE, BLOODY STRUGGLEÑGUN , KNIFE AND FIRE

SHOVEL, USED BY AN INFURIATED MASTER.

Judged fr om their out ward appearance, as well as fr om the fac t

that the y were fr om the neig hboring S tate o f Delaware, no

extr aordinar y revelations w ere looked for fr om the abo ve-name d

party. It w as found, ho wever, that one o f their number , at le ast, had

a sad tale of outr age and cruelt y to r elate. The fac ts stated are as

follo ws:

Theophilus is t wenty-f our y ears of age, dark, height and sta tur e

hardly medium, wi th faculties onl y about a verage compar ed wi th

ordinar y fug itiv es from Delaware and Mar yland. H is appearance is

in no w ay remarkable. His bearing is subdue d and modest; y et he

is not lacking in e arnestness. Says Theophilus, ÒI was in servitude

under a man name d Houston, ne ar Lewes, Delaware; he was a very

mean man, he didn Õt allow you enoug h to e at, nor enoug h clothes

to w ear. He never allo wed a drop of te a, or coffee, or sugar , and

if you didn Õt eat your br eakfast bef ore day he wouldn Õt allow you

any, but w ould driv e you out wi thout an y. He had a wif e; she was

mean, too, me aner than he w as. Four y ears ago last Fall my master

cut m y entr ails out f or going to me eting a t Daniel WesleyÕs chur ch

one Sabbath nig ht. Before day, Monday morning, he c alled me up

to whip me; c alled me in to his dining-r oom, lock ed the doors, then

ordered me to pull o ff my shir t. I told him no, sir , I wouldn Õt; right

away he went and g ot the c owhide, and ga ve me about t wenty over

my head wi th the but t. He tor e my shir t o ff, after I w ould not pull

it o ff; he or dered me to cr oss my hands. I didn Õt do that. Af ter I
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wouldn Õt do that he went and g ot his gun. and br oke the br eech

of tha t over m y head. He then seiz ed up the f ir e-tongs and struck

me over the he ad ever so often. The ne xt thing he took w as the

parlor sho vel and he beat on me wi th tha t till he br oke the handle;

then he took the blade and sto ve it at m y head wi th all his mig ht.

I told him tha t I w as bound to c ome out o f tha t r oom. He run up

to the door and dr awed his knif e and told me if I v entur ed to the

door he w ould stab me. I ne ver made i t any bet ter or w orse, but

aimed str aight f or the door; but bef ore I reached i t he stabbe d me,

drawing the knif e (a common pock et knif e) as hard as he could rip

across my stomach; rig ht away he began stabbing me about m y

head,Ó (marks were plainl y to be seen). After a desper ate strugg le,

Theophilus suc ceeded in get ting out o f the building.

ÒI started,Ó said he, Òat onc e for Georgetown, carr ying a par t o f

my entr ails in m y hands f or the whole journe y, sixteen miles. I

went to m y young masters, and the y took me to an old c olor ed

woman, called Judah Smi th, and f or f ive days and nig hts I w as under

tr eatmen t o f Dr . Henr y Moor e, Dr. Charles Henr y Richards, and Dr .

William N ewall; all these a t tende d me. I w as not expected to liv e for

a long time, but the Doc tors cur ed me at last.Ó

Andr ew r epor ted tha t he f led fr om Dr . David H ouston. ÒI left

because of my masterÕs meanness to me; he w as a very mean man to

his servants,Ó said Andrew, Òand I got so tir ed of him I c ouldn Õt stand

him an y long er.Ó Andrew w as about t wenty-six y ears of age, ordinar y

size; color , brown, and w as enti tle d to his fr eedom, but kne w not
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how to se cur e it by law, so resorted to the Under ground Rail Road

method.

Handy, another o f this par ty, said that he lef t because the man

who claime d to be his master Òwas so hard.Ó The man by whom he

had been wr onged was known wher e he came fr om by the name

of Shepher d Bur ton, and w as in the farming business. ÒHe was a

chur chman,Ó said Handy, Òbut he never allo wed me to g o to chur ch a

half doz en times in m y lif e.Ó

Rober t belong ed to Mrs. Mar y Hickman, a t le ast she had him in

her possession and r eaped the benef it o f his hir e and enjoyed the

leisur e and ease ther eof while he toile d. For some time prior to his

leaving, this had be en a thorn in his side, har d to be ar; so when

an opening pr esented i tself b y which he thoug ht he c ould be t ter

his condi tion, he w as ready to tr y the e xperimen t. He, however, felt

that, while she w ould not ha ve him to look to f or suppor t, she w ould

not be wi thout sympa th y, as she was a member o f the E piscopal

Chur ch; besides she w as an old-looking w oman and mig ht not ne ed

his help a gr eat while long er.

822 | The Under ground Railr oad



Arrival from Richmond, 1859

STEPNEY BROWN.

Stepne y was an extr aordinar y man, his c ountenanc e indic ating

great goodness of heart, and his gr ati tude to his he avenly Father

for his deliv erance proved tha t he w as full y aware of the Sour ce

whenc e his help had c ome. Being a man o f excellent natur al gif ts,

as well as of r elig ious f ervor and de votion to a r emarkable degr ee,

he seemed admir ably f it ted to r epresent the sla ve in chains, looking

up to God wi th an e ye of fai th, and again the fug itiv e in Canada

triumphan t and r ejoicing wi th jo y unspeakable over his deliv erance,

yet not f orget ting those in bonds, as bound wi th them. The be aut y

of an unshak en fai th in the g ood Father abo ve could sc arcely have

shone wi th a brig hter lustr e than w as seen in this simple-he arted

believer.

Stepne y was thir ty-f our y ears of age, tall, slender , and of a dark

hue. He readily confessed tha t he f led fr om Mrs. Julia A. Mi tchell, o f

Richmond; and testif ied tha t she w as decidedly sting y and unkind,

althoug h a member o f St. PaulÕs chur ch. Still he w as wholl y fr ee

fr om acrimon y, and even in r ecounting his suf ferings w as fille d

wi th chari ty to wards his oppr essors. He said, ÒI was moved to le ave

because I believed tha t I had a rig ht to be a fr ee man.Ó

He was a member o f the Second Baptist chur ch, and en ter taine d

str ong fai th tha t certain inf irmi ties, which had f ollo wed him

thr ough lif e up to wi thin se ven years of the time o f his escape, had

all been removed thr ough the Spiri t o f the Lor d. He had been an

eye-wi tness to man y outr ages inf lic ted on his f ellow-men. B ut he

spoke mor e of the suf ferings o f others than his o wn.

His stay was brief, but in ter esting. Af ter his arriv al in Canada he

turne d his at ten tion to industrial pursui ts, and cherishe d his lo ved

idea that the Lor d was very good to him. O ccasionally he would
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wri te to e xpr ess his grati tude to God and man, and to inquir e about

friends in dif ferent loc alities, especiall y those in bonds.

The follo wing le t ters ar e specimens, and speak for themsel ves:

CLIFTON HOUSE, NIAGARA FALLS, August the 27.

DEAR BROTHER:ÑIt is wi th ple asure i tak e my pen in hand

to wri te a few lines to inf orm y ou tha t i am w ell hopeping

these f ew lines ma y f ine you the same i am long ing to he ar

fr om you and y our famil y i wish y ou would say to Julis

Anderson tha t he must r ealy excuse me for not wri ting but

i am in hopes tha t he is doing w ell. i have not he ard no

news fr om Vir gina. plese to send me all the ne ws say to Mrs.

Hunt an you also forever pr ay for me kno wing tha t God is

so good to us. i ha ve not seen br other John Dung y for 5

mon ths, but w e have corr esponded tog ether but he is doing

well in B randford. i am no w at the falls an ha ve been on her e

some time an i shall wi th the help o f the lor d loc ate m yself

somewher e this win ter an g o to school e xcuse me for not

annser your le t ter sooner knowing tha t i c annot wri te w ell

you ple ase to send me one o f the e arliest papers send me

word if an y of our friends ha ve been passing thr ough i kno w

that you are very busy but ask y our li t tle da ughter if she will

annser this le t ter f or y ou i o ften f eel tha t i c annot turn g od

thanks enoug h for his blessings tha t he has bestoue th upon

me. Say to br other suel tha t he must not f orget wha t god has

consighn to his hand, to do tha t he must pr ay in his close t

that god mig ht te ach him. say to mr . Anderson tha t i hope

he have retr ad an has seeked the lor d an found him pr ecious

to his o wn soul f or he must do i t in this w or ld f or he c annot

do i t in the w or ld to c ome, i o ften think about the morning

that i lef t your house i t w as such a sad feeling but still i ha ve

a hope in crist do y ou think i t is safe in boston m y love to all

i r emain your br other ,

STEPNEY BROWN.

BRANTFORD, March 3d, 1860.
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MR. WILLIAM STILL, D EAR SIR:ÑI now tak e the ple asure

of wri ting to y ou a few lines wri te soon hoping to f ind y ou

enjoying perf ect health, as I am the same.

My joy wi thin is so gr eat tha t I c annot f ind w ords to

expr ess it. W hen I me t wi th m y friend br other Dung y who

stoppe d at your house on his w ay to Canada af ter ha ving

a long chase after me fr om Toronto to H amilton he a t last

found me in the to wn o f Brantf ord Canada West and oug ht

we not to r eturn Almig hty God thanks f or deliv ering us fr om

the man y dangers and trials tha t beset our pa th in this

wick ed wor ld w e live in.

I have long been wanting to wri te to y ou but I en tir ely

forgot the number o f your house Mr . Dungy luckil y

happened to ha ve your dir ections wi th him.

Relig ion is g ood when w e live rig ht may God help y ou to

pray often to him tha t he mig ht r eceive you at the hour o f

your f inal depar tur e. Yours most r espectfull y.

STEPNEY BROWN, per Jas. A. Walk.

P.S. Wri te as soon as possible for I wish v ery much to

hear fr om you. I understand tha t Mrs. H unt has been to

Richmond, V a. be so kind as to ask her if she he ard anything

about tha t mone y. Give my love to all inquiring friends and

to y our famil y especiall y. I now thank God tha t I ha ve not lost

a day in sickness sinc e I came to Canada.

Kiss the bab y for me. I kno w you are busy but I hope y ou

will ha ve time to wri te a few lines to me to le t me kno w ho w

you and y our famil y are get ting on. N o mor e at pr esent, but

I am yours very trul y,

STEPNEY BROWN, per Jas. A. Walkinshaw.

BRANTFORD, Oct. 25, Õ60

DEAR SIR:ÑI tak e the ple asure of dr opping y ou a few lines,

I am yet r esiding in B rantf ord and I ha ve been to w ork all

this summer a t the falls and I ha ve got along r emarkably

well, sur ely God is good to those tha t put their trust in him
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I suppose you have been wondering wha t has become of me

but I am in the lands o f living and long to he ar fr om you

and your famil y. I would ha ve wr ote sooner , but the times

has been such in the sta tes I have not but li t tle ne ws to

send you and I Õm going to school again this win ter and will

you be ple ased to send me w ord what has become of Julius

Anderson and the r est of my friends and tell him I w ould

wri te to him if I kne w wher e to dir ect the le t ter , please send

me word whe ther an y body has been along la tel y tha t kno ws

me. I kno w tha t you are busy but y ou must tak e time and

answer this le t ter as I am anxious to he ar fr om you, but

nevertheless w e must not f orget our mak er, so we cannot

pray too much to our lor d so I hope tha t mr . Anderson

has found pe ace wi th God f or me m yself r eally appr eciate

that hope tha t I ha ve in Christ, f or I o ften f ind m yself in

my slumber wi th y ou and I hope w e will me et some da y.

Mr . Dungy sends his lo ve to y ou I suppose y ou are aware

that he is marrie d, he is luckier than I am or I must g et a

li t tle f oothold bef ore I do marr y if I e ver do. I am in a v ery

comf or table r oom all f ixed for the win ter and w e have had

one snow. May the lor d be wi th y ou and all y ou and all y our

household.

I r emain f orever your br other in Christ,

STEPNEY BROWN.
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Arrival from Maryland, 1859

JIM KELL, CHARLES HEATH, WILLIAM
CARLISLE, CHARLES RINGGOLD,
THOMAS MAXWELL, AND SAMUEL SMITH.

On the e vening o f the Four th o f July, while all w as hilari ty and

rejoicing the abo ve named very in ter esting fug itiv es arriv ed fr om

the tr oubled distric t, the Eastern shor e, of Mar yland, wher e so many

conventions had be en held the pr evious year to pr event escapes;

wher e the Rev. Samuel Green had been convicted and sent to the

peni ten tiar y for ten y ears for having a copy of Uncle T omÕs Cabin in

his humble home; wher e so many par ties, on esc aping, had the g ood

sense and cour age to secur e their f light by bring ing their mastersÕ

horses and carriag es a good w ay on their perilous journe y.

Sam had been tie d up and be at man y times se verely. William had

been strippe d naked, and fr equentl y and cruell y cowhide d. Thomas

had been clubbe d over his he ad mor e times than a f ew. Jim had been

whippe d wi th clubs and swi tches times wi thout number . Charles

had had f ive men on him a t one time, wi th c owhides, his master in

the le ad.

Charles Heath had had his he ad cut shocking ly, wi th a club, in the

hands of his master; this w ell cared-f or individual in r eferring to

his kind master , said: ÒI can give his char acter rig ht along, he w as

a perf ect devil. The nig ht w e left, he had a w oman tie d upÑGod

knows what he done. H e was always blustering, y ou could ne ver do

enough for him no ho w. First thing in the morning and last thing a t

night, you would he ar him cussingÑhe w ould cuss in be d. He was

a large farmer , all the time drunk. H e had a good deal of mone y

but not much char acter . He was a savage, bluf f, red face-looking

concern.Ó Thus, in the most earnest, as well as in an in tellig ent
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manner , Charles descri bed the man ( Aquila Cain), who had hi ther to

held him under the y oke.

James left his mother , Nancy Kell, t wo br others, Rober t and H enr y,

and t wo sisters, Mar y and Annie; all living in the neig hbor hood

whenc e he f led. Besides these, he had eig ht br others and sisters

living in Baltimor e and elsewher e, under the y oke. He was twenty-

four y ears of age, of a jet color , but o f a manl y turn. H e f led fr om

Thomas Murph y, a farmer , and regular slave-holder . Charles Heath

was twenty-f ive years of age, medium siz e, full black, a v ery keen-

looking individual.

William w as also of unmix ed blood, shr ewd and wide-a wake for his

years,Ñhad be en ground do wn under the he el of Aquila Cain. H e left

his mother and t wo sisters.

Charles Ringgold w as eighteen years of age; no whi te blood sho wed

itself in the le ast in this individual. H e f led fr om Dr . Jacob Preston,

a member o f the E piscopal Chur ch, and a pr actic al farmer wi th

twenty head of slaves. ÒHe was not so bad, but his wif e was said to

be a Ôsting er.'Ó Charles lef t his mother and fa ther behind, also f our

sisters.

Thomas w as of pur e blood, wi th a very cheerful, he alth y-looking

countenanc e,Ñt wenty-one y ears of age, and was to Òcome fr eeÓ

at t wenty-f ive, but he had too much g ood sense to r ely upon the

promises of slave-holders in ma t ters o f this kind. H e too belong ed

to Cain who, he said, w as constan tl y talking about selling, e tc. H e

lef t his fa ther and mother .

After being furnishe d wi th f ood, clothing, and fr ee tick ets, the y were

forwarded on in triumph and full o f hope.
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Sundry Arrivals, 1859

JOHN EDWARD LEE, JOHN HILLIS,
CHARLES ROSS, JAMES RYAN, WILLIAM
JOHNSTON, EDWARD WOOD, CORNELIUS
FULLER AND HIS WIFE HARRIET, JOHN
PINKET, ANSAL CANNON, AND JAMES
BROWN.

John c ame fr om Mar yland, and br ought wi th him a g ood degr ee of

pluck. H e satisf ied the Commi t tee that he full y believed in fr eedom,

and had pr oved his fai th b y his w orks, as he came in c ontact wi th

pursuers, whom he put to f light by the use o f an ug ly-looking knif e,

which he plung ed in to one o f them, pr oducing qui te a panic; the

result w as that he w as left to pursue his Under ground Rail Road

journe y wi thout fur ther molesta tion. Ther e was nothing in J ohnÕs

appearance which w ould le ad one to suppose tha t he w as a blood-

thirst y or bad man, althoug h a man of unc ommon muscular po wers;

six feet hig h, and qui te black, wi th r esolution stampe d on his

countenanc e. But when he e xplaine d how he w as enslaved by a man

named John B. Slade, of Harford Co., and how, in some w ay or other ,

he became enti tle d to his fr eedom, and just as the time arriv ed for

the c onsumma tion o f his long pr ayed-f or boon, said Slade w as about

to sell him,Ñaf ter this pr ovocation, i t w as clear enoug h to per ceive

how John came to use his knif e.

John H illis w as a tiller o f the gr ound under a wido w lady (Mrs. Louisa

Le Count), of the N ew Mar ket Distric t, Mar yland. He signif ied to

the mistr ess, that he lo ved to f ollo w the w ater , and tha t he w ould

be just as safe on water as on land, and tha t he w as disconten ted.

The wido w heard JohnÕs plausible stor y, and saw nothing amiss in
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it, so she consented tha t he should w ork on a schooner . The name

of the cr aft w as ÒMajestic.Ó The hopeful John ende avored to do his

utmost to ple ase, and was doubly happy when he le arned tha t the

ÒMajesticÓ was to make a trip to P hiladelphia. On arriving J ohnÕs eyes

were opened to see that he o wed Mrs. Le Coun t nothing, but tha t

she was largely indebte d to him f or y ears of unr equi ted toil; he c ould

not, ther efore, consent to g o back to her . He was troubled to think

of his poor wif e and childr en, whom he had lef t in the hands o f

Mrs. H arrie t Dean, thr ee quar ters o f a mile fr om New Mar ket; but

it w as easier for him to imagine plans b y which he c ould g et them

off than to incur the hazar d of going back to Mar yland; ther efore he

remained in fr eedom.

Charles Ross was clearly of the opinion tha t he w as free-born, but

that he had be en illegall y held in Sla very, as were all his br others

and sisters, b y a man named Rodgers, a farmer , living ne ar

Greensbor ough, in Car oline c ounty, Md. Very good r easons were

given by Char les for the char ge which he made against R odgers,

and i t w ent far to wards establishing the fac t, tha t Òcolor ed men had

no rig hts which whi te men w ere bound to r espect,Ó in Maryland.

Althoug h he w as only t wenty-thr ee years of age, he had full y

weighed the ma t ter o f his fr eedom, and appe ared f irml y set against

Slavery.

William Johnson w as owned by a man named John Bosley, a farmer ,

living ne ar Gun Powder N eck, Mar yland. One morning he,

unexpectedly to W illiam, ga ve him a terri ble cowhiding, which,

contr ary to the masterÕs designs, made him a f irm belie ver in the

doctrine o f imme diate aboli tion, and he thoug ht, tha t fr om tha t

hour he must do some thing against the systemÑif nothing mor e

than to g o to Canada. This de termina tion w as so strong, tha t in a

few w eeks after wards he found himself on the Under ground Rail

Road. He left one br other and one sister; his mother w as dead, and

of his fa therÕs wher eabouts he kne w nothing. W illiam w as nineteen

years of age, brown c olor , smart and good-looking.
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Edward Wood w as a Òchat telÓ from Drummersto wn, Accomac

county, Vir ginia, wher e he had been owned by a farmer , calling

himself James Whi te; a man who Òdrank har d and w as very cr abbed,Ó

and before Edward lef t owned eleven head of slaves. Edward lef t

a wif e and thr ee childr en, but the str ong desir e to be fr ee, which

had been a ruling passion o f his being fr om early boyhood, r ender ed

it impossi ble for him to sta y, althoug h the ties w ere very hard to

break. Slavery was crushing him hour ly, and he felt tha t he c ould not

submi t any longer.

Cornelius F uller , and his wif e, Harrie t, escaped tog ether fr om Kent

county, Maryland. They belong ed to separ ate masters; Cornelius, i t

was said, belonged to the Diden Esta te; his wif e to Judge Chambers,

whose Honor liv ed in Chester town. ÒHe is no man f or fr eedom, bless

you,Ó said Harrie t. ÒHe owned mor e slaves than any other man in tha t

par t o f the c ountr y; he sells sometimes, and he hir ed out a gr eat

many; would hir e them to an y kind o f a master , if he half kille d you.Ó

Cornelius and H arrie t w ere oblig ed to le ave their da ughter Ki t ty,

who w as thir teen years of age.

John Pink et and Ansal Cannon took the Under ground Rail Road cars

at New Mar ket, Dor chester c ounty, Maryland.

John w as a tall young man, o f t wenty-seven years of age, of an

activ e turn o f mind and o f a f ine black c olor . He was the pr oper ty

of Mar y Brown, a wido w, firml y grounde d in the lo ve of Slavery;

believing that a slave had no business to g et tir ed or desir e his

fr eedom. She sold one o f JohnÕs sisters to Ge orgia, and before John

f led, had still in her possession nine he ad of slaves. She was a

member o f the M ethodist chur ch at East New Mar ket. From certain

movements which look ed very suspicious in J ohnÕs eyes, he had

been allot ted to the Southern Mar ket, he ther efore resolved to look

out f or a habi tation in Canada. H e had a first-r ate corn-f ield

education, but no book le arning. Up to the time o f his escape, John

had shunne d entang ling himself wi th a wif e.

Sundr y Arriv als, 1859 | 831



Ansal was twenty-f ive years of age, well-c olor ed, and seemed lik e

a good-na tur ed and w ell-beha ved ar ticle. H e escaped fr om Ki t ty

Cannon, another wido w, who o wned nine cha t tels. ÒSometimes she

tr eated her slaves pret ty well,Ó was the testimon y of Ansal. He ran

away because he did not g et pay for his ser vices. In thus being

depriv ed of his hir e, he conclude d tha t he had no business to sta y if

he could g et away.
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Arrival from Maryland, 1859

JAMES BROWN.

A mor e giant-lik e looking passeng er than the abo ve named

individual had r arely ever passed over the r oad. He was six feet

thr ee inches hig h, and in e very respect, a man o f bone, sine w and

muscle. For one who had en joyed onl y a field handÕs privileg es for

impr ovement, he w as not to be despise d.

Jim owed service to H enr y Jones; at le ast he admi t ted tha t said

Jones claime d him, and had hir ed him out to himself f or seven

dollars per mon th. W hile this amoun t seemed lig ht, i t w as much

heavier than Jim f elt willing to me et solel y for his masterÕs benef it.

After g iving some he ed to the v oice of fr eedom wi thin, he

consider ed tha t i t behoo ved him to tr y and make his way to some

place wher e men w ere not guilt y of wr onging their neig hbors out o f

their just hir e. Having heard of the Under ground Rail Road running

to Canada, he conclude d to tak e a trip and se e the c ountr y, for

himself; so he arr anged his af fairs wi th this end in vie w, and lef t

Henr y Jones wi th one less to w ork for him f or nothing. The plac e

that he f led fr om w as called Nor th Poin t, Baltimor e county. The

number o f fellow-slaves left in the hands o f his old master , was

fif teen.
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Arrival from Delaware, 1859

EDWARD, JOHN, AND CHARLES HALL.

The above named individuals w ere brothers fr om Delaware. They

were young; the eldest being about t wenty, the youngest not far

fr om seventeen years of age.

Edward was serving on a farm, under a man name d Booth.

Perceiving tha t Booth w as Òrunning thr ough his pr oper tyÓ very fast

by hard drinking, Ed wardÕs bet ter judgmen t admonishe d him tha t

his so-c alled master w ould one da y have need of mor e rum mone y,

and tha t he mig ht not be too g ood to o ffer him in the mar ket

for wha t he w ould bring. Char les resolved tha t when his br others

crossed the line dividing Dela ware and Pennsylvania, he would not

be far behind.

The mother o f these bo ys was freed at the ag e of t wenty-eig ht,

and liv ed in W ilmington, Dela ware. It w as owing to the fac t tha t

their mother had be en fr eed tha t the y enter taine d the v ague notion

that the y too mig ht be fr eed; but i t w as a well establishe d fact tha t

thousands liv ed and die d in such a hope wi thout e ver r ealizing their

expectations. The bo ys, mor e shrewd and wide a wake than man y

others, did not he arken to such Òstuf f.Ó The two younger heard the

views of the elder br other , and expr essed a willingness to f ollo w

him. Edward, becoming satisf ied tha t wha t the y meant to do must

be done quickl y, took the le ad, and off the y star ted for a fr ee State.

John w as owned by one James B. Rodgers, a farmer , and Òa most

every kind o f man,Ó as John expr essed himself; in fac t John thoug ht

that his o wner w as such a strange, wick ed, and cr oss character tha t

he couldn Õt tell himself what he w as. Seeing tha t slaves were tr eated
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no bet ter than dogs and hogs, J ohn thoug ht tha t he w as none too

young to be taking steps to g et away.

Charles was held by James Rodgers, Sr., under whom he said tha t he

had served nine y ears wi th fain t pr ospects of some time be coming

fr ee, but when, w as doubtful.
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Arrival from Virginia, 1859

JAMES TAYLOR, ALBERT GROSS, AND
JOHN GRINAGE.

To see mere lads, not t wenty-one y ears of age, smart enoug h to

out wi t the v ery shrewdest and wisest sla ve-holders o f Vir ginia w as

very gratif ying. The y oung men c omposing this arriv al were of this

keen-sig hted or der.

James was only a li t tle turne d of t wenty, of a yellow comple xion, and

intellig ent. A tr ader, by the name o f George Ailer, professed to o wn

James. He said that he had be en used toler able well, not so bad as

many had been used. James was learning the c arpen ter tr ade; but he

was anxious to obtain his fr eedom, and f inding his t wo companions

true on the main question, in c onjunction wi th them he c ontriv ed a

plan o f escape, and Ôtook out.Õ His father and mother , Harrison and

Jane Taylor , were left at Fredericksbur g to mourn the absenc e of

their son.

Alber t w as in his t wentie th y ear, the pic tur e of good health,

not homel y by any means, althoug h not o f a fashionable c olor . He

was under the pa triar chal pr otection o f a man by the name o f

William Pric e, who c arrie d on farming in Ce cil c ounty, Maryland.

Alber t testif ied tha t he w as a bad man.

John Grinag e was only t wenty, a sprightl y, activ e young man, o f a

brown c olor . He came fr om Middle N eck, Cecil c ounty, wher e he had

served under W illiam Flin tham, a farmer .
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Sundry Arrivals from
Maryland, 1859

AND OTHER PLACES.

JAMES ANDY WILKINS, and wif e LUCINDA, with their li t tle bo y,

CHARLES, CHARLES HENRY GROSS, A WOMAN wi th her TW O

CHILDRENÑone in her armsÑ JOHN BROWN, JOHN ROACH, and

wif e LAMBY, and HENRY SMALLWOOD.

The above-name d passengers did not all c ome fr om the same

place, or exactl y at the same time; but f or the sak e of convenienc e

they are thus embr aced under a g eneral head.

James Andy Wilkins Ògave the slip Ó to a farmer, by the name o f

George Biddle, who liv ed one mile fr om Cecil, Cecil c ounty,

Mar yland. W hile he ha ted Slavery, he took a fa vorable view of his

master in some r espects at le ast, as he said that he w as a Òmoder ate

man in talk;Ó but Òsly in ac tion.Ó His master pr ovided him wi th t wo

pairs o f pantaloons in the summer , and one in the win ter , also a

win ter jack et, no v est, no c ap, or hat. James thoug ht the sum total

for the en tir e yearÕs clothing w ould not amoun t to mor e than ten

dollars. Sunday clothing he w as compelle d to pr ocur e for himself

by working o f nig hts; he made axe handles, mats, etc., o f evenings,

and caught musk r ats on Sunday, and availed himself o f their hides

to pr ocur e means for his most pr essing wants. Besides these li beral

privileg es his master w as in the habi t o f allowing him t wo whole

days every harvest, and at Christmas fr om t wenty-f ive cents to as

high as thr ee dollars and f if ty cents, were lavished upon him.

His master w as a bachelor, a man of consider able means, and

Òkept toler able good company,Ó and only owned t wo other sla ves,

Rachel Ann Dumbson and John Pric e.
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Lucinda, the c ompanion o f James, was twenty-one y ears of age,

good-looking, w ell-f orme d and of a br own c olor . She spoke of a man

named George Ford as her owner . He, however, was said to be of

the Òmoder ate classÓ of slave-holders; Lucinda being the onl y slave

proper ty he possessed, and she came to him thr ough his wif e (who

was a Methodist ). The master w as an outsider , so far as the Chur ch

was concerned. Once in a gr eat while Lucinda w as allowed to g o to

chur ch, when she c ould be spar ed fr om her dail y routine o f cooking,

washing, etc. Twic e a week she was permi t ted the spe cial favor o f

seeing her husband. These simple priv ations not being o f a grave

character , no serious fa ult w as found wi th them; y et Lucinda w as

not wi thout a str ong gr ound o f complain t. Not long bef ore escaping,

she had been thr eatened wi th the a uction-block; this fa te she f elt

bound to a vert, if possi ble, and the w ay she aimed to do i t w as

by escaping on the Under ground Rail Road. Charley, a brig ht li t tle

fellow onl y thr ee years of age, was Òconten ted and happ yÓ enough.

Lucinda lef t her fa ther , Moses Edgar Wrig ht, and t wo br others, both

slaves. One belonged to ÒFrancis Crookshanks,Ó and the other to

Capt. Jim Mi tchell. H er mother , who w as known b y the name o f

Betsy Wrig ht, escaped when she (Lucinda ) was seven years of age.

Of her wher eabouts nothing fur ther had e ver been heard. Lucinda

enter taine d str ong hopes tha t she mig ht f ind her in Canada.

Charles Henr y Gross began lif e in Mar yland, and w as made to bear

the he at and bur den of the da y in Baltimor e, under H enr y Slaughter ,

proprie tor o f the Ariel S teamer. Owing to har d tr eatmen t, Char les

was induced to f ly to Canada for r efuge.

A woman wi th t wo childr en, one in her arms, and the other t wo

years of age (names, etc., not r ecorded), came fr om the Distric t o f

Columbia. M other and childr en, appealed loudl y for sympa th y.

John Brown, being a t the be ck of a man f illing the si tuation o f

a common cler k (in the shoe stor e of McGrunders ), became

dissatisf ied. Asking himself wha t rig ht Benjamin Thorn (his

professed master ) had to his hir e, he was led to see the in justic e

838 | The Under ground Railr oad



of his master , and made up his mind, tha t he w ould le ave by the

first tr ain, if he c ould g et a genuine tick et vi‰the Under ground Rail

Road. He found an agent and soon had ma t ters all f ixed. He left his

father , mother and se ven sisters and one br other , all slaves. John

was a man small of statur e, dark, wi th homel y featur es, but he w as

very determine d to g et away fr om oppr ession.

John and L amby Roach had been eating bi t ter br ead under bondag e

near Seaford. John w as the so-c alled pr oper ty of Joshua OÕBear,

Òa fractious, har d-sw earing man, and when mad w ould hi t one o f

his slaves with an ything he c ould g et in his hands. Ó John and his

companion made the long journe y on f oot. The f ormer had be en

tr ained to farm labor and the c ommon drudg ery of slave lif e. Being a

man of thir ty-thr ee years of age, wi th mor e than or dinar y abili ties,

he had given the ma t ter o f his bondag e consider able thoug ht, and

seeing tha t his master Ògot w orse the older he g ot,Ó together wi th

the fac t, tha t his wif e had recentl y been sold, he w as strongly stirr ed

to mak e an effor t f or Canada. While i t w as a fact, tha t his wif e had

already been sold, as above stated, the chang e of ownership w as

not to tak e place for some mon ths, consequentl y John Òtook out in

a hurr y.ÓHis wif e was the pr oper ty of Dr . Shipley, of Seaford, who

had occasion to r aise some money for which he ga ve securi ty in

the shape o f this wif e and mother . Horsey was the name o f the

gentleman fr om whom i t w as said that he obtaine d the fa vor; so

when the time w as up for the pa yment to be made, the Dr . was not

prepared. Horsey, ther efore, claimed the c ollater al (the wif e) and

thus she had to me et the issue, or mak e a timel y escape to Canada

wi th her husband. N o way but w alking w as open to them. De ciding

to c ome this w ay, they pr osecute d their journe y wi th unc ommon

perseverance and success. Both were comf or ted by str ong fai th in

God, and belie ved tha t H e would enable them to hold out on the

road until the y should r each friends.

Henr y Smallwood saw tha t he w as working every day for nothing,

and thoug ht tha t he w ould do be t ter . He descri bed his master

(Washington Bonaf ont) as a sort o f a rowdy, who dr ank pr et ty hard,
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leaving a very unfavorable impr ession on H enr yÕs mind, as he f elt

almost sur e such conduc t w ould le ad to a sale at no distan t day.

So he was cautious enoug h to Òtake the hin t in time. Ó Henr y lef t in

company wi th nine others; but af ter being t wo days on the journe y

they were route d and separated by their pursuers. A t this poin t

Henr y lost all tr ace of the r est. He heard after wards that t wo of

them had be en captur ed, but r eceived no fur ther tidings o f the

others. H enr y was a fine r epresentativ e for Canada; a tall, dar k, and

manly-looking individual, thir ty-six y ears of age. He left his fa ther

and mother behind.
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Arrival from Richmond, 1859

HENRY JONES AND TURNER FOSTER.

Henr y was left fr ee by the will o f his mistr ess (Elizabeth Mann ),

but the heirs w ere making desper ate ef for ts to o verturn this

instrumen t. Of this, ther e was so much danger wi th a Richmond

cour t, tha t H enr y feared tha t the chanc es were against him; tha t

the c our t w as not honest enoug h to do him justic e. Being a man of

marked nativ e foresight, he c onclude d tha t the less he talk ed about

fr eedom and the mor e he acted the sooner he w ould be out o f his

dif f iculties. H e was called upon, ho wever, to set tle c ertain minor

mat ters, bef ore he could see his way clear to mo ve in the dir ection

of Canada; for instanc e, he had a wif e on his mind to dispose o f

in some w ay, but ho w he could not tell. Again, he w as not in the

secret o f the Under ground Rail Road movement; he kne w tha t man y

got o ff, but ho w the y managed i t he w as ignor ant. I f he could set tle

these t wo poin ts satisfac toril y, he thoug ht tha t he w ould be willing

to endur e any sacrif ice for the sak e of his fr eedom. He found an

agent o f the Under ground Rail Road, and after surmoun ting v arious

dif f iculties, this poin t w as set tle d. As good luck w ould ha ve it, his

wif e, who w as a free woman, althoug h she heard the secret wi th

great sorr ow, had the g ood sense to r egard his step f or the best, and

thus he w as free to contend wi th all other dang ers on the w ay.

He encounter ed the usual suf fering, and on his arriv al

experienc ed the w onted pleasure. He was a man of for ty-one y ears

of age, spare made, wi th str aight hair , and Indian c omple xion, wi th

the I ndian Õs aversion to Sla very.

Turner , who w as a fellow-passenger wi th H enr y, arriv ed also fr om

Richmond. H e was about t wenty-one, a brig ht, smar t, pr epossessing

young man. H e f led fr om A.A. Mosen, a lawyer, represented to be
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one of the f irst in the ci ty, and a firm belie ver in Slavery. Turner

dif fered widel y wi th his master wi th r eference to this question,

althoug h, for pruden tial r easons, he chose not to g ive his opinion to

said Mosen.
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Arrival from Maryland

TWO YOUNG MOTHERS, EACH WITH
BABES IN THEIR ARMSÑANNA
ELIZABETH YOUNG AND SARAH JANE
BELLÑWHIPPED TILL THE BLOOD
FLOWED.

The appearance of these y oung mothers a t f irst pr oduced a sudden

degree of pleasure, but their stor y of suf fering qui te as suddenl y

caused the most painful r ef lections. I t w as hardly possible to listen

to their tales o f outr age and wr ong wi th c omposur e. Both came

fr om Kent county, Maryland, and r epor ted tha t the y f led fr om a man

by the name o f Massey; a man of low statur e, light-c omple xione d,

wi th dar k hair , dark eyes, and very quick temper; g iven to har d

swearing as a common pr actic e; also, that the said Masse y had a

wif e, who w as a very tall w oman, wi th blue e yes, chestnut-c olor ed

hair , and a very bad temper; tha t, conjoin tl y, Massey and his wif e

were in the habi t o f meting out cruel punishmen t to their sla ves,

wi thout r egard to age or sex, and tha t the y themsel ves, (Anna

Elizabeth and Sar ah Jane), had received repeated scour gings at the

hands of their master . Anna and Sarah were respectiv ely t wenty-

four and t wenty-f ive years of age; Anna was of a dark chestnut c olor ,

while Sar ah was two shades lighter; both had g ood manners, and a

fair shar e of in tellig ence, which af forded a hopeful futur e for them

in fr eedom. Each had a babe in her arms.

Sarah had been a marrie d woman f or thr ee years; her child, a bo y,

was eight mon ths old, and w as named Garr et t Bell. Elizabe thÕs child

was a gir l, nine teen mon ths old, and name d Sarah Catharine Y oung.

Elizabeth had ne ver been marrie d. They had liv ed wi th Massey f ive
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years up to the last Mar ch prior to their esc ape, having been boug ht

out o f the Baltimor e slave-pen, wi th the understanding tha t the y

were to be fr ee at the e xpir ation o f f ive yearsÕ service under him. The

five years had mor e than expir ed, but no hope or sign o f fr eedom

appeared. On the other hand, Masse y was talking loudl y of selling

them again. Thr eats and f ears were so horrif ying to them, tha t the y

could not stand i t; this w as what pr ompte d them to f lee. ÒAs often as

six or seven times,Ó said Elizabeth, ÒI have been whippe d by master ,

once wi th the c arriag e whip, and a t other times wi th a r aw hide

tr ace. The last f logging I r eceived fr om him, w as about f our w eeks

before last Christmas; he then tie d me up to a locust tr ee standing

before the door , and whippe d me to his sa tisfac tion.Ó

Sarah had far ed no be t ter than Elizabe th, according to her

testimon y. ÒThr ee times,Ó said she, ÒI have been tie d up; the last time

was in plan ting c orn-time, this y ear. My clothing w as all strippe d

off above my waist, and then he whippe d me till the blood r an

down to m y heels.Ó Her back w as lacerated all over. She had been

ploug hing wi th t wo horses, and unf or tuna tel y had lost a hook out

of her ploug h; this, she de clared was the head and fr ont o f her

offending, nothing mor e. Thus, after all their suf fering, ut ter ly

penniless, the y reached the Commi t tee, and were in every respect,

in a si tuation to c all for the de epest commiser ation. The y were

helped and were thankful.

844 | The Under ground Railr oad



Arrival from Maryland,
Virginia, and the District of
Columbia

JOHN WESLEY SMITH, ROBERT MURRAY,
SUSAN STEWART, AND JOSEPHINE SMITH.

Daniel H uber t w as fat tening on J ohn WesleyÕs earnings c ontr ary

to his, JohnÕs, idea of rig ht. For a long time J ohn faile d to see the

remedy, but as he gr ew older and wiser the sc ales fell fr om his

eyes and he per ceived tha t the Under ground Rail Road ran near

his masterÕs place, Cambridg e, Md., and by a very li t tle ef for t and

a large degree of cour age and perseverance he mig ht manage to

get out o f Mar yland and on to Canada, wher e slave-holders had

no mor e rig hts than other pe ople. These r ef lections c ame seriousl y

into JohnÕs mind a t about the ag e of t wenty-six; being about this

time thr eatened wi th the a uction-block he bade sla very good-nig ht,

jumped in to the Under ground Rail Road car and o ff he hurrie d for

Pennsylvania. His mother , Betsy, one br other , and one sister w ere

lef t in the hands o f Huber t. John Wesley could pr ay for them and

wish them w ell, but nothing mor e.

Rober t Murr ay became tr oubled in mind about his fr eedom while

living in London c ounty, Vir ginia, under the he el of Eliza Brooks,

a wido w w oman, who use d him bad, ac cording to his testimon y.

He had been Òknocked about a g ood deal.Ó A short while bef ore he

f led, he stated tha t he had be en beat brutall y, so much so tha t

the ide a of escape was beat in to him. H e had never bef ore felt as

if he dar ed hope to tr y to g et out o f bondag e, but sinc e then his

mind had under gone such a sudden and po werful chang e, he began
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to f eel tha t nothing c ould hold him in V ir ginia; the plac e became

hateful to him. H e looked upon a slave-holder as a kind o f a living,

walking, talking ÒSatan, going about as a r oaring lion se eking whom

he may destr oy.Ó He left his wif e, wi th one child; her name w as

Nancy Jane, and the name o f the o ffspring w as Elizabeth. As Rober t

had possessed but r are privileg es to visi t his wif e, he felt i t less a

trial to le ave than if i t had be en other wise. William Seedam owned

the wif e and child.

Susan Stewart and Josephine Smi th f led tog ether fr om the Distric t

of Columbia. Running a way had been for a long time a fa vori te ide a

wi th Susan, as she had suffered much a t the hands o f dif ferent

masters. The main c ause of her f light w as to keep fr om being sold

again; for she had be en recentl y thr eatened by Henr y Harley, who

Òfollo wed dr oving,Ó and not being rich, at any time when he mig ht

be in w ant o f mone y she felt tha t she mig ht have to go. When a gir l

only t welve years of age, her young mind str ongly revolte d against

being a slave, and at tha t youthful period she trie d her f or tune

at running a way. While she w as never caught by her o wners, she

had the misf or tune to fall in to the hands o f another sla veholder no

bet ter than her old master , indeed she thoug ht tha t she f ound i t

even worse under him, so far as se vere f loggings were concerned.

Susan was of a brig ht br own c olor , medium siz e, quick and ac tiv e

intelle ctuall y and ph ysically, and althoug h she had suf fered much

fr om Slavery, as she was not far ad vanced in y ears, she might still do

something f or herself. She lef t no ne ar kin tha t she w as aware of.

Josephine f led fr om Miss Anna Maria W arr en, who had pr eviousl y

been der anged fr om the ef fects of par alysis. Josephine r egarded this

period o f her mistr essÕ sickness as her opportuni ty for planning to

get away before her mistr ess came to her senses.
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Sundry Arrivals from
Maryland and Virginia

HENRY FIELDS, CHARLES RINGGOLD,
WILLIAM RINGGOLD, ISAAC NEWTON
AND JOSEPH THOMAS.

[ÒFive other c ases were at tende d to b y Dill wyn Parish and J.C.

Whi teÓÑother than this no note w as made of them.]

Henr y Fields took the benef it o f the Under ground Rail Road at the

age of eighteen. He f led fr om the neig hbor hood o f Por t Deposi t

while being Òbroke inÓ by a man named Washington Glasb y, who

was wicked enough to claim him as his pr oper ty, and was also about

to sell him. This cha t tel w as of a lig ht yellow comple xion, he arty-

looking and wide a wake.

Charles Ringgold took o ffence at being whippe d lik e a dog, and

the pr ospect o f being sold fur ther South; c onsequentl y in a hig h

state o f men tal dr ead of the pe culiar insti tution, he c onclude d tha t

fr eedom w as wor th suf fering f or, and althoug h he w as as yet under

twenty years of age, he determine d not to r emain in P err ymanville,

Mar yland, to w ear the chains o f Slavery for the espe cial benef it o f

his slave-holding master ( whose name w as inadverten tl y omi t ted).

William Ringg old f led fr om Henr y Wallace, of Baltimor e. A part o f

the time W illiam said he Òhad had it pr et ty rough, and a par t o f the

time kinder smooth, Ó but never had had ma t ters to his sa tisfac tion.

Just before deciding to mak e an adventur e on the Under ground

Rail Road his owner had be en talking o f selling him. Under the

apprehension tha t this thr eat w ould pr ove no joke, Henr y began to
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stud y what he had be t ter do to be sa ved fr om the ja ws of hungr y

negro tr aders. It w as not long bef ore he came to the c onclusion

that he had best strik e out upon a v entur e in a Nor thern dir ection,

and do the best he c ould to g et as far away as possible fr om the

impending dang er thr eatened by Mr . Wallace. After a long and

weary tr avel on f oot b y nig ht, he f ound himself a t Columbia, wher e

friends o f the Under ground Rail Road assisted him on to

Philadelphia. H ere his necessary wants were met, and dir ections

given him ho w to r each the land o f r efuge, wher e he would be out

of the w ay of all slave-holders and sla ve-tr aders. Six of his br others

had been sold; his mother w as still in bondag e in Baltimor e.

Isaac Newton haile d fr om Richmond, V ir ginia. He professed to be

only thir ty years of age, but he seemed to be much older . While he

had had an easy time in sla very, he preferr ed tha t his master should

work for himself, as he f elt tha t i t w as his bounden dut y to look

after number one; so he did not hesi tate about le aving his si tuation

vacant f or any one who mig ht desir e it, whe ther whi te or black, but

made a successful Òtook out.Ó

Joseph Thomas w as doing the w ork of a so-c alled master in Princ e

GeorgeÕs county, Maryland. For some c ause or other the alarm o f the

auction-block w as sounded in his e ars, which a t f irst distr acted him

greatl y; upon sober r ef lection i t w orked greatl y to his ad vantage.

It set him to thinking seriousl y on the subje ct o f imme diate

emancipa tion, and wha t a miser able hard lot o f i t he should ha ve

thr ough lif e if he did not Òpick up Ó cour age and resolution to g et

beyond the terr or o f slave-holders; so under these r ef lections he

found his ner ves gathering str ength, his f ears leaving him, and he

was ready to v entur e on the Under ground Rail Road. He came

thr ough wi thout an y serious dif f icult y. He left his fa ther and mother ,

Shadrach and Lucinda Thomas.
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Arrival from Seaford, 1859

ROBERT BELL AND TWO OTHERS.

Rober t c ame fr om Seaford, wher e he had served under Char les

Wrig ht, a farmer , of consider able means, and the o wner o f a number

of slaves, over whom he w as accustome d to rule wi th much rig or.

Althoug h Rober tÕs master had a wif e and f ive childr en, the lo ve

which R ober t bor e them w as too w eak to hold him; and w ell adapte d

as the system o f Slavery mig ht be to r ender him happ y in the ser vice

of young and old masters, i t w as insuf f icien t f or him. R ober t f ound

no r est under Mr . Wrig ht; no privileg es, scantil y clad, poor f ood, and

a heavy yoke, was the polic y of this Òsuperior .Ó Rober t testif ied, tha t

for the last f ive years, mat ters had be en growing w orse and w orse;

that times had ne ver been so bad before. Of nig hts, under the ne w

regime, the sla ves were locked up and not allo wed to g o anywher e;

f logging, selling, e tc., w ere of every-da y occurr ence thr oughout the

neighbor hood. Finall y, Rober t became sick o f such tr eatmen t, and

he found tha t the spiri t o f Canada and fr eedom w as uppermost in

his heart. Slavery grew black er and black er, until he r esolved to Òpull

up stakesÓ upon a ventur e. The motion w as right, and succeeded.

Two other passeng ers were at the sta tion a t the same time, but

they had to be f orwarded wi thout being other wise notic ed on the

book.
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Arrival from Taps' Neck,
MD., 1859

LEWIS WILSON, JOHN WATERS, ALFRED
EDWARDS AND WILLIAM QUINN.

LewisÕ grey hairs signif ied tha t he had be en for man y years plodding

under the y oke. He was about f if ty years of age, well set, not tall, but

he had about him the mar ks of a substan tial labor er. He had been

brought up on a farm under H. L ynch, whom Le wis descri bed as Òa

mean man when drunk, and v ery severe on his slaves.Ó The number

that he rule d over as his pr oper ty, was about t wenty. Said Lewis,

about t wo years ago, he shot a fr ee man, and the man die d about

two hours af ter wards; for this o ffence he was not even imprisone d.

Lynch also trie d to cut the thr oat o f John Waters, and suc ceeded

in making a frig htful gash on his lef t shoulder ( mark shown), which

mark he will c arr y wi th him to the gr ave; for this he w as not even

sued. Lewis lef t f ive childr en in bondag e, Horace, John, Georgiana,

Louisa and Louis, Jr ., owned by Bazil and John Benson.

John w as for ty years of age, dark, medium siz e, and another o f

LynchÕs Òarticles.Ó He left his wif e Anna, but no childr en; i t w as hard

to le ave her, but he f elt tha t i t w ould be still har der to liv e and die

under the usag e that he had experienc ed on LynchÕs farm.

Alfr ed was twenty-t wo years of age; he was of a full dar k color ,

and qui te smar t. He f led fr om John Bryant, a farmer . Whether he

deserved i t or not, Alfr ed gave him a bad char acter , at le ast, wi th

regard to the tr eatmen t o f his slaves. He left his fa ther and mother ,

six br others and sisters. T raveling under doubts and f ears wi th the

thoug ht o f leaving a lar ge famil y of his ne arest and dearest friends,

850 | Arriv al fr om Taps' Neck, MD.,
1859



was far fr om being a ple asant under taking wi th Alfr ed, yet he bor e

up under the trial and arriv ed in pe ace.

ÒWilliam is t wenty-t wo, black, tall, in tellig ent, and ac tiv e,Ó are the

words of the r ecord.
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Arrival from Maryland, 1859

ANN MARIA JACKSON AND HER SEVEN
CHILDRENÑMARY ANN, WILLIAM HENRY,
FRANCES SABRINA, WILHELMINA, JOHN
EDWIN, EBENEZER THOMAS, AND
WILLIAM ALBERT.

The coming o f the abo ve

named was duly announc ed by Thomas Garr et t:

WILMIN GTON, 11th mo., 21st, 1858.

DEAR FRIENDSÑMcKIM AND STILL:Ñ I wri te to inf orm

you tha t on the 16th o f this mon th, w e passed on f our able

bodied men to P ennsylvania, and the y were follo wed last

night by a woman and her six childr en, fr om thr ee or f our

years of age, up to sixte en years, I belie ve the whole

belonged to the same esta te, and the y were to have been

sold at public sale, I w as informe d yesterday, but pr eferr ed

seeking their o wn master; w e had some tr ouble in g et ting

those last saf e along, as they could not tr avel far on f oot,

and could not safely cr oss any of the bridg es on the c anal,
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either on f oot or in c arriag e. A man left her e two days since,

wi th c arriag e, to me et them this side o f the c anal, but o wing

to spies the y did not r each him till 10 o Õclock last nig ht; this

morning he r eturne d, having seen them about one or t wo

oÕclock this morning in a se cond c arriag e, on the bor der o f

Chester c ounty, wher e I think the y are all safe, if the y can

be kept fr om Philadelphia. I f you see them the y can tell their

own tales, as I ha ve seen one o f them. Ma y He, who f eeds the

ravens, care for them. Y ours,

THOS. GARRETT.

The f ir e of fr eedom ob viousl y burne d wi th no or dinar y fervor in the

breast of this sla ve mother , or she never w ould ha ve ventur ed wi th

the bur den of seven childr en, to escape from the hell o f Slavery.

Ann Maria w as about f or ty years of age, good-looking, ple asant

countenanc e, and of a chestnut c olor , height me dium, and in telle ct

above the average. Her bearing w as humble, as mig ht have been

expected, fr om the fac t tha t she emer ged fr om the lo west depths

of Delaware Slavery. During the F all prior to her esc ape, she lost

her husband under most tr ying cir cumstanc es: he died in the poor -

house, a raving maniac. Tw o of his childr en had been taken fr om

their mother b y her o wner , as was usual wi th slave-holders, which

preyed so severely on the poor fa therÕs mind tha t i t dr ove him in to

a state o f hopeless insani ty. He was a Òfree manÓ in the eye of

Delaware laws, yet he w as not allo wed to e xercise the le ast authori ty

over his childr en.

Prior to the time tha t the t wo childr en were taken fr om their

mother , she had been allowed to liv e wi th her husband and childr en,

independen tl y of her master , by suppor ting herself and them wi th

the whi te-w ash brush, w ash-tub, e tc. For this privileg e the mother

doubtless w orked wi th double ener gy, and the master , in all

probabili ty, was largely the gainer , as the childr en were no expense

to him in their infanc y; but when the y began to be old enoug h

to hir e out, or bring hig h pric es in the mar ket, he snatche d away

two of the f inest ar ticles, and the po werless father w as immediatel y
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render ed a fit subject f or the mad-house; but the br ave hearted

mother look ed up to God, r esolved to w ait patien tl y until in a g ood

Providenc e the w ay mig ht open to esc ape wi th her r emaining

childr en to Canada.

Year in and y ear out she had suf fered to pr ovide f ood and r aiment

for her li t tle ones. Man y times in g oing out to do da ysÕ work she

would be c ompelle d to le ave her childr en, not kno wing whe ther

during her absenc e they would fall vic tims to f ir e, or be carrie d off

by the master . But she possessed a well trie d fai th, which in her

f light kept her fr om despondenc y. Under her f ormer lot she sc arcely

murmur ed, but de clared tha t she had ne ver been at ease in Slavery

a day after the bir th o f her f irst-born. The desir e to go to some

part o f the w or ld wher e she could ha ve the c ontr ol and c omf or t o f

her childr en, had always been a prevailing ide a wi th her . ÒIt almost

broke my heart,Ó she said, Òwhen he came and took m y childr en

away as soon as they were big enoug h to hand me a drink o f water .

My husband w as always very kind to me, and I had o ften w anted him

to run a way wi th me and the childr en, but I c ould not g et him in

the notion; he did not f eel tha t he c ould, and so he sta yed, and die d

broken-he arted, cr azy. I was owned by a man named Joseph Brown;

he owned pr oper ty in Milf ord, and he had a plac e in Vicksbur g, and

some of his time he spends ther e, and some of the time he liv es

in Milf ord. This Fall he said he w as going to tak e four o f my oldest

childr en and t wo other ser vants to V icksbur g. I just happene d to

hear of this ne ws in time. M y master w as wanting to k eep me in the

dark about taking them, f or f ear tha t some thing mig ht happen. M y

master is v ery sly; he is a tall, slim man, wi th a smooth fac e, bald

head, light hair , long and sharp nose, sw ears very hard, and drinks.

He is a widower, and is rich.Ó

On the r oad the poor mother , wi th her tr avel-w orn childr en

became desperatel y alarme d, fearing tha t the y were betr ayed. But

God had pr ovided bet ter things f or her; her str ength and hope w ere

soon full y restor ed, and she was lucky enoug h to fall in to the rig ht

hands. It w as a special ple asure to aid such a mother . Her arriv al in

Canada was announced by Rev. H. Wilson as follo ws:
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NIAGARA CITY, Nov. 30th, 1858.

DEAR BRO. STILL:ÑI am happ y to inf orm y ou tha t Mrs.

Jackson and her in ter esting famil y of seven childr en arriv ed

safe and in g ood health and spiri ts at m y house in St.

Catharines, on Sa tur day evening last. W ith sinc ere pleasure

I pr ovided for them c omf or t quar ters till this morning, when

they lef t f or Toronto. I g ot them c onveyed ther e at half far e,

and gave them le t ters o f in tr oduc tion to Thomas H enning,

Esq., and Mrs. Dr . Willis, trusting tha t the y will be be t ter

cared for in T oronto than the y could be a t St. Catharines.

We have so many coming to us w e think i t best f or some

of them to pass on to other plac es. My wif e gave them all a

good suppl y of clothing bef ore they lef t us. James Henr y, an

older son is, I think, not far fr om St. Catharine, but has not

as yet r euni ted wi th the famil y. Faithfull y and trul y yours,

HIRAM WILSON.
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Sundry Arrivals from
Virginia, Maryland and
Delaware

LEWIS LEE, ENOCH DAVIS, JOHN BROWN,
THOMAS EDWARD DIXON, AND WILLIAM
OLIVER.

Slavery br ought about man y radical changes, some in one w ay and

some in another . Lewis Lee was entir ely too whi te f or pr actic al

purposes. The y trie d to g et him to c onten t himself under the y oke,

but he c ould not se e the poin t. A man by the name o f William

Watkins, living ne ar Fairfax, V ir ginia, claime d Lewis, having c ome by

his ti tle thr ough marriag e. Title or no ti tle, Lewis thoug ht tha t he

would not ser ve him f or nothing, and tha t he had be en hood wink ed

already a great while long er than he should ha ve allowed himself

to be. Watkins had manag ed to k eep him in the dar k and doing

hard work on the no-pa y system up to the ag e of t wenty-f ive. In

LewisÕ opinion, it w as now time to Òstrik e out on his o wn hook;Ó he

took his last look o f Watkins (he w as a tall, slim f ellow, a farmer ,

and a hard drink er), and made the f irst step in the dir ection o f the

Nor th. H e was sure that he w as about as whi te as anybody else,

and tha t he had as good a rig ht to pass f or whi te as the whi te

folks, so he decided to do so wi th a hig h head and a fearless front.

Instead of skulking in the w oods, in thick ets and sw amps, under

cover of the dar kness, he would boldl y appr oach a hotel and c all

for accommoda tions, as any other southern g entleman. H e had a

li t tle mone y, and he soon disc overed tha t his c olor w as perfectl y

or thodo x. He said that he w as Òtreated f irst-r ate in W ashington and

Baltimor e;Ó he could r ecommend both o f these ci ties. But desti tute
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of education, and c oming among str angers, he was conscious tha t

the shr eds of slavery were still to be se en upon him. H e had,

mor eover, no in ten tion o f diso wning his orig in when onc e he could

feel safe in assuming his true sta tus. So as he was in need of friends

and material aid, he soug ht out the V igilanc e Commi t tee, and on

close examination the y had every reason to belie ve his stor y

thr oughout, and ga ve him the usual benef it.

Enoch Davis came fr om wi thin f ive miles o f Baltimor e, having been

held by one James Armstr ong, Òan old gr ey-he aded man,Ó and a

farmer , living on H uxto wn Road. Judged fr om DavisÕ stand-point,

the old master c ould ne ver be r ecommende d, unless some one

wanted a very hard place and a severe master . Upon inquir y, it w as

ascertaine d tha t Enoch w as moved to le ave on account o f the Òriot, Ó

(John BrownÕs HarperÕs Ferr y raid), which he f eared would r esult

in the sale o f a good man y slaves, himself among the number; he,

ther efore, Òlaid down the sho vel and the hoe,Ó and quit the plac e.

John Brown (this w as an adopted name, the orig inal one not being

preserved), lef t to g et rid o f his c onnection wi th Thomas Stevens,

a grocer, living in Baltimor e. John, ho wever, did not liv e in the

ci ty wi th said Stevens, but on the farm ne ar FrederickÕs Mills,

Montgomer y county, Maryland. This plac e was known b y the name

of ÒWhi te H all Farm;Ó and was under the super vision o f James

Edward Stevens, a son of the abo ve-name d Stevens. JohnÕs reasons

for le aving w ere not note d on the book, but his e agerness to r each

Canada spoke louder than w ords, signif ying tha t the gr eater the

distanc e that separ ated him fr om the old ÒWhi te H all FarmÓ the

bet ter .

Thomas Edward Dix on arriv ed fr om near the T rap, in Delaware. He

was only about eig hteen years of age, but as tall as a man o f or dinar y

height;Ñdar k, wi th a ple asant countenanc e. He repor ted tha t he

had had tr ouble wi th a man kno wn b y the name o f Thomas W.M.

McCracken, who had tr eated him Òbad;Ó as Thomas thought tha t

such tr ouble and bad tr eatmen t mig ht be o f fr equent oc curr ence,
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he conclude d tha t he had be t ter g o away and let M cCracken get

somebody else to f ill his plac e, if he did not choose to f ill i t himself.

So off Thomas star ted, and as if by instinc t, he c ame dir ect to the

Commi t tee. He passed a good examination and w as aided.

William Oliv er, a dark, well-made, y oung man wi th the best o f

countr y manners, f led fr om Mrs. Marshall, a lad y living in Princ e

GeorgeÕs county, Maryland. William had r ecentl y been in the habi t

of hiring his time a t the r ate o f ten dollars per mon th, and f ind

himself e verything. The privileg e of living in Ge orgetown had be en

vouchsafed him, and he pr eferr ed this loc ality to his c ountr y

situation. Upon the whole he said he had be en tr eated pr et ty well.

He was, nevertheless, afr aid tha t times w ere growing Òvery cri tic al,Ó

and as he had a pr et ty good chanc e, he thoug ht he had be t ter mak e

use of i t, and his arr angements were wisely made. He had reached

his t wenty-sixth y ear, and was apparentl y well set tle d. He left one

child, Jane Oliver, owned by Mrs. Marshall.

858 | The Under ground Railr oad



Arrival from Different Points

JACOB BROWN, JAMES HARRIS,
BENJAMIN PINEY, JOHN SMITH, ANDREW
JACKSON, WILLIAM HUGHES, WESLEY
WILLIAMS, ROSANNA JOHNSON, JOHN
SMALLWOOD, AND HENRY TOWNSEND.

Jacob Brown w as eating the br ead of Slavery in N or th Car olina. A

name-sak e of his b y the name o f Lewis Brown, living in W ashington,

according to the sla ve code of tha t ci ty had Jacob in f et ters, and

was exercising about the same c ontr ol over him tha t he exercised

over cat tle and horses. W hile this mig ht have been a pleasure for

the master , it w as painful f or the sla ve. The usage which Jacob had

ordinaril y received made him an ything but c onten ted.

At the ag e of t wenty, he resolved tha t he w ould run a way if i t cost

him his lif e. This purpose w as made known to a c aptain, who w as

in the habi t o f bring ing passengers fr om the South to P hiladelphia.

With an un wavering fai th he took his appoin ted place in a priv ate

par t o f the v essel, and as fast as wind and tide w ould bring the boa t

he was wafted on his w ay Canada-w ard. Jacob was a dark man, and

about full siz e, wi th hope lar ge.

James Harris esc aped fr om Delaware. A whi te w oman, Catharine

Odine b y name, living ne ar Middle town, claime d James as her man;

but James did not c are to w ork for her on the unr equi ted labor

system. He resolved to tak e the f irst tr ain on the Under ground Rail

Road tha t mig ht pass tha t w ay. It w as not a gr eat while er e he

was accommoda ted, and was brought safely to Philadelphia. The

regular examination w as made and he passed cr edi tabl y. He was

descri bed in the book as a man o f yellow comple xion, good-looking,
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and in tellig ent. Af ter due assistanc e, he was regular ly forwarded on

to Canada. This w as in the mon th o f November , 1856. After wards

nothing mor e was heard of him, un til the r eceipt o f the f ollo wing

let ter fr om Prof. L.D. Mansf ield, showing tha t he had be en reuni ted

to his wif e, under amusing, as w ell as touching cir cumstanc es:

AUBURN, Dec. 15th, Õ56.

DEAR BRO. STILL:ÑA very pleasant cir cumstanc e has

brought you to mind, and I am al ways happy to be r eminde d

of you, and of the v ery agreeable, thoug h brief ac quain tanc e

which w e made at Philadelphia t wo years since. Last

Thursda y evening, while a t m y weekly pr ayer meeting, our

exercises were interrupte d by the appe arance of Bro.

Loguen, o f Syracuse, who had c ome on wi th Mrs. H arris

in search of her husband, whom he had sen t to m y care

thr ee weeks before. I told B ro. L. that no such man had be en

at m y house, and I kne w nothing o f him. B ut I dismisse d

the me eting, and w ent wi th him imme diatel y to the Afric an

Chur ch, wher e the c olor ed br ethr en were holding a me eting.

Bro. L. looked thr ough the door , and the f irst person whom

he saw w as Harris. H e was called out, when Loguen said, in

a rather r eproving and e xci ted tone, ÒWhat ar e you doing

here; didn Õt I tell you to be o ff to Canada? DonÕt you kno w

they are after y ou? Come get your ha t, and c ome wi th us,

weÕll take care of you.Ó The poor fellow w as by this time

thor oughly frig htened, and r eally thoug ht he had be en

pursue d. We conduc ted him ne arly a mile, to the hotel

wher e his wif e was waiting f or him, le aving him still under

the impr ession tha t he w as pursued and tha t w e were

conduc ting him to a plac e of safety, or w ere going to bo x him

up to send him to Canada. B ro. L. opened the door o f the

parlor , and in tr oduced him; but he w as so frig htened tha t

he did not kno w his wif e at f irst, un til she c alled him James,

when the y had a very joyful me eting. She is no w a servant

in m y famil y, and he has work, and doing w ell, and boar ds
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wi th her . We shall do all w e can for them, and te ach them to

read and wri te, and ende avor to plac e them in a c ondi tion

to tak e care of themsel ves. Loguen had a f ine meeting in m y

Tabernacle last nig ht, and made a good collection f or the

cause of the fug itiv es.

I should be happ y to he ar fr om you and y our kind famil y,

to whom r emember me v ery cordiall y. Believe me ever trul y

yours,

L.D. MANSFIELD.

Mr . and Mrs. H arris wish to be gr atefull y remember ed to

you and yours.

Benjamin Pine y repor ted tha t he c ame fr om Baltimor e county,

Mar yland, wher e he had been held in subje ction to Mar y Hawkins.

He alleged tha t he had v ery serious c ause for grie vance; that she

had ill-tr eated him f or a long time, and had o f late, thr eatened to

sell him to Ge orgia. His br others and sisters had all be en sold, but

he meant not to be if he c ould help himself. The suf ferings tha t

he had been called upon to endur e had opened his eyes, and he

stood still to w ait f or the Under ground Rail Road car, as he anxiously

wished to tr avel nor th, wi th all possi ble speed. He waited but a li t tle

while, er e he was on the r oad, under dif f iculties i t is true, but he

arriv ed safely and w as joyfull y received. He imagined his mistr ess

in a f it o f perple xi ty, such as he mig ht en joy, could he pe ep at her

fr om Canada, or some saf e place. He however did not wish her an y

evil, but he w as very decided tha t he did not w ant any mor e to do

wi th her . Benjamin w as twenty years of age, dark comple xion, siz e

ordinar y, mental capacity, good considering oppor tuni ties.

John Smi th w as a yellow boy, nineteen years of age, stout build,

wi th, mar ked in tellig ence. He held Dr . Abraham Str eet r esponsible

for tr eating him as a sla ve. The doctor liv ed at Marshall Distric t,

Harford county, Maryland. John fr ankly confessed, to the cr edi t o f

the doc tor , that he got Òa plenty to e at, drink and w ear,Ó yet he

declared tha t he w as not willing to r emain a slave, he had hig her

aims; he wanted to be abo ve that condi tion. ÒI left,Ó said he, Òbecause
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I wanted to see the c ountr y. If he had k ept me in a hogshe ad of

sugar, I wouldn Õt stayed,Ó said the bright-minde d slave youth. ÒThey

told me an ythingÑtold me to obe y my master , but I didn Õt mind that.

I am going o ff to see the Scriptur es,Ó said John.

Andr ew Jackson Òtook outÓ from near Cecil, Delaware, wher e he had

been owned by a man calling himself Thomas P almer , who o wned

seven or eig ht others. H is manners w ere by no me ans agreeable

to Andr ew; he w as quite too Òbluster y,Ó and was dangerous when

in one o f his f its. Althoug h Andr ew w as but t wenty-thr ee years

of age, he thoug ht tha t Palmer had alr eady had much mor e of his

valuable services than he w as enti tle d to, and he de termine d, tha t if

he (the master ), ever at tempte d to c aptur e him, he w ould mak e him

remember him the long est day he lived.

William H ughes was an Eastern Shore Òpiece of pr oper tyÓ belonging

to D aniel Cox. William had se en much o f the dar k doings o f Slavery,

and his mind had be en thor oughly set against the system. T rue, he

had been but t wenty-t wo years under the he el of his master , but

that w as suff icien t.

Wesley Williams, on his arriv al fr om Warrick, Mar yland, testif ied

that he had be en in the hands o f a man kno wn b y the name o f Jack

Jones, fr om whom he had r eceived almost dail y f loggings and scanty

food. Jones was his so-c alled owner . These continual sc our gings

stirr ed the spiri t o f fr eedom in W esley to tha t degr ee, that he w as

compelle d to esc ape for his lif e. He left his mother ( a free woman),

and one sister in Sla very.

Rosanna Johnson, alias Catharine Beig e. The spot tha t Rosanna

looked upon wi th most dr ead and wher e she had suffered as a slave,

under a man c alled Doctor S tr eet, w as near the Rock of Deer Cr eek,

in H arford county, Maryland.

In the dar kness in which Sla very or dinaril y kept the f et ter ed and

Òfree niggers,Ó it w as a consider able length o f time er e Rosanna saw

how barbar ously she and her r ace were being wr onged and gr ound
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downÑdriv en to do unr equi ted labor Ñdepriv ed of an education,

oblig ed to r eceive the cuf fs, kicks, and curses o f old or y oung, who

mig ht happen to claim a ti tle to them. B ut when she did se e her

true c ondi tion, she w as not conten t un til she f ound herself on the

Under ground Rail Road.

Rosanna was about thir ty years of age, of a dark color , medium

statur e, and in tellig ent. She lef t t wo br others and her fa ther behind.

The Commi t tee forwarded her on N or th. From Albany Rose wr ote

back to inquir e after par ticular friends, and to thank those who had

aided her Ñas follo ws:

ALBANY, Jan. the 30 , 1858.

Mrs. W illiam Still:Ñi si t don to ri te you a fue lines in sa ying

hav you her d of John Smi th or Beng ernin Pina i ha ve cent

let ters to them but i ha v know w ord fr om them J ohn Smi th

was oned by Doker abe Str eet Bengermin one d by Mar y

hawkings i wish to kno if y ou kno am if y ou will le t me kno w

as swon as you get this. M y lov to Mis S till i am much oblig e

for those ar tic ales. My love to mrs g eorge and verr y thankful

to her R osean Johnson one d by doc ter Str eet when y ou cend

the le t ter ri te i t Cend i t 63 Gr an St in the c ar of andrue

Conning ham ri te swon dela i t not wri te m y name Cathrin

Bric e.

Let me kno w swon as you can.

Smallwood r epor ted tha t he c ame fr om Ellic ot tÕs Mills, Mar yland;

that he had be en restr ained of his li ber ty all his lif e, by one Samuel

Simons, who had tr eated him ÒbadÓ all the time that he had held

him in his possession. H e had, ther efore, persuaded himself tha t

Ellic ot tÕs Mills w as a poor neig hbor hood f or a color ed man who

wanted his fr eedom, and tha t all Mar yland w as no bet ter . He had

heard but li t tle o f Canada, but wha t he had he ard pleased him. As

to ho w he should g et ther e, he knew not; a whisper poin ted him to

the Under ground Rail Road, and told him to be f earless and take the

first tr ain. Sam consider ed the ma t ter c arefull y and conclude d tha t
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that w ould be the onl y way to g et o ff. Unf or tuna tel y his mother and

two brothers w ere left behind in the hands o f Simons.

Henr y Townsend r an away fr om Caroline c ounty, near Purnell P .O.,

Mar yland. The name o f his r epute d owner , according to his

statemen t, w as E. Townsend, a farmer . Against him H enr y harbor ed

a very heavy grudg e, and will long hold said T ownsend in

remembr ance for the in jur y he had r eceived at his hands on his

naked back. The back w as shown, and a most frig htful pic tur e was

presented; i t had been thor oughly cut in all dir ections.

Henr y was about t wenty-one y ears of age, dark chesnut c olor ,

build substan tial. H e left behind t wo br others and one sister in

Slavery. The Commi t tee comf or ted him wi th the usual hospi tali ty.

These passengers arriv ed the la t ter par t o f 1856 and the beginning

of 1857.
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Sundry Arrivals from
Maryland, 1860

WILLIAM CHION AND HIS WIFE, EMMA,
EVAN GRAFF, AND FOUR OTHERS.

William and Emma c ame fr om Dor chester c ounty, Maryland. The

cords of Slavery had been tig htl y dr awn ar ound them. W illiam w as

about t wenty-seven years of age, of a dark hue, and o f a cour ageous

bearing. On the sc ore of tr eatmen t he spake thus: ÒI have been

tr eated as bad as a man could be.Ó Emma, his wife, had seen about

the same number o f years tha t he had, and her lot had be en similar

to his. Emma said, ÒMy master ne ver give me the second dr ess,

never at tempte d such a thing. Ó The master was called Bushong

Blake. William w as owned by a Mr . Tubman. Af ter le aving Slavery,

William chang ed his last name to W illiams, and if he and his wif e are

now living, the y are known onl y by their adopte d names.

Evan Graff was of square solid build, dar k, and smar t, age twenty-

f ive. He f led in c ompany wi th f our others ( whose narr ativ es were

not wri t ten), from Frederick c ounty, Maryland. Henr y Heart,

residing at SamÕs Creek, exercised authori ty over Evan. With this

master , said Evan, I have known har d times. I ha ve been tr eated as

bad as a man could be. I ha ve been marrie d thr ee years and have

not r eceived f ive dollars in mone y since, towards suppor ting m y

famil y. ÒHow have you liv ed then ?Ó inquired one who sympa thiz ed.

ÒMy wif e has kept house f or a color ed gentleman, and g ot her boar d

for her ser vices,Ó said Evan. ÒIn what other par ticulars ha ve you

been tr eated hard?Ó was next asked. ÒSometimes I hadn Õt half clothes

enough to k eep me w arm, thr ough all w eathers,Ó answered Evan.

ÒWhat put i t in to y our he ad to le ave?Ó was the thir d quer y. ÒWell,
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sir,Ó said Evan, ÒI thought to tr y and do be t ter .Ó How did y ou make

up your mind to le ave your wif e and child in Sla very? ÒWell, sir , I

was very loth to le ave my wif e and child, but I just thoug ht in this

way: I had a br other who w as enti tle d to his fr eedom, but he f ell out

wi th one o f his y oung masters, and w as just taken up and sold South,

and I thoug ht I mig ht be tak en off too, so I thoug ht I w ould stand as

good a chanc e in leaving, as if I sta yed.Ó Had you a mother and fa ther ,

brothers and sisters? inquir ed a member o f the Commi t tee. ÒYes,

sir,Ó was the pr ompt r eply. Evan then ga ve their names thus: ÒMy

fatherÕs name was Sam Graff, my motherÕs name was Becky.Ó Ruth

Ann Dorse y, Isaac Hanson (and t wo br others o f Evan), Grafton and

Allen accompanie d him in his f light. James, Harrie t, Char les Alber t,

Thomas Ephr aim, Adeline Ma tilda, John I srael and Daniel Buchanan

(brothers and sisters o f Evan), were all lef t in Slavery.

Poll y Pool w as their mistr ess, rather had o wned them up to wi thin

a short time bef ore the f light o f Evan and his c omr ades, but she had

latel y been unf or tuna te in business, which r esulted in a thor ough

scat tering o f the en tir e famil y. Some fell in to the hands o f the

mistr essÕ children, and some in to the hands o f the gr andchildr en. In

EvanÕs opinion she w as a toler able good mistr ess; his oppor tuni ties

of judg ing, ho wever, had not be en very favorable, as he had not be en

in her hands a gr eat while.

Luke Goines came fr om H arperÕs Ferr y, wher e he was owned by

Mrs. Carr oll. Luk e first made his w ay to Baltimor e and after wards to

Philadelphia.

Henson Kelly was owned by Reason Hastell, o f Baltimor e. Slavery

did not agr ee wi th him, and he lef t to be t ter his c ondi tion.

Staf ford Smi th f led fr om Westmor eland county, Vir ginia, wher e

he was owned by Harrie t Parker, a single woman, advanced in y ears,

and the owner o f many slaves ÒAs a mistr ess, she was very hard. I

have been hir ed to f irst one and then another , bad man all along. M y

mistr ess was a Methodist, but she se emed to kno w nothing about

goodness. She was not in the habi t o f allowing the sla ves any chanc e

at all.Ó
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Arrival from Virginia, 1860

JENNY BUCHANAN.

A KIND MASTER; JENNY CHASTISED ONE OF HIS SONS FOR AN

INSULT, AND AS A PUNISHMENT SHE WAS SOLDÑ SEIZED FOR

DEBTÑSOLD A SECOND TIME.

Jenny was about f or ty-f ive years of age, a dark mula t to, sta tur e

medium, manners modest and gr aceful; she had ser ved onl y in hig h

lif e; thus she had ac quir ed a great deal of inf orma tion. She sta ted

that she w as born a slave, under John Bower, of Rockbridg e, Vir ginia,

and tha t he w as the owner o f a large plantation, wi th a gr eat number

of slaves. He was consider ed to be a g ood man to his ser vants, and

was generally beloved by them. Suddenl y, however, he was taken ill

wi th par alysis, which c onf ined him to his be d. During this illness one

of the sons, a y oung gentleman, o ffered an insult to J enny, for which

she felt justif ied in administering to him, a se vere chastisemen t. For

this gr ave offence she was condemne d to be sold to a tr ader by

the name o f William W at ts, who o wned a place in Mississippi. The

condi tions o f sale were that she w as to be tak en out o f the sta te

and never to be allo wed to r eturn. I t so happene d, however, before

she was removed tha t Wat ts, the tr ader, failed in or der to che at his

credi tors i t w as supposed. Governor M cDowell, of Vir ginia, w as one

of those to whom he w as largely indebte d for a number o f slaves

which he, the Go vernor , had placed in his hands f or disposal, some

time bef ore the tr ader took the benef it. Ther efore, as the Governor

was anxious to r ecover his loss as much as possi ble, he seized on

Jenny. It w as thr ough this in terf erence that the c ondi tion r elativ e to

her being sen t out o f the sta te w as broken.

ÒThe Governor ,Ó said Jenny, Òwas a very f ine gentleman, as good

as I could e xpect o f Vir ginia. He allowed his slaves to r aise fowl

and hogs, wi th man y privileg es of one kind and another; besides he
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kept them all tog ether; but he took sick and die d. Ther e was a great

change shor tl y after tha t. The slaves were soon scat ter ed lik e the

wind. The Go vernor had nine sons and da ughters.

After his de ath Mrs. M cDowell, alias Mrs. Sall y Thomas, took

possession, and emplo yed an overseer, by the name o f Henr y

Morgan. He was a very good man in his looks, but a v ery rascally

man; would g et drunk, and sell her pr oper ty to g et whisky . Mrs.

McDowell w ould le t him do just as he pleased. For the slig htest

complain t the o verseer mig ht see fit to mak e against any of the

slaves, she would tell him to sell them ÓÑÓSell, Mr. Morgan.Ó ÒHe

would tr eat them w orse than he w ould an y dog; w ould be at them

over the he ad wi th gr eat hick or y sticks, the same as he w ould be at

an ox. He would pastur e cows and horses on the plan tation, and

keep the mone y. We slaves all knew i t, and w e told her; but our

words would not g o in c our t against a whi te man, and un til she

was told b y Mr . Whi te, and her c ousin, Dr . Taylor , and Mr . Barclay,

she would not belie ve how shamefull y this o verseer w as cheating

her. But at last she w as convinc ed, and dischar ged him, and hir ed

another b y the name o f John M oor e. The new one, if an ything, w as

worse than the old one, f or he c ould do the most unblushing ac ts of

cruelt y wi th ple asure. He was a demon.Ó

Finall y the esta te had to be se t tle d, and the pr oper ty divide d. At

this time i t w as in the hands o f the oldest da ughter , Mistr ess Sally,

who had be en marrie d to Frank Thomas, the Go vernor o f Mar yland.

But the Go vernor had disc arded her f or some r eason or other , and

according to his publishe d account o f her i t mig ht seem tha t he

had good r eason for doing so. I t w as understood tha t he gave her a

divorce, so she was consider ed sing le for lif e. It w as also understood

that she w as to buy in the homeste ad at a moder ate pric e, wi th as

many slaves as she might desir e.

Said Jenny, ÒI was sold at this se t tlemen t sale, and boug ht in b y

the Ôgrass widowÕ for f our hundr ed dollars.Ó The place and a number

of slaves were bought in on terms e qually as low. After this the

wido w became smit ten wi th a r everend gentleman, b y the name o f

John Miller , who had f ormer ly lived Nor th; he had be en a popular
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preacher. After a c our tship, which did not last v ery long, the y were

marrie d. This took plac e thr ee years ago, prior to the wri ting o f this

narr ativ e. After the marriag e, Rev. Mr. Miller took up his abode on

the old homeste ad, and enter ed upon his duties as a sla ve-holder in

good earnest.

ÒHow did y ou lik e him?Ó inquired a member o f the Commi t tee.

ÒI despised him,Ó was JennyÕs prompt answ er.

ÒWhy did y ou despise him ?Ó

ÒBecause he had such me an ways wi th him, Ó said Jenny. She then

went on to r emark as follo ws:ÑÓComing ther e, taking so much

authori ty over other pe opleÕs servants. He was so mean that he

broke up all the privileg es the ser vants had bef ore he came. He

stoppe d all hands fr om r aising chick ens, pigs, etc. H e donÕt like

to see them hold up their he ads above their shoulders. Ó DidnÕt he

preach? she was asked. ÒYes, but I ne ver heard him pr each; I have

heard him pr ay thoug h. On Thursda y nig hts, when he w ould not

want the ser vants to g o in to to wn to me eting, he w ould k eep up

until i t w ould be too la te f or them to g o. He is now carr ying on the

farm, and f ollo ws butchering. H e has not y et sold an y of the sla ves,

but has thr eatened to sell all hands to the tr ader.Ó

Jenny once had a husband, but he w ent to Canada, and tha t w as

all she could tell about him, as she had ne ver had a le t ter or an y

dir ect inf orma tion fr om him sinc e he lef t. That she w as childless,

she regarded as a mat ter o f gr eat satisfac tion, c onsidering all the

cir cumstanc es.
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Arrival from Baltimore, 1860

WILLIAM BROWN, AND JAMES HENSON

Considering themsel ves tr ampled upon b y their f ellow-men,

uni tedly resolved to seek a bet ter c ountr y.

William w as pained wi th the ide a that so much o f his time had

already been used up, as he was then thir ty-six y ears of age. Yet he

thoug ht tha t i t w ould do no g ood to mourn o ver the past, but do

what he in tende d to do quickl y. The master whom he had ser ved, he

called, ÒMaster Lynchum.Ó He was a farmer, and knew full w ell ho w

to use severi ty wi th the sla ves; but had ne ver pr actic ed showing

favors, or allo wing privileg es of any kind. T rue he did not f log, but

he resorted to other me ans of punishmen t when he desir ed to mak e

the slaves feel tha t he w as master. William lef t his mother , Harrie t

Brown, thr ee sisters, and one br other ,ÑFrancis, Mar y, Eliza, and

Rober t. They were all fr ee but Eliza.

Seven weeks William and J ames were under the painful anxie ty of

tr ying to esc ape, but c onscious o f the snar es and dangers on the

road, and desir ous of success, they did not f eel at li ber ty to mo ve,

save as they saw their w ay clear. This well-e xercised sagacity was

str ongly marked in the in telle ctual r egion o f William Õs head.

James Henson w as a man of r ather slender build. F rom exposur e in

tr aveling he took a se vere cold and w as suffering wi th sor e thr oat.

He and Mrs. Maria Thomas disagr eed. She set herself up to be ÒJimÕsÓ

mistr ess and owner . For some c ause or other Jim w as unwilling to

f ill this sta tion long er. He had been hir ed out b y his mistr ess, who

received one hundr ed dollars per annum; and, f or aught Jim kne w,

she was pret ty well ple ased wi th him and the mone y also. She cooll y

held eleven others in the same pr edicament. W hile Jim f ound no

fault wi th the tr eatmen t r eceived at the hands o f his mistr ess, he
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went so far as to sa y tha t Òshe was a right f ine w oman,Ó yet, the

longer he liv ed her slave, the mor e unhapp y he became. Therefore,

he decided tha t he w ould tr y and do be t ter , and according ly, in

company wi th W illiam he star ted, success at tending their ef for ts.

James left thr ee sisters and one br other , Charlot te, Susan, Ellen and

Johnson, all slaves.
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Arrival from Maryland

PHILIP STANTON, RANDOLPH NICHOLS,
AND THOMAS DOUGLASS.

Philip had a master b y the name o f John Smi th, whom he w as

very anxious to g et rid o f, but har dly knew ho w. For a long time,

Philip w as annoyed in v arious w ays. Being the onl y slave on the

place, ther e was no rest for him. Said Smi th w as a bachelor, and his

mother , who k ept house f or him, w as quite aged; Òshe was worse

than the old bo y wanted her to be, a mor e contr ary woman never

was; she was bad in this w ay, she was quarrelsome, and then again

she would not g ive you as much to e at as you oug ht to ha ve, and

it w as pret ty rough; nothing but c orn br ead and the fa t test por k,

that w as about all. She was a Catholic, and w as known b y the name

of Mar y Eliza Smi th.Ó This was Philip Õs testimon y against his master

and mistr ess. Working on a farm, driving c arriag e, etc., had been

Philip Õs calling as a slave. His father and mother w ere fr ee. His father

had been emancipa ted, and after wards had pur chased his wif e. One

sister , however, was still in Sla very. Philip had sc arcely reached his

twenty-second y ear; he w as nevertheless wide-a wake and full o f

cour age.

Randolph w as still y ounger; he had onl y just r eached his t wentie th

year; was nearly six feet hig h, athle tic, and en ter taine d qui te

favorable notions o f fr eedom. He was owned by Mrs. Car oline Brang,

a wido w; he had ne ver liv ed wi th her , however. Not wi thstanding the

fact tha t he had be en held in such unple asant r elations, Randolph

held the opinion, tha t Òshe was a toler able good w oman.Ó He had

been hir ed out under I saac Howard, a farmer , who w as described

by Randolph as Òa rough man to e verybody around him; he w as the

owner o f slaves, and a member o f the M ethodist Chur ch, in the
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bargain.Ó As if actuated by an evil spiri t continuall y, he seemed to

take delig ht in Òknocking and be ating the sla ves,Ó and would c ompel

them to Òbe out in all w eathers not f it to be out in. Ó Randolph

declared tha t Òhe had never been allowed a dayÕs schooling in his

lif e. On the c ontr ary, he had often be en thr eatened wi th sale, and

his mind had f inall y become so affected by this f earful looking-f or o f

evil, tha t he thoug ht he had be t ter mak e tr acks.Ó

He left his mother , Louisa, thr ee brothers and thr ee sisters,

namely: Andr ew, Mary, Chari ty, Margaret, Lewis and Samuel, all

slaves. His desir e to escape brought the thoug ht home to his mind

wi th gr eat emphasis, tha t he w as parting wi th his kinsf olk, to se e

them per haps, no mor e on earth; tha t ho wever, happil y he mig ht

be situated in fr eedom, he w ould ha ve the painful r ef lection e ver

present wi th him, tha t those he most lo ved in this w or ld, were

slavesÑÓknocked and beat aboutÑand made to w ork out in all

weathers.Ó It w as this tha t made man y falter and g ive up

their purpose to gain their fr eedom b y f light, but Randolph w as not

one of this class. H is young he art lo ved fr eedom too w ell to w aver.

True to his lo ve of li ber ty, he lef t all, f ollo wed the nor th star , and was

delivered.

Thomas, an older c ompanion o f Philip and Randolph, w as twenty-

f ive years of age, full black, and look ed as if he c ould appr eciate the

schoolr oom and books, and tak e care of himself in Canada or an y

other fr ee countr y. Mary Howard was the name o f the individual

that he w as compelle d to addr ess as Òmistr ess.Ó He said, however,

that Òshe was a very good w oman to her ser vants,Ó and she had a

great man y. She had sons, but the y turne d out to be drunkar ds, and

follo wed no business; at one time, e ach of them had be en set up in

business, but as the y would not a t tend to i t, o f course the y failed.

Money was needed mor e than ever, thr ough their in temper ate

course, consequentl y the mistr ess was induc ed to sell her lar ge

household, as w ell as her plan tation sla ves, to Georgia. Thomas had

seen the most o f them tak e up their sorr owful mar ch for said State,

and the onl y reason that he w as not among them, w as at tri butable
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to the fac t, tha t he had onc e been owned and thoug ht pr et ty well

of by the br other o f his mistr ess, who in ter ceded in ThomasÕ behalf.

This in terf erence had the desir ed effect, and Thomas w as not sold.

Still, his e yes were fair ly opened to see his danger and to le arn a

valuable lesson at the same time; he, ther efore, prof ited by i t in

escaping the f irst chanc e. He left his mother Ann W illiams, and one

brother , James Douglass, both slaves.
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Arrival from Fredericksburg,
1860

HENRY TUDLE AND WIFE, MARY
WILLIAMS.

Henr y aff irme d, tha t f or the last t wenty years, his fr eedom had be en

promised him, and during all these long y ears, hardly a month had

passed, tha t he had not f ixed his hopes upon a def ini te time, when

his bondag e would end and his fr eedom c ommenc e. But he had be en

trusting the w ord of a slave-holder , who had pr obably adopte d this

plan simpl y wi th a vie w of dr awing mor e willing toil out o f him than

he could have accomplishe d in any other w ay.

Mar y complaine d tha t she had suf fered severely for f ood, and

likewise f or privileg es. Ezra Houpt w as the name o f Henr yÕs master,

and the name o f his mistr ess was Catharine, she w as hasty and

passionate; slaves were shown no quar ter under her . Mary was

owned by Christian Thomas. H e was said to be not so har d, but his

wif e was very hard, so much so, tha t she w ould rule both master and

slaves. Her name w as Mary Elizabeth.
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Sundry Arrivals from
Maryland, 1860

SAM ARCHER, LEWIS PECK, DAVID
EDWARDS, EDWARD CASTING, JOE
HENRY, GEORGE AND ALBERT WHITE,
JOSEPH C. JOHNSON, DAVID SNIVELY,
AND HENRY DUNMORE.

Sam Archer w as to Òbecome fr ee at thir ty-f ive years of age.Ó He had

already served thir ty years of this time; f ive years long er seemed

an age to him. The dang ers fr om other sour ces presented also a

frig htful aspe ct. Sam had seen too man y who had stood e xactl y

in the same r elations to Sla very and fr eedom, and not a f ew w ere

held o ver their time, or che ated out o f their fr eedom altog ether . He

stated tha t his o wn mother w as Òkept o ver her time, Ó simply Òthat

her master mig ht get all her childr en.Ó Two boys and t wo gir ls were

thus gaine d, and were slaves for lif e. These facts tende d to incr ease

SamÕs desire to get away before his time w as out; he, ther efore,

decided to g et o ff via the Under ground Rail Road. He grew very

tir ed of Bell Air , Harford county, Maryland, and his so-c alled owner ,

Thomas Hayes. He said that H ayes had used him Òrough,Ó and he was

Òtired of r ough tr eatmen t.Ó So when he got his plans arr anged, one

morning when he w as expected to g o for th to an unr equi ted dayÕs

labor , he could not be f ound. Doubtless, his e xci ted master thoug ht

Sam a great thief, to tak e himself a way in the manner tha t he did, but

Sam was not c oncerned on this poin t; all tha t concerned him w as as

to ho w he could g et to Canada the saf est and the quick est. When he

reached the Philadelphia sta tion, he f elt tha t the da y dawned, his joy

was full, despi te the Fugitiv e Slave Law.
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Lewis Peck was a man six feet hig h, and of the dar kest hue. He

repor ted tha t he f led fr om Joseph Bryant, a farmer , who liv ed near

Patapsco River. Bryant w as in the habi t o f riding ar ound to look

after the sla ves. Lewis had be come thor oughly disguste d wi th this

manner o f superin tending. ÒI got tir ed of having Bryant riding af ter

me, working m y lif e out o f me,Ó said Lewis. He was also tir ed of

BryantÕs wif e; he said Òshe was always making mischief, and he didn Õt

like a mischief mak er.Ó

Thus he complaine d of both master and mistr ess, seeming not

to understand tha t he Òhad no rights which the y were bound to

respect.Ó

David Edwards broke away fr om the abo ve named Bryant, at the

age of t wenty-f our . His testimon y full y corr obor ated tha t o f his

comr ade, Lewis Peck. He was also a man of the dar kest shade,

tall, in telle ct good, and w ore a pleasant countenanc e. The ordinar y

dif f iculties w ere experienc ed, but all w ere surmoun ted wi thout

serious harm.

Edward Casting and Joseph Henr y were each about se venteen years

of age. Boys, as they were, wi th no kno wledge of the w or ld, the y

had wisel y resolved not to r emain in tha t condi tion. Ed ward f led

fr om Rober t M oor e, who liv ed at Duck Cr eek. He gave his master

the name o f being a Òbad man,Ó and refused to r ecommend him f or

anything. Being a lik ely-looking cha t tel, he w ould ha ve doubtless

brought seven hundr ed dollars in the mar ket.

Joseph Henr y came fr om Queen Ann county, Maryland. He was a

well-gr own lad, and sho wed tr aces of having been raised wi thout

proper c are, or tr aining. For def iciencies in this dir ection, he

charged Greenberr y Parker, his claiman t, who he said had tr eated

him Òbad.Ó Friends had helpe d these bo ys along.

George and Alber t W hi te w ere brothers. The y f led fr om Cecil

county, Maryland. They escaped fr om William P arker. ÒWhat kind o f

a man was William P arker?Ó they were asked. ÒHe was a big, bad man,
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no goodness in him, Ó quickly replied one o f the br others. Their lot in

Slavery had not be en dif ferent fr om tha t o f numbers c oming fr om

that section o f the State.

Joseph G. Johnson f led fr om William Jones of Baltimor e. He said that

his master k ept a gr ocery stor e in Prat t str eet, and o wned six head

of slaves; that he w as a Ògood man, and al ways tr eated his ser vants

very well,Ó until about thr ee weeks before he escaped. For some

reason unkno wn to Joseph, wi thin the time just allude d to, he had

sold all his sla ves, with the e xception o f himself. Joseph was far fr om

being at ease, as he hourly felt oppr essed wi th the f ear tha t he w as

to be sold a t an early day.

Summoning c our age he star ted by the Baltimor e and Wilmington

Rail Road. In this w ay he r eached Wilmington wher e he

unf or tuna tel y fell in to the hands o f his masterÕs son, who r esided

in W ilmington, and happene d to disc over Joseph in the c ars, (most

likely he had been telegr aphed to ) and had him arr ested and

returne d. But Joseph did not allo w a week to pass over him bef ore

he was ready to mak e even a still mor e daring ad ventur e for his

li ber ty. This time he c onclude d to tr y the w ater; b y great econom y

he had saved up t wenty-f ive dollars. This w as a great deal to him,

but he r esolved to g ive it all willing ly to an y man who w ould secrete

him, or pr ocur e him a passage to Philadelphia. The rig ht man w as

soon found, and Joseph was off again. Good luck a t tende d him,

and he r eached the Commi t tee safely. He was in his t wenty-thir d

year, a man of medium siz e, copper -c olor ed, and of a pr epossessing

countenanc e.

David Snively ran away fr om Frederick, Mar yland. He was moved

to escape solely by the lo ve of fr eedom. H is services had been

requir ed in the blacksmi th shop, and on the farm under Char les

Preston, who claime d to o wn him. H e had been sold onc e and

brought nine hundr ed dollars; he r esolved tha t a similar fa te should

never overtake him, unless his o wner mo ved very suddenl y in tha t

dir ection. W hile Joseph was working dail y in the blacksmi th shop,

he was planning ho w to mak e good his esc ape. No way was open
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but the old r oute, which le d Òhard byÓ many dangers, and w as only

accessible now and then thr ough regions wher e friends w ere few

and far be tween. Howbei t he possessed the fai th r equisi te, and w as

victorious.

Joseph was twenty-six y ears of age, of unmix ed blood, or dinar y

size, and had a commendable shar e of cour age and in telle ct. He

could r ecommend no g ood tr aits as his masterÕs.

Henr y Dunmor e had served as a slave up to the ag e of thir ty-f ive,

and was then on the e ve of being sold. As he had endur ed severe

hardship under his old master J ohn Maldon he w as unwilling to tr y

another . While he gave Maldon cr edi t f or being a member o f the

Methodist Chur ch, he char ged him wi th tr eating himself in a most

unchristian-lik e manner . He testif ied tha t Maldon did not allo w him

half enoug h to e at; and onc e he kept him out in the c old un til his

toes w ere fr ozen off. Consequentl y i t w as not in the he art o f Henr y

to g ive his master an y other than a bad name. H e lived about sixte en

miles fr om Elkton, ne ar Char leston, Mar yland. He was of a dark

chestnut c olor , well-made, and ac tiv e.
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Crossing the Bay in a Batteau

SHARP CONTEST WITH PURSUERS ON
WATER. FUGITIVES VICTORIOUS.

THOMAS SIPPLE, and his wif e, MARY ANN, HENRY BURKETT,

and ELIZABETH, his wif e, JOHN PURNELL, and HALE BURTON. This

par ty were slaves, living ne ar Kunkle town, in W orcester c ounty,

Mar yland, and had be come r estive in their f et ters. Althoug h the y

did not kno w a let ter of the alphabe t, the y were full y persuade d tha t

they were enti tle d to their fr eedom. I n considering wha t w ay would

be safest for them to adopt, the y conclude d tha t the w ater w ould be

less dangerous than an y other r oute. As the ma t ter o f fr eedom had

been in their minds f or a long time, the y had fr equentl y counted the

cost, and had be en laying b y trif ling sums o f mone y which had fallen

perchance into their hands. Among them all the y had about thir ty

dollars. As the y could not g o by water wi thout a boa t, one o f their

number pur chased an old ba t teau for the small sum o f six dollars.
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The Delaware Bay lay between them and the J ersey shor e, which

they desir ed to r each. They did not c alculate, however, that bef ore

leaving the Dela ware shore they would ha ve to c ontend wi th the

enemy. That in cr ossing, the y would lose sig ht o f the land the y well

understood. The y managed to f ind out the dir ection o f the shor e,

and about the length o f time tha t i t mig ht tak e them to r each i t.

Undaunted by the perils bef ore them the par ty repair ed to the ba y,

and at ten o Õclock, P.M. embarked dir ect f or the other shor e.

Near KateÕs Hammock, on the Dela ware shore, they were at tacked

by f ive whi te men in a small boa t. One o f them seiz ed the chain o f

the fug itiv esÕ boat, and per emptoril y claime d i t. ÒThis is not y our

boat, w e bought this boa t and paid f or i t,Ó spake one of the br ave

fug itiv es. ÒI am an off icer, and must ha ve it,Ó said the white man,

holding on to the chain. Being arme d, the whi te men thr eatened

to shoot. Manfull y did the black men stand up f or their rig hts,

and declare that the y did not me an to g ive up their boa t aliv e.

The par ties speedil y came to blo ws. One of the whi te men de alt a

heavy blow wi th his oar upon the he ad of one o f the black men,

which knock ed him do wn, and br oke the oar a t the same time. The

blow w as immediatel y returne d by Thomas Sipple, and one o f the

whi te men w as laid f lat on the bot tom o f the boa t. The whi te men

were instan tl y seized wi th a panic, and r etr eated; after g et ting some

yards off the y snapped their guns a t the fug itiv es several times, and

one load o f small shot w as fir ed in to them. J ohn r eceived t wo shot in

the f orehead, but w as not dang erously hur t. George received some

in the arms, H ale Bur ton g ot one about his temple, and Thomas

got a f ew in one o f his arms; but the shot being lig ht, none o f the

fug itiv es were seriousl y damaged. Some of the shot will r emain in

them as long as lif e lasts. The conf lic t laste d for several minutes, but

the vic torious bondmen w ere only made all the mor e cour ageous

by seeing the f oe retr eat. They rowed wi th a gr eater will than e ver,

and landed on a small island. W here they were, or wha t to do the y

could not tell. One whole nig ht the y passed in g loom on this sad

spot. Their he arts were greatl y cast down; the ne xt morning the y

set out on f oot to se e what the y could see. The young w omen w ere
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very sick, and the men w ere trie d to the last e xtr emi ty; however,

after w alking about one mile, the y came across the captain o f an

oyster boa t. They per ceived tha t he spoke in a friendl y way, and the y

at onc e asked dir ections wi th r egard to Philadelphia. H e gave them

the desir ed inf orma tion, and e ven offered to bring them to the ci ty

if the y would pa y him f or his ser vices. They had about t wenty-f ive

dollars in all. This the y willing ly gave him, and he br ought them

according to agr eement. W hen the y found the c aptain the y were

not far fr om Cape May lig ht-house.

Taking in to account the fac t tha t i t w as night when the y star ted,

that their li t tle boa t w as weak, combine d wi th their lack o f

knowledge in r elation to the imminen t dang er surr ounding them,

any in tellig ent man w ould ha ve been justif ied in pr edic ting f or them

a water y grave, long bef ore the bay was half cr ossed. But the y

crossed safely. They greatl y needed food, clothing, r est, and mone y,

which the y fr eely received, and were after wards forwarded to John

W. Jones, Under ground Rail Road agent, at Elmir a. The subjoined

let ter g iving an ac count o f their arriv al was duly received:

ELMIRA, June 6th, 1860.

FRIEND WM. STILL:ÑAll six c ame safe to this plac e. The

two men c ame last nig ht, about t welve oÕclock; the man and

woman stoppe d at the depot, and w ent east on the ne xt

tr ain, about eig hteen miles, and did not g et back till to-nig ht,

so that the t wo men w ent this morning, and the f our w ent

this e vening.

O, old master don Õt cry for me,

For I am g oing to Canada wher e color ed men ar e free.

P.S. What is the ne ws in the ci ty? Will y ou tell me ho w man y

you have sent over to Canada ? I would lik e to kno w. They all

send their lo ve to y ou. I have nothing ne w to tell y ou. We

are all in g ood health. I see ther e is a law passed in Mar yland

not to se t any slaves free. They had bet ter g et the c onsent o f

the Under ground Rail Road before they passed such a thing.

Good nig ht fr om your friend,
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JOHN W. JONES.
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Arrival from Dorchester CO.,
1860

HARRIET TUBMANÕS LAST ÒTRIPÓ TO
MARYLAND.

STEPHEN ENNETS and wif e, MARIA, with thr ee childr en, whose

names were as follo ws: HARRIET, aged six years; AMANDA, four

years, and a babe (in the arms o f i ts mother ), thr ee months old.

The follo wing le t ter fr om Thomas Garr et t thr ows lig ht upon this

arriv al:

WILMIN GTON, 12th mo., 1st, 1860.

RESPECTED FRIEND:ÑWILLIAM STILL:Ñ I wri te to le t

thee know tha t H arrie t Tubman is again in these par ts. She

arriv ed last evening fr om one o f her trips o f mer cy to GodÕs

poor , bring ing t wo men wi th her as far as N ew Castle. I

agreed to pa y a man last evening, to pilot them on their w ay

to Chester c ounty; the wif e of one o f the men, wi th t wo or

thr ee childr en, was left some thir ty miles belo w, and I gave

Harrie t ten dollars, to hir e a man wi th c arriag e, to tak e them

to Chester c ounty. She said a man had offered for tha t sum,

to bring them on. I shall be v ery uneasy about them, till I

hear the y are safe. Ther e is now much mor e risk on the r oad,

till the y arriv e here, than ther e has been for several mon ths

past, as we find tha t some poor , wor thless wr etches ar e

constan tl y on the look out on t wo roads, that the y cannot

well avoid mor e especiall y wi th c arriag e, yet, as it is H arrie t

who seems to ha ve had a special angel to guar d her on her

journe y of mer cy, I have hope.

Thy Friend,
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THOMAS GARRETT.

N.B. We hope all will be in Chester c ounty to-morr ow.

These slaves from Mar yland, w ere the last tha t H arrie t Tubman

pilote d out o f the prison-house o f bondag e, and these Òcame

thr ough great tri bulation.Ó

Stephen, the husband, had be en a slave of John Kaig er, who w ould

not allo w him to liv e wi th his wif e (if ther e was such a thing as

a slaveÕs owning a wif e.) She lived eight miles distan t, hir ed her

time, main taine d herself, and took c are of her childr en (until the y

became of service to their o wner ), and paid ten dollars a y ear for

her hir e. She was owned by Algier Pearcy. Both mother and fa ther

desir ed to deliv er their childr en fr om his gr asp. They had too much

intellig ence to bear the he avy bur dens thus impose d wi thout f eeling

the pr essure a grievous one.

Harrie t Tubman being w ell acquain ted in their neig hbor hood, and

knowing o f their si tuation, and ha ving c onf idenc e that the y would

prove true, as passengers on the Under ground Rail Road, engaged to

pilot them wi thin r each of Wilmington, a t le ast to Thomas Garr et tÕs.

Thus the fa ther and mother , wi th their childr en and a young man

named John, f ound aid and c omf or t on their w ay, wi th H arrie t f or

their ÒMoses.Ó A poor woman escaping fr om Baltimor e in a delic ate

state, happene d to me et H arrie tÕs party at the sta tion, and w as

forwarded on wi th them. The y were cheered wi th clothing, f ood,

and material aid, and spe d on to Canada. N otes tak en at tha t time

were very brief; i t w as eviden tl y deemed pruden t in those da ys,

not to k eep as full r epor ts as had been the w ont o f the se cretar y,

prior to 1859 . The captur e of John BrownÕs papers and le t ters, wi th

names and plans in full, admonishe d us tha t such papers and

corr espondenc e as had been pr eserved concerning the

Under ground Rail Road, mig ht per chance be captur ed by a pro-

slavery mob. For a year or mor e after the H arperÕs Ferr y bat tle, as

many will r emember , the mob spiri t o f the times w as very violen t

in all the principal nor thern ci ties, as well as southern (Òto save the

Union.Ó) Even in Boston, Aboli tion me etings w ere fier cely assailed by
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the mob. During this period, the wri ter omi t ted some of the most

impor tant par ticulars in the esc apes and narr ativ es of fug itiv es.

Books and papers w ere sent away for a long time, and during this

time the r ecords were kept simpl y on loose slips o f paper .
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Arrival from Maryland, 1860

JERRY MILLS, AND WIFE, DIANA, SON,
CORNELIUS, AND TWO DAUGHTERS,
MARGARET, AND SUSAN.

The father o f this famil y was sixty-f ive years of age, and his w orking

days were apparentl y well nig h comple ted. The mother w as fif ty-

seven years of age; son t wenty-seven; daughters seventeen and

fif teen years of age.

The old man w as smart f or his y ears, but bor e evidenc e that much

hard labor had be en wrung out o f him b y Slavery. Diana said tha t

she had been the mother o f t welve childr en; f ive had escaped to

Canada, thr ee were in their gr aves, and thr ee accompanie d her; one

was left in Mar yland. They had seen hard times, ac cording to the

testimon y of the old man and his c ompanion, espe ciall y under D avid

Snively, who, ho wever, had been Òremoved by the Lor dÓ a number

of years prior to their esc ape; but the chang e proved no advantage

to them, as the y found Slavery no bet ter under their mistr ess, the

wido w, than under their master . Mistr ess Snively was said to be

close and sting y, and always unfriendl y to the sla ve. ÒShe never

thoug ht you were doing enoug h.Ó For her har dness of heart the y

were sure she would r epent some time, but not while she c ould hold

slaves. The belief w as pret ty generally enter taine d wi th the sla ves

that the sla veholder w ould ha ve to answ er f or his e vil doings in

another w or ld.
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Twelve Months in the Woods,
1860

HENRY COTTON.

As a slave, subjected to the whims and passions o f his master , Henr y

made up his mind tha t he c ould not stand i t long er. The man who

master ed i t over him w as called Nathaniel Dix on, and liv ed in

Somerset Co., near Newto wn. This Dix on w as not conten t wi th his

rig ht to f log and abuse H enr y as he saw f it, but he thr eatened to sell

him, as he would sell a hog.

At this time H enr y was about t wenty-f our y ears of age, but a man

of mor e substantial par ts ph ysically was rarely to be seen. Cour age

was one of his pr ominen t tr aits. This thr eat onl y served to ar ouse

him c omple tel y. He had no friends sa ve such as were in the same

condi tion wi th himself, ne vertheless he de termine d not to be sold.

How he should esc ape this fa te did not a t f irst pr esent i tself. Every

thing look ed very gloom y; Slavery he consider ed as death to him;

and sinc e his master had thr eatened him, he look ed upon him as his

greatest enem y, and rather than c ontinue a sla ve he pr eferr ed living

in the sw amps wi th wild animals. Just one y ear prior to the time tha t

he made his w ay Nor th, de termine d not to be a sla ve any long er, he

f led to a sw amp and made his w ay to the most se clude d spot tha t

he could f ind,Ñto plac es that w ere almost impene tr able so dense

were the tr ees and under growth. This w as all the be t ter f or H enr y,

he wanted to g et safety; he did not wish c ompany. He made kno wn

his plans to a de ar br other , who engaged to furnish him oc casionally

wi th f ood. Henr y passed t welve months in this w ay, beholding no

human soul sa ve his br other . His br other fai thfull y took him f ood

fr om time to time. The win ter w eather o f 1859 was very hard, but

it w as not so har d to be ar as his master N athaniel Dix on. The will
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of Henr yÕs old master en ti tle d him to his fr eedom, but the heirs had

render ed said will null and v oid; this ac t in addi tion to the talk o f

selling had i ts ef fect in driving him to the w oods. For a time he

hid in the hollo w of a tr ee, which w ent very hard wi th him, y et he

was willing to suf fer anything r ather than g o back to his so-c alled

master . He managed f inall y to mak e good his esc ape and came to

the Commi t tee for aid and sympa th y, which he r eceived.
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Arrival from Maryland

WILLIAM PIERCE.

But f ew passengers expr essed themsel ves in str onger terms in

regard to their so-c alled masters, than W illiam Pier ce, from Long

Green. ÒI fled,Ó said he, Òfrom John H ickol, a farmer , about f if ty

years old, gr ey-he aded and drinks whisk ey very hardÑ was always

a big devilÑill-gr ained. He owned f if teen head; he owns thr ee of

my br others. H e has a wife, a big devil, r ed head; her ser vants, she

wouldn Õt feed Õem none, except on c orn br ead; she would f ight and

swear too, when she g ot r eady. She and her husband w ould quarr el

too. A slave man, a deceitful f ellow, who had be en put up to w atch

on one oc casion, when the r est of the sla ves had helped themsel ves

to a chick en, and cooked and ate i t about midnig ht, thoug h he w as

allowed to shar e a por tion o f the f east, was ready enoug h to be tr ay

them b y times ne xt morning. This made master and mistr ess ÔcussÕ

all hands at a gr eat r ate, and master be at all hands e xcept the one

that told. I w as caned so badly tha t i t laid me up f or several weeks. I

am a lit tle lame y et fr om the be ating.Ó

Such w as William Õs stor y. He was twenty-thr ee years of age, of

a light br own c olor , well-made. Judg ing fr om his expr essions and

apparent f eelings against his master and mistr ess, he would be

willing to endur e many years of suf fering in Canada sno ws, before

he would appl y to them f or c are and pr otection.
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A Slave Catcher Caught in his
Own Trap

GEORGE F. ALBERTI PERSONATED BY A
MEMBER OF THE VIGILANCE
COMMITTEEÑA LADY FRIGHTENED BY A
PLACARD.

One afternoon, the quie t o f the An ti-Sla very Of f ice was suddenly

agitated by the c onten ts of a let ter , priv atel y placed in the hands

of J. Miller M cKim b y one of the cler ks of the Philadelphia Le dger

off ice. Said let ter i t w ould seem, had been dr opped in to the bo x of

the Le dger off ice, instead of the U .S. box (one of which, w as also in

the Le dger off ice), thr ough a mistak e, and seeing tha t i t bor e the

name of a well-kno wn slave-c atcher , Alber ti, the cler k had a great

desir e to kno w i ts impor t. W hether i t w as or was not sealed, the

wri ter c annot say, it certainl y was not sealed when i t r eached the

Anti-Sla very off ice. It sta ted tha t a lady fr om Mar yland w as then

in Philadelphia, stopping a t a boar ding-house on Ar ch Str eet, and

that she w as very desir ous of seeing the abo ve-men tione d Alber ti,

wi th a vie w of obtaining his ser vices to help c atch an Under ground

Rail Road sojourner , whom she claime d as her pr oper ty. That she

wr ote the le t ter c ould not be pr oved, but tha t i t w as sent by her

consent, ther e was no doubt. I n or der to sa ve the poor f ellow fr om

his impending doom, i t seemed tha t nothing w ould avail but a bold

str ateg ical movement. Mr . McKim pr oposed to f ind some one who

would be willing to answ er f or Al ber ti. Cyrus W hi tson, a member o f

the Commi t tee, in Mr . McKimÕs judgment, could manag e the ma t ter

successfully. At tha t time, C. W hi tson w as engaged in the F ree Labor

stor e, at the c orner o f Fif th and Cherr y str eets, near the An ti-
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Slavery off ice. On being sen t f or, he imme diatel y answered the

summons, and Mr . McKim at onc e made kno wn to him his plan,

which w as to save a fellow-man fr om being dr agged back to

bondage, by visi ting the lad y, and ascertaining fr om her in

conversation the wher eabouts o f the fug itiv es, the names of the

wi tnesses, and all the par ticulars. N othing c ould ha ve delig hted the

shrewd Whi tson be t ter; he saw just ho w he could ef fect the ma t ter ,

wi thout the slig htest pr obable failur e. So off he star ted for the

boarding-house.

Arriving, he r ang the bell, and when the ser vant appeared, he

asked if Miss W ilson, fr om Mar yland, w as stopping ther e. ÒShe is,Ó

was the answer. ÒI wish to see her.Ó ÒWalk in the par lor , sir.Ó In went

Mr . W., with his big whisk ers. Soon Miss Wilson en ter ed the par lor , a

tall, and r ather f ine-looking w ell dr essed lady. Mr. Whi tson bo wing,

poli tel y addr essed her , substantiall y thus:

ÒI have come to se e you inste ad of Mr . Geo. F. Alber ti, to whom

you addr essed a note, this morning. Cir cumstanc es, over which Mr .

A. had no contr ol, pr evented his coming, so I ha ve come, madam,

to look af ter y our business in his plac e. Now, madam, I wish i t to

be distinc tl y understood in the outse t, tha t wha tever tr anspir es

between us, so far as this business is c oncerned, must be k ept

stric tl y conf iden tial, b y no me ans, must this ma t ter be allo wed to

leak out; if i t does, the darne d aboli tionists ( excuse me), may ruin

me; at any rate w e should not be able to suc ceed in g et ting y our

slave. I am particular on this poin t, r emember .Ó

ÒYou are perf ectl y rig ht, Sir , indeed I am very glad tha t your plan

is to c onduc t this ma t ter in this manner , for I do not w ant m y name

mix ed up wi th i t in an y way.Ó

ÒVery well, madam, I think w e understand e ach other pr et ty well;

now ple ase give me the name o f the fug itiv e, his age, size, and color ,

and wher e he may be found, ho w long he has be en away, and the

wi tness who c an be relied on to iden tif y him af ter he is arr ested.Ó

Miss Wilson c arefull y communic ated these impor tant par ticulars,

while Mr . Whi tson fai thfull y pencile d down every word. At the close

of the in ter view he gave her to understand tha t the ma t ter should
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be at tende d to imme diatel y, and tha t he thoug ht ther e would be

no dif f icult y in securing the fug itiv e. ÒYou shall he ar fr om me soon,

madam, good af ternoon. Ó

In f ive minutes af ter this in ter view W hi tson w as back to the An ti-

slavery Of f ice wi th all Miss W ilsonÕs secrets. The f irst thing to be

at tende d was to send a messenger to the plac e wher e the fug itiv e

was at w ork, wi th a vie w of securing his saf ety; this w as a success.

The man w as found, and, frig htened almost out o f his wi ts, he

dropped all and f ollo wed the messeng er, who bor e him the w arning.

In the me anwhile Mr . McKim w as preparing, wi th gr eat dispa tch, the

subjoine d documen t f or the enlig htenmen t and w arning o f all.
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To Whom it Might Concern

TO WHOM IT MA Y CONCERN:

BEWARE OF SLAVE-CATCHERS.

Miss WILSON, of Georgetown Cr oss Roads, Kent county,

Md., is now in the ci ty in pursui t o f her alleg ed slave man,

BUTLER. J.M. Cummings and J ohn W ilson, o f the same plac e,

are understood to be her e on a similar err and. This is to

caution B UTLER and his friends to be on their guar d. Let

them k eep clear of the abo ve-name d individuals. Also, le t

them ha ve an eye on all persons kno wn to be friends o f Dr .

High, of Georgetown Cr oss Roads, and Mr . D.B. Cummings,

who is not o f Georgetown Cr oss Roads.

It is r equested tha t all par ties to whom a c opy of this ma y

be sent will post i t in a public plac e, and that the friends o f

Freedom and H umani ty will ha ve the fac ts her ein containe d

openl y read in their r espectiv e chur ches.

ÒHide the outc ast; bewr ay not him tha t w andereth.Ó Isaiah

xvi. 3.

ÒThou shalt not deliv er un to his master the ser vant tha t

has escaped fr om his master un to the e.Ó Deut. xxiii. 15.

This documen t prin ted as a large poster , about thr ee feet squar e,

and displa yed in lar ge numbers o ver the ci ty, at tr acted much

at ten tion and c ommen t, which fac ts w ere quickl y conveyed to Miss

Wilson, at her boar ding-house. A t f irst, as i t w as understood, she

was greatl y shocked to f ind herself in e verybodyÕs mouth. She

unhesi tating ly took her baggag e and star ted for ÒMy Mar yland.Ó

Thus ended one o f the most ple asant in ter views tha t ever took

place between a slave-hun ter and the V igilanc e Commi t tee of

Philadelphia.
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Arrival from Richmond, 1858

HENRY LANGHORN alias WM. SCOTT.

This Òchat telÓ from Richmond, V ir ginia, w as of a yellow comple xion,

wi th some kno wledge of the ar ts of r eading and wri ting; he w as

about t wenty-thr ee years of age and consider ed himself in gr eat

danger of being subje cted to the a uction-block b y one Char les L.

Hobson. Hobson and H enr y had gr own up fr om boyhood tog ether;

for y ears the y had even occupie d the same r oom,Ñ Henr y as a

servant-bo y and pr otector o f his pr ospectiv e young master . Under

these r elations qui te str ong af f ini ties w ere cemented between

them, and H enr y succeeded in gaining a kno wledge of the alphabe t

wi th an oc casional lesson in spelling. Both r eached their majori ty.

William w as hired out a t the Americ an Hotel, and being a Òsmart,

likely-looking bo y,Ó commande d good w ages for his y oung masterÕs

benef it, who had c ommenc ed business as a tobacco mer chant, wi th

about seven head of slaves in his possession. A year or t woÕs

experimen t pr oved tha t the y oung master w as not suc ceeding as

a merchant, and bef ore the expir ation o f thr ee years he had sold

all his slaves except H enr y. From such indic ations, H enr y was full y

persuaded tha t his time w as well nig h at hand, and gr eat w as his

anxiety as he medi tated over the a uction-block. ÒI n his he artÓ he

resolved time and again tha t he w ould ne ver be sold. I t behoo ved

him, ther efore, to avert tha t ill fa te. He at f irst r esolved to bu y

himself, but in c ounting the c ost he f ound tha t he w ould b y no

means be able to accumula te as much mone y as his master w ould

be lik ely to demand f or him; he, ther efore, abandoned this ide a

and turne d his at ten tion str aightway to the Under ground Rail Road,

by which r oute he had o ften he ard of slaves escaping. He felt the

need of mone y and tha t he must mak e and save an extr a quarter

whene ver he c ould; he soon le arned to be a v ery rig id economist,
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and being e xceeding ly accommoda ting in w aiting upon g entlemen

at the hotel and a t the springs, he f ound his li t tle ÒpileÓ increasing

weekly. His object w as to have enough to pa y for a priv ate ber th

on one o f the Richmond ste amers and also to ha ve a lit tle lef t to

fall back on af ter landing in a str ange land and among str angers.

He saved about t wo hundr ed dollars in c ash; he was then r eady to

make a forward move, and he arr anged all his plans wi th an agent

in Richmond to le ave by one of the ste amers during the Christmas

holida ys. ÒYou must c ome down to the ste amer about dar k,Ó said the

agent Òand if all is rig ht you will se e the Under ground Rail Road

agent come out wi th some ashes as a signal, and by this y ou may

know tha t all is r eady.Ó

ÒI will be ther e certain,Ó said Henr y. Christmas w eek he was

conf iden t w ould be gr anted as usual as a holiday week; a few days

before Christmas he w ent to his master and ask ed permission to

spend said holida y wi th his mother , in Cumber land county, adding

that he w ould ne ed some spending mone y, enough at le ast to pa y

his far e, etc. Young master fr eely granted his r equest, wr ote him

a pass, and doled him out enoug h mone y to pa y his far e thenc e,

but c onclude d tha t H enr y could pa y his w ay back out o f his extr a

change. Henr y expr essed his obliga tions, e tc., and r eturne d to the

Americ an Hotel. The e vening bef ore the time appoin ted for star ting

on his Under ground Rail Road voyage, he had occasion to g o out to

see the Under ground Rail Road agent, and asked the cler k to g ive

him a pass. This favor w as peremptoril y refused. Henr y, Ònot willing

to g ive it up so,Ó sat do wn to wri te a pass for himself; he f ound

it all tha t w as necessary, and was thus enabled to ac complish his

business satisfac toril y. Next day his Christmas holida y commenc ed,

but inste ad of his en joying the sig ht o f his mother , he felt tha t he

had seen her f or the last time in the f lesh. It w as a sad ref lection.

That evening at dar k, he was at the wharf, ac cording to pr omise.

The man wi th the ashes imme diatel y appeared and signalle d him. I n

his thr ee suits of clothing ( all on his back), he w alked on the boa t,

and was conduc ted to the c oal covering, wher e Egyptian dar kness

prevailed. The appoin ted hour f or the star ting o f the ste amer, was
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ten o Õclock the f ollo wing morning. B y the aid o f pr ayer, he endur ed

the suf fering tha t nig ht. No sooner had the ste amer got under w ay,

than a he avy gale was encounter ed; for be tween thr ee and four da ys

the gale and f og combine d, thr eatened the ste amer wi th a total loss.

All the fr eight on de ck, consisting o f tobac co and cot ton, had to be

thr own o verboar d, to save the passengers.

Henr y, in his sta te o f dar kness, saw nothing, nor c ould he kno w

the imminen t peril tha t his lif e was in. For tuna tel y he was not sea-

sick, but slept w ell and long on the v oyage. The steamer w as five

days coming. On landing a t Philadelphia, H enr y could sc arcely see

or w alk; the spiri t o f fr eedom, ho wever, was burning brig htl y in

the hidden man, and the fr ee gales of fr esh air and a f ew hours

on fr ee soil soon enable d him to o vercome the dif f iculties which

first pr esented themsel ves, and he was soon one of the most jo yful

mor tals living. H e tarrie d t wo days wi th his friends in P hiladelphia,

and then hastene d on to Boston. Af ter being in Boston t wo mon ths,

he was passing thr ough the mar ket one da y, when, to his surprise,

he espied his young master , Charles L. Hobson. Henr y was sure,

however, that he w as not r ecogniz ed, but suspe cted tha t he w as

hun ted. Instan tl y, Henr y pulle d up his c oat collar , and dr ew his

hat over his fac e to disguise himself as much as possi ble; but he

could not wholl y recover fr om the shock he had thus sustaine d. He

turne d aside fr om the mar ket and soon me t a friend f ormer ly fr om

Richmond, who had be en in ser vitude in the tobac co factor y owned

by his master . Henr y trie d to pr evail on him to spot out said H obson,

in the mar ket, and see if ther e possibly could be an y mistak e. Not

a step would his friend tak e in tha t dir ection. H e had been away

for several years, still he w as a fugitiv e, and didn Õt like the ide a of

renewing his ac quain tanc e wi th old or ne w friends wi th a whi te

skin fr om Vir ginia. Henr y, however, could not c onten t himself un til

he had tak en another g ood look a t Mr . Hobson. Disguising himself

he again took a str oll thr ough the mar ket, looking on the rig ht and

lef t as he passed along; pr esentl y he saw him se ated at a butcherÕs

stall. He examine d him to his sa tisfac tion, and then w ent speedil y

to he adquar ters ( the An ti-Sla very Of f ice), made known the fac t o f
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his disc overy, and stated tha t he belie ved his master had no other

err and to Boston than to c aptur e him. M easures were at onc e taken

to ascertain if such a man as Char les L. Hobson w as booked at any

of the hotels in Boston.

On f inding tha t this w as really a fact, Henr y was offered and

accepted priv ate quar ters wi th the w ell-kno wn philan thr opist and

friend o f the fug itiv e, Francis Jackson. His house as well as his purse

was always open to the sla ve. While under the r oof of Mr . Jackson, as

Hobson advertised and descri bed Henr y so accur atel y, and offered

a reward of t wo hundr ed and f if ty dollars f or him, H enr yÕs friends

thoug ht tha t the y would r eturn him the c omplimen t by publishing

him in the Boston papers qui te as accur atel y if not wi th as hig h

a reward for him; the y advertised him af ter this manner: Ò Charles

L. Hobson, t wenty-t wo years of age, six feet hig h, wi th a slouche d

hat on, mix ed coat, black pan ts, wi th a goatee, is stopping a t the

Tremont H otel,Ó &c., &c. This was as a bomb-shell to Mr . Hobson,

and he imme diatel y took the hin t, and wi th his trunks ste ered for

the sunn y South. I n a day or t wo after wards Henr y deemed i t

advisable to visi t Canada. After arriving ther e he wr ote back to his

young master , to le t him kno w wher e he was, and why he lef t, and

what he w as doing. How his le t ter w as received Henr y was never

inf orme d. For f ive years he liv ed in Boston and r an on a boat tr ading

to Canada East. He saved up his mone y and took c are of himself

credi tabl y. He was soon prepared to g o in to some business tha t

would pa y him be t ter than running on the boa t. Tw o of his y oung

friends agr eed wi th him tha t the y could do be t ter in P hiladelphia

than in Boston, so the y came to the Ci ty of Brother ly Love and

opened a first-class dining-saloon ne ar Thir d and Chestnut str eets.

For a time the y carrie d on the business wi th en terprise and

commendable cr edi t, but one o f the par tners, disguste d wi th the

prejudic es of the ci ty passenger r ailway cars, felt tha t he c ould

no long er liv e here. Henr y, known af ter le aving Slavery onl y by

the name o f Wm. Scot t, qui t ted the r estaurant business and f ound

emplo yment as a messenger under Thomas A. Scot t, Esq., Vice-

President o f the Pennsylvania Centr al Rail Road, wher e he has
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fai thfull y served for the last f our y ears, and has the pr ospect o f

f illing the o ff ice for man y years to c ome. He is an industrious, sober ,

steady, uprig ht, and in tellig ent young man, and tak es care of his wif e

and child in a c omf or table thr ee stor y brick house o f his own.
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Arrival from Richmond, 1859

Miles Robinson w as the slave of Mrs. Rober ts, a wido w lady living

in York Coun ty, Vir ginia. He did not liv e wi th her , however, but

was hired out in the ci ty of Richmond. H e had been for tuna te in

falling in to hands tha t had not tr eated him harshl y. He was not

conten ted, however. Much o f the leisur e falling inciden tall y to his

lot fr om hours o f dut y, he devoted to the ban jo. As a player on

this instrumen t he had be come qui te g if ted, but music in Richmond

was not li ber ty. The lat ter he cr aved, and in thoug ht w as often far

beyond Mason and Dix onÕs line, en joying tha t which w as denied him

in Vir ginia. Althoug h but t wenty-t wo years of age, Miles w as manly,

and determina tion and in tellig ence were tr aits str ongly mar ked in

his unusuall y well-shape d visage. Hearing tha t he w as to be sold,

he conferr ed not wi th his mother , brothers, or sisters, ( for such he

had living as sla ves in Richmond) but r esolved to esc ape by the f irst

convenienc e. Turning his a t ten tion to the Under ground Rail Road,

he soon f ound an agent who c ommunic ated his wishes to one o f

the c olor ed women running as c ook or chambermaid on one o f the

Philadelphia and Richmond ste amers, and she w as bold enoug h to

take charge of him, and f ound him a saf e berth in one o f the close ts

wher e the pots and other c ooking utensils belong ed. It w as rather

rough and tr ying, but Miles f elt tha t i t w as for li ber ty, and he must

pass thr ough the or deal wi thout murmuring, which he did, un til

success was achieved and he f ound himself in P hiladelphia. Boston

being the ha ven on which his hopes w ere fixed, after r ecrui ting

a short while in the ci ty he steered for said plac e. Finding li ber ty

ther e as sweet as he had f ondl y hoped to f ind i t, he applie d himself

unceasingly to industrial pursui ts, econom y, the impr ovement o f his

mind and the ele vation o f his r ace. Four y ears he passed thus, under

the shado w of Bunker H ill, at the end o f which time he in vested the

earnings, which he had sa ved, in a business wi th t wo young friends

in Philadelphia. All being f irst-class w aiters and understanding
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catering, the y decided to open a lar ge dining-saloon. Miles w as one

of the t wo friends men tione d in W m. Scot tÕs narr ativ e, and as his

success and consequent f or tunes ha ve been alr eady referr ed to,

it will suf f ice here to men tion him simpl y in c onnection wi th t wo

contests tha t he sustaine d wi th the pr ejudic e that soug ht to driv e

color ed people fr om the passeng er cars.

At the c orner o f Four th and W alnut str eets Miles, in c ompany

wi th t wo other y oung men, W allace and Marshall, one e vening in

a most or der ly manner , enter ed the c ars and took their se ats. The

conduc tor or dered them on the fr ont pla tf orm; the y did not budg e.

He stoppe d the c ar and or dered them out; this did no g ood. He read

rules, and w as not a li t tle embarr assed by these poli te and w ell-

dressed young men. F inall y he called for the polic e, who arr ested all

thr ee. Miles did not yield his se at wi thout a strugg le. In being pulle d

out his r esistance was such that several windo w lig hts were broken

in the c ar. The polic e being in str ong force, however, succeeded

in mar ching their prisoners to the Ma yorÕs polic e station a t the

corner o f Fif th and Chestnut str eets wher e they were locked up to

await fur ther in vestigation. The prisoners thoug ht the y were back in

Òold Vir ginn yÓ again. Miles grit ted his te eth and f elt v ery indignan t,

but wha t could he do ? The infamous pr ejudic e against which the y

had borne testimon y was contr olling all the lines o f ci ty passenger

railways in Philadelphia. W hile Miles and his friends w ere willing to

suffer f or a principle, the dir t, f ilth, c old, and disagr eeableness of

the quar ters tha t the y most lik ely would be c ompelle d to oc cupy all

night and the f ollo wing da y (Sunday) forbade submission. Adde d to

this Miles f elt tha t his y oung wif e would har dly be able to c ontain

herself while he w as locked up. The y sent f or the wri ter to in ter cede

for them.

At a late hour o f the nig ht, af ter g oing fr om the alderman Õs

boarding house to a f ir e engine house and other plac es, where it

was supposed tha t he mig ht pr obably be found, on g oing a thir d

time to his hotel, a li t tle bef ore midnig ht, he w as discovered to be

in bed, and i t w as then ascertaine d tha t he had not be en out all

the evening. The nig ht w as very storm y. We could not tell whe ther
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or not the frui tless chase on which w e had been sent in se arch

of the alderman, w as in keeping wi th the spiri t tha t had lock ed

the men up, designe d to misle ad us; he condescended at last to

appear, and accepted our o ffer to g o bail f or all o f them, and f inall y

issued a dischar ge. This was hastily deliv ered at the sta tion, and the

prisoners w ere released.

But Miles w as not satisf ied; he had br eathed fr ee air in

Massachuset ts for f our y ears, and being a man o f hig h spiri t he f elt

that he must fur ther test the pr ejudic es of the c ars. Consequentl y

one very cold nig ht, when a de ep snow covered the pa vements, he

was out wi th his wif e, and thoug ht tha t he w ould ride; his wif e being

fair , he put her on the c ar at the c orner o f Thir d and Pine str eets,

and walked to the c orner o f Four th and Pine str eets, wher e he

stepped in to the c ar and took his se at. The c onduc tor str aightway

ordered him out, on the ple a of color . God had shaded him a li t tle

too much. ÒHow is this, m y wif e is in this c ar,Ó spake Miles. All eyes

gazed around to se e who his wif e was. By this time the c ar had been

stoppe d, and the wr ath o f the c onduc tor w as kindle d pr odig iousl y.

He did not, ho wever, lay violen t hands upon Miles. A la te decision

in cour t had ta ught the polic e that the y had no rig ht to in terf ere,

except in c ases where the pe ace was actuall y being br oken; so in

order to g et rid o f this tr oublesome customer , the c ar was run o ff

the tr ack, the shiv ering passeng ers all le aving i t, as thoug h f lying

fr om a plague, wi th the e xception o f Miles, his wif e, and another

color ed gentleman, who g ot on wi th Miles. The c onduc tor then

hoiste d all the windo ws, took out the cushions, and unhi tche d the

horses. But Miles and his par ty stood i t br avely; Miles burning all the

time wi th indigna tion a t this e xhi bi tion o f pr ejudic e in the ci ty of

Brother ly Love. The war was then r aging f ier cely, and as Miles then

felt, he w as almost pr epared to say, he didn Õt care which be at, as the

woman said, when she sa w her husband and the be ar wr estling. H e

was compelle d to admi t tha t this pr ejudic e was akin to slavery, and

gave to slavery i ts chief suppor t.

The occupants of the horseless c ar, which w as being air ed so
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thor oughly, remained in i t f or a length o f time, un til the y had

suff icien tl y borne their testimon y, and they too quie tl y forsook i t.

Prior to this e vent, by his industr y and har d-e arned savings, Miles

had become the o wner o f a comf or table brick house, and had made

up his mind to r emain a ci tiz en of Philadelphia, but the spiri t which

prompte d the af oresaid tr eatmen t c alled up wi thin him r ef lections

somewhat similar to those ar oused by Slavery, and i t w as not a gr eat

while bef ore he offered his pr oper ty for sale, including his business

stand, r esolving to r eturn to Boston. H e received an offer f or his

proper ty, accepted i t, pulle d up stak es, and again hopefull y turne d

his face thi ther ward. The ambi tious Miles c ommenc ed business in

Chelsea, near Boston, wher e he pur chased himself a c omf or table

home; and he has ever sinc e been successfully engaged in the sale

of kerosene oil. I nstead of seeking ple asure in the ban jo, as he was

wont to do in V ir ginia, he no w f inds delig ht in the Baptist Chur ch,

Rev. Mr. GrimesÕ, of which he is a pr ominen t member , and in other

f ields o f usefulness tending to ele vate and be t ter the c ondi tion o f

society generally.
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Arrival from Richmond

JOHN WILLIAM DUNGY.ÑBROUGHT A
PASS FROM EX. GOV. GREGORY.

ÒHe ought to be put in a c age and kept f or a show,Ó said Anna

Brown, daughter o f the her o, John Brown, at the house o f the wri ter ,

wher e she happened to me et the abo ve named Under ground Rail

Road passenger. He had then just r eturne d fr om Canada, after being

a Refugee four y ears. In the me an time thr ough the w ar and the

Proclamation o f Father Abr aham the f et ters had be en torn fr om

the limbs o f the sla ve, and the w ay to Richmond was open to all.

John W illiam on this oc casion was on his way thi ther to se e how

his br ethr en tog ether wi th their old oppr essors look ed facing e ach

other as fr eemen. Miss Anna Brown w as en route to N orf olk, wher e

she designed to te ach a school o f the unf et ter ed bondmen. The

return o f the Refugee was as unexpected as it w as gratif ying.

Scarcely had the c ordial gr eetings o f the wri ter and his famil y ended

and the da ughter o f Brown been in tr oduced before the wri ter w as

plying his Refugee guest wi th a multiplici ty of questions r elativ e to

his sojourn in Canada, e tc. ÒHow have you been get ting along in

Canada? Do you lik e the c ountr y?Ó ÒFirst-r ate,Ó said John W illiam.

ÒYou look as thoug h you had nei ther be en star ved, nor fr ozen. Have

you had plen ty of work, made some mone y, and taken care of

yourself ?Ó ÒYes.Ó ÒWhen you were on the Under ground Rail Road

on your w ay to Canada you pr omised tha t you were going to k eep

fr om all bad habi ts; how about the Ôcri t tur?Õ do you tak e a lit tle

sometimes?Ó ÒNo, I have not dr ank a dr op sinc e I lef t the South Ó

replied John W illiam wi th emphasis. ÒGood!Ó ÒI suppose you smok e

and chew at any rate?Ó ÒNo, nei ther . I never think o f such a thing. Ó

ÒNow don Õt you keep late hours a t nig ht and sw ear occasionally?Ó

ÒNo, Sir . All the leisur e that I ha ve of evenings is spen t over m y books
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as a general thing; I ha ve not fallen in to the fashionable customs

of young men.Ó Miss Brown, who had be en an at ten tiv e listener ,

remarked: ÒHE OUGHT TO BE PUT IN A CAGE, ETC.Ó

He was twenty-seven years of age when he f irst lande d in

Philadelphia, in the mon th o f Februar y, 1860, per ste amer

Pennsylvania, in which he had be en stowed away in a stor e-r oom

containing a lot o f rubbish and furni tur e; in this w ay he r eached

City Poin t; her e a famil y of I rish emigr ants, very dir ty, were taken on

board, and or ders w ere given tha t accommoda tions should be made

for them in the r oom oc cupie d by J.W. Here was trouble, but onl y

for a momen t. Those in to whose char ge he had been consigned on

the boa t kne w tha t the k et tle and pot-close t had o ften be en used

for Under ground Rail Road purposes, and he w as safely conduc ted

to quar ters among the pots. The r oom w as exceeding ly limi ted,

but he stood i t br avely. On landing he w as not able to stand. I t

requir ed not onl y his personal ef for ts but the help o f friends to g et

him in a c ondi tion to w alk. No sooner had he steppe d on shor e,

however, than he began to cr y aloud f or jo y. ÒThank God!Ó rang out

sonor ously fr om his o verf lowing soul. Alarme d at this indic ation o f

grati tude his friends imme diatel y told him tha t tha t w ould ne ver do;

that all hands w ould be be tr ayed; tha t he w as far fr om being saf e in

Philadelphia. H e suppr essed his emotion. Af ter being deliv ered in to

the hands o f the Ac ting Commi t tee, wher e he was in mor e priv ate
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quar ters, he gave full v ent to the jo y he experienc ed on r eaching

this ci ty. He said that he had be en tr ying earnestl y for f ive years to

obtain his fr eedom. For this spe cial object he had saved up sixt y-

eight dollars and f if teen cents, all o f which but the f if teen cents

he willing ly paid f or his passage on the boa t. Fif teen cents, the

balance of his en tir e capital, w as all that he had when he lande d in

Philadelphia.

Before leaving the South he w as hired in the famil y of Ex-

Governor Gr egor y. Of the Go vernor and his wif e he spoke very

highly,Ñsaid tha t the y were kind to him and w ould r eadily favor him

whene ver he solici ted them to do so. H e stated tha t af ter making

his arr angements to star t, in or der tha t he mig ht be away several

days before being missed, he told Mrs. Gr egor y tha t he w ould be

glad to spend a w eek wi th his mother , (she lived some distanc e in

the c ountr y). As he was not f eeling v ery well she kindl y acceded to

his r equest, and told him to ask the Go vernor f or a pass and some

money. The Governor w as busy wri ting, but he a t onc e granted

the pr ayer, wr ote him a pass, gave John f ive dollars, adding tha t

he was sorry tha t he had no mor e in his pock et, &c. John bo wed

and thank ed the Go vernor , and soon got r eady for his visi t; but

his r oute la y in a far dif ferent dir ection than tha t contempla ted

by the Go vernor and his lad y. He was aiming f or the Under ground

Rail Road. As has already been in tima ted, he was not owned by the

Governor , but b y the Ferr ell heirsÑ five childr en who had mo ved

fr om Vir ginia to Alabama y ears back. ÒEvery Ferr ell tha t liv es is down

on slaves; they are very severe,Ó said John. Yet he had not suf fered

as many others had who belong ed to them, as he had be en a dining-

room ser vant. At one time the y had owned lar ge numbers o f slaves,

but la t ter ly the y had been selling them o ff. Contr ary to JohnÕs wishes

his Alabama owners had notif ied him as w ell as the Go vernor , that

in a shor t while he w as to be tak en to Alabama. This induc ed John to

act wi th gr eat pr omptness in le aving at the time tha t he did.

After passing se veral years in Canada as has been alr eady notic ed,

he returne d to Richmond and paid a visi t to his old home.

He found tha t the g overnor and his wif e had both depar ted, but
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two of the da ughters (y oung ladies ), still liv ed. They were both g lad

to see him; the y ounger especiall y; she told him tha t she w as glad

that he escaped, and tha t she Òprayed for him.Ó The elder remarked

that she had al ways thoug ht tha t he w as too Ògood a Christian to

run away.Ó Another thing which she r eferr ed to, appar entl y wi th

much f eeling, w as this: On his w ay to Canada, he wr ote to the

governor , from Rochester , Òthat he ne ed put himself to no tr ouble

in hun ting him up, as he had made up his mind to visi t Canada.Ó She

thoug ht tha t John w as rather Ònaughty,Ó to write thus to her Òpapa,Ó

nevertheless, she was disposed to f orgive him, af ter she had fr ankly

spoken her mind.

John f ound Richmond, which so long had held him in chains, full y

humble d, and her sla ve power ut ter ly cast down. H is wondering

eyes gazed un til he w as perfectl y satisf ied tha t i t w as the Lor dÕs

doings, and i t w as marvellous in his e yes. He was more than ever

resolved to g et an education, and g o back to V ir ginia, to help te ach

his br ethr en who had be en so long denie d the privileg e. It w as

not long bef ore he was at Ober lin Colleg e, a faithful studen t,

commanding the hig hest r espect fr om all the facult y for his g ood

depor tmen t and studious habi ts.

After ad vancing r apidl y ther e, the w ay opened mor e full y to

pursue his studies wi th gr eater facili ties and less expense at a

college in one o f the Eastern S tates. He accepted the fa vors of

friends who o ffered him assistanc e, wi th a vie w of pr eparing him

for a mission among the fr eedmen, belie ving tha t he possessed in a

high degr ee, the elemen ts for a useful w orker, preacher, organizer

and te acher. As the friends allude d to, w ere about taking me asures

to star t a college at H arperÕs Ferr y, especiall y for the benef it o f

the Freedmen, the y anticipa ted making this la ti tude the f ield o f

his futur e endeavors, at le ast for a time. Er e he graduated in vie w

of the fac t tha t the har vest in the South so ur gentl y called for

labor ers, he was solici ted to be an ag ent f or the S tor er Colleg e,1and

1.The appende d extr act fr om an off icial cir cular , issued by
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subsequentl y to en ter upon a mission under the a uspices of the

Free-W ill Baptists, in Mar tinsbur g, Vir ginia. For thr ee or f our y ears

he labor ed in this f ield wi th c ommendable z eal and acceptabl y,

gathering y oung and old in da y and Sunday-schools, and also

organizing chur ches. By his constan t labors his he alth became

impair ed; receiving a c all fr om a chur ch in Pr ovidenc e, he accepted,

not wi thout kno wing, ho wever, that his mission w as to be lef t in

fai thful hands, to c arr y on the g ood w ork.

the Boar d of Instruc tion o f Stor er Colleg e, will thr ow

light upon this I nsti tution: STO RER COLLEGE, HARPER'S

FERRY, WEST VIRGINIA. This Insti tution, deriving i ts

name fr om John Stor er, Esq., late of Sanford, Me., who

gave ten thousand dollars to aid in i ts establishmen t, is

located at H arper's Ferr y, West Va., and has been

char ter ed wi th full po wers by a special act o f the

Legislatur e. The Corpor ation has be en regular ly

organized, about thir ty thousand dollars in mone y has

been obtaine d, a large tr act o f land has been pur chased,

ample buildings ha ve been secur ed, and a Normal School

has been in suc cessful oper ation during the last eig hteen

mon ths. The U.S. authori ties have repeatedly expr essed

their c onf idenc e in and sympa th y wi th this under taking,

by li beral grants of mone y and buildings, and the ag ent

for the distri bution o f the Peabody Fund, has pledged

pecuniar y aid to the best o f the pupils in a t tendanc e,

who ma y be in need of such assistanc e. REV. J. CALDER,

D.D., Pres., Harrisbur g, Penna. Harper's Ferr y, West Va.,

March 1, 1869. REV. N.C. BRACKETT, Act. Sec'y., Harper's

Ferr y, West Va.
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Ther e is still ne ed of ef f icien t labor ers in the Shenandoah V alley.

According to the testimon y of Mr . Dungy, scores of places may

still be f ound wher e the childr en have no school privileg es, and

wher e many, both old and y oung, have never had the oppor tuni ty of

entering a me eting-house or chur ch sinc e the w ar, as the spiri t o f

the whi te Christians in these r egions is gr eatl y embi t ter ed against

the c olor ed people, owing to the aboli tion o f Slavery; and the y do

not in vite them to ei ther chur ch or school. I ndeed, the chur ches are

closed against them. A t dif ferent times, Mr . Dungy has eloquen tl y

represented the c ondi tion o f the c olor ed chur ches of the South,

in the ci ty of Philadelphia. As a speaker, Mr . Dungy is able and

inter esting, o f good addr ess, remarkably graceful in his manners,

and possessing much g eneral inf orma tion.

The subjoine d let ters r eceived fr om him, while a fug itiv e in

Canada, are characteristic o f the man, and will r epay a perusal.

BRANTFORD, March 3d, 1860.

MR. WM. STILL, DEAR SIR:ÑI have seated myself this

evening to wri te you a few lines to inf orm y ou tha t I ha ve got

thr ough my journe y, and landed safely in Brantf ord, wher e

I found m y friend, S tepne y Brown, and w e expr essed great

joy at me eting e ach other , and had a great shaking o f hands,

and have not g ot done talking y et o f the old times w e had in

Vir ginia.

I thank God I am en joying vig orous health, and hope y ou

all are well, as it is wri t ten in the f irst P salm, ÒBlessed is

the man tha t w alketh not in the c ounsel o f the ung odly, nor

standeth in the w ay of sinners, nor si t teth in the se at o f the

scornful. Ó

I wish y ou may think o f me o ften and pr ay for me tha t I

may grow a man, one o f the f ollo wers of our me ek and lo wly

Saviour . Give my love to Mrs. S till, and famil y, and the Rev.

Mr . Gibbs, that w as residing wi th y ou when I w as there.

I must no w inf orm y ou a li t tle about Canada, a t le ast as

much o f i t as I have seen and heard. I arriv ed in the ci ty
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of Hamilton, on the 15th F ebruar y, 1860, at nine o Õclock in

the evening, and the w eather w as dreary and cold, and the

cars laid o ver ther e until ten o Õclock ne xt day, and I w ent

up in to the ci ty and saw a por tion o f i t. I then star ted for

Toronto, arriv ed ther e same day at 12 oÕclock. Ther e I met

friends fr om Richmond, r emained ther e several days; during

the time w e had a very extensiv e snow storm, and I took

the oppor tuni ty of walking ar ound the ci ty looking a t the

elephants, and other gr eat sig hts. I lik ed i t very much; but

upon he aring tha t m y friend and br other S tepne y Brown w as

in Brantf ord, I became disatisf ied and lef t f or Brantf ord on

the 21st Februar y, 1860. I have found i t a very pleasant, and

have been told i t is the pr et tiest plac e in Canada.

It is built upon the Gr and River, which is t wo hundr ed

miles long, and empties in to L ake Erie. I t rises to a gr eat

height every spring, and gr eat masses of ic e come down,

bring ing bridg es, saw-logs, tr ees, and fair ly sweeps

everything bef ore it. The pe ople who liv e upon the f lats are

in gr eat danger of being dr owned in their houses.

I got a si tuation imme diatel y at the K erby House, by the

inf luenc e of my friend and br other , Stepne y Brown, who I

must say has been very kind to me, as also ha ve the pe ople of

Brantf ord. The Kerbey House is the lar gest hotel in the to wn

about 250 r ooms, and a stable at the back, wi th a gas-house

of i ts own. No mor e at pr esent, but r emain,

Yours very respectfull y,

JOHN WILLIAM D UNGY.

P.S. Wri te at your e arliest c onvenienc e, and oblig e your

friend, J .W.D.

BRANTFORD, April 20th.

MR. STILL, DEAR SIR:ÑI feel myself qui te lonesome this

evening, and not he aring fr om you latel y I tak e this

oppor tuni ty to dr op you a few lines. I ha ve not much to

say, brother B rown has lef t f or the falls, and e xpects to
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return ne xt win ter . The weather is mild and w arm at this

time; the gr ass is put ting up and beg ins to look lik e spring.

I thank the Lor d I am en joying good health at this time. I

hope this le t ter will f ind y ou and y our famil y well, give my

complimen ts to them all and Mr . Gibbs and the y oung lad y

that w as at your house when I w as ther e. Times has been

hard this win ter , but the y are incr easing for the be t ter . I

wr ote to y ou a few days ago, I don Õt know whe ther y ou got

my let ter . I asked in m y let ter if Mr . Williams w as on the

pennsy lvania, that runs fr om their to Richmond, V a. I should

have wri t ten to him, but I did not kno w his number , I also

named a friend o f mine, Mr P lumer if he arriv es their ple as

to tell him to c ome to B rantf ord, wher e I am for ther e are

good chanc es for business I think a gr eat deal about m y

color ed br ethr en in the South but I hope to be a benef it to

them one o f these days. We have qui te a melanchol y affair

about one o f our c olor ed br others who made his esc ape

fr om the South those who took him up ha ve gone back to

obtain wi tness to c onvict him f or mur der. These wi tness is

to be her e on M onday 23 inst but the def endenc e of the

law says they shant tak e him back unless the y bring g ood

wi tness and men o f truth I will wri te you mor e about i t af ter

the trial c omes of. I must sa y a li t tle about m yself. I w ant to

devote m yself to stud y if I c an for the ne xt t welve months.

I expect to le ave the Kirb y House on the 5th o f may. I have

taken a barber shop which is a v ery good si tuation and one

hand emplo yed wi th me. I w ould be much oblig e to y ou if

you would g ive me some advice what to do. I sen t you the

morning her ald yesterday which c ontaine d a acciden t which

occur d on the G . trunk R.W. you will se e in i t tha t w e donÕt

have much poli tics her e. The late destruc tiv e fir e we had

I thoug ht i t w ould ha ve kept br antf ord back this summer

but i t is incr easing slowly I have nothing mor e to say at this

time. I hope the Lor d may bless you all and tak e care of you

in this w or ld, and af ter time r eceive you in his e verlasting
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king dom thr ough Jesus Christ our Lor d. Answer this as soon

as convenien t. Good b ye.

Yours r espectfull y

J.W. DUNGY.

BRANTFORD, C.W., JANUARY 11th, 61.

MR. WM. STILL, DEAR SIR:ÑI tak e this oppor tuni ty to dr op

you a few lines to le t you hear fr om me. I am w ell at this time,

hoping this will f ind y ou the same.

I ackno wledge my great neg lectness of you wi th gr eat

regret tha t I ha ve not answ ered your le t ter bef ore this, I

hope you will e xcuse me as I have succeeded in g et ting me a

wif e since I wr ote to y ou last.

My mind has be en much tak en up in so doing f or several

mon ths past. Giv e my complimen ts to y our wif e and your

famil y, and Mr . Gibbs, also hoping the y are all well. Tell

Mrs. Still to pr ay for me tha t I ma y grow in gr ace and the

knowledge of the truth as i t is in Jesus.

I often think o f you all. I pr ay tha t the time ma y come

when w e will all be men in the Uni ted States. We have read

here of the gr eat disturbanc e in the South. M y pr ayer is tha t

this ma y be a deathblo w to Slavery. Do you ever have any

Under ground Rail Road passengers now? Times have been

very pr osperous in Canada this y ear.

The commer cial tr ade and tr aff ic on the r ailways has been

very dull f or these f ew mon ths back. Business on the B uf falo

and Lake Huron r ailway has been so dull tha t a gr eat number

of the hands ha ve been dischar ged on account o f the panic

in the South.

Canada yet cries, F reedom! Freedom! Freedom!

I must no w say a li t tle about m y friend and br other

Stepne y Brown, he liv ed about six mon ths at the Niagar a

Falls and is no w going to school her e in Brantf ord, he sends

his best r espects to y ou all. He and I o ften si t tog ether a t
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night af ter the labor o f the da y is over talking about our

absent friends wishing w e could see them onc e mor e.

Mr . Brown and m yself have been wishing f or one or t wo of

your slavery standar ds and would be much oblig ed to y ou if

you would send some o f the la test.

Please let me he ar fr om you as soon as possible. I must

now bring m y let ter to a close and r emain your af fectiona te

friend,

J.W. DUNGY.

P.S. May the Lor d be wi th y ou. J.W. DUNGY.

Address your le t ter to J ohn W. Dungy, Brantf ord, C.W.
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"Aunt Hannah Moore"

In 1854 in company wi th her so-c alled Mistr ess (Mary Moor e) Aunt

Hannah arriv ed in Philadelphia, fr om Missouri, being en route to

California, wher e she wi th her mistr ess was to join her master , who

had gone ther e years before to seek his f or tune. The mistr ess having

relativ es in this ci ty tarrie d her e a short time, not doubting tha t she

had suf f icien t contr ol over Aun t H annah to k eep her fr om contact

wi th ei ther aboli tionists or those o f her o wn c olor , and tha t she

would ha ve no dif f icult y in taking her wi th her to her journe yÕs end.

If such w ere her c alculations she w as greatl y mistak en. For althoug h

Aunt H annah was desti tute o f book -le arning she w as nevertheless a

woman of thoug ht and na tur al abili ty, and while she wisel y kept her

counsel fr om her mistr ess she took care to mak e her w ants kno wn

to an aboli tionist. She had passe d many years under the y oke, under

dif ferent owners, and no w seeing a r ay of hope she availed herself

of the oppor tuni ty to secur e her fr eedom. She had occasion to g o

to a stor e in the neig hbor hood wher e she was stopping, and to her

unspeakable joy she found the pr oprie tor an aboli tionist and a friend

who inquir ed in to her c ondi tion and pr offered her assistanc e. The

stor e-k eeper quickl y made kno wn her c ondi tion a t the An ti-sla very

Off ice, and in double-quick time J .M. McKim and Char les Wise as

aboli tionists and members o f the V igilanc e Commi t tee repair ed to

the stopping-plac e of the mistr ess and her slave to demand in the

name of humani ty and the la ws of Pennsylvania tha t Aun t H annah

should be no long er held in f et ters but tha t she should be

imme diatel y pr oclaime d fr ee. In the e yes of the mistr ess this

procedur e was so extr aordinar y tha t she became very much e xci ted

and for a momen t thr eatened them wi th the Òbroomstick, Ó but her

raving had no ef fect on M essrs. McKim and W ise, who did not r est

conten ted un til Aun t H annah was safely in their hands. She had lived

a slave in M oor eÕs famil y in the S tate o f Missouri about ten y ears and

said she was treated very well, had plen ty to e at, plen ty to w ear, and
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a plenty of work. It w as prior to her c oming in to the possession o f

Moor e that Aun t H annah had been made to drink the bi t ter w aters

of oppr ession. From this poin t, ther efore, we shall pr esent some o f

the inciden ts of her lif e, from infanc y, and very nearly word for w ord

as she related them:

ÒMoor e bought me fr om a man name d McCaull y, who o wned me

about a y ear. I fared dr eadful bad under M cCaull y. One day in a

rage he under took to be at me wi th the limb o f a cherr y-tr ee; he

began at me and trie d in the f irst plac e to snatch m y clothes o ff,

but he did not suc ceed. After tha t he be at the cherr y-tr ee limb all

to pie ces over me. The f irst blo w struck me on the back o f my neck

and knock ed me do wn; his wif e was looking on, si t ting on the side

of the be d cr ying to him to la y on. Af ter the limb w as worn out he

then w ent out to the yar d and got a lath, and he c ome at me again

and beat me wi th tha t un til he br oke it all to pie ces. He was not

satisf ied then; he ne xt w ent to the f ence and tor e off a paling, and

wi th tha t he took both hands, ÔcursingÕ me all the time as hard as

he could. W ith an oa th he w ould say, Ônow don Õt you lo ve me?Õ ÔOh

master , I will pr ay for y ou, I w ould cr y, then he w ould ÔcussÕ harder

than e ver.Õ He beat me un til he w as tir ed and qui t. I cr ept out o f

doors and thr owed up blood; some da ys I was hardly able to cr eep.

With this be ating I w as laid up several weeks. Another time Mistr ess

McCaull y got very angr y. One day she beat me as bad as he did. She

was a woman who w ould g et very mad in a minute. One da y she

began scolding and said the ki tchen w asnÕt kept cle an. I told her the

ki tchen w as kept as clean as any ki tchen in the plac e; she spoke

very angr y, and said she didn Õt go by other f olks but she had rules o f

her o wn. She soon or dered me to c ome in to her . I went in as she

ordered me; she met me wi th a mule-r ope, and or dered me to cr oss

my hands. I cr ossed my hands and she tie d me to the be dstead. Here

her husband said, Ômy dear, now let me do the f ighting.Õ In her mad

fit she said he shouldn Õt do it, and told him to stand back and k eep

out o f the w ay or I will g ive you the c owhide she said to him. H e then

ÔsotÕ down in a ÔcheerÕ and looked lik e a man condemne d to be hung;

then she whippe d me wi th the c owhide un til I sunk to the f loor .
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He then begg ed her to qui t. He said to his wif e she has begged and

begged and you have whippe d her enoug h. She only raged Ôwus;Õ she

turne d the but t end o f the c owhide and struck me f ive or six blo ws

over m y head as hard as she could; she then thr owed the c owhide

down and told a li t tle g ir l to un tie me. The li t tle g ir l was not able

to do i t; Mr . McCaull y then un tie d me himself. Both times tha t I w as

beat the blood run do wn fr om my head to m y feet.

ÒThey wouldn Õt give you anything to e at har dly. McCaull y bor e

the name o f coming b y fr ee color ed childr en wi thout bu ying them,

and selling them af ter wards. One boy on the plac e always said tha t

he was free but had be en kidnappe d fr om Ar kansas. He could tell

all about ho w he w as kidnapped, but c ould not f ind an ybody to do

anything f or him, so he had to c onten t himself.

ÒMcCaull y boug ht me fr om a man b y the name o f Landers. W hile

in L andersÕ hands I had the rheumatism and w as not able to w ork.

He was afraid I w as going to die, or he w ould lose me, and I w ould

not be o f any service to him, so he took and tr aded me off for a

wagon. I w as something be t ter when he tr aded me off; well enoug h

to be about. M y health r emained bad for about f our y ears, and I

never got m y health un til M oor e bought me. M oor e took me f or a

debt. M cCaull y owed Moor e for w agons. I was not born in Missouri

but w as born in V ir ginia. From m y earliest memor y I w as owned by

Conr ad Hackler; he liv ed in Gr ason County. He was a very poor man,

and had no other sla ve but me. H e bought me bef ore I was quite f our

years old, f or one hundr ed dollars. H ackler boug ht me fr om a man

named William Sc ot t. I must g o back by good rig hts to the beg inning

and tell all: Sc ot t boug ht me f irst fr om a young man he me t one da y

in the r oad, wi th a bundle in his arms. Sc ot t, wishing to kno w of the

young man wha t he had in his bundle, w as told tha t he had a bab y.

ÔWhat ar e you going to do wi th i t?Õ said Scot t. The y oung man said

that he w as going to tak e it to his sister; tha t i ts mother w as dead,

and i t had nobod y to tak e care of i t. Scot t o ffered the y oung man

a horse for i t, and the y oung man took him up. This is the w ay I

was told tha t Scot t came by me. I never kno wed anything about m y

mother or fa ther , but I ha ve always believed tha t m y mother w as a
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whi te w oman, and tha t I w as put away to save her char acter; I ha ve

always thoug ht this. Under H ackler I w as treated mor e like a brute

than a human being. I w as fed lik e the dogs; had a tr ough dug out o f

a piece of wood f or a pla te. After I gr owed up to ten y ears old the y

made me sleep out in an old house standing o ff some distanc e fr om

the main house wher e my master and mistr ess lived. A bed of str aw

and old r ags was made for me in a big tr ough called the tan tr ough (a

tr ough having been used for tanning purposes ). The cats about the

place came and slept wi th me, and w as all the c ompany I had. I had

to w ork wi th the hoe in the f ield and help do e verything in doors

and out in all w eathers. The plac e was so poor tha t some seasons

he would not r aise twenty bushels o f corn and har dly thr ee bushels

of whe at. As for shoes I ne ver kno wed what i t w as to have a pair o f

shoes until I w as grown up. Af ter I gr owed up to be a w oman m y

master thoug ht nothing o f taking m y clothes o ff, and w ould whip me

until the blood w ould run do wn to the gr ound. Af ter I w as twenty-

f ive years old the y did not tr eat me so bad; the y both pr ofessed to

get r elig ion about tha t time; and m y master said he w ould ne ver

lay the w eight o f his f inger on me again. Onc e after tha t mistr ess

wanted him to whip me, but he didn Õt do it, nor ne ver whippe d me

any mor e. After a while my master die d; if the y had gone according

to law I w ould ha ve been hir ed out or sold, but m y mistr ess wanted

to k eep me to c arr y on the plac e for her suppor t. So I was kept f or

seven or eig ht years after his de ath. I t w as understood be tween my

mistr ess, and her childr en, and her friends, who all me t af ter master

died, tha t I w as to tak e care of mistr ess, and after mistr ess died I

should not ser ve anybody else. I done m y best to k eep my mistr ess

fr om suf fering. Af ter a f ew years the y all became dissatisf ied, and

moved to Missouri. The y scat ter ed, and took up g overnmen t land.

Without me ans they lived as poor pe ople commonl y live, on small

farms in the w oods. I still liv ed wi th m y mistr ess. Some of the heirs

got dissatisf ied, and sued for their rig hts or a set tlemen t; then I w as

sold wi th m y child, a bo y.Ó

Thus Aunt H annah r eviewed her slave-lif e, showing tha t she had

been in the hands o f six dif ferent owners, and had se en great
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tri bulation under e ach of them, e xcept the last; tha t she had ne ver

known a motherÕs or a fatherÕs care; that Slavery had given her one

child, but no husband as a pr otector or a fa ther . The half o f wha t she

passed thr ough in the w ay of suf fering has sc arcely been hin ted at

in this sk etch. Fif ty-seven years were passed in bondag e before she

reached Philadelphia. Under the g ood Providenc e thr ough which

she came in possession o f her fr eedom, she f ound a kind home wi th

a famil y of Aboli tionists, (Mrs. Gilling hamÕs), whose hearts had been

in deep sympath y wi th the sla ve for man y years. In this si tuation

Aunt H annah r emained several years, honest, fai thful, and oblig ing,

taking c are of her e arnings, which w ere put out a t in ter est for her

by her friends. H er mind w as deeply imbue d wi th r elig ious f eeling,

and an unshak en conf idenc e in God as her onl y trust; she c onnected

herself wi th the A.M.E. Be thel Chur ch, of Philadelphia, wher e she

has walked, blameless and exemplar y up to this da y. Probably ther e

is not a member in tha t lar ge congr egation whose simple fai th and

whose w alk and conversation ar e mor e commendable than Aun t

HannahÕs. Althoug h she has passed thr ough so many hardships she

is a woman of good judgmen t and mor e than average intelle ct;

enjoys good health, vig or, and peace of mind in her old da ys, wi th

a small inc ome just suf f icien t to me et her humble w ants wi thout

having to liv e at ser vice. After living in P hiladelphia f or several years,

she was marrie d to a man o f about her o wn age, possessing all her

good quali ties; had ser ved a lif e-time in a hig hly respectable Quak er

famil y of this ci ty, and had so won the este em of his kind emplo yer

that at his de ath he lef t him a c omf or table house f or lif e, so that

he was not under the ne cessity of serving another . The name of

the r ecipien t o f the g ood Quak er friendÕs bounty and Aunt H annahÕs

companion, w as Thomas Todd. Af ter a f ew years of wedded lif e,

Aunt H annah was called upon to be lef t alone again in the w or ld by

the de ath o f her husband, whose loss w as mourne d by many friends,

both c olor ed and whi te, who kne w and r espected him.
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Kidnapping of Rachel and
Elizabeth Parker—Murder of
Joseph C. Miller in 1851 and
1852

Those who w ere inter ested in the An ti-Sla very cause, and who k ept

posted wi th r eference to the fr equent c ases of kidnapping oc curring

in dif ferent Free States, especiall y in Pennsylvania, during the

twenty years pr evious to emancipa tion, c annot fail to r emember

the kidnapping o f Rachel and Elizabe th Parker, and the mur der

of Joseph C. Miller , who r esided in W est Not ting ham to wnship,

Chester c ounty, Pennsylvania, in the la t ter par t o f 1851, and the

beginning o f 1852.

Both the kidnapping and the mur der at the time o f the oc curr ence

shocked and exci ted the be t ter thinking and humane classes lar gely,

not onl y in Pennsylvania, but to a c onsider able exten t over the

Nor thern S tates. It may be said, wi thout c ontr adiction, tha t Chester

county, at le ast, was never mor e aroused by any one sing le outr age

that had tak en place wi thin her bor ders, than b y these oc curr ences.

For a long while the in ter est was kept aliv e, and even as latel y as

the past y ear (1870), we find the c ase still ag itating the ci tiz ens

of Chester c ounty. Judge Benjamin I. Passmore, of said county, in

defence of truth in an e xhaustiv e article publishe d in the ÒVillage

Record,Ó West Chester , Oct. 12th, 1870, gives a reliable version o f the

mat ter , from beg inning to end, which w e feel constr ained to g ive in

full, as possessing gr eat historic al value, bearing on kidnapping in

general, especiall y in Pennsylvania.

TOM MÕCREARY.

FRIEND EVANS:ÑI notic ed in the ÒVillage Record,Ó a short

time sinc e, an article tak en fr om the Dela ware ÒTranscript, Ó

Kidnapping o f Rachel and Elizabeth
ParkerÑMur der o f Joseph C. Miller in



an obi tuar y notic e of the de ath o f the note d char acter ,

whose name he ads this ar ticle, in which false sta temen ts

were made, relativ e to the outr age he commi t ted in

kidnapping Rachel and Elizabe th Parker, two color ed gir ls

who w ere then, 1851, residing in the southern por tion o f

Chester c ounty. In your paper o f the 13th ult., I also r ead

an answer to the char ges and insinua tions made in the

ÒTranscript, Ó against Joseph C. Miller , (whose lif e was basely

destr oyed), and other ci tiz ens of Chester c ounty; as the

occurr ence took plac e in m y imme diate neig hbor hood, and

I was familiar wi th all the fac ts and cir cumstanc es, I propose

to g ive a truthful histor y of tha t vile and wick ed tr ansaction.

In the win ter o f 1851, the said McCreary in some

unexplaine d way, took Elizabe th Parker, one of the said

color ed gir ls, fr om the house o f one Donall y (not M cDonald),

in the to wnship o f East Not ting ham, wher e she was living;

but li t tle w as said about i t by Donall y, or any one else. Soon

after , McCreary wi th t wo or thr ee others o f lik e proclivi ties,

called at the house of Joseph C. Miller , in West Not ting ham,

wher e Rachel was living, and seiz ed her , gagged her , and

placed her in a c arriag e and dr ove off. The scr eams of Mrs.

Miller and her childr en, soon br ought the husband and

father to the r escue; he pursue d them on f oot, and a t a shor t

distanc e overtook them in a narr ow priv ate r oad, disputing

wi th James Pollock, the o wner o f the land, whose w agon

prevented them fr om passing. The y turne d and took another

road, and came out a t Stubb Õs Mill, making f or the Mar yland

line wi th all possi ble speed; the y arriv ed at Perr yville bef ore

the tr ain for Baltimor e. Eli Haines and a young man name d

Wiley, who liv ed near Rising Sun, Mar yland, about t wo miles

fr om Joseph C. MillerÕs, arriv ed at the same plac e soon after ,

intending to g o to Philadelphia. Mr . Haines knew Rachel, and

seeing M cCreary ther e, and her so o verwhelme d in sorr ow,

at onc e guessed the si tuation o f affairs, and he and W iley

changed their in ten tions o f going to P hiladelphia, and w ent
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in the same c ar wi th M cCreary and his vic tim, to Baltimor e,

and quie tl y watche d what disposi tion w ould be made o f her ,

as they felt c ertain pursui t w ould be made.

As soon as possible, after M cCreary had escaped fr om

West Not ting ham, Joseph C. Miller , William M orris, Abner

Richardson, Jesse B. Kirk, and H.G. Coates, star ted in pursui t

on horseback; when the y arriv ed at Perr yville, the tr ain had

gone, wi th the kidnapper and the g ir l; the y follo wed in the

next tr ain. Soon after the y arriv ed in Baltimor e, they were

met by Haines and Wiley, who had be en on the look out

for a pursuing par ty, and the y gave the inf orma tion tha t

Rachel was deposited in CampbellÕs slave-pen. The y were

dir ected by an acquain tanc e of one o f the par ty, to Francis

S. Cochran, a prominen t member o f the Socie ty of Friends.

Francis inf orme d them he w as well acquain ted wi th

Campbell, and he a t onc e accompaine d them. Campbell

assured Friend Cochr an that whilst he appr oved of Slavery

and catching runa way slaves, he despised kidnapping and

kidnappers; and on the arriv al of McCreary, he ordered him

to r emove Rachel for th wi th, which he pr oceeded to do.

Friend Cochr an insiste d on going wi th them, and sa w the g ir l

deposi ted in jail to a wait a legal in vestigation. B y this time

it w as evening, and the Chester c ounty men all w ent home

wi th Cochr an, wher e they had their suppers; the e xci temen t

being gr eat, Friend Cochr an did not c onsider i t safe for

them to g o to the depot dir ect; he pr ocur ed their tick ets

and had them driv en by a cir cui tous r oute to the depot,

charging them to k eep tog ether , and take their se ats in the

cars at onc e. Soon after the y were seated and bef ore the

cars star ted, Miller steppe d out on the pla tf orm to smok e,

against the e xpostula tions o f his friends. J esse B. Kirk, his

brother -in-la w and Abner Richar dson f ollo wed imme diatel y,

and althoug h the y were rig ht at his he els, he was gone; the y

called him b y name, and steppe d down in to the cr owd, but

soon became alarmed for their o wn safety, and returne d to
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their se ats. A consulta tion w as held, and i t w as agreed tha t

Wiley, who w as least known, and not dir ectl y iden tif ied wi th

the af fair , should pass thr ough the tr ain when i t star ted,

and see if Miller had not mistak enly got in to another c ar.

At Stemen Õs Run station, W iley returne d to the par ty wi th

the sad tidings tha t Joseph C. Miller w as not in tha t tr ain.

On consulta tion, i t w as agreed tha t Jesse B. Kirk and Abner

Richardson should r eturn fr om Perr yville in the ne xt tr ain,

and pr osecute fur ther se arch for Miller . They did so r eturn,

and McCreary also returne d to Baltimor e in the same c ar,

he having lef t Baltimor e in the c ar in the e vening wi th the

Chester c ounty men; the y arriv ed late in the nig ht, and

lock ed themsel ves up in a r oom in the f irst hotel the y came

to. Their se arch w as frui tless, and the y were forced to r eturn

home wi th the sad tidings tha t Miller c ould not be f ound.

This in tellig ence aroused the whole neig hbor hood; public

meetings w ere held to c onsult about wha t w as best to be

done. The wri ter pr esided at one o f those me etings, which

was largely at tende d, and i t w as with dif f icult y tha t the

people could be r estr ained fr om or ganizing an arme d force

to kidnap and l ynch M cCreary. Bet ter c ounsels, however,

f inall y pr evailed and i t w as resolved to send a par ty to

Baltimor e to pr osecute fur ther the se arch for Miller . About

twenty men volun teered for the ser vice; I went to the house

of Joseph C. Miller , the morning the y were to star t, but

they had met at Lewis M ellr athÕs, a brother -in-la w of Miller .

I was ther e endeavoring to c onsole the ag ed mother and

distr acted wif e and childr en of Joseph C. Miller , when w ord

came that he had be en found hang ing to a limb in the bushes

near Stemen Õs Run station, and such a sc ene of distr ess I

hope may never again be m y lot to wi tness; i t w as heart-

rending in the e xtr eme.

The par ty went to Baltimor e, and such w as the exci temen t

that i t w as consider ed unsafe for the par ty to g o out in

a body in day-time. Le vi K. Brown, who then r esided in
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Baltimor e, went wi th them b y moonlig ht, and the y

disin terr ed the bod y, which the y found about t wo feet under

ground, in a r ough box, wi th a narr ow lid tha t fr eely

admi t ted the dir t to surr ound his bod y in the bo x. No

under taker in Baltimor e could be f ound tha t w ould allo w

the bod y lef t at his plac e of business whilst a c off in w as

prepared, and i t w as deposited in ÒFriends'Ó vault; a c off in

was finall y pr ocur ed and William M orris and Abner

Richardson star ted wi th i t f or his home. W hen the y arriv ed

at Perr yville no one w ould r ender them an y assistance, and

they were compelle d to le ave the c orpse in an old sa w mill,

and walk up to P or t Deposi t, a distanc e of f ive miles, in the

night, the w eather being e xtr emely cold, and a deep snow

on the gr ound. Ther e they pr ocur ed horses and a sled and

star ted wi th the bod y, but when wi thin a shor t distanc e of

the Pennsylvania line the y were overtaken by a messenger

wi th a r equisi tion fr om the Go vernor o f Mar yland to r eturn

the bod y to Baltimor e county, in or der tha t an inquisi tion

and post-mor tem examination mig ht be held in legal f orm.

With sorr owful he arts the y turne d back; (one of these y oung

men told me tha t at no plac e south o f Por t Deposi t could

they get any one to assist them in handling the c orpse). By

this time the af fair had cr eated a great exci temen t, both

in Chester c ounty and the Ci ty of Baltimor e. Rev. John M.

Dick ey, Hon. Henr y S. Evans, then a member o f the Senate.

Brin ton D arlington, then Sherif f of Chester c ounty, and very

many of the le ading men took a de ep in ter est in the ma t ter;

we all did our par t. The Socie ty of Friends in Baltimor e

took the ma t ter in hand, and man y other w or th y ci tiz ens

belong ing to the Pr esbyterian Chur ch and others len t their

aid and inf luenc e. Hon. Henr y S. Evans, who w as then in

the Senate of Pennsylvania, brought the ma t ter bef ore the

Legislatur e, and the r esult w as that the Go vernor appoin ted

Judges Campbell and Bell, the la t ter o f our c ounty, to def end

these t wo poor c olor ed gir ls thus f oull y kidnappe d.
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The bod y of Miller under went a post-mor tem examination

in Baltimor e county, at which a gr eat number o f r owdies

at tende d, who oc cupie d their time drinking whisky and

cursing the P ennsylvania Aboli tionists; the bod y f inall y

reached i ts distr essed home f or in termen t. Drs. H utchinson

and Dick ey were called upon to mak e an examination, a t

which I w as present, and all w ere clearly of opinion tha t he

had been foull y mur dered. His wrists and ankles bor e the

unmistakable mar ks of manacles; acr oss the abdomen w as

a black mar k as if made b y a rope or c ord; the end o f his

nose bor e marks as if held b y some instrumen t o f tor tur e.

His funer al took plac e, and his r emains w ere follo wed to the

grave by an immense c oncourse o f sympathizing friends and

neighbors.

Such, ho wever, was the exci temen t, tha t the public

demanded a fur ther e xamination; he w as disinterr ed again,

and the same t wo eminen t ph ysicians made a thor ough

post-mor tem examination, and one o f them told the wri ter

that ther e were not t wo ounc es of conten ts in his stomach

and bowels, and tha t ther e was abundant evidenc e of the

presence of arsenic. H is remains w ere again in terr ed and

suffered to r emain undisturbe d.

The the or y of his friends w as that he had be en suddenl y

snatche d fr om the pla tf orm o f the c ar in the Baltimor e

Depot, gagged, strippe d, and lashed down b y the ankles and

wrists, and a r ope acr oss his abdomen, tha t his nose had

been held b y some instrumen t, and tha t he w as in this

situation dr enched wi th arsenic, and puk ed and pur ged to

death, and tha t M cCreary, or some one f or him, had he ard

Wiley repeat at Stemen Õs Run Station, tha t he w as not on

the tr ain, conceived the ide a of taking his bod y ther e and

hanging i t to a tr ee to c onvey the ide a that he had

commi t ted suicide a t tha t plac e, and such w as the statemen t

publishe d by some of the Mar yland newspapers. H is

companions said he e at a very hearty supper tha t evening
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at Francis S. CochranÕs, which wi th the other fac ts tha t his

clothing w ere not soile d, and his stomach and bo wels were

empt y, goes str ongly to substan tia te the the or y tha t he had

been strippe d and f oull y mur dered, as above indic ated.

Never w as ther e a more false assertion than tha t the Òbroad

brimme d Quakers in Pennsylvania were accomplic es of

McCreary,Ó as it is w ell known tha t opposi tion to sla very

has been a cardinal principle o f the Socie ty of Friends f or

a centur y. And tha t Joseph C. Miller c ommi t ted suicide

because of his being implic ated in the kidnapping is a base

fabric ation. I kne w Joseph C. Miller fr om boyhood in tima tel y,

and I her e take pleasure in saying tha t he w as an honest,

unassuming man, o f good mor al character and stern

integri ty, and would ha ve spurne d the ide a of any

complic ation, dir ectl y or indir ectl y, wi th slavery or

kidnapping.

It appears his f oul mur der w as not suf f icien t to sa tisf y the

friends o f slavery and kidnapping, but an a t tempt is no w

made, after the vic tim has slumber ed near t wenty years in

the gr ave, to blast his g ood name b y insinua ting tha t he w as

a party, or implic ated in the vile tr ansactions her e narr ated.

Rachel remained in jail; Elizabe th, who had be en sold to

par ties in N ew Or leans, was sent f or b y Campbell, ample

securi ty having been given tha t she should be r eturne d if

proved to be a slave. Their trial f inall y came on, and af ter

a long and te dious in vestigation the y were both pr oven, by

hosts o f r espectable wi tnesses to be fr ee. They returne d to

their mother , in Chester c ounty, who w as still living.

The Grand Jury of Chester c ounty found a true bill against

McCreary for kidnapping, a r equisi tion w as obtained, and

B. Darlington, Esq., then H igh Sherif f, pr oceeded wi th i t to

Annapolis; but the Go vernor o f Mar yland r efused to allo w

McCreary to be arr ested in tha t State.

Thus termina ted this terri ble affair , which c ost the S tate

of Pennsylvania nearly $3000 , as well as a heavy expense to
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many ci tiz ens of Baltimor e, and those o f this c ounty who

took an ac tiv e part, and whilst i t is to be hope d tha t the

principal ac tor in this sad tr ansaction full y atone d for his

evil deeds, whilst living, and his friends ma y have had a rig ht

to eulog ize him af ter de ath, the y should not ha ve gone out

of their w ay to tr aduce other par ties, dead and alive, whose

reputa tions w ere known b y living wi tnesses, to be be yond

reproach.

JUSTICE.
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Arrival from Virginia, 1854

TUCKER WHITE.

Tucker r epor ted tha t he f led fr om Major I saac Roney, of Din widdie

Cour t-H ouse, Vir ginia, in the Christmas w eek prior to his arriv al;

that he r eached Petersbur g and then enc ounter ed dif f iculties o f the

most tr ying na tur e; he next stoppe d at Ci ty Poin t, and w as equally

unf or tuna te ther e. From exposur e in the c old he w as severely fr ost-

bi t ten. W hile suf fering fr om the fr ost he w as kept in the poor -

house. After par tial r ecovery he made his w ay to Baltimor e and

thenc e to Philadelphia. Onc e or t wic e he was captur ed and carrie d

back. The Commi t tee suspected tha t he w as a cunning impostor

who had le arned how to tell a tale o f suf fering simpl y to e xci te

the sympa thies o f the bene volent; yet, wi th the map o f Vir ginia

before them, he pr oved himself familiar wi th loc alities adjacent to

the neig hbor hood in which he w as raised. Althoug h not sa tisf ied

wi th his sta temen t, the Commi t tee decided to aid him.

Passmore Williamson, who had tak en a deep in ter est in the

examination o f his c ase, in order to asc ertain the fac ts, addr essed

the f ollo wing note to Major R oney, using as his signatur e the name

of his friend, W m. J. Canby:

PHIL ADELPHIA, June 24, 1854.

MAJOR ISAAC RONEY:

DEAR SIR:ÑWithin a f ew days past a color ed man has been

tr aversing the str eets of this ci ty, exci ting the sympa thies

of the bene volent by the r eci tal o f a tale o f the har dships

he has latel y passed thr ough. He represents himself to be

Tucker W hi te, your slave, a carpen ter b y tr ade, and tha t he

escaped fr om your ser vice last Christmas. H e is qui te dar k in

comple xion, r ather o ver the me dium siz e, and a li t tle lame;
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the la t ter , probably, from the ef fects of fr ost on his f eet, fr om

which, he alleg es, he suffered severely.

He seems to be w ell acquain ted wi th the adjoining

localities, but altog ether his narr ativ e is almost incr edible,

and I am ther efore induc ed to mak e the inquir y whe ther

such a man has escaped fr om your ser vice or la tel y lef t your

neighbor hood. We are perf ectl y f looded wi th such v agrants.

It w ould be a gr eat r elief if some me asures could be r esorted

to to k eep them under legal r estr aint. An answer addr essed

to N o. 73 South 4th Str eet, above Walnut, will r each me, and

oblig e, Yours, &c.

WM. J. CANBY.

Weeks passed, but no answ er came fr om the Major . All hope w as

abandoned of obtaining a mor e satisfac tor y clue to the histor y of

Tucker W hi te. About thr ee months, ho wever, after Mr . Williamson

had wri t ten, the appende d note c ame as an answer:

MR. CANBY:

Major Roney received a let ter fr om you r elativ e to his bo y,

Tucker W hi te, and has sent me her e to inquir e of you his

wher eabouts no w. If you kno w anything c oncerning him and

will g ive me such inf orma tion so I c an get him, y ou will be

rewarded for your tr ouble. You will ple ase address,

No. 147 American Hotel.

The Major w ould ha ve sent on sooner but he has be en sick,

and the le t ter laid in Of f ice several days.

Mr . Canby was at the time ill, and no a t ten tion w as paid to the

communic ation. Af ter a da yÕs delay the f ollo wing note c ame to hand,

but, as in the f ormer instanc e, no answer w as returne d.

MR. CANBY:

You will c onfer a great favor on me b y wri ting me whe ther

you were really the author o f a let ter to Major I saac Roney,

of Din widdie Cour t H ouse, Va., relativ e to his bo y Tucker
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Whi te, and if y ou were the author , please let me kno w when

you last saw him, and wher e. I called at your o ff ice yesterday

to see you, but y our c ousin (I think he said he w as) told me

you had the choler a, and if you felt w ell enoug h you were

going to the countr y to-morr ow. I hope y ou will e xcuse my

wri ting to y ou to-da y, on tha t account. I w ould not kno w

wher e to dir ect a let ter if I w ere to w ait un til to-morr ow. If

you kno w anything c oncerning him and will le t me kno w i t,

so that I c an f ind and arr est him, y ou will v ery much oblig e

Yours, &c.,

I.M. TUCKER.

No. 147 American Hotel.

Please wri te me an answ er to-da y, so I may know ho w

to pr oceed to-morr ow. If I f ind him I will be v ery happy to

see you before I leave in behalf o f Major Roney, in whose

business I am no w engaged. I.M.T.

Some one, however, who had a hand in the f irst le t ter , referr ed

the Major to P assmore Williamson, Seventh and Ar ch Str eets. To

Mr . Williamson Õs surprise the individual who had addr essed Mr . C.

appeared at his o ff ice wi th the iden tic al let ter in his hand tha t

had been addr essed him b y Mr . W. (wi th W.J.C.Õs signatur e.) On

addressing Mr . W. he held out the le t ter and inquir ed: ÒAre you

the author o f this le t ter , sir?Ó Mr. W. looked at i t and r emarked

that i t appeared to ha ve been wri t ten b y a man named Canby. ÒMy

name is Williamson, but if y ou will w alk in and tak e a seat I will

at tend to y ou in a f ew momen ts.Ó According ly, after oc cupying a

li t tle time in adjusting some papers, he signif ied to the str anger tha t

he was ready to answ er any of his questions. Said Mr . W., ÒI say

fr ankly tha t I am the a uthor o f tha t le t ter .Ó He then pa used for a

reply. The str anger then said, ÒI have come fr om Vir ginia in behalf

of Major Roney, in search of his bo y, Tucker W hi te; the Major w as

very anxious to r ecover him, and he w ould g ladly reward Mr . W.

or anybody else who w ould aid him in the ma t ter .Ó He then asked

Mr . W. if he kne w anything o f his wher eabouts. Mr . W. replied: ÒI
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do not a t pr esent; f or a long time I ha ve heard nothing o f him. I

must tell y ou tha t I am v ery sorr y tha t Major R oney gave himself

the tr ouble to send all the w ay to Philadelphia to r e-c aptur e his Ôboy

Tucker W hi te,Õ and with r egard to g iving inf orma tion or assistanc e,

I kno w of but one or t wo men in this ci ty who w ould be me an

enough to stoop to do such dir ty work. Geo. F. Alber ti, a notorious

kidnapper , and E.D. Ingr aham, equally as notorious as a c ounsel o f

slave-hun ters whom e verybody her e despises, might have served

you in this ma t ter . I know no others to r ecommend; if an ybody can

find the Ôboy,Õ they can. But should the y f ind him the y will be oblig ed

to tak e legal steps in arr esting him bef ore they can pr oceed. In such

a case, instead of assisting Major R oney, I should f eel bound to assist

Tucker W hi te by thr owing e very obstacle tha t I possi bly could in the

way of his being c arrie d back to V ir ginia; and to close the ma t ter

I wish i t to be understood tha t I do not desir e to hold an y fur ther

corr espondenc e wi th Major R oney, of Din widdie, V ir ginia, about his

Ôboy,Õ Tucker W hi te.Ó
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Arrival from Norfolk

MARY MILLBURN, alias LOUISA F. JONES,
ESCAPED IN MALE ATTIRE.

Neither in personal appe arance, manners, nor languag e, were any

tr aces of the Peculiar I nsti tution visi ble in Mar y Mill burn. On the

contr ary, she represented a young lad y, wi th a passable education,

and very refined in her depor tmen t. She had eaten the whi te br ead

of Slavery, under the Misses Chapman, and the y had been singular ly

kind to her , taking spe cial pains wi th her in r egard to the c ompany

she should k eep, a poin t impor tant to y oung g ir ls, so liable to

exposur e as were the unpr otected young f emales of the South.

She being natur ally of a happy disposi tion, oblig ing, competen t,

ther e was but li t tle r oom f or any jars in the household, so far as

Mar y was concerned. Not wi thstanding all this, she w as not satisf ied;

Slavery in i ts most dr eaded aspect, w as all around her , continuall y

causing the he art to ble ed and eyes to w eep of both y oung and old.

The auction-block and sla ve-pen w ere daily in vie w. Young g ir ls as

promising as herself, she w ell kne w, had to be e xposed, examine d,

and sold to the vilest sla ve-holders living.
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With her kno wledge of the pr actic al wick edness of the system,

how could she be satisf ied? It w as impossible! She determine d to

escape. She could be ac commoda ted, but wi th no fa vored mode o f

tr avel. No f lowery beds of ease could be pr ovided in her c ase, any

mor e than in the c ase of others. Mar y took the Under ground Rail

Road enterprise in to c onsider ation. The oppor tuni ty of a passage on

a steamer w as before her to ac cept or r efuse. The spiri t o f fr eedom

dic tated tha t she should ac cept the o ffer and le ave by the f irst boa t.

Admonishe d tha t she could r each the boa t and also tr avel mor e

safely in male a t tir e she at onc e said, ÒAny way so I succeed.Ó It is not

to be suppose d for a momen t, tha t the ef for t could be made wi thout

encountering a gr eat Òfight o f aff lic tion.Ó When the hour arriv ed for

the boa t to star t, Mar y was nicely secreted in a bo x (place), wher e

she was not disc overed when the o ff icers made their usual se arch.

On arriving in P hiladelphia, she ming led her r ejoicings wi th the

Commi t tee in testif ying to the gr eat advantage of the Under ground

Rail Road, and to the c arefulness of i ts agents in guar ding against

acciden ts. After r emaining a shor t time in P hiladelphia, she made

choic e of Boston as her futur e residence, and wi th a le t ter o f

intr oduc tion to W illiam Llo yd Garrison, she pr oceeded thi ther ward.

How she w as received, and wha t she thoug ht o f the plac e and

people, may be gleaned fr om this le t ter (wri t ten b y herself.)

BOSTON, May 15th, 1858.

DEAR FRIEND:ÑI have selected this oppotuni ty to wri te

you a few lines, hopeing tha y may f ind y ou and y ours

enjoying helth and happiness. I arriv ed hear on Thirsda y

last, and had a le t tor o f in toduc tion g iving to me b y one of

the gentlemen a t the An toslavery off ice in New York, to Mr .

Garrison in Boston, I f ound him and his lad y both to be e

very clever. I stoppe d wi th them the f irst da y of my arriv el

hear, since that Time I ha ve been living wi th Mrs. H illiar d I

have met wi th so menn y of my acquain tanc es hear, that I all

most immag ion m y self to be e in the old c ountr y. I have not

been to Canaday yet, as you expected. I had the ple asure of
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seeing the le t tor tha t you wr ote to them on the subje ct. I

suffered much on the r oad wi th he ad ake but sinc e that time

I have no r eason to c omplain, ple ase do not f or g it to send

the degarri tips in the Shaimpain bask et wi th Dr . Lundys, Mr.

Lesley said he will send them b y expr ess, tell Julia kelly, that

thr ough mistak e, I took one o f her pock et handk erchif t, tha t

was laying on the table, but I shall k eep i t in r emembr anc of

the onner . I must bring m y let tor to a close as I ha ve nothing

mor e to say, and believe me to be y our fai thfull friend.

LOUISA P. JONES.

P.S. Remember me to e ach, and every member o f your

famill y and all Enquiring F riends.

Being of an industrious turn she f ound a si tuation imme diatel y,

and fr om tha t day to the pr esent, she has sustaine d an excellent

character in e very respect, and as a fashionable dr essmaker does a

good business.
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Arrival from Fifteen from
Norfolk, Virginia

PER SCHOONERÑTWICE
SEARCHEDÑLANDED AT LEAGUE ISLAND.

ISAAC FORMAN, HENRY WILLIAMS, WILLIAM SEYM OUR, HARRIET

TAYLOR, MARY BIRD, MRS. LEWEY, SARAH SAUNDERS, SOPHIA

GRAY, HENRY GRAY, MARY GRAY, WINFIELD SCOTT, and thr ee

childr en.

About the 4th o f July, 1856, a message reached the Secretar y tha t

a schooner c ontaining f if teen Under ground Rail Road passengers,

fr om Norf olk, Vir ginia, w ould be lande d near League Island, dir ectl y

at the f oot o f Broad str eet, tha t evening at a late hour , and a request

accompanie d the message, to the ef fect tha t the Commi t tee would

be on hand to r eceive them. According ly the Secretar y pr ocur ed

thr ee carriag es, with trust wor th y driv ers, and between ten and

eleven oÕclock a t nig ht arriv ed on the banks o f the Schu ylkill, wher e

all was quiet as a Òcountr y grave-yar d.Ó The moon was shining and

soon the mast o f a schooner w as discovered. No sign o f any other

vessel was then in sig ht. On appr oaching the bank, in the dir ection

of the disc overed mast, the schooner w as also discovered. The

hearts of those on boar d were swelling wi th unut ter able joy; yet

even at tha t dead hour o f nig ht, far a way fr om all appe arance of

foes, no one f elt at li ber ty to g ive vent to his f eelings other than

in a whisper . The name of the c aptain and schooner being a t onc e

recogniz ed, the f irst impulse w as to jump do wn on the de ck. Upon

second vie w i t w as seen tha t the desc ent w as too gr eat to admi t o f

such a feat. In a momen t w e conclude d tha t w e could pull them up

the embankmen t fr om the de ck by taking hold o f their hands as the y

stood on tip toe.
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One after another w as pulled up, and w arml y greeted, until i t

came the turn o f a large object, w eighing about t wo hundr ed and

sixt y pounds, full lar ge enough to mak e two or dinar y women. The

captain, who had e xperienc ed much inc onvenienc e wi th her on the

voyage, owing to the spac e she requir ed chuckle d over the fac t

that the Commi t tee would ha ve their hands full f or onc e. Poor Mrs.

Walker, however, str etche d out her lar ge arms, we seized her hands

vigorously; the c aptain la ughing he artil y as did the other passeng ers

at the tug no w being made. W e pulle d wi th a will, but Mrs. W alker

remained on the de ck. A one horse po wer w as needed. The pullers

took br eath, and again took hold, this time c alling upon the c aptain

to lay-to a helping hand; the c aptain pr epared to do so, and as she

was being raised, he having a good f oot-hold, plac ed himself in a

posi tion f or pushing to the full e xten t o f his po wers, and thus she

was safely landed. All being plac ed in the c arriag es, they were driv en

to the sta tion and c omf or tabl y pr ovided for.

On the v oyage they had encounter ed mor e than the usual

dangers. Indeed tr oubles began wi th them bef ore they had set sail

fr om Norf olk. The f irst indic ation o f danger manif ested i tself as the y

stood on the bank o f the riv er awaiting the arriv al of a small boat

which had be en engaged to r ow them to the schooner . Althoug h

they had sought as the y supposed a safe place, suff icien tl y far fr om

the bounds usuall y tr aversed by the polic e; still, in the dar kness,

they imag ined the y heard watchmen c oming. Just on the e dge of the

riv er, opposi te wher e they were waiting, a boa t under r epairs w as

in the stocks. I n or der to e vade the advancing f oe, they all mar ched

into the riv er, the w ater being shallo w, and wi th the v essel for a

breastwork hiding them fr om the shor e, ther e they remained for

an hour and a half. The y were thor oughly soaked if nothing mor e.

However, about ten o Õclock a small o yster boa t c ame to their r elief,

and all w ere soon placed aboard the schooner , which w as loaded

wi th c orn, e tc. All, wi th the e xception o f the lar ge woman above

referr ed to, and one other f emale, were requir ed to en ter a hole

apparentl y leading thr ough the bot tom o f the boa t, but in r eality

only a depar tmen t which had be en expr essly construc ted for the
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Under ground Rail Road business, at the e xpense of the c aptain, and

in accordance wi th his o wn plan.

The entr ance was not suf f icien tl y large to admi t Mrs. W alker,

so she wi th another f emale who w as thoug ht Òtoo fatÓ to endure

the close c onf inemen t, w as secreted behind some c orn back o f

the c abin, a place so seclude d tha t none save well-e xperienc ed

searchers w ould be lik ely to f ind i t. In this w ay the Captain put

out to se a. After some f if teen hours he de emed i t safe to bring

his passengers up on de ck wher e they could inhale pur e air which

was greatl y needed, as they had been next-door to suf focation and

death. The chang e of air had such an ef fect on one o f the passeng ers

(Scot t) that, in his e xci temen t, he r efused to c onform to the or ders

requir ed; for pruden tial r easons the Captain, thr eatened to thr ow

him o ver-boar d. Whereupon Scot t lo wered his tone. Bef ore

reaching the lock the Captain supposing tha t the y mig ht be in

danger fr om contact wi th boa ts, men, etc., again c alled upon them

Òto go in to their hole Ó under the deck. Not even the big w oman

was excused now. She pleaded tha t she could not g et thr ough,

her f ellow-suf ferers said tha t she must be g ot thr ough ur ging the

mat ter on the gr ound tha t the y would ha ve great dang er to fac e.

The big w oman again trie d to ef fect an en tr ance, but in v ain. Said

one of the mor e resolute sisters Òshe must tak e off her clothes then,

it will ne ver do to ha ve her staying up on de ck to be tr ay all the

rest;Ó thus this resolute stand being unanimous, the poor w oman

had to c ompl y, and except a sing le garmen t she w as as destitute o f

raiment as was Mother E ve before she induc ed Adam to e at o f the

forbidden frui t in the gar den of Eden. With the help o f passengers

below, she was squeezed thr ough, but not wi thout bruising and

breaking the skin c onsider ably wher e the rub w as severest. All w ere

now beneath the de ck, the w ell-f it ting oil-cloth w as put over the

hole covering the c abin-f loor snug ly, and a heavy table w as set over

the hole. The y are wi thin sig ht o f the lock, but no human beings

are visible about the schooner sa ve the Captain, the ma te and a

small boy, the son o f the Captain. A t the lock not une xpectedly

thr ee off icers came on boar d of the boa t and stoppe d her . The
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Captain w as told tha t the y had r eceived a telegr aphic dispa tch fr om

Norf olk to the ef fect tha t his boa t w as suspected of having slaves

secreted ther eon. They talk ed wi th the Captain and ma te separatel y

for a consider able while, and mor e closely did the y examine the

boy, but gaine d no inf orma tion e xcept tha t Òthe yellow-f ever had

been raging very bad in N orf olk.Ó At this f ever-ne ws the o ff icers

were not a li t tle alarme d, and the y now lost no time in a t tending

to their o ff icial err and. They searched the c abin wher e the t wo

fat w omen w ere first se creted, and other par ts of the boa t pr et ty

thor oughly. They then c ommenc ed taking up the ha tch ways, but the

place seemed so shocking ly perfume d wi th f oul air tha t the men

star ted back and de clared tha t nobod y could liv e in such a plac e,

and swore that i t smelt lik e the y ellow-f ever; the Captain la ughed

at them, and signif ied tha t the y were perf ectl y welcome to se arch

to their he artsÕ conten t. The o ff icers conclude d tha t ther e were no

slaves on tha t boat, tha t nobod y could liv e ther e, etc., etc., asked

for their char ges ($3), and dischar ged the Captain. The childr en had

been put under the inf luenc e of liquor to k eep them still, so the y

made no noise; the others endur ed their hour o f agony patien tl y

until the lock w as safely passed, and the riv er r eached. Fresh air w as

then allo wed them, and the gr eat dang er w as consider ed overcome.

The Captain, ho wever, far fr om deeming i t advisable to land his

live cargo at the whar ves of Philadelphia, deliv ered them a t League

Island. The passengers testif ied tha t Captain B. w as very kind. The y

were notic ed thus:

Isaac, was about f if ty years of age, dark, tall, w ell-made, in tellig ent,

and was owned by George Brown, who r esided at Deep Creek. Isaac

testif ied tha t said Brown had in variabl y tr eated him cruell y. For

thir ty years Isaac had hir ed his time, f ound himself in f ood, clothing,

and everything, y et as he advanced in y ears, nei ther his task, nor his

hir e was diminishe d, but on the c ontr ary his hir e of late years had

been incr eased. He winc ed under the pr essure, and gave himself up

to the stud y of the Under ground Rail Road. While arr angements for

f leeing w ere pending, he br oke the secret to his wif e, Poll y, in whom

Arriv al fr om Fif teen fr om Norf olk, Vir ginia | 937



he truste d; she being true to fr eedom, althoug h sorr owing to par t

wi th him, thr ew no obstacle in his w ay. Besides his wif e, he had also

two daughters, Amanda A. and Mar y Jane, both sla ves. Nevertheless,

having made up his mind not to die a sla ve, he resolved to esc ape at

all hazards.

Henderson belong ed to the esta te o f A. Briggs, which w as about to

be set tle d, and kno wing tha t he w as accounted on the in ventor y as

personal pr oper ty, he saw tha t he too w ould be sold wi th the r est of

the mo vables, if he was not f ound among the missing.

He began to c onsider wha t he had endur ed as a slave, and came

to the c onclusion tha t he had had a Òrugged road to hoe all the

way alongÓ and that he mig ht have it much w orse if he w aited to

be sold. The voice of r eason admonishe d him to esc ape for his lif e.

In obeying this c all he suf fered the loss o f his wif e, Julia, and two

childr en, who w ere for tuna tel y fr ee. Henderson w as about thir ty-

one years of age, stout, and o f health y appearance, wor th in c ash

perhaps $1200.

William w as thir ty-f our y ears of age, of a chestnut c olor , substantial

physical struc tur e, and of good faculties. The man who pr ofessed to

own him he c alled William T aylor , and Òhe was a very hard man, one

of the kind which c ould not be ple ased, nor g ive a slave a pleasant

answer one time in f if ty.Ó Being thoroughly sick o f William T aylor , he

fell in lo ve wi th the Under ground Rail Road and Canada.

Mrs. Walker, the big fa t w oman, w as thir ty-eig ht years of age, and

a pleasant-looking person, o f a very dark hue. Besides the strugg les

already alluded to, she w as obliged to le ave her husband. Of her

master she de clared tha t she could Òsay nothing g ood.Ó His name

was Arthur Cooper , of Georgetown; she had ne ver liv ed wi th him,

however; for t wenty years she had hir ed her time, pa ying f ive dollars

per mon th. W hen young she scarcely thoug ht o f the gr oss wrongs

that w ere heaped upon her; but as she gr ew older , and thoug ht

mor e about her c ondi tion, she sc oute d the ide a that God had

designed her to be a sla ve, and decided tha t she w ould be one
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to le ave Dixey in the f irst Under ground Rail Road tr ain tha t mig ht

afford her the chanc e. She determine d not to r emain even for the

sake of her husband, who w as a slave. With such a will, ther efore,

she star ted. Upon le aving Philadelphia, she w ent wi th the most o f

her c ompany to Boston, and thenc e to N ew Bedford, wher e she was

living when last he ard fr om.

Rebecca Lewey was the wif e of a man, who w as familiar ly known

by the name o f ÒBlue Beard,Ó his proper name being H enr y Lewey.

For a long time, althoug h a slave himself, he w as one of the most

dexter ous managers in the Under ground Rail Road agency in

Norf olk. No sing le chapter in this w ork could be mor e inter esting

than a chapter o f his exploi ts in this r espect.

The appearing o f Mrs. Le wey, was a mat ter o f unusual in ter est.

Althoug h she had w orn the y oke, she was gentle in her manners, and

health y-looking, so much so tha t no lif e insur ance agent w ould ha ve

had need to subje ct her to me dical examination bef ore insuring her .

She was twenty-eig ht years of age, but had ne ver kno wn personal

abuse as a slave; she was none the less anxious, ho wever, to secur e

her fr eedom. Her husband, B lue Beard, judging fr om certain signs,

that he w as suspected by slave-holders, and mig ht at any time be

caged, (indeed he had r ecentl y been in the lionsÕ den, but got out ); in

order to sa ve his wif e, sent her on in ad vance as he had decided to

follo w her soon in a similar manner . Rebecca was not wi thout hope

of again meeting her husband. This desir e was gratif ied before many

mon ths had passed, as he was for tuna te enoug h to mak e his way to

Canada.

Mar y Knig ht w as a single woman, t wenty-six y ears of age, dark,

stout, and o f pleasing manners; she c omplaine d of having been used

hard.

Sarah Saunders had be en claime d as the pr oper ty of Richar d

Gatewood, a cler k in the na val service. According to Sar ah he was

a very clever slave-holder , and had never abused her . Nor w as she

aware that he had e ver tr eated any of his ser vants cruell y. Sarah,
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however, had not liv ed in GatewoodÕs immediate famil y, but had

been allowed to r emain wi th her gr andmother , rather as a privileg ed

character . She was young, fair , and pr epossessing. Having a sister

living in P hiladelphia, who w as known to the ag ent in N orf olk, Sarah

was asked one day if she w ould not lik e to see her sister . She at onc e

answered ÒYes.Ó After fur ther c onversation the agent told her tha t

if she w ould k eep the ma t ter en tir ely priv ate, he w ould arr ange for

her to g o by the Under ground Rail Road. Being willing and anxious

to go, she promised due obe dienc e to the rules; she w as not told,

however, how much she w ould ha ve to pass thr ough on the w ay,

else, according to her o wn admission, she ne ver w ould ha ve come

as she did; her he art w ould ha ve failed her . But when the g oal was

gained, lik e all others, she soon f orgot her suf ferings, and r ejoiced

heartil y at get ting out o f Slavery, even thoug h her c ondi tion had not

been so bad as that o f many others.

Sophia Gray, wi th her son and da ughter , Henr y and Mar y, was from

Por tsmouth. The mother w as a tall, yellow w oman, wi th w ell cut

featur es, about thir ty-thr ee years of age, wi th manners indic ativ e

of mor e than or dinar y in tellig ence. The son and daughter w ere

between t welve and four teen years of age; well-de veloped for their

age, modest, and f inel y-f orme d mula t toes. All the ma terial

necessary for a stor y of gr eat in ter est, mig ht have readily been

found in the stor y of the mother and her childr en. They were sent

wi th others to N ew Bedford, Massachuset ts. It w as not long af ter

being in N ew Bedford, before the bo y was put to a tr ade, and the

daughter w as sent to Boston, wher e she had an aunt (a fugitiv e),

living in the famil y of the H on. George S. Hilliar d. Mr . and Mrs.

Hilliar d were so impr essed by Mar yÕs intellig ent countenanc e and

her appe arance generally, that the y decided tha t she must ha ve a

chance for an education, and opene d their he arts and home to her .

On a visi t to Boston, in 1859 , the wri ter f ound Mar y at Mr .

Hilliar dÕs, and in an ar ticle wri t ten f or the ÒAnti-Sla very Standar d,Ó

upon the c ondi tion o f fug itiv e slaves in Boston and N ew Bedford,

940 | The Under ground Railr oad



allusion w as made particular ly to her and se veral others, under this

hospi table r oof, in the f ollo wing par agraph:

ÒOn arriving in Boston, the f irst persons I had the ple asure to

converse wi th, w ere four or f ive uncommonl y in ter esting

Under ground Rail Road passengers, who had onl y been out o f

bondage between thr ee and f ive years. Their in tellig ent appearance

contr adicted the ide a that the y had ever been an hour in Sla very,

or a mile on an Under ground Rail Road. Two of them w ere filling

trust wor th y posts, wher e they were respected and w ell paid f or

their ser vices. Two others w ere young pe ople (one t wo, and the

other thr ee years out o f Slavery), a gir l of f if teen, and a boy of

twelve, whose in ter esting appe arance induc ed a noble-he arted

Anti-Sla very lady to r eceive them in to her o wn famil y, expr essly to

educate them; and thus, almost e ver sinc e their arriv al, they have

been enjoying this lad yÕs kindness, as well as the excellent equal Free

School privileg es of Boston. The g ir l, in the Gr ammar School ( chief ly

composed of whi tes), has already distinguishe d herself, ha ving

received a diploma, wi th an e xcellent certif icate o f char acter; and

the bo y, natur ally very apt, has made astonishing pr ogress.Ó

The Òboy of t welve,Ó alluded to, w as not Mar yÕs brother . He was quite

a genius o f his age, who had escaped fr om Norf olk, sto wed away in

a schooner and w as known by the name o f ÒDick Page.Ó

On arriving in P hiladelphia, Dick w as delivered, as usual, into

the hands o f the Commi t tee. The extr aordinar y smar tness of the

li t tle f ellow (only ten y ears old), astonishe d all who sa w him. The

sympathies o f a kind-he arted gentleman and his wif e, living in

Philadelphia, had be en deeply awakened in his behalf, thr ough their

relativ e and friend, Mrs. H illiar d, in whose famil y, as has been

already stated, the bo yÕs aunt liv ed. So much w ere these friends

inter ested to secur e DickÕs freedom, tha t the y often c ontempla ted

buying him, althoug h the y did not lik e the ide a of buying, as the

money would g o in to the pock et o f the master , who the y consider ed

had no just rig ht to depriv e any individual o f his fr eedom. So when

Dick arriv ed the Commi t tee felt tha t i t w as as lit tle as the y could do,
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to g ive these friends the ple asure of seeing the li t tle Under ground

Rail Road passenger. He was ther efore conveyed to the r esidence of

Prof. J.P. Lesley. He could not ha ve been sent to a house in the gr eat

ci ty of Brother ly Love, wher e he would ha ve found a mor e cordial

and sinc ere reception. Af ter passing an hour or so wi th them, Dick

was brought away, but he had be en so touche d by their kindness,

that he f elt tha t he must se e them again, bef ore leaving the ci ty; so

just bef ore sundown, one e vening, he w as missed; search w as made

for him, but in v ain. Great anxie ty was felt f or him, f earing tha t he

was lost. During the e arly par t o f the e vening, the wri ter , wi th a bell

in hand, passed up one str eet and do wn another , in quest o f the

str anger, but no one c ould g ive any inf orma tion o f him. F inall y about

ten o Õclock, the ma yorÕs off ice was visited wi th a vie w of having

the polic e stations telegr aphed. Soon the m yster y was solved; one

of the polic emen stated tha t he had notic ed a str ange color ed boy

wi th Pr ofessor LesleyÕs childr en. Hastening to the r esidence of the

professor, sure enough, Dick w as ther e, happy in bed and asleep.

From tha t time to this, i t has been a myster y to kno w ho w a boy,

a perf ect str anger, could mak e his way alone, (having passed over

the r oute but onc e), wi thout g et ting lost, so cir cui tous w as the r oad

that he had to tr avel, in or der to r each Professor LesleyÕs house.

Having said this much, the w ay is now open to r efer to him again, in

Boston at school. H e was generously assisted thr ough his education

and tr ade, and was prepared to c ommenc e lif e at his majori ty, an

intellig ent mechanic, and a man o f pr omise.
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The Case of Euphemia
Williams

CLAIMED AS A FUGITIVE SLAVE UNDER
THE FUGITIVE SLAVE-LAW AFTER
HAVING LIVED IN PENNSYLVANIA FOR
MORE THAN TWENTY YEARS.

Scarcely had the infamous sta tute be en in existenc e six mon ths,

ere the w orst pr edic tions o f the friends o f the sla ve were fulf ille d

in dif ferent Nor thern S tates. It is har dly too much to sa y, that

Pennsylvania was consider ed wholl y unsafe to nine-ten ths o f her

color ed popula tion. The kidnapper is full y shown in the c ase of

Rachel and Elizabeth Parker as he appeared on the soil o f

Pennsylvania, doing his vile w ork in the de ad of nig ht, entering the

homes of unpr otected females and childr en, ther efore:

The case of Euphemia W illiams will ser ve to r epresent the milder

form o f kidnapping in open da y, in the name o f the la w, by pr ofessed

Christians in the ci ty of Brother ly Love, and the home o f William

Penn.

Februar y 6, 1851, Euphemia W illiams, the mother o f six childr en,

the y oungest at the br east, was arrested in the upper par t o f the

ci ty (Philadelphia ), and hurrie d before Edward D. Ingr aham, a Uni ted

States commissioner , upon the char ge of being a fug itiv e fr om labor .

She was claimed by William T .J. Purnell, o f Worcester c ounty,

Mar yland, who admi t ted tha t she had be en away fr om him f or

twenty-t wo years, or sinc e 1829. Her offspring w ere born on the soil

of Pennsylvania, and the eldest da ughter w as seventeen years of age.

Euphemia w as living in her o wn house, and had be en a member

of chur ch, in g ood and r egular standing, f or about se venteen years,
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and was about f or ty years of age. When the arr est was made,

Euphemia had just risen fr om her be d, and was only par tl y dr essed,

when a li t tle af ter da ylight, several persons en ter ed her r oom, and

arr ested her . Mur der! mur der! w as cried lustil y, and awakened the

house. Her childr en screamed lamen tabl y, and her eldest da ughter

crie d ÒTheyÕve got m y mother! the yÕve got m y mother!Ó ÒFor GodÕs

sake, save me,Ó cried Euphemia, to a w oman in the se cond stor y,

who w as an eye-wi tness to this monstr ous outr age. But despi te the

pi teous appeals of the mother and childr en, the poor w oman w as

hastened in to a cab, and borne to the marshallÕs off ice.

Thr ough the vig ilanc e of J.M. McKim and Passmore Williamson, a

wri t o f habeas corpus r eturnable f or th wi th w as obtained at about

one oÕclock. The he art-br oken mother w as surrounde d by f ive of her

childr en, thr ee of whom w ere infan ts. It w as a dark and dr eadful

hour . When her childr en were brought in to the r oom wher e she was

detaine d, great dr ops of sweat standing on her fac e plainl y indic ated

her agony.

By mutual arr angement between the claiman ts and the prisonerÕs

counsel the he aring w as fixed for the ne xt day, at the hour o f thr ee

oÕclock. According to said arr angement, at thr ee oÕclock Euphemia

was brought fac e to fac e wi th her claiman t, William T .J. Purnell. The

news had alr eady gone out tha t the trial w ould c ome off at the time

fixed; hence a multi tude w ere on hand to wi tness the pr oceedings in

the c ase. The sympath y of anti-sla very ladies w as exci ted, and many

were present in the c our t-r oom to manif est their f eelings in behalf

of the strick en woman. The eloquen t David Paul Brown (the terr or o f

slave-hun ters ) and William S. Pier ce, Esqrs., appeared for Euphemia,

R.C. McMur trie, Esq., f or the claiman t.

Mr . McMur trie in the outse t, arose and said, tha t i t w as with

extr eme regret tha t he saw an at tempt to inf luenc e the de cision

of this c ase by tumult and ag itation. The sympa th y shown b y so

many friendl y ladies, was not a favorable sign f or the sla ve-holder .

Not wi thstanding, Mr . McMur trie said tha t he w ould Òprove that

Mahala, sometimes c alled Mahala Purnell, w as born and br ed a slave

of Dr . George W. Purnell, o f Worcester c ounty, Maryland, who w as in
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the habi t o f hiring her to the neig hbors, and while under a c ontr act

of hiring, she esc aped wi th a bo y, wi th whom she had tak en up,

belong ing to the person who hir ed her .Ó The present claiman t

claime d her as the administr ator o f Dr . George W. Purnell.

In or der to sustain this claim man y wi tnesses and much posi tiv e

swearing w ere called for th. Rober t F. Bowen, the f irst wi tness, swore

that he kne w both Mahala and her master perf ectl y well, tha t he had

worked as a carpen ter in helping to build a house f or the la t ter , and

also had hir ed the f ormer dir ectl y fr om her o wner .

Def ini te time and cir cumstanc es were all harmoniousl y f ixed by

this le ading wi tness. One of the impor tant cir cumstanc es which

afforded him gr ound f or being posi tiv e was, as he testif ied on cr oss-

examination, tha t he w as from home a t a camp-me eting ( when she

run away); Òour c amp-me etings,Ó said the witness, Òare held in the

last of August or the f irst o f September; the y ear I f ix by founding i t

upon kno wledge; the year before she ran away, I pr ofessed relig ion;

I have something a t home to f ix the y ear; she was with me a par t o f

a year. I hir ed her f or the y ear 1848 as a house servant; I hir ed her

dir ectl y fr om Dr . George W. Purnell. W hen she r an away I pr oceeded

after her . I advertised, in Delaware in wri t ten ad vertisemen ts, in

Georgetown, Milf ord and Millsbor ough, and descri bed her and the

boy; her general featur es. I have not the ad vertisemen t and c anÕt

tell ho w she w as described; Dr. George Purnell uni ted wi th me in

the advertisemen t. I f ollo wed her to Dela ware City; tha tÕs all I have

done sinc e, about inquiring af ter them. I c ame, after t wenty-t wo

yearsÕ absence, to seek my own rig hts, and as an evidenc e for m y

friend. I ha ve not seen her mor e than onc e since she ran away, until

she was arrested; I saw her t wo or thr ee times in c our t. I saw her

f irst in a wr etche d-looking r oom, at Fif th and German town Road; i t

was yesterday morning; i t w as the evening bef ore at Congr ess Hall; I

arriv ed her e last Tuesday a week; a man told me wher e she wasÓÑÓI

beg the c our t,ÓÑhere Mr . McMur trie in terpose d an objection to his

mentioning the person. The c our t, ho wever, said the question c ould

be put.

Witness.ÑI was pledged not to tell the name; the person signe d
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her name Louisa T rui t; the inf orma tion w as got b y let ter; the r eason

I did not tell, be cause I thoug ht she mig ht be mur dered; I have not

the le t ters, and c anÕt tell the conten ts; the le t ter tha t I r eceived

requir ed a pledge that I w ould not tell: I w as directed to send

my let ter to the post-o ff ice wi thout an y def ini te plac e; the

representativ e of Louisa T rui t w as a man; I saw him in Mar ket

str eet between Thir d and Four th, at Taylor and P auldingÕs stor e,

in the c ourse o f last w eek; I was brought in to c ontact wi th the

representativ e of Louisa b y appoin tmen t in the le t ter , to get the

inf orma tion; I ne ver heard him tell his name; he w as neither c olor ed

nor whi te; w e call them wi th us mix ed blood; (I should tak e you

to be c olor ed, said the wi tness to Mr . Brown.) I suppose he liv es

somewher e up ther e; I saw him a t m y room the ne xt morning; I did

not le arn fr om him who wr ote the le t ter; he did not descri be the

person o f the w oman in the le t ter wri t ten to me, onl y her g eneral

appearance; Purnell said he burn t the le t ter .

Mr . Brown demande d the le t ter , or the pr oof of i ts destruc tion.

I never wr ote m yself, but m y friend, Mr . Henr y did; he said so; I

never r eceived a let ter; i t w as wri t ten to R ober t J. Henr y; par t o f the

let ter w as wri t ten to me, but not dir ected to me; the Louisa T rui t,

who wr ote, sta ted, tha t f or the inf orma tion he w anted $100 for one

of the fug itiv es; he was referr ed to the stor e of Taylor & P aulding,

and Mr . Henr y would me et him ther e; when I g ot to the stor e, some

of the c oncern le t Mr . Henr y know tha t a man w anted to see him; I

heard this a t the stor e; the man w as ther e; he was a mulat to man,

middle-ag ed, and middling tall; he is not her e, that I kno w of; canÕt

tell when I last sa w him. H is name I understood to be Glouc ester.

Under the se vere cross-examination tha t the wi tness had been

subjected to under D .P. Brown, he be came very fain t, and c alled

for w ater . Large drops of sweat stood upon his f orehead, and he

was obliged to si t do wn, lest he should fall do wn. ÒTake a seat,Ó

said Mr . Brown ta unting ly, Òand enjoy yourself, while I pr oceed wi th

my in terr ogations.Ó But the wi tness w as comple tel y used up, and

was allowed to wi thdr aw to another r oom, wher e fr esh air w as
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mor e plentiful. The c ause of the poor sla ve woman w as greatl y

str engthene d by this failur e.

Another wi tness, named Zachariah Bo wen, for the claiman ts,

swore positiv ely tha t he kne w the prisoner w ell, tha t she had be en

hir ed to his br other f or thr ee years by Dr. Purnell, whose sla ve

she was; also he swore that he kne w her par ents, who w ere slaves

to the said Doc tor P.; that he last saw her in 1827, etc. On cr oss-

examination he sw ore thus: ÒI last saw her in 1827, she was about

sixte en or seventeen; she was about an or dinar y size, not the

smallest siz e, nor the lar gest; she was neither thick nor thin; ther e

was nothing r emarkable in her mor e than is c ommon; nothing in her

speech; she was about the same c olor as the w oman her e; I never

saw a great deal of change in a nigg er, from sixte en to thir ty-f ive

or f or ty, sometimes the y grow fat ter , and sometimes le aner. As to

recognizing her in P hiladelphia, he had not the slig htest dif f icult y.

He went on to sw ear, that he f irst sa w her in a c ab, in the ci ty; I

knew her y esterday; if y ou could see the r est of the famil y you could

pick her out y ourself in thir ty: I knew her b y her g eneral favor, and

have no par ticular mar k; I w ould not a t tempt to descri be featur es;

her favor is familiar to me; I ne ver saw any marks upon her .Ó

Here Mr . Brown said he w ould not e xamine this wi tness fur ther

until he had c onclude d the e xamination o f the wi tness, who had

become sick. The c our t then adjourne d till nine o Õclock the ne xt

morning.

The avenues to the c our t w ere fille d wi th anxious persons, and in

the fr ont and r ear of the sta te house the cr owd was very great.

The next morning, a t an early hour , the c our t-r oom, and all the

avenues to i t w ere densely cr owded by people in ter ested in behalf

of the w oman whose c ase was under trial. A lar ge number o f

respectable ladies f orme d a part o f the lar ge gathering.

Rober t F. Bowen, the wi tness, who be came sick, was recalled.

Witness.ÑÓI saw the c olor ed person, who ga ve the inf orma tion,

the ne xt evening; af ter I sa w him in Mar ket str eet, at Congr ess Hall,

in our r oom; the g entleman who k eeps the hotel w e did not wish to

place under an y responsibili ty, as he might be accused of carr ying
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on the business. ( Of kidnapping, sugg ested Mr . Brown.) No, said

wi tness, tha t is wha t you call i t; the w oman w ould ha ve run away

if i t had g one out; I he ard his name w as Gloucester, that gave the

inf orma tion; I sa w him thr ee times; onc e on the str eet; I ha ve never

been in his house; I ha ve been to a house wher e I heard he liv ed; I

gave a pledge not to disclose the ma t ter; I made a personal ple dge

to Glouc ester in our r oom last w eek at Congr ess Hall; he said he w as

afraid of being abuse d by the popula tion o f his o wn c olor f or telling

that this g ir l run a way fr om Dr . Purnell; I understood tha t Louisa

Trui t w as GloucesterÕs wif e.Ó

Under this se arching cr oss-examination, Mr . Brown c onstr ained

him not onl y to tell all and mor e than he kne w in fa vor o f his

friend, the claiman t, but wrung fr om him the se crets which he stood

pledged never to disclose.

Witness.ÑÓI kno w no mar ks; she was in the c ondi tion o f a marrie d

woman when she lef t me; i t w as the par ticular fa vor o f her fa ther

and mother tha t made me r ecogniz e her; nothing else; she w as

pret ty well built f or her siz e.Ó

While this wi tness r emember ed every thing so ac cur atel y

occurring in r elation to the lif e and escape of the g ir l of sixte en,

and was prepared to sw ear to her iden ti ty simpl y Òby her fa vor,Ó

as he terme d i t, he w as found sadl y def icien t in memor y touching

the o wner , whom he had kno wn much long er, and mor e intima tel y

than he had the g ir l, as will be se en fr om the f ollo wing fac ts in this

wi tnessÕ testimony:

Witness.ÑÓI don Õt know when Dr . P. died; I canÕt tell the year; I

should suppose about f our teen years ago; I w as at the funer al, and

helped to mak e his coff in; i t w as in the fall, I think; i t w as after

the c amp-me eting I spok e of; at tha t time I w ent r egular ly, but not

of late; I have no certain r ecollection o f the y ear he die d; I kept a

record of the e vent o f my conversion, and ha ve referr ed to i t o ften.

It has been a reference every year, and per haps a thousand times

a year; i t w as in the Bible, and I w as in the habi t o f looking in to i t;

I was in the habi t o f turning o ver the le aves of this pr ecious book;

I think i t w as eighteen years ago; canÕt say IÕm certain; c anÕt say i t
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was more than t welve years; Dr. P. left six childr en; t wo remain in

our c ountr y, and one in Louisiana, and the one, who is her e, making

four; I ha ve no in ter est in the fug itiv e; I made no c ontr act in r egard

to this c ase; there was an offer; are you waiting f or an answ er? the

offer w as this, tha t I w as to come on af ter m y fug itiv e, and if I did not

get him the y were to pay my expenses; I hesi tated about c oming; i t

was a long time bef ore I made up m y mind; the y said the y would pa y

my expenses if I didn Õt succeed in get ting mine out o f prison.Ó

In this w ay the abo ve wi tness comple tel y darkened counsel, and

added to the w eakness of his cause in a marked degr ee.

THE OVERSEER IS NOW EXAMINED.

Zachariah Bowen recalled.ÑÓI didn Õt come her e on any terms; I

hardly understand wha t you mean by terms; I made no c ontr act;

I came upon m y own book; ther e was no contr act; I ha ve no

expectations; I don Õt know tha t Dr . P. ever manumi t ted any female

slaves; I never kne w tha t she w as in the famil y way when she r an

away; I heard of i t about tha t time; she r an off in the fall o f 1828.

Dr. P. told me so; in the fall o f 1828; in 1825, Õ26, Õ27, she lived wi th

my br other; in 1825 I liv ed ther e; in 1827 and Õ28 I lived wi th Dr . P.

I mo ved ther e and was overseer f or him; I w as overseer f or f if teen

years for him; t wo years at his house; I c eased to be his o verseer in

1841, I think; he was living in 1841; I am certain o f tha t year, I think;

Dr. Purnell die d in 1844, I feel certain; I said to Mr . Purnell tha t I

did not kno w wha t aile d the other Mr . Bowen, for the doc tor die d in

1844; he died in the la t ter par t o f the Spring o f 1844; Mr. Bowen made

a mistak e in saying i t w as eighteen years ago; if y ou r ecall him he will

rectif y the mistak e, I think; se veral slaves escaped fr om Dr . Purnell;

a boy, that liv ed wi th m y br other , ran away in 1827; the others w ere

not hir ed to m y br other; I don Õt know tha t I c ould tell the e xact time,

nor the year; the doc tor use d to say to us, ther e is another o f my

niggers r an away; the r eason that I c an tell when Mahala r an away, is

The Case of Euphemia W illiams | 949



because she took a husband and r an away; I w as marrie d tha t year;

the r eason I cannot tell about the others is, be cause they went at

dif ferent times in f ive years; the f irst who r an away before Mahala,

was named Grace; she went in 1827; I donÕt know when the last w ent,

or who i t w as.Ó

* * * * *

Gloucester said the y had r aised a mob on him, on ac count o f

this c ase, and he would ha ve to le ave the ci ty; the c ase of this

woman or these pr oceedings w as not spok en of ther e; he staid but a

shor t time; he said one o f the wi tnesses had betr ayed him in c our t,

yesterday, and the y at tacked him last nig ht; I asked him ho w he

escaped fr om so man y; he said very few w ere in the ci ty who c ould

outrun him; I ask ed him wher e he was going, he r eplied he had a

notion to put f or Canada; some of the g entlemen pr oposed his going

to Baltimor e; he said tha t w ould not do, as the la ws of Mar yland

would c atch him; he w as going to g et a boat and g o to N ew Jersey,

and then to N ew York; Mr . Purnell gave him just thir ty-f ive dollars

last nig ht; he paused a while, and Mr . P. told him to hand i t back; he

then took out his mone y and put some mor e to i t, and said: ÒHere is

f if ty dollars.Ó Mr. P. said that if he g ot the sla ve he would le ave fif ty

dollars mor e wi th a person in the ci ty.

* * * * *

Question b y the judg e.ÑÓYou have spoken of a conversation in

which Mr . P. told y ou of certain le t ters or c orr espondenc e, and

that the y had r eference to this alleg ed fug itiv e. I want you to g ive

me, to the best o f your r ecollection, e verything he said the le t ters

containe d.Ó

Witness.ÑMr . P. told me when he f irst men tione d i t to me, he said

that he w as going to men tion some thing to me, tha t he did not w ant

anything said, in r egard to some negr oes that had run a way fr om his

father; he said he w anted me to c ome on her e, and he did not w ant

me to tell an y person bef ore we left our c ounty; tha t if the negr oes

heard of i t, the y could g et inf orma tion to the par ties bef ore he could

get her e; I told him I w ould not tell an y person e xcept m y wif e; he

then said he had c orr espondenc e wi th a person her e, for a mon th or
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two, and he had no doubt but tha t several of his negr oes were here,

fr om wha t he had he ard fr om his c orr esponden t; he asked me if I

could r ecogniz e the favor o f this Mahala ? I told him I didn Õt know; he

then said if an ybody would kno w her , I would, as she had liv ed wi th

my br other thr ee years; he then said tha t he w ould w ant to star t

the ne xt w eek, but he w ould see me again at tha t time; tha t w as all

he said at tha t time, onl y we turne d in to a hotel, and he said don Õt

breathe this to an ybody; on Satur day before we left home, he c ame

to m y house, and said: w ell, I shall w ant you to star t f or Philadelphia,

on M onday morning; I suppose y ou will g o? I told him I w ould r ather

not, if he c ould do wi thout out me; but as I told him bef ore, I would

go, if he still r equested i t. I w ould g o; tha tÕs all, sir, except tha t I said

I would be along in the stag e.

* * * * *

J.T. Hammond w as then c alled, a young man who admi t ted he had

never seen the r esponden t till he c ame to the c our t-house, but w as

ready to sw ear tha t he w ould ha ve known her b y her r esemblance

to Dr . PurnellÕs set o f negr oes. ÒHis whole se t?Ó said Mr. Brown. ÒYes,

sir.Ó (Derisive laughter ).

* * * * *

Mr . McMur trie o ffered to pr ove, by persons who had kno wn the

two wi tnesses who had testif ied in this c ase, from their y outh, tha t

they were respectable and w or th y men. D.P. Brown, said tha t if the

gentleman f ound i t ne cessary to sustain his wi tnessesÕ reputa tion,

in consequence of the pe culiar dilemma the y had got in to, he w ould

object, and if he suppose d tha t he w as about to c ontr adict them in

some poin t in the def ence, he certainl y was right, but as the c ase

could not be c onclude d to-da y, he would lik e to have the ma t ter

adjourne d over un til T uesday next.

Mr . McMur trie obje cted, by saying, tha t his clien t w as anxious to

have the ma t ter dispose d of as soon as possible, as he had been

subjected to numer ous insults sinc e the ma t ter had be en before the

cour t.

Judge Kane intima ted tha t no w eight w as to be at tached to this
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consider ation, as the full po wer of the c our t w as at his disposal f or

the purpose o f pr otecting his clien t fr om insult.

Mr . McMur trie r eplied tha t he did not kno w whe ther w ords

spoken came wi thin the me aning o f the ac t o f Congr ess, in such

mat ters.

The cour t took a r ecess until a quar ter to thr ee oÕclock.

The cour t me t again at a quar ter to thr ee oÕclock.

Mr . McMur trie ask ed tha t the wi tnesses for the def ence be

exclude d fr om the c our t r oom, except the one upon the stand.

This w as objected to b y Mr . Brown, as the wi tnesses for the

prosecution had not be en requir ed so to do; but he af ter wards

wi thdr ew his obje ctions, and notif ied Mr . McMur trie tha t he w ould

requir e any wi tnesses he mig ht have in addi tion, should r etir e also;

as he would obje ct to an y of them being he ard if the y remained.

The Defence.ÑMr . Pierce opened the c ase by saying tha t the

testimon y for the def ence would be cle ar and c onclusiv e; that the

wi tnesses for the pr osecution ar e mistak en in the iden ti ty of the

alleged fug itiv e. That at the time the y allege her to ha ve been in

Mar yland, on the plan tation o f Dr . Purnell, she w as in Chester

county, and in the y ear Lafayet te visi ted this c ountr y, she was in

this ci ty. He would c onf ine the testimon y exclusiv ely to these t wo

counties, and sho w tha t she is not the alleg ed slave.

Henr y C. Cornish, sw orn. I liv e in this ci ty, and am a shoemaker;

I came here in the y ear 1830; before that I liv ed in Chester c ounty,

East Whi teland to wnship, wi th W m. Lat ta; my father liv ed wi th Mr .

Lat ta six or eig ht years; I liv ed ther e thr ee years before that time,

and was familiar wi th the plac e for mor e than six y ears before 1830;

I saw the alleg ed fug itiv e some f ive years before 1830, at George

AmosÕ, in Uwchland to wnship, some eig ht or ten miles fr om our

house; I f ix the time fr om a meeting being held on the V alley Hill

by a minister , named Nathan D . Tierne y; tha t must ha ve been in

1825; I am positiv e it w as before the beg inning o f the y ear 1828; I

have not the le ast doubt; I joine d chur ch about tha t time; i t w as

the f irst o f my uni ting wi th the chur ch; i t w as in 1825; I joined the

Methodist E piscopal Chur ch; before they built a chur ch the y held
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meetings alterna tel y at peopleÕs houses; I met her a t AmosÕ house, I

recollect m y father g oing to dig the f oundation o f the chur ch: I saw

her ther e before the chur ch w as built; I kne w her bef ore she was

marrie d; and sinc e I lef t ther e I have met her a t the annual me etings

of the chur ch; I have kept up the ac quain tanc e ever sinc e; I knew

that she had t wo childr en, tha t w ere burie d as long as t wenty-one

or t wenty-t wo years ago; if the bo y had liv ed he would ha ve been

twenty-thr ee or t wenty-f our y ears old; he w as the oldest; she w as

not marrie d when I f irst sa w her in 1827; she did not appe ar to be

anything but a g ir l, and w as not marrie d, and she of course c ould not

be in the c ondi tion o f a marrie d woman; I w as not at her w edding;

if I had not c ontinue d to kno w her , I would not no w kno w her; she

was then a small person; ag e and f lesh would chang e her a li t tle; her

comple xion has not chang ed; I think she w orked for Mrs. Amos; a

chur ch r ecord is now kept very corr ect; but when I f irst w ent in to

the chur ch, color ed men c ould not r ead and wri te; I ac ted as the

cler k of the chur ch; I uni ted wi th the chur ch af ter I f irst saw her; I

have seen her v ery often sinc e I lef t Chester; f ive hundr ed times to

speak safely; I worship do wn to wn and she up in B rown str eet; to

the best o f my recollection the y moved over Schuylkill about t welve

years ago; she has lived her e about nine y ears; she has six childr en,

I have heard; I have seen f ive; the oldest is eig hteen or nine teen; the

youngest a sucking babe; I ha ve visited her house sinc e I have been

here; I was not sent f or b y my uncle, who w as employed by Joseph

Smi th & Co., ne xt to the Gir ard Bank; I w as with Ed ward Biddle

for f our y ears, until he w as elected President o f the M orris Canal

and Banking Compan y, and then I w ent to le arn shoemaking under

instruc tions, sinc e which time I ha ve been in business f or m yself; my

father burn t limestone f or Mr . Lat ta; he and his wif e are dead; I was

ther e a day or t wo ago for wi tnesses to testif y in this c ase.

Cross-examined.ÑI was born in 1814, and am thir ty-seven years

of age; when I f irst kne w her I suppose she w as fif teen years old;

she was marrie d about thr ee years after wards; her husbandÕs name

is Mic ajah Williams; I he ard he w as in prison f or ste aling; her name

before marriag e was Phamie Coates; I didn Õt know her husband
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before they were marrie d; donÕt know whether the y came fr om

Mar yland; I ne ver kne w of Mahala Richar dson bef ore last evening

in cour t; the dif ference in her appe arance is a natur al one, tha t

every body is acquain ted wi th; I me an that a li t tle bo y is not a man,

and a growing g ir l is not a w oman; age and f lesh and size make a

dif ference; if I had not c onversed wi th her during the t wenty-one

years, I would not ha ve known her; I ne ver chang ed a word wi th

her about the c ase, except to sa y I w as sorry to see her her e; I

knew her the momen t I saw her; her arr est could not ha ve been in

the ne wspapers o f the morning as she w as not arr ested un til se ven

oÕclock tha t day; I went to Chester to look f or wi tnesses; I came to

the c our t because I am a vig ilant man, and m y principle is to sa ve

any person whose li ber ty is in dang er; I had he ard tha t a woman w as

arr ested; her business is to g et w ork wher ever she can.

Debor ah Ann Boyer, sworn. I w as thir ty-thr ee last January; I liv e

wi thin one mile o f West Chester; I am a marrie d woman; I have

lived ther e since 1835. I went ther e wi th m y mother; I c an read;

I have seen the alleg ed fug itiv e before this; I f irst kne w her a t

Downingto wn, when she c ame to m y motherÕs house; that w as

before I had gone to W est Chester wi th m y mother; y ou can tell

how long i t w as, for i t w as in 1826; my br other w as born in tha t

year; I w as quite small then; don Õt know ho w she came ther e; she

was with m y mother during her c onf inemen t; m y br other is de ad;

it is wri t ten do wn in our T estament; and I took an epi taph fr om i t

to put on the tombstone; the last time I sa w i t w as when the f ellow

kille d the school-mistr ess. I looked because about 1830, a man kille d

a woman, and w as hung, and I w anted to see how long ag o i t w as. I

have seen her mor e or less ever sinc e, until wi thin t wo years. I don Õt

remember when she w ent fr om mother , but I saw her a t Mr . Lat taÕs

after wards. I have no doubt she is the w oman; she w as then a slim,

tall g ir l, larger than m yself; she is not dar ker no w, but he avier set

every way.

* * * * *

Sarah Gayly aff irme d.ÑI am between for ty-seven and f or ty-eig ht

years of age. I live in the ci ty at this time. I w as raised in Chester
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county, in 1824, and have been her e about f ive years. I liv ed in

Downingto wn nine or ten y ears. I liv ed awhile in W est Chester , and

lived in Chester c ounty until about f ive years ago. I kno w the alleg ed

fug itiv e. I f irst saw her in the neig hbor hood o f Downingto wn, at a

place they call DowningÕs old stage off ice; she worked in the house

wi th me; i t w as somewher e near 1824, just before Lafayet te came

about; she w orked off and on da ysÕ work, to w ash dishes; she was

a small gir l then, v ery thin, and y ounger than me. I me t wi th her ,

as near as I can tell y ou, down in the v alley, at a plac e called the

Valley Inn. I used to see her o ff and on a t chur ch, in 1826. I visi ted

her at Mr . Lat taÕs, after she liv ed at the V alley Inn. I don Õt know

when she lef t tha t county. I know the alleg ed fug itiv e is the same

person; she belong ed to the same chur ch, Ebenezer. I know the

brothers Cornish, and ha ve whippe d them man y a time. I liv ed wi th

Lat ta myself, and the Cornish, who is no w a minister , lived ther e; he

lived ther e before I did, and so did the alleg ed fug itiv e. I was then

between t wenty-thr ee and t wenty-f ive years old; she w as a strip o f

a gir l; she was not in the famil y way when she c ame ther e.

Cross-examine d.ÑI have not seen her sinc e 1826, until I sa w her

here in the c our t-r oom; I r ecogniz ed her when I f irst saw her her e

wi thout an ybody poin ting her out, and she r ecogniz ed me; I have

reason to kno w her , because she has the same sor t o f a scar on

her f orehead that I ha ve; we used to mak e fun o f each other about

the mar ks; she went by the name o f Fanny Coates. I kno w nothing

about her husband; she did not do the w ork of a woman in 1826; she

washed dishes, scrubbe d, etc. I he ard her say her fa ther and mother

were dead, and tha t the y lived somewher e in tha t neig hbor hood;

she at tha t time made her home wi th a famil y named Amos.

The Judge asked to see the scar on the wi tnessÕ forehead and

that on the f orehead of the r esponden t. They were brought ne ar

the bench, and the mar ks inspected, which w ere plainl y seen on

both. During this time the infan t o f the r esponden t w as entruste d to

another c olor ed woman. The child, who, up to this time, had be en

quiet, r aised a pi teous cr y and w ould not be pacif ied. The whole

scene exci ted a great sensation.
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* * * * *

Mr . Brown then r ose in r eply to the plain tif fÕs counsel, and said: I f

I consulte d my own vie ws, I should not sa y one syllable, in answ er

to the ar guments of the le arned counsel upon the other side, and

relying as I do upon the e videnc e, and out o f r espect to the

convenienc e of your honor , I shall say very li t tle as i t is. The vie ws

of the c ounsel i t appears to me, ar e most extr aordinar y inde ed.

He seems to tak e it f or gr anted tha t everything tha t is said on

the par t o f the wi tnesses for the claiman t is gospel, and tha t wha t

is said on the par t o f the wi tnesses for the r esponden t, is to be

consider ed mat ter o f suspicion. N ow I r ate no man b y his size,

color , or posi tion, but I appe al to y ou in looking a t the testimon y

that has been pr oduced her e, on the dif ferent sides o f the question,

and judg ing i t by i ts in trinsic w or th, whe ther ther e is the slig htest

possible comparison be tween the wi tnesses on the par t o f the

plain tif f, and those o f the def endant, ei ther in in tellig ence, memor y,

language, thoug ht, or an ything else. This is a f ine commen tar y upon

the dispar agement o f color! Looking a t the men as the y are, as you

will, I sa y tha t the testimon y exhi bi ted on the par t o f the r esponden t

would out weigh a whole the atr e of such men as ar e exhi bi ted on

the par t o f the c omplainan t. I say nothing her e about their

respectabili ty. It w ould ha ve been pr oper f or the le arned counsel

on the par t o f the plain tif f, if he thoug ht the wi tnesses on the

par t o f the r esponden t un wor th y of belief, to ha ve proved them so;

but inste ad of tha t, he at tempts to bolster up men, who, whe ther

respectable or other wise, fr om their inc onsistenc y, involutions and

ter giversations in r egard to this c ase, produce no possible ef fect

upon the judicial mind, but tha t which is unfa vorable to themsel ves.

Impar tial men, ar e they? How do the y appear before you? They

appear under c over fr om f irst to last; standing upon their rig ht to

resist inquiries leg itima tel y pr opounde d to them; burning up le t ters

since they have arriv ed, calculated to she d lig ht upon this subje ct;

and before they come her e, corr esponding wi th and deriving

inf orma tion fr om a man, an eviden t kidnapper , who dar e not sign

his name and g ets his wif e to sign hers. This is the char acter these
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men exhi bi t her e before you; clandestinel y meeting tog ether a t the

tavern, and tha t to c onsult in r egard to the iden ti ty of a person

about whom the y know nothing. Can the y refer to an y mar ks by

which to iden tif y this person ? Nothing a t all o f the kind. Do the y,

wi th the e xception o f the f irst wi tness examine d, state even the

time when she lef t? Have they pr oduced the le t ter wri t ten b y this

kidnapper , showing ho w he descri bed her? W hy, let me ask, is not

the full lig ht allo wed to shine on this c ase? But even wi th the lig ht

they have shed upon i t, I w ould ha ve been perf ectl y conten t to ha ve

rested i t, r elying upon their testimon y alone, for a just de cision.

* * * * *

Now, what man among them, pr ofesses to have seen this w oman

for t wenty-one y ears? Not one. The le arned gentleman a t tempts to

sustain his c ase, because one of our wi tnesses, certainl y not mor e

than one, has not se en this w oman f or about the same length o f

time: but don Õt you per ceive, that in this c ase they all liv ed in the

same State, if not in the same c ountyÑthe y had in ter course wi th

persons mutuall y acquain ted wi th her , and thr ee out o f four o f them,

met her f or several mon ths at the same chur ch; and one wi tness,

who had long be en in her socie ty, and in close associa tion wi th her ,

knew she had a mar k upon her f orehead corr esponding to the one

she bor e on her o wn. And b y din t o f all these ma t ters, this long

continue d acquain tanc e only reviving the impr essions received in

early lif e, they had no doubt o f the iden ti ty of the person. W as ther e

ever a mor e perf ect tr ain of evidenc e exhi bi ted to pr ove the iden ti ty

of a person, than on the pr esent oc casion?

* * * * *

We have called wi tnesses on this poin t alone, and ha ve mor e than

counterpoise d the e videnc e produced upon the opposi te side. And

we have not onl y made i t manif est tha t she w as a free woman, but

we have conf irme d her char ter b y separate pr oof. What does the

gentleman say fur ther? Do I understand him to sa y we have no rig ht

to de termine this ma t ter judiciall y? Now wha t is all this about? W hy

is i t bef ore you, taking y our time da y after da y? According to this

argument, you have nothing to do but to g ive the master the f lesh
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he claims. But y ou are to be satisf ied tha t you have suff icien t r eason

to belie ve that these claims ar e well f ounde d. And if you leave that

mat ter in a sta te o f doubt, i t does not r equir e a single wi tness to

be called on the par t o f the r esponden t, to pr ove on the opposi te

side of the question. B ut w e have come in wi th a w eight o f evidenc e

demolishing the struc tur e he has raised, restoring the w oman to

her orig inal posi tion in the estima tion o f the la w. ÒWell,Ó says the

gentleman, Òit is lik e the c ase of a fug itiv e fr om justic e.Ó But i t is

not, and if i t w ere, it w ould not benef it his c ase. The case of a

fug itiv e fr om justic e is one in which the prisoner is r emanded to the

custod y of the la w, handed over f or legal purposes. The c ase of a

fug itiv e fr om labor is a c ase in which the individual is hande d over

sometimes to a mer ciless master , and very rarely to a chari table

one. Does the c ounsel me an to say tha t in the c ase of a fug itiv e

fr om justic e he is not bound to sa tisf y the judg e before whom,

the question is he ard? He should pr ove our wi tnesses unwor th y of

belief. As Judge Grier said, upon a f ormer oc casion, ÒYou can choose

your o wn time; y ou have full and abundan t oppor tuni ties on e very

side to pr epare against any conting ency.Ó Why donÕt they do so? He

is not to c ome her e and force on a case, and say, I suppose you

take every thing f or gr anted. He is to c ome pr epared to pr ove the

justic e of his claim bef ore the tri bunal who is to de cide upon i t.

That he has not done suc cessfully, and I w ould, ther efore, ask your

Honor , after the elabor ate ar gument on the par t o f the plain tif f, to

dischar ge this w oman: for af ter such an abundanc e of testimon y

unbr oken and inc ontestable as tha t w e have exhi bi ted her e, it w ould

be a monstr ous per version o f r eason to suppose tha t anything mor e

could be r equir ed.

Mr . McMur trie r eplied by reasserting his posi tions. I t w as a grave

question f or the c our t to c onsider wha t evidenc e was requir ed.

He thoug ht tha t this de cision mig ht be the turning c ase to show

whether the ac t o f Congr ess would be c arrie d out or whe ther w e

were to r eturn in fac t to the sta te of affairs under the old la ws.

Judge Kane said, in r eference to the r emarks at the close o f Mr .

McMur trie Õs speech: So long as I r etain m y seat on this bench, I
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shall endeavor to enf orce this la w wi thout r eference to m y own

sympathies, or the sympa thies and opinions o f others. I do not think,

in the c ases under this ac t o f Congr ess, or a tr eaty, or consti tutional,

or legal pr ovision f or the e xtr adition o f fug itiv es from justic e, that

it is possi ble to imag ine tha t conclusiv e proof of iden ti ty could

be establishe d by deposi tions. From the na tur e of the c ase and

the fac ts to be pr oved, pr oof cannot be made in an ticipa tion o f

the iden ti ty of the par ty. That being establishe d, i t is the o ff ice of

the judg e, to determine whe ther a prima f acie case indic ates the

iden ti ty of the par ty char ged, wi th the par ty before him.

* * * * *

On the other hand, the e videnc e of the claiman t has been met,

and r egarding the be aring o f the wi tnesses for the r esponden t,

met by wi tnesses who testif ied, wi th appar ent candor and gr eat

intellig ence. If the y are believed, then the wi tnesses for the claiman t

are mistak en. The question is, whe ther t wo wi tnesses for the

claiman t, who ha ve not seen the r esponden t f or t wenty-thr ee, one

for t wenty-f our y ears, are to be belie ved in pr eference to f our

wi tnesses on the other side, thr ee of whom ha ve seen her fr equentl y

since 1826, and known her as Euphemia W illiams, and the f our th,

who has not se en her f or a quar ter o f a centur y, but testif ies that

when the y were childr en, the y used to jest e ach other about sc ars,

which the y still be ar upon their persons; I am bound to sa y tha t

the pr oof by the f our wi tnesses has not be en overthr own b y the

contr ary evidenc e of the t wo who onl y recogniz ed her when the y

called on her wi th the marshall. One sa ys he called her Mahala

Purnell as soon as he saw her . He might be mistak en. He inf err ed

he would f ind her a t the plac e to which he w ent. Ther e were thr ee

persons in the r oom, one w as Mahala Richardson, whom he kne w, a

young g ir l, and the prisoner . If she had been alone, his r ecogni tion

would ha ve been of no avail. The fac t is ob vious to this c our t, tha t

the r esponden t has no pe culiar ph ysiognom y or gai t. I t has been

shown she has no pe culiari ty of voice; I cannot but f eel tha t the

fact alleg ed by the claiman t is very doubtful, when the wi tnesses,

wi thout mar k or pe culiari ty, testif y tha t the y can readily recogniz e
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the g ir l of f if teen in the w oman of for ty. The prisoner is ther efore

dischar ged.

A slight at tempt a t appla use in the c our t r oom w as promptl y

suppr essed. The in tellig ence of the dischar ge of the w oman, w as

quickl y spread to those wi thout, who r aised shouts o f joy. The

woman, wi th her childr en, were hurrie d in to a carriag e, which w as

driv en f irst to the An ti-sla very off ice and then to the P hiladelphia

Insti tute, in Lombar d Str eet above Seventh. H ere she was

intr oduc ed to a lar ge audienc e of color ed people, who haile d her

appearance wi th liv ely joy; several exci ted speeches were made, and

great en thusiasm w as manifested in and outside o f the building and

the adjacent str eets. When Euphemia c ame out, the horses w ere

taken out o f the c arriag e, and a long r ope was at tached, which w as

taken by as many color ed people as could g et hold o f i t, and the

woman and her childr en thus c onveyed to her home.

The pr ocession was accompanie d by several hundr eds of men,

women and bo ys. They dr agged the c arriag e past the r esidence

of the c ounsel f or the r esponden t, che ering them b y huzzas of

the wildest kind, and then took the v ehicle and i ts conten ts to

the r esidence of the w oman, German town Road near Fif th str eet,

beguiling the w ay wi th songs and shouts. The whole sc ene was one

of wild, ung overnable exci temen t, pr oduced by exuber ance of joy.

The master ly management o f aboli tionists in c onnection wi th the

counsel, saved poor E uphemia fr om being dr agged fr om her

childr en in to hopeless bondag e. While the vic tor y was a source of

great momen tar y rejoicing on the par t o f the friends o f the sla ve

it w as nevertheless qui te manif est tha t she was only released by

the Òskin o f her te eth.Ó ÒA scar on her f oreheadÓ saved her . Relativ e

to this impor tant mar k, a few of Euphemia Õs friends en joyed a very

pleasing anecdote, which, a t the time, the y were oblig ed to wi thhold

fr om the public; i t is too g ood to be k ept an y long er. For a time,

Euphemia w as kept in dur ance vile, up in the dome o f Independenc e

Hall, par tl y in the custod y of Lieutenan t Gould y of the Ma yorÕs

polic e, (who w as the rig ht man in the rig ht plac e), whose sympathies

were secretl y on the side o f the sla ve. While his pi tying eyes gazed
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on Euphemia Õs sad face, he observed a very large scar on her

forehead, and was immediatel y struck wi th the ide a that tha t old

scar mig ht be used wi th damag ing ef fect by the wi tnesses and

counsel against her . At onc e he decided tha t the sc ar must be

concealed, at le ast, until af ter the e xamination o f the claiman tÕs

wi tnesses. According ly a large turban w as procur ed and plac ed on

Euphemia Õs head in such a manner as to hide the sc ar comple tel y,

wi thout e xci ting the le ast suspicion in the minds o f any. So when

the wi tnesses against her sw ore that she had no par ticular mar k,

David Paul Brown made them clinch this par t o f their testimon y

irr evocably. Now, when Sarah Gayly aff irme d (on the par t o f the

prisoner ) that ÒI have reason to kno w her be cause she has the same

sort o f a scar on her f orehead that I ha ve, we used to mak e fun

of each other about the mar ks,Ó etc., if i t w as not eviden t to all,

it w as to some, tha t she had Òstolen their thunder ,Ó as the Òchop-

fallenÓ countenanc es of the sla ve-holderÕs wi tnesses indic ated in a

momen t. Despair w as depicted on all fac es sympathizing wi th the

pursuers.

With he avy pecuniar y losses, sad damage of char acter , and

comf or tless, the unhapp y claiman t and his wi tnesses were

compelle d to r eturn to Mar yland, wiser if not be t ter men. The

account o f this in ter esting trial, w e have condensed fr om a very

careful and elabor ate r epor t o f i t publishe d in the ÒPennsylvania

Freeman,Ó January 13th, 1857.

Apparentl y, the vig ilanc e of slave-hun ters w as not slack ened by

this def eat, as the r ecords show tha t man y exci ting c ases took

place in Philadelphia and P ennsylvania, and if the r ecords of the old

Aboli tionist Socie ty could be publishe d, as they should be, i t w ould

appear tha t man y hard-f ought bat tles have taken place between

Freedom and Slavery on this soil.

Here in conclusion touching the F ugitiv e Slave Law, arrests under

it, etc., as a fit ting se quel w e copy t wo extr acts fr om hig h authori ty.

The f irst is fr om the able and gr aphic pen o f James Miller M cKim,

who w as well kno wn to stand in the fr ont r anks of both the An ti-

slavery Society and the Under ground Rail Road cause thr ough all
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the long and tr ying c ontest, during which the c ountr y was agitated

by the question o f imme diate emancipa tion, and shar ed the full

conf idenc e and respect o f Aboli tionists o f all classes thr oughout the

Uni ted States and Gr eat Bri tain.

The let ter fr om which w e have made this e xtr act w as wri t ten to

Hon. George Thompson, the distinguishe d aboli tionist o f England,

and speaks for i tself. The other quota tion is fr om the pen o f a hig hly

respectable and in tellig ent lad y, belong ing to the Socie ty of Friends,

or Quak ers, and a most de voted friend o f the sla ve, whose statemen t

obviousl y is li ter ally true.

From Mr . McKiM to GEORGE THOMPSON, 1851.

The accompanying par cel of extr acts will g ive you a full

account o f the dif ferent slave cases tried in this ci ty, under

the ne w Fugitiv e Slave Law up to this time. F ull and ac cur ate

as these repor ts are, they will af ford you but a fain t ide a of

the anguish and c onfusion tha t have been pr oduced in this

par t o f the c ountr y by this infamous sta tute. I t has turne d

Southeastern Pennsylvania in to another Guine a Coast, and

caused a large por tion o f the inhabi tants to f eel as insecur e

fr om the brutal violenc e and diabolic al acts of the kidnapper ,

as are the unhapp y cr eatur es who people the shor es of

Afric a. Ruff ians fr om the other side o f the Slave-line, aide d

by pr ofessional kidnappers on our o wn soil, a class o f men

whose Ôoccupation Õ until la tel y, had been Ôgone,Õ are

continuall y pr owling thr ough the c ommuni ty, and every now

and then seizing and c arr ying away their pr ey. As a specimen

of the boldness, thoug h for tuna tel y, not o f the suc cess

always wi th which these wr etches pr osecute their nefarious

tr ade, read the enclose d ar ticle, which I cut fr om

the Freeman, of January 2d, and bear in mind tha t in no

respect ar e the fac ts her e mentione d over-sta ted.

This af fair oc curr ed in Chester c ounty, one of the most

order ly and in tellig ent counties in the S tate, a county set tle d

principall y by Quakers. A week or t wo after this oc curr ence,
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and not far fr om the same plac e, a farmhouse w as enter ed

by a band of arme d ruf f ians, in the e vening, and a t a time

when all the able-bodie d occupants, save one, were known

to be absen t. This w as a color ed man, who w as seated by

the ki tchen f ir e, and in the ac t o f taking o ff his shoes. He

was instantl y knock ed down and gagged; but, still r esisting,

he was beaten most unmer cifull y. There was a woman, and

also a feeble old man, in the house, who w ere at tr acted

to the spot b y the scuf f le; but the y could nei ther r ender

any assistance, nor (the lig ht being put out ), could the y

recogniz e the par ties engaged in i t. The unhapp y vic tim

being fair ly overcome, was dragged lik e a slain beast to a

wagon, which w as about a hundr ed yards distan t, w aiting to

receive him. I n this he w as placed, and conveyed across the

line, which w as about t wenty miles fur ther south; and tha t

was the last, so far as I kno w, that has ever been heard of

him. The alarm w as given, of course, as soon as possible, and

the neig hbors w ere quickl y in pursui t; but the kidnappers

had got the star t o f them. The ne xt morning the tr ail

between the house, and the plac e wher e the w agon stood,

was distinc tl y visible, and deeply marked wi th blood.

About a f or tnig ht sinc e, a let ter w as brought to our o ff ice,

fr om a well-kno wn friend, the c onten ts of which w ere in

substanc e as follo ws: A case of kidnapping had oc curr ed in

the vicini ty of West Cain Township, Chester c ounty, at about

half past one on S unday morning, the 16th Mar ch. A black

man, by the name o f Thomas H all, an honest, sober , and

industrious individual, living in the midst o f a set tlemen t o f

farmers, had be en stolen b y persons who knock ed at his

door , and told him tha t his ne arest neig hbor w anted him

to c ome to his house, one o f his childr en being sick. H all,

not imme diatel y opening his door , it w as burst in, and thr ee

men rushe d in to his house; H all was felled by the bludg eons

of the men. H is wif e received several severe blows, and on

making f or the door w as told, tha t if she a t tempte d to g o
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out or halloo, she w ould ha ve her br ains blown out. She,

however, escaped thr ough a back windo w, and gave the

alarm; but bef ore any person arriv ed upon the gr ound, the y

had f led wi th their vic tim. H e was taken wi thout an y

clothing, e xcept his nig ht clothes. A six -barr elled revolver,

heavily loaded, was dropped in the scuf f le, and lef t; also a

silk handk erchief, and some old ad vertisemen t o f a bear bai t,

that w as to tak e place in Emmi t tsbur g, Maryland. In how

many cases the persons stolen ar e legally liable to c aptur e, it

is impossi ble to sta te. The law, you kno w, authoriz es arrests

to be made, wi th or wi thout pr ocess, and nothing is e asier

under such cir cumstanc es than to kidnap persons who ar e

fr ee born.

The very same day tha t I r eceived the abo ve mentione d

let ter , and while our he arts w ere still aching o ver i ts

conten ts, another w as brought us fr om Thomas Garr et t, o f

Wilmington, Dela ware, announcing the abduc tion, a nig ht or

two before, of a fr ee color ed man o f tha t ci ty. The outr age

was commi t ted by an ex-polic eman, who, pr etending to be

acting under the c ommission which he had be en kno wn to

hold, en ter ed, near the hour o f midnig ht, the house o f the

victim, and alleg ing against him some pe t ty act o f disor der,

seized him, handcuf fed him in the pr esence of his disma yed

famil y, and carrie d him o ff to Mar yland. The che at tha t had

been pr actised was not disc overed by the famil y until ne xt

evening; but i t w as too late, the man w as gone.

At the time Mr . Garret tÕs let ter w as handed to me,

narr ating the f oregoing c ase of man ste aling, I w as listening

to the sad tales o f t wo color ed women, who had c ome to the

off ice for advice and assistance. One of them w as an elderly

person, whose son had be en pursue d by the marshalÕs

deputies, and who had just esc aped wi th Ôthe skin of his

teeth.Õ She did not come on her o wn account, ho wever; her

heart w as too full o f joy for tha t. She came to accompany

the y oung w oman who w as with her . This young w oman
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was a remarkably in tellig ent, lady-lik e person, and her stor y

made a str ong appeal to m y feelings. She is a resident o f

Washington, and her err and her e was, to pr ocur e the

liberation o f a sister -in-la w, who is c onf ined in tha t ci ty,

under v ery peculiar cir cumstanc es. The sister -in-la w had

absconded fr om her mistr ess about nine mon ths sinc e, and

was secreted in the r oom o f an acquain tanc e, who w as cook

in a distinguishe d slave-holding famil y in W ashington; her

inten tion being, ther e to w ait un til all se arch should be o ver,

and an oppor tuni ty offer of escape to the N or th. But, as yet,

no such oppor tuni ty had pr esented i tself; a t le ast none tha t

was available, and f or nine long mon ths had tha t poor g ir l

been conf ined in the narr ow limi ts of the c ookÕs chamber ,

watche d over day and nig ht by tha t fai thful friend wi th a

vigilanc e as sleepless as it w as disinter ested. The time had

now come, however, when some thing must be done. The

famil y in whose house she is hid is about to be br oken up,

and the house to be v acated, and the g ir l must ei ther be

rescued fr om her peril, or she, and all her ac complic es must

be exposed. What to do under these cir cumstanc es was

the question which br ought this w oman to P hiladelphia. I

advised her to the best o f my abili ty, and sent her a way

hopeful, if not r ejoicing.

But in man y of these c ases we can render no aid wha tever.

All we can do is to c ommend them to the God o f the

oppr essed, and labor on f or the da y of general deliv erance.

But, oh! the horr ors of this hell-born system, and the ha voc

made by this; i ts last f oul o ffspring, the F ugitiv e Slave law.

The anguish, the terr or, the agony inf lic ted by this infamous

statute, must be wi tnessed to be full y appr eciated. You must

hear the tale o f the br oken-he arted mother , who has just

received tidings tha t her son is in the hands o f man-thie ves.

You must listen to the impassione d appeal of the wif e, whose

husbandÕs retr eat has been discovered, and whose f ootsteps

are dogged by the blood-hounds o f Slavery. You must he ar
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the husband, as I did, a f ew w eeks ago, himself bound and

helpless, beg you for GodÕs sake to save his wif e. You must

see such a woman as Hannah Dellam, wi th her noble-looking

boy at her side, ple ading in v ain before a pro-sla very judge,

that she is o f rig ht fr ee; that her son is en ti tle d to his

fr eedom; and abo ve all, tha t her babe, about to be born,

should be permi t ted to open i ts eyes upon the lig ht o f

li ber ty. You must he ar the judg eÕs decision, r emorselessl y

giving up the w oman wi th her childr en born and unborn,

into the hands o f their claiman tsÑb y them to be c arrie d

to the sla ve prison, and thenc e to be sold to a r eturnless

distanc e fr om the r emaining but sc at ter ed fr agments of her

once happy famil y. These things y ou must se e and hear

for y ourself bef ore you can form an y adequate ide a of the

bi t terness o f this cup which the unhapp y childr en of

oppr ession along this southern bor der ar e called upon to

drink. Manif estations lik e these have we been oblig ed ei ther

to wi tness oursel ves, or hear the r eci tal o f fr om others,

almost dail y, for w eeks together . Our aching he arts of late,

have known but li t tle r espite. A shadow has been cast over

our home cir cles, and a check been given to the w onted

cheerfulness o f our families. One nig ht, the nig ht tha t the

woman and the bo y and the unborn babe r eceived their

doom, m y wif e, long af ter midnig ht, li ter ally wept herself to

sleep. For the last f or tnig ht w e have had no ne w cases; but

even now, when I g o home in the e vening, if I happen to

look mor e serious than usual, m y wif e notic es it, and asks:

ÒIs ther e another sla ve case?Ó and my li t tle g ir ls look up

anxiousl y for m y reply.

* * * * *
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From Miss MARY B. THOMAS.

Daring outr age! burglary and kidnapping! The f ollo wing le t ter tells

its own star tling and most painful stor y. Every manl y and generous

heart must burn wi th indigna tion a t the villain y i t descri bes, and

bleed wi th sympa th y for the almost br oken-he arted suf ferers.

DOWNIN GTOWN, 19th, 4th mo., 1848.

ÒMy Dear Friend:Ñ This morning our famil y was aroused by

the scr eams of a young c olor ed gir l, who has be en living wi th

us nearly a year past; but w e were awakened onl y in time

to see her borne o ff by thr ee whi te men, ruf f ians inde ed,

to a carriag e at our door , and in an instan t she w as on her

way to the South. I f eel so much e xci ted by the at tendan t

cir cumstanc es of this daring and a tr ocious de ed, as scarcely

to be able to g ive you a coher ent account o f i t, but I kno w

that i t is a dut y to mak e it kno wn, and, I ther efore wri te this

imme diatel y.

ÒAs soon as the house w as opened in the morning, these

men who w ere lur king wi thout, ha ving a carriag e in w aiting

in the str eet, enter ed on their horrid err and. They

encounter ed no one in their en tr ance, except a color ed boy,

who w as making the f ir e; and who, being frig htened at their

approach, ran and hid himself; taking a lig hted candle fr om

the ki tchen, and c arr ying i t up stairs, the y went dir ectl y to

the chamber in which the poor g ir l lay in a sound sle ep.

They lif ted her fr om her be d and carrie d her do wn stairs.

In the en tr y of the se cond f loor the y met one o f my sisters,

who, he aring an unusual noise, had sprung fr om her be d.

Her scr eams, and those o f the poor g ir l, who w as now

thor oughly awakened to the dr eadful truth, ar oused my

father , who hurrie d undr essed fr om his chamber , on the

ground f loor . My fatherÕs effor ts w ere powerless against the

thr ee; they thr ew him o ff, and wi th frig htful impr ecations
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hurrie d the g ir l to the c arriag e. Quickl y as possible my father

star ted in pursui t, and r eached West Chester onl y to le arn

that the c arriag e had driv en thr ough the bor ough at full

speed, about half an hour bef ore. They had t wo horses to

their v ehicle, and ther e were thr ee men besides those in

the house. These par ticulars w e gather fr om the c olor ed boy

Ned, who, fr om his hiding-plac e, was watching them in the

road.

ÒCan anything be done f or the r escue of this g ir l fr om the

kidnappers? W e are surprise d and alarme d! This deli berate

invasion of our house, is a thing unimag ined. Ther e must

be some inf ormer , who is acquain ted wi th our house and

its arr angements, or the y never w ould ha ve come so

boldl y thr ough. Trul y, ther e is no need to pr each about

Slavery in the abstr act, this individual c ase combines e very

wick edness by which human na tur e can be degraded.

Trul y, thy friend,

MARY B. THOMAS.Ó

In a subsequent le t ter , our friend sa ys: ÒAs to detail, the whole

tr ansaction w as like a flash to those who sa w the miser able ending.

I was impelle d to wri te wi thout dela y, by the thoug ht tha t i t w ould

be in time f or the ÔFreeman,Õ and that any pr ocr astination on m y

part, mig ht jeopard others o f these suf fering pe ople, who ar e living,

as was this poor g ir l, in fancie d securi ty. Our c onsterna tion w as

inexpr essible; our sorr ow and indigna tion de epen dail y, as the

thoug ht r eturns o f the a wful announc ement wi th which w e were

awakened: the y have carrie d Mar tha to the South. T o do wha t will

be of most ser vice to the c auseÑnot their c auseÑoursÑtha t o f our

race, is our burning desir e.Ó
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Helpers and Sympathizers at
Home and
Abroad—Interesting Letters

The necessities o f the Commi t tee for the r elief o f the desti tute

and way-w orn tr avelers bound fr eedom-w ard, were met mainl y by

friends o f the c ause in Philadelphia. Gener ous-he arted aboli tionists

nobl y gave their g old in this w ork. They gave not onl y material,

but lik ewise whole-soule d aid and sympa th y in times o f need, to

a degree well w or th y of commemor ation while the name o f slave

is remember ed. The Shiple ys, Hoppers, Parrishes, M ot ts, Whi tes,

Copes, Wistars, Pennocks, Sellers, D avis, Prices, Hallowells,

Sharpless, Williams, Coa tes, Morris, B rowns, Townsends, Taylors,

Jones, Grews, Wises, Lindseys, Barkers, Earles, Pughs, Rogers,

Whartons, Barnes, W illsons, W rig hts, Peir ces, Justices, Smi ths,

Cavenders, Stackhouses, N ealls, Dawsons, Evans, Lees, Childs,

Clothiers, H arveys, Laings, Middle tons, etc., are among the names

well-kno wn in the da ys which trie d menÕs souls, as being most true

to the bondman, whe ther on the Under ground Rail Road, before

a Fugitiv e Slave-L aw Cour t, or on a ric e or c ot ton plan tation in

the South. N or w ould w e pass over the indefa tigable labors o f the

LadiesÕ Anti-sla very Societies and Sewing Cir cles of Philadelphia,

whose surpassing f ideli ty to the sla ve in the fac e of pr ejudic e,

calumn y and r eproach, year in and y ear out, should be held in

lasting r emembr ance. In the hours o f dar kness they cheered the

cause. While w e thus honor the home-guar ds and coadjutors in

our imme diate neig hbor hood, w e cannot f orget other e arnest and

fai thful friends o f the sla ve, in distan t par ts of the c ountr y and the

wor ld, who volun teered timel y aid and sympa th y to the V igilanc e

Commi t tee of Philadelphia. N ot to men tion an y of this class w ould

be to fail to besto w honor wher e honor is due. W e have only to allo w
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the friends to whom w e allude, to spe ak for themsel ves thr ough

their c orr espondenc e when their he arts w ere stirr ed in the in ter est

of the esc aping slave, and the y were practic ally doing un to others as

they would have others do un to them.

Here, trul y, is pur e philan thr opy, that vi tal Christiani ty, that True

and Undef iled Relig ion bef ore God and the Father , which is to visi t

the fa ther less and wido w in their af f lic tion, and to undo the he avy

bur den, and le t the oppr essed go fr ee. The posteri ty of the

oppr essed at le ast, will ne ed such evidenc es of tender r egard and

love as here evinc ed. In those da ys, such expr essions of Christian

benevolenc e were cheering in the e xtr eme. From his able

contri bution to An ti-sla very papers, and his f earless and eloquen t

advocacy of the c ause of the do wn-tr odden slave in the pulpi t, on

the pla tf orm, and in the social cir cle, the name o f Rev. N.R. Johnston,

Reforme d Presbyterian ( of the old Co venanter fai th ), will be familiar

to man y. But w e think i t safe to say tha t his f ideli ty and devotion to

the slave are nowher e mor e full y por tr ayed than in the appende d

Under ground Rail Road let ters.

TOPSHAM, VT., September 1st, 1855.

WM. STILL, M Y DEAR FRIEND:ÑI have the he art, but not

the time, to wri te you a long le t ter . It is Satur day evening,

and I am pr eparing to pr each to-morr ow af ternoon fr om

Heb. xiii. 3, ÒRemember them tha t ar e in bonds as bound

wi th them. Ó This will be my second sermon fr om this te xt.

Sabbath bef ore last I pr eached fr om i t, arguing and

illustr ating the pr oposi tion, de duced fr om i t, tha t Òthe great

work to which w e are now called is the aboli tion o f Slavery,

or the emancipa tion o f the sla ve,Ó showing our dut y

as philanthr opists. To-morr ow I in tend to poin t out our dut y

as citizens . Some to whom I minister , I know, will c all i t a

poli tic al speech; but I ha ve long sinc e determine d to spe ak

for the dumb wha t is in m y heart and in m y Bible, let men

hear or f orbear. I am accountable to the God o f the

oppr essed, not to man. I f I have his favor, why need I r egard
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manÕs disfavor. Many besides the members o f my own

chur ch come out r egular ly to he ar me. Some of them ar e

pro-sla very poli ticians. The c onsequence is, I pr each much

on the subje ct o f Slavery. And while I ha ve a tongue to spe ak,

and lips to pr ay, they shall never be sealed or silen t so long

as millions o f dumb ha ve so few to spe ak for them.

But poor P assmore Williamson is in bonds. Le t us also

remember him, as bound wi th him. H e has many

sympathiz ers. I am glad you did not shar e the same fate. For

some reasons I am sorr y you have fallen in to the hands o f

thie ves. For some others I am g lad. It will mak e you mor e

devoted to y our g ood w ork. Persecution al ways brig htens

the Christian, and gives more zeal to the true philan thr opist.

I hope y ou will c ome off vic torious. I pr ay for y ou and y our

co-labor ers and co-suf ferers.

My good br other , I am gr eatl y indebte d to y ou for y our

continue d kindness. The Lor d reward you.

I have a scholarship in an Ohio Colleg e, Geneva Hall, which

will en ti tle meÑan y one I ma y sendÑto six y ears tui tion. I t

is an Anti-sla very insti tution, and wholl y under An ti-sla very

contr ol and inf luenc e. They want color ed studen ts to

prepare them f or the gr eat f ield o f labor open to men o f

talen t and pie ty of tha t class. When I last saw you I purpose d

talking to y ou about this ma t ter , but w as disappoin ted very

much in not g et ting to tak e tea wi th y ou, as I par tl y

promised. Have you a son r eady for c ollege? or for the

grammar school? Do y ou kno w any pr omising y oung man

who w ould ac cept m y scholarship ? Or would y our br otherÕs

son, Peter or Le vin, lik e to have the benef it o f i t? If so,

you are at li ber ty to pr omise i t to an y one whom y ou think

I would be willing to e ducate. Wri te me at your e arliest

convenienc e, about this ma t ter .

* * * * *

I pr esume the Standar d will c ontain full ac counts of the

Norristo wn me eting, the W illiamson c ase, and your o wn and
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those c onnected. If i t does not, I will thank y ou to wri te me

full y.

* * * * *

What causes the delay of tha t book, the H istor y of Peter

StillÕs Family, etc.? I long to se e it.

The Lor d bless you in y our labors f or the sla ve.

Yours, etc.,

N.R. JOHNSTON.

TOPSHAM, VT., December 26th, 1855.

WM. STILL, M Y DEAR FRIEND:ÑI wr ote to y ou some t wo

or thr ee weeks ago, enclosing the le t ter to the c are of a

friend in P hiladelphia, whom I wishe d to in tr oduce to y ou.

I have had no answ er to tha t le t ter , and I am afr aid you

have not r eceived i t, or tha t you have wri t ten me, and I

have not r eceived yours. I n tha t le t ter I wishe d to r eceive

inf orma tion r especting the best w ay to e xpend mone y for

the aid o f fug itiv es. Lest you may not ha ve received i t, I wri te

you again, thoug h brief ly.

A few of the An ti-sla very friends, mostl y ladies, in our

village have forme d an Anti-sla very Society and sewing

cir cle, the pr oceeds of which ar e to go to aid ne edy or

desti tute fug itiv e slaves. They have appoin ted me

corr esponding se cretar y. In obedienc e to m y instruc tions,

and tha t I ma y fulf ill m y pr omises, I w ant to f ind out fr om

you the desir ed inf orma tion. W e want to g ive the li t tle

money raised, in such a w ay tha t fug itiv es who ar e really

needy will be benef ited by i t. Wri te me as soon as possible,

wher e and to whom w e should send the funds when r aised.

I have thoug ht tha t you of the V igilanc e Commi t tee, in

Philadelphia had ne ed of i t. Or , if not, you can tell us wher e

money is needed. Probably you kno w of some one in Canada

who ac ts for the ne edy ther e. So many imposi tions ha ve

been palmed off upon chari table aboli tionists, I am afr aid

to ac t in such a c ase without the dir ections o f one who
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knows all about these things. I s money needed to help those

escaping? If so, should w e send to N ew York, Philadelphia, or

wher e else? When I w as in New York last, a young man fr om

Richmond, V a., assuming the name o f Rober t Johnston, who

had come by steamboat to P hiladelphia, and whom y ou had

dir ected to the An ti-sla very off ice in New York, had onl y one

dollar in mone y. His fare had to be paid b y a friend ther e, the

tr easurer of the fund being absen t. I kno w tha t the y nearly

all need mone y, or clothing. W e want to send our mone y

wher ever i t is most ne eded, to help the desti tute, or those in

danger, and wher e it will be fai thfull y applie d. Wri te me full y,

giving spe cif ic dir ections; and I will r ead your le t ter to the

society. And as I have been waiting anxiousl y, for some t wo

weeks or mor e, for an answ er to m y pr evious le t ter , but am

disappoin ted unless you have wri t ten v ery recentl y, I will be

much oblig ed if y ou will wri te on the r eception o f this. An y

inf orma tion y ou may communic ate, r especting the doing o f

your section o f the Under ground Railway will be r ead before

the socie ty wi th much in ter est.

If you kno w the addr ess of any one in Canada, who w ould

be a good corr esponden t r especting this ma t ter , please give

me his name.

* * * * *

My dear br other , go on in y our g ood w ork; and the God o f

the oppr essed sustain and r eward you, is my earnest pr ayer.

Yours, fr aternall y, in our c ommon c ause,

N.R. JOHNSTON.

TOPSHAM, VT., December 18th, 1856.

WM. STILL, VERY DEAR FRIEND:ÑI will be much ple ased

to he ar fr om you and our c ommon c ause in Pennsylvania.

I am so far r emoved, away her e in Yankeedom, tha t I he ar

nothing fr om tha t quar ter but b y the public prin ts. And as for

the Under ground Railway, of course, I he ar nothing, e xcept

now and then, I w ould be gr eatl y pleased if y ou would wri te
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me the sta te o f i ts funds and pr ogress. Whatever you wri te

will be in ter esting.

The Topsham Sewing Cir cle has begun i ts feeble

oper ations again. Owing to much opposi tion, a v ery few

at tend, c onsequentl y li t tle is made. The ladies, ho wever,

have some articles on hand unsold, which will bring some

money ere long. I wish y ou would wri te me another long

let ter in de tail o f in ter esting fug itiv es, etc., such as you

wr ote last win ter , and I will ha ve it r ead before the cir cle.

Your le t ter last win ter w as heard by the ladies wi th gr eat

inter est. You are probably not a ware that fug itiv es are never

seen her e. Indeed the one half o f the pe ople have never seen

mor e than a half -doz en of color ed people. Ther e are none in

all this r egion.

I am lending P eter StillÑthe book Ñto m y neig hbors. I t is

devour ed wi th gr eat in ter est. It does good. I think, ho wever,

if I had be en wri ting such a book, I w ould ha ve wedged

in much mor e testimon y against slavery and i ts horrid

accompanimen ts and consequences.

I would be g lad to he ar how Peter and his famil y are

prospering.

Do you see my friends, Mr . Orr and Rev. Willson, no w-a-

days? Do they help in the g ood cause?

If the ladies her e should mak e up f ine shir ts for men, or

childr enÕs clothes o f various kinds, w ould the y be of use at

Philadelphia, or N ew York, to fug itiv es? Or would i t not be

advisable to send them ther e? The ladies her e complain tha t

they cannot sell wha t the y make.

My dear br other , be not disc our aged in y our w ork, your

labor o f love. The pr ospect bef ore the poor sla ve is inde ed

dark, dark! But the po wer shall not al ways be on the side

of the oppr essor. God reigns. A day of vengeance will c ome,

and tha t soon.

Mrs. Stowe makes Dred ut ter man y a truth. W ould tha t

God would wri te i t indeli bly on the he art o f the na tion. B ut
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the pe ople will not he ar, and the cup o f iniqui ty will soon f ill

to o verf lowing; and whose e ars will not be made to ting le

when the God o f Sabaoth awakes to ple ad the c ause of the

dumb ?

Yours, very sincerely,

N.R. JOHNSTON.

P.S. When I w as in New York last Fall, October , I was

in the An ti-Sla very off ice one day, when a friend in the

off ice showed me a dispatch just r eceived fr om Philadelphia,

signed W.S., which gave notic e of Òsix par celsÓ coming b y the

tr ain, etc. And bef ore I lef t the o ff ice the ÒparcelsÓ came in,

each on t wo legs. Str ange parcels, that w ould run a way on

legs.

My heart le aped for jo y at seeing these r escued ones. O

that God w ould arise and br eak the y oke of oppr ession! Let

us labor on and e ver, until our w ork is done, un til all ar e fr ee.

Since the la te Republic an farce has closed I hope to g et

some mor e subscri bers for the S tandar d. Honest men Õs eyes

will be opene d after a while, and the standar d of rig ht and

expedienc y be elevated. Let us Òhope on and ever.Ó

Yours, f or the rig ht,

N.R.J.

TOPSHAM, VT., April 3d, 1858.

DEAR FRIEND STILL:ÑI entr eat you not to inf er fr om m y

tar diness or neg lect, tha t I am f orgetful o f my dear friend

in Philadelphia. F or some time past I ha ve done in justic e to

many of my friends, in not pa ying m y debts in epistolar y

corr espondenc e. Some of my dearest friends ha ve cause to

censure me. But y ou must par don me. I ha ve two let ters

of yours on hand, unansw ered. One of them I r ead to the

Sewing Cir cle; and par t o f the other . For them I most he artil y

thank y ou. You are far kinder to me than I deser ve. May God

reward you.

I long to se e you. My head and heart is full o f the c ause
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of the sla ve. I fear I g ive the subject too much r elativ e

impor tanc e. Is this possi ble? I preach, lectur e, and wri te f or

the slave continuall y. And yet I don Õt do enough. Still I f ear

I neg lect the gr eat concerns o f r elig ion at home, in m y own

heart, in m y congr egation, and in the c ommuni ty.

I wish w e were located near to e ach other . We are far

separated. I am almost isola ted. You are surr ounde d by many

friends o f the c ause. Still w e are laboring on the same w all,

thoug h far apar t. Are we not ne ar in spiri t?

You see by the papers tha t w e have been tr ying to do

something in our Gr een Mountain State. The c ampaign has

fair ly begun. We will c arr y the bat tle to the ga te.

I see our friend, Miss W atkins, is still ple ading f or the

dumb. N oble g ir l! I lo ve her f or her de votedness to a good

cause. Oh, that her v oice could be he ard by the millions! I

hope tha t w e can have her again in V ermon t.

Give my kind r egards to our mutual friend, Miller M cKim.

Will I not se e him and y ou at the anniv ersary in New York?

Do you ever see Rev. Willson ? Is he doing an ything f or the

cause? I wish I c ould pe ep in to y our house to-nig ht, and see

if ther e are any ÒpackagesÓ on hand. God bless you in y our

labors o f love.

Yours, trul y, for the sla ve,

N.R. JOHNSTON.

While i t w as not in the po wer of Mr . Johnston and his c oadjutors, to

render an y great amoun t o f material aid to the Commi t tee, as they

had not be en lar gely blessed wi th this w or ldÕs goods, nevertheless,

the sympa th y shown w as as highly valued, as if the y had given

thousands o f dollars. N ot unfr equentl y has the imag e of this

singular ly fai thful minister en ter ed the wri terÕs mind as he onc e

appeared when visi ting the S ynod o f his chur ch in Philadelphia.

Having the Under ground Rail Road cause at heart, he br ought wi th

himÑall the w ay fr om Vermon tÑhis trunk w ell f ille d wi th ne w shir ts

and under -clothing f or the passeng ers on tha t Road. It w as
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characteristic o f the man, and has e ver sinc e been remember ed wi th

pleasure.

From another quar ter , hundr eds of miles fr om Philadelphia,

similar tok ens of in ter est in the c ause of the f leeing bondmen w ere

manif ested by a LadiesÕ Anti-sla very Society, in Western N ew York,

which w e must her e record. As the pr offered aid w as wholl y

unsolici ted, and as the Commi t tee had no pr evious kno wledge

whatever of the e xistenc e of the socie ty, or any of i ts members,

and wi thal, as the fa vors conferr ed, came at times when the c ause

was peculiar ly in ne ed (the Commi t tee oft-times being desti tute o f

clothing or mone y), the ide a that the Under ground Rail Road was

providen tiall y favored, in this r espect, was irr esisti ble.

We ther efore take great ple asure in commemor ating the g ood

deeds of the socie ty, by copying the f ollo wing le t ters fr om i ts

president, Mrs. Dr . Brooks:

ELLINGTON, Nov. 21st, 1859.

MR. WILLIAM STILL:Ñ Dear Sir:Ñ In the abo ve-name d

place, some five years since ther e was forme d a LadiesÕ Anti-

slavery Society, which has put f or th i ts feeble endeavors

to aid the c ause of Òbreaking every yoke and let ting the

oppr essed go fr ee,Ó and we trust, thr ough our me ans, others

have been made glad of heart. Every year we have sent a

box of clothing, be dding, e tc., to the aid o f the fug itiv e, and

wishing to send i t wher e it w ould be o f the most ser vice, we

have it suggested to us, to send to y ou the bo x we have at

present. You would c onfer a favor upon the members o f our

society, by wri ting us, g iving a de tail o f tha t which w ould be

the most ser vice to y ou, and whe ther or no i t w ould be mor e

advantageous to y ou than some ne arer station, and w e will

send or ende avor to, tha t which w ould benef it you most.

William W ells Brown visi ted our plac e a short time sinc e,

recommending us to send to y ou in pr eference to Syracuse,

wher e we sent our last bo x.

Please wri te, let ting me kno w wha t most is ne eded to aid
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you in y our g lorious w ork, a work which will sur ely meet i ts

reward. Dir ect, Ellington, Cha utauqua county, N.Y.

Your sister , in the c ause,

Mrs. M. BROOKS.

ELLINGTON, Chautauqua Co., N.Y., Dec. 7th, 1859.

MR. STILL:ÑDear Sir:Ñ Yours o f the 29th, w as duly and

gratefull y received, althoug h the gr eater por tion o f your

epistle, o f a necessity, por tr ayed the dar ker side o f the

pic tur e, yet w e have great r eason to be thankful f or the

growing in ter est ther e is for the c ause thr oughout the fr ee

States, for i t certainl y is on the incr ease, even in our o wn

locality. There are those who, f ive years since, were

(ashamed, must I sa y i t!) to be ar the appella tion o f ÒAnti-

slavery,Ó who can now manfull y bear the one then still mor e

repellant o f Abolitionist . All this w e wish to f eel thankful f or,

and wish their number ma y never gr ow less.

The exci temen t r elativ e to the her oic John Brown, no w in

his gr ave, has affected the whole N or th, or a t le ast every one

who has a heart in his br east, par ticular ly this por tion o f the

State, which is so de cidedly Anti-sla very.

At a meeting o f our Socie ty, to-da y, at which y our le t ter

was read, it w as thoug ht best tha t I should r eply to i t, a

request wi th which I che erfull y compl y. We would lik e to

hear fr om you, and learn the dir ections to be g iven to our

box, which will be r eady to send as soon as w e can hear fr om

you. Please give us all necessary inf orma tion, and oblig e our

Society.

You have the kind wishes and pr ayers of all the members,

that you may be the instrumen t o f doing much g ood to those

in bonds, and ma y God speed the time when e very yoke shall

be broken, and let the oppr essed go fr ee.

Yours, trul y,

Mrs. DR. BROOKS.

P.S. I have just learned tha t John BrownÕs body passed
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thr ough Dunkir k, a few miles fr om this plac e, yesterday. A

funer al sermon is to be pr eached in this plac e one week fr om

next Sabbath, f or the g ood old man.

Mrs. DR. B.

ELLINGTON, Jan. 2d, 1860.

WILLIAM STILL:Ñ Dear Sir:Ñ Enclosed are $2,00, to pay

fr eightage on the bo x of bedding, w earing appar el, etc., tha t

has been sent to y our addr ess. It has been thoug ht best to

send you a schedule o f the c onten ts of said box. Trusting i t

will be ac ceptable, and be the me ans of assisting the poor

fug itiv e on his perilous w ay, you have the pr ayers of our

Society, that you may be pr ospered in y our w ork of mer cy,

and you sur ely will me et wi th y our r eward according to y our

mer ciful ac ts.

Two bed quilts, 32, $8, 00; f ive bed quilts, 2 4, $15,00; one

bed quilt, 28, $3,50; t wo pairs c ot ton socks, 3, 75 cents; thr ee

pairs c ot ton stockings, 4, $1,50; one pair w oolen stockings,

6, 75 cents; one pair w oolen stockings, 4, 50 c ents; thr ee pair

woolen socks, 2, 75 cents; f ive pair w oolen socks, 3, $1,88;

eight chemise, 32, $4,50; thir teen menÕs shir ts, 66 cents,

$8,58; one pair pan ts, 12, $1,50; six pair overall pants, 80

cents, $4,80; thr ee pair pillo w cases, $1,00; thr ee calico

aprons, 2, 75 cents; thr ee sun-bonne ts, 2, 75 cents; t wo small

aprons, 1, 25 cents; one alpac a cape, 8, $1,00; t wo capes, 1, 25

cents; one black shawl, 4, 50 cents. Total, $56,51.

The foregoing is a c orr ect list o f the ar ticles and the

appraisal of the same. Please acknowledge the r eceipt o f

the le t ter and bo x, and oblig e the Anti-sla very Society of

Ellington.

Mrs. DR. BROOKS.

The r oad was doing a f lourishing business during the shor t time tha t

this sta tion r eceived aid and sympa th y fr om the L adiesÕ Anti-sla very

Society of Ellington, and li t tle did w e dream tha t i ts existenc e would

so soon be r ender ed null and v oid b y the ut ter o verthr ow of Slavery.
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We have great ple asure in sta ting tha t beyond our bor ders also,

across the oc ean, ther e came help to a la udable degr ee in the hour

of need. The numbers o f those who aide d in this spe cial w ork,

however, were very few and far be tween, a hundr ed per c ent. less

(so far as the r eceipts o f the Philadelphia Commi t tee were

concerned), than w as supposed by slave-holders and their

sympathiz ers, judg ing fr om their o ft r epeated allegations on this

subject.

It is true, tha t the Americ an Anti-sla very Society and kindr ed

associations, r eceived li beral contri butions fr om a few w arm-

hearted and staunch aboli tionists abr oad, to aid the gr eat w ork

of abolishing Sla very. In r eference to the P hiladelphia V igilanc e

Commi t tee, we are safe in saying, tha t, except fr om a few sour ces,

no dir ect aid c ame. How true this w as of other sta tions, w e do not

pretend to kno w or spe ak, but in the dir ections abo ve alluded to, w e

feel tha t the c ause was placed under lasting obliga tions. The W ebbs

of Dublin, and the Misses W ighams, of Scotland, r epresentativ es

of the Edinbur gh LadiesÕ Emancipation Socie ty, were constan tl y in

corr espondenc e wi th le ading aboli tionists in dif ferent par ts of the

countr y, manif esting a de ep in ter est in the g eneral cause, and were

likewise special stockholders o f the Under ground Rail Road of

Philadelphia. I n common wi th stockholders a t home, these tr ans-

atlan tic in vestors w ere willing to r eceive their shar es of dividends

in the answ er of a good conscienc e, or, in other w ords, from the

satisfac tion and ple asure deriv able fr om a consciousness o f having

done wha t the y could to alle viate the suf ferings o f the oppr essed

strugg ling to be fr ee. Having thus sho wn their fai th b y their w orks it

would be un just not to mak e honor able mention o f them.

Last, thoug h not le ast, at the risk o f wounding the f eelings o f one

who pr eferr ed not to le t the lef t hand kno w wha t the rig ht hand

doeth, w e may contempla te the philan thr opic labors o f one, whose

generosity and benevolenc e knew no bounds; whose friendship

devotion and li berali ty, were felt in all the principal sta tions o f the

Under ground Rail Road; whose he art w ent out af ter the millions

in f et ters, the f leeing fug itiv e, the fr ee, proscri bed, the ignor ant
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depriv ed of education; whose house w as the home o f the ad vocate

of the sla ve fr om the Uni ted States, especiall y if he w ore a color ed

skin or had be en a slave. We would not v entur e to say how man y of

the enslaved this kind hand helpe d to pur chase (Frederick Doug lass

and many others, being o f the number .)

How man y were assisted in pr ocuring an e ducation, ho w man y

who pine d in slave prisons w ere aided, how man y f leeing over the

perilous Under ground Rail Road were benef ited, the All-se eing Eye

alone kno weth; ne vertheless, w e are happy to be able to g ive our

readers some ide a of the un wearied labors o f the friend to whom

we allude. Here again we are compelle d to r esort to priv ate

corr espondenc e which took plac e when Cot ton w as King, and the

Slave-po wer of the South c ould boasting ly say, in the languag e of

the apoc alyptic w oman, ÒI sit as a queen, and shall see no sorr ow,Ó

when tha t po wer w as maddened to desper ation, b y the her oism

of the mar tyr, John Brown, and the f et ter ed bondmen w ere ever

and anon tr aveling o ver the Under ground Rail Road. In this Òdarkest

hour , just bef ore the br eak of day,Ó the heart o f the friend o f whom

we speak, was greatl y moved to c onsider the w ants of the oppr essed

in various dir ections.

How w or thil y and successfully her labors ga ve evidenc e of an

earnest de votion to fr eedom, the mode and me asures adopted by

her, to awaken sympath y in the br east of the bene volent o f her o wn

countr ymen, and ho w noble her e xample, may be learned fr om a

small pamphle t and e xplanator y let ters which, when wri t ten, w ere

intende d especiall y for priv ate use, but which w e now feel

constr ained to c opy fr om a sense of justic e to disin ter ested

philan thr opy.
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Pamphlet and Letters

FROM MRS. ANNA H. RICHARDSON, OF
NEWCASTLE, ENGLAND.

TO THE FRIENDS OF THE SLAVE.

DEAR FRIENDSÑFor some mon ths past m y dear husband

and I have wished very gratefull y to thank y ou for having

so kindl y assisted us in v arious An ti-Sla very effor ts, and

we now think i t qui te time to g ive an account o f our

stewardship, and also to la y before you several items o f

inter esting in tellig ence received fr om dif ferent par ts of the

Uni ted States. We will thank y ou to look upon this

intellig ence as private, and must r equest you to guar d

against any por tion o f i t being r eprin ted.

WILLIAM S. BAILEY.ÑWe have had great ple asure in

forwarding £222 to our v alued corr esponden t, William S.

Bailey, of Newpor t, Kentucky; £160 o f this sum in r esponse to

a cir cular issue d at Newcastle in the summer o f last y ear, and

received by our friend, D avid Oliv er, who acted as tr easurer,

and the r emainder chief ly collected by our de ar young

friends in Eng land and I reland, after r eading the ac count

of his li t tle da ughter , ÒLaura.Ó This money has been very

thankfull y acknowledged, wi th the e xception o f the last

remi t tanc e just now on the r oad.

Most o f our r eaders will be a ware that W.S. BaileyÕs

prin ting-o ff ice and pr emises were again ruthlessl y at tacked

after the H arperÕs Ferr y outbr eak, on the unf ounde d

assumption tha t he w as medi tating a similar pr oceeding, and

that i t w as unsafe for a fr ee press to be any long er toler ated

in Kentucky . His forms and t ype were according ly dr agged
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thr ough the str eets of Newpor t, and a consider able por tion

of them f lung b y a mob (of Ògentlemen Ó) into the Ohio Riv er.

A few extr acts fr om his o wn le t ters will pr et ty full y explain

both his past and pr esent posi tion. The subscription list

on his behalf is still open, and an y fur ther assistanc e for

this her oic man and his noble-he arted famil y will be v ery

gratefull y received and forwarded.

ÒNEWPORT, KENTUCKY, Nov. 19th, 1859.

ÒFrom m y let ter o f the 7th inst. y ou will ha ve

learned the sad in tellig ence that m y prin ting-o ff ice

has been destr oyed by a brutal mob o f Pro-Slavery

men. Thr ough the mone y I r eceived fr om you and

other friends in this c ountr y I w as moving the c ause

of fr eedom in all par ts of Kentucky . The people

seemed to gr asp our pla tf orm wi th eagerness, and

the slaveholders be came alarmed to see their wish

to r ead and discuss i ts simple truths. H ence they

plot ted tog ether to de vise a stratagem by which the y

could destr oy The Free South, and in the me antime

the H arperÕs Ferr y dif f icult y, by Mr . Brown, w as

seized upon to e xci te the pe ople against me, and

the most e xtr avagant lies w ere told about me, as

tr ying to e xci te slaves to rebellion; in tending to seiz e

the Uni ted States barr acks at this plac e, arm the

negroes, and commenc e war upon sla ve-holders. All

these lies w ere told as pr ofound secrets to the

people by the tools o f the sla ve-po wer. But these lies

have already explode d, and the pe ople ar e resuming

their c ommon sense again.

ÒI tried your plan o f non-r esistance wi th all m y

power. I pleaded wi th all the e arnestness o f my soul,

and so did m y wif e and daughters, but thoug h I am

certain man y were moved in c onscienc e against the

savage outr age, and did their w ork wi th a sting ing
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heart, yet the y felt tha t the y must stick to their par ty,

and comple te the destruc tion. Slavery, indeed,

makes the most har dened savages the w or ld ever

knew. The savage war-whoop o f the I ndian ne ver

equalled their dastar dly cr y of Ôshoot him, Õ Ôcut his

thr oat,Õ Ôstab him,Õ and such like words most

maliciousl y spoken.Ó* * ÒSlavery is the c ause of this

devilish spiri t in men; but this outr age has gained

me many friends, and will do much to wards put ting

down Slavery in the sta te. I t will also add man y

thousand v otes to the r epublic an pr esidential

candidate in 1860. God grant i t may work out a gr eat

good!Ó * * * * ÒI Want to g et star ted again as soon

as I possibly can. As soon as I can raise 1,000 dollars,

I can make a beginning, and soon af ter y ou will

see The Free Southagain, and I trust a much

handsomer she et than i t w as before.Ó

NEWPORT, January 6th, 1860.

ÒYours o f 12mo. 17th, 1860, is received, containing a

draft f or £50 , and another o f the ÔLit tle L auraÕ books,

which, thank God, is doing some g ood in N ewpor t

and Covington, in the hands o f t wo Christian friends.

The r enewed obliga tions under which the g ood

people o f England, thr ough your instrumen tali ty,

place me and m y abused people, call for expr essions

of gr ati tude fr om both me and them be yond m y

abili ty to pen. B ut y ou can imagine ho w w e ought

to f eel in our trials and w ants to such kind friends

as you. Neither I nor m y Anti-Sla very friends her e

can expr ess our thankfulness in the elegan t languag e

your be t ter e ducated countr ymen may feel we

should use, but, b y the Omnipoten t Judge of all

hearts, I trust our f eeble ef for t will be ac cepted, and

you and y ours be blessed and pr otected now and
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for ever. Such enc our agement str engthens me in the

belief tha t the S piri t o f God is abr oad in the he arts

of the pe ople, mo ving them to sympa thiz e wi th the

poor , subjected slave.Ó* * * * ÒI have the pr omise

of abler pens to aid me when I g et star ted again; and

I am glad to see that a poor w orking-man and his

famil y have been the me ans of calling the a t ten tion

of men o f let ters to assist in r aising fr om the dust

a crushed race of men; and althoug h the r ed clouds

of war hover thick ar ound us, and v engeance lur ks

in secret plac es, I trust, thr ough the guidanc e of an

All-wise Dir ector , to ste er safely thr ough the angr y

tide tha t no w so often ebbs and f lows around me; but

should I fall, I trust, de ar lady, that m y dear wif e and

famil y may be remember ed by the good and true. Ó

ÒNEWPORT, May 25th, 1860.

ÒI am glad to tell y ou tha t w e feel i t a gr eat vic tor y

over the sla ve power to be able to rise again fr om

our ruins, and in the fac e of slave-o wning despots

denounc e their inhumani ty and their sins. I trust

that Almig hty God will c ontinue to be wi th me and

my dear famil y in this g ood w ork.Ó * * * ÒYou

cannot but se e, I think, b y the southern pr ess, that

slave-holders beg in to f ear and tr emble f or the

safety of their Ôpeculiar insti tution. Õ The death o f John

Brown is y et to be a tone d for, by the slave-holding

oligar chy. His und ying spiri t haunts them b y day and

by nig ht, and in the midst o f their v oluptuous

enjoyments, the v ery thoug ht o f John Brown chills

their souls and poisons their ple asures. Their tarring

and feathering o f good ci tiz ens; their riding them

upon r ails, and ducking them, in dir ty ponds; their

destruc tion o f li ber ty pr esses, and the hanging o f

John Brown and his friends, to in timida te men fr om
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the advocacy of fr eedom, will all c ome tumbling

upon their o wn he ads as a just retri bution f or their

outr ageous brutali ty. Only let us perse vere, and

oppr essed humani ty, bent in timid silenc e

thr oughout the south, will rise and thr ow off the

yoke of Slavery and r ejoice in beholding i tself fr ee!Ó

ÒNEWPORT, August 18.

ÒI send you thr ee copies of my paper . Since

receiving y our le t ter , I and my famil y have done all

in our po wer to g et i t out, but w e had to g et old

type fr om the f oundr y and sor t i t, to mak e the sheet

the siz e you no w see it. We hate to be put do wn

by the inf luenc e of t yranny, and you cannot imag ine

our sorr ow, anxiety, necessity and

determina tion.Ó* * * ÒI have received, since the

press was destroyed, 700 dollars in all, which has

been spent in r epairing and r oofing our d welling-

house, and r epairing the br eaches made upon the

off ice, together wi th mending the pr esses and

procuring job t ype and some li t tle f or the paper , but

nearly all the la t ter is old t ype. Our kindest thanks to

the li ber ty-lo ving people o f your c ountr y, Scotland,

and Ireland, and tell them I shall ne ver surr ender

the c ause of fr eedom. A li t tle mone y fr om all m y

friends, w ould soon r einsta te me, and when the y see

my paper I trust i t will che er their hopes, and c ause

a new f ir e for li ber ty in Kentucky .

ÒI cannot but some times ask in m y closet

medi tations: O God o f mer cy and lo ve, why

permi t test Thou these things? B ut still I hope f or

a change of mind in m y enemies, and shall pr ess

onward to ac complish the gr eat task seeming ly

allot ted to me upon K entucky soil. Ó

THE PERSECUTED BEREANS.ÑTher e is another c all
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connected wi th K entucky , which w e wish to bring bef ore our

friends. A t a villag e in tha t State, called Berea, (situated in

Madison c ounty), a lit tle band o f Christian men and w omen,

had been pursuing their useful labors f or some y ears

past. They avowedly held An ti-sla very sentimen ts, but this

was the beginning and end o f their o ffending. The y

possessed a farm and sa w-mill, e tc., and had establishe d a

f lourishing school. These g ood people w ere quietl y follo wing

their usual emplo yments, when, in the e arly par t o f last

win ter , sixt y-t wo armed Kentuckians r ode upon horseback

to their c ot tage doors, and summaril y inf orme d them tha t

they must le ave the State in ten da ysÕ time, or would be

expelled fr om i t f orcibly. All pleading w as hopeless, and any

at tempt a t self -def ence out o f the question. The y bowed

before the storm, and hastil y gathering up their garmen ts,

in thr ee daysÕ time were on their r oad to Ohio. Their thr ee

Christian pastors took the same c ourse. One o f the la t ter has

since returne d to K entucky , to bur y his youngest li t tle bo y,

in a gr ave-yar d at tached to one o f the chur ches ther e. He

was enabled to pr each to the pe ople who assemble d on the

occasion, but w as not allo wed to r emain in his na tiv e State.

Another o f the e xiles ventur ed to g o back to Ber ea, but

this imme diatel y led to an outbr eak of popular f eeling, f or

his saw-mill w as set on f ir e by the mob, and pr esentl y

destr oyed. The exiles ar e consequentl y still in Ohio, or

wandering about in se arch of emplo yment. We have been

privileg ed in r eceiving t wo let ters r especting them, fr om one

of their e xcellent pastors, John G. Fee. This gentleman is

himself, the son o f a slave-holder , but gave up his earthl y

patrimon y many years since for c onscienc eÕ sake, and has

since made i t the business o f his lif e to pr oclaim the g ospel

in i ts puri ty, and to use every available means for dir ecting

all to Christ.

When speaking o f Berea, Mr. Fee remarks: ÒThe land w as

poor , but the si tuation be autiful, wi th g ood w ater , and a
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favorable location, in some r espects. We could ha ve had

locations mor e fertile and mor e easy of access, but mor e

exposed to the sla ve-po wer. It w as five miles fr om a turnpik e

road, wi th qui te a popula tion ar ound i t f or a slave State.Ó

In one o f Mr . FeeÕs let ters he in tr oduces a subject which

we wish especiall y to bring bef ore our friends, f eeling almost

sure that man y of them will r espond to i ts impor tanc e:

ÒYou ask, he says, if ther e are not noble-he arted young

people in sla ve-holding families? Ther e is one whom I desir e

to c ommend to y our spe cial pr ayer and r egard, Elizabeth

Rawlings, da ughter o f John H. Rawlings, o f Madison c ounty,

Kentucky . He was once a slave-holder , but has t wic e been

a delegate to our F ree-soil N ational Con ventions, and is a

str ong friend o f fr eedom. H is daughter has had small

oppor tuni ties f or acquiring kno wledge, but w as in our

school at Ber ea, and making r apid pr ogress. Our school w as

not onl y Anti-sla very, but avowedly Anti-c aste. This made i t

the mor e odious. W hen Mr . Rogers and others w ere about

to be driv en away, she announc ed tha t she w ould c ontinue

the school on the same principles. Ac cording ly she went

into the school-r oom af ter a f ew days, wi th a li t tle band

of small scholars, and has perse vering ly kept i t up. This

noble and br ave-he arted young w oman is about t wenty-t wo

years of age; has a very vigorous mind; ac quir es knowledge

very rapidl y; is very modest; and is, I trust, a true belie ver

in Christ. I desir e to see her f it ted for the post o f te acher.

One yearÕs study would gr eatl y benef it her . She has not gone

beyond gr ammar and ari thme tic. I ha ve not me ans or w ould

at onc e give her those ad vantages she needs. I once had a

small patrimon y, but expended i t in fr eedomÕs cause, and

now liv e on the small salar y of a [Home] Missionar y. I have

a daughter o f f if teen, as far advanced as Miss Rawlings. I

want to tr ain and educate them both f or te aching, and had

thoug ht to e ducate the la t ter , and suggest to some one to

educate the other . I do not ur ge, but simpl y suggest. This
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mig ht be another c ord binding the t wo continen ts. Lewis

Tappan, of New York, would r eceive to tr ansmi t, and I w ould

repor t.Ó

Now if w e may lay before you, dear friends, our he artsÕ

inquir y, it is this: ÒCannot w e in Eng land, r aise £50 or £60

for one y earÕs schooling f or these t wo dear gir ls, Elizabeth

Rawlings and J.G. FeeÕs daughter?Ó It seems to us, tha t the

one deser ves it fr om her noble daring, the other as a li t tle

tri bute to her fa therÕs vir tues. How delig htful i t w ould be

if these t wo young pe ople could be come able te achers of

our o wn r earing, and in da ys to c ome, be look ed to as

main taining schools o f an elevated char acter upon their

nativ e soil! We have laid the c ase before a few kind friends,

and alr eady had the ple asure of forwarding £8 to Mr . FeeÕs

care, on behalf o f his valued young friend, Elizabe th

Rawlings.

CORNELIA WILLIAMS.ÑThe next person to be r eferr ed

to is Cornelia W illiams, a brig ht young nie ce of our friend,

Henr y H. Garne tÕs, whom man y of our friends kindl y assisted

to r edeem fr om Slavery, in Nor th Car olina, about thr ee years

since. We rejoice to say this de ar gir l is going on v ery

satisfac toril y. She has been dilig entl y pursuing her studies in

a school at N antuck et, and appe ars to be much este emed by

all who kno w her . She kindl y sends us a li t tle le t ter no w and

then, again r eturning her g lowing thanks to all who assiste d

in pr ocuring her fr eedom. Her mother , Dinah W illiams ( also

a slave a few years since, and redeemed in par t by the

surplus o f Ôthe Weims Ransom FundÕ), has married an

estimable Baptist minister wi thin the last y ear, and Cornelia

resides under their r oof.

FREDERICK DOUGLASS.ÑIt is kno wn tha t our much-

valued friend, F rederick Doug lass, left this c ountr y suddenl y

for Americ a last spring, chief ly on account o f the de cease of

a most belo ved li t tle g ir l. Till qui te r ecentl y he was intending

to r eturn to Eng land very soon, but this is f or the pr esent
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delayed, on account o f incr easing and pr essing engagements

in the Uni ted States. We take the li ber ty of quoting an

extr act fr om one o f his le t ters:

ÒROCHESTER, July 2d, 1860.

ÒYou hold up bef ore me the g lorious pr omises

containe d in the sacr ed Scriptur es. These are

needed by none mor e than b y those who ha ve

presumed to put themsel ves to the w ork of

accomplishing the aboli tion o f Slavery in this

countr y. There is scarcely one sing le in ter est, social,

mor al, relig ious, or ph ysical, which is not in some

way connected wi th this stupendous e vil. On the

side of the oppr essor ther e is power, now as in the

earlier da ys of the w or ld. I f ind much c omf or t in the

thoug ht tha t I am but a passeng er on boar d of this

ship o f lif e. I have not the manag ement commi t ted

to me. I am to obe y or ders, and le ave the r est to the

great Captain whose wisdom is able to dir ect. I have

only to g o on in H is fear and in H is spiri t, ut tering

wi th pen and tongue the whole truth against Sla very,

leaving to H im the honor and the g lor y of destr oying

this mig hty work of the de vil. I long f or the end o f

my peopleÕs bondage, and would g ive all I possess

to wi tness the gr eat jubile e; but God c an wait, and

surely I may. If He, whose pur e eyes cannot look

upon sin wi th allo wance, can permi t the da y of

fr eedom to be def err ed, I certainl y can work and

wait. The times ar e just no w a li t tle brig hter; but I

will w alk by fai th, not b y sight, f or all gr ounds o f

hope f ounde d on external appe arance, have thus far

signall y failed and br oken down under me. Tw enty

years ago, Slavery did r eally seemto be r apidl y

hastening to i ts fall, but ten y ears ago, the Fugitiv e

Slave Bill, and the ef for ts to enf orce it, chang ed the
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whole appe arance of the strugg le. Anti-sla very in an

aboli tion sense, has be en ever sinc e bat tling against

heavy odds, both in Chur ch and State. Nevertheless,

God r eigns, and w e need not despair , and I f or one

do not. I kno w, at any rate, no be t ter w ork for me

during the brief period I am to sta y on the e arth, than

is found in ple ading the c ause of the do wn-tr odden

and the dumb.

ÒSince I reached home I ha ve had the satisfac tion

of passing nearly a score on to Canada, onl y t wo

women among them all. The c onstan t me eting wi th

these whip-sc arr ed br others will not allo w me to

become forgetful o f the f our millions still in bonds. Ó

Our friends ma y, perhaps, remember tha t the c ost

of Frederick DouglassÕ paperis but f ive shillings per annum

(wi th the e xception o f a penn y per mon th at the door f or

postage.) It is a very in ter esting public ation, and ampl y

repays the trif ling outla y. F.D. would be g lad to incr ease the

number o f his Bri tish r eaders. He also continues gr atefull y

to r eceive any aid fr om this c ountr y for the assistanc e of

the fug itiv es who ar e so often taking r efuge under his r oof.

Another le t ter o f his r emarks, when speaking o f them: ÒThey

usually tarr y wi th us onl y during the nig ht, and ar e

forwarded to Canada b y the morning tr ain. We give them

supper , lodg ing, and br eakfast; pay their e xpenses, and give

them a half dollar o ver.Ó

FUGITIVE SLAVES.ÑWe next turn to the c ommunic ation

of another w arm friend to the fug itiv es in the State o f ÑÑ.

The follo wing is an e xtr act fr om a recent le t ter o f his:

ÒWe have had wi thin the last w eek just nine teen

Under ground passengers. Fif teen came last

Satur day, between the hours o f six in the morning

and eleven at nig ht. Thr ee only were females, wives

of men in the par ties, the r est were all able-bodie d
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young men. Tha t the y were all lik ely-looking i t

needed no southern e ye to de cide, and tha t their

hearts burne d wi thin them f or fr eedom w as

apparent in e very look o f their c ountenanc es. But i t

is onl y of one arriv al that m y time will allo w me to

speak on the pr esent oc casion.

This consiste d of t wo marrie d couples, and t wo

single young men. The y had been a week on the

way. To accomplish the desir ed object the y could

see no way so feasible as to cr oss the ÑÑ Ba y. By

inquir y the y gained instruc tions as to the dir ection

they should ste er to strik e for the lig hthouse on the

opposi te shor e. Consequentl y the y invested six

dollars in a li t tle boa t, and at onc e prepared

themsel ves for this most f earful ad ventur e. To the

water and their li t tle bar k the y stealthil y repair ed,

and off the y star ted. For some distanc e they rowed

not far fr om the shor e. Being in sig ht o f land, the y

were spied by the e ver-w atchful sla ve-holder or

some one not fa vorable to their esc ape. Hence a

small boat, containing f our whi te men, soon put out

after the fug itiv es. On overhauling them, stern

orders w ere given to surr ender . The boat the

runaways were in w as claimed, if not the par ty

themsel ves. With de termine d words the fug itiv es

declared tha t the boa t w as their o wn pr oper ty, and

that the y would not g ive it up; the y said the y would

die bef ore they would do so. A t this sign o f r esistance

one of the whi te men, wi th an oar , struck the he ad

of one o f the fug itiv es, which knock ed him do wn.

At the same momen t another whi te man seiz ed the

chain o f their boa t, and the strugg le became fearful

in the e xtr eme for a f ew momen ts. However, the

same spiri t tha t pr ompte d the ef for t to be fr ee,

moved one o f the her oic black bondmen to appl y
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the oar to the he ad of one o f their pursuers, which

str aightway laid him pr ostr ate. The whi tes, lik e old

Apoll yon in the Pilgrim Õs Progress, at this de cided

indic ation tha t their pr ecious liv es might not be

spared if the y did not a vail themsel ves of an

imme diate r etr eat, suddenl y par ted fr om their

antagonists. N ot being c onten ted, however, thus to

give up the strugg le, after g et ting some yar ds off,

they f ir ed a loaded gun in the midst o f the fug itiv es,

peppering t wo of them c onsider ably about the he ad

and face, and one about the arms. As the shot w as

light the y were not much damag ed, however, at any

rate not disc our aged. Not f orget ting which w ay to

steer acr oss the bay, in the dir ection o f the

lighthouse, the y rowed for tha t poin t wi th all

possible speed, but their bar k being lig ht, and the

wind and r ough water b y no me ans manageable, ere

they reached the desir ed shor e they were carrie d

a consider able distanc e off their c ourse, in the

imme diate vicini ty of a small island. Le aving their

boat the y went upon the island, the w omen sick,

and ther e reposed wi thout f ood, ut ter ly ignor ant o f

wher e they were for one whole da y and nig ht,

wi thout being able to c onjectur e when or wher e they

should f ind fr ee land f or which the y had so long and

ferventl y pr ayed. However, after thus r esting, f eeling

compelle d to star t on again, the y set o ff on f oot.

They had not w alked a mile er e, providen tiall y, they

fell in wi th an o yster man and a li t tle bo y waiting f or

the tide. W ith him the y ventur ed to c onverse, and

soon felt tha t he mig ht be truste d wi th, at le ast, a

hin t o f their c ondi tion. Ac cording ly the y made him

acquain ted in par t wi th their pi teous stor y, and he

agreed to bring them wi thin f if teen miles o f ÑÑ f or

twenty-f ive dollars, all the c apital the y had. Being
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as good as his w ord, he did not le ave them f if teen

miles o ff the ci ty, but br ought them dir ectl y to

it.Ó* * * * ÒHow happ y the y were at f inding

themsel ves in the hands o f friends, and surr ounde d

wi th f lat tering pr ospects of soon r eaching Canada

you may imagine, but I c ould not descri be.Ó1

Thanks to the bene volent boun ty of several kind donors, w e

had latel y the ple asure of sending a f ew pounds to the wri ter

of the f oregoing le t ter . We omi t his name and r esidence. He

belongs, lik e Douglass, to the pr oscri bed race. Who would

not help these g enerous-he arted men, who ar e devoting

their whole ener gies to the w ell-being o f the crushe d and

downtr odden? We are the mor e encour aged to send out

this li t tle sheet, made up o f thanks and r equisi tions, be cause

occasional inquiries ar e reaching us o f ÒWhat can we do for

the slave? We are hearing but li t tle about him, and do not

know ho w to w ork on his behalf. Ó Allow us to say to one

and all, who ma y be thus cir cumstanc ed, tha t w e do not

look f or gr eat things, but tha t if the y can levy a shilling a

year fr om all who f eel for the in jured bondman, these li t tle

sums would soon moun t up and pr ove of inc alculable ser vice

to those who ar e strugg ling f or fr eedom. As to the spe cial

1.In those da ys the wri ter in g iving inf orma tion en joined

the utmost se cresy, considering tha t the c ause might be

sadly damaged simpl y by being inad verten tl y exposed

even by friends, thousands o f miles away. The Pro-

slavery-mob spiri t at tha t time w as also very rampant in

Philadelphia and other nor thern ci ties, thr eatening

aboli tionists and all c oncerned in the w ork of aiding the

slave.
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destin y of these shillings or half -cr owns, let the subscri bers

choose for themsel ves, and their kind aid will be sur e to

be trul y welcome to the par ty receiving i t. We do not ask

for such c ontri butions to be f orwarded thr ough Newcastle

unless this be a ma t ter o f convenienc e to those c oncerned. If

ther e be other modes o f sending to the Uni ted States wi thin

the r each of the friends, who r eceive this paper , let them

by all means be used. We are always happy to r eceive aid

for the fug itiv es or for any other An ti-sla very cause, and

consider i t no tr ouble at all to send i t on, but do not wish

to be monopolizing. As far as K entucky is c oncerned, tha t

State being distan t, and mob-la w r ampant ther e, we shall

continue gr atefull y to r eceive assistance on i ts behalf, and to

avail oursel ves of the ac custome d mode o f r eaching i t, this

having been pr oved to be both saf e and easy.

FREE LABOR PRODUCE.ÑAnd lastl y, as to the long-priz ed

principle, to our minds the v ery alphabet o f Anti-Sla very

action, the impor tanc e of encour aging the gr owth and

consumption o f Free produce rather than tha t r aised by

the sw eat and blood o f the bondman. Our c onvictions o f

the rig hteousness of this c ourse ar e as strong as they ever

were; but per haps we hoped too much, r elied too f ondl y

on the c onscien tiousness o f the B ri tish An ti-Sla very public,

in supposing tha t a suf f icien t number o f individuals c ould

be found pr epared to mak e a slight sacrif ice for humani tyÕs

sake, and to k eep the oppr essed continuall y in mind b y a

li t tle un tiring pains-taking. W e hardly supposed tha t the

most str enuous ef for ts in this dir ection w ould be enoug h

to af fect the B ri tish mar ket; but w e did belie ve, and believe

still, tha t not onl y is ther e a consistenc y in a pr eference

for fr ee produce, but tha t this pr eference is encour aging

to the fr ee labor er, and tha t humanl y speaking nothing is

mor e calculated to ner ve his hand and he art f or vig orous

effor t. The principle o f abstinenc e fr om slave produce may

be smiled at, but w e are qui te sur e it is an honest one, and, as
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a good old pr overb obser ves, ÒIt tak es a great man y bushels

full o f earth to bur y a truth. Ó

But while this self -den ying pr otest has be en going on in

a few limi ted cir cles, how gr eat is the ad vance that fr ee

labor has been making wi thin the last t wo years! Who is

to say whe ther some o f those quie t testimonies ma y not

have contri bute d to er ect tha t mig hty machiner y tha t is no w

adding to i ts whe els and springs fr om day to da y, and which

bids fair a t no distan t period to superse de slave labor and i ts

long tr ain of sorr ow and oppr ession?

Earnest le ctur es have just been deliv ered in N ewcastle by

our c olor ed friend, Dr . M.R. Delany, latel y engaged in a tour

of obser vation in W est Afric a, where he longs to establish a

nourishing c olon y of his pe ople, whose e xpr ess object shall

be to put do wn the abominable Sla ve-tr ade and to cultiv ate

fr ee cot ton and other tr opic al pr oduce. We wish this br ave

man every encour agement in his noble en terprise. H e has

secur ed the c onf idenc e of ÒThe Afric an Aid Society,Ó in

London, one o f whose e arliest me asures has been to assist

him wi th funds. The pr esent Secretar y of the socie ty is

Frederick W . Fitzgerald, 7 Adam Str eet, Str and, London.

And who ne ed speak of the Zambesi and Dr . Livingston, or

of Centr al or Eastern Afric a; of India, or Austr alia, or o f the

prolif ic West India I slands?

As we prepare this li t tle sheet, a kind le t ter has c ome

in fr om Stephen Bourne, f or man y years a stipendiar y

magistr ate in Jamaica, and now the ar dent pr omoter o f a

cot ton-gr owing c ompany of tha t island. H e says to us, when

wri ting fr om London, on the 19th inst., Ò Our scheme

embr aces more than me ets the e ye, and to illustr ate this,

I send a map (wi th pr ospectus) of the pr oposed estate, by

which y ou will se e that w e reckon on obtaining c ot ton b y

fr ee labor and b y mechanic al agency fr om Jamaica, at a pric e

so far belo w tha t at which i t can be pr oduced by slave labor ,

that if w e succeed, we shall put an end to the whole system,
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as no one will be able to af ford to c arr y i t on in c ompeti tion

wi th fr ee labor .Ó* * * ÒJamaica is much ne arer and easier

of access for fug itiv es from Cuba and Por to Rico, than

Canada is to Georgia, Vir ginia, or Louisiana. I f, ther efore,

we can offer them an asy lum and pr ofitable emplo yment

on the esta te, we shall open up a ne w Under ground Rail

Road, or r ather enable the sla ves to escape fr om Cuba by

get ting in to a boat, and in one nig ht f inding their w ay to

fr eedom.Ó* * * ÒTher e is no doubt the y could do this a t

much less risk than sla ves now incur , in or der to obtain

liber ty in Americ a.Ó

The pr oposed estate in Jamaica consists o f about one

thousand acr es, and the shar es in this c ompany are £10 each,

£1 only to be c alled up imme diatel y, the r est by instalmen ts.

The liabili ty is limi ted. Full inf orma tion ma y be obtaine d by

addressing Stephen Bourne, Esq., 55 Charing Cr oss, London,

or the Se cretar y of the ÒJamaica Cotton-gr owing Compan y,Ó

C. W. Str eatf ield, Esq. We rejoice to see that this ne w

company is being suppor ted not onl y by benevolent

philan thr opists and c apitalists in London, but b y

experienc ed Manchester manufac tur ers; among the r est by

the excellent Thomas Clegg, so w ell kno wn f or his

persevering ef for ts in W est Afric a, and by Thomas Bazley,

M.P. for Manchester , and a most extensiv e cot ton spinner .

Their mills w ould alone, c onsume the c ot ton gr own on thr ee

such estates as that which i t is pr oposed to cultiv ate. Ther e

is abundan t r oom, ther efore, for cultiv ation o f cot ton b y the

emancipa ted fr eeholders.

Communic ations ha ve also reached us fr om Demer ara.

Charles Rat tr ay, a valuable Scotch missionar y in tha t colon y,

was in England last spring, and w ent back to his adopte d

countr y wi th his mind full fr aught wi th the impor tanc e of

cot ton gr owing wi thin i ts bor ders. He happened to ha ve

small samples o f Demer ara cot ton wi th him. These w ere

shown to c ot ton-br okers and manufac tur ers in Liv erpool

Pamphle t and Le t ters | 997



and Manchester , and were pronounc ed to be most

excellentÑso much so, tha t specimen g ins and a suppl y of

cot ton-se ed were kindl y pr esented to him a t the la t ter

place, before he lef t Eng land. Mr . Rat tr ay is now bring ing the

subject bef ore his people, and is also in tending to plan t wi th

cot ton some gr ound belong ing to the Mission sta tion.

But w e will not fur ther enlar ge. Commending our c ause

to H im, who has pr omised never to f orget the poor and

needy, and tha t in H is own good time H e will arise f or their

deliverance and Òbreak every yoke.Ó

I remain, sinc erely and r espectfull y, your friend,

Anna H. Richardson.

54 Westmoreland Terr ace,

Newcastle-on-Tyne, 9 mo ., 22, 1860.

P.S. Since wri ting the abo ve, we have seen i t sta ted in

the Principia, a New York paper , that W illiam S. Bailey has

been arr ested on a char ge of publishing an inc endiar y paper ,

and held to bail in the sum o f $1,000 , to appe ar before the

Circui t Cour t, in N ovember ne xt. I t is fur ther sta ted tha t one

of the t wo magistr ates by whom W .S. Bailey was examine d,

and held to bail on this char ge, was the chosen le ader of the

mob tha t destr oyed his t ype and prin ting pr ess.

We have yet to se e what will be the end o f this cruel

conf lic t. Let us not deser t our suf fering friend and his noble-

hearted famil y.
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Letters to the Writer

WESTMORELAND TERRACE, December 28, 1860.

MY ESTEEMED FRIEND:ÑI r eceived th y touching le t ter o f the

10th inst. a f ew days since, and hasten to assur e thee of our he art-

felt sympa th y, and most liv ely in ter est in the pr esent tr emendous

state o f things ar ound y ou. At the same time, I c annot tell the e how

glad and thankful w e feel, tha t wi th GodÕs help thou ar t de termine d

to perse vere and not in an y way f linch in this da y of sor e trial. ÒBe

thou fai thful un to de ath, and I will g ive thee a crown o f lif e.Ó ÒBe

str ong, fear not.Ó ÒIn the f ear of the Lor d is str ong conf idenc e; and

his childr en shall have a place of r efuge.Ó One thing, too, is sure,

Òthat all things will w ork tog ether f or the g oodÓ of those who lo ve

their Lor d, tha t H e will ne ver, never f orsake them wha tever their

out ward trials ma y be.

I think, de ar friend, thou shouldst be c areful not to be about alone,

par ticular ly in the e vening. We heard fr om W.S. Bailey the other

day, and he spoke of the ad vantage of several kind friends sticking

close to him under r ecent cir cumstanc es at Alexandria, when he

was exposed to the spi te and r age of slave-holding bullies. W ould

it not be w ell to mak e a habit, in the e vening in par ticular , of you,

who ar e marked men, going about in li t tle c ompanies? Wicked men

are generally cowards; and I think w ould hesi tate mor e to do a bad

act in the pr esence of obser vers. I think thou w ouldst r eceive a lit tle

let ter fr om me a day or t wo after thine w as wri t ten, thr ough our

friend Saml. Rhoads, enclosing £7 f or the fug itiv es, £5 for th y own

use, and £2 for the V igilanc e Commi t tee. This let ter o f mine w as

sent o ff about the 2 4th ult., but I c onclude w as not deliv ered till

just af ter thine w as wri t ten. I t is w ell to k eep us full y inf orme d of

your cir cumstanc es, whether fa vorable or mor e appalling. I do not

intend to put an ything o f a priv ate char acter in to prin t; but priv ate

conf idenc e is the cr eed in Eng land, and thou ne edst not f ear my

abusing i t. I enclose the onl y paper tha t w e have prin ted tha t thou
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mayest see ther e was nothing to f ear. Thou wilt obser ve ther e is

no r eference either to th y own name or to P hiladelphia, and pe ople

here are not v ery familiar wi th Americ an topogr aphy. I am sending

W.S. Bailey one of the same papers b y to-da yÕs mail. We have merely

a limi ted number o f them prin ted. I cannot v ery well obtain mone y

fr om m y friends, ( wi th numer ous home claims c onstan tl y pr essing

on them ), wi thout ha ving some thing to sho w. Some fugitiv es are

now beginning to r each England. A gentleman in London wr ote to

me, a day or t wo ago, to kno w if w e could f ind a ber th f or a f ine

fellow, who had just applie d to him. H e had arriv ed by steamer fr om

New York, after r esiding ther e for thr ee years. A polic eman, in the

str eet, good-na tur edly whisper ed to him his o wn name, and then

that o f his masters. H e was sure that peril w as at hand, and tha t,

having been br anded for escaping bef ore, he should be whippe d

to de ath if tak en again, so he packed up his li t tle w ardrobe and

embarked for Eng land imme diatel y.

Another poor f ellow is in this to wn, r ecentl y fr om Char leston,

whenc e he escaped, among some c ot ton bales to Gr eenock. He is

get ting fair w ages in a saw-yar d, and lik es England very well, if

it w ere not f or the thoug ht o f his poor wif e and childr en still in

Slavery. We invited him, the other da y to a w orking-men Õs tea party,

wher e I had been asked to mak e tea for them; and he ga ve us qui te

an able account o f his tr avels. The men kindl y invited him to join

their ÒBenefit Club,Ó and told him the y would lik e to have Òa color ed

brotherÓ amongst them.

Art thou not thinking, de ar friend, o f asking y our pe ople to

emigr ate to the Afric an Coast, or the W est India I slands? Two

gentlemen in London ar e wri ting most w arml y about this. I wr ote

Mr . FitzgeraldÕs address on the enclose d paper . Instead of being

coloniza tionists, in the obje ctionable sense, he and Mrs. Bo wen are

burning wi th lo ve to y our pe ople, and ar e ferventl y desir ous of doing

them all the g ood the y can. I cannot se e why li t tle uni ted par ties

should not pr omptl y emigr ate under the wing o f these gentlemen.

Assure those who think and f eel wi th the e, dear friend, and ar e

nobl y determine d to suf fer r ather than to sin, tha t according to our
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very small abili ty we will not deser t them in their hour o f trial and

danger. We commend them to H im who c an do for them a thousand

times mor e, and bet ter than w e can either ask or think. W ith our

uni ted kindest r emembr ance,

sincerely,

Anna H. Richardson.

Westmor eland Terr ace, Newcastle-On-Tyne, Mar ch 16,1860.

We have latel y read the lif e of th y br other and sister (P eter and

Vina Still), de ar friend, wi th the de epest in ter est. It is a most

touching and be autiful book, and w e think should be ei ther

reprin ted in Eng land or sen t over her e very largely. My husband

and I ar e hardly acquain ted wi th a volume mor e calculated to stir

up the B ri tish mind on the subje ct o f Slavery. Great Bri tain is just

now get ting r eally warm on the An ti-sla very subject, and is long ing

to shake herself fr om being so dependen t as hi ther to, on sla ve

produc e. Why, Oh! why should not the e xpatria ted blacks go to fr ee

countries and gr ow pr oduce for themsel ves and for everybody who

requir es it? Why not, in time, be come Òmer chants and princ es,Ó in

those c ountries? I am told ( as a secret) that this subje ct is lik ely,

ere long, to be tak en up in hig h quar ters in Eng land. We are feeling

hopeful, de ar friends, about th y crushe d and perse cute d people, f or

surely God is w orking f or them b y ways and means that w e know

not. I ha ve been careful to k eep i t to priv ate cir cles, but th y valuable

let ter o f last July, has been read by many wi th the de epest in ter est.

A dear young lad y fr om Dublin is b y my side, and has but this minute

returne d i t to me. I t is but a li t tle, but I ha ve gather ed £4 by i ts

perusal her e and ther e. I am not able to f orward so small a sum in

this le t ter , but some w ay wish to send £2 o f this amoun t f or th y own

use, and the other £2 to y our V igilanc e Commi t tee. It so happens

that w e have not an ything f or the be t ter fr om our o wn An ti-sla very

Association this y ear. Very sincerely th y friend, m y dear husband

uni ting in kind r egards,

Anna H. Richardson.

WOOD HOUSE, near NEWCASTLE, May 3, 1860. [An occasional

rur al residence of ours, f ive miles fr om home.]
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To William Still:Ñ I have again to thank the e, dear friend, f or a

kind le t ter and f or the perusal o f thr ee let ters fr om th y fug itiv e

friends. I t must be trul y cheering to r eceive such, and their w arm

and affectiona te gr ati tude must be as rich r eward for man y

anxieties. I c onclude tha t i t is not ne cessary for those le t ters to

be returne d, but should i t be so, le t me kno w, and I will be on

the look out f or some priv ate oppor tuni ty of r eturning them to

Philadelphia. S uch oc cur no w and then. W e like to see such let ters.

They assist us to r ealize the c ondi tion o f these poor w anderers.

I am sorr y for not ha ving explaine d myself distinc tl y in m y last.

The pr omised £4 were for the fugitives , being gather ed fr om various

Christian friends, who ga ve it me f or their par ticular use. B ut w e

wished half o f tha t sum to be laid out ( as on a previous oc casion),

at th y own discr etion, irr espectiv e of the V igilanc e Commi t tee. I

have now another £1 to add to the la t ter half, and w ould g ladly

have enclosed a £5 note in this en velope, but w e are rather afr aid

of sending the ac tual mone y in le t ters, and our London bank ers do

not lik e to r emi t small sums. I shall c ontinue to w atch f or the f irst

oppor tuni ty of forwarding the abo ve.

Our v alued friend, Samuel Rhoads, has be en latel y in he avy

sorr ow. I send this thr ough his me dium, but f ear to add mor e lest I

should mak e his let ter too he avy. With our uni ted kind r egards, very

trul y, thy friend,

Anna H. Richardson.

54, Westmor eland Terr ace, June 8, 1860.

Dear Friend:Ñ William Still:Ñ It is a good plan to send me these

inter esting c ommunic ations. The le t ter to y our c oadjutor a t Elmir a,

reached us a few days since. That depot must not be allo wed to g o

down if i t be possi ble for this to be pr evented. Perhaps J.W. Jones

mig ht be encour aged by a gif t fr om England, tha t is, by a li t tle aid

fr om this c ountr y, expr essly for the fug itiv es, being put in to his

hands. If you think so, I am sur e my friends w ould appr ove of this,

and you can use your o wn discr etion in g iving him our g if ts in one

sum or b y detached remi t tanc es. The greatest par t o f the mone y on

hand, has come in fr om the priv ate perusal o f th y in ter esting le t ters,

1002 | The Under ground Railr oad



and my friends simpl y gave my husband and me their mone y for the

fug itiv es, leaving the e xact disposal o f i t to our o wn discr etion. I t

has struck me o f late, tha t if I ma y be allowed to prin t oc casional

extr acts fr om th y let ters (wi th other An ti-sla very inf orma tion ), it

would gr eatl y facili tate the obtaining o f pecuniar y aid. As it is, I c an

lend a priv ate le t ter to a trust wor th y friend, but if b y any chanc e,

this le t ter g ot lost, i t w ould be awkw ard, and i t is also impossi ble, of

course, to lend the orig inal in t wo quar ters at onc e. Then, again, the

mechanic al tr ouble o f making c opies of let ters, is not c onvenien t;

much sedentar y emplo yment does not sui t m y health, and I c annot

manage it. I have been thinking o f late, tha t if m y friends in v arious

par ts of the c ountr y, could be supplie d wi th a small quar to, an

occasional prin ted paper , for priv ate cir culation, i t w ould save a

great deal of tr ouble, and pr obably bring in c onsider able aid. My

husband and I ha ve long been accustome d to pr eparing tr acts and

small periodic als for the pr ess, so that I think w e know exactl y what

ought to be made public and wha t not. I f thou lik est to g ive me this

discr etionar y power, do so, and I will ende avor to e xercise i t wisel y,

and in a w ay tha t I f eel almost c ertain w ould be in ac cordance wi th

th y wishes.

The sum no w r emi t ted thr ough our friend, Samuel Rhoads, is £8

(eight pounds ). Of this, w e should lik e £3 to be plac ed at th y own

discr etion, f or the benef it o f the fug itiv es, £3 (if you appr ove it)

in a similar w ay, to be hande d to J.W. Jones, and £2 as former ly,

to be hande d to the P hiladelphia V igilanc e Commi t tee. The lat ter

is not, ho wever, as in past times, fr om the N ewcastle Anti-sla very

Society, for, I am sorr y to say, it is not a suf f icien tl y pains-taking

and executiv e li t tle bod y, but mor e apt to w ork by f its and star ts,

but fr om our priv ate friends, who kindl y place their mone y in our

hands as their An ti-sla very stewards. My friend S.R. will ther efore

kindl y hand f or us: £3 f or W illiam Still, f or fug itiv es; £3 for J.W. Jones,

for fug itiv es; £2 for Philadelphia V igilanc e Commi t tee, for fug itiv es.

Total £8.

We are very sorr y for the e to have to incur so much perse cution.

Be of good che er, the rig ht will e ventuall y triumph, if not in this
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wor ld, in tha t day, when all shall be e ventuall y rig hted on our Lor dÕs

rig ht hand. Oh, f or abili ty in the me antime, to lo ve Him, trust H im,

conf ide in H im implici tl y!

Many thanks f or the ÒAnti-sla very Standar ds.Ó No one in this to wn,

takes them in, c onsequentl y we only see them oc casionally. Do any

tidings r each you of our friend, F rederick Doug lass? We heard fr om

him fr om Por tland, but ar e anxiousl y looking f or another le t ter . He

always spoke of the e, my friend, v ery kindl y, and one day, when

some mone y had been given to him f or fug itiv es, said: ÒYou shall

have part o f this if y ou lik e, for W illiam Still,Ó but I said, ÒNo, I

will tr y and get some elsewher e for him.Ó Douglass left us in April,

after losing his li t tle Annie, but wishe d his visi t to be k ept priv ate,

and hope d to be able to r eturn to Eng land in August. M y husband

and I agr ee wi th F.D. in poli tic al mat ters. We are not disunionists,

but w ant to mend y our c orrupte d governmen t. With kind r egards,

sincerely th y friend, A.H.R.

We are well acquain ted wi th W illiam and Ellen Cr aft. They have

just sent us their li t tle book.

NEWCASTLE, 5th mo., 2,1861.

W. STILL:ÑDEAR FRIEND:ÑThat poor f ellow, who w as so long

secreted, had been often in m y thoug hts, when la ying this c ase

of the fug itiv es before our friends. I should lik e thee to f eel at

li ber ty to r eplace the r emainder o f the t wenty-f ive dollars fr om

the accompanying ten pounds, which I ha ve much ple asure in

forwarding, but think i t bet ter to men tion, tha t i t may per haps be

the last r emi t tanc e for some li t tle time fr om this quar ter , as I do not

at pr esent see any imme diate opening f or get ting mor e. Our w or th y

friend, W .S. Bailey, has latel y been her e, and Dr. Cheever and W.H.

Day, are expected in a w eek or t wo. From London too, ther e are very

earnest appe als to assist the ÒAfric an Anti-sla very Society.Ó Thank

thee for the ne wspapers and th y last kind note. I think thou r ather

overr ates my li t tle ser vices. What a crisis is c oming! O , what will the

end be? With our uni ted best wishes, th y sincere friend,

ANNA H. RICHARDSON.
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£7 of this mone y is fr om some personall y unkno wn friend a t

Lancaster; £5 fr om t wo nic e li t tle childr en of my acquain tanc e.

54 WESTMORELAND TERRACE,

NEWCASTLE-O N-T YNE, Oct. 10, 1862.

I have pleasure, dear friend, in sending y ou £5 for y our

Òcontr abands,Ó in response to y our last le t ter o f the 17th ult. I t is not

much, but ma y be a li t tle help. I t will be f orwarded by our v alued and

mutual friend, H.H. Garne t, to whom I am sending a r emi t tanc e for

his Òcontr abands,Ó by the same mail.

We shall be in ter ested in an y par ticulars y ou may lik e to send

us, of these poor cr eatur es, but at the same time, I dar e not hold

out an y hopes of consider able assistance fr om England, for our o wn

manufac turing distric ts are in a star ving sta te, fr om the absenc e

of the ac custome d suppl y of cot ton, and till this has be en grown

in other quar ters, the y will c ontinue to ha ve a strong claim on

every thoug htful mind. Some o f us would r ather w ork wi th y our

color ed people in your own cause , than wi th an y one else, for w edo

not lik e the war , and do not a t all appr ove of Òthe American

chur chesÓcommi t ting themsel ves to i t so f earfull y. If your Pr esident

had but tak en the step a t f irst, he is taking no w, what riv ers of blood

mig ht have been stayed! It is r emarkable, how you, as a people,

have been pr eserved to e ach other , wi thout ha ving your o wn hands

stained wi th blood. B ut as to e xpatria tion, the v ery thoug ht o f i t is

foolish. You have been br ought to Americ a, not emigr ated to i t, and

who on e arth has any possible rig ht to send y ou away? Some of us

are almost as much disple ased wi th the N or th, f or talking o f this, as

wi th the South f or holding y ou in Slavery. What can we say to y ou,

but Òwatch and pr ay,Ó Òhope and wait,Ó and surely, in H is own good

time, the M ost H igh will mak e you a path way out o f tr ouble. We are

delig hted to he ar of the g ood behaviour o f your pe ople, wher ever

they have a fair chanc e of acting (on the bor ders), as upright men

and Christians.

Very sincerely, your friend,

To WILLIAM STILL. ANNA H. RI CHARDSON.
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Woman Escaping in a Box,
1857

SHE WAS SPEECHLESS.

In the win ter o f 1857 a young w oman, who had just turne d her

majori ty, was boxed up in Baltimor e by one who stood to her in the

relation o f a companion, a y oung man, who had the bo x conveyed as

fr eight to the depot in Baltimor e, consigned to Philadelphia. N early

all one nig ht i t r emained at the depot wi th the living ag ony in i t,

and after being turne d upside do wn mor e than onc e, the next day

about ten o Õclock i t r eached Philadelphia. H er companion c oming on

in advance of the bo x, arr anged wi th a hackman, Ge orge Custus, to

at tend to ha ving i t br ought fr om the depot to a designa ted house,

Mrs. M yersÕ, 412 S. 7th street, wher e the r esurr ection w as to tak e

place.

Custus, wi thout kno wing e xactl y what the bo x containe d, but

suspecting fr om the appar ent anxie ty and instruc tions o f the y oung

man who engag ed him to g o after i t, tha t i t w as of gr eat impor tanc e,

while the fr eight c ar still r emained on the str eet, demande d i t o f

the fr eight agent, not willing to w ait the usual time f or the deliv ery

of fr eight. At f irst the fr eight agent decline d deliv ering under such

cir cumstanc es. The hackman insiste d by saying tha t he wishe d to

despatch i t in gr eat haste, said i t is all rig ht, you kno w me, I ha ve

been coming her e for man y years every day, and will be r esponsible

for i t. The fr eight-master told him to Òtak e it and g o ahead wi th i t.Ó

No sooner said than done. I t w as placed in a one horse w agon at the

instanc e of Custus, and driv en to Seventh and Minster str eets.

The secret had be en in truste d to Mrs. M. b y the y oung c ompanion

of the w oman. A feeling o f horr or c ame over the ag ed woman, who

had been thus suddenl y entruste d wi th such r esponsibili ty. A few

doors fr om her liv ed an old friend o f the same r elig ious fai th wi th

herself, w ell kno wn as a brave woman, and a friend o f the sla ve, Mrs.
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Ash, the under taker or shr ouder , whom e very body knew among

the c olor ed people. Mrs. M yers felt tha t i t w ould not be wise to

move in the ma t ter o f this r esurr ection wi thout the pr esence of the

under taker. According ly, she called Mrs. Ash in. E ven her o wn famil y

was exclude d fr om wi tnessing the sc ene. The t wo aged women

chose to be alone in tha t f earful momen t, shuddering a t the thoug ht

that a corpse mig ht me et their gaz e inste ad of a living cr eatur e.

However, they muster ed cour age and prie d off the lid. A w oman w as

discovered in the str aw but no sign o f lif e was percepti ble. Their

fears seemed fulf ille d. ÒSurely she is dead,Ó thought the wi tnesses.

ÒGet up, m y child,Ó spake one of the w omen. With sc arcely lif e

enough to mo ve the str aw covering, she, ne vertheless, did no w

show signs o f lif e, but to a v ery fain t degr ee. She could not spe ak,

but being assiste d arose. She was straightway aided up stairs, not

yet ut tering a w ord. After a shor t while she said, ÒI feel so deadly

weak.Ó She was then asked if she w ould not ha ve some water or

nourishmen t, which she de cline d. Before a great while, ho wever,

she was prevailed upon to tak e a cup of te a. She then went to be d,

and ther e remained all day, speaking but a v ery li t tle during tha t

time. The se cond day she gained str ength and w as able to talk much

bet ter , but not wi th ease. The thir d day she began to c ome to herself

and talk qui te fr eely. She trie d to descri be her suf ferings and f ears

while in the bo x, but in v ain. In the midst o f her severest agonies

her chief f ear was, that she w ould be disc overed and carrie d back to

Slavery. She had a pair of scissors wi th her , and in or der to pr ocur e

fr esh air she had made a hole in the bo x, but i t w as very slight. How

she ever managed to br eathe and main tain her e xistenc e, being in

the c ondi tion o f becoming a mother , it w as hard to c ompr ehend.

In this instanc e the utmost endur ance was put to the test. She

was obviousl y nearer death than H enr y Box Brown, or an y of the

other bo x or chest c ases that ever came under the notic e of the

Commi t tee.

In Baltimor e she belonged to a w ealth y and fashionable famil y,

and had been a seamstr ess and ladiesÕ servant generally. On one

occasion when sen t o f an err and for c ertain ar ticles in or der to
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comple te arr angements for the Gr and Opening Ball a t the Ac ademy

of Music, she took oc casion not to r eturn, but w as among the

missing. Gr eat search w as made, and a large reward offered, but all

to no purpose. A fr ee color ed woman, who w ashed for the famil y,

was suspected of kno wing some thing o f her g oing, but the y failing

to get aught out o f her , she was discharged.

Soon after the arriv al of this tr aveler at Mrs. M yersÕ the

Commi t tee was sent f or and le arned the fac ts as above stated. After

spending some thr ee or f our da ys in Mrs. M yersÕ family she

remained in the wri terÕs famil y about the same length o f time, and

was then f orwarded to Canada.

Mrs. M yers was orig inall y fr om Baltimor e, and had fr equentl y

been in the habi t o f r eceiving Under ground Rail Road passengers;

she had always found Thomas Shiple y, the fai thful philan thr opist, a

present help in time o f need. The young man w ell kne w Mrs. M yers

would ac t wi th prudenc e in taking his c ompanion to her house.

George Custus, the hackman, a c olor ed man, w as cool, sensible,

and r eliable in the dischar ge of his dut y, as were the other par ties,

ther efore every thing w as well managed.

With this in ter esting c ase our narr ativ es end, except such fac ts

of a lik e kind as may be connected wi th some o f the sk etches o f

stockholders. A lar ge number on the r ecord book must be omi t ted.

This is par tl y owing to the fac t tha t during the f irst f ew years of our

connection wi th the Under ground Rail Road, so li t tle w as wri t ten

out in the w ay of narr ativ es, that w ould har dly be of suf f icien t

inter est to publish; and par tl y fr om the fac t tha t, althoug h ther e

are exceptional c ases even among those so omi t ted, tha t w ould be

equally as inter esting as man y which ha ve been inser ted, time and

space will not admi t o f fur ther encr oachmen t. I f in an y way we

have err ed in the task o f furnishing fac ts and impor tant inf orma tion

touching the Under ground Rail Road, it has not be en in o verstating

the suf ferings, trials, perils, and mar vellous escapes of those

descri bed, but on the c ontr ary. In many instanc es after he aring the

most painful narr ativ es we had nei ther time nor inclina tion to wri te

them out, e xcept in the brief est manner , simpl y suf f icien t to iden tif y
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parties, which w e did, not dr eaming tha t the dar k cloud o f Slavery

was so soon to give way to the brig ht sunlig ht o f Freedom.
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Organization of the Vigilance
Committee

MEETING TO FORM A VIGILANCE
COMMITTEE.

As has already been in tima ted, others besides the Commi t tee were

deeply in ter ested in The Road; inde ed, the li t tle aid ac tuall y

render ed by the Commi t tee, was compar ativ ely insignif icant,

compar ed wi th the aid r ender ed by some who w ere not nominall y

members. To this la t ter class o f friends, i t seems meet tha t w e

should par ticular ly allude. Before doing so, ho wever, simple justic e

to all c oncerned, dic tates tha t w e should her e copy the o ff icial

proceedings o f the f irst me eting and or ganization o f the

Philadelphia V igilanc e Commi t tee as it existe d un til the v ery day

that the e ver to be r emember ed Emancipa tion Pr oclamation o f

Abraham Linc oln, r ender ed the ser vices of the or ganization and

road no long er necessary. It r eads as follo ws:

ÒPENNSYLVANIA FREEMAN,Ó December 9 , 1852.

Pursuant to the motion publishe d in last w eekÕs ÒFreeman,Ó

a meeting w as held in the An ti-sla very rooms, on the e vening

of the 2d inst., f or the purpose o f or ganizing a Vigilanc e

Commi t tee.

On motion Samuel Nickless w as appointed chairman, and

William Still se cretar y. J.M. McKim then sta ted at some

length, the obje ct o f the me eting. H e said, that the friends

of the fug itiv e slave had been for some y ears past,

embarr assed, for the w ant o f a pr oper ly construc ted activ e,

Vigilanc e Commi t tee; that the old Commi t tee, which use d

to r ender ef fectiv e service in this f ield o f Anti-sla very labor ,
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had become disor ganized and scat ter ed, and tha t f or the last

two or thr ee years, the duties o f this depar tmen t had be en

perf orme d by individuals on their o wn r esponsibili ty, and

sometimes in a v ery irr egular manner; tha t this had be en the

cause of much dissa tisfac tion and c omplain t, and tha t the

necessity for a r emedy of this sta te o f things w as generally

felt. H ence, the call for this me eting. I t w as intende d now

to or ganize a commi t tee, which should be c omposed of

persons o f kno wn r esponsibili ty, and who c ould be r elied

upon to ac t systema tic ally and pr omptl y, and wi th the le ast

possible expendi tur e of mone y in all c ases that mig ht

requir e their a t ten tion.

James Mot t and Samuel Nickless, e xpr essed their he arty

concurr ence in wha t had be en said, as did also B.N. Goines

and N.W. Depee. The opinion w as also expr essed by one

or mor e of these gentlemen, tha t the or ganization to be

forme d should be o f the simplest possi ble char acter; wi th

no mor e machiner y or o ff icers than mig ht be ne cessary

to hold i t tog ether and k eep i t in pr oper w orking or der.

After some discussion, i t w as agreed f irst to f orm a g eneral

commi t tee, wi th a chairman, whose business i t should be to

call meetings when ne cessity should se em to r equir e it, and

to pr eside at the same; and a tr easurer to tak e charge of the

funds; and second, to appoin t out o f this g eneral commi t tee,

an acting c ommi t tee of four persons, who should ha ve the

responsibili ty of at tending to e very case that mig ht r equir e

their aid, as w ell as the exclusiv e authori ty to r aise the funds

necessary for their purpose. I t w as fur ther agr eed tha t i t

should be the dut y of the chairman o f the Ac ting Commi t tee

to k eep a record of all their doings, and espe ciall y of the

money received and expended on behalf o f every case

claiming their in terposi tion.

The follo wing persons w ere appoin ted on the Gener al

Vigilanc e Commi t tee:
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GENERAL VIGILANCE COMMITTEE.

Rober t Pur vis,

Charles H. Bustill,

Samuel Nickless,

Morris H all,

Nathaniel Depe e,

Charles Wise,

Jacob C. Whi te,

Cyrus W hi tson,

J. Asher,

J.P. Burr ,

William Still,

P. Williamson,

B.N. Goines,

J.M. MÕKim,

Isaiah O. Wears,

John D. Oliver,

Prof. C.L. Reason,

Henr y Gordon,

W.H. Riley,

Rober t Pur vis was understood to be Chairman o f the

General Commi t tee, having been nomina ted at the he ad of

the list, and Char les Wise was appointed tr easurer. The

Acting Commi t tee was thus consti tute d:

William Still, chairman, N .W. Depee, Passmore Williamson,

J.C. Whi te. This Commi t tee was appointed for the term o f

one year.

On motion, the pr oceedings o f this me eting w ere ordered

to be publishe d in the ÒPennsylvania Freeman.Ó

(Adjourne d.)

William Still, Secretar y. Samuel Nickless, Chairman.

The Commi t tee having been thus or ganized, J.M. McKim,

corr esponding se cretar y and general agent o f the Pennsylvania
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Anti-sla very Society, issued the subjoine d notic e, which w as

publishe d shor tl y after wards in the ÒPennsylvania Freeman,Ó and the

color ed chur ches thr oughout the ci ty:

ÒWe are pleased to see that w e have at last, wha t has for

some time be en felt to be a desider atum in P hiladelphia, a

responsible and dul y authoriz ed Vigilanc e Commi t tee. The

duties o f this depar tmen t o f Anti-sla very labor , have, for

want o f such an or ganization, be en perf orme d in a very

loose and unsystema tic manner . The names of the persons

consti tuting the Ac ting Commi t tee, are a guarantee that this

will not be the c ase hereafter . They areÑ

William Still ( Chairman ), 31 Nor th Fif th Str eet,

Nathaniel W . Depee, 334 South Str eet,

Jacob C. Whi te, 100 Old York Road, and

Passmore Williamson, south west cor. Seventh and Ar ch

Str eets.

We respectfull y commend these g entlemen, and the c ause

in which the y are engaged, to the c onf idenc e and co-

oper ation o f all the friends o f the hun ted fug itiv e. Any funds

contri bute d to ei ther o f them, or plac ed in the hands o f their

Treasurer, Charles Wise, corner o f Fif th and Mar ket Str eets,

will be sur e of a faithful and judicious appr opria tion.Ó
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Portraits and Sketches

ESTHER MOORE.

For man y years no-w oman living in P hiladelphia w as bet ter kno wn

to the c olor ed people o f the ci ty generally, than Esther M oor e. No

woman, whi te or c olor ed, living in P hiladelphia f or the same number

of years, lef t her home o ftener , especiall y to seek out and aid the

weary tr avelers escaping fr om bondag e, than did this philan thr opist.

It is har dly too much to sa y tha t wi th her o wn hand she

administer ed to hundr eds. She begged of the Commi t tee, as a

special favor, that she mig ht be dul y notif ied of every fug itiv e

reaching Philadelphia, and ac tuall y felt hur t if fr om any cause

whatever this r equest w as not complie d wi th. For i t w as her delig ht

to see the fug itiv es individuall y, take them b y the hand and w arml y

welcome them to fr eedom. She li ter ally wept wi th those who w ept,

while in tones o f peculiar lo ve, sinceri ty, and f irmness, she la uded

them f or their noble daring, and fr eely expr essed her en tir e

sympath y wi th them, and lik ewise wi th all in the prison-house. She

condemne d Slavery in all i ts phases, as a Òmonster to be loa thed as

the enem y of God and man.Ó

Often af ter listening a t ten tiv ely for hours tog ether to r eci tals of

a very harr owing na tur e, especiall y fr om f emales, her mind w ould

seem to be f ille d wi th the suf ferings o f the sla ve and i t w as hard

for her to wi thdr aw fr om them e ven when the y were on the e ve

of taking up their mar ch for a mor e distan t sta tion; and she ne ver

thoug ht o f par ting wi th them wi thout sho wing her fai th b y her

works put ting a Ògold dollarÓ in the hand o f each passenger, as

she knew tha t i t w as not in the po wer of the Commi t tee to do

much mor e than defr ay their e xpenses to the ne xt sta tion, to N ew

York sometimes, to Elmir a at other times, and no w and then cle ar

thr ough to Canada. She desir ed tha t the y should ha ve at le ast one
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dollar to fall back upon, independen t o f the Commi t teeÕs aid. This

magnanimous rule o f giving the g old dollar w as adopted by her

shor tl y after the passag e of the Fugitiv e Slave Law, which dail y

vexed her rig hteous soul, and w as kept up as long as she w as able to

leave her house, which w as within a shor t time o f her de ath.

Not onl y did Esther M oor e manif est such mar ked in ter est in the

fug itiv e but she lik ewise took an abiding in ter est in visi ting the

color ed people in their r elig ious meetings, schools, and socie ties,

and whene ver the w ay opened and the Spiri t mo ved her she w ould

take occasion to addr ess them in the most af fectiona te manner , in

regard to their pr esent and futur e welfar e, choosing f or her theme

the subjects of temper ance, education, and sla very. Nor did she

mean that her labors in the in ter est of the oppr essed should c ease

wi th her e arthl y existenc e, as the follo wing e xtr acts fr om her last

will and testamen t will pr ove:

2d Item. I g ive and bequeath to m y executors, her einaf ter

named, the sum o f Tw elve hundr ed dollars, in trust to in vest

in gr ound r ent, or Ci ty of Philadelphia Loans a t their disposal

or discr etion to pa y the in ter est or inc ome arising ther efr om

annuall y. To be applie d, the in ter est of the Tw elve hundr ed

dollars abo ve mentione d, for educational purposes alone,

for childr en of both se xes of color , in Canada, apart fr om

all sectarian or tr aditional dogmas, which is the onl y hope

for the rising g eneration. The applic ation o f this mone y is

intende d to r emain perpe tual.

7th I tem. I g ive and bequeath to m y executors the sum o f

one hundr ed dollars, to be e xpended by them in e ducating

and assisting to clothe P haeton and P lin y J. Lock, the sons o f

Ishmael Lock, de ceased, and Matilda Lock (his wif e). My will

is tha t i t shall be g iven out discr etionall y by my executors f or

the purpose abo ve mentione d.

17th Item. I g ive and bequeath to Oliv er Johnson, edi tor

of the Pennsylvania Freeman, one hundr ed dollars, if he be

living a t m y death; if not living, to g o wi th the r emainder o f
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my estate. My will is tha t if Oliv er Johnson be not living a t

my death his be quest go wi th m y estate.

18th Item. I g ive and bequeath to Cyrus B ur leigh, lectur er

and agent f or the P ennsylvania Anti-sla very Society, one

hundr ed dollars, if Cyrus be living a t m y death. I f not living

at m y death, his be quest, Cyrus B ur leighÕs, I wish to g o wi th

the r esidue of my estate. The un tiring vig ilanc e of these

two young men, in de voting the best o f their da ys to the

rescue and emancipa tion o f the poor and do wn-tr odden

fug itiv es has obtained for them a w arm plac e in m y heart.

And may heavenÕs richest blessings r eward them. The y have

minister ed mor e than Òthe cup of water .Ó

Item 19th. I g ive and bequeath un to the Associa tion f or the

care of Color ed Orphans o f Philadelphia, c alled the Shelter

for the use and benef it o f color ed orphans o f both se xes, to

be paid in to the hands o f the tr easurer f or the time being,

for the use o f said Society all the r est and r emainder o f my

estate.

I wish m y Executors or T ruste es to carr y out my views in

regard to the e ducation o f color ed childr en in Canada, by

paying o ver the in ter est arising annuall y fr om the t welve

hundr ed dollars men tione d in the se cond i tem to such

school or schools as in their judgmen t the y may deem best.

My desir e being the benef it o f such childr en who ma y be in

the same neig hbor hood wi th them. The in ter est arising fr om

the t welve hundr ed dollars men tione d in second i tem f or the

purpose o f educating c olor ed childr en in Canada is in tende d

to r emain perpe tual.

* * * * *

I give and bequeath to W illiam Still, o f Philadelphia, no w

emplo yed in the An ti-sla very off ice, in Fif th St., Philadelphia,

Februar y 21, the sum of one hundr ed dollars; and r equest m y

executors and truste es to pay over tha t amoun t out o f my

estate.
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Esther M oor e was not rich in this w or ldÕs goods, but w as purely

benevolent and rich in g ood w orks towards her f ellow-men, ha ting

every form o f oppr ession and in justic e, and an unc ompr omising

wi tness against pr ejudic e on account o f color . Such a friend as w as

Esther M oor e during these man y dark years of kidnapping, sla ve-

catching, mob violenc e, and bi t ter pr ejudic e which the c olor ed

people w ere wont to enc ounter , should ne ver be forgot ten.

The legacy devised for educational purposes w as applied in due

time, af ter one o f the e xecutors in c ompany wi th his wif e, Dr. J.

Wilson and Rachel Bar ker M oor e, visited the v arious set tlemen ts

of fug itiv es in Canada, expr essly wi th a vie w of f inding out wher e

the fund w ould do the most g ood, in ac cordance wi th the testa torÕs

wishes. And althoug h the testa tor has be en dead seventeen years,

her legac y is still doing i ts mission in her name, in a school, ne ar

Chatham, Canada West.

In or der to c omple te this sk etch, i t is onl y necessary tha t w e

should c opy the be autiful and just tri bute to her memor y, wri t ten b y

Oliver Johnson, edi tor o f the ÒNational An ti-sla very Standar d,Ó and

publishe d in the c olumns ther eof, as follo ws:

DEATH OF A NOBLE WOMAN.

[From the ÒNational An ti-Sla very Standar d.Ó]

Just as our paper is g oing to pr ess, there comes to us

intellig ence of the de ath o f our belo ved and r evered friend,

Esther M oor e, wido w of the la te Dr . Rober t M oor e, of

Philadelphia. She e xpir ed on Tuesday morning, N ovember

21st, 1854, of gout o f the he art, af ter a shor t, but painful

illness, in the eig htie th y ear of her age.

The wri ter o f this f irst be came acquain ted wi th her in

1836, and, at various times sinc e then, has me t her a t Anti-

slavery meetings, or in familiar in ter course at her o wn

house. Her most r emarkable tr aits of char acter w ere an

intense hatr ed of oppr ession in all i ts forms, a corr esponding

love for the oppr essed, an untiring de votion to their w elfar e,

and a cour age that ne ver quaile d before any obstacles,
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however f ormidable. H er zeal in behalf o f the An ti-sla very

cause, and especiall y in behalf o f the fug itiv e, a zeal that

absorbed all the po wers of her noble na tur e, was a perpetual

rebuke to the c ompar ativ e coldness and indif ference of

those ar ound her . We well r emember ho w her soul w as fir ed

wi th a rig hteous indigna tion when up wards of thir ty

innoc ent persons, most o f them c olor ed people, w ere

thr own in to prison a t Philadelphia, upon a char ge of tr eason,

for their alleg ed par ticipa tion in the tr agedy at Christiana.

Day after da y did she visi t the prisoners in their c ells, to

minister to their w ants, and che er them in their sorr ow; and

during the pr ogress of HanwayÕs trial, her c onstan t pr esence

in the c our t-r oom, and her fr equent in ter views wi th the

Distric t At torne y, at teste d her de ep anxiety as to the r esult

of the impending strugg le. When w e last saw her , about

a month sinc e, she was engaged in c ollecting a lar ge sum

of mone y to r ansom a famil y of slaves, whose peculiar

condi tion had enliste d her de epest sympa th y.

Not wi thstanding her ag e and inf irmi ties, she had enliste d

in this w ork wi th a zeal which, e ven in a younger person,

would ha ve been remarkable. For man y days, perhaps for

many weeks, she went fr om door to door , asking for the

means wher eby to secur e the fr eedom and the happiness o f

an enslaved and plunder ed household.

As a member o f the Socie ty of Friends, she lamen ted the

guilt y supineness o f tha t bod y, in r egard to the question

of Slavery, and often, in i ts meetings, as w ell as in priv ate

inter course, f elt herself c onstr ained to ut ter the languag e of

expostula tion and r ebuke. In this, as in other r elations o f lif e,

she was obedien t to the r evelation o f God in her o wn soul,

and a wor th y example o f f ideli ty to her c onvictions o f dut y.

Her step-son, J . Wilson M oor e, in a let ter to us announcing

her decease, says:

Among the last in junctions she ga ve, was, ÒWri te to Oliv er

Johnson, and tell him I die f irm in the fai th! MIND THE
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SLAVE!Ó She had enjoyed excellent health the last f ew years,

and continue d activ ely engaged in w orks of benevolenc e.

During the last f ew w eeks, she had devoted much time and

labor to the c ollection o f funds f or the li beration o f ten

slaves in Nor th Car olina, who had be en pr omised their

fr eedom at a compar ativ ely small amoun t. Not wi thstanding

her gr eat bodil y suf fering, her mind w as clear to the last,

expr essing her full assur ance of Divine appr obation in the

course she had tak en.

This is all tha t w e can now say of the lif e of our r evered

and never-to-be-f orgot ten friend. P erhaps some one who

knew her mor e intima tel y than w e did, and who is be t ter

acquain ted wi th the histor y of her lif e and labors, will

furnish us wi th a mor e comple te sketch. I f so, we shall

publish i t wi th gr eat satisfac tion.

Happy! ay, happy! let her ashes r est;

Her heart w as honest, and she did her best;

In storm and dar kness, evil and disma y,

The star o f dut y was her guiding r ay.

Her in junction to ÒMIND THE SL AVE,Ó comes to us as the d ying

admoni tion o f one, whose lif e was a beautiful e xemplif ication o f

the dut y and the privileg e thus en joined. It imposes, inde ed, no

new obliga tion; but c oming fr om such a sour ce, it will ling er in our

memor y while lif e and i ts scenes shall last, inspiring in us, w e hope,

a purer and a mor e ardent devotion to the c ause of fr eedom and

humani ty. And may we not hope tha t others also, will c atch a ne w

inspir ation fr om the d ying message of our depar ted friend: ÒMIND

THE SLAVE!Ó
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Abigail Goodwin

Contempor ary wi th Esther M oor e, and lik ewise an in tima te

personal friend o f hers, Abigail Good win, o f Salem, N.J., was one of

the r are, true friends to the Under ground Rail Road, whose labors

enti tle her name to be men tione d in terms o f very high pr aise.

A.W.M. a most w or th y lady, in a let ter to a friend, r efers to her in

the f ollo wing languag e:

ÒFrom m y long r esidence under the same r oof, I learned to kno w

well her unc ommon self -sacrif ice of char acter , and to be willing and

glad, whene ver in m y power, to honor her memor y. But, y et I should

not kno w wha t fur ther to sa y about her than to g ive a very few

words of testimon y to her lif e of ceaseless and activ e benevolenc e,

especiall y to ward the c olor ed people.

ÒHer lif e out wardly was wholl y uneventful; as she liv ed out her

whole lif e of seventy-thr ee years in the neig hbor hood o f her bir th-

place.Ó

With r egard to her por tr ait, which w as solici ted for this v olume,

the same lad y thus wri tes: ÒNo friend o f hers w ould f or a momen t

think o f permi t ting tha t miser able caric atur e, the onl y pic tur e

existing me ant to r epresent her , to be g iven to the public. I c annot

even bear to g ive a place in m y li t tle al bum to so mournful and

ridiculous a misr epresentation o f her in fac e.Ó

* * * * *

ÒYou wonder wh y her sister , E., my loved and fai thful friend,

seems to be so much less kno wn among an ti-sla very people than

Abbie? One reason is, that althoug h dear BetsyÕs inter est in the

subject w as quite equal in earnestness, it w as not qui te so

absorbing ly exclusive. Betsy economiz ed greatl y in or der to g ive

to the c ause, but Abb y denie d herself e ven necessary appar el, and

Betsy has often said tha t f ew beggars came to our doors whose

garmen ts w ere so worn, f or lorn, and pa tche d-up as Abb yÕs. Giving
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to the c olor ed people w as a perfect passion wi th her; c onsequentl y

she was known as a larger giver than Be tsy.

ÒAnother and gr eater r eason why she was more known abr oad

than her sister E., w as that she wr ote wi th facili ty, and

corr esponded at in ter vals wi th man y on these ma t ters, Mr . McKim

and others, and f or man y years.Ó

* * * * *

Abigail w as emphatic ally of the t ype of the poor wido w, who c ast

in all her living. She w orked for the sla ve as a mother w ould w ork

for her childr en. Her hig hest happiness aad ple asure in lif e seemed

to be deriv ed fr om r endering ac ts of kindness to the oppr essed.

Let ters o f sympath y accompanie d wi th bags of stockings, clothing,

and donations o f mone y were not unfr equent fr om her .

New Jersey containe d a few w ell-trie d friends, both wi thin and

wi thout the Socie ty of Friends, to which Miss Good win belong ed;

but among them all none w as found to manif est, at le ast in the

Under ground Rail Road of Philadelphia, such an abiding in ter est as

a co-w orker in the c ause, as did Abigail Good win.

The sympath y which char acteriz ed her ac tions is cle arly evinc ed

in her o wn w ords, as containe d in the appende d extr acts fr om her

let ter , as follo ws:

ÒDEAR FRIEND:ÑI sent E.M. (Esther M oor e) for ty-one

dollars mor e by half than I e xpected to when I se t about i t.

I expect tha t aboli tionists ther e are all opposed to bu ying

slaves, and will not g ive anything. I don Õt like buying them,

or g iving mone y to slave-holders ei ther; but this se ems to

be a peculiar c ase, can be had so cheap, and so many young

ones tha t w ould be separ ated fr om their par ents; slavery

is peculiar ly hard for childr en, tha t c annot do an ything to

protect themsel ves, nor can their par ents, and the old too, i t

is hard for them; but i t is a terri ble thing altog ether . The case

of the fug itiv e thee mentione d was indeed trul y affecting; i t

makes one ashamed as well as sad to r ead such things, tha t

human beings, or an y other beings should be so tr eated. I
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cannot but hope and belie ve that slavery will er e long c ease.

I have a strong impr ession tha t the c olor ed people and the

women ar e to have a day of pr osperi ty and triumph o ver

their oppr essors. We must pa tien tl y wait and quie tl y hope;

but not k eep too much Ôin the quie t.Õ Shall have to w ork our

deliverance fr om bondag e. ÔWho w ould be fr ee, themsel ves

must strik e the blo w.Õ

ÒI regret very much tha t I ha ve not mor e clothing to send

than the stockings. I ha ve not had time sinc e I thoug ht o f i t,

to mak e anything; am ashame d tha t I w as so inconsider ate o f

the poor runa ways. I will g o to w ork as soon as I have earned

money to bu y materials; ha ve managed so as to spend m y

li t tle annual allo wance in nine mon ths, and shall not be able

to g ive you any mone y for some mon ths, but if mor e

stockings ar e wanted let me kno w, our bene volent socie ty

have plenty on hand; and I ha ve some cr edi t if not mone y;

they will trust me till I ha ve; they furnish w ork for poor

women and sell i t. I get them f or f if ty cents a pair .

ÒMy sister says Lucr etia (M ot t) told her tha t ther e was not

much clothing in the trunk, onl y a few old things. I think she

told me ther e was nothing in i t, she meant, I suppose, o f any

consequence. * * *

ÒI should like to kno w if the fug itiv es are mostl y large. I

have an idea they are generally small in sta tur e; that slavery

stun ts the bod y as well as mind. I w ant to kno w in r egard to

the clothes tha t I in tend making; i tÕs best to ha ve them f it as

well as can be. I shall w ork pr et ty much f or w omen. I hope

and expect ther e are many friends o f the c ause who furnish

clothing in the ci ty. They ought to be f it ted out f or Canada

wi th str ong, warm clothing in c old w eather , and their sad

fate alleviated as much as can be.Ó

* * * * *

The for ty-one dollars, r eferr ed to in the abo ve let ter , and sent to

ÒE.M.Ówas to go especiall y to wards buying an in ter esting famil y of
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ten slaves, who w ere owned in N or th Car olina b y a slave-holder ,

whose r are liberali ty was signalized by offering to tak e $1,000 f or

the lot, y oung and old. I n this e xceptional c ase, while oppose d to

buying slaves, in common wi th aboli tionists g enerally, she was too

tender -he arted to r esist the tempta tion so long as Òthey could be

bought so cheap.Ó

To rid men o f their y oke was her chief desir e. Such w as her habi t

of making the sad lot o f a slave a personal ma t ter; tha t le t her vie w

him, in an y lig ht wha tever, whether in r elation to y oung ones tha t

would be separ ated fr om their par ents, or wi th r egard to the old, the

lif e of a slave was Òpeculiar ly hard,Ó Òa terri ble thingÓ in her judgmen t.

The long er she liv ed, and the mor e faithfull y she labor ed for the

slaveÕs deliverance, the mor e firml y she became roote d in the soul-

encour aging ide a, that ÒSlavery will er e long c ease.Ó Whilst the gr eat

masses were either blind, or indif ferent, she w as nerved by this fai th

to be ar cheerfull y all the sacrif ices she was called on to mak e. From

another le t ter w e copy as follo ws:

JANUARY 25th, 1855.

DEAR FRIEND:ÑThe enclose d ten dollars I ha ve made,

earned in t wo weeks, and of course i t belongs to the sla ve.

It may go for the fug itiv es, or Carolina slaves, whiche ver

needs it most. I am sorr y the fug itiv esÕ treasury is not be t ter

supplie d, if mone y could f low in to i t as i t does in to the T ract

Fund; but tha t is not to be e xpected.

Thy answer in r egard to impostors is qui te satisfac tor y. No

doubt y ou tak e great pains to arriv e at the truth, but c annot

at all times a void being impose d on. Will tha t li t tle bo y of

seven years have to tr avel on f oot to Canada ? There will be

no safety for him her e. I hope his fa ther will g et o ff. John H ill

wri tes very well, considering his f ew advantages. If plen ty of

good schools c ould be establishe d in Canada f or the benef it

of fug itiv es, many brig ht scholars and useful ci tiz ens would

be added to socie ty. I hope these will be in pr ocess of time.

It tak es the most ener getic and in tellig ent to mak e their
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way out o f bondag e from the most Southern S tates. It is

rather a w onder to me tha t so man y can escape, the masters

are so continuall y watching them. The poor man tha t

secreted himself so long, must, inde ed, have suffered

dreadfull y, and been exceeding ly resolute to br ave dangers

so long.

It w as so characteristic o f her to tak e an inter est in e verything tha t

per taine d to the Under ground Rail Road, that even the deliv erance

of a li t tle nameless bo y was not bene ath her notic e. To her mind,

his fr eedom w as just as dear to him as if he had be en the son o f the

President o f the Uni ted States.

How the y got on in Canada, and the question o f education, w ere

mat ters tha t concerned her de eply; hence, occasional let ters

received fr om Canada, evincing mar ked pr ogress, such as the her o

John H. H ill w as in the habi t o f wri ting, al ways gave her much

pleasure to peruse.

In the W heeler slave-c ase, in which P assmore Williamson and

others w ere engaged, her in ter est was very great. From a let ter

dated Salem, September 9 , 1855, we quote the subjoine d extr act:

DEAR FRIEND:ÑI am trul y rejoiced and thankful tha t the

rig ht has triumphe d. But str anger had i t been other wise, in

your in tellig ent communi ty, wher e it must be appar ent to

all who inquir e into i t, tha t you had done nothing but wha t

was deserving o f hig h commenda tion, inste ad of blame and

punishmen t; and shame on the jur y who w ould bring in the

two men guilt y of assault and ba t ter y. They ought to ha ve

another trial; per haps another jur y would be mor e just. I t is

well f or the cr edi t o f Philadelphia, tha t ther e is one uprig ht

judge, as Kelley seems to be, and his sen tenc e will be a lig ht

one i t is pr esumed, showing he c onsider ed the char ge a

mer e pretenc e.

I hope and trust, tha t nei ther th yself nor the other men

will ha ve much if an y of the e xpense to be ar; your la wyers

will not char ge anything I suppose, and the g ood ci tiz ens
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will pa y all else. It seems ther e are hopes enter taine d tha t

Passmore Williamson will soon be se t at li ber ty. It must be

a great comf or t to him and wif e, in their trials, tha t i t will

conduc e to the fur ther ance of the g ood cause.

If Philadelphians ar e not ar oused now af ter this gr eat

str etch o f power, to c onsider their saf ety, they must be a

stupid se t o f people, but i t must c ertainl y do

good. * * * You will tak e good care of Jane Johnson, I hope,

and not le t her g et kidnappe d back to Slavery. Is it safe for

her to r emain in y our ci ty or an ywher e else in our Òfree

land?Ó I have some doubts and f ears for her; do tr y to

impr ess her wi th the ne cessity of being v ery cautious and

careful against de ceivers, pr etende d friends. She had be t ter

be off to Canada pr et ty soon.

Thy wif e must not si t up w ashing and ir oning all nig ht

again. She ought to ha ve help in her sympa th y and labors f or

the poor fug itiv es, and, I should think ther e are many ther e

who w ould willing ly assist her.

I in tende d to be c areful o f tr espassing upon th y time, as

thee must ha ve enough to do; the fug itiv es are still c oming I

expect. With kind r egards, also to th y wif e, your friend,

A. GOODWIN.

In another le t ter , she suggests the ide a of get ting up a c ommi t tee

of women to pr ovide clothing f or fug itiv e females; on this poin t she

wr ote thus:

ÒSALEM, 8th mo., 1st.

ÒWould i t not be w ell to g et up a c ommi t tee of women, to

provide clothes f or fug itiv e femalesÑa doz en women sewing

a day, or even half a day of each week, might keep a supply

always ready, they mig ht, I should think, g et the mer chants

or some o f them, to g ive cheap materialsÑmen tion i t to th y

wif e, and see if she cannot g et up a socie ty. I will do wha t I

can here for i t. I enclose f ive dollars f or the use o f fug itiv es.

It w as a good while tha t I he ard nothing o f your r ail r oad
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concerns; I expected the e had gone to Canada, or has the

journe y not be en made, or is i t yet to be ac complishe d, or

given up? I was in hopes the e would g o and see wi th th y own

eyes, how things g o on in tha t r egion o f fug itiv es, and if i tÕs a

goodl y land to liv e in.

ÒThis is the f irst o f August, and I suppose y ou are

celebr ating i t in P hiladelphia, or some o f you are, thoug h I

believe you are not qui te as zealous as the Bostonians ar e

in doing i t. W hen will our f irst o f August c ome? oh, that

it mig ht be soon, v ery soon! É I tÕs high time the Ôreign of

oppr ession was over.'Ó

Ever aliv e to the w ork, she would appe al to such as w ere able among

her friends, to tak e stock in the Under ground Rail Road, and would

sometimes suc ceed. In a let ter da ted July 30, 1856, she thus alludes

to her ef for ts:

ÒI have trie d to beg some thing f or them, but ha ve not g ot

much; one o f our neig hbors, S.W. Acton, gave me thr ee

dollars f or them; I adde d enoug h to mak e ten, which the e

will f ind inside. I shall o we thr ee mor e, to mak e my ten. I

presume the y are still c oming e very day almost, and I f ear i t

comes rather har d on the e and wif e to do f or so man y; but

you no doubt f eel i t a satisfac tion to do all y ou can for the

poor suf ferers.Ó

Februar y 10, 1858, she forwarded her willing c ontri bution, wi th the

follo wing in ter esting r emarks:

SALEM, Februar y 10, 1858.

DEAR FRIEND:ÑThee will f ind enclose d, f ive dollars f or

the fug itiv es, a lit tle f or so man y to shar e it, but be t ter than

nothing; oh, tha t people, rich pe ople, w ould r emember them

inste ad of spending so much on themsel ves; and those too,

who ar e not c alled rich, mig ht, if ther e was only a willing

mind, g ive too o f their abundanc e; how can the y forbear
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to sympa thiz e wi th those poor desti tute onesÑbut so i t

isÑther e is not half the f eeling f or them ther e ought to

be, indeed scarcely anybody seems to think about them.

ÒInasmuch as ye have not done i t un to one o f the le ast of

these my brethr en, ye have not done i t un to me.Ó

Thy friend,

A. GOODWIN.

When the long look ed-f or day of emancipa tion arriv ed, which she

had never expected to wi tness, the unbounde d thankfulness o f her

heart f ound expr ession in the appende d let ter:

SALEM, September 23, 1862.

DEAR FRIEND:ÑThy let ter da ted 17th, was not r eceived

till last nig ht. I c annot tell wher e it has been detaine d so

long. On the 22d, y esterday, Amy Reckless came here, after

I began wri ting, and wishe d me to def er sending f or a day

or t wo, thinking she c ould g et a few mor e dollars, and she

has just br ought some, and will tr y for mor e, and clothing. A

thousand thanks to Pr esident H amlin f or his kindness to the

contr abands; poor pe ople! ho w deplor able their si tuation;

wher e will the y go to, when c old w eather c omes? so many

of them to f ind homes f or, but the y must and will, I trust be

taken care of, not b y their f ormer c are-tak ers thoug h.

I have read the Pr esidentÕs proclamation o f emancipa tion,

wi th thankfulness and r ejoicing; but upon a li t tle r ef lection,

I did not f eel qui te satisf ied wi th i t; thr ee months seems

a long time to be in the po wer of their angr y and cruel

masters, who, no doubt, will wr eak all their fur y and

vengeance upon them, killing and abusing them in e very way

they canÑand sell them to Cuba if the y can. It mak es me

sad to think o f i t. Slavery, I fear, will be a long time in d ying,

after r eceiving the fa tal str oke. What do aboli tionists think

of i t? and wha t is th y opinion ? I feel qui te anxious to kno w

something mor e about i t. The ÒDaily PressÓ says, it will end

the w ar and i ts cause. How can we be thankful enoug h if i t
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should, and soon too. ÒOh, pr aise and tanks,Ó what a blessing

for our c ountr y. I never expected to see the happ y day. If

thee answers this, the e will ple ase tell me all about i t, and

what is thoug ht o f i t by the wise ones; but I oug ht not to

intrude on th y time, the e has so much on th y hands, nor ask

thee to wri te. I shall kno w in time, if I c an be patien t to w ait.

Enclosed are seventeen dollars; fr om Amy Reckless, $1,50;

J. Basset t, $1; Jesse Bond, $1; Martha Reeve, $1; S. Woodnut t,

$1; Hannah Wheeler, $1; a color ed man, 25 cents; 25 cents

thr own in, to mak e even; A.G., $10. Amy is very good in

helping, and is c ollecting clothing, which she thinks, c annot

be sent till ne xt w eek. I will a t tend to sending i t, as soon as

can be, by stage driv er. May every success at tend th y labors

for the poor suf ferers. * * *

With kind r egards, thy friend,

A. GOODWIN.

Thus, un til the last f et ter w as broken, wi th singular persistenc y,

zeal, faith and labor , she did wha t she could to aid the sla ve, wi thout

hope of r eward in this w or ld. Not onl y did she c ontri bute to aid

the fug itiv es, but w as, for y ears, a regular and li beral contri butor

to the P ennsylvania Anti-sla very Society, as well as a subscri ber

to the An ti-sla very papers, The ÒLiberator ,Ó ÒNational An ti-Sla very

Standar d,Ó ÒPennsylvania Freeman,Ó etc.

Having seen wi th jo y, the desir e of her he art, in the f inal

emancipa tion o f every bondman in the Uni ted States, she depar ted

in peace, November 2, 1867, in the 74th y ear of her age.
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FAITHFUL WORKERS IN THE CAUSE.

ABIGAIL GOODWIN

See p. 617

THOMAS GARRETT,

STATION MASTER See p. 623
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DANIEL GIBBONS,

STATION MASTER See p 642.

LUCRETIA MOTT See p. 649
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Thomas Garrett

The r ecent death o f Thomas Garr et t, called for th fr om the pr ess,

as well as fr om aboli tionists and personal friends, such univ ersal

expr essions of r espect f or his labors as a philan thr opist, and

especiall y as an unswerving friend o f the Under ground Rail Road,

that w e need onl y reproduce selections ther efr om, in or der to

commemor ate his noble de eds in these pag es.

From the ÒWilmington D aily Commer cial,Ó published by Jenkins

and Atkinson ( men full y inspir ed wi th the spiri t o f impar tial

fr eedom), we copy the f ollo wing notic e, which is r egarded by his

relativ es and intima te anti-sla very friends as a fai thful por tr aitur e of

his char acter and labors:

Thomas Garr et t, who die d full o f years and honor , this

morning, a t the ripe ag e of eighty-one, w as a man of no

common char acter . He was an abolitionist fr om his y outh

up, and thoug h the gr and old c ause number ed amongst i ts

suppor ters, poe ts, sages, and statesmen, i t had no mor e

fai thful w orker in i ts r anks than Thomas Garr et t.

He has been suf fering f or several years, fr om a disease

of the bladder , which fr equentl y caused him most acute

anguish, and several times thr eatened his lif e. The severe

pain at tending the dise ase, and the fr equent sur gical

oper ations i t r ender ed necessary, undermine d his natur ally

str ong consti tution, so tha t when he w as prostr ated by his

last illness, gr ave fears were enter taine d of a fatal r esult. H e

continue d in the possession o f his faculties to the last, and

fr equentl y expr essed his entir e willingness to die.

Yesterday he was found to be sinking v ery rapidl y. Just

before midnig ht, last nig ht, he c ommenc ed to spe ak, and

some of those in a t tendanc e, went close to his be d-side.

He was eviden tl y in some pain, and said: ÒIt is all pe ace,

peace, peace, but no r est this side o f the riv er.Ó He then
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breathed calmly on f or some time. About half an hour la ter ,

one of those in a t tendanc e ceased to he ar his br eathing, and

bending o ver him, f ound tha t his soul had f led.

He retaine d a good deal of his str ength thr ough his illness,

and was able to get up fr om his be d, every day, wi th the

assistance of one person.

He will be burie d in the F riendsÕ grave-yar d, corner o f

Four th and W est Str eets, on Satur day next, at thr ee oÕclock,

P.M., and in ac cordance wi th a wri t ten memor andum o f an

agreement made b y him a y ear ago wi th them, the c olor ed

people will be ar him to his gr ave, they having solici ted of him

that honor .

He was born o f Quaker par ents, in Upper D arby, Delaware

county, Pa., on the 21st of August, 1789, on a farm still in the

possession of the famil y. His father , thoug h a farmer , had

been a scythe and e dge-tool mak er, and Thomas le arned of

him the tr ade, and his kno wledge of i t af ter wards proved of

the utmost ad vantage to him.

He grew up and marrie d at Darby, his wif e being Sarah

Sharpless, and in 1820 they came to W ilmington to liv e,

bring ing wi th them se veral childr en, most o f whom still liv e

here.

Some years after his arriv al here, his wif e died, and in

course o f time, he again marrie d, his second wif e being

Rachel Mendenhall, who die d in April, 1868, belo ved and

regret ted by all who kne w her .

His business career w as one of vicissi tude, but g enerally

and ultima tel y successful, for he made the whole o f the

comf or table c ompetenc e of which he die d possessed, after

he was sixty years of age. While in the beg inning o f his

business career, as an iron mer chant in this ci ty, a wealth y

riv al house at tempte d to crush him, b y reducing pric es of

ir on to c ost, but Mr . Garret t, nothing disma yed, emplo yed

another person to a t tend his stor e, put on his le ather apr on,

took to his an vil, and in the pr osecution o f his tr ade, as an
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edge-tool mak er, prepared to suppor t himself as long as this

ruinous riv alr y was kept up. Thus in the sw eat o f the br ow

of one o f the her oes and philan thr opists o f this ag e, was laid

the f oundation o f one o f the most e xtensiv e business houses

that our ci ty now boasts. H is competi tor sa w tha t no amoun t

of riv alr y could crush a man thus self -suppor ting and ga ve

up the ef for t.

Of course, Thomas Garr et t is best kno wn f or his labors

in behalf o f the aboli tion o f Slavery, and as a practic al and

effectiv e worker f or emancipa tion long bef ore the na tion

commenc ed the w ork of li beration and justic e.

Born a Quak er, he held wi th simple trust, the fai th o f the

society tha t God mo ves and inspir es men to do the w ork

he requir es of their hands, and thr oughout his lif e he never

wavered in his c onviction, tha t his Father had c alled him to

work in the c ause to which he de voted himself.

His at ten tion w as first dir ected to the iniqui ty of Slavery,

while he w as a young man o f t wenty-f our or t wenty f ive. He

returne d one day to his fa therÕs house, after a brief absenc e,

and found the famil y dismayed and indignan t at the

kidnapping o f a color ed woman in their emplo y.

Thomas imme diatel y resolved to f ollo w the kidnappers,

and so star ted in pursui t. Some peculiari ty about the tr ack

made by their w agon, enabled him to tr ace them wi th ease,

and he follo wed them b y a devious course, fr om Darby, to

a place near the N avy Yard, in Philadelphia, and then b y

inquiries, e tc., tr acked them to K ensington, wher e he found

them, and, w e believe, secur ed the w omanÕs release.

During this ride, he af ter wards assured his friends, he f elt

the iniqui ty and abomina tion o f the whole system o f Slavery

borne in upon his mind so str ongly, as to fair ly appal him,

and he seemed to he ar a voice wi thin him, assuring him tha t

his work in lif e must be to help and def end this perse cute d

race.

From this time f orward, he never faile d to assist an y
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fug itiv e fr om Slavery on the w ay to fr eedom, and, o f course,

after his r emoval to this ci ty, his oppor tuni ties f or this w ere

greatl y incr eased, and in c ourse o f time, his house became

known as one o f the r efuges for fug itiv es. The sentimen t

of this c ommuni ty was, at tha t time, bi t ter ly averse to an y

word or ef for t against Slavery, and Mr . Garret t had but half a

dozen friends who stood b y him. N early all others look ed at

him wi th suspicion, or posi tiv e aversion, and his house w as

constan tl y under the sur veillanc e of the polic e, who then,

sad to say, were always on the w atch f or any fug itiv es from

bondage. Thomas was not dishe artened or disma yed by the

lack of popular sympa th y or appr oval. He believed the Lor d

was on his side, and c ared nothing f or the ad verse opinion o f

men.

Many and in ter esting stories ar e told o f the men and

women he helpe d away, some of them full o f pathos, and

some decidedly amusing. H e told the la t ter which r elated to

his ing enious c ontriv ances for assisting fug itiv es to escape

the polic e wi th much ple asure, in his la ter y ears. We would

repeat man y of them, but this is not the time or plac e. The

necessity of avoiding the polic e was the onl y thing, ho wever,

which e ver f orced him in to an y secrecy in his oper ations,

and in all other r espects he w as Òwithout c oncealment and

wi thout c ompr omiseÓ in his opposition to Sla very. He was a

man of unusual personal br avery, and of powerful ph ysique,

and did not pr esent an enc our aging object f or the bull ying

intimida tion b y which the pr o-sla very men o f tha t day

generally overawed their opponen ts. He seems to have

scarcely known wha t f ear was, and thoug h ir ate slave-

holders o ften c alled on him to le arn the wher eabouts o f

their sla ves, he met them placidl y, never denie d having

helped the fug itiv es on their w ay, positiv ely refused to g ive

them an y inf orma tion, and when the y f lourishe d pistols, or

bowie-kniv es to enf orce their demands, he c almly pushed
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the w eapons aside, and told them tha t none but c owards

resorted to such me ans to carr y their ends.

He continue d his labors, thus, f or y ears, helping all who

came to him, and making no c oncealment o f his r eadiness

to do so. H is f irmness and c our age slowly won others, f irst

to admir e, and then to assist him, and the li t tle band o f

fai thful w orkers, of which he w as chief, gr adually enlar ged

and include d in i ts number , men of all r anks, and dif fering

creeds, and, singular as i t may seem, even numbering some

ardent Democr ats in i ts r anks. He has, in conversation wi th

the pr esent wri ter and others, fr equentl y acknowledged the

valuable services of t wo Roman Catholics, o f I rish bir th, still

living in this ci ty, who w ere ever fai thful to him, and will no w

be amongst those who most e arnestl y mourn his de cease.

His effor ts, of course, br ought him much perse cution and

annoyance, but ne ver culmina ted in an ything r eally serious,

until about the y ear 1846 or Õ47.

He then me t, at New Castle, a man, w oman, and six

childr en, fr om do wn on the Eastern Shor e of Mar yland. The

man w as free, the w oman had, been a slave, and while in

Slavery had had by her husband, t wo childr en. She was then

set fr ee, and after wards had four childr en. The whole par ty

ran away. They tr aveled several days, and f inall y reached

Middle town, la te at nig ht, wher e they were taken in, f ed and

cared for, by John H unn, a w ealth y Quaker, ther e. They were

watche d, however, by some persons in tha t section, who

follo wed them, arr ested them, and sen t them to N ew Castle

to jail. The sherif f and his da ughter w ere Anti-sla very people,

and wr ote to Mr . Garret t to c ome over. He went over, had

an inter view, found fr om their sta temen t, tha t f our o f the

par ty were undoubte dly fr ee, and returne d to this ci ty. On

the f ollo wing da y, he and U.S. Senator W ales, went over and

had the par ty taken before Judge Booth, on a wri t o f habeas

corpus. Judge Booth de cided tha t ther e was no evidenc e

on which to hold them, tha t in the absenc e of evidenc e
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the presumption was always in f avor of fr eedomand

dischar ged them.

Mr . Garret t then said, her e is this w oman wi th a babe at

her br east, the child suf fering fr om a whi te swelling on i ts

leg, is ther e any impr oprie ty in m y get ting a c arriag e and

helping them o ver to W ilmington ? Judge Booth r esponded

certainl y not.

Mr . Garret t then hir ed the c arriag e, but gave the driv er

distinc tl y to understand tha t he onl y paid f or the w oman

and the y oung childr en; the r est mig ht w alk. They all got

in, ho wever, and f inall y escaped, of course the t wo childr en

born in sla very amongst the r est.

Six w eeks after wards the slave-holders f ollo wed them,

and inci ted, i t is said, b y the Cochr ans and James A. Bayard,

commenc ed a suit against Mr . Garret t, claiming all the

fug itiv es as slaves. Mr. Garret tÕs friends claim tha t the jur y

was packed to secur e an adverse verdic t. The trial c ame

on bef ore Chief Justic e Taney and Judge Hall, in the Ma y

term (1848) of the U .S. Court, si t ting a t New Castle, Bayard

representing the pr osecutors, and W ales the def endant.

Ther e were four trials in all, lasting thr ee days. We have not

room her e for the de tails o f the trial, but the juries a warded

even heavier damag es than the plain tif fs claime d, and the

judgmen ts swept away every dollar o f his pr oper ty.

When the trials w ere conclude d, Mr . Garret t ar ose, the

cour t being adjourne d, made a speech of an hour to the lar ge

crowd in the c our t-r oom, in the c ourse o f which he de clared

his in ten tion to r edouble his e xertions, so help him God. H is

bold asser tion w as greeted wi th ming led cheers and hisses,

and at the c onclusion o f his speech one o f the jur ors who

had convicted him str ode acr oss the benches, gr asped his

hand, and begged his f orgivenness.

Mr . Garret t k ept his ple dge and redouble d his exertions.

The trial ad vertised him, and such w as the demand on him

for shelter , that he w as compelle d to put another stor y on
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his back buildings. H is friends helpe d him to star t again in

business, and commencing ane w in his sixtie th y ear wi th

nothing, he again amasse d a handsome c ompetenc e,

generously contri buting all the while to e very work in behalf

of the do wn-tr odden blacks or his suf fering f ellow-men o f

any color .

In time the w ar came, and as he remarked, the na tion

went in to the business b y the wholesale, so he qui t his r etail

oper ations, ha ving, af ter he c ommenc ed to k eep a record,

helped off over t wenty-one hundr ed slaves, and no

inconsider able number bef ore that time.

In time, too, he c ame to be honor ed inste ad of execrated

for his noble ef for ts. Wilmington be came an aboli tion ci ty,

and for onc e, at le ast, a prophet w as not wi thout honor in his

own ci ty. Mr . Garret t continue d his in ter est in e very reform

up to his last illness, and pr obably his last appe arance in

any public c apacity, was as president o f a Woman Suf fr age

meeting, in the Ci ty Hall, a few mon ths ago, which w as

addressed by Julia Ward Howe, Lucy Stone, and H enr y B.

Blackw ell.

He lived to see the r ealization o f his hopes f or Univ ersal

Freedom, and in April last on the oc casion of the gr eat

parade of the c olor ed people in this ci ty, he was carrie d

thr ough our str eets in an open bar ouche, surr ounde d by

the men in whose behalf he had labor ed so fai thfull y, and

the guar ds around his c arriag e carr ying banners, wi th the

inscription, ÒOur M oses.Ó

A Moses he was to their r ace; but un to him i t w as given

to en ter in to the pr omised land to ward which he had se t

his face persisten tl y and almost alone f or mor e than half a

centur y.

He was beloved almost to ador ation b y his dusky-hue d

friends, and in the dar k days of the beg inning o f the w ar,

which e very Wilmingtonian will r emember wi th a shudder ,

in those da ys of doubt, c onfusion, and suspicion, wi thout
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his kno wledge or c onsent, Thomas Garr et tÕs house was

constan tl y surr ounde d and w atche d by fai thful black men,

resolved tha t, come w eal come w oe to them, no harm should

come to the benefac tor o f their r ace.

He was a hero in a lif e-time f ight, an uprig ht, honest man

in his de alings wi th men, a tender husband, a lo ving fa ther ,

and above all, a man who lo ved his neig hbor as himself, and

rig hteousness and truth be t ter than e ase, safety, or w or ldl y

goods, and who ne ver le t any fear of harm to person or

proper ty sway him fr om doing his whole dut y to the

ut termost.

He was faithful among the fai thless, uprig ht and just in

the midst o f a wick ed and per verse generation, and liv ed to

see his labors r ewarded and appr oved in his o wn lif e-time,

and then wi th jo y tha t the Rig ht had triumphe d by mig htier

means than his o wn; wi th thankfulness f or the past, and wi th

calm trust f or the futur e, he passed to the r eward of the just.

He has fought a good f ight, he has f inishe d his course, he has

kept the fai th.

From the same paper , of January 30th, 1871, we extr act an account o f

the funer al obsequies which took plac e on Satur day, January 28th.

FUNERAL SERVICE ON SATURDAY.

The funer al of Thomas Garr et t, which took plac e on

Satur day, partook almost o f the char acter o f a popular

ovation to the memor y of the de ceased, thoug h i t w as

conduc ted wi th the plainness o f form which char acteriz es

the socie ty of which he w as a member.

Ther e was no display, no or ganization, nothing wha tever

to distinguish this fr om or dinar y funer als, except the

outpouring o f people o f every cr eed, condi tion, and c olor , to

follo w the r emains to their last r esting-plac e.

Ther e was for an hour or t wo before the pr ocession

star ted, a constan t living str eam of humani ty passing in to

the house, ar ound the c off in, and out a t another door , to
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take a last look a t the fac e of the de ceased, the f eatur es of

which displa yed a sweetness and ser eni ty which oc casioned

general remark. A smile seemed to pla y upon the de ad lips.

Shortl y after thr ee oÕclock the funer al pr ocession star ted,

the plain c off in, containing the r emains, being c arrie d by

the stal wart arms o f a delegation o f color ed men, and the

famil y and friends o f the de ceased follo wing in c arriag es

wi th a lar ge procession on f oot, while the side walks along

the line, fr om the house to the me eting-house, mor e than

six squares, were densely crowded wi th spectators.

The FriendsÕ Meeting H ouse was already cr owded, except

the plac e reserved for the r elativ es of the de ceased, and,

thoug h pr obably f if teen hundr ed people cr owded in to the

capacious building, a gr eater number still w ere unable to

gain admission.

The cr owd inside w as composed of all kinds and

condi tions o f men, whi te and black, all uni ting to do honor

to the char acter and w orks of the de ceased.

The coff in w as laid in the open spac e in fr ont o f the galler y

of ministers and elders, and the lid r emoved fr om i t, af ter

which ther e was a period o f silenc e.

Presentl y the v enerable Lucr etia M ot t ar ose and said tha t,

seeing the ga thering o f the multi tude ther e and thr onging

along the str eets, as she had passed on her w ay to the

meeting-house, she had thoug ht o f the multi tude which

gather ed after the de ath o f Jesus, and of the r emark of the

Centurion, who, se eing the pe ople, said: ÒCertainl y this w as

a rig hteous man.Ó Looking at this multi tude she w ould say

surely this also w as a righteous man. She was not one o f

those who thoug ht i t best al ways on occasions lik e this, to

speak in eulog y of the de ad, but this w as not an or dinar y

case, and seeing the cr owd tha t had gather ed, and amongst

it the lar ge numbers o f a once despised and perse cute d race,

for which the de ceased had done so much, she f elt tha t i t

was fit and pr oper tha t the g ood deeds of this man Õs life
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should be r emember ed, for the enc our agement o f others.

She spoke of her long ac quain tanc e wi th him, o f his che erful

and sunn y disposi tion, and his f irm de votion to the truth as

he saw i t.

Aaron M. Powell, of New York, was the next speaker, and

he spoke at length wi th gr eat earnestness o f the lif e-long

labor o f his depar ted friend in the aboli tion c ause, of his

cheerfulness, his c our age, and his perf ect consecration to

his work.

He alluded to the fac t, tha t deceased was a member o f the

Society of Friends, and held f irml y to i ts fai th tha t God le ads

and inspir es men to do the w ork He requir es of them, tha t

He speaks wi thin the soul o f every man, and tha t all men

are equally His childr en, subject to H is guidanc e, and that

all should be fr ee to f ollo w wher ever the Spiri t mig ht le ad.

It w as Thomas Garr et tÕs recogni tion o f this sen timen t tha t

made him an aboli tionist, and inspir ed him wi th the c our age

to pursue his gr eat w ork. He cared li t tle f or the minor de tails

of Quakerism, but he w as a true Quak er in his de votion to

this gr eat centr al idea which is the basis on which i t r ests.

He urged the Socie ty to tak e a lesson fr om the de ceased,

and r ecognizing the r esponsibili ty of their posi tion, to labor

wi th earnestness, and to c onsecrate their whole beings to

the c ause of rig ht and r eform. I t is impossi ble for us to g ive

any fair abstr act o f Mr . PowellÕs earnest and eloquen t tri bute

to his friend, on whom he had look ed, he said, as Òa Father in

IsraelÓ from his bo yhood.

William H oward Day, then c ame forward, saying, he

understood tha t i t w ould not be c onsider ed inappr opria te

for one o f his r ace to say a few w ords on this oc casion, and

make some at tempt to pa y a fit ting tri bute to one to whom

they owed so much. H e did not f eel to-da y lik e paying such

a tri bute, his grief w as too fr esh upon him, his he art too

bowed down, and he c ould do no mor e, than in behalf o f

his r ace, not onl y those her e, but the host the de ceased has
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befriende d, and of the whole f our millions to whom he had

been so true a friend, c ast a tri bute o f pr aise and thanks

upon his gr ave.

Rev. Alfred Cookman, o f Grace M.E. Church, next ar ose,

and said tha t he c ame ther e intending to sa y nothing, but

the scene moved him to a f ew w ords. He remember ed onc e

standing in fr ont o f St. PaulÕs Cathedral, in London, and

seeing ther ein the name o f the ar chi tect, Sir Christopher

Wren, inscri bed, and under i t this inscription: ÒS tr anger,

if you would see his monumen t look about y ou.Ó And the

thoug ht c ame to him tha t if y ou would see the monumen t o f

him who lies ther e, look about y ou and see it built in stones

of living he arts. He thank ed God f or the w orks of this man;

he thank ed Him especiall y for his noble char acter . He said

that he f elt tha t tha t bod y had been the temple o f a noble

spiri t, aye the temple o f God himself, and some da y the y

would me et the spiri t in the he avenly land beyond the gr ave.

Lucr etia M ot t ar ose, and said she feared the claim mig ht

appear to be made tha t Quak erism alone held the gr eat

centr al principle which domina ted this man Õs life; but she

wished i t understood tha t the y recogniz ed this Òvoice

wi thin Ó as leading and guiding all men, and the y pr obably

meant by i t much the same as those dif fering fr om them

meant by the Thir d person in their T rini ty. She did not wish,

even in appe arance, to claim a belief in this v oice for her o wn

sect alone.

T. Clarkson Taylor then said, tha t the time f or closing the

services had arriv ed, and in a v ery few w ords commende d

the lesson o f his lif e to those pr esent, af ter which the

meeting dissol ved, and the bod y was carrie d to the gr ave-

yard in the r ear of the me eting-house, and deposi ted in i ts

last r esting-plac e.
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THE TRIAL OF THE CASES, 1848.

To the Edi tor o f the Commer cial:

Your admir able and in ter esting sk etch o f the c areer of the

late Thomas Garr et t contains one or t wo statemen ts, which,

according to m y recollection o f the fac ts, are not en tir ely

accur ate, and ar e perhaps of suf f icien t impor tanc e to be

corr ected.

The pr oceedings in the U .S. Circui t Cour t w ere not public

prosecutions or indic tmen ts, but civil sui ts insti tute d by the

owners o f the runa way slaves, who emplo yed and paid

counsel to c onduc t them. An ac t o f Congr ess, then in f orce,

imposed a penalt y of f ive hundr ed dollars on an y person who

should kno wing ly harbor or c onceal a fugitiv e fr om labor ,

to be r ecovered by and for the benef it o f the claiman t o f

such fug itiv e, in any Cour t pr oper to tr y the same; saving,

mor eover, to the claiman t his rig ht o f action f or or on

account o f loss, etc.; thus g iving to the sla ve-o wner t wo

cases for ac tion f or each fug itiv e, one of debt f or the penalt y,

and one of tr espass for damages.

Ther e were in all seven slaves, only the husband and fa ther

of the famil y being fr ee, who escaped under the friendl y help

and guidanc e of Mr . Garret t, f ive of whom w ere claimed by

E.N. Turner , and the r emaining t wo by C.T. Glanding, both

claiman ts being r esidents of Mar yland.

In the sui ts for the penalties, T urner obtaine d judgmen t

for t wenty-f ive hundr ed dollars, and Glanding, one f or one

thousand dollars. I n these c ases the jur y could g ive neither

less nor mor e than the amoun t o f the penalties, on the

proper pr oof being made. N or in the tr espass case did the

jur y give Òlarger damages than w ere claimed.Ó A jury

sometimes does que er things, but i t c annot mak e a verdic t

for a gr eater sum than the plain tif f demands; in the tr espass

cases, Glanding had a verdic t f or one thousand dollars
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damages, but in T urnerÕs case only nine hundr ed dollars

were allowed, thoug h the plain tif f sued for t wenty-f ive

hundr ed.

It is har dly true to sa y tha t any one of the juries

was packed, indeed, i t w ould ha ve been a dif f icult ma t ter in

that day for the Marshal to summon thir ty sober, honest,

and judicious men, fair ly and impar tiall y chosen fr om the

thr ee counties o f Delaware, who w ould ha ve found v erdic ts

dif ferent fr om those which w ere render ed. The jur y must

have been f ixed for the def endant to ha ve secur ed any other

result, on the supposi tion tha t the testimon y admi t ted of

any doubt or question, the an ti-sla very men in the sta te

being lik e Vir gilÕs ship-wr ecked mariners, v ery few in

number and sc at ter ed over a vast space.

What most r edounds to the honor and pr aise of Mr .

Garret t, in this tr ansaction, as a noble and disin ter ested

philan thr opist is, tha t af ter the fug itiv es had been

dischar ged fr om custod y under the wri t o f habeas corpus,

and when he had be en advised by his lawyer, who w as also

his personal friend, to k eep his hands o ff and le t the par ty

work their o wn passage to a haven of fr eedom, not then

far distan t, or he mig ht be in volved in serious tr ouble, he

deli beratel y refused to abandon them to the dang er of

pursui t and c aptur e. The welfar e and happiness o f too man y

human beings w ere at stak e to permi t him to think o f

personal c onsequences, and he was ready and dar ed to

encounter an y risk f or himself, so tha t he c ould insur e the

safety of those f leeing fr om bondag e. It w as this her oic

purpose to pr otect the w eak and helpless at any cost, this

fearless unself ish action, not stopping to w eigh the

conting encies of individual gain or loss, tha t consti tutes his

best ti tle to the gr ati tude o f those he ser ved, and to the

admir ation and r espect o f all who c an appr eciate

independen t conduc t spring ing fr om pur e and lo fty motiv es.

He did wha t he thoug ht and belie ved to be rig ht, and le t
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the c onsequences take care of themsel ves. He never w ould

dir ectl y or other wise, entic e a slave to le ave his master; but

he never w ould r efuse his aid to the hun ted, panting wr etch

that in the pursui t o f happiness w as seeking af ter li ber ty.

And who among us is no w bold enoug h to say, that in all this

he did not se e clearly, act br avely, do justl y, and live up to the

spiri t o f the sacr ed text:ÑÓWhatsoever ye would tha t men

should do to y ou, do ye even so to them ?Ó

W.

In a let ter addr essed to one o f the sons, W illiam Llo yd Garrison

pays the f ollo wing be autiful and just tri bute to his fai thfulness in the

cause of fr eedom.

BOSTON, January 25th, 1871.

MY DEAR FRIEND:ÑI have received the in tellig ence of the

death o f your honor ed and r evered father , wi th pr ofound

emotions. I f i t w ere not f or the inclemenc y of the w eather ,

and the delic ate sta te o f my health, I w ould hasten to be a t

the funer al, long as the distanc e is; not inde ed as a mourner ,

for, in view of his ripe old ag e, and singular ly benef icent lif e,

ther e is no cause for sorr ow, but to e xpr ess the estima tion

in which I held him, as one o f the best men who e ver w alked

the earth, and one o f the most belo ved among m y numer ous

friends and c o-w orkers in the c ause of an oppr essed and

down-tr odden r ace, now happil y rejoicing in their he avenly-

wr ought deliv erance. For to no one w as the language of

Job mor e stric tl y applic able than to himself:ÑÓW hen the e ar

heard me, then i t blessed me, and when the e ye saw me,

it gave wi tness to me; be cause I deliv ered the poor tha t

crie d, and the fa ther less, and him tha t had none to help

him. The blessing o f him tha t w as ready to perish c ame

upon me; and I c aused the wido wÕs heart to sing f or jo y. I

put on rig hteousness, and i t clothe d me; my judgmen t w as

as a robe and a diadem. I w as eyes to the blind, and f eet

was I to the lame. I w as a father to the poor; and the c ause
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which I kne w not I se arched out. And I br ake the jaws of

the wick ed, and pluck ed the spoil out o f his te eth.Ó This is

an exact por tr aitur e of your fa ther , a most compr ehensive

deline ation o f his char acter as a philan thr opist and r eformer .

It w as his meat and drink.

ÒThe poor to f eed, the lost to se ek,

To pr offer lif e to death,

Hope to the erring, to the w eak

The str ength o f his own fai th.

ÒTo plead the c aptiv eÕs right; r emove

The sting o f hate fr om law;

And soften in the f ir e of love

The har dened steel of war.

ÒHe walked the dar k wor ld in the mild,

Still guidanc e of the lig ht;

In tearful tenderness a child,

A strong man in the rig ht.Ó

Did ther e ever liv e one who had less o f tha t Òfear of man

which bring eth a snar e,Ó than himself? Or who c ombine d

mor e mor al cour age wi th exceeding tenderness o f spiri t?

Or who adher ed mor e heroically to his c onvictions o f dut y

in the fac e of deadly peril and c ertain suf fering ? Or who

gave himself mor e unr eservedly, or wi th gr eater

disin ter estedness, to the ser vice of bleeding humani ty? Or

who took mor e joyfull y the spoiling o f his goods as the

penalt y of his sympa th y for the hun ted fug itiv e? Or who

mor e untiring ly kept pac e wi th all the pr ogressive

movements of the ag e, as though in the v ery fr eshness of

adult lif e, while v enerable wi th y ears? Or who, as a husband,

father , friend, ci tiz en, or neig hbor , mor e nobl y perf orme d

all the duties, or mor e generally distri bute d all the chari ties

of lif e? He will le ave a great void in the c ommuni ty. Such

a stalwart soul appe ars onl y at r are inter vals. Delaware,
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enslaved, tr eated him lik e a felon; Delaware, redeemed, will

be proud o f his memor y.

ÒOnly the ac tions o f the just

Smell sw eet and blossom in the dust. Ó

His rig htful plac e is conspicuousl y among the benefac tors,

saviours, mar tyrs of the human r ace.

His career w as full o f dr amatic in ter est fr om beg inning to

end, and cr owded wi th the e xperienc es and vicissi tudes o f a

most e ventful na tur e. What he pr omised he fulf ille d; what he

at tempte d, he seldom, or ne ver faile d to ac complish; wha t

he believed, he dar ed to pr oclaim upon the house top; wha t

he ardentl y desir ed, and inc essantl y labor ed for, was the

reign of univ ersal fr eedom, peace, and rig hteousness. He

was among the manliest o f men, and the g entlest o f spiri ts.

Ther e was no form o f human suf fering tha t did not touch

his heart; but his abounding sympa th y was especiall y dr awn

out to wards the poor , imbrute d slaves of the plan tation, and

such of their number as soug ht their fr eedom b y f light. The

thousands tha t passed safely thr ough his hands, on their

way to Canada and the N or th, will ne ver f orget his fa ther ly

solici tude f or their w elfar e, or the dang ers he unf linching ly

encounter ed in their behalf. S trippe d of all his pr oper ty

under the F ugitiv e Slave law, for g iving them f ood, shelter ,

and assistance to c ontinue their f light, he kne w not wha t

it w as to be in timida ted or dishe artened, but gave himself

to the same blesse d work as thoug h conscious o f no loss.

Great-he arted philan thr opist, wha t her oism could e xceed

th y own?

ÒFor, while the jurist si t ting wi th the sla ve-whip o Õer him

swung,

From the tor tur ed truths o f fr eedom the lie o f slavery wrung,

And the solemn priest to M oloch, on e ach God-deser ted

shrine,

Broke the bondman Õs heart f or br ead, pour ed the bondman Õs
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blood f or wineÑ

While the multi tude in blindness to a far -o ff Saviour knelt,

And spurne d, the while, the temple wher e a present Saviour

dwelt;

Thou beheldÕst H im in the task -f ield, in the prison shado w

dim,

And th y mer cy to the bondman, i t w as mercy unto H im!Ó

I trust some one, w ell qualif ied to e xecute the ple asing task,

will wri te his biogr aphy for the gr and lessons his lif e

inculc ated. Yours, in full sympa th y and trust,

WM. LLOYD GARRISON.

A contempor ary who had kno wn him long and in tima tel yÑwho had

appreciated his devotion to fr eedom, who had shar ed wi th him

some of the perils c onsequent upon aiding the f leeing fug itiv es,

and who belong ed to the r ace wi th whom Garr et t sympa thiz ed, and

for whose ele vation and fr eedom he labor ed so assiduousl y wi th

an overf lowing he art o f tender r egard and sympa th yÐpenned the

follo wing w ords, touching the sad e vent:

CHATHAM, C.W., January 30, 1871.

To MR. HENRY GARRETT:ÑDear Sir:Ñ I have just heard,

thr ough the kindness o f my friend, Mrs. Gr aves, of the de ath

of your de ar father; the in tellig ence makes me feel sad and

sorr owful; I sinc erely sympathiz e wi th y ou and all y our

brothers and sisters, in y our mournful ber eavement; but y ou

do not mourn wi thout hope, f or y ou have an assurance in his

death tha t your loss is his inf ini te gain. For he w as a good

Christian, a g ood husband, a g ood father , a good ci tiz en,

and a trul y good Samari tan, f or his he art, his hand and his

purse, w ere ever open to the w ants of suf fering humani ty,

wher ever he f ound i t; irr espectiv e of the c ountr y, relig ion,

or c omple xion o f the suf ferer. Hence ther e are many mor e

who mourn his loss, as w ell as yoursel ves; and I kno w, veril y,

that man y a silent te ar was shed by his f ellow-ci tiz ens, both
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whi te and c olor ed, when he took his depar tur e; especiall y

the c olor ed ones; for he lo ved them wi th a br otherÕs love,

not be cause they were color ed, but be cause they were

oppr essed, and, lik e John Brown, he lo ved them to the last;

that w as manifest by his r equest tha t the y should be his

bearers. I can bet ter f eel than I ha ve language to expr ess

the mournful and sorr owing pride tha t must ha ve stirr ed the

inmost souls o f those men o f color , who had the honor

conferr ed on them o f bearing his mor tal r emains to their last

resting-plac e, when the y thoug ht o f wha t a sacred trust w as

commi t ted to their hands. W e are told to mar k the perf ect

man, and behold the uprig ht, f or the end o f tha t man is

peace; and such w as the end o f your de ar father , and he has

gone to join the innumer able company of the spiri ts of the

just, made perf ect on the other side o f the riv er, wher e ther e

is a rest r emaining f or all the childr en of God. M y br other ,

Abraham D. Shadd, and my sister Amelia, join their lo ve and

condolenc e wi th mine to y ou all, hoping tha t the vir tues o f

your fa ther ma y be a guiding star to y ou all, un til y ou meet

him again in tha t happ y place, wher e parting will be no mor e,

forever.

Your humble friend, ELIZAB ETH J. WILLIAMS.

From the le arned and the unle arned, fr om those in hig h places

and fr om those in humble sta tions, man y testimonials r eached the

famil y, respecting this gr eat friend o f the sla ve, but i t is doubtful,

whether a sing le epistle fr om any one, was more affecting ly

appreciated by the ber eaved famil y, than the epistle just quote d

fr om Elizabeth J. Williams.

The SlaveÕs most eloquen t advocate, Wendell Phillips, in the

ÒNational S tandar d,Ó of Februar y 4, 1871, in honor of the depar ted,

bor e the f ollo wing per tinen t testimon y to his gr eat w or th in the

cause of Li ber ty.

ÒI should not dare to trust m y memor y for the number o f

fug itiv e slaves this br ave old friend has helpe d to saf ety and
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fr eedomÑne arly thr ee thousand, I belie ve. What a rich lif e to

look back on! H ow skilful and adr oi t he w as, in eluding the

hun ters! H ow patien t in w aiting da ys and weeks, keeping the

poor fug itiv es hidden me anwhile, till i t w as safe to ventur e

on the hig hway! What whole-he arted devotion, wha t

unself ish giving o f time, me ans, and everything else to this

work of br other ly love! What house in Dela ware, so

honor able in histor y, as that wher e hunted men f led, and

were sure to f ind r efuge. It w as the Nor th Star to man y a

fain ting he art. This c entur y has grand scenes to sho w and

boast of among i ts fellows. But f ew tr anscend tha t auction-

block wher e the sherif f was selling all Garr et tÕs goods for the

crime (!) o f giving a br eakfast to a famil y of fug itiv e slaves. As

the sale close d, the o ff icer turns to Garr et t, saying: ÔThomas,

I hope y ouÕll never be caught at this again. Õ

ÒÔFriend,Õ was the r eply, ÔI havenÕt a dollar in the wor ld, but

if the e knows a fug itiv e who ne eds a breakfast, send him to

me.Õ

ÒOver such a scene, Luther and H oward and Clar kson

clapped their hands.

ÒSuch a speech r edeems the long infam y of the State. I t

is endur able, the having o f such a blot as Dela ware in our

histor y, when i t has onc e been the home o f such a man. I

remember w ell the just pride wi th which he told me, tha t

after tha t sale, pr o-sla very as Wilmington w as, he could ha ve

a discount at the bank as r eadily as any man in the ci ty.

Thoug h the la ws robbed him, his f ellow-ci tiz ens could not

but r espect and trust him, lo ve and honor him.

ÒThe ci ty has never had, w e believe, a man die in i t w or th y

of a statue. We advise it to seiz e this oppor tuni ty to honor

itself and perpe tuate the g ood name o f i ts w or thiest ci tiz en,

by immor talizing some str eet, spot, shaf t or building wi th his

name.

ÒBrave, generous, high-soule d, stur dy, outspok en friend o f

all tha t ne eded aid or sympa th y, farewell f or these sc enes! In
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times to c ome, when friendless men and ha ted ideas need

champions, God gr ant them as gallan t and suc cessful ones

as you have been, and may the State you honor ed grow

wor th y of you. WENDELL PHILLIPS.Ó

Likewise in the ÒNational S tandar d,Ó the edi tor , Aaron M. Powell,

who at tende d the funer al, paid the f ollo wing g lowing tri bute to the

mor al, relig ious, and anti-sla very char acter o f the slaveÕs friend:

On the 2 4th inst., Thomas Garr et t, in his eig hty-second y ear,

passed on to the hig her lif e. A week pr evious w e had visi ted

him in his sick chamber , and, on leaving him f elt tha t he must

go hence ere long. He was the same str ong, r esolute man in

spiri t to the last. H e looked forward to the w elcome chang e

wi th perf ect ser eni ty and peace of mind. And w ell he mig ht,

for he had inde ed fought the g ood f ight and be en fai thful

unto the end.

He was most widel y known f or his ser vices to fug itiv e

slaves. Twenty-f ive hundr ed and f or ty-f ive he had pr eserved

a record of; and he had assiste d somewhat mor e than t wo

hundr ed prior to the c ommenc ement o f the r ecord. Pictur e

to the mindÕs eye this r emarkable pr ocession of nearly thr ee

thousand men, w omen and childr en f leeing fr om Slavery,

and f inding in this br ave, large-he arted man, a friend e qual

to their ne eds in so cri tic al an emer gency! No wonder he w as

feared by the slave-holders, not alone o f his o wn State, but

of the whole South. I f their human cha t tels onc e reached his

outpost, ther e was indeed li t tle hope o f their r eclamation.

The friend and helper o f fug itiv es from Slavery, trul y their

Moses, he was more than this, he w as the discrimina ting,

outspok en, uncompr omising opponen t o f Slavery i tself. H e

was one of the str ongest pillars and one o f the most ef f icien t

working-members o f the Americ an Anti-sla very Society. He

was an abolitionist o f the most r adical and pr onounc ed

character , thoug h a resident o f a slave State, and thr ough

all the period wher ein to be an aboli tionist w as to put in
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jeopardy, not onl y reputa tion and pr oper ty, but lif e itself.

Thoug h he r arely addr essed public me etings, his pr esence

impar ted much str ength to others, w as ÒweightyÓ in the

best Quaker sense. He was of the r are type of char acter ,

represented by Francis Jackson and James Mot t.

Thomas Garr et t w as a member o f the Socie ty of Friends,

and as such, served by the striking c ontr ast of his o wn lif e

and char acter , wi th the a verage of the Socie ty, to exemplif y

to the w or ld the r eal, genuine Quak erism. I t is not a t all

to the cr edi t o f his f ellow-members, tha t i t must be said

of them, tha t when he w as bearing the cr oss and doing

the w ork for which he is no w so univ ersally honor ed, the y,

many of them, w ere not onl y not in sympa th y wi th him,

but w ould undoubte dly, if the y had had the r equisi te vi tali ty

and cour age, have cut him o ff fr om their denomina tional

fellowship. H e was a sincere, earnest belie ver in the c ardinal

poin t o f Quakerism, the Divine pr esence in the human

soulÑthis furnishes the k ey to his ac tion thr ough lif e. This

divine a t tri bute he r egarded not as the bir th-rig ht o f Friends

alone, not o f one r ace, sex or class, but o f all mankind.

Ther efore was he an aboli tionist; ther efore was he

inter ested in the c ause of the I ndians; ther efore was he

enliste d in the c ause of equal rig hts for w omen; ther efore

was he a friend o f temper ance, of oppr essed and needy

working-men and w omen, w or ld-wide in the sc ope of his

philan thr opic sympa th y, and br oadly catholic, and

compr ehensive in his vie ws of r elig ious lif e and dut y. He was

the soul o f honor in business. H is experienc e, when depriv ed

at sixt y, of every dollar o f his pr oper ty for having obe yed

God r ather than man, in assisting fug itiv es from Slavery,

and the pr omptness wi th which his friends c ame forward

wi th pr offered co-oper ation, furnishes a lesson which all

should ponder w ell. He had li t tle r espect f or, or patienc e

wi th shams o f any kind, in r elig ious, poli tic al or social lif e.

As we looked upon Thomas Garr et tÕs calm, serene face,
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matur e in a ripe old ag e, still shado wing f or th kindliness

of heart, f irmness o f purpose, discrimina ting in tellig ence,

conscien tious, manl y uprig htness, death ne ver seemed mor e

beautiful:

ÒWhy, what is Death but Lif e

In other f orms o f being ? Life wi thout

The coarser at tri butes o f men, the dull

And momen tl y decaying fr ame which holds

The ether eal spiri t in, and binds i t do wn

To brother hood wi th brutes! Ther eÕs no

Such thing as De ath; wha tÕs so-called is but

The beginning o f a new existenc e, a fresh

Segment o f the e ternal r ound o f change.Ó

A.M.P.

Another w arm admir er of this Gr eat Lo ver of humani ty, in a let ter to

George W. Stone thus alludes to his lif e and death:

TAUNTON, MASS., June 25th, 1871.

DEAR STONE:ÑYour telegr am announcing the de ath o f

that old soldier and sain t, and m y good friend, Thos. Garr et t,

reached me last evening at ten o Õclock.

My f irst impulse w as to star t f or W ilmington, and be

present at his funer al; but when I c onsider ed my work her e,

and my engagements for the ne xt f our da ys, I found i t

impossi ble to g o.

I will be ther e in spiri t, and bo w my inmost soul bef ore the

All Loving One, his Father and ours, in humble thankfulness,

that I e ver kne w him, and had the privileg e of enjoying his

friendship and wi tnessing his de votion, to the in ter est of

every good cause of benevolenc e and Reform.

I could wri te you many things o f in ter est which I he ard

fr om him, and which I ha ve note d on m y memor y and heart;

but I c annot no w. I think he w as one of the r emarkable men

of the times, in fai th, in hol y boldness, in f earless devotion
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to the rig ht, in unc ompr omising in tegri ty, in unself ish

benevolenc e, in lo ve to God and man, and in unc easing, lif e-

long ef for ts to do justl y, to lo ve mercy, and to w alk humbl y

wi th God. W e shall not soon look upon his lik e again.

If I w as present at his funer al, I should tak e it as a privileg e

to pr onounc e his name, and say, as I never said bef ore,

ÒBlessed are the de ad that die in the Lor d; even so saith the

Spiri t; f or the y rest fr om their labors, and their w orks do

follo w them.Ó

Do, at onc e, see his childr en and Clar kson Taylor , and

give them m y condolenc e, no, my congratulation , and assure

them tha t the y have a rich legac y in his noble lif e, and he has

a glorious r eward in the bosom o f God.

Peace to his memor y! Noble old man, so pur e and

peaceful, and y et so str ong, f irm, and f earless, so gentle,

tender , and truthful, afr aid and ashamed of nothing but sin,

and in lo ve and labor wi th every good w ork.

I could wri te on and f ill man y pages. But he desir ed no

eulogy, and needs none. He lives, and will liv e for ever in

many hearts and in the he aven of heavens above.

T. ISRAEL.

If i t w ere necessary we might continue to in tr oduce scores of

edi torials, c ommunic ations, epistles, e tc., all br eathing a similar

spiri t o f r espect f or the r are wor th o f this w onderful man, but spac e

forbids. I n conclusion, ther efore, wi th a vie w of pr esenting him in

the lig ht o f his o wn in ter esting le t ters, wri t ten when absorbe d in

his peculiar w ork, fr om a lar ge number on f ile the f ollo wing ar e

submi t ted:

WILMIN GTON, 11th mo. 21st, 1855.

ESTEEMED FRIEND, WM. STILL:ÑThine o f this da te,

inquiring f or the t wenty-one, and ho w the y have been

disposed of, has just been received. I can onl y answer by

saying, when I par ted wi th them y esterday forenoon, I gave

the wif e of the person, in whose house the y were, money
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to pay her expenses to Philadelphia and back in the c ars to

pilot the f our w omen to th y place. I gave her husband mone y

to pay a pilot to star t yesterday wi th the ten men, divide d

in t wo gangs; also a let ter f or the e. I hope the y have arriv ed

safe ere this. I had to le ave town soon af ter noon y esterday

to at tend a br other ill wi th an at tack o f apople xy, and to-da y

I have been very much engag ed. The plac e they stayed her e

is a consider able distanc e off. I will mak e inquir y to-morr ow

morning, and in c ase any other disposi tion has been made

of them than the abo ve I will wri te the e. I should think the y

have stoppe d to-da y, in consequence of the r ain, and most

likely will arriv e safe to-morr ow. In haste, th y friend,

THOS. GARRETT.

Althoug h having Òto at tend a br other , ill wi th an at tack o f apople xy,Ó

Garret t took time to a t tend to the in ter est of the Òtwenty-one,Ó

as the above let ter indic ates. How man y other men in the Uni ted

States, under similar cir cumstanc es, would have been thus fai thful?

On another oc casion deeply concerned for A FORWARDER OF

SLAVES, he wrote thus:

WILMIN GTON, 12th mo. 26th, 1855.

ESTEEMED FRIEND, WM. STILL:ÑThe bearer of this,

George Wilmer , is a slave, whose r esidence is in Mar yland.

He is a true man, and a f orwarder o f slaves. Has passed some

twenty-f ive wi thin f our mon ths. He is desir ous of f inding

some of his r elations, W m. Mann and Thomas Carmichael,

they passed her e about a mon th sinc e. If the e can give him

any inf orma tion wher e they can be found the e will much

oblig e him, and run no risk o f their saf ety in so doing. I

remain, as ever, thy sincere friend,

THOS. GARRETT.

ÒFour able-bodie d men,Ó form the subje ct o f the subjoine d

corr espondenc e:
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WILMIN GTON, 11th mo., 4th, 1856.

ESTEEMED FRIENDS, J. Miller M cKim and W illiam

Still:ÑCaptain F ., has arrived her e this da y, wi th f our able-

bodied men. One is an eng ineer, and has been engaged in

sawing lumber , a second, a good house-c arpen ter , a thir d

a blacksmi th, and the f our th a farm hand. The y are now

five hundr ed miles fr om their home in Car olina, and w ould

be glad to g et si tuations, wi thout g oing far fr om her e. I

will k eep them till to-morr ow. Please inform me whe ther

thee knows of a sui table plac e in the c ountr y wher e the

mechanics c an f ind emplo yment at their tr ades for the

win ter; le t me he ar to-morr ow, and oblig e your friend,

THOMAS GARRETT.

ÒWhat has become of Harrie t Tubman?Ó (agent o f the Under ground

Rail Road), is made a subject o f special inquir y in the f ollo wing note:

WILMIN GTON, 3d mo., 27th, 1857.

ESTEEMED FRIEND, WILLIAM STILL:Ñ I have been very

anxious f or some time past, to he ar wha t has become of

Harrie t Tubman. The last I he ard of her , she was in the State

of New York, on her w ay to Canada wi th some friends, last

fall. Has thee seen, or he ard anything o f her la tel y? It w ould

be a sorr owful fac t, if such a her o as she, should be lost fr om

the Under ground Rail Road. I have just r eceived a let ter fr om

Ireland, making inquir y respecting her . If the e gets this in

time, and kno ws anything r especting her , please drop me a

line b y mail to-morr ow, and I will g et i t ne xt morning if not

sooner , and oblig e thy friend.

I have heard nothing fr om the eig hth man fr om Dover, but

trust he is saf e.

THOMAS GARRETT.

On being inf orme d tha t H arrie t w as Òall rig ht,Ó the follo wing e xtr act

fr om a subsequent le t ter , expr esses his satisfac tion o ver the g ood

news, and at the same time, indic ates his sympa th y for a Òpoor
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tr aveler,Ó who had fallen a victim to the c old w eather , and being

severely fr ost-bi t ten, had die d of lock -jaw, as related on page 52.

ÒI was trul y glad to le arn tha t H arrie t Tubman w as still in

good health and r eady for ac tion, but I think ther e will be

mor e danger at pr esent than her eto fore, ther e is so much

exci temen t belo w in c onsequence of the esc ape of those

eight slaves. I was trul y sorr y to he ar of the fa te o f tha t poor

fellow who had perile d so much f or li ber ty. I was in hopes

fr om wha t the e told me, tha t he w ould r ecover wi th the loss

perhaps of some of his toes.

THOMAS GARRETT.Ó

In the ne xt le t ter , an inter esting ane cdote is r elated of an encounter

on the Under ground Rail Road, between the fug itiv es and several

Irishmen, and ho w one o f the old c ountr ymen w as shot in the

forehead, etc., which G . thoug ht w ould mak e such opponen ts to the

Road Òmor e cautious.Ó

WILMIN GTON, 11th mo., 5th, 1857.

ESTEEMED FRIEND, WILLIAM STILL:Ñ I have just wri t ten

a note f or the be arer to W illiam Murph y Chester , who will

dir ect him on to th y care; he lef t his home about a w eek

since. I hear in the lo wer par t o f this S tate, he me t wi th a

friend to pilot him some t wenty-f ive miles last nig ht. We

learn tha t one par ty of those last w eek were at tacked wi th

clubs by several Irish and tha t one o f them w as shot in the

forehead, the ball en tering to the skull bone, and passing

under the skin par tl y round the he ad. My inf orman t says he

is lik ely to r ecover, but i t will le ave an ugly mar k i t is thoug ht,

as long as he lives. We have not be en able to le arn, whe ther

the par ty was on the look out f or them, or whe ther the y

were rowdies out on a H allow-eve fr olic; but be i t which i t

may, I pr esume the y will be mor e cautious her e how the y

trif le wi th such. Desiring the e prosperi ty and happiness, I

remain th y friend,
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THOMAS GARRETT.

FOUR OF GODÕS POOR.

The follo wing le t ter sho ws the f earless manner in which he

at tende d to the duties o f his sta tion:

WILMIN GTON, 9th mo. 6th, 1857.

RESPECTED FRIEND, WM. STILL:ÑThis evening I send to

th y care four o f GodÕs poor . Severn Johnson, a true man,

will g o wi th them to-nig ht by rail r oad to th y house. I have

given Johnson f ive dollars, which will pa y all expenses, and

leave each t wenty-f ive cents. We are indebte d to Captain

FÑÑtÑÑn f or those. Ma y success at tend them in their

effor ts to main tain themsel ves. Please send word by Johnson

whether or no, those se ven arriv ed safe I wr ote the e of ten

days since. My wif e and self w ere at Long wood to-da y, had a

pleasant ride and g ood meeting. W e are, as ever, thy friend,

THOS. GARRETT.

Qui te a satisfac tor y account is g iven, in the le t ter belo w of the

ÒIrishman who w as shot in the f orehead;Ó also of one o f the same

kin, who in me ddling wi th Under ground Rail Road passengers, got

his arm br oken in t wo places, etc.

WILMIN GTON, 11th mo. 14th, 1857.

ESTEEMED FRIEND, WM. STILL:ÑThy favor o f a few days

since came to hand, g iving qui te a satisfac tor y account o f

the lar ge company.

I f ind in the mele e near this to wn, one o f the I rishmen g ot

his arm br oken in t wo places. The one shot in the f orehead

is badly mar ked, but not dang erously in jured. I learn to-da y,

that the c arriag e in tha t company, owing to fast driving wi th
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such a heavy load, is badl y br oken, and the poor horse w as

badly in jured; i t has not be en able to do an ything sinc e.

Please say to m y friend, R ebecca Hart, tha t I ha ve

hereto fore kept cle ar of persuading, or e ven advising slaves

to le ave their masters till the y had full y made up their minds

to le ave, knowing as I do ther e is great risk in so doing,

and if be tr ayed onc e would be a serious in jur y to the c ause

hereafter . I had spoken to one c olor ed man to tr y to see

him, but he w as not willing to risk i t. I f he has any desir e

to get away, he can, during one nig ht, bef ore they miss

him, get out o f the r each of danger. Booth has mo ved in to

New Castle, and lef t the t wo boys on the farm. I f Rebecca

Hart will wri te to me, and g ive me the name o f the bo y,

and the name o f his mother , I will mak e another ef for t. The

man I spok e to liv es in New Castle, and thinks the mother

of the bo y allude d to liv es between her e and New Castle.

The young men Õs association her e wants Wendell Phillips to

deliver a lectur e on the lost ar ts, and some o f the r est of us

wish him to deliv er a lectur e on Slavery. Where will a le t ter

reach him soonest, as I wish to wri te him on the subje ct. I

thoug ht he c ould per haps deliv er t wo lectur es, two nig hts in

succession. If the e can give the above inf orma tion, the e will

much oblig eÑ

GARRETT & SON.

In his business-lik e tr ansactions, wi thout c oncealment, he plac es

mat ters in such a lig ht tha t the w ayfaring man, thoug h a fool, need

not err , as may here be seen.

WILMIN GTON, 11th mo. 25th, 1857.

ESTEEMED FRIEND, WM. STILL:Ñ I now send Johnson,

one of our c olor ed men, up wi th the thr ee men I wr ote the e

about. Johnson has under took to ha ve them w ell w ashed and

cleaned during the da y. And I have provided them wi th some

second-hand clothes, to mak e them c omf or table, a new pair

of shoes and stockings, and shall pa y Johnson f or taking
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care of them. I men tion this so tha t the e may know. Thee

need not advance him an y funds. I n the pr esent case I shall

furnish them wi th mone y to pa y their far e to Philadelphia,

and Johnson home again. H oping the y will g et on saf e, I

remain th y friend,

THOS. GARRETT.

FOUR FEMALES ON BOARD.

The fearless Garret t communic ated thr ough the mail, as usual, the

follo wing in tellig ence:

WILMIN GTON, 8th mo. 25th, 1859.

ESTEEMED FRIEND, WM. STILL:ÑThe brig Al vena, of

Lewisto wn, is in the Dela ware opposi te her e, wi th f our

females on boar d. The color ed man, who has them in char ge,

was employed by the husband o f one o f them to bring his

wif e up. When he arriv ed her e, he found the man had lef t. As

the vessel is bound to R ed Bank, I have advised him to tak e

them ther e in the v essel, and to-morr ow tak e them in the

steamboat to the ci ty, and to the An ti-sla very off ice. He says

they owe the c aptain one dollar and f if ty cents for boar d,

and I gave him thr ee dollars, to pa y the c aptain and tak e

them to y our o ff ice. I have a man her e, to go on to-nig ht,

that w as nearly naked; shall rig him out pr et ty comf or tabl y.

Poor f ellow, he has lost his lef t hand, but he sa ys he can take

care of himself. I n haste, th y friend,

THOS. GARRETT.

While Father Abr aham was using his utmost po wers to put do wn the

rebellion, in 1864, a young man who had Òbeen most unrig hteously

sold f or seven years,Ó desirous of enlisting, soug ht advice fr om the

wise and fai thful Under ground Rail Road manager, who gave him
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the f ollo wing le t ter , which ma y be look ed upon in the lig ht o f a

rare anecdote, as ther e is no doubt but tha t the Òprofessed non-

resistantÓ in this instanc e, hoped to see the poor f ellow Òsnugly fixed

in his r egimentalsÓ doing service for ÒFather Abr aham.Ó

WILMIN GTON, 1st mo. 23d, 1864.

RESPECTED FRIEND, WILLIAM STILL:Ñ The bearer of this,

Winlock Clar k, has latel y been most unrig hteously sold f or

seven years, and is desir ous of enlisting, and be coming one

of Uncle SamÕs boys; I have advised him to c all on the e so

that no land shar ks shall get any boun ty for enlisting him;

he has a wif e and several childr en, and wha tever boun ty

the governmen t or the S tate allo ws him, will be o f use to

his famil y. Please wri te me when he is snug ly f ixed in his

regimen tals, so tha t I ma y send word to his wif e. By so doing,

thee will much oblig e thy friend, and the friend o f humani ty,

THOMAS GARRETT.

N.B. Am I naughty, being a pr ofessed non-r esistant, to

advise this poor f ellow to ser ve Father Abr aham? T.G.

We have given so many of these inimi table Under ground Rail Road

let ters fr om the pen o f the stur dy old labor er, not onl y because

they will be ne w to the r eaders of this w ork, but be cause they

so fit ting ly illustr ate his pr actic al devotion to the Sla ve, and his

cheerfulnessÑin the fac e of danger and dif f icult yÑin a manner tha t

other pens mig ht labor in v ain to descri be.
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Daniel Gibbons

A life as uneventful as the one whose stor y we are about to tell,

affords li t tle scope for the g enius o f the biogr apher or the historian,

but being c arefull y studie d, i t cannot fail to te ach a lesson of

devotion and self -sacrif ice, which should be le arned and

remember ed by every succeeding age.

Daniel Gi bbons, son o f James and Debor ah (Hoopes) Gibbons, w as

born on the banks o f Mill Cr eek, in L ancaster c ounty, Pennsylvania,

on the 21st day of the 12th mon th (December ), 1775. He was

descended on his fa therÕs side fr om an Eng lish anc estor , whose

name appears on the c olonial r ecords, as far back as 1683. John

Gibbons eviden tl y came wi th or bef ore William P enn to this Ògoodl y

heri tage of fr eedom.Ó His earthl y remains lie a t Conc ord FriendsÕ

bur ying-gr ound, Dela ware county, near wher e the famil y lived for

a generation or t wo. The gr andfather o f Daniel Gi bbons, who liv ed

near wher e West Town boar ding-school no w is, in Chester c ounty,

bought f or seventy pounds, Òone thousand acr es of land and

allowances,Ó in what is no w Lancaster c ounty, intending, as he

ultima tel y did, to se t tle his thr ee sons upon i t. This pur chase was

made about the y ear 1715. In pr ocess of time, the eldest son, desiring

to marr y Debor ah Hoopes, the da ughter o f Daniel H oopes, of a

neighboring to wnship in Chester c ounty, the young pe ople obtaine d

the c onsent o f par ents and friends, but i t w as a time of grief and

mourning among y oung and old. The y oung Friends assur ed the

intende d bride, tha t the y would not marr y the best man in the

Provinc e and do wha t she w as about to do; and the elder dames,

so far r elaxed the Puri tanic rig idi ty of their rules, as to allo w the

invitation o f an unc ommonl y large company of guests to the

wedding, in or der tha t a long and per haps last far ewell, mig ht be

said to the belo ved daughter , who, wi th her husband, w as about to

emigr ate to the Òfar West.Ó Loud and long were the lamen tations,

and warm the embr aces of these simple-minde d Christian rustics,
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companions o f toil and depriv ation, as the y par ted fr om t wo of their

number who w ere to le ave their cir cle for the W est; the W est being

then thir ty-six miles distan t. This w as on the sixth da y of the f if th

mon th, 1756. More than a centur y has passed away; all the g ood

people, eig hty-nine in number , who signe d the w edding c ertif icate

as witnesses, have passed away, and how vast is the chang e wr ought

in our midst sinc e that day!

Joseph Gibbons w as so much ple ased wi th the daring en terprise

of his son and da ughter -in-la w, that he gave them one hundr ed

acres of land in his W estern possessions mor e than he r eserved for

his other and y ounger sons, and to i t the y imme diatel y emigr ated,

and building f irst a c abin and the ne xt y ear a stor e-house, began lif e

for themsel ves in earnest.

It is in ter esting, in vie w of the long and c onsisten t anti-sla very

course which D aniel Gi bbons pursue d, to tr ace the inf luenc e that

wr ought upon him while his char acter w as maturing, and the c auses

which le d him to se e the wick edness of the system which he

opposed.

The Society of Friends in tha t day bor e in mind the ad vice of

their gr eat f ounder , Fox, whose last w ords were: ÒFriends, mind the

light.Ó And follo wing tha t guide which le ads out o f all evil and in to

all good, the y viewed every custom o f socie ty wi th eyes undimme d

by pr ejudic e, and were inf luenc ed in every action o f lif e by a belief

in the c ommon br other hood o f man, and a r esolve to obe y the

command o f Jesus, to lo ve one another . This being the c ase, slavery

and oppr ession of all kinds w ere unpopular , and inde ed almost

unkno wn amongst them.

James Gibbons w as a republic an, and an enthusiastic ad vocate of

Americ an li ber ty. Being a man of commanding pr esence, and great

energy and determina tion, ef for ts w ere made during the R evolution

to induc e him to enlist as a c avalry soldier . He was prevented fr om

so doing b y the en tr eaties o f his wif e, and his own c onscien tious

scruples as a Friend. About the time o f the Revolution, or

imme diatel y after , he removed to the bor ough of Wilmington,

Delaware, wher e, being surr ounde d by slavery, he became mor e
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than e ver aliv e to i ts iniqui ties. He was inter ested during his whole

lif e in get ting sla ves off. And being ele cted second bur gess of

Wilmington during his r esidence ther e, his off icial posi tion ga ve

him gr eat oppor tuni ties to assist in this noble w ork. It is r elated

that during his mag istr acy a slave-holder br ought a color ed man

before him, whom he claime d as his slave. There being no e videnc e

of the alleg ed ownership, the c olor ed man w as set at li ber ty. The

pretende d owner w as incline d to be impuden t; but James Gibbons

told him pr omptl y tha t nothing but silenc e and good behaviour on

his par t w ould pr event his c ommi tmen t f or c ontempt o f cour t.

About the y ear 1790, James Gibbons came back to L ancaster

county, wher e he spent t wenty years in the pr actic e of those de eds

which will r emain Òin everlasting r emembr ance;Ó dying, full o f years

and honors, in 1810.

Born in the f irst y ear of the r evolution and gr owing up surr ounde d

by such inf luenc es, Daniel Gi bbons could not ha ve been other than

he was, the friend o f the do wn-tr odden and oppr essed of every

nationali ty and color . In 1789 his father took him to se e General

Washington, then passing thr ough Wilmington. T o the end o f his

lif e he retaine d a vivid r ecollection o f this visi t, and w ould r ecount

its inciden ts to his famil y and friends. During his fa therÕs residence

in W ilmington, he spen t his summers wi th kinsmen in L ancaster

county, learning to be a farmer , and his win ters in W ilmington g oing

to school.

At the ag e of four teen years he was bound an appr entic e, as was

the good custom o f the da y, to a Friend in L ancaster c ounty to le arn

the tanning business. A t this he ser ved about six y ears, or un til his

master c eased to f ollo w the business. During this appr entic eship he

became accustome d to severe labor , so severe indeed tha t he ne ver

recovered fr om the ef fects ther eof, having a dif f icult y in w alking

during the r emainder o f his lif e, which pr evented him fr om taking

the ac tiv e part in Under ground Rail Road business which he

other wise w ould ha ve done. His fatherÕs estate being in volved in

li tiga tion c aused him to be put to this tr ade, farming being his
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favori te emplo yment, and one which he f ollo wed during his whole

lif e.

In 1805 he took a pedestrian tour , by way of New York, Albany,

and Niagar a Falls to the S tate o f Ohio, then the far W est, coming

home by way of Pit tsbur g, and walking altog ether one thousand

thr ee hundr ed and f if ty miles. I n this trip he incr eased the in jur y to

his feet, so as to r ender himself vir tuall y a cripple. Upon the de ath

of his fa ther , he set tle d upon the farm, on which he die d.

About the y ear 1808 on going to visi t some friends, who had

removed to Adams c ounty, Pennsylvania, he became acquain ted

wi th H annah Wierman, whom he marrie d on the f our th da y of the

fif th mon th, 1815. At this time D aniel Gi bbous w as about f or ty years

old, and his wif e about t wenty-eig ht, she having been born on the

nin th o f the se venth mon th, 1787. A life of one af ter their union,

would be inc omple te wi thout some notic e of the other .

During a marrie d lif e of thir ty-seven years, Hannah Gibbons w as

the assistan t o f her husband in e very good and noble w ork.

Possessed of a warm he art, a powerful, thoug h uncultiv ated

intelle ct, an excellent judgmen t, and gr eat sw eetness of disposi tion,

she was fit ted both b y natur e and tr aining to endur e wi thout

murmuring the inc onvenienc e and tr ouble inciden t to the r eception

and care of fug itiv es and to r ejoice that to her w as given the

oppor tuni ty of assisting them in their ef for ts to be fr ee.

The true me asure of gr eatness in a human soul, is i ts willingness

to suf fer f or i ts own good, or the g ood of i ts fellows, i ts self -

sacrif icing spiri t. Gr anting the truth o f this, one o f the gr eatest souls

was that o f Hannah W. Gibbons. The f ollo wing inciden t is a pr oof of

this:

In 1836, when she was no longer a young w oman, ther e came

to her home, one o f the poor est, most ignor ant, and f ilthiest o f

mankindÑa sla ve fr om the gr eat valley of Vir ginia. He was foot-sor e

and weary, and could not tell ho w he came, or who dir ected him.

He seemed inde ed, a missive dir ected and sent by the hand o f the

Almig hty. Before he could be cle ansed or r ecrui ted, he was taken

sick, and bef ore he could be r emoved (even if he c ould ha ve been
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truste d at the c ounty poor house ), his case was pronounc ed to be

small-po x. For six long w eeks did this g ood angel in human f orm,

at tend upon this unf or tuna te object. Reasons were found wh y no

one else could do i t, and wi th her o wn hands, she minister ed to

his wants, un til he w as restor ed to he alth. Such w as her lif e. This is

mer ely one case. She was always ready to do her dut y. Her in ter est

in good, never lef t her , for when almost d ying, she ar oused fr om

her le thar gy and asked if Abr aham Linc oln w as elected pr esident o f

the Uni ted States, which he w as a few days after wards. She always

predic ted a civil w ar, in the se t tlemen t o f the Slavery question.

During the last t wenty-f ive years of her lif e she was an elder in

the Socie ty of Friends, o f which she had al ways been an earnest,

consisten t, and de voted member . Her patienc e, self-denial, and

warm af fection w ere manif ested in every relation o f lif e. As a

daughter , wif e, mother , friend, and mistr ess of a famil y she was

beloved by all, and to her r elativ es and friends who ar e left behind,

the r emembr ance of her g ood deeds comes wafted lik e a perfume

fr om beyond the g olden gates. She survived her husband about

eight years, dying on the sixte enth o f the ten th mon th, 1860. Three

childr en, sons, were born to their marriag e, two of whom die d in

infanc y and one still (1871) survives.

To give some idea of the c ourse pursue d by Daniel and H annah

Gibbons, I inser t the f ollo wing le t ter , containing an ac count o f

events which took plac e in 1821:

ÒA short time sinc e, I learned tha t m y old friend, W illiam

Still, w as about to publish a histor y of the Under ground Rail

Road. His own experienc e in the ser vice of this r oad would

make a large volume. I w as brought up b y Daniel Gi bbons,

and am asked to say what I kno w of him as an aboli tionist.

From m y earliest r ecollection, he w as a friend to the c olor ed

people, and o ften hir ed them and paid them li beral wages.

His house w as a depot f or fug itiv es, and many hundr eds has

he helped on their w ay to fr eedom. Man y a dark nig ht he

has sent me to c arr y them vic tuals and chang e their plac es
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of r efuge, and take them to other pe opleÕs barns, when not

safe for him to g o. I have known him star t in the nig ht

and go f if ty miles wi th them, when the y were very hotl y

pursue d. One man and his wif e lived wi th him f or a long

time. Af ter wards the man liv ed wi th Thorn ton W alton. The

man w as hauling lumber fr om Columbia. H e was taken fr om

his te am in L ancaster, and lodg ed in Baltimor e jail. Daniel

Gibbons w ent to Baltimor e, visited the jail and trie d hard to

get him r eleased, but faile d. I would add her e, that Daniel

GibbonsÕ faithful wif e, one of the best w omen I e ver kne w,

was always ready, day or nig ht, to do all she possi bly could,

to help the poor fug itiv es on their w ay to fr eedom. Man y

inter esting inciden ts occurr ed at the home o f my uncle. I

will r elate one. H e had living wi th him a t one time, t wo

color ed men, Thomas Col ber t and John Stewart. The la t ter

was from Mar yland; John o ften said he w ould g o back and

get his wif e. My uncle ask ed him if he w as not afr aid of his

masterÕs catching him. H e said no, for his master kne w if

he under took to tak e him, he w ould kill him. H e did go and

brought his wif e to m y uncle Õs.

While these t wo large men, Tom and John, w ere ther e,

along came Rober t (other name unkno wn), in a bad plig ht,

his feet ble eding. Rober t w as put in the barn to thr ash, until

he could be f ixed up to g o again on his journe y. But in a

few days, behold, along c ame his master . He brought wi th

him tha t notorious c onstable, H aines, fr om Lancaster, and

one other man. The y came suddenl y upon Rober t; as soon

as he saw them he r an and jumpe d out o f the Òovershoot,Ó

some ten f eet do wn. I n jumping, he put one kne e out o f

join t. The men r an around the barn and seiz ed him. By this

time, the t wo color ed men, Tom and John, came, together

wi th m y uncle and a unt. Poor Rober t owned his master , but

John told them the y should not tak e him away, and was

going at them wi th a club. One o f the men dr ew a pistol to

shoot John, but uncle told him he had be t ter not shoot him;
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this w as not a slave State. Inasmuch as Rober t had o wned

his master , Uncle told J ohn he must submi t, so the y put

Rober t on a horse, and star ted wi th him. Af ter the y were

gone John said: ÒMr. Gibbons, just say the w ord, and I will

bring Rober t back.Ó Aunt said: ÒGo, John, go!Ó So John r an to

Joseph Rakestr awÕs and got a gun ( wi thout an y lock), and r an

across the f ields, wi th Tom af ter him, and he aded the par ty.

The men all r an except H aines, who k ept Rober t between

himself and J ohn, so tha t John should not shoot him. B ut

John c alled out to R ober t to dr op off tha t horse, or he w ould

shoot him. This R ober t did, and J ohn and T om br ought him

back in triumph. M y aunt said: ÒJohn, the e is a good f ellow,

thee has done well.Ó Rober t w as taken to Jesse Gilber tÕs barn,

and Dr . Dingee fixed his kne e. As soon as he was able to

tr avel, he took a Òbee-line Ó for the N or th star .

My lif e wi th m y uncle and a unt made me an aboli tionist.

I lef t them in the win ter o f 1824, and came to Salem, Ohio,

wher e I kept a small sta tion on the Under ground Rail Road,

until the Uni ted States governmen t took m y work away. I

have helped over t wo hundr ed fug itiv es on their w ay to

Canada.

Respectfull y,

DANIEL BONSALL,

Salem, Columbiana c ounty, Ohio.Ó

One day, in the win ter o f 1822, Thomas Johnson, a color ed man,

living wi th D aniel Gi bbons, went out e arly in the morning, to se t

tr aps for muskr ats. While he w as gone, a slave-holder c ame to the

house and inquir ed for his sla ve. Daniel Gi bbons said: ÒTher e is

no slave here of tha t name.Ó The man replied: ÒI know he is her e.

The man w eÕre after , is a miserable, wor thless, thie ving scoundr el.Ó

ÒOh! very well, then,Ó said the good Quak er, Òif thatÕs the kind o f

man the eÕs after , then I kno w he is not her e. We have a color ed

man her e, but he is not tha t kind o f a man.Ó The slaveholder w aited

awhile, the man not making his appe arance, then said: ÒWell, now,
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Mr . Gibbons, when y ou see that man ne xt, tell him tha t w e were

here, and if he will c ome home, w e will tak e good care of him, and

be kind to him. Ó ÒVery well,Ó said Daniel, ÒI will tell him wha t the e

says, but say to him a t the same time, tha t he is a very great f ool, if

he does as thee requests.Ó The color ed man soug ht, having c aught

sight o f the sla veholders, and kno wing who the y were, went o ff tha t

night, under D aniel Gi bbonsÕ directions, and w as never seen by his

master again. Af ter ward, Daniel and his nephe w, William Gi bbons,

went wi th this man to Adams c ounty. With his master c ame the

master o f Mar y, a gir l wi th str aight hair , and nearly whi te, who liv ed

wi th D aniel Gi bbons and his wif e. Poor Mar y was unfor tuna te. Her

master c aught her , and took her back wi th him in to Slavery. She and

a lit tle g ir l, who w as taken away about the y ear 1830, were the onl y

ones ever tak en back fr om the house o f Daniel Gi bbons.

Between the time o f his marriag e, when he began to k eep a depot

on the Under ground Rail Road, and the y ear 1824, he passed mor e

than one hundr ed slaves thr ough to Canada, and be tween the la t ter

time and his de ath, eig ht hundr ed mor e, making, in all nine hundr ed

aided by him. H e was ever willing to sacrif ice his own personal

comf or t and c onvenienc e, in or der to assist fug itiv es. In 1833, when

on his w ay to the W est, in a carriag e, wi th his friend, Thomas P eart,

also a most fai thful friend o f the c olor ed man and in ter ested in

Under ground Rail Road affairs, he f ound a fug itiv e slave, a woman,

in Adams county, who w as in imme diate dang er. He stoppe d his

journe y, and sent his horse and w agon back to his o wn home wi th

the w oman, tha t being the onl y safe way of get ting her o ff. This w as

but a sample o f his self -denial, in the c ause of human fr eedom.

His want o f abili ty to guide in person runa way slaves, or to tr avel

wi th them, pr evented him fr om taking ac tiv e part in the w onderful

adventur es and hair -br eadth escapes which his br ain and tac t

render ed possible and suc cessful. It is belie ved tha t no sla ve was

ever r ecaptur ed tha t f ollo wed his dir ections. Some times the

aboli tionists w ere much anno yed by impostors, who pr etende d to

be runa ways, in or der to disc over their plans, and be tr ay them to the

slave-holders. D aniel Gi bbons w as possessed of much acuteness in
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detecting these pe ople, but ha ving de tected them, he ne ver tr eated

them harshl y or unkindl y.

Almost fr om infanc y, he was distinguishe d for the gr avity of his

depor tmen t, and his ut ter he edlessness of small things. The wri ter

has heard men pr each the doc trine o f the trif ling v alue of the things

of a pr esent time, and o f the tr emendous impor tanc e of those o f

a never-ending e terni ty, but D aniel Gi bbons is the onl y person she

ever kne w, who liv ed tha t doc trine. H e believed in plainness o f

apparel as taught by Friends, not as a f orm or a rule o f socie ty,

but as a principle; o ften quoting fr om some one who said tha t Òthe

adornmen t o f a vain and f oolish w or ld, would f eed a star ving one.Ó

He opposed extr avagant fashions and all luxur y of habi t and lif e, as

calculated to pr oduce effeminac y and degr ading sensuali ty, and as

a bestowal of idola tr ous at ten tion upon tha t bod y which he w ould

often say Òwas here but f or a shor t time. Ó

Looking onl y upon tha t as relig ion, which made men lo ve each

other and do g ood to e ach other in this w or ld, he w as lit tle o f

a stickler f or poin ts of belief, and e ven when he did look in to

theolog ical mat ters or denounc e a manÕs relig ious opinions, i t w as

generally because they were calculated to dar ken the mind and be

enter taine d as a substi tute f or good w orks. Pursuing the e ven tenor

of his w ay, he could as easily lead the f lying fug itiv e slave by nig ht

out o f the w ay of his po werful master , as one dif ferentl y consti tute d

could besto w his w ealth upon the most popular chari ty in the land.

His fai th w as of the simplest kindÑthe P arable of the pr odigal son,

contains his cr eed. Discarding wha t ar e commonl y called Òplans of

salvation,Ó he believed in the lig ht Òwhich lighteth every man tha t

cometh in to the w or ld,Ó and that if pe ople w ould f ollo w this lig ht,

they would thus se ek Òthe kingdom o f Heaven and i ts rig hteousness

and all other things ne edful w ould be adde d ther eunto.Ó He was a

devoted member o f the Socie ty of Friends, in which he held the

posi tion o f elder , during the last t wenty-f ive years of his lif e. That

peculiar doc trine o f the Socie ty, which r epudia tes systematic

divini ty and wi th i t a paid ministr y, he held in spe cial r everence,
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f inding c onf irma tion o f i ts truth in the g eneral advocacy of Slavery,

by the popular cler gy of his day.

When he w as quite advanced in y ears, and the An ti-sla very

agitation gr ew w arm, he w as solici ted to join an an ti-sla very society,

but on he aring the c onsti tution r ead, and f inding tha t i t r epudia ted

all use of physical force on the par t o f the oppr essed in gaining

their li ber ty, he said tha t he c ould not assen t to tha tÑtha t he had

long been engaged in g et ting o ff slaves, and that he had al ways

advised them to use f orce, althoug h remonstr ating against g oing to

the exten t o f taking lif e, and that no w he could not r ecede fr om

that posi tion, and he did not se e how the y could al ways be got o ff

wi thout the use o f some force.

His fai th in an o verruling Pr ovidenc e was comple te. He believed,

even in the dar kest days of fr eedom in our land, in the ultima te

extinc tion o f Slavery, and at times, althoug h advanced in y ears,

thoug ht he w ould liv e to wi tness tha t g lorious c onsumma tion. I t is

only in a man Õs own famil y and by his wif e and childr en, tha t he is

really known, and i t is b y those who best kne w, and inde ed, who

only knew this g ood man, tha t his biogr apher is most anxious tha t

he should be judg ed. As a parent, he w as not excessively indulg ent,

as a husband, one mor e nearly a model is r arely found. But his

kindness in domestic lif e, his love for his wif e, his son and his

grandchildr en, and their r ecipr ocal love and affection f or him, no

words can expr ess.

It w as in his fa therÕs household in his y outh and in his o wn

household in his ma tur e years, that w as foster ed tha t w ealth o f love

and affection, which, e xtending and widening, took in the whole

race, and made him the friend o f the oppr essed everywher e, and

especiall y of those whom i t w as a dangerous and unpopular task to

befriend.

The tenderness and thoug htfulness o f his disposi tion ar e well

shown in the f ollo wing inciden t: Upon one oc casion, his son

received a kick fr om a horse, which he w as about to moun t at the

door . When he had r ecovered fr om the shock, and i t w as found

that he w as not seriousl y in jured, the fa ther still c ontinue d to look
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serious, and did not c ease to shed tears. On being asked wh y he

grieved, his answer w as: ÒI was just thinking ho w i t w ould ha ve been

wi th the e, had that str oke proved fatal.Ó Such thoug hts were at onc e

the notes o f his o wn pr eparation and a w arning to others to be also

ready.

A life consisten t wi th his vie ws, was a life of humili ty and univ ersal

benevolenc e, and such w as his. It w as a life, as it w ere in Heaven,

while y et on e arth, f or i t soar ed above and beyond the c orrupt and

slavish inf luenc es of earthl y passions.

His in ter est in temper ance never faile d him. On his de ath-be d he

would c all persons to him, who ne eded such advice, and admonish

them on the subje ct o f using str ong drinks, and his last e xpr ession of

inter est in an y humani tarian mo vement, w as an avowal of his belief

in the gr eat good to arise fr om a pr ohi bi tor y liquor la w.

To a friend, who en ter ed his sick r oom, a few days before his

death, he said: ÒWell, E., thee is pr eparing to g o to the W est.Ó The

friend r eplied: ÒYes, and Daniel, I suppose the e is pr eparing to g o to

eterni ty.Ó There was an aff irma tiv e reply, and E. inquir ed, ÒHow does

thee find i t?Ó Daniel said: ÒI donÕt find much to do, I f ind tha t I ha ve

not g ot a har d master to de al wi th. Some f ew things which I ha ve

done, I f ind not en tir ely rig ht.Ó He qui t ted the e arthl y service of the

Master , on the 17th day of the eig hth mon th, 1852.

A young ph ysician, son o f one o f his old friends, af ter a t tending

his funer al, wr ote to a friend, as f ollo ws: ÒTo quote the w ords of

Webster , ÔWe turne d and paused, and joine d our v oices with the

voices of the air , and bade him hail! and far ewell!Õ Farewell, kind

and br ave old man! The v oices of the oppr essed whom thou hast

redeemed, welcome the e to the E ternal Ci ty.Ó
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Lucretia Mott

Of all the w omen who ser ved the An ti-sla very cause in i ts dar kest

days, ther e is not one whose labors w ere mor e effectiv e, whose

character is nobler , and who is mor e universally respected and

beloved, than Lucr etia M ot t. You cannot spe ak of the sla ve wi thout

remembering her , who did so much to mak e Slavery impossi ble.

You cannot spe ak of fr eedom, wi thout r ecalling tha t enfr anchised

spiri t, which, fr ee fr om all c ontr ol, save that o f conscienc e and God,

labor ed for absolute li ber ty for the whole human r ace. We cannot

think o f the par tial triumph o f fr eedom in this c ountr y, wi thout

rejoicing in the gr eat par t she took in the vic tor y. Lucr etia M ot t is

one of the noblest r epresentativ es of ide al womanhood. Those who

know her , need not be told this, but those who onl y love her in

the spiri t, may be sure that the y can have no fai th too gr eat in the

beaut y of her pur e and Christian lif e.

This book w ould be inc omple te wi thout g iving some ac count,

however brief, o f Lucr etia M ot tÕs character and labors in the gr eat

work to which her lif e has been devoted. To wri te i t full y would

requir e a volume. She was born in 1793, in the island o f Nantuck et,

and is descended fr om the Co ff ins and Mac ys, on the fa therÕs side,

and fr om the F olgers, on the motherÕs side, and thr ough them is

related to Dr . Benjamin Franklin. H er maiden name w as Lucretia

Coff in.

During the absenc e of her fa ther on a long v oyage, her mother

was engaged in mer cantile business, pur chasing goods in Boston, in

exchange for oil and c andles, the staples o f the island. Mrs. M ot t

says in r eference to this emplo yment: ÒThe exercise of womenÕs

talen t in this line, as w ell as the general care which de volved upon

them in the absenc e of their husbands, tende d to de velop their

intelle ctual po wers, and str engthene d them men tall y and

physically.Ó

The famil y removed to Boston in 1804. H er par ents belong ed to
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the r elig ious Society of Friends, and c arefull y cultiv ated in their

childr en, the pe culiari ties as well as the principles o f tha t sect. To

this e arly tr aining, w e may ascri be the rig id adher ence of Mrs. M ot t,

to the be autiful but sober c ostume o f the Socie ty.

When in London, in 1840 , she visited the Zoolog ical Gardens, and

a gentleman o f the par ty, poin ting out the splendid plumag e of

some tr opic al bir ds, remarked: ÒYou see, Mrs. M ot t, our he avenly

Father belie ves in brig ht colors. H ow much i t w ould tak e fr om our

pleasure, if all the bir ds were dressed in dr ab.Ó ÒYes;Ó she replied,

Òbut immor tal beings do not depend upon f eathers f or their

at tr actions. W ith the inf ini te variety of the human fac e and form, o f

thoug ht, f eeling and af fection, w e do not ne ed gorgeous apparel to

distinguish us. M oreover, if i t is f it ting tha t w oman should dr ess in

every color o f the r ainbow, why not man also ? Clergymen, wi th their

black clothes and whi te cr avats, are qui te as monotonous as the

Quakers.Ó Whatever may be the abstr act meri t o f this ar gument, i t

is certain tha t the simplici ty of Lucr etia M ot tÕs natur e, is beautifull y

expr essed by her habi tual c ostume.

In giving the principal e vents of Lucr etia M ot tÕs lif e, we prefer to

use her own languag e whenever possi ble. In memor anda furnishe d

by her to Elizabe th Cady Stanton, she says: ÒMy father had a desir e

to mak e his daughters useful. A t f our teen years of age, I was placed,

wi th a younger sister , at the F riendsÕ Boarding School, in Dutchess

county, State o f New York, and continue d ther e for mor e than t wo

years, wi thout r eturning home. A t f if teen, one of the te achers

leaving the school, I w as chosen as an assistant in her plac e. Pleased

wi th the pr omotion, I str ove hard to g ive satisfac tion, and w as

gratif ied, on leaving the school, to ha ve an offer of a situation as

teacher if I w as disposed to r emain; and inf orme d tha t m y services

should en ti tle another sister to her e ducation, wi thout char ge. My

father w as at tha t time, in suc cessful business in Boston, but wi th

his views of the impor tanc e of tr aining a w oman to usefulness, he

and my mother ga ve their c onsent to another y ear being de voted to

that insti tution. Ó Here is another instanc e of the imme asurable value

of wise par ental inf luenc e.
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In 1809 Lucr etia joine d her famil y in Philadelphia, whi ther the y

had removed. ÒAt the e arly age of eighteen,Ó she says, ÒI married

James Mot t, o f New YorkÑan at tachmen t f orme d while a t the

boarding-school. Ó Mr. Mot t en ter ed in to business wi th her fa ther .

Then f ollo wed commer cial depr essions, the w ar of 1812, the death

of her fa ther , and the famil y became involved in dif f iculties. Mrs.

Mot t w as again obliged to r esume teaching. ÒThese trials,Ó she says,

Òin early lif e, were not wi thout their g ood ef fect in disciplining the

mind, and le ading i t to se t a just estima te on w or ldl y pleasures.Ó

To this e arly tr aining, to the e xample o f a noble fa ther and

excellent mother , to the trials which c ame so quickl y in her lif e, the

rapid developmen t o f Mrs. M ot tÕs intelle ct is no doubt gr eatl y due.

Thus the f oundation w as laid, which has enable d her , for mor e than

fif ty years, to be one o f the gr eat w orkers in the c ause of suf fering

humani ty. These are golden w ords which w e quote fr om her o wn

modest notes: ÒI, however, always loved the g ood, in childhood

desir ed to do the rig ht, and had no fai th in the g enerally received

idea of human depr avity.Ó Yes, it w as because she believed in human

vir tue, tha t she w as enabled to ac complish such a w onderful w ork.

She had the inspir ation o f fai th, and en ter ed her lif e-ba t tle against

Slavery wi th a divine hope, and not wi th a g loom y despair .

The next gr eat step in Lucr etia M ot tÕs career, was taken at the ag e

of t wenty-f ive, when, Òsummone d by a li t tle famil y and man y cares,

I felt c alled to a mor e public lif e of devotion to dut y, and engaged in

the ministr y in our Socie ty.Ó

In 1827 when the Society was divided Mrs. M ot tÕs convictions le d

her Òto adhere to the suf f icienc y of the lig ht wi thin us, r esting

on the truth as a uthori ty, rather than Ôtaking authori ty for truth. 'Ó

We may f ind no be t ter plac e than this to r efer to her r elations

to Christiani ty. There are many people who do not belie ve in the

progress of r elig ion. The y are rig ht in one r espect. GodÕs truth

cannot be pr ogressive because it is absolute, immutable and e ternal.

But the human r ace is strugg ling up to a hig her c ompr ehension

of i ts own destin y and of the m ysterious purposes o f God so far

as they are revealed to our f ini te in tellig ence. It is in this sense
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that r elig ion is pr ogressive. The Christiani ty of this ag e ought to

be mor e intellig ent than the Christiani ty of Calvin. ÒThe popular

doctrine o f human depr avity,Ó says Mrs. M ot t, Ònever commende d

itself to m y reason or c onscienc e. I searched the Scriptur es daily,

f inding a c onstruc tion o f the te xt wholl y dif ferent fr om tha t which

was pressed upon our ac ceptanc e. The highest evidenc e of a sound

fai th being the pr actic al lif e of the Christian, I ha ve felt a far gr eater

inter est in the mor al movements of our ag e than in an y the olog ical

discussion.Ó Her lif e is a noble evidenc e of the sinc eri ty of this belief.

She has translated Christian principles in to dail y deeds.

That spiri t o f benevolenc e which Mrs. M ot t possesses in a degr ee

far above the average, of necessity had countless modes o f

expr ession. She was not so much a champion o f any par ticular

cause as of all r eforms. I t w as said of Char les Lamb tha t he c ould

not e ven hear the de vil abused wi thout tr ying to sa y something in

his favor, and wi th all Mrs. M ot tÕs intense hatr ed of Slavery we do

not think she e ver had one unkind f eeling to ward the sla ve-holder .

Her long est, and pr obably her noblest w ork, was done in the an ti-

slavery cause. ÒThe millions o f down-tr odden slaves in our land, Ó

she says, Òbeing the greatest suf ferers, the most oppr essed class, I

have felt bound to ple ad their c ause, in season and out o f season,

to ende avor to put m y soul in their soulÕs stead, and to aid, all in

my power, in every rig ht ef for t f or their imme diate emancipa tion.Ó

When in 1833, Wm. Lloyd Garrison took the gr ound o f imme diate

emancipa tion and ur ged the dut y of unc ondi tional li ber ty wi thout

expatria tion, Mrs. M ot t took an ac tiv e part in the mo vement. She

was one of the f ounders o f the Philadelphia F emale Anti-Sla very

Society in 1834. ÒBeing activ ely associated in the ef for ts for the

slaveÕs redemption, Ó she says, ÒI have tr aveled thousands o f miles

in this c ountr y, holding me etings in some o f the sla ve states, have

been in the midst o f mobs and violenc e, and have shared abundan tl y

in the odium a t tached to the name o f an unc ompr omising modern

aboli tionist, as w ell as par taken richl y of the sw eet r eturn o f peace

at tendan t on those who w ould Ôundo the he avy bur dens and le t

the oppr essed go fr ee, and break every yoke.'Ó In 1840 she at tende d
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the W or ldÕs Anti-Sla very Convention in London. Be cause she was a

woman she w as not admi t ted as a delegate. All the f emale delegates,

however, were tr eated wi th c our tesy, thoug h not wi th justic e. Mrs.

Mot t spok e fr equentl y in the li beral chur ches of England, and her

inf luenc e outside o f the Con vention had gr eat ef fect on the An ti-

Slavery movement in Gr eat Bri tain.

But the v alue of Mrs. M ot tÕs anti-sla very work is not limi ted to

what she individuall y did, gr eat as tha t labor w as. Her inf luenc e

over others, and espe ciall y the y oung, w as extr aordinar y. She made

many converts, who w ent f or th to spr ead the gr eat ide as of fr eedom

thr oughout the land. N o one can of himself ac complish gr eat good.

He must labor thr ough others, he must inspir e them, c onvinc e the

unbelie ving, kindle the f ir es of fai th in doubting souls, and in the

unequal f ight o f Right wi th W rong make Hope take the plac e of

despair . This Lucr etia M ot t has done. H er example w as an

inspir ation.

In the T emper ance reform Mrs. M ot t took an e arly in ter est, and

for man y years she has practic ed total abstinenc e fr om in toxicating

drinks. I n the c ause of Peace she has been ever activ e, believing in

the Òultr a non-r esistance ground, tha t no Christian c an consisten tl y

uphold and ac tiv ely engage in and suppor t a governmen t based on

the sw ord.Ó Yet this, w e believe, did not pr event her fr om taking

a profound in ter est in the gr eat w ar for the Union; thoug h she

deplor ed the me ans, her soul must ha ve exulte d in the r esult.

Thr ough anguish and te ars, blood and de ath Americ a wrought out

her salvation. Do w e not belie ve that the Uni ted States leads the

cause of human fr eedom? It f ollo ws then tha t the aboli tion o f the

gigantic system o f human sla very in this c ountr y is the gr andest

event in modern histor y. Mrs. M ot t has also been earnestl y engaged

in aid o f the w orking classes, and has labor ed effectiv ely for Òa

radical change in the system which mak es the rich richer , and the

poor poor er.Ó In the W omanÕs Rights question she w as early

inter ested, and wi th Mrs. Elizabe th Cady Stanton, she or ganized,

in 1848, a WomanÕs RightsÕ Convention a t Seneca Falls, New York.
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At the pr oceedings o f this me eting, Òthe nation w as convulsed wi th

laughter .Ó But who la ughs now at this irr esisti ble r eform ?

The public c areer of Lucr etia M ot t is in perf ect harmon y wi th

her priv ate lif e. ÒMy lif e in the domestic spher e,Ó she says, Òhas

passed much as tha t o f other wiv es and mothers o f this c ountr y.

I have had six childr en. Not accustome d to r esigning them to the

care of a nurse, I w as much conf ined to them during their infanc y

and childhood. Ó Not wi thstanding her de votion to public ma t ters

her priv ate duties w ere never neg lected. Many of our r eaders will

no doubt r emember Mrs. M ot t at Anti-sla very meetings, her mind

inten tl y f ixed upon the pr oceedings, while her hands w ere as busily

engaged in useful se wing or kni t ting. I t is not our plac e to inquir e

too closel y in to this social cir cle, but w e may say tha t Mrs. M ot tÕs

histor y is a living pr oof tha t the hig hest public duties ma y be

reconcile d wi th perf ect f ideli ty to priv ate r esponsibili ties. I t is so

wi th men, wh y should i t be dif ferent wi th w omen?

In her marriag e, Mrs. M ot t w as for tuna te. James Mot t w as a

wor th y par tner f or such a w oman. He was born in June, 1788, in

Long I sland. He was an anti-sla very man, almost bef ore such a

thing as an ti-sla very was known. I n 1812 he refused to use an y

article which w as produced by slave labor . The dir ectors o f tha t

greatest o f all r ailway corpor ations, the Under ground Rail Road,

will ne ver f orget his ser vices. He died, January 26, 1868, having

nearly comple ted his 80th y ear. ÒNot onl y in r egard to Slavery,Ó

said the ÒPhiladelphia M orning P ost,Ó at the time, Òbut in all things

was Mr. Mot t a r eformer , and a radical, and while his principles

were absolute, and his opinions unc ompr omising, his na tur e was

singular ly generous and humane. Chari ty was not to him a dut y,

but a delig ht; and the bene volenc e, which, in most g ood men, has

some touch o f vanity or self ishness, always seemed in him pur e,

unconscious and disin ter ested. His lif e was long and happ y, and

useful to his f ellow-men. H e had been marrie d for f if ty-seven years,

and none o f the man y friends o f James and Lucr etia M ot t, need be

told ho w much tha t union me ant, nor wha t sorr ow comes wi th i ts

end in this w or ld.Ó Mary Grew pr onounc ed his f it ting epi taph when
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she said: ÒHe was ever calm, steadfast, and str ong in the f ore fr ont

of the c onf lic t.Ó

In her seventy-nin th y ear, the ener gy of Lucr etia M ot t is

undiminishe d, and her soul is as ar dent in the c ause to which her

lif e has been devoted, as when in her y outh she plac ed the will o f a

true w oman against the impotenc e of pr ejudic ed millions. W ith the

aboli tion o f Slavery, and the passage of the F if teenth Amendmen t,

her gr eatest lif e-w ork ended. Since then, she has g iven much o f her

time to the F emale Suf fr age movement, and so la te as November ,

1871, she took an activ e part in the Annual M eeting o f the

Pennsylvania Peace Society.

Since the gr eat law w as enacted, which made all men, black or

whi te, equal in poli tic al rig htsÑas the y were always equal in the

sight o f GodÑ Mrs. M ot t has made i t her business to visi t every

color ed chur ch in Philadelphia. This w e may regard as the f ormal

closing o f f if ty years of work in behalf o f a race which she has

seen raised fr om a posi tion o f abject ser vitude, to one hig her than

that o f a monar chÕs thr one. But thoug h she may have ended this

Anti-sla very work, which is but the f oundation o f the destin y of the

color ed race in Americ a, her inf luenc e is not ende dÑ that cannot

die; i t must liv e and grow and de epen, and generations henc e the

wor ld will be happier and be t ter tha t Lucr etia M ot t liv ed and

labor ed for the g ood of all mankind.
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James Miller McKim

More vividl y than i t is possi ble for the pen to por tr ay, the subject o f

this sk etch r ecalls the strugg les of the w orst y ears of Slavery, when

the c onf lic t w as most exci ting and in ter esting, when mor e minds

were aroused, and mor e labor ers were hard at w ork in the f ield;

when mor e anti-sla very speeches were made, tr acts, papers, and

books, were wri t ten, prin ted and distri bute d; when mor e peti tions

were signed for the aboli tion o f Slavery; in a w ord, when the

barbarism o f Slavery was more exposed and condemne d than e ver

before, in the same length o f time. Aboli tionists w ere then in tensel y

in earnest, and de termine d never to hold their pe ace or c ease their

warfar e, until immediate and unconditional emancipa tion w as

achieved.

On the other hand, during this same period, i t is not v enturing

too much to asser t tha t the sla ve power w as more oppr essive than

ever bef ore; slave enactmen ts mor e cruel; the spiri t o f Slavery mor e

intoler ant; the f et ters mor e tig htl y dr awn; perilous esc apes more

fr equent; slave captur es and slave hunts mor e appalling; in shor t,

the enslavers of the r ace had never bef ore so def iantl y assumed tha t

negro Slavery was sanctione d by the Divine la ws of God.

Thus, while these opposing ag encies w ere hotl y contesting the

rig hts of man, James Miller M cKim, as one of the e arliest, most

fai thful, and ablest aboli tionists in P ennsylvania, occupie d a posi tion

of inf luenc e, labor and usefulness, sc arcely second to Mr . Garrison.

For at le ast four teen of the e ventful y ears referr ed to, i t w as the

wri terÕs privileg e to oc cupy a position in the An ti-sla very off ice wi th

Mr . McKim, and the best oppor tuni ty was thus af forded to obser ve

him under all cir cumstanc es while ba t tling f or fr eedom. As a helper

and friend o f the f leeing bondman, in number less instanc es the

wri ter has mar ked well his kind and bene volent spiri t, bef ore and

after the f orma tion o f the la te Vigilanc e Commi t tee. At all times

when the funds w ere inadequate, his aid c ould be c ounted upon f or
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sure relief. H e never faile d the fug itiv e in the hour o f need. Whether

on the Under ground Rail Road bound f or Canada, or bef ore a United

States commissioner tr ying a fug itiv e case, the slave found no truer

friend than Mr . McKim.

If the r ecords of the Pennsylvania Society for Pr omoting the

Aboli tion o f Slavery, and the Pennsylvania Anti-sla very Society were

examine d and wri t ten out b y a pen, as competen t as Mr . McKimÕs,

two or thr ee volumes o f a most thrilling, in ter esting, and v aluable

character c ould be furnishe d to posteri ty. But as his labors ha ve

been por tr ayed for these pag es, by a hand much mor e competen t

than the wri terÕs, it onl y remains to pr esent i t as follo ws:

The subject o f this sk etch w as born in Car lisle, Pennsylvania,

November 14, 1810, the oldest but one o f eight childr en. On his

fatherÕs side, he was of Scotch I rish, on his motherÕs (Miller ) of

German desc ent. He graduated at Dickinson Colleg e in 1828; and

entering upon the stud y of medicine, a t tende d one or mor e courses

of lectur es in the Univ ersi ty of Pennsylvania. Before he was ready

to tak e his degr ee, his mind w as powerfull y turne d to wards relig ion,

and he r elinquishe d medicine f or the stud y of divini ty, entering

the The olog ical Seminar y at Princ eton, in the fall o f 1831, and a

year later , being matricula ted at Ando ver. The death o f his par ents,

however, and subsequentl y tha t o f his oldest br other , made his

connection wi th both these insti tutions a v ery brief one, and he

was obliged, as the char ge of the famil y now devolved upon him, to

continue his studies priv atel y at home, under the friendl y dir ection

of the la te Dr . Duff ield. An ar dent and pr onounc ed disciple o f the

ÒNew SchoolÓ of Presbyterians, belong ing to a str ongly Old School

Presbyter y; he was able to secur e license and or dination only by

tr ansfer to another; and, in O ctober , 1835, he accepted a pulpi t in

Womelsdorf, Ber ks County, Pa., where he pr eached for one y ear, to

a Presbyterian c ongr egation, to wha t purpose, and wi th wha t vie ws,

may be learned fr om the f ollo wing passage taken fr om one o f his

let ters, wri t ten mor e than t wenty years after wards, to the National

Anti-Slaver y Standar d. ÒThe f irst se t tle d pastor o f this li t tle f lock

was one suff icien tl y well-kno wn to such o f your r eaders as will

1080 | The Under ground Railr oad



be in ter ested in this, to mak e mention o f his name unne cessary.

He had studie d for the ministr y wi th a str ong desir e, and a half

forme d purpose to be come a missionar y in f oreign lands. Before he

had pr oceeded far in his studies, ho wever, he became alive to the

claims o f the Ôperishing he athen Õ here at home. W hen he r eceived

his lic ensure, his mind w as divided between the still f elt impulse o f

his f irst purpose and the pr essure of his la ter c onvictions. W hile y et

unset tle d on this poin t, the c ase of the li t tle chur ch at Womelsdorf

was made known to him, f ollo wed by an ur gent r equest fr om the

people and fr om the H ome Missionar y Society to tak e charge of i t.

He acceded to the r equest and r emained ther e one year, zealously

perf orming the duties o f his o ff ice to the best o f his kno wledge and

abili ty. The people, earnest and simple-he arted, desir ed the Ôsincere

milk o f the W ord,Õ and receiving i t Ôgrew ther eby.Õ All the members of

the chur ch became avowed aboli tionists. The y showed their fai th b y

their w orks, contri buting li berally to the funds o f the An ti-sla very

Society. Many a seasonable donation has our P ennsylvania

organization r eceived fr om tha t quar ter . For thoug h their an ti-

slavery minister had lef t and had be en follo wed by others o f

dif ferent sentimen ts and thoug h he had wi thdr awn fr om the chur ch

wi th which the y were in common c onnected, and tha t on gr ounds

which subje cted him to the imputa tion and penalties af her esy,

these good people did not f eel called upon to chang e their r elations

of personal friendship, nor did the y make it a pr etext, as others ha ve

done, for abandoning the c ause.Ó

In October , 1836, he accepted a lecturing ag ency under the

Americ an Anti-sla very Society, as one of the Òseventy,Ó gather ed

fr om all pr ofessions, whom The odor e D. Weld had b y his eloquenc e

inspir ed to spr ead the gospel of emancipa tion. Mr . McKim had long

before this had his a t ten tion dr awn to the subje ct o f slavery, in

the summer o f 1832; and the reading o f Garrison Õs ÒThoug hts on

Coloniza tion,Ó at onc e made him an aboli tionist. H e was an

appoin ted delegate to the Con vention which f orme d the Americ an

Anti-sla very Society, and enjoyed the distinc tion o f being the
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youngest member o f tha t bod y.1Hencefor th the obje ct o f the

society, and of his ministr y became insepar able in his mind.

In the f ollo wing summer , 1834, he delivered in Car lisle t wo

addresses in favor o f imme diate emancipa tion, which e xci ted much

discussion and bi t ter f eeling in tha t bor der c ommuni ty, and gained

him no li t tle obloqu y, which w as of course incr eased when, as a

lectur er, on the r egular stipend o f eight dollars a w eek and tr avelling

expenses, (Òpocket line d wi th Bri tish g oldÓ was the curr ent char ge),

he tr aversed his nativ e state, among a pe ople in the closest

geographical, commer cial, and social c ontact wi th the system o f

slavery. His fate w as not dif ferent fr om tha t o f his c olleagues, in

respect o f in terruptions o f his me etings b y mob violenc e, personal

assaults wi th stale eggs and other mor e dangerous missiles, and

a public sen timen t which e verywher e encour aged and pr otected

the rioters.M eantime, a r adical change of opinion on the olog ical

questions, le d Mr . McKim f ormall y to sever his c onnection wi th the

Presbyterian Chur ch, and ministr y. Being now fr ee to act wi thout

sectarian c onstr aint, he w as, in the beg inning o f 1840, made

Publishing Ag ent o f the Pennsylvania Anti-sla very Society, which

caused him to se t tle in P hiladelphia, wher e he was marrie d, in

October , to Sarah A. Speakman, of Chester c ounty. The chief duties

of his o ff ice at f irst, w ere the public ation and manag ement o f

the Pennsylvania Fr eeman, including, f or an in ter val after the

retir ement o f John G. Whi t tier , the edi torial c onduc t o f tha t paper .

In course o f time his func tions w ere enlarged, and under the ti tle o f

Corr esponding Secretar y, he perf orme d the par t o f a factotum and

general manager, wi th a shar e in all the an ti-sla very work, local and

1.It may be a mat ter o f some in ter est to sta te tha t the

orig inal dr aft o f the De claration o f Sentimen ts adopte d

at this me eting, tog ether wi th the a utogr aphs of the

signers, is no w in the k eeping o f the N ew York Historic al

Society.
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national. Af ter the c onsolida tion o f the Freeman wi th the Standard,

in 1854, he became the o ff icial c orr esponden t o f the la t ter paper ,

his let ters ser ving to some e xten t as a substi tute f or the

discontinue d Freeman. The oper ations o f the Under ground Rail

Road came under his r eview and par tial c ontr ol, as has already

appeared in these pag es, and the slave cases which c ame before the

cour ts claime d a large share of his at ten tion. Af ter the passag e of the

Fugitiv e Slave Law, in 1851, his duties in this r espect w ere arduous

and various, as may be inf err ed fr om one o f his priv ate le t ters to an

English friend, which f ound i ts w ay in to prin t abr oad, and which will

be found in another plac e. (See p. 581).

During the J ohn Brown exci temen t Mr . McKim had the privileg e

of accompanying Mrs. B rown in her melanchol y err and to H arperÕs

Ferr y, to tak e her last le ave of her husband bef ore his execution,

and to bring a way the bod y. His companions on tha t painful but

memor able journe y, were his wif e, and Hector Tyndale, Esq.,

after wards honor ably distinguishe d in the w ar as General Tyndale.

Returning wi th the bod y of the her o and mar tyr, still in c ompany

wi th Mrs. B rown, Mr . McKim pr oceeded to N or th El ba, wher e he

and Wendell Phillips, who had joine d him in N ew York wi th a f ew

other friends ga ther ed fr om the neig hbor hood, assisted in the f inal

obsequies.

When the w ar br oke out, Mr . McKim w as one of the f irst to

welcome i t as the harbing er of the sla veÕs deliverance, and the

countr yÕs redemption. ÒA righteous war,Ó he said, Òis bet ter than a

corrupt pe ace. * * * When w ar can onl y be averted by consenting

to crime, then w elcome w ar wi th all i ts calamities.Ó In the win ter

of 1862, after the c aptur e of Por t Royal, he pr ocur ed the c alling

of a public me eting o f the ci tiz ens of Philadelphia to c onsider and

provide f or the w ants of the ten thousand sla ves who had be en

suddenl y li berated. One of the r esults o f this me eting w as the

organization o f the Philadelphia P or t Royal Relief Commi t tee. By

request he visi ted the Sea Islands, accompanie d by his daughter , and

on his r eturn made a r epor t which ser ved his associates as a basis of
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oper ations, and which w as republishe d extensiv ely in this c ountr y

and abroad.

After the pr oclamation o f emancipa tion, he ad vocated an early

dissolution o f the an ti-sla very or ganization, and a t the Ma y Meeting

of the Americ an Anti-sla very Society, in 1864, intr oduced a

proposi tion looking to tha t r esult. I t w as favorably received by Mr .

Garrison and others, but no ac tion w as taken upon i t at tha t time.

When the question c ame up the f ollo wing y ear, the pr oposi tion to

disband w as earnestl y suppor ted by Mr . Garrison, Mr . Quinc y, Mr .

May, Mr . Johnson, and others, but w as strongly opposed by Wendell

Phillips and his friends, among whom fr om Philadelphia w ere Mrs.

Mot t, Miss Gr ew, and Rober t Pur vis, and was decided by a vote in

the negativ e.

Mr . McKim w as an early advocate of color ed enlistmen ts, as a

means of lif ting up the blacks and put ting do wn the r ebellion. I n

the spring o f 1863, he urged upon the P hiladelphia Union Le ague,

of which he w as a member, the dut y of r ecrui ting c olor ed soldiers;

as the r esult, on motion o f Thomas W ebster , Esq., a movement

was set on f oot which le d to the or ganization o f the Philadelphia

Super visor y Commi t tee, and the subsequent establishmen t o f Camp

William P enn, wi th the addi tion to the na tional arm y, of eleven

color ed regimen ts.

When, in N ovember , 1863, the Por t Royal Relief Commi t tee was

enlar ged in to the P ennsylvania FreedmanÕs Relief Association, Mr .

McKim w as made its corr esponding se cretar y. He had pr eviousl y

resigned his plac e in the An ti-sla very Society, believing tha t tha t

organization w as near the end o f i ts usefulness.
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EMINENT ANTI-SLAVERY MEN

J. MILLER McKIM

See p. 654.

REV. WILLIAM H. FURNESS

See p. 659.
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WILLIAM LL OYD GARRISON

See p. 665.

LEWIS TAPPAN

See p. 680.

In the fr eedmenÕs work, he tr aveled extensiv ely, and worked hard,

establishing schools a t the South and or ganizing public sen timen t in

the fr ee States. In the spring o f 1865, he was made corr esponding

secretar y of the Americ an FreedmanÕs Commission, which he had

helped to establish, and took up his r esidence in the ci ty of New

York. This association w as after wards amplif ied, in name and sc ope,

into the Americ an FreedmanÕs Union Commission, and Mr . McKim
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continue d wi th i t as corr esponding se cretar y, laboring f or

reconstruc tion b y means of FreedmanÕs schools, and impar tial

popular e ducation. On the 1st o f July, 1869, the Commission, b y

unanimous vote on his motion, disbande d, and hande d over the

funds in i ts tr easury to i ts consti tuen t State associations. Mr . McKim

retir ed fr om his labors wi th impair ed health, and has sinc e taken

no open par t in public af fairs. H e is one of the pr oprie tors o f the

New York Nation , in the establishmen t o f which, he took an ef fectiv e

inter est.

Mr . McKimÕs long and assiduous c areer in the an ti-sla very cause,

has given evidenc e of a peculiar f itness in him f or the func tions

he successively dischar ged. His inf luenc e upon men and the times,

has been less as a speaker, than as a wri ter , and per haps still less

as a wri ter than as an or ganizer, a contriv er of ways and means;

fertile in in vention, pr epared to tak e the ini tia tiv e, and bring ing to

the c onversion o f others, an e arnestness o f purpose and a f orce

of language that seldom faile d of success. In an enterprise wher e

theor y and sentimen t w ere full y represented, and business c apacity,

and wha t is c alled Òpractic al sense,Ó were compar ativ ely rare, his

talen ts w ere most usefull y emplo yed; while, in periods o f

exci temen tÑand when w ere such wanting ? his caution, sound

judgmen t, and men tal balanc e were quali ties har dly less needed or

less impor tant.
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William H. Furness, D.D.

Among the Aboli tionists o f Pennsylvania no man stands hig her than

Dr. Furness; and no an ti-sla very minister en joys mor e universal

respect. For mor e than thir ty years he bor e faithful wi tness for the

black man; in se ason and out o f season contending f or his rig hts.

When others deser ted the c ause he stood f irm; when associa tes in

the ministr y were silent he spok e out. The y def ined their posi tion

by declaring themsel ves Òas much oppose d to sla very as ever, but

wi thout sympa th y for the aboli tionists. Ó He def ined his by showing

himself mor e opposed to sla very than e ver, and fr aternizing wi th the

most ha ted and despised anti-sla very people.

Dr. Furness came into the c ause when i t w as in i ts infanc y, and

had few adher ents. From tha t time till the da y of i ts triumph he

was one wi th i t, sharing in all i ts trials and vicissi tudes. I n the

oper ations o f the V igilanc e Commi t tee he took the liv eliest in ter est.

Thoug h not in f orm a member he w as one of i ts chief c o-labor ers.

He brought i t material aid c ontinuall y, and was one of i ts main

reliances for outside suppor t. H is quick sympa thies w ere easily

touche d and when touche d were sure to pr ompt him to

corr esponding ac tion. H e would listen wi th moistene d eyes to a

tale o f outr age, and go away saying ne ver a word. But the stor y of

wr ong w ould w ork upon him; and thr ough him upon others. H is own

feelings w ere communic ated to his friends, and his friends w ould

send gif ts to the Commi t teeÕs tr easury. A wider spr ead sympath y

would manif est i tself in the c ommuni ty, and the g eneral in ter ests of

the c ause be visibly pr omote d. It w as in the la t ter r espect, tha t o f

mor al co-oper ation, tha t Dr . FurnessÕs services were most v aluable.

After he aring a harr owing r eci tal, whe ther he w ould or not, i t

became the bur den of his ne xt SundayÕs sermon. Abundan t pr oof of

this ma y be found in his prin ted discourses. Take the f ollo wing as

an illustr ation. I t is an extr act fr om a sermon deliv ered on the 29th

of May, 1854, a period when the sla ve oligar chy was at the heig ht
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of i ts power and w as suppor ted at the N or th b y the most violen t

demonstr ations o f sympath y. The text w as, ÒFeed my Lambs:Ó

ÒAnd now br others, sisters, childr en, give me your he arts,

listen wi th a will to wha t I ha ve to say. As heaven is my

wi tness, I w ould not ut ter one w ord save for the de ar love of

Christ and o f God, and the sal vation o f your o wn souls. Does

it r equir e any violen t ef for t o f the mind to suppose Christ

to addr ess each one o f us personall y the same question tha t

He put to P eter , ÔLovest thou me ?Õ* * * And at the he aring

of His brief c ommand, ÔFeed my lambs,Õ so simple, so direct,

so unqualif ied, are we prompte d lik e the te acher o f the la w

who, when Christ bade him lo ve his neig hbor as himself,

asked, ÔAnd who is m y neig hbor?Õ and in the parable of the

good Samari tan, r eceived an answer tha t the Samari tans

whom he despise d, just as we despise the Afric an, was his

neighbor , are we prompte d in lik e manner to ask, ÔWho are

the lambs o f Christ?Õ Who are His lambs? Behold tha t gr eat

multi tude, mor e than thr ee millions o f men and f eeble

women and childr en, wandering on our soil; no not

wandering, but chaine d down, not allo wed to stir a step a t

their o wn fr ee will, crushe d and hun ted wi th all the po wer

of one o f the mig htiest na tions tha t the w or ld has yet seen,

wielde d to k eep them do wn in the depths o f the de epest

degradation in to which human beings c an be plung ed.

These, then tha t w e despise, are our neig hbors, the poor ,

strick en lambs of Christ.

To cast one thoug ht to wards them, ma y well cause us

to bo w do wn our he ads in the v ery dust wi th shame. N o

wonder tha t pr ofessing to lo ve Christ and his r elig ion, w e

do not lik e to he ar them spok en of; for so far fr om f eeding

the lambs o f Christ, w e are exci ting the whole associa ted

power of this land, to k eep them fr om being f ed. ÔFeed my

lambs,Õ We might f eed them wi th fr aternal sympa th y, wi th

hope, wi th fr eedom, the imperishable br ead of Heaven. We
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mig ht le ad them in to gr een pastur es and still w aters, in to

the g lorious li ber ty wher ewi th Christ die d to mak e all men

fr ee, the li ber ty of the childr en of God. We might secur e

to them the e xercise of every sacred affection and facult y,

wher ewi th the Cr eator has endo wed them. B ut w e do none

of those things. W e suffer this gr eat f lock o f the Lor d Jesus

to be tr eated as chat tels, boug ht and sold, lik e beasts of

bur den, hun ted and lacerated by dogs and w olves. I say we,

we of these Free Nor thern c ommuni ties, because it is b y

our allo wance, signif ied as effectuall y by silenc e, as by activ e

co-oper ation, tha t such things ar e. They could c ontinue so,

scarcely an hour , were not the whole mor al, relig ious and

physical power of the N or th ple dged to their suppor t. Are

we not in closest le ague and union wi th those who claim and

use the rig ht to bu y and sell human beings, GodÕs poor , the

lambs of Christ, a union, which w e imagine brings us in as

much sil ver and gold as compensates for the sacrif ice of our

humani ty and manhood? N ay, are we not under a la w to do

the base w ork of bloodhounds, hun ting the pan ting fug itiv es

for fr eedom? I ut ter no w ord of denuncia tion. Ther e is no

need. For fac ts tha t have occurr ed onl y wi thin the last w eek,

tr anscend all denuncia tion. Onl y a few hours ag o, ther e was

a man wi th his t wo sons, hurrie d back in to the inhuman

bondage, from which the y had just esc aped, and tha t man,

the br other , and those t wo sons, the nephe ws of a color ed

cler gyman of New York, of such eminenc e in the N ew School

Presbyterian Chur ch, tha t he has r eceived the honors o f a

European Univ ersi ty, and has acted as Moder ator in one

of the Pr esbyteries o f the same Chur ch, when held in the

ci ty wher e he resides. Almost at the v ery momen t the poor

fug itiv e wi th his childr en, were dragged thr ough our ci ty,

the Gener al Assembly of tha t very br anch of the

Presbyterian Chur ch, now in session her e, after discussing

for days the validi ty of Roman Catholic baptism, thr ew out as

inexpedien t to be discusse d, the subje ct o f tha t gr eat wr ong
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which w as fling ing back in to the ag ony of Slavery, a brother

of one o f their o wn or dained ministers, and c ould not so

much as br eathe a w ord of condemna tion against the false

and cruel de ed which has just be en consumma ted at the

capitol o f the na tion.

When such fac ts are occurring in the midst o f us, we

cannot be guiltless c oncerning the lambs o f Christ. I t is

we, we who mak e up the public opinion o f the N or th, w e

who c onsent tha t these fr ee States shall be the hun ting-

ground, wher e these, our poor br others and sisters, ar e the

game; it is w e that wi thhold fr om them the br ead of lif e, the

inalienable rig hts of man. As we wi thhold these blessings,

so is it in our po wer to besto w them. The she ep then tha t

Christ c ommands us, as we love Him, to f eed, are those

who ar e famishing f or the lack o f the f ood which i t is in

our po wer to suppl y. And we can help to f eed and r elieve

and li berate them, b y giving our he arty sympath y to the

blessed cause of their emancipa tion, to the aboli tion o f the

cr ying in justic e wi th which the y are tr eated, by ut tering our

earnest pr otest against the incr easing and f lagrant outr ages

of the oppr essor, by wi thholding all aid and c ountenanc e

fr om the w ork of oppr ession.Ó

To say tha t Dr . Furness, in his ple adings for the sla ve, was Òinstant

in season and out o f season,Ó is not to exaggerate. So palpably was

this true, tha t even some of his sympa thizing friends in tima ted to

him, tha t his z eal carrie d him be yond pr oper bounds, and tha t his

discourses w ere needlessly reiter ativ e. To these friends,Ñ who, i t is

needless to say, did not full y compr ehend the br eadth and be aring

of the question,Ñhe w ould r eply as he did in the f ollo wing e xtr act

fr om a sermon deliv ered soon af ter the one abo ve quote d:

ÒAgain and again, I have had i t said to me, wi th appar entl y

the most perf ect simplici ty, ÔWhy do you keep saying so

much about the sla ves? Do you imag ine tha t ther e is one

among your he arers who does not agr ee wi th y ou? We all
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know tha t Slavery is very wr ong. What, is the use o f harping

upon this subje ct Sunday after Sunday? We all feel about

it just as y ou do.Õ ÔFeel about i t just as I do,Õ Very lik ely,

my friends. I t is very possible tha t you all f eel as much,

and tha t man y of you feel about i t mor e than I do. God

knows tha t m y regret always has been not tha t I f eel so

much, but tha t I do not f eel mor e. Would to H eaven tha t

nei ther y ou nor I c ould e at or sle ep for pi ty, pity for our

poor do wn-tr odden br others and sisters. B ut the thing to

which I implor e your a t ten tion no w, is, not wha t w e know

and feel, but the delusion which w e are under , in

confounding knowing wi th doing, in fanc ying tha t w e are

working to abolish Sla very because we know tha t i t is wr ong.

This is wha t I w ould ha ve you no w to c onsider , the deception

that w e practise on oursel ves, the dangerous err or in to

which w e fall, when w e pass off the kno wledge of our dut y

for the perf ormanc e of i t. These are two very distinc t things.

If you kno w wha t is rig ht, happ y are ye if ye do i t.

Observe, my friends, wha t i t is to which I am no w

entr eating y our c onsider ation. I t is not the wr ongs nor the

rig hts of the oppr essed upon which I am no w disc oursing. I t

is our o wn personal e xposur e to a most serious mistak e. It is

a danger, which thr eatens our o wn souls, to which I w ould

that our e yes should be open and on the w atch.

And her e, by the w ay, let me say tha t one gr eat r eason

why I r efer as often as I do, to tha t gr eat topic o f the da y,

which, in one shape or another , is continuall y shaking the

land and mar king the ag e in which w e live, is not mer ely

the rig hting o f the wr onged, but the instruc tion, the mor al

enlig htenmen t, the r elig ious edif ication o f our o wn he arts,

which this momen tous topic af fords. To me this subje ct

involves inf ini tel y mor e than a mer e question o f humani ty.

Its poli tic al bearing is the v ery least and most superf icial

par t o f i t, scarcely wor th noticing in c omparison wi th i ts

mor al and r elig ious r elations. Onc e, deterr ed by i ts outside,
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poli tic al aspect, I shunne d i t as many do still, but the mor e

it has pr essed i tself on m y at ten tion, the mor e I have

consider ed i tÑthe mor e and mor e manif est has i t become

to me, tha t i t is a subject full o f lig ht and o f guidanc e, of

warning and inspir ation f or the individual soul. I t is the most

powerful me ans of gr ace and salvation appoin ted in the

providenc e of Heaven, for the pr esent day and generation,

mor e relig ious than chur ches and Sabbaths. I t is full o f

sermons. I t is a perf ect gospel, a whole B ible of mind-

enlig htening, he art-cle ansing, soul-sa ving truth. H ow much

light has i t thr own f or me on the pag e of the N ew Testament!

What a pr ofound signif icance has it disclose d in the

precepts and par ables of Jesus Christ! H ow do H is words

burst out wi th a ne w meaning! H ow does i t help us to

appreciate H is trials and the Godlik e spiri t wi th which H e

bor e them!Ó

The dar k win ter o f 1860 broke gloomil y over all aboli tionists;

perhaps upon none did i t pr ess more heavily, than upon the small

band in Philadelphia. S ituated as that ci ty is, upon the v ery edge

of Slavery, and sociall y bound as i t w as, by ties o f blood or af f ini ty

wi th the sla ve-holders o f the South, to all human f oresight i t w ould

assuredly be the f irst the atr e of bloodshe d in the c oming de adly

strugg le. As Dr. Furness said in his sermon on old J ohn Brown: ÒOut

of the grim cloud tha t hangs o ver the South, a bolt has dar ted,

and blood has f lowed, and the plac e wher e the lig htning struck, is

wild wi th f ear.Ó The return str oke we all felt must soon f ollo w, and

Philadelphia, w e feared, would be sele cted as the spot wher e Slavery

would mak e its f irst mor tal onsla ught, and the aboli tionists ther e,

the f irst vic tims. Dr . Furness had tak en par t in the public me eting

held on the da y of John BrownÕs execution, to o ffer pr ayers for the

heroic soul tha t w as then passing away, and had gone wi th t wo or

thr ee others, to the r ail-r oad station, to r eceive the mar tyrÕs body,

when i t w as brought fr om the gallo ws by Mr . (after wards General)

Tyndale and Mr . McKim, and i t w as generally feared tha t he and his
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chur ch w ould r eceive the brun t o f SlaveryÕs first blo w. The air w as

thick wi th v ague apprehension and rumor , so much so, tha t some

of Dr . FurnessÕs devoted parishioners, who f ollo wed his aboli tionism

but not his non-r esistance, came armed to chur ch, unc ertain wha t

an hour mig ht bring f or th, or in wha t shape o f mob violenc e or

assassination the blo w w ould fall. F ew of Dr . FurnessÕs hearers will

forget his sermon o f December 16, 1860, so full w as it o f pr ophetic

warning, and saddene d by the thoug ht o f the fa te which mig ht be

in stor e for him and his c ongr egation. I t w as prin ted in the ÒEvening

Bulle tin,Ó and made a deep impr ession on the public outside o f his

own chur ch, and w as reprin ted in full, in the Boston Ò Atlas.Ó

ÒBut the tr ouble c annot be esc aped. It must c ome. But w e

can put i t o ff. By annihila ting fr ee speech; by forbidding the

ut ter ance of a word in the pulpi t and b y the pr ess, for the

rig hts of man; by hur ling back in to the ja ws of oppr ession,

the fug itiv e gasping for his sacr ed li ber ty; by recognizing the

rig ht o f one man to bu y and sell other men; b y spreading the

blasting curse o f despotism o ver the whole soil o f the na tion,

you may allay the brutal fr enzy of a handful o f southern

slave-masters; y ou may win back the c ot ton States to c ease

fr om thr eatening y ou wi th secession, and to plan t their f eet

upon y our ne cks, and so evade the tr ouble tha t no w

menaces us. Then you may live on the f ew years tha t ar e left

you, and per hapsÑi t is not c ertainÑ we may be permi t ted

to mak e a lit tle mor e money and die in our be ds. But no,

friends, I am mistak en. We cannot put the tr ouble o ff. Or,

we put i t o ff in i ts pr esent shape, onl y tha t i t may take

another and mor e terri ble form. I f, to g et rid o f the pr esent

alarm, w e concede all tha t mak es it w or th while to liv eÑand

nothing less will a vailÑper haps those who c an deli beratel y

make such a concession, will not f eel the degr adation, but,

strippe d of all honor and manhood, the y may eat as heartil y

and sleep as soundly as ever. But the degr adation is not

the less, but the gr eater , for our unc onsciousness o f i t. The
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tr ouble which w e shall then bring upon oursel ves, is a

tr ouble in c omparison wi th which the loss o f all things but

honor is a g lorious gain, and a violen t death f or rig htÕs sake

on the sc affold, or b y the hands o f a mob, peace and joy and

victor y.

Since we are thus plac ed, and ther e is no alterna tiv e for

us of the fr ee States, but to me et the tr ouble tha t is upon

us, or by base concessions and compr omises to bring upon

oursel ves a far greater tr ouble, in the name o f God, le t us le t

all things g o, and cleave to the rig ht. Prepared to c onfr ont

the crisis lik e men, let us wi th all possi ble calmness endeavor

to tak e the me asure of the c alamity tha t w e dread. God

knows I have no desir e to mak e light o f i t. But I af f irm, tha t

never sinc e the w or ld began, w as ther e a grander c ause for

which to spe ak, to suf fer and to die, than the c ause of these

fr ee States, as against tha t o f the States now rushing upon

Secession. The gr eat grie vance of which the y complain, is

nothing mor e nor less than this: tha t w e endanger the rig ht

they claim to tr eat human beings as be asts of bur den. And

they main tain this monstr ous claim b y measures inhuman

and barbar ous, listening not to the v oice of r eason or

humani ty, but tr eating e very man who g oes amongst them,

suspected of not fa voring their c ause, or o f the r emotest

connection wi th others who do not fa vor i t, wi th a most

savage and f iendish cruelt y. It is the c onf lic t between

barbarism and civiliza tion, be tween li ber ty and the most

horri ble despotism tha t ever curse d this e arth, in which w e

are called to tak e part.

And all tha t is gr eat and noble in the past, all the pa triots

and mar tyrs tha t have suffered in man Õs behalf, all the sacr ed

instinc ts and hopes o f the human soul ar e on our side, and

the w elfar e of un told g enerations o f men. Oh, if God, in

his inf ini te boun ty, grants us the gr ace to appr eciate the

tr anscendent w or th o f the c ause which is no w at stak e,

ther e is no tr ouble tha t c an befall us, no, not the loss o f
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proper ty, of idoliz ed parents or childr en, or lif e itself, tha t

we shall not c ount a blessed privileg e. To serve this de ar

cause of peace and li ber ty and lo ve, we have no need to

grasp the sword or an y instrumen t o f violenc e and death.

But w e must be r eady wi thout f linching, to c onfr ont the

utmost tha t men c an do, and amidst all the upr oar and

violenc e of human passions, still c almly to asser t and to

exercise our sacr ed and inalienable li ber ties, le t who will

fr own and f orbid, assur ed tha t no just and la w-o f-God-

abiding pe ople, will e ver do other wise than g ive us their

sympath y and their aid.

Death is the w orst tha t c an befall us, if so be tha t w e are

fai thful to the rig ht. I t is a solemn and a f earful thing to die,

and mor tali ty shrinks fr om facing tha t last gr eat m yster y.

But w e must all die, m y friends, and the d ying hour is not

far distan t fr om the y oungest of us. To most o f us i t is very

near. To many, only a few brief y ears remain. And f or the

sake of these f ew and unc ertain y ears, shall we push off

this pr esent tr ouble upon our childr en, who ha ve to sta y

here a lit tle long er? Ther e is nothing tha t can so sweeten

the bi t ter cup o f mor tali ty when w e shall be called to drink

it, nothing tha t can so cheer us in the pr ospect o f par ting

fr om all w e love, nothing tha t can send such a blessed lig ht

on bef ore us into the dar k valley which w e must en ter , as

the c onsciousness o f f ideli ty to man and to God. And no w

in these times o f gr eat tr ouble which ha ve come upon us,

we have a peculiar and spe cial oppor tuni ty of testif ying our

f ideli ty, and of enjoying a full e xperienc e of i ts power to

suppor t us. We may gather fr om this tr ouble, a sweetness

that shall tak e away fr om all suf fering i ts bi t terness. We

may kindle tha t lig ht in our bosoms, which shall mak e death

come to us as a radiant angel.Ó

Four mon ths af ter the abo ve was utter ed, on the 28th o f April, 1861,

after the a t tack on F or t Sumter , and the whole N or th had burst in to
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a flame, people o f all denomina tions f lock ed to Dr . FurnessÕs chur ch,

as to tha t chur ch which had sho wn tha t i t w as founde d on a r ock,

and none c an ever f orget the long-dr awn br eath wi th which the

sermon began: ÒThe long agony is over!Ó It w as the ÒTe DeumÓ of a

lif e-time.

Dr. FurnessÕs words and counsels w ere not w anting thr oughout

the w ar, and his sermons w ere constan tl y prin ted in the dail y pr ess

and in separ ate pamphle t f orm. And sinc e its close he has c ontinue d

his absorbing stud y of the historic al accounts of Jesus.

Dr. Furncss w as born in Boston, in April, 180 2, and was graduated

at H arvard, in 1820, and f ive years later be came the minister o f

the First Congr egational Uni tarian Christians, in this ci ty, and is

consequentl y the senior cler gyman, her e, on the sc ore of length o f

pastor ate.

Happy is the man, and en viable the g ospel minister , who, looking

back upon his c ourse in the gr eat anti-sla very contest, c an recall

as the chief char ge brought against him, tha t o f being o ver-z ealous!

That he spok e too o ften and said too much in fa vor o f the sla ve!

Ther e are but f ew men, and still f ewer ministers, who ha ve a right to

take comf or t fr om such r ecollections! and y et i t is to this small class

that the c ause is most indebte d under God, f or i ts triumph, and the

countr y for i ts deliv erance from Slavery.
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William Lloyd Garrison

Among the Aboli tionists o f Pennsylvania no man stands hig her than

Dr. Furness; and no an ti-sla very minister en joys mor e universal

respect. For mor e than thir ty years he bor e faithful wi tness for the

black man; in se ason and out o f season contending f or his rig hts.

When others deser ted the c ause he stood f irm; when associa tes in

the ministr y were silent he spok e out. The y def ined their posi tion

by declaring themsel ves Òas much oppose d to sla very as ever, but

wi thout sympa th y for the aboli tionists. Ó He def ined his by showing

himself mor e opposed to sla very than e ver, and fr aternizing wi th the

most ha ted and despised anti-sla very people.

Dr. Furness came into the c ause when i t w as in i ts infanc y, and

had few adher ents. From tha t time till the da y of i ts triumph he

was one wi th i t, sharing in all i ts trials and vicissi tudes. I n the

oper ations o f the V igilanc e Commi t tee he took the liv eliest in ter est.

Thoug h not in f orm a member he w as one of i ts chief c o-labor ers.

He brought i t material aid c ontinuall y, and was one of i ts main

reliances for outside suppor t. H is quick sympa thies w ere easily

touche d and when touche d were sure to pr ompt him to

corr esponding ac tion. H e would listen wi th moistene d eyes to a

tale o f outr age, and go away saying ne ver a word. But the stor y of

wr ong w ould w ork upon him; and thr ough him upon others. H is own

feelings w ere communic ated to his friends, and his friends w ould

send gif ts to the Commi t teeÕs tr easury. A wider spr ead sympath y

would manif est i tself in the c ommuni ty, and the g eneral in ter ests of

the c ause be visibly pr omote d. It w as in the la t ter r espect, tha t o f

mor al co-oper ation, tha t Dr . FurnessÕs services were most v aluable.

After he aring a harr owing r eci tal, whe ther he w ould or not, i t

became the bur den of his ne xt SundayÕs sermon. Abundan t pr oof of

this ma y be found in his prin ted discourses. Take the f ollo wing as

an illustr ation. I t is an extr act fr om a sermon deliv ered on the 29th

of May, 1854, a period when the sla ve oligar chy was at the heig ht

1098 | William Llo yd Garrison



of i ts power and w as suppor ted at the N or th b y the most violen t

demonstr ations o f sympath y. The text w as, ÒFeed my Lambs:Ó

ÒAnd now br others, sisters, childr en, give me your he arts,

listen wi th a will to wha t I ha ve to say. As heaven is my

wi tness, I w ould not ut ter one w ord save for the de ar love of

Christ and o f God, and the sal vation o f your o wn souls. Does

it r equir e any violen t ef for t o f the mind to suppose Christ

to addr ess each one o f us personall y the same question tha t

He put to P eter , ÔLovest thou me ?Õ* * * And at the he aring

of His brief c ommand, ÔFeed my lambs,Õ so simple, so direct,

so unqualif ied, are we prompte d lik e the te acher o f the la w

who, when Christ bade him lo ve his neig hbor as himself,

asked, ÔAnd who is m y neig hbor?Õ and in the parable of the

good Samari tan, r eceived an answer tha t the Samari tans

whom he despise d, just as we despise the Afric an, was his

neighbor , are we prompte d in lik e manner to ask, ÔWho are

the lambs o f Christ?Õ Who are His lambs? Behold tha t gr eat

multi tude, mor e than thr ee millions o f men and f eeble

women and childr en, wandering on our soil; no not

wandering, but chaine d down, not allo wed to stir a step a t

their o wn fr ee will, crushe d and hun ted wi th all the po wer

of one o f the mig htiest na tions tha t the w or ld has yet seen,

wielde d to k eep them do wn in the depths o f the de epest

degradation in to which human beings c an be plung ed.

These, then tha t w e despise, are our neig hbors, the poor ,

strick en lambs of Christ.

To cast one thoug ht to wards them, ma y well cause us

to bo w do wn our he ads in the v ery dust wi th shame. N o

wonder tha t pr ofessing to lo ve Christ and his r elig ion, w e

do not lik e to he ar them spok en of; for so far fr om f eeding

the lambs o f Christ, w e are exci ting the whole associa ted

power of this land, to k eep them fr om being f ed. ÔFeed my

lambs,Õ We might f eed them wi th fr aternal sympa th y, wi th

hope, wi th fr eedom, the imperishable br ead of Heaven. We
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mig ht le ad them in to gr een pastur es and still w aters, in to

the g lorious li ber ty wher ewi th Christ die d to mak e all men

fr ee, the li ber ty of the childr en of God. We might secur e

to them the e xercise of every sacred affection and facult y,

wher ewi th the Cr eator has endo wed them. B ut w e do none

of those things. W e suffer this gr eat f lock o f the Lor d Jesus

to be tr eated as chat tels, boug ht and sold, lik e beasts of

bur den, hun ted and lacerated by dogs and w olves. I say we,

we of these Free Nor thern c ommuni ties, because it is b y

our allo wance, signif ied as effectuall y by silenc e, as by activ e

co-oper ation, tha t such things ar e. They could c ontinue so,

scarcely an hour , were not the whole mor al, relig ious and

physical power of the N or th ple dged to their suppor t. Are

we not in closest le ague and union wi th those who claim and

use the rig ht to bu y and sell human beings, GodÕs poor , the

lambs of Christ, a union, which w e imagine brings us in as

much sil ver and gold as compensates for the sacrif ice of our

humani ty and manhood? N ay, are we not under a la w to do

the base w ork of bloodhounds, hun ting the pan ting fug itiv es

for fr eedom? I ut ter no w ord of denuncia tion. Ther e is no

need. For fac ts tha t have occurr ed onl y wi thin the last w eek,

tr anscend all denuncia tion. Onl y a few hours ag o, ther e was

a man wi th his t wo sons, hurrie d back in to the inhuman

bondage, from which the y had just esc aped, and tha t man,

the br other , and those t wo sons, the nephe ws of a color ed

cler gyman of New York, of such eminenc e in the N ew School

Presbyterian Chur ch, tha t he has r eceived the honors o f a

European Univ ersi ty, and has acted as Moder ator in one

of the Pr esbyteries o f the same Chur ch, when held in the

ci ty wher e he resides. Almost at the v ery momen t the poor

fug itiv e wi th his childr en, were dragged thr ough our ci ty,

the Gener al Assembly of tha t very br anch of the

Presbyterian Chur ch, now in session her e, after discussing

for days the validi ty of Roman Catholic baptism, thr ew out as

inexpedien t to be discusse d, the subje ct o f tha t gr eat wr ong
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which w as fling ing back in to the ag ony of Slavery, a brother

of one o f their o wn or dained ministers, and c ould not so

much as br eathe a w ord of condemna tion against the false

and cruel de ed which has just be en consumma ted at the

capitol o f the na tion.

When such fac ts are occurring in the midst o f us, we

cannot be guiltless c oncerning the lambs o f Christ. I t is

we, we who mak e up the public opinion o f the N or th, w e

who c onsent tha t these fr ee States shall be the hun ting-

ground, wher e these, our poor br others and sisters, ar e the

game; it is w e that wi thhold fr om them the br ead of lif e, the

inalienable rig hts of man. As we wi thhold these blessings,

so is it in our po wer to besto w them. The she ep then tha t

Christ c ommands us, as we love Him, to f eed, are those

who ar e famishing f or the lack o f the f ood which i t is in

our po wer to suppl y. And we can help to f eed and r elieve

and li berate them, b y giving our he arty sympath y to the

blessed cause of their emancipa tion, to the aboli tion o f the

cr ying in justic e wi th which the y are tr eated, by ut tering our

earnest pr otest against the incr easing and f lagrant outr ages

of the oppr essor, by wi thholding all aid and c ountenanc e

fr om the w ork of oppr ession.Ó

To say tha t Dr . Furness, in his ple adings for the sla ve, was Òinstant

in season and out o f season,Ó is not to exaggerate. So palpably was

this true, tha t even some of his sympa thizing friends in tima ted to

him, tha t his z eal carrie d him be yond pr oper bounds, and tha t his

discourses w ere needlessly reiter ativ e. To these friends,Ñ who, i t is

needless to say, did not full y compr ehend the br eadth and be aring

of the question,Ñhe w ould r eply as he did in the f ollo wing e xtr act

fr om a sermon deliv ered soon af ter the one abo ve quote d:

ÒAgain and again, I have had i t said to me, wi th appar entl y

the most perf ect simplici ty, ÔWhy do you keep saying so

much about the sla ves? Do you imag ine tha t ther e is one

among your he arers who does not agr ee wi th y ou? We all
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know tha t Slavery is very wr ong. What, is the use o f harping

upon this subje ct Sunday after Sunday? We all feel about

it just as y ou do.Õ ÔFeel about i t just as I do,Õ Very lik ely,

my friends. I t is very possible tha t you all f eel as much,

and tha t man y of you feel about i t mor e than I do. God

knows tha t m y regret always has been not tha t I f eel so

much, but tha t I do not f eel mor e. Would to H eaven tha t

nei ther y ou nor I c ould e at or sle ep for pi ty, pity for our

poor do wn-tr odden br others and sisters. B ut the thing to

which I implor e your a t ten tion no w, is, not wha t w e know

and feel, but the delusion which w e are under , in

confounding knowing wi th doing, in fanc ying tha t w e are

working to abolish Sla very because we know tha t i t is wr ong.

This is wha t I w ould ha ve you no w to c onsider , the deception

that w e practise on oursel ves, the dangerous err or in to

which w e fall, when w e pass off the kno wledge of our dut y

for the perf ormanc e of i t. These are two very distinc t things.

If you kno w wha t is rig ht, happ y are ye if ye do i t.

Observe, my friends, wha t i t is to which I am no w

entr eating y our c onsider ation. I t is not the wr ongs nor the

rig hts of the oppr essed upon which I am no w disc oursing. I t

is our o wn personal e xposur e to a most serious mistak e. It is

a danger, which thr eatens our o wn souls, to which I w ould

that our e yes should be open and on the w atch.

And her e, by the w ay, let me say tha t one gr eat r eason

why I r efer as often as I do, to tha t gr eat topic o f the da y,

which, in one shape or another , is continuall y shaking the

land and mar king the ag e in which w e live, is not mer ely

the rig hting o f the wr onged, but the instruc tion, the mor al

enlig htenmen t, the r elig ious edif ication o f our o wn he arts,

which this momen tous topic af fords. To me this subje ct

involves inf ini tel y mor e than a mer e question o f humani ty.

Its poli tic al bearing is the v ery least and most superf icial

par t o f i t, scarcely wor th noticing in c omparison wi th i ts

mor al and r elig ious r elations. Onc e, deterr ed by i ts outside,
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poli tic al aspect, I shunne d i t as many do still, but the mor e

it has pr essed i tself on m y at ten tion, the mor e I have

consider ed i tÑthe mor e and mor e manif est has i t become

to me, tha t i t is a subject full o f lig ht and o f guidanc e, of

warning and inspir ation f or the individual soul. I t is the most

powerful me ans of gr ace and salvation appoin ted in the

providenc e of Heaven, for the pr esent day and generation,

mor e relig ious than chur ches and Sabbaths. I t is full o f

sermons. I t is a perf ect gospel, a whole B ible of mind-

enlig htening, he art-cle ansing, soul-sa ving truth. H ow much

light has i t thr own f or me on the pag e of the N ew Testament!

What a pr ofound signif icance has it disclose d in the

precepts and par ables of Jesus Christ! H ow do H is words

burst out wi th a ne w meaning! H ow does i t help us to

appreciate H is trials and the Godlik e spiri t wi th which H e

bor e them!Ó

The dar k win ter o f 1860 broke gloomil y over all aboli tionists;

perhaps upon none did i t pr ess more heavily, than upon the small

band in Philadelphia. S ituated as that ci ty is, upon the v ery edge

of Slavery, and sociall y bound as i t w as, by ties o f blood or af f ini ty

wi th the sla ve-holders o f the South, to all human f oresight i t w ould

assuredly be the f irst the atr e of bloodshe d in the c oming de adly

strugg le. As Dr. Furness said in his sermon on old J ohn Brown: ÒOut

of the grim cloud tha t hangs o ver the South, a bolt has dar ted,

and blood has f lowed, and the plac e wher e the lig htning struck, is

wild wi th f ear.Ó The return str oke we all felt must soon f ollo w, and

Philadelphia, w e feared, would be sele cted as the spot wher e Slavery

would mak e its f irst mor tal onsla ught, and the aboli tionists ther e,

the f irst vic tims. Dr . Furness had tak en par t in the public me eting

held on the da y of John BrownÕs execution, to o ffer pr ayers for the

heroic soul tha t w as then passing away, and had gone wi th t wo or

thr ee others, to the r ail-r oad station, to r eceive the mar tyrÕs body,

when i t w as brought fr om the gallo ws by Mr . (after wards General)

Tyndale and Mr . McKim, and i t w as generally feared tha t he and his
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chur ch w ould r eceive the brun t o f SlaveryÕs first blo w. The air w as

thick wi th v ague apprehension and rumor , so much so, tha t some

of Dr . FurnessÕs devoted parishioners, who f ollo wed his aboli tionism

but not his non-r esistance, came armed to chur ch, unc ertain wha t

an hour mig ht bring f or th, or in wha t shape o f mob violenc e or

assassination the blo w w ould fall. F ew of Dr . FurnessÕs hearers will

forget his sermon o f December 16, 1860, so full w as it o f pr ophetic

warning, and saddene d by the thoug ht o f the fa te which mig ht be

in stor e for him and his c ongr egation. I t w as prin ted in the ÒEvening

Bulle tin,Ó and made a deep impr ession on the public outside o f his

own chur ch, and w as reprin ted in full, in the Boston Ò Atlas.Ó

ÒBut the tr ouble c annot be esc aped. It must c ome. But w e

can put i t o ff. By annihila ting fr ee speech; by forbidding the

ut ter ance of a word in the pulpi t and b y the pr ess, for the

rig hts of man; by hur ling back in to the ja ws of oppr ession,

the fug itiv e gasping for his sacr ed li ber ty; by recognizing the

rig ht o f one man to bu y and sell other men; b y spreading the

blasting curse o f despotism o ver the whole soil o f the na tion,

you may allay the brutal fr enzy of a handful o f southern

slave-masters; y ou may win back the c ot ton States to c ease

fr om thr eatening y ou wi th secession, and to plan t their f eet

upon y our ne cks, and so evade the tr ouble tha t no w

menaces us. Then you may live on the f ew years tha t ar e left

you, and per hapsÑi t is not c ertainÑ we may be permi t ted

to mak e a lit tle mor e money and die in our be ds. But no,

friends, I am mistak en. We cannot put the tr ouble o ff. Or,

we put i t o ff in i ts pr esent shape, onl y tha t i t may take

another and mor e terri ble form. I f, to g et rid o f the pr esent

alarm, w e concede all tha t mak es it w or th while to liv eÑand

nothing less will a vailÑper haps those who c an deli beratel y

make such a concession, will not f eel the degr adation, but,

strippe d of all honor and manhood, the y may eat as heartil y

and sleep as soundly as ever. But the degr adation is not

the less, but the gr eater , for our unc onsciousness o f i t. The
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tr ouble which w e shall then bring upon oursel ves, is a

tr ouble in c omparison wi th which the loss o f all things but

honor is a g lorious gain, and a violen t death f or rig htÕs sake

on the sc affold, or b y the hands o f a mob, peace and joy and

victor y.

Since we are thus plac ed, and ther e is no alterna tiv e for

us of the fr ee States, but to me et the tr ouble tha t is upon

us, or by base concessions and compr omises to bring upon

oursel ves a far greater tr ouble, in the name o f God, le t us le t

all things g o, and cleave to the rig ht. Prepared to c onfr ont

the crisis lik e men, let us wi th all possi ble calmness endeavor

to tak e the me asure of the c alamity tha t w e dread. God

knows I have no desir e to mak e light o f i t. But I af f irm, tha t

never sinc e the w or ld began, w as ther e a grander c ause for

which to spe ak, to suf fer and to die, than the c ause of these

fr ee States, as against tha t o f the States now rushing upon

Secession. The gr eat grie vance of which the y complain, is

nothing mor e nor less than this: tha t w e endanger the rig ht

they claim to tr eat human beings as be asts of bur den. And

they main tain this monstr ous claim b y measures inhuman

and barbar ous, listening not to the v oice of r eason or

humani ty, but tr eating e very man who g oes amongst them,

suspected of not fa voring their c ause, or o f the r emotest

connection wi th others who do not fa vor i t, wi th a most

savage and f iendish cruelt y. It is the c onf lic t between

barbarism and civiliza tion, be tween li ber ty and the most

horri ble despotism tha t ever curse d this e arth, in which w e

are called to tak e part.

And all tha t is gr eat and noble in the past, all the pa triots

and mar tyrs tha t have suffered in man Õs behalf, all the sacr ed

instinc ts and hopes o f the human soul ar e on our side, and

the w elfar e of un told g enerations o f men. Oh, if God, in

his inf ini te boun ty, grants us the gr ace to appr eciate the

tr anscendent w or th o f the c ause which is no w at stak e,

ther e is no tr ouble tha t c an befall us, no, not the loss o f
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proper ty, of idoliz ed parents or childr en, or lif e itself, tha t

we shall not c ount a blessed privileg e. To serve this de ar

cause of peace and li ber ty and lo ve, we have no need to

grasp the sword or an y instrumen t o f violenc e and death.

But w e must be r eady wi thout f linching, to c onfr ont the

utmost tha t men c an do, and amidst all the upr oar and

violenc e of human passions, still c almly to asser t and to

exercise our sacr ed and inalienable li ber ties, le t who will

fr own and f orbid, assur ed tha t no just and la w-o f-God-

abiding pe ople, will e ver do other wise than g ive us their

sympath y and their aid.

Death is the w orst tha t c an befall us, if so be tha t w e are

fai thful to the rig ht. I t is a solemn and a f earful thing to die,

and mor tali ty shrinks fr om facing tha t last gr eat m yster y.

But w e must all die, m y friends, and the d ying hour is not

far distan t fr om the y oungest of us. To most o f us i t is very

near. To many, only a few brief y ears remain. And f or the

sake of these f ew and unc ertain y ears, shall we push off

this pr esent tr ouble upon our childr en, who ha ve to sta y

here a lit tle long er? Ther e is nothing tha t can so sweeten

the bi t ter cup o f mor tali ty when w e shall be called to drink

it, nothing tha t can so cheer us in the pr ospect o f par ting

fr om all w e love, nothing tha t can send such a blessed lig ht

on bef ore us into the dar k valley which w e must en ter , as

the c onsciousness o f f ideli ty to man and to God. And no w

in these times o f gr eat tr ouble which ha ve come upon us,

we have a peculiar and spe cial oppor tuni ty of testif ying our

f ideli ty, and of enjoying a full e xperienc e of i ts power to

suppor t us. We may gather fr om this tr ouble, a sweetness

that shall tak e away fr om all suf fering i ts bi t terness. We

may kindle tha t lig ht in our bosoms, which shall mak e death

come to us as a radiant angel.Ó

Four mon ths af ter the abo ve was utter ed, on the 28th o f April, 1861,

after the a t tack on F or t Sumter , and the whole N or th had burst in to
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a flame, people o f all denomina tions f lock ed to Dr . FurnessÕs chur ch,

as to tha t chur ch which had sho wn tha t i t w as founde d on a r ock,

and none c an ever f orget the long-dr awn br eath wi th which the

sermon began: ÒThe long agony is over!Ó It w as the ÒTe DeumÓ of a

lif e-time.

Dr. FurnessÕs words and counsels w ere not w anting thr oughout

the w ar, and his sermons w ere constan tl y prin ted in the dail y pr ess

and in separ ate pamphle t f orm. And sinc e its close he has c ontinue d

his absorbing stud y of the historic al accounts of Jesus.

Dr. Furncss w as born in Boston, in April, 180 2, and was graduated

at H arvard, in 1820, and f ive years later be came the minister o f

the First Congr egational Uni tarian Christians, in this ci ty, and is

consequentl y the senior cler gyman, her e, on the sc ore of length o f

pastor ate.

Happy is the man, and en viable the g ospel minister , who, looking

back upon his c ourse in the gr eat anti-sla very contest, c an recall

as the chief char ge brought against him, tha t o f being o ver-z ealous!

That he spok e too o ften and said too much in fa vor o f the sla ve!

Ther e are but f ew men, and still f ewer ministers, who ha ve a right to

take comf or t fr om such r ecollections! and y et i t is to this small class

that the c ause is most indebte d under God, f or i ts triumph, and the

countr y for i ts deliv erance from Slavery.

* * * * *

It w as a system of which i t may be trul y said, tha t i t

was twic e cursed. It curse d him who ser ved, and i t curse d

him tha t owned the sla ve. (Hear, hear.) When w e recollect

the insuper able tempta tions which tha t system held out to

main tain in a sta te o f degr adation and ignor ance a whole

race of mankind; the horr ors of the in ternal sla ve-tr ade,

mor e widel y demor alizing, in m y opinion, than the f oreign

slave-tr ade itself; the violenc e which w as done to the

sancti ties o f domestic lif e; the corrupting ef fect which i t

was having upon the v ery chur ches of Christiani ty, when

we recollect all these things, w e can full y estima te the e vil
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fr om which m y distinguishe d friend and his c oadjutors ha ve

at last r edeemed their c ountr y. (Cheers.) It w as not onl y the

Slave states which w ere concerned in the guilt o f slavery;

it had struck i ts r oots de ep in the fr ee States of Nor th

Americ a. * * *

We honor Mr . Garrison, in the f irst plac e, for the immense

pluck and c our age he displayed. (Cheers.) Sir , you have trul y

said tha t ther e is no comparison be tween the c ontests in

which he had to f ight and the most bi t ter c ontests o f our

own public lif e. In looking back, no doubt, to the c ontest

which w as maintaine d in this c ountr y some thir ty-f ive years

ago against slavery in our c olonies, w e may recollect tha t

Clarkson and W il berf orce were denounc ed as fanatics, and

had to enc ounter much oppr obrium; but i t must not be

forgot ten tha t, so far as r egards the en twining o f the r oots o f

slavery in to the social system, in the opinions and in ter ests

of mankind, ther e was no comparison wha tever between

the cir cumstanc es of tha t contest her e and those which

at tende d i t in Americ a. (Hear, hear.) The number o f persons

who in this c ountr y were enliste d on the side o f slavery by

personal in ter est was always compar ativ ely few; whilst, in

at tacking sla very at i ts head-quar ters in the Uni ted States,

Mr . Garrison had to enc ounter the f ier cest passions which

could be r oused. * * * *

Thank God, Mr . Garrison appe ars before us as the

representativ e of the Uni ted States; fr eedom is no w the

polic y of the g overnmen t and the assur ed polic y of the

countr y, and we can to-da y accept and w elcome Mr .

Garrison, not mer ely as the li berator o f the sla ves, but as

the r epresentativ e also of the Americ an Governmen t.

(Cheers.) * * * *

THE ADDRESS TO WILLIAM LLOYD
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GARRISON, ESQ.

ÒSIR:ÑWe heartil y welcome you to Eng land in the name o f

thousands o f Englishmen who ha ve watche d wi th admiring

sympath y your labors f or the r edemption o f the negr o race

fr om slavery, and for tha t which is a hig her obje ct than

the r edemption o f any sing le race, the vindic ation o f the

univ ersal principles o f humani ty and justic e; and who,

having sympa thiz ed wi th y ou in the strugg le, now r ejoice

wi th y ou in the vic tor y.

ÒFor ty years ago, when y ou commenc ed your ef for ts,

slavery appeared to be r apidl y advancing to c omple te

ascendenc y in Americ a. Not onl y was it dominan t in the

Southern S tates, but e ven in the F ree States i t had bo wed

the c onsti tuencies, socie ty, and, in too man y instanc es, even

the chur ches to i ts will. Commer ce, link ed to i t by in ter est,

lent i t her suppor t. A great par ty, compactl y or ganized and

vigorously wielde d, placed in i ts hands the po wer of the

state. I t besto wed poli tic al off ices and honors, and w as

ther eby enabled to c ommand the aposta te homag e of

poli tic al ambi tion. Other na tions f elt the pr evalence in your

national c ouncils o f i ts insolen t and domine ering spiri t.

Ther e was a moment, most cri tic al in the histor y of Americ a

and of the w or ld, when i t seemed as thoug h tha t continen t,

wi th all i ts r esources and all i ts hopes, w as about to be come

the heri tage of the slave power.

ÒBut Pr ovidenc e interposes to pr event the permanen t

triumph o f evil. I t in terposes, not visi bly or b y the

thunderbolt, but b y inspiring and sustaining hig h mor al

effor t and her oic liv es.

ÒYou commenc ed your crusade against sla very in

isolation, in w eakness, and in obscuri ty. The emissaries o f

authori ty wi th dif f icult y found the o ff ice of the Liberator in

a mean room, wher e its edi tor w as aided onl y by a negro
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boy, and suppor ted by a few insignif icant persons ( so the

off icers terme d them ) of all c olors. You were denounc ed,

persecute d, and hun ted down b y mobs o f wealth y men

alarmed for the in ter ests of their class. Y ou were led out

by one of these mobs, and sa ved fr om their violenc e and

the imminen t peril o f death, almost b y a mir acle. You were

not turne d fr om your pa th o f devotion to y our c ause, and

to the hig hest in ter ests of your c ountr y, by denuncia tion,

persecution, or the f ear of death. You have lived to stand

victorious and honor ed in the v ery str onghold o f slavery; to

see the f lag of the r epublic, no w trul y fr ee, replace the f lag

of slavery on For t Sumter; and to pr oclaim the doc trines o f

the Liberator in the ci ty, and beside the gr ave of Calhoun.

ÒEnemies of war, we most he artil y wish, and doubt not

that you wish as he artil y as we do, tha t this deliv erance

could ha ve been wr ought out b y peaceful me ans. But the

fier ce passions engender ed by slavery in the sla veowner ,

determine d i t other wise; and w e feel at li ber ty to r ejoice,

since the strugg le was inevitable, tha t i ts issue has been the

preservation, not the e xtinc tion, o f all tha t w e hold most

dear. We are, however, not mor e thankful f or the vic tories

of fr eedom in the f ield than f or the moder ation and mer cy

shown b y the vic tors, which ha ve exalted and hallo wed their

cause and ours in the e yes of all nations.

ÒWe shall now w atch wi th anxious hope the de velopmen t,

amidst the dif f iculties which still bese t the r egeneration o f

the South, o f a happier or der o f things in the S tates r escued

fr om slavery, and the gr owth o f fr ee communi ties, in which

your name, wi th the names o f your f ellow-w orkers in the

same cause, will be held in gr ateful and lasting

remembr ance.

ÒOnce mor e we welcome you to a c ountr y in which y ou

will f ind man y sincere admir ers and w arm friends. Ó

EARL RUSSELL and JOHN STUART MILL, M.P., at the close o f the
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address, follo wed wi th most eloquen t speeches, conferring on the

honor ed guest the hig hest pr aise for his lif e-long and suc cessful

labors in the c ause of fr eedom. Af ter these g entlemen had tak en

their se ats, the Chairman pr oposed tha t the addr ess should be

passed unanimousl y.

The Chairman Õs call was responded to b y the whole assemblag e

lif ting up their hands; and Mr . Garrison, pr esenting himself in fr ont

of the pla tf orm, w as received wi th an en thusiastic burst o f cheering,

hats and handk erchiefs being w aved by nearly all pr esent.

SPEECH OF MR. GARRISON.

Mr . Garrison said:Ñ Mr . Chairman, L adies and

Gentlemen,Ñ For this mar ked expr ession of your personal

respect, and appr eciation o f my labors in the c ause of human

fr eedom, and o f your este em and friendship f or the land

of my nativi ty, I offer you, one and all, m y grateful

acknowledgments. But I am so pr ofoundl y impr essed by the

formidable arr ay of r ank, genius, in telle ct, scholarship, and

mor al and r elig ious w or th which I se e before me, that I f ear

I shall not be able to addr ess you, except wi th a f lut tering

pulse and a stammering tongue. F or me this is, inde ed, an

anomalous posi tion. Assur edly, this is tr eatmen t wi th which

I have not be en familiar . For mor e than thir ty years, I had to

look the f ier ce and unr elenting hostili ty of my countr ymen

in the fac e, wi th f ew to che er me on ward. In all the South

I was an outlaw, and could not ha ve gone ther e, thoug h an

Americ an ci tiz en guiltless o f wr ong, and thoug h tha t f lag

(here the speaker poin ted to the Uni ted States ensign ) had

been over m y head, except at the peril o f my lif e; nay, wi th

the c ertain ty of f inding a blood y grave. (Hear, hear.) In all

the N or th I w as looked upon wi th ha tr ed and contempt.

The whole na tion, subjuga ted to the a wful po wer of slavery,
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rose up in mobocr atic tumult against an y and every effor t

to li berate the millions held in bondag e on i ts soil. And y et

I demande d nothing tha t w as not perf ectl y just and

reasonable, in exact accordance wi th the De claration o f

Americ an Independenc e and the Golden Rule. I w as not the

enemy of any man living. I cherish no personal enmi ties; I

know nothing o f them in m y heart. Even whilst the Southern

slave-holders w ere seeking m y destruc tion, I ne ver f or a

momen t en ter taine d any other f eeling to ward them than an

earnest desir e, under God, to deliv er them fr om a deadly

curse and an awful sin. (H ear, hear.) It w as neither a se ctional

nor a personal ma t ter a t all. I t had exclusiv e reference to the

eternal la w of justic e between man and man, and the rig hts

of human na tur e itself.

Sir , I always found in Americ a that a shower of brickba ts

had a remarkably tonic ef fect, materiall y str engthening to

the back -bone. (L aughter .) But, sir , the shower of

complimen ts and appla use, which has gr eeted me on this

occasion would assur edly cause my heart to fail me, w ere it

not tha t this g enerous reception is onl y inciden tall y personal

to m yself. (Hear, hear.) You, ladies and g entlemen, ar e here

mainl y to c elebr ate the triumph o f humani ty over i ts most

brutal f oes; to r ejoice that univ ersal emancipa tion has a t

last been pr oclaime d thr oughout the Uni ted States: and to

expr ess, as you have already done thr ough the mouths o f

the eloquen t speakers who ha ve preceded me, sentimen ts of

peace and of good-will to ward the Americ an Republic. Sure I

am tha t these sen timen ts will be he artil y recipr ocated by my

countr ymen. (Cheers.)

I must her e disclaim, wi th all sinc eri ty of soul, any special

praise for anything tha t I ha ve done. I have simpl y trie d to

main tain the in tegri ty of my soul bef ore God, and to do m y

dut y. (Cheers.) I have refused to g o wi th the multi tude to do

evil. I have endeavored to save my countr y fr om ruin. I ha ve

1112| The Under ground Railr oad



sought to li berate such as w ere held captiv e in the house o f

bondage. But all this I oug ht to ha ve done.

And now, rejoicing her e wi th y ou at the mar vellous chang e

which has tak en place across the Atlan tic, I am unable to

expr ess the satisfac tion I f eel in belie ving tha t, henc efor th,

my countr y will be a mig hty power f or good in the w or ld.

While she held a se venth por tion o f her v ast popula tion

in a state o f chat telism, i t w as in vain tha t she boaste d

of her democr atic principles and her fr ee insti tutions;

osten tatiousl y holding her De claration o f Independenc e in

one hand, and brutall y wielding her sla ve-driving lash in the

other . Marvellous inc onsistenc y and unpar alleled assurance.

But no w, God be pr aised, she is fr ee, free to advance the

cause of li ber ty thr oughout the w or ld. (Loud che ers.)

Sir , this is not the f irst time I ha ve been in Eng land. I

have been her e thr ee times bef ore on anti-sla very missions;

and wher ever I tr aveled, I w as always exultan tl y told, ÒSlaves

cannot br eathe in Eng land!Ó Now, at last, I am a t li ber ty

to say, and I came over wi th the purpose to sa y i t, ÒSlaves

cannot br eathe in Americ a!Ó (Cheers.) And so England and

Americ a stand side b y side in the c ause of negr o

emancipa tion; and side b y side may the y stand in all tha t is

just and noble and g ood, leading the w ay gloriousl y in the

wor ldÕs redemption. (Loud che ers.)

I came to this c ountr y for the f irst time in 1833, to

undeceive Wil berf orce, Clarkson, and other eminen t

philan thr opists, in r egard to the r eal character , tendenc y,

and object o f the Americ an Coloniza tion Socie ty. I am happy

to say tha t I quickl y succeeded in doing so. Bef ore leaving, I

had the ple asure of r eceiving a pr otest against tha t Society

as an obstruc tion to the c ause of fr eedom thr oughout the

wor ld, and, consequentl y, as undeserving o f Bri tish

conf idenc e and patr onage, signed by William W il berf orce,

Thomas Fowell Buxton, Zachar y Macaulay, and other

illustrious philan thr opists. On arriving in London I r eceived
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a poli te in vitation b y let ter fr om Mr . Buxton to tak e breakfast

wi th him. Pr esenting m yself at the appoin ted time, when m y

name was announced, inste ad of coming f orward pr omptl y

to tak e me by the hand, he scrutiniz ed me fr om head to f oot,

and then inquir ed, somewhat dubiousl y, ÒHave I the ple asure

of addr essing Mr . Garrison, o f Boston, in the Uni ted States?Ó

ÒYes, sir,Ó I replied, ÒI am he; and I am here in accordance

wi th y our in vitation.Ó Lifting up his hands he e xclaime d,

ÒWhy, my dear sir , I thoug ht you were a black man. And

I have consequentl y invited this c ompany of ladies and

gentlemen to be pr esent to w elcome Mr . Garrison, the black

advocate of emancipa tion fr om the Uni ted States of

Americ a.Ó (Laughter .) I have often said, sir , that tha t is the

only complimen t I ha ve ever had paid to me tha t I c are to

remember or tell o f. For Mr . Buxton had someho w or other

supposed tha t no whi te Americ an could ple ad for those in

bondage as I had done, and ther efore I must be black.

(Laughter .)

It is inde ed true, sir , that I ha ve had no other rule b y which

to be guide d than this. I ne ver cared to kno w pr ecisely how

many stripes w ere inf lic ted on the sla ves. I never deemed

it ne cessary to g o down in to the Southern S tates, if I c ould

have gone, for the purpose o f taking the e xact dimensions

of the sla ve system. I made i t fr om the star t, and al ways,

my own c ase, thus: Did I w ant to be a sla ve? No. Did God

make me to be a slave? No. But I am onl y a man, onl y one

of the human r ace; and if not cr eated to be a slave, then

no other human being w as made for tha t purpose. M y wif e

and childr en, dearer to me than m y heartÕs blood, w ere they

made for the a uction-block? N ever! And so i t w as all very

easily set tle d her e (poin ting to his br east). (Great che ering.)

I could not help being an unc ompr omising aboli tionist.

Here allow me to pa y a brief tri bute to the Americ an

aboli tionists. Put ting m yself entir ely out o f the question, I

believe that in no land, a t any time, w as ther e ever a mor e
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devoted, self-sacrif icing, and unc ompr omising band o f men

and women. Nothing c an be said to their cr edi t which the y

do not deser ve. With apostolic z eal, they counted nothing

dear to them f or the sak e of the sla ve, and him dehumaniz ed.

But wha tever has been achieved thr ough them is all o f God,

to whom alone is the g lor y due. Thankful ar e we all tha t w e

have been permi t ted to liv e to see this da y, for our c ountr yÕs

sake, and for the sak e of mankind. Of c ourse, w e are glad

that our r eproach is at last tak en away; for i t is very

desir able, if possi ble, to ha ve the good opinions o f our

fellow-men; but if, to se cur e these, we must sell our

manhood and sull y our souls, then their bad opinions o f us

are to be coveted inste ad.

Sir , my special par t in this gr and strugg le was in f irst

unfur ling the banner o f imme diate and unc ondi tional

emancipa tion, and a t tempting to mak e a common r ally

under i t. This I did, not in a fr ee State, but in the ci ty of

Baltimor e, in the sla ve-holding S tate o f Mar yland. I t w as not

long bef ore I was arrested, trie d, condemne d by a packed

jur y, and inc arcerated in prison f or m y anti-sla very

sentimen ts. This w as in 1830. In 1864 I went to Baltimor e for

the f irst time sinc e my imprisonmen t. I do not think tha t I

could ha ve gone at an earlier period, e xcept at the peril o f

my lif e; and then onl y because the Americ an Governmen t

was ther e in f orce, holding the r ebel elemen ts in

subserviency. I was natur ally curious to se e the old prison

again, and, if possi ble, to g et in to m y old c ell; but when

I went to the spot, behold! the prison had v anished; and

so I was greatl y disappoin ted, (Laughter .) On going to

Washington, I men tione d to Pr esident Linc oln, the

disappoin tmen t I had me t wi th. W ith a smiling c ountenanc e

and a ready wi t, he r eplied, ÒSo, Mr. Garrison, the dif ference

between 1830 and 1864 appears to be this: in 1830 y ou could

not g et out, and in 1864 y ou could not g et in!Ó (Great

laughter .) This was not onl y wi t til y said, but i t truthfull y
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indic ated the w onderful r evolution tha t had tak en place in

Mar yland; f or she had adopte d the v ery doc trine f or which

she imprisone d me, and g iven imme diate and unc ondi tional

emancipa tion to her eig hty thousand sla ves. (Cheers.)

I commenc ed the public ation o f the ÒLiberator Ó in Boston,

on the 1st o f January, 1831. At tha t time I w as very li t tle

known, wi thout allies, wi thout me ans, wi thout subscri bers;

yet no sooner did tha t li t tle sheet mak e its appearance, than

the South w as thr own in to c onvulsions, as if i t had suddenl y

been invaded by an arm y wi th banners! N ot wi thstanding,

the whole c ountr y was on the side o f the sla ve powerÑthe

Chur ch, the State, all par ties, all denomina tions, r eady to

do i ts bidding! O the potenc y of truth, and the inher ent

weakness and conscious inse curi ty of gr eat wr ong!

Immediatel y a reward of f ive thousand dollars w as offered

for m y appr ehension, b y the State o f Georgia. When Gener al

Sherman w as making his vic torious mar ch thr ough tha t

State, i t oc curr ed to me, but too la te, tha t I oug ht to ha ve

accompanie d him, and in person claime d the

rewardÑ(laughter )Ñbut I r emember ed, tha t, had I done so,

I should ha ve had to tak e my pay in Conf ederate curr ency,

and ther efore it w ould not ha ve paid tr aveling expenses.

(Renewed laughter .) Where is Southern Sla very now?

(Cheers.) Hencefor th, thr ough all coming time, ad vocates of

justic e and friends o f r eform, be not disc our aged; for y ou

will, and y ou must suc ceed, if y ou have a righteous cause. No

mat ter a t the outse t ho w few may be disposed to r ally round

the standar d you have raisedÑif y ou bat tle unf linching ly

and wi thout c ompr omiseÑif y ours be a fai th tha t cannot

be shaken, because it is link ed to the E ternal Thr oneÑi t is

only a question o f time when vic tor y shall come to r eward

your toils. Se eming ly, no system o f iniqui ty was ever mor e

str ongly in tr enched, or mor e sure and absolute in i ts sway,

than tha t o f Americ an Slavery; yet i t has perishe d.

ÒIn the e arthquak e God has spoken;
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He has smit ten wi th H is thunder

The ir on walls asunder ,

And the gates of br ass are broken.Ó

So it has been, so it is, so i t ever will be thr oughout the e arth,

in every conf lic t f or the rig ht. (Great che ering.) * * * * *

Ladies and gentlemen, I began m y advocacy of the An ti-

slavery cause at the N or th in the midst o f brickba ts and

rot ten eggs. I ende d i t on the soil o f South Car olina, almost

li ter ally burie d beneath the wr eaths and f lowers which w ere

heaped upon me b y her li beral bondmen. (Cheers.)
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Lewis Tappan

Was one of the w armest friends o f the sla ve and of the

color ed man. He was very solici tous f or their w elfar e, and

that the c olor ed people who w ere fr ee should be

enlig htened and educated. He opened a Sunday-school f or

color ed adults, which w as numer ously at tende d, in West

Broadway, New York, and wi th a f ew others, de voted the

most o f the Sabbath to their te aching. W hen he and his

brother Ar thur , assembled the seventy anti-sla very agents,

who w ere ther eafter , like Òfir ebrands,Ó scat ter ed all over the

land, the y held their me etings in this r oom. These agents

were enter taine d by aboli tionists in the ci ty, and many of

us had t wo or thr ee of them in e ach of our families f or a

couple o f weeks. They went out all o ver the land, and w ere

instrumen tal in dif fusing mor e truth, per haps, about the

dreadful system o f Americ an Slavery, than w as accomplishe d

in any other w ay. He also aided in establishing se veral

periodic als, brimful o f anti-sla very truth; among which,

were the ÒAnti-Slaver y Record,Ó the ÒEmancipator ,Ó the

ÒSlaveÕs Friend;Ó the lat ter , to indoc trina te the childr en in

Anti-sla very. The Americ an Missionar y Society, orig inall y

begun f or the suppor t o f a mission in Afric a, on the oc casion

of the r eturn o f the Amistad c aptors to their na tiv e land,

and now doing so much f or the fr eedmen o f the South,

was almost en tir ely establishe d by his ef for ts. During the

continuanc e of Slavery, much w as done by this Socie ty for

the dif fusion o f an anti-sla very gospel.

The ÒVigilanc e Commi t tee,Ó for aiding and befriending

fug itiv es, of which I w as treasurer f or man y years, had no

bet ter or w armer friend than he. H e was almost always at

their me etings, which w ere known onl y to Òthe elect,Ó for w e

dared not hold them too publicl y, as we almost al ways had
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some of the tr avelers to ward the Ònor th starÓ present, whose

masters or their ag ents were fr equentl y in the ci ty, in hot

pursui t. At f irst, w e sent them to Canada, but af ter a while,

sent them onl y to Syracuse, and the centr e of the State.

In 1834, I think, w as the f irst rioting, the sacking o f Mr .

TappanÕs house, in Rose Str eet. The mob br ought all his

furni tur e out, and piling i t up in the str eet, set i t on f ir e.

The famil y were absent at the time. Soon af ter , they stone d

Rev. Mr. Ludlo wÕs, and Dr. CoxÕs chur ch, and the house o f the

lat ter . They thr eatened Arthur T appan & CoÕs, store, in Pearl

Str eet, but he aring tha t ther e were a few loade d muskets

ther e, they took it out in thr eats. But their mer cantile

establishmen t w as almost ostr acised at this time, b y the

dr y goods mer chants; and countr y mer chants in all par ts of

the c ountr y, nor th as w ell as south, did not dar e to have it

known tha t the y boug ht goods of them; and when the y did

so, requested par ticular ly, that the bundles or bo xes, should

not be mar ked Òfrom A. Tappan & Co.,Óas was customar y.

Southern mer chants especiall y, avoided them, and when,

two or thr ee years later , ther e was a general insol vency

among them, oc casionally large losses to New York

mer chants, and in some c ases failure; the Tappans were

saved by having no Southern debts!

Thr ough Mr . TappanÕs inf luenc e and extensiv e

corr espondenc e abroad, many remi t tanc es came for the

help o f the ÒVigilanc e Commi t tee,Ó from England and

Scotland, and a t one time, an e xtensiv e invoice of useful

and fanc y articles, in se veral large boxes, was received fr om

the Glasgow ladies, suf f icien t to furnish a lar ge bazaar or

fair , which w as held in Brookl yn, for the benef it o f the

Commi t tee.

Althoug h latel y aff lic ted by disease, Mr. Tappan still liv es

in the en joyment o f all his faculties, and a g ood me asure

of health, and in his ad vanced years, sees now some o f the
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great r esults o f his lif e-long ef for ts for the r estor ation and

main tenanc e of human rig hts.

Althoug h still suf fering under man y of the e vils which

Slavery has inf lic ted upon him, the American slave no long er

exists! I nstead stands up in all our Southern S tates

the fr eedman, knowing his rig hts, and, as a rule, en joying

them. Orig inal Americ an aboli tionists, who me t the sc orn

and odium, the impute d shame and obloqu y, the fr owns and

cold-shoulders which the y bor e thr ough all the dar k days

of Slavery, now see and feel their r eward in some me asure;

to be c omple ted onl y, when the y shall hear the pla udi t:

ÒInasmuch as ye have done i t to the le ast of these m y

brethr en, ye have done i t un to me.Ó

ANTHONY LANE.

New York, Nov. 8, 1871.

Mr . Lane, Mr . TappanÕs personal friend who labor ed wi th

him in the An ti-Sla very Cause, and especiall y in the V igilanc e

Commi t tee for man y years, fr om serious af fection o f his

eyes was not pr epared to furnish as full a sk etch o f his

(Mr . T.Õs) labors as was desirable. Mr . Tappan was, therefore,

requested to furnish a f ew r eminisc ences from his o wn

stor e-house, which he kindl y did as follo ws:

WILLIAM STILL, ESQ., My dear Sir:Ñ In answer to y our

request, tha t I w ould furnish, an ar ticle f or y our f or thc oming

book, g iving inciden ts wi thin m y personal kno wledge,

relating to the Under ground Rail Road; I have already

appriz ed you of my illness and m y consequent inabili ty to

wri te such an ar ticle as w ould be w or th y of your public ation.

However, feeling some what r elieved to-da y, from m y

paralysis, owing to the che ering sunshine and the fa vor o f

my Almig hty Preserver, I will tr y to do wha t I c an, in

dic tating a f ew anecdotes to m y amanuensis, which ma y

afford you and your r eaders some gr atif ication.

These facts I must g ive wi thout r eference to date, as I will
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not tax m y memor y wi th per haps a vain at tempt to narr ate

them in or der.

As mentione d in m y ÒLife of Ar thur T appan,Ó some

aboli tionists ( myself among the number ), doubte d the

proprie ty of engaging in such me asures as were

contempla ted by the c onduc tors o f the ÒUnderground Rail

Road,Ó fearing tha t the y would not be justif ied in aiding

slaves to escape fr om their masters; but r ef lection

convinc ed them tha t i t w as not onl y rig ht to assist men in

effor ts to obtain their li ber ty, when un justl y held in bondag e,

but a DUTY.

Aboli tionists, whi te and c olor ed, both in sla ve and fr ee

States, enter ed in to extensiv e corr espondenc e, set their

wi ts at w ork to de vise various expedien ts for the r elief fr om

bondage and tr ansmission to the fr ee States and to Canada,

of many of the most en terprising bondmen and bond women.

They vied wi th each other in de vising me ans for the

accomplishmen t o f this obje ct. Those who had mone y

contri bute d i t fr eely, and those who w ere desti tute o f

money, gave their time, sa ying wi th the Apostle: ÒSilver and

gold have I none; but such as I ha ve, give I the e.Ó

1. I recollect tha t one morning on r eaching m y off ice (that

of the tr easurer of the Americ an Missionar y Association ),

my assistant told me tha t in the inner r oom w ere eighteen

fug itiv es, men, women and childr en, who had arriv ed tha t

morning fr om the South in one c ompany. On going in to

the r oom, I saw them l ying about on the bales and bo xes

of clothing destine d for our v arious missionar y stations,

fatigue d, as they doubtless w ere, after their sle epless and

protr acted strugg le for fr eedom.

On inquir y, I learned tha t the y had come fr om a southern

ci ty. After most e xtr aordinar y effor ts, i t seemed tha t the y

had while in Sla very, secretl y banded tog ether , and put

themsel ves under the guidanc e of an in tr epid c onduc tor ,

whom the y had hir ed to c onduc t them wi thout the limi ts of
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the ci ty, in the e vening, when the polic e force was changed.

They came thr ough Pennsylvania and New Jersey to m y

off ice. The agent o f the Under ground Rail Road in N ew York,

took char ge of them, and f orwarded them to Al bany, and by

dif ferent agencies to Canada.

2. I well r emember tha t one morning as I en ter ed the

Sabbath-school, 1one of the scholars, a Mrs. M ercy Smi th,

beckoned to me to c ome to her class, and ther e intr oduced

to me a y oung g ir l of about f if teen, as a fugitiv e, who had

arriv ed the da y before. In answer to m y inquiries, this g ir l

told me the name o f the southern ci ty, and the names o f the

persons who had held her as a sla ve, and the mode o f her

escape, etc. ÒI was walking ne ar the w ater ,Ó she said, Òwhen a

whi te sailor spok e to me, and af ter a f ew questions, o ffered

to hide me on boar d his vessel and conduc t me safely to

New York, if I w ould c ome to him in the e vening. I did so,

and was hid and f ed by him, and on landing a t New York,

he conduc ted me to Mrs. S mi thÕs house, wher e I am now

staying.Ó

To my inquir y, have you par ents living, and also br others

and sisters, she r eplied: ÒTher e is no child but m yself.Ó ÒWere

not y our par ents kind to y ou, and did y ou not lo ve them ?Ó

ÒYes I love them v ery much.Ó

ÒHow w ere you tr eated by your master and mistr ess?Ó

ÒThey tr eated me very well.Ó ÒHow then,Ó said I, Òcould y ou

put y ourself in the c are of tha t sailor , who w as a stranger to

1.For thr ee years I superin tende d a Sabbath-school mostl y

composed of color ed childr en and adults. M ost o f the

teachers were warm-he arted aboli tionists, and the

whole number ta ught in this school during this period,

was seven or eig ht hundr ed.
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you, and leave your par ents?Ó I shall never f orget her he art-

felt r eply: ÒHe told me I should be free!Ó

One Sunday morning, I r eceived a let ter , inf orming me

that an o ff icer belong ing to Savannah, Ga., had star ted for

New York, in pursui t o f t wo young men, o f nine teen or

twenty, who had be en slaves of one o f the principal

physicians o f the plac e, and who had esc aped and w ere

supposed to be in N ew York. The let ter r equested me to f ind

them and g ive them w arning. As ther e was no time to be

lost, I c onclude d to g o over to N ew York, not wi thstanding

the doubtfulness o f at tempting to f ind them in so lar ge a

ci ty. I wr ote notic es to be r ead in the c olor ed chur ches and

color ed Sabbath-schools, which I deliv ered in person. I then

went to the c olor ed school, superin tende d by Rev. C.B. Bay.

I stated my err and to him, wi th a description o f the y oung

men. ÒWhy,Ó said he, ÒI must have one of them in m y school.Ó

He took me to a class wher e I found one o f the y oung men,

to whom I ga ve the needful inf orma tion.

He told me tha t his fa ther w as Dr. ÑÑ o f Savannah, and

that he had f ive childr en by the y oung man Õs mother , who

was his slave. On his marriag e to a whi te w oman, he sent

his f ive color ed childr en and their mother to a uction, to be

sold f or c ash to the hig hest bidder . On being put upon the

auction-block, this y oung man addr essed the b ystanders,

and told them the cir cumstanc es of the c ase; that his mother

had long liv ed in the famil y of the doc tor , that i t w as cruel

to sell her and her childr en, and he w arned the pe ople not

to bid f or him, f or he w ould no long er be a slave to any man,

and if an y one boug ht him, he w ould lose his mone y. He

added, ÒI thought i t rig ht to sa y this.Ó I then spoke to the

crowd. ÒMy father ,Ó said I, Òhas long been one o f your f irst

doctors, and do y ou think i t rig ht f or him to sell m y mother

and his childr en in this w ay?Ó

ÒI was sold, and my br other also, and the r est, althoug h my

brother said to the cr owd what I had said. W e soon made
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our esc ape, and are now both in the ci ty. I am a blacksmi th,

and have worked six mon ths in one shop, in N ew York, wi th

whi te journe ymen, not one o f whom belie ves, I suppose, tha t

I am a color ed man.Ó

It w as not surprising, f or so fair w as his comple xion, tha t

wi th the aid o f a brown wig, af ter he had cut o ff his hair , he

was comple tel y disguised. He soon notif ied his br other , who

lived in another par t o f the ci ty, and both put themsel ves out

of harm Õs way. They were remarkably f ine young men, and i t

seemed a special Providenc e that I should f ind them in such

a large ci ty, and dir ect them to esc ape fr om their pursuer ,

wi thin one hour af ter I lef t m y house in B rookl yn. I f elt i t to

be an answer to pr ayer.

4. One day, when I liv ed in N ew York City, a color ed man

came running to m y house, and in a hurrie d manner , said: ÒIs

this Mr . Tappan?Ó On replying in the af f irma tiv e, he said: ÒI

have driv en my master fr om Baltimor e. He has just arriv ed,

and the ser vants are taking o ff the baggage at the Astor

House. I inquir ed of a person passing b y, wher e you liv ed.

He said, 80, Whi te Str eet, and I ha ve run her e, to tell y ou

that you may give notic e to a man who has esc aped fr om m y

master , to this ci ty, that the obje ct o f this journe y is to f ind

him and tak e him back to Sla very.Ó

The man hurrie d back, so tha t he ne ed not be misse d by

his master , who belie ved tha t this c oachman, who had liv ed

years wi th him, w as his conf iden tial ser vant, and w ould be

true to his in ter est.

I went imme diatel y to the house o f a color ed friend, to

descri be the fug itiv e and see if w e could not c oncert

measures to pr otect him. ÒI think,Ó said he, Òthat I kno w

the man, b y your description, and tha t he boar ds in this

house. He will soon c ome in fr om South Str eet, wher e he

has worked to-da y.Ó While w e were consulting tog ether , sure

enough, the man c ame in, and w as most glad to ha ve the

oppor tuni ty thus af forded, of secreting himself.
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I have not str ength to dic tate much mor e, althoug h many

other instanc es occur to me o f most r emarkable pr oviden tial

occurr ences, of the esc ape of fug itiv es within m y

knowledge. I used to say tha t I w as the owner o f half-a-

horsethat w as in activ e service, near the Susquehanna River.

This horse I o wned join tl y wi th another friend o f the sla ve,

dedicating the animal to the ser vice of the Under ground Rail

Road.

It w as customar y for the ag ent at H avre de Grace, bring ing

a fugitiv e to the riv er, to kindle a f ir e (as it w as generally in

the nig ht), to give notic e to a person living on the opposi te

side of the riv er. This person w ell understood the signal, and

would c ome acr oss in his boat and r eceive the fug itiv e.

An aged color ed couple, r esiding in B rookl yn, came over to

my off ice, in New York City, and said tha t the y had just he ard

fr om Wilmington, N .C., that their t wo sons (about t wenty-

f ive or t wenty-six y ears of age), who w ere slaves, were about

to be sold, f or one thousand dollars e ach; and the y hoped

I should be able and willing to assist them in r aising the

money.

I told them tha t I had scruples about put ting mone y in to

the hands o f slave-holders, but I w ould g ive them some thing

that mig ht be o f as much v alue. I then poin ted out a w ay by

which their sons mig ht r each the ci ty.

In about thr ee weeks, one of the y oung men c ame to m y

off ice. Give me, said I, some par ticulars o f your esc ape. ÒI

am,Ó said he, Òa builder , and planne d and er ected the hotel a t

Wilmington, and some other houses. I use d to hir e my time

of my master , and was accustome d to ride about the countr y

at tending to m y business. I borr owed a pass from a man

about m y size and comple xion. I then w ent to the r ail r oad

off ice, and asked for a tick et f or Fredericksbur g. From ther e

I came on dir ectl y to W ashington. I had not be en questione d

before; but her e, I was taken up and c arrie d before a

magistr ate. He examine d me by the description in m y pass;
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comple xion, heig ht, etc., then r ead Ôand a scar under his left

knee.Õ When I he ard tha t, my heart sank wi thin me; f or I had

no scar ther e that I kne w. ÔPull up the boyÕs tr owsers,Õ said

the justic e to the c onstable. H e did so. and said ÔhereÕs a scar!Õ

ÔAll rig ht,Õ said the justice, Ôno mistak e, let him g o.Õ Glad was I.

I got a tick et f or Baltimor e, and ther e for another to wn, and

finall y reached her e.Ó

You asked me to g ive an account o f the sums tha t I ha ve

expended for the Under ground Rail Road, etc. I must be

excused fr om doing this, as if I c ould no w ascertain, I should

not think i t w or th while to men tion. I must no w conclude

my narr ativ e, by giving, wi th some addi tions, an ac count o f

an in ter esting esc ape fr om Slavery, which w as wri t ten b y

my wif e, mor e than f if teen years ago, for Frederic Doug lassÕ

paper.

[On page 177the narr ativ e of ÒThe Fleeing Gir l of Fif teenÓ

is so full y wri t ten out, tha t i t pr ecludes the ne cessity of

reproducing a lar ge por tion o f this stor y.]

In the e vening a friend arriv ed, bring ing wi th him a brig ht,

handsome boy, whom he c alled Joe. Most heartil y was ÒJoeÓ

welcomed, and deep was the thrill which w e felt, as we

looked upon him and thoug ht o f the perils he had esc aped.

The next day was Thanksgiving-da y, and my house w as

thr onged wi th guests. I n an upper r oom, wi th a comf or table

f ir e, and the door lock ed, sat ÒJoe,Ó still in boyÕs clothes, to

be able to esc ape at the f irst in tima tion o f danger, but wi th

a smile and look o f touching gr ati tude, whene ver any one

of the famil y who w as in the secret, lef t the f estive group

to look in upon the in ter esting str anger. Not one o f us can

ever f orget the de ep abhorr ence of Slavery, and thanksg iving

to Almig hty God, tha t w e felt tha t day as we moved among

the guests, who w ere wholl y ignor ant o f the oc cupant o f

that upper r oom. Some curiosi ty was indeed exci ted among

the li t tle gr andchildr en, who saw slic es of tur key and plum
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pudding sen t up stairs. I t w as ÒJoeÕsÓ first Thanksg iving

dinner in a fr ee State.

As she brought nothing a way wi th her , it w as necessary,

the ne xt day, to pr ocur e a comple te w ardrobe for a gir l,

which w as carefull y packed for her to tak e wi th her .

The second day after ÒJoeÕsÓ arrival, the Rev. Mr. Freeman,

pastor o f a color ed chur ch in Brookl yn, agreed to

accompany her to her uncle B rownÕs in Canada West, and

we saw them depar t, kno wing the dang er tha t w ould beset

both on the w ay. The follo wing is par t o f a let ter fr om Mr . F.,

giving an ac count o f their journe y. After sta ting tha t the y lef t

New York, in the c ars at f ive oÕclock, P.M., and thr ough the

providenc e of God, w ent on their w ay safely and speedil y,

wi th none to molest or to mak e them afr aid, he says:

ÒOn r eaching Rochester , I began to ask m yself Ôhow

shall we get over Niagar a Falls?Õ I was not sur e that

the c ars ran across the Suspension Bridg e; besides,

I felt tha t w e were in mor e danger her e, than w e

had been at any other plac e. Knowing tha t ther e

was a large reward offered for JoeÕs apprehension,

I feared ther e might be some lur king sp y ready to

pounc e upon us. But when w e arriv ed at the B ridg e,

the c onduc tor said: ÔSit still; this c ar goes across.Õ You

may judge of my joy and r elief o f mind, when I look ed

out and w as sure that w e were over! Thank God, I

exclaime d, we are safe in Canada!

Having no w a few minutes bef ore the c ars would

star t again, I sat do wn and hastil y wr ote a few lines,

to inf orm friends a t home o f our saf e arriv al. As soon

as possible, I r an to the post-o ff ice wi th m y let ter ,

paid the postag e, and while I w as waiting f or m y

change, the car bell r ang. I quickl y returne d, and in

a few minutes, w e were on our w ay to Cha tham (200

miles West). That plac e we reached between seven
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and eight oÕclock, Satur day evening. W hen w e got

out, w e met a gentleman who ask ed me if I w anted

a boarding-house. I said y es; and he invited me to

go wi th him. I ask ed him if ther e was any way for us

to get to Dr esden tha t nig ht. He answered, ÔNo, it is

a dark nig ht, and a mudd y road, and no c onveyance

can be got tonig ht.Õ I soon found tha t w e must sta y in

Chatham un til M onday morning.

On our w ay to the boar ding-house, the g entleman

said to me: ÔIs this y our son wi th y ou?Õ I answered, no;

and then I ask ed him, if he kne w a man living in D ., by

the name o f Bradley. He replied tha t he w as very well

acquain ted wi th him, and then inquir ed if tha t young

man w as Mr. BradleyÕs brother . I said, noÑnot e xactl y

a brother . He must ha ve thoug ht i t str ange that I did

not g ive him a mor e defini te answer to his question.

When w e reached the house, w e found several

boarders in the si t ting-r oom and a f ew neig hbors.

I had alr eady told him m y name, but wi th r egard

to Joe, I had not y et had a chanc e to explain. I, o f

course, w as intr oduced to those who w ere in the

room, but JoeÑwell, Joe took a seat, and did not

seem to be tr oubled about an in tr oduc tion. As the

landlor d was going out o f the r oom, I asked

permission to spe ak wi th him alone. H e took me in to

another r oom, and I said to him: ÔThat young man,

as you call him, is a y oung w oman, and has come

dressed in this manner , all the w ay fr om Washington

City. She would be v ery glad now to be able to

change her clothes. Õ

He was greatl y surprise d, and would har dly believe

that i t w as so; but said, ÔI will call my wif e.Õ She came,

and I guess all the w omen in the house c ame wi th

her. They soon disappe ared, and Joe wi th them,

who, after being absen t a while, r eturne d, and was
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in tr oduced as Miss Ann Maria W eems. The whole

company were on their f eet, shook hands, la ughed,

and r ejoiced, declaring tha t this be at all the y had

ever seen before. Chatham c ontains, I w as told, mor e

than thr ee thousand fug itiv es. The weather ther e, is

not c older than in N ew York.

The next morning w as the Sabbath, but this I must

pass and hasten to D ., the r esidence of Mr . Bradley.

We star ted early Monday morning. As a par t o f the

road was very bad, we did not r each ther e till a la te

hour . As we were passing along, and get ting ne ar to

the plac e, we met t wo color ed men who w ere talking

together Ñone on horseback, and the other on f oot.

I inquir ed of them, if the y could tell me ho w far i t

was to Mr . BradleyÕs. The man on horseback said i t

was about a mile fur ther , and then pr oceeded to g ive

dir ections. Af ter he had done this, he said: ÔI r eckon

I am the one tha t you want to f ind, m y name is

Bradley.Õ Well, I r eplied, pr obably you are the man.

Just then Ann Maria turne d her he ad around. As soon

as he saw her fac e, he exclaime d: ÔMy Lor d! Maria, is

that you? Is that you? My child, is i t you? We never

expected to see you again! We had given you up; O,

what will y our aunt say? It will kill her! She will die! I t

will kill her .Õ

I told him, tha t as I w as obliged to le ave again soon,

I must pr oceed. ÔWell,Õ said he, Ôyou go on; I am just

going o ver to M., and will be back in a f ew minutes. Õ

We star ted for his house, and he to wards M., but w e

had onl y gone a shor t distanc e, when he o vertook us,

exclaiming: ÔI canÕt go to M.,Õ and began talking to Ann

Maria, asking her all about her friends and r elativ es,

whom the y had lef t behind, and about his old master ,

and his wif eÕs master, from whom the y had run a way

four y ears before. As we approached the house, he
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said: ÔI will go and open the ga te, and have a good

fir e to w arm you.Õ When he came up to the ga te,

he met his wif e, who w as returning fr om a stor e

or neig hborÕs house, and he said to her , ÔThatÕs Ann

Maria c oming y onder .Õ She stopped un til w e came to

the gate; the te ars were rolling fr om her e yes, and

she exclaime d: ÔAnn Maria, is i t you?Õ The gir l leaped

fr om the w agon, and the y fell on e ach otherÕs necks,

weeping and r ejoicing. Such a scene I never bef ore

wi tnessed. She, who had been given up as lost, w as

now found! She, who but a shor t time bef ore, had

been, as they supposed, a slave for lif e, was now fr ee.

We soon enter ed the house, and af ter the f irst

gush of feeling had some what subside d, the y both

began a general inquir y about the friends the y had

lef t behind. E very now and then, the a unt w ould

break out: ÔMy child, y ou are here! Thank God, y ou

are fr ee! We were talking about y ou toda y, and

saying, w e shall never see you again; and no w her e

you are wi th us.Õ I remained about an hour and a half

wi th them, took dinner , and then star ted for home,

rejoicing tha t I had be en to a land wher e color ed men

are free.

This Mr . Bradley, who r an away wi th himself and

wif e about f our y ears ago fr om the land o f whips and

chains, is the o wner o f t wo farms, and is said to be

wor th thr ee thousand dollars. Can sla ves take care of

themsel ves?Ó

You may well suppose tha t the r eceipt o f this le t ter ga ve

us great ple asure, and called for th he artf elt thanksg iving to

Him, who had w atche d over this under taking, and pr otected

all concerned in i t. A brig ht and pr omising g ir l had been

rescued fr om the un told miseries o f a slave womanÕs life, and

found a good home, wher e she would ha ve an oppor tuni ty to
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acquir e an education and be tr ained for a useful and happ y

lif e. Mr. Bradley in tende d to send f or her par ents, and hope d

to pr evail on them to c ome and liv e wi th him.

Trul y yours,

LEWIS TAPPAN
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Elijah F. Pennypacker

Whose name belongs to the histor y of the Under ground Rail Road,

owed his peculiar ly f ine natur e to a mother o f lar ge physical

propor tions, and c orr esponding ly li beral mental and spiri tual

endowmen ts. She was a natur al sovereign in the spher e in which she

moved, and impr essed her son wi th the quali ties which made his

Anti-sla very lif e nothing but an e xpr ession of the rules o f conduc t

which g overned him in all other par ticulars. Belie ving in his inmost

soul in principles o f r ecti tude, all men belie ved in him, his Òyea,Ó

or Ònay,Ó passing current wher ever he w ent. Tall, dignif ied, and

commanding, he had tha t in his fac e which inspir ed imme diate

conf idenc e. Said one who look ed: ÒIf tha t is not a g ood man, ther e is

no use in the Lor d wri ting H is signatur e on human c ountenanc es.Ó

Even in early youth, honors which he ne ver soug ht, w ere pressed

upon him, as he ga ve assurance of abili ty commensur ate wi th his

wor th. H e was sent to the Leg islatur e of Pennsylvania for f ive

sessions, wher e he became the personal friend o f the Go vernor ,

Joseph Ritner , and also of Thaddeus Stevens. At the r equest o f the

lat ter , he consented to oc cupy the posi tion o f Secretar y to the

Board of Canal Commissioners, and t wo years after , by the wishes

of Mr . Ritner , took a seat in the Canal Boar d, becoming a c o-w orker

wi th Thaddeus S tevens. Here ripene d a friendship, which af ter ward

became of national impor tanc e, for althoug h a natur e so positiv e

as that o f Thaddeus Stevens could sc arcely be said to be under the

inf luenc e of any other mind, still, if ther e were those who e xercised

a mor al sway, sustaining this c our ageous republic an leader, at a

higher le vel than he mig ht other wise have at taine d, Elijah F.

Pennypacker w as surely amongst them. Almost an tipodal as the y

were in certain r espects, each recogniz ed the g enuine ring o f the

other , and admir ed and r espected tha t which w as most true and

noble. The puri ty, simplici ty and hig h-minde d honor which

distinguishe d the y ounger, had its effect on the elder , even while
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he smile d at the inf lexibili ty which w ould not sw erve one hairÕs

breadth fr om the line o f rig ht. The stor y is often told, ho w, when

this y oung man Õs conscienc e stood bolt uprig ht in the w ay of wha t

was deemed a desir able arr angement, Stevens one day exclaime d:

ÒIt don Õt do, Pennypacker, to be so dÑÑd honest. Ó Pennypacker

stood his gr ound, and the lif e-long r espect which S tevens ever af ter

awarded, proved tha t he at least, thoug ht i t did do.

When i t became clear to his mind, tha t a gr eat bat tle w as to be

fought between Liber ty and Slavery in Americ a, Mr. Pennypacker

felt i t to be his dut y to turn aside fr om the sunn y paths o f poli tic al

prefermen t, in to the shado ws of obscur e lif e, and ally himself wi th

the misr epresented, despised and outc ast Aboli tionists, e ver af ter

devoting himself assiduousl y to the pr omotion o f the c ause of

Freedom. Not wi thstanding his na tur al modest y, here as elsewher e,

he took a c onspicuous posi tion. A t home, in the loc al Anti-sla very

Society of his neig hbor hood, he w as for man y years chosen

president, as he was also of the Chester c ounty Anti-sla very Society,

and of the Pennsylvania State Anti-sla very Society.

Soon after his r etir ement fr om public lif e, he uni ted himself wi th

the Socie ty of Friends, but w as much too r adical to be an ac ceptable

addi tion. For a long time he w as endured rather than endorse d, and

it w as only when such an ti-sla very feelings as he cherishe d became

generally dif fused thr oughout the Socie ty, that he f ound the uni ty

he desir ed and expected. Whatever may have been his trials her e

or elsewher e, he found a rich r eward for his fai thfulness in the

intelle ctual and mor al growth which he a t taine d by association wi th

the most ad vanced minds o f the time, and he has o ften be en heard

to say tha t no par t o f his lif e has been mor e full y and generously

compensated than tha t devoted to the An ti-sla very cause.

His home, ne ar Phoenixville, Chester c ounty, Pa., was an

impor tant sta tion on the Under ground Rail Road, the majori ty of

fug itiv es proceeding thr ough the southern rur al distric ts of Eastern

Pennsylvania, passing thr ough his hands. At all times he w as deeply

inter ested in their w elfar e, and in his hospi tali ty to wards them,

had the en tir e sympath y and co-oper ation o f his famil y, they, like
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himself, being e arnest aboli tionists, but his mor e impor tant dut y of

inf luencing public sen timen t in fa vor o f fr eedom, overshadowed his

labors in this depar tmen t. In steadfastness and in tegri ty he stood

beside Findle y Coates and Thomas W hi tson, a trio who will long be

remember ed in their na tiv e State.

So long as Dr. B. Fussell r esided in the nor thern se ction o f Chester

county, he and Elijah F. Pennypacker, were companions in An ti-

slavery and other r eform labors, as w ell as in business on the

Under ground Rail Road. Dif fering widel y in temper ament and

mental struc tur e, these t wo men w ere harmonious in spiri t, and

a close bond o f sympath y and af fection e xiste d between them. I t

was a mutual ple asure to w ork as brothers, and af ter ward to r ejoice

together in labor ac complishe d. One of the last visi ts which r oused

the f lick ering anima tion o f the d ying ph ysician, w as from this friend

of mor e vigorous years, and the v oice which ga ve fit ting e xpr ession

to the w or th o f the depar ted, at his funer al, was that o f Elijah F.

Pennypacker.

Like that o f the hig hest gr ade of men everywher e, his

appreciation o f woman has ever been keen and true, and demanding

the full rig hts of humani ty, he makes no distinc tion, ei ther on

account o f sex or c olor . In his own famil y, he has always encour aged

the pursui t o f any occupation c ongenial to the person choosing i t;

whether or not, i t w ere a departur e fr om the r outine o f custom,

and in e ducational ad vantages he has ever demande d the widest

possible cultur e for all. W herever kno wn, he is estima ted as a pillar

in the temper ance cause. Gentle, modest, c our teous and benignan t,

he combines, in a r emarkable degr ee, strength and tenderness,

cour age and sympath y. At one time, holding a t bay the po wers

of evil and baf f ling the most de termine d opponen ts by his manl y

adherence to rig ht; at another he ma y be found yielding to

impr essions bidding him to se ek the sour ce of some hidden priv ate

sorr ow, and wi th delic ate touch, binding up a f lowing w ound, or

offering himself as the def ender and pr otector o f such as may need

his br other ly care. Obedien t to these impr essions, he rarely errs in

his ministr ations, and whe ther his err and be to r emonstr ate wi th
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the evil doer , set ting his sins cle arly and vividl y before him, or

to str engthen and enc our age suffering innoc ence, he is alike

successful. Men, whom he has w arned in r eproof when i t cost the

utmost br avery to do so, ha ve become his c onf iding friends, and

have been kno wn af ter ward to en trust him wi th he avy pecuniar y

responsibili ties, and to poin t him out to their childr en as an example

wor th y of imi tation. Those whose griefs he has fr equentl y softened,

have laid upon his he ad a crown o f blessing whi ter than the honors

which c ome wi th his sil ver hairs, and all wi th whom he c omes in

contact in business, in dut y, or in social in ter course, ackno wledge

the pr esence, the wide usefulness and inf luenc e of the uprig ht man.

The memories o f the choic e spiri ts he used to me et in the An ti-

slavery gatherings; their mutual and kindl y greetings; the hol y

resolves which anima ted them and made the time hours o f

exaltation, no w serve to brig hten the pa th way of his de clining y ears,

and to thr ow a halo ar ound the r estfulness o f his home, as in pe ace

of mind he looks abr oad over his belo ved countr y, to see millions

of enfr anchised men beg inning to a vail themsel ves of i ts pecuniar y,

educational and poli tic al advantages, and beholds them star ting

on a career of material and spiri tual pr osperi ty, wi th a r apidi ty

commensur ate wi th the e xpansive force of the r epressed ener gies

of a race.
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STATION MASTERS ON THE ROAD.

ELIJAH F. PENNYPACKER

See p. 688.

WILLIAM WRI GHT

See p. 691.
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DR. BARTHOLOMEW FUSSELL

See p. 695.

ROBERT PURVIS

See p. 711.
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William Wright

MEMORIAL.

William W rig ht, a distinguishe d aboli tionist o f Adams county,

Pennsylvania, was born on the 21st o f December , 1788. Various

cir cumstanc es conspir ed to mak e this unassuming Quak er an

earnest Aboli tionist and champion o f the oppr essed in every land

and of every nationali ty and color . His uncle, Ben jamin W rig ht, and

cousin, Samuel B. Wrig ht, w ere activ e members o f the old

Pennsylvania Aboli tion Socie ty, and at the time o f the emancipa tion

of the sla ves in this sta te w ere often engaged in la wsui ts wi th slave-

holders to c ompel them to r elease their bondmen, ac cording to

the r equir ements of the la w. William W rig ht gr ew up under the

inf luenc e of the te achings o f these r elativ es. Joined to this, his

location c aused him to tak e an extr aordinar y in ter est in

Under ground Rail Road affairs. H e lived near the f oot o f the

southern slope o f the South M ountain, a spur o f the Alleg henies

which e xtends, under v arious names, to Cha t tanooga, Tennessee.

This moun tain w as follo wed in i ts course by hundr eds of fug itiv es

until the y got in to Pennsylvania, and were dir ected to W illiam

Wrig htÕs house.

In November , 1817, William W rig ht marrie d Phebe Wierman, (born

on the 8th o f Februar y, 1790,) daughter o f a neighboring farmer ,

and sister o f Hannah W. Gibbons, wif e of Daniel Gi bbons, a notic e

of whom appe ars elsewher e in this w ork. Phebe Wrig ht w as the

assistant o f her husband in e very good w ork, and their marrie d lif e

of for ty-eig ht years was a long period o f uni ted and ef f icien t labor

in the c ause of humani ty. She still (1871) survives him. William and

Phebe Wrig ht began their Under ground Rail Road labors about the

year 1819. Hamilton M oor e, who r an away fr om Baltimor e county,

Mar yland, w as the f irst sla ve aided by them. H is master c ame for
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him, but W illiam W rig ht and Joel Wierman, Phebe Wrig htÕs brother ,

who liv ed in the neig hbor hood, r escued him and sen t him to

Canada.

In the a utumn o f 1828, as Phebe Wrig ht, surr ounde d by her li t tle

childr en, came out upon her back por ch in the perf ormanc e of some

household dut y, she saw standing bef ore her in the shade o f the

early November morning, a c olor ed man wi thout ha t, shoes, or c oat.

He asked if Mr . Wrig ht liv ed ther e, and upon r eceiving an af f irma tiv e

reply, said that he w anted work. The good w oman, compr ehending

the si tuation a t a glance, told him to c ome in to the house, g et w arm,

and wait till her husband c ame home. He was shivering wi th c old

and frig ht. W hen William W rig ht came home the fug itiv e told his

stor y. He came fr om H agersto wn, Mar yland, having been taught the

blacksmi thÕs tr ade ther e. In this business i t w as his dut y to k eep an

account o f all the w ork done b y him, which record he showed to

his master a t the end o f the w eek. Knowing no wri t ten char acter

but the f igur e 5 he kept this ac count by means of a curious system

of hier oglyphics in which str aight mar ks meant horse shoes put

on, cir cles, cart-whe els f ixed, etc. One da y in happening to se e his

masterÕs book he notic ed tha t wher ever f ive and one w ere added the

figur e 6 was used. Having pr actic ed this till he c ould mak e it he ever

after use d i t in his ac counts. As his master w as looking o ver these

one day, he notic ed the ne w f igur e and compelle d the sla ve to tell

how he had le arned i t. He f lew in to a r age, and said, ÒIÕll teach you

how to be le arning ne w f igur es,Ó and picking up a horse-shoe thr ew

it at him, but f or tuna tel y for the a udacious cha t tel, misse d his aim.

Not wi thstanding his ar dent desir e for li ber ty, the slave consider ed

it his dut y to r emain in bondag e until he w as twenty-one y ears

old in or der to r epay by his labor the tr ouble and e xpense which

his master had had in r earing him. On the e vening o f his t wenty-

f irst anniv ersary he turne d his fac e toward the N or th star , and

star ted for a land o f fr eedom. Arriving a t Reistersto wn, a villag e on

the W estminster turnpik e about t wenty-f ive miles fr om Baltimor e

and thir ty-f ive miles fr om Mr . Wrig htÕs house, he was arrested and

placed in the bar -r oom o f the c ountr y tavern in c are of the landlad y
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to w ait un til his c aptors, ha ving f inishe d some w ork in which the y

were engaged, could tak e him back to his master . The landlad y,

being engaged in g et ting supper , set him to w atch the c akes that

were baking. As she was passing back and for th he osten tatiousl y

removed his hat, coat, and shoes, and plac ed them in the bar -r oom.

Having done this, he said to her , ÒI will step out a momen t.Ó This he

did, she sending a bo y to w atch him. W hen the bo y came out he

appeared to be v ery sick and c alled hastil y for w ater . The boy ran in

to get i t. Now w as his golden oppor tuni ty. Jumping the f ence he ran

to a clump o f tr ees which oc cupie d low gr ound behind the house

and concealing himself in i t f or a momen t, r an and continue d to run,

he knew not whi ther , until he f ound himself a t the toll ga te near

Petersbur g, in Adams county. Before this he had k ept in the f ields

and forests, but no w found himself c ompelle d to c ome out upon the

road. The toll-ga te keeper, seeing at onc e that he w as a fugitiv e,

said to him, ÒI guess you don Õt know the r oad.Ó ÒI guess I can f ind i t

myself,Ó was the r eply. ÒLet me sho w you,Ó said the man. ÒYou may if

you ple ase,Ó replied the fug itiv e. Taking him out behind his d welling,

he poin ted across the f ields to a ne w brick farm-house, and said,

ÒGo ther e and inquir e for Mr . Wrig ht.Ó The slave thank ed him and did

as he was directed.

He remained wi th W illiam W rig ht un til April, 1829 . During this

shor t time he le arned to r ead, wri te, and cipher as far as the sing le

rule o f thr ee, as it w as then c alled, or simple pr opor tion. During his

residence wi th W illiam W rig ht, nothing c ould e xceed his kindness

or gr ati tude to the whole famil y. He learned to gr aft tr ees, and

thus r ender ed great assistanc e to W illiam W rig ht in his ne cessary

business. When w orking in the ki tchen during the win ter he w ould

never allo w Phebe Wrig ht to perf orm an y hard labor , always

scrubbing the f loor and lif ting he avy bur dens for her . Before he

went away in the spring he assume d a name which his talen ts,

perseverance, and genius have render ed famous in both

hemispher es, that o f James W.C. Pennington. The ini tial W . was for

his benefac torÕs famil y, and C. for the famil y of his f ormer master .

From William W rig htÕs he went to D aniel Gi bbonsÕ, thenc e to
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Delaware county, Pennsylvania, and fr om ther e to N ew Haven,

Conn., wher e, while perf orming the duties o f jani tor a t Yale College,

he comple ted the studies o f the c ollege course. Af ter a f ew years,

he went to H eidel berg, wher e the degr ee of D.D. was conferr ed

upon him. H e never f orgot W illiam W rig ht and his famil y, and on

his r eturn fr om Europe br ought them e ach a present. The stor y

of his escape and wonderful abili ties w as spread over England. An

Americ an acquain tanc e of the W rig ht famil y was astonished, on

visi ting an An ti-sla very fair in London man y years ago, to see among

the pic tur es for sale ther e, one enti tle d, ÒWilliam and P hebe Wrig ht

receiving James W.C. Pennington. Ó The Dr. died in Florida, in 1870 ,

wher e he had gone to pr each and assist in opening schools amongst

the Freemen.

In 1842 a party of sixte en slaves came to York, Pa., from Baltimor e

county, Md. Here they were taken in char ge by William W rig ht,

Joel Fisher , Dr. Lewis, and W illiam Yocum. The last name d was a

constable, and use d to assist the Under ground Rail Road managers

by pr etending to hun t fug itiv es with the kidnappers. Kno wing wher e

the fug itiv es were he was enabled to hun t them in the opposi te

dir ection fr om tha t in which the y had gone, and thus g ive them

time to esc ape. This constable and a c olor ed man o f York took this

par ty one by one out in to Samuel W illisÕ corn-f ield, ne ar York, and

hid them under the shocks. The f ollo wing nig ht Dr . Lewis pilote d

them to ne ar his house, a t Lewisbur g, York county, on the banks

of the Cone wago. Here they were concealed several days, Dr. Lewis

carr ying pr ovisions to them in his saddle-bags. W hen the se arch for

them had be en given up in W illiam W rig htÕs neighbor hood, he w ent

down to Le wisbur g and in c ompany wi th Dr . Lewis took the whole

sixte en across the Conewago, they fording the riv er and c arr ying

the fug itiv es across on their horses. I t w as a gloom y nig ht in

November . Every few momen ts clouds f loated across the moon,

alterna tel y lig hting up and shading the riv er, which, sw elled by

autumn r ains, ran a flood. W illiam W rig ht and Dr . Lewis moun ted

men or w omen behind and took childr en in their arms. W hen the

last one g ot o ver, the doc tor , who pr ofessed to be an a theist,
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exclaime d, ÒGreat God! is this a Christian land, and ar e Christians

thus f orced to f lee for their li ber ty?Ó William W rig ht guide d this

par ty to his house tha t nig ht and c oncealed them in a neig hboring

forest un til i t w as safe for them to pr oceed on their w ay to Canada.

Just in the beg inning o f har vest of the y ear 1851, four men c ame

off fr om Washington c ounty, Maryland. They were almost nak ed

and seemed to ha ve come thr ough great dif f iculties, their clothing

being almost en tir ely torn o ff. As soon as they came, William W rig ht

went to the stor e and got f our pair o f shoes. It w as soon heard

that their masters and the o ff icers had gone to H arrisbur g to hun t

them. Tw o of them, F enton and T om, were concealed at W illiam

Wrig htÕs, and the other t wo, Sam and one whose name has be en

forgot ten, at Joel Wierman Õs. In a day or t wo, as William W rig ht,

a number o f carpen ters, and other w orkmen, among whom w ere

Fenton and T om, were at w ork in the barn, a par ty of men r ode up

and r ecogniz ed the c olor ed men as slaves of one o f their number .

The color ed men said the y had lef t their c oats at the house. W illiam

Wrig ht look ed earnestl y at them and told them to g o to the house

and get their c oats. They went o ff, and one o f them w as observed

by one of the famil y to tak e his coat hastil y down fr om wher e

it hung in one o f the outhouses, a f ew momen ts af ter ward. After

conversing a f ew momen ts at the barn, W illiam W rig ht br ought the

slave-holders do wn to the house, wher e he, his wif e and daughters

engaged them in a c ontr oversy on the subje ct o f slavery which

lasted about an hour . One of them se emed very much impr essed,

and labor ed hard to c onvinc e his host tha t he w as a good master

and would tr eat his men w ell. Finall y one of the par ty asked William

Wrig ht to pr oduce the men. H e replied tha t he w ould not do tha t,

that the y mig ht search his pr emises if the y wishe d to, but the y

could not c ompel him to bring f or th the fug itiv es. Seeing tha t the y

had been dupe d, the y became very angr y and pr oceeded for th wi th

to search the house and all the outhouses imme diatel y around i t,

wi thout, ho wever, finding those whom the y sought. As they lef t the

house and w ent to ward the barn, W illiam W rig ht, w aving his hand

toward the f ormer , said, ÒYou see they are not an ywher e ther e.Ó
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They then w ent to the barn and ga ve it a thor ough search. Between

it and the house, a li t tle away fr om the pa th, but in plain sig ht,

stood the c arriag e-house, which they passed by without seeming to

notice. After the y had gone, poor T om w as found in this v ery house,

cur led up under the se ats of the old-fashione d famil y carriag e. He

had never come to the house a t all, but had he ard the v oices of his

hun ters fr om his hiding-plac e, during their whole se arch. About t wo

oÕclock in the morning, F enton w as found b y William W rig ht out in

the f ield. H e had run along the be d of a small w ater c ourse, dr y at

that time o f year, until he c ame to a r ye field amid whose hig h grain

he hid himself un til he thoug ht the dang er w as past. From William

Wrig htÕs the slave-c atchers w ent to Joel Wierman Õs, where, despite

all tha t could be done, the y got poor Sam, took him o ff to Mar yland

and sold him to the tr aders to be tak en far south.

In 1856 William W rig ht w as a delegate fr om Adams county to

the Con vention a t Philadelphia which nomina ted John C. Fremont

for Pr esident of the Uni ted States. As the counties w ere called in

alphabetic al order, he responded f irst among the P ennsylvania

delegation. I t is thoug ht tha t he helpe d away during his whole lif e,

nearly one thousand sla ves. During his la t ter y ears, he was aided in

the good w ork by his childr en, who ne ver hesi tated to sacrif ice their

own ple asure in or der to help a way fug itiv es.

His convictions on the subje ct o f slavery seem to ha ve been born

wi th him, to ha ve grown wi th his gr owth, and str engthene d wi th his

str ength. H e could not r emember when he f irst be came inter ested

in the subje ct.

William W rig ht close d his long and useful lif e on the 25th o f

October , 1865. More for tuna te than his c o-labor er, Daniel Gi bbons,

he lived to see the triumph o f the c ause in which he had labor ed

all his lif e. His lat ter y ears were cheered by the r emembr ance of his

good deeds in the c ause of human fr eedom. M odest and r etiring, he

would not desir e, as he does not ne ed, a eulogy. His labors speak for

themsel ves, and are such as are recorded upon the L ambÕs Book of

Lif e.
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Dr. Bartholomew Fussell

Dr. Fussell, whose de ath oc curr ed wi thin the curr ent year, was no

ordinar y man. He was born in Chester c ounty, Pa., in 1794, his

ancestors being members o f the Socie ty of Friends, principall y of

English orig in, who arriv ed in Americ a during the e arly set tlemen t

of Pennsylvania, some being o f the number who, wi th W illiam P enn,

built their homes on the unbr oken soil, wher e Philadelphia no w

stands.

He inheri ted all the br avery of these early pione ers, who lef t their

homes for the sak e of r elig ious fr eedom, the g overning principle

of his lif e being a dir ect antagonism to e very form o f oppr ession.

Removing in e arly manhood, to Mar yland, wher e negro Slavery was

legally pr otected, he became one of the most ac tiv e opponen ts of

the system, being a friend and c o-labor er of Elisha Tyson, kno wn

and beloved as ÒFather Tyson, Ó by all the sla ves of the r egion, and to

the c ommuni ty at lar ge, as one of the most philan thr opic o f men.

While te aching school during the w eek, as a means of self -

education, and r eading me dicine a t nig ht, the y oung studen t

expended his surplus ener gy in opening a Sabba th-school f or

color ed persons, te aching them the rudimen ts of kno wledge, not

for a f ew hours onl y, but f or the whole da y, and fr equentl y f inding

as many as ninety pupils c ollected to r eceive the inestimable boon

which ga ve them the po wer of r eading the B ible for themsel ves.

To the de eply relig ious natur e of these Afric ans, this w as the one

blessing the y priz ed above all others in his po wer to besto w, and

the o verf lowing gr ati tude the y gave in r eturn, w as a memory he

cherishe d to the la test y ears of his lif e.

After his gr aduation in me dicine, being a t one time c alled upon

to deliv er an addr ess before the M edical Society of Baltimor e, in

the midst o f a pr o-sla very audienc e, and before slave-holding

professors and men o f authori ty, Dr. Fussell, wi th a cour age scarcely

to be c ompr ehended at this la te day, denounc ed Òthe most
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preposter ous and cruel pr actic e of Slavery, as replete wi th the

causes of disease,Ó and expr essed the hope tha t the da y would c ome

Òwhen Slavery and cruelt y should ha ve no abiding plac e in the whole

habi table earth; when the philosopher and the pious Christian c ould

use the saluta tion o f Ôbrother ,Õ and the physician and divine be as

one man; when the rich and the poor should kno w no distinc tion;

the gr eat and the small be e qual in dominion, and the arr ogant

master and his menial slave should mak e a truc e of friendship wi th

each other , all follo wing the same la w of r eason, all guide d by the

same light o f Truth!Ó

As a mat ter o f course, a spiri t so thor oughly awake to the w elfar e

of humani ty, would hail wi th jo y and w elcome as a brother , the

appearance of such a devoted advocate of fr eedom, as Benjamin

Lund y; and, wi th all the w armth o f his na tur e, would g ive love,

admir ation, and r everence to the la ter apostle o f imme diate

emancipa tion, W illiam Llo yd Garrison.

It w as one of the ple asures of Dr . FussellÕs lif e that he had be en

enabled to tak e the f irst number o f the ÒLiberator ,Ó and to continue

a subscri ber wi thout in termission, un til the ba t tle being ende d, the

last number w as announced.

He was himself, one o f the most e arnest w orkers in the An ti-

slavery cause, never omi t ting in a f earless manner , to embr ace an

oppor tuni ty to pr otest against the enc our agement o f a pr o-sla very

spiri t.

Returning to P ennsylvania, to pr actic e his pr ofession, his home

became one of the ha vens wher e the hun ted fug itiv e fr om Slavery

found f ood, shelter and r est. Laboring in c onnection wi th the la te

Thomas Garr et t, o f Wilmington, Del., and wi th man y others, a t

available poin ts, about t wo thousand fug itiv es passed thr ough his

hands, on their w ay to fr eedom, and amongst these, he fr equentl y

had the delig ht o f welcoming some o f his old Sabbath-school pupils.

The mutual r ecogni tion w as sometimes touching in the e xtr eme.

In later lif e, his anecdotes and r eminisc ences, told in the vivid

style, resulting fr om a r emarkably reten tiv e memor y, which c ould

recall word, tone, and g estur e, brought to lif e, some of the most
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in ter esting o f his experienc es with these f leeing bondmen, whose

histories no r omance could ever equal.

Being one o f the signers o f the ÒDeclaration o f Sentimen ts,Ó issued

by the Americ an Anti-sla very Society in 1833, he had also the

gratif ication o f at tending the last me eting o f the Pennsylvania Anti-

slavery Society, called to c elebr ate the do wnfall o f Slavery in

Americ a, and the dissolution o f an or ganization whose purpose w as

effected. Ther e are those, who ma y remember ho w at tha t time, in

perf ect f orgetfulness o f self, the r elation o f the her oism o f his friend,

Elisha Tyson, seemed to r ecall for a momen t, the vig or o f youth to

render the de crepi tude o f age almost majestic.

But i t w as not Slavery alone, which oc cupie d the thoug hts and

at ten tion o f this lar ge-he arted man. He was well kno wn as an

advocate of common school e ducation, o f temper ance, and of every

other in ter est, which, in his vie w, pertaine d to the w elfar e of man.

Unfor tuna tel y, he was addicted to the use o f tobac co fr om his

youth. H aving become convinc ed tha t i t w as an evil, he, f or the sak e

of consistenc y and as an example to others, r esolutel y abandoned

the habi t, at the ag e of seventy. He was fond o f accredi ting his

resolve to a very aged relativ e, who, in r emonstr ating wi th him upon

the subje ct, r eplied to his r emark, tha t a sudden c essation fr om a

practic e so long indulg ed in, mig ht r esult in his de ath: ÒWell, die,

then, and g o to he aven decentl y.Ó

As a practi tioner o f medicine, he w as eminentl y successful, his

intense sympa th y wi th suf fering, seeming to ele vate his faculties

and give them un wonted vigor in tr acing the hidden c auses of

disease, and in suggesting to his mind alle viating ag encies. His

patien ts felt an unspe akable comf or t in his pr esence, well kno wing

that the best possi ble r emedy which his kno wledge, his judgmen t or

his experienc e suggested, would be sele cted, let the dif f icult y and

inconvenienc e to himself be wha t i t w ould. I n cases where lif e hung

tr embling in the balanc e, he would w atch nig ht af ter nig ht, f eeding

the f lick ering f lame un til he per ceived i t brig hten, and this in the

abode of miser y just as fr eely as in the home o f wealth. The lif e-long
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affection o f those whom he r ecalled, was his reward wher e often

none w as sought or e xpected.

He believed in w oman as onl y a thor oughly good man c an, and

fr om early youth, he had be en impr essed wi th her pe culiar f itness

for the pr actic e of medicine. The e xperienc e of a physician

conf irme d him in his sen timen ts, and i t became one of his most

earnest aspir ations to open to her all the a venues to the stud y of

medicine. I n the y ear 1840, he gave regular instruc tion to a class o f

ladies, and i t w as thr ough one o f these pupils, tha t the f irst f emale

graduate in Americ a was inter ested in the stud y of medicine. I n

1846 he communic ated to a f ew li beral-minde d pr ofessional men, a

plan f or the establishmen t o f a college of the hig hest gr ade for the

medical education o f women. This long-cherishe d plan, hallo wed

to him b y the appr obation o f a beloved wif e, was well r eceived.

Others, wi th indomi table zeal, took up the w ork, and f inall y, after

a succession of disappoin tmen ts and disc our agements fr om causes

wi thin and wi thout, the W omanÕs College, on Nor th Colleg e avenue,

Philadelphia, star ting fr om the g erm o f his thoug ht, enter ed on the

career of pr osperi ty i t is so w ell enti tle d to r eceive. Though never at

any time c onnected wi th the c ollege, he regarded i ts success with

the most af fectiona te in ter est, considering i ts pr oposi tion as one o f

the most impor tant r esults o f his lif e.

Happy in having liv ed to see Slavery abolished, and belie ving in

the speedy elevation o f woman to her true digni ty as joint sovereign

wi th man, and in the mi tiga tion o f the e vils of war, intemper ance,

poverty, and crime, which mig ht be expected to f ollo w such a r esult,

he rested fr om his labors, and die d in pe ace.
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Thomas Shipley

This account o f the Lif e of Thomas Shiple y is abridg ed fr om a

Memoir b y Dr. Isaac Parrish, publishe d in 1837.

Thomas Shiple y, one of the f oremost in the e arly generation o f

philan thr opists who de voted their liv es to the e xtinc tion o f human

slavery, was born in P hiladelphia on the se cond o f Four th mon th,

1787. He was the youngest of f ive childr en of William and Mar garet

Shipley, his father ha ving emigr ated fr om Ut toxeter , in

Staf fordshir e, England, about the y ear 1750. From a very early period

in the histor y of the Socie ty of Friends his anc estors had be en

members o f tha t bod y, and he inheri ted fr om them the str ong sense

of personal independenc e, and the lo ve of toler ation and r espect

for the rig hts of others which ha ve ever char acteriz ed tha t bod y of

people.

Soon after his bir th, his mother die d, and he w as thus early

depriv ed of the f ostering c are of a pious and de voted parent, whose

counsels are so impor tant in f orming the y outhful mind, and in

giving a dir ection to futur e lif e.

A few years after the de ath o f his mother , his father w as removed,

and Thomas w as left an orphan bef ore he had at taine d his sixth

year. After this af fecting e vent he w as taken in to the famil y of Isaac

Bartr am, who had marrie d his eldest sister . Here he remained for

several years, acquiring the c ommon rudimen ts of education, and

at a sui table age was sent to W esttown school; af ter r emaining

ther e for a li t tle mor e than a year, he met wi th an ac ciden t, which

render ed i t ne cessary for him to r eturn home; and the ef fects of

which pr evented him fr om pr oceeding wi th his e ducation. H e fell

fr om the top o f a hig h f light o f steps to the gr ound, and r eceived

an in jur y of the he ad, follo wed by convulsions, which c ontinue d at

inter vals for a consider able time, and r ender ed him inc apable of any

effor t o f mind or bod y.

He was, during childhood, r emarkably fond o f r eading, and w as
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distinguishe d among his friends and associa tes for unc ommon

perseverance in accomplishing an ything he under took, a tr ait which

peculiar ly mar ked him thr ough lif e; his disposi tion is said to ha ve

been unusuall y amiable and docile, so as to ende ar him v ery str ongly

to his r elativ es and friends.

After his r emoval fr om Westtown, he w as again taken in to the

famil y of his br other -in-la w, and remained under the c are of his

sister , who w as very much a t tached to him, un til he w as placed as

an appr entic e to the har dware business. While her e, he was entir ely

relieved of the af f lic tion c aused by the fall, and w as restor ed to

sound he alth. About the ag e of t wenty-one, he en ter ed upon the

pursui ts of the business he had sele cted.

The exact time a t which his a t ten tion w as turne d to the subje ct

of slavery cannot be asc ertaine d, but i t is pr obable tha t a testimon y

against i t w as among his earliest impr essions as a member o f the

relig ious Society of Friends. H e joined the ÒPennsylvania Society for

the Pr omoting the Aboli tion o f Slavery,Ó etc., in 1817, and the ar dent

inter est which he took in i ts objects, was evinc ed on man y occasions

wi thin the r ecollection o f many now living. H e was for man y years

an activ e member o f i ts Board of Education, and took a pr ominen t

par t in e xtending the benef its of learning to c olor ed childr en and

youth.

The career of Thomas Shiple y, as it w as connected wi th the

inter ests of the c olor ed communi ty, abounds in inciden ts which

have rarely occurr ed in the lif e of any individual. Being univ ersally

regarded as their ad viser and pr otector , he was constan tl y solici ted

for his ad vice on questions touching their w elfar e. This led him to

investigate the la ws relating to this class o f persons, in all their

extende d ramif ications. The kno wledge he thus ac quir ed, tog ether

wi th his pr actic al acquain tanc e wi th the business and de cisions

of our c our ts, r ender ed his opinion pe culiar ly serviceable on all

mat ters af fecting their rig hts. Never did a mer chant stud y mor e

closely the v aried relations o f business, and their inf luenc e on his

inter ests, than did Thomas Shiple y all those questions which

concerned the w ell-being o f those f or whom he w as so warml y
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in ter ested. He had volun teered his ser vices as their ad vocate, and

they could not ha ve been mor e faithfull y served had the y pour ed out

the w ealth o f Croesus at the f eet o f the most le arned counsel.

On every occasion of popular c ommotion wher e the safety of the

color ed people w as thr eatened, he was found at his post, f earlessly

defending their rig hts, and exerting his inf luenc e wi th those in

authori ty to thr ow around them the pr otection o f the la ws. In the

tumultuous sc enes which disgr aced Philadelphia, in the summer o f

1835, in which the fur y of the mob w as directed against the persons

and pr oper ty of the c olor ed inhabi tants, he acted wi th an ener gy

and prudenc e rarely found c ombine d in the same individual.

The mob had c ollected and or ganized to the number o f several

hundr ed, and were marching thr ough the lo wer par t o f the ci ty,

dealing destruc tion in their c ourse; the houses o f r espectable and

wor th y color ed ci tiz ens were broken in upon, the furni tur e

scat ter ed to the winds, all the y possessed destr oyed or plunder ed,

and the y themsel ves subjected to the most brutal and sa vage

tr eatmen t. Def enceless infanc y and decrepid age were alike

disr egarded in the g eneral devastation which these ruf f ians had

decreed should a t tend their c ourse. The c olor o f the skin w as the

mark by which their v engeance was directed, and the cries and

entr eaties o f their innoc ent and def enceless victims w ere alike

disr egarded in the ac complishmen t o f their ends. Alr eady had

several victims fallen bef ore the fur y of the ruthless band. L aw

and or der w ere laid w aste, and the o ff icers of justic e looked on,

some per haps wi th disma y, and others wi th indif ference, while the

rig hts of ci tiz ens were prostr ated, and their pe aceful and quie t

homes in vaded by the hand o f violenc e. At such a time the v oice

of r emonstr ance or en tr eaty, would ha ve been useless, and had

the avowed friends o f the c olor ed man in terf ered in an y public

manner , the ef fect w ould pr obably have been to incr ease the fur y

of the storm, and to ha ve dir ected the violenc e of the mob upon

themsel ves.

Under these perilous cir cumstanc es, Thomas Shipley was

determine d to a t tempt an ef for t f or their r elief. H e could not look
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on and see those f or whom he w as so deeply in ter ested thr eatened

almost wi th extermina tion wi thout an ef for t f or their pr eservation,

and yet he w as aware that his pr esence amongst the mob mig ht

subject him to assassina tion, wi thout adding to the se curi ty of the

objects of his solici tude. H e, ther efore, determine d to disguise

himself in such a manner as not to be r ecogniz ed, and to ming le

amongst the rioters in or der to asc ertain their obje cts, and if

possible to c onvey such inf orma tion to the pr oper authori ties as

mig ht le ad to the arr est of those most ac tiv e in f omenting disor der.

According ly he lef t his house la te in the e vening, at tir ed so as to

be comple tel y disguised, and r epair ed to the sc ene of tumult. B y

this time much mischief had be en done, and to add fr esh fur y to

the multi tude, and to inci te them to ne w deeds of blood, nothing

was wanting but some ac t o f r esistance on the par t o f their vic tims,

who, during the whole period, had c onduc ted themsel ves with a

forbe arance and patienc e highly cr edi table to them as g ood ci tiz ens

and uprig ht Christians. S uch an oc casion was about to oc cur , and

was prevented by the admir able coolness and f orethoug ht o f

Thomas Shiple y.

A number o f color ed men who had be en driv en to desper ation b y

the ac ts of the mob, and who had r elinquishe d the ide a of pr otection

fr om the civil a uthori ties, determine d to r esort to arms, to def end

themsel ves and their families fr om the fur ther aggr essions of their

persecutors. The y according ly repair ed to Benez et H all, one o f their

public buildings in South Se venth Str eet, wi th a suppl y of f ir e arms

and ammuni tion, de termine d to f ir e upon the assailan ts, and

main tain their post or die in the a t tempt. This fac t became known to

the le aders of the mob, and the cr y was raised to mar ch for the hall,

and make the at tack. Thomas Shiple y who had ming led amongst

the rioters, and appar entl y iden tif ied himself wi th them, w as now

perf ectl y aware of all their designs; he kne w their numbers, he had

seen the implemen ts of destruc tion which the y were brandishing

about them, and he w as aware that the oc curr ence of such a conf lic t

would be a t tende d wi th the most disastr ous results, and mig ht

be the beg inning o f hostili ties which would termina te in the
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destruc tion o f the w eaker par ty, or at le ast in a dr eadful ef fusion

of human blood. Se eing the posi tion in which the par ties w ere now

placed, he lef t the r anks of the rioters, and r an at the top o f his

speed to the house in which the c olor ed people w ere collected,

awaiting the appr oach of their enem y. As he drew near, they were

about c oming out to me et their assailan ts, hig hly exci ted by

continue d outr ages, and determine d to def end themsel ves or die. At

this une xpected momen t, their pr otector dr ew nig h; he r aised his

voice aloud, and addr essed the multi tude. H e depr ecated the ide a

of a resort to ph ysical force, as being calculated to incr ease their

dif f iculties, and to plung e them in to general distr ess, and entr eated

them to r etir e fr om the hall. H is voice was immediatel y recogniz ed;

the ef fect w as electric; the whole thr ong kne w him as their friend;

their f ier ce passions were calmed by the v oice of r eason and

admoni tion. The y could not disr egard his counsels; he had c ome

among them, a t the de ad hour o f nig ht, in the midst o f danger

and trial, to r aise his warning v oice against a course o f measures

they were about to pursue. The y listene d to his r emonstr ances,

and r etr eated before the mob had r eached the building. A t this

junctur e the Ma yor and his o ff icers assembled in fr ont o f the hall,

and by pr ompt and ener getic ac tion suc ceeded in dispersing the

mob, and thr ough the inf orma tion r eceived fr om Thomas Shiple y,

the ring leaders were secur ed and lodg ed in prison.

The par t which Thomas Shiple y acted in the tr ying scenes so

often pr esented in our c our ts, during this unhapp y period, has

invested his char acter wi th a r emarkable degr ee of in ter est. It is

probable tha t his c onnection wi th the P ennsylvania Aboli tion

Society was the means of enlisting his talen ts and exertions in this

impor tant ser vice.

The ener gy and zeal of our friend in his ef for ts for the r elief

of those about to be depriv ed of their de arest rig hts, soon

distinguishe d him as the most ef f icien t member o f the Socie ty, in

this depar tmen t o f i ts duties. So in tense w as his inter est in all c ases

wher e the li ber ty of his f ellow-man w as at issue, tha t, during a

period o f many years, he was scarcely ever absent fr om the side o f
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the unhapp y vic tim, as he sat bef ore our judicial tri bunals, tr embling

for his fa te. The pr omptings o f in ter est, the ple asures and

allur ements of the w or ld, the quie t en joyment o f a peaceful home,

were all cheerfull y sacrif iced, when his ser vices were demanded in

these distr essing cases. Often has he lef t the business, in which

his pecuniar y in ter ests were materiall y involved, to stand b y the

unhapp y fug itiv e in the hour o f his extr emi ty, wi th an alacri ty and a

spiri t which c ould onl y be displa yed by one anima ted by the lo ftiest

principles and the pur est philan thr opy.

Who, tha t has ever wi tnessed one o f these tr ying scenes, can

forget his manl y and honest be aring, as he stood bef ore the

unr elenting and arr ogant claiman t, w atching wi th an e agle eye,

every step o f the pr ocess by which he hope d to gain his vic tim ? Who

has not be en struck wi th his e xpr essive glances toward the judg e,

when a doubtful poin t ar ose in the in vestigation o f the c ase? Who

has not c aught the liv ely expr ession of delig ht which be amed fr om

his countenanc e, when a fac t w as disclosed which had a fa vorable

bearing on the li ber ty of the c aptiv e? Who has not admir ed the

sagacity wi th which his inquiries w ere dic tated, and the tac t and

acumen wi th which he manag ed every par t o f his c ause? His

principle w as unhesitating ly to submi t to e xisting la ws, however

unjust their de crees might be, but to sc an well the be aring o f the

facts and principles in volved in each case, and to see that nothing

was wanting in the chain o f evidenc e, or in the legal poin ts in

question, full y to satisf y the r equisi tions o f law. If a doubtful poin t

arose, he was unwearied in in vestigating i t, and de voted hours, da ys,

and even weeks, in the c ollection o f testimon y which he thoug ht

would have a favorable inf luenc e on the prisoner .

Thr ough his un tiring vig ilanc e, many vic tims ha ve escaped fr om

the hand o f the oppr essor, whose ti tle to fr eedom, according to

the laws of this c ommon wealth, w as undoubte d, and many others,

whose enslavement w as at least questionable.

The time and labor e xpended by Thomas Shiple y in pr otecting the

inter ests of his c olor ed clien ts, would be almost incr edible to those

who w ere not aware of his extr aordinar y devotion to the c ause. The
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only notic e which c an be found among his papers, o f the v arious

slave cases in which he w as engaged, is containe d in a memor andum

book, which he c ommenc ed in the summer o f 1835. In this book

he has note d, in the or der o f their oc curr ence, such instanc es of

dif f icult y or distr ess as demanded his in terf erence, almost wi thout a

commen t. I f ind fr om this book, tha t his ad vice and assistance were

bestowed in t wenty-f ive cases, from Seventh mo. 16th, to Eig hth

mo. 24th, 1836, a period o f li t tle mor e than a mon th. A number

of these c ases requir ed the wri ting o f let ters to distan t plac es; in

some i t w as necessary for him to visi t the par ties in ter ested; and

others demande d his personal a t tendanc e at cour t. This per haps,

may be consider ed as a fair average of the amoun t o f labor which he

constan tl y expended in this depar tmen t o f his bene volent ef for ts;

and when w e consider the time oc cupie d in the ne cessary duties o f

his or dinar y avocations, i t must be e viden t tha t he possessed not

only extr aordinar y humani ty, but unc ommon ac tivi ty and ener gy, to

have accomplishe d so much.

In the memor andum book r eferr ed to, under da te of Tw elf th mo.,

1835, I find the f ollo wing note: ÒSpent eig hteen days in the trial o f

A. Hemsley, and his wif e Nancy, and her thr ee childr en, arr ested at

Mount H oll y, the husband claime d by Goldsbor ough Pric e, executor

of Isaac Boggs, of Queen AnnÕs county, Maryland, and the wif e and

childr en by Richard D. Cooper, of the same c ounty. John W illoug hby,

agent f or both claiman ts. B.R. Brown and B. Clar ke, at torne ys for the

claiman t, and D .P. Brown, J.R. Slack, E.B. Cannon, and G.W. Camblos,

for def endants. After a full argument, in which a manumission w as

produc ed for N ancy, from R.D. CooperÕs father , she and her childr en

were dischar ged, but her husband w as remanded; on which a

certior ari w as served on the judg e, and a habeas corpus plac ed in

the sherif fÕs hands.Ó

ÒAlexander w as discharged by the Supr eme Cour t, at T renton,

Thir d mo. 5th. The cir cumstanc es of the c ase, were brief ly the

follo wing: The w oman and childr en had been regular ly manumi t ted

in Delaware by the fa ther o f the claiman t, while the ti tle o f the fa ther
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to fr eedom w as less positiv e, thoug h suf f icien tl y clear to w arr ant a

vigorous effor t on his behalf. Ó

The f irst obje ct o f the c ounsel on the par t o f the alleg ed fug itiv e,

was to pr ove the manumission o f the mother and childr en, and,

as it w as thoug ht, the ne cessary documen ts for tha t purpose w ere

collected and arr anged. After the trial had pr oceeded, however, for

a short time, the a t torne y for the def endants disc overed a defect

in the testimon y on this poin t; the ne cessary papers, dul y

authen tic ated by the Go vernor or Chief Justic e of Delaware, were

missing, and wi thout them i t w as impossible to mak e out the c ase.

The fact w as immediatel y communic ated to Thomas Shiple yÑhe

saw tha t the papers must be had, and tha t the y could not be

procur ed wi thout a visi t to Do ver, in Delaware. He at onc e

determine d to r epair thi ther in person, and obtain them. W ithout

the kno wledge of the claiman tÕs counsel, who mig ht have taken

advantage of the omission, and hurrie d the c ase to a decision; he

star ted on the e vening o f the sixth da y, and tr aveled as fast as

possible to Do ver, in the midst o f a season unusuall y cold and

inclemen t. On the ne xt morning inquiries w ere made in all

dir ections f or friend Shiple y; i t w as thoug ht str ange that he should

desert his post in the midst o f so exci ting and momen tous a trial,

and at a time when his pr esence seemed to be par ticular ly requir ed.

The counsel f or the prisoners, who w ere aware of his mo vements,

proceeded wi th the e xamination o f wi tnesses as slowly as possible,

in or der to allo w time f or pr ocuring this impor tant link in the chain

of testimon y, and thus to pr ocr astinate the period when the y should

be called upon to sum up the c ase.

For tuna tel y, on the e vening o f the da y on which Thomas Shiple y

set out upon his journe y, it w as proposed to adjourn, and far ther

proceedings w ere postpone d un til Second day morning. A t the

meeting o f the c our t, in the morning, the e xpected messenger w as

not ther e, and the ing enui ty of the c ounsel w as taxed still far ther

to pr ocr astinate the impor tant period. Af ter thr ee hours had be en

consumed in deba te upon legal poin ts, he, who w as so anxiously

looked for, came hurr ying thr ough the cr owd, making his w ay
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toward the bench. H is countenanc e and his mo vements soon

convinc ed the w ondering spe ctators tha t he w as the bearer of

gratif ying ne ws, and in a f ew minutes, the m yster y of his absence

was revealed, by the pr oduc tion o f a documen t which w as the frui t

of his ef for t. The papers c omple tel y establishe d the legal ti tle o f the

mother and childr en to their fr eedom, and placed them out o f the

reach of fur ther perse cution. An a t tack o f illness w as the r esult o f

the extr eme exertion and fa tigue endur ed by this de voted man, in

his earnest ad vocacy of the rig hts of these friendless beings.

The fr eedom o f the husband and fa ther , was, however, still in

jeopardy. If the de cision o f the c our t should be against him, he

would be torn fr om the bosom o f his no w joyful and emancipa ted

famil y, and consigned to a lif e of bondag e. To avert this c alamity,

the c ounsel f or the prisoner sugg ested an expedien t as humane as

it w as ingenious. He proposed tha t a wri t o f certior ari which w ould

oblig e the judg e to r emove the c ase to the Supr eme Cour t and a

habeas corpus fr om the Chief Justic e of the State, should both be

in r eadiness when the de cision o f the judg e should be pr onounc ed,

in c ase that if i t should be unfa vorable, the wri ts mig ht be at onc e

served, and the prisoner r emanded to the sherif f of the c ounty, to be

brought up bef ore the Supr eme Cour t at Trenton f or another trial.

To pr ocur e these wri ts, i t w as necessary to obtain the signa tur e

of the chief justic e of New Jersey, who r esided at Newark, and

again Thomas Shiple y was ready to en ter wi th alacri ty in to the

service. He saw the impor tanc e of the me asure, and that i t w ould

requir e prompt ac tion, inasmuch as the de cision o f the judg e would

probably be pr onounc ed on the f ollo wing da y. It f or tuna tel y

happened tha t a friend w as just about le aving f or N ewark, in his o wn

conveyance, and feeling an in ter est in the c ase, he kindl y invited

friend Shiple y to ac company him. The y lef t in the af ternoon,

tr aveled all nig ht, and arriv ed at Newark by daylight the f ollo wing

morning. The w eary tr aveler w as unwilling, ho wever, to r etir e to

bed, althoug h the nig ht w as exceeding ly cold and tempestuous,

but he pr oceeded at onc e to the house o f the chief justic e. He

called the w or th y judge fr om his be d, offering the impor tanc e of his
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business, and the ne cessity of speedy action, as an apolog y for so

unseasonable a visit. Chief Justic e Hornblo wer, on being inf orme d

of the cir cumstanc es of the c ase, expr essed his ple asure at having i t

in his po wer to ac cede to his wishes and tr eated him wi th a r espect

and kindness which the disin ter ested benevolenc e of his mission

was calculated to inspir e.

Having obtaine d the ne cessary papers, he lef t at onc e for M ount

Holl y, wher e he arriv ed on the f ollo wing da y, in time to plac e the

wri ts in the hands o f the sherif f, just bef ore the de cision o f Judge

H. was pronounc ed. Had he consulte d his ease or convenienc e,

and deferr ed his visi t to N ewark a few hours, or had he, as most

men, under similar cir cumstanc es would ha ve done, r eposed his

weary limbs, af ter a c old and dr eary ride o f eighty miles, in or der

to enable him to r eturn wi th r enewed str ength, he w ould ha ve

arriv ed too la te to r ender this meri torious ef for t ef fectual. As i t

was, he was ther e in time. The judg e, according to the e xpectation

of the friends o f the c olor ed man, gave his decision in fa vor o f

the slave-holders, and or dered poor Ale xander to be g iven up to

the tender mer cies of the e xasperated claiman t. The de cision sen t

a thrill o f indigna tion thr ough the anxious and e xci ted multi tude,

which per haps, was never equalled amongst the inhabi tants of tha t

quiet to wn. The friends o f humani ty had assembled fr om all par ts of

the c ountr y to wi tness the pr oceedings in the c ase. Many of them

were personall y acquain ted wi th the prisoner; the y knew him to

be a man of in tellig ence and in tegri ty; he was an industrious and

order ly ci tiz en, and was universally respected in the neig hbor hood.

He was now about to be made a sla ve, and was declared to be

the pr oper ty of another . The father w as about to be torn fr om his

helpless childr en; the husband in def iance of the Divine c ommand,

was to be wr ested fr om the f ond embr ace of his sorr owing wif e, to

spend his da ys in miser y and toil. And this w as to be done bef ore

the eyes of those who had a just r egard for human rig hts, a hearty

hatr ed of oppr ession. Is it w onderful, tha t under such

cir cumstanc es, ther e should ha ve been a deep abhorr ence for the
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perpe tr ators o f this outr age upon humani ty, and a general sympath y

for the innoc ent captiv e?

But i t w as decreed tha t those f eelings o f honest indigna tion

should be spe edil y supplan ted by the w arm outpouring o f public

grati tude and jo y. While the f eeling o f the spe ctators w as in this

state o f in tense in ter est and exci temen t, the judg e, stern and

inf lexible in his purposes, and the clan o f gr eedy claiman ts r eady

to seiz e upon their pr ey, the sherif f pr oduced his wri t o f certior ari

and handed i t to the c our t. I t w as instantl y returne d, and the judg e

who sat unmo ved, by a scene to which he w as not unac custome d,

and conceiving, per haps, that his o ff icial digni ty was impugne d,

persiste d in his de termina tion tha t the prisoner should be hande d

over to the claiman t. The prudenc e and foresight o f Thomas Shiple y

and his friends had pr ovided, however, for this an ticipa ted dif f icult y.

Happil y for the prisoner , he was yet embr aced under the pr ovision

of tha t consti tution, which se cur ed to him the pr otection o f a

habeas corpus, and this thr ew around him a shield which his

enemies could not pene tr ate. A wri t o f habeas corpus, signe d by the

chief justic e of the State and demanding the bod y of the prisoner ,

before the Supr eme Cour t at i ts next term, w as now pr oduced!

The astonishe d judge found himself c omple tel y foiled. He had

exercised his authori ty to i ts utmost limi t, in suppor t o f the claims

of his slave-holding friends, and had g iven the inf luenc e of his

station and char acter , to bolster up the Ò patriar chal insti tution;Ó but

it w as all in vain. Just as they supposed the y had achie ved a victor y,

they were oblig ed wi th fallen cr ests, to suc cumb to the dic tates of a

higher tri bunal, and to se e their vic tim c onveyed beyond their r each

in the saf e keeping o f the sherif f.

In the Thir d mon th, (Mar ch,) the c ase was brought up bef ore

the Supr eme Cour t f or f inal adjudic ation. I n the me antime, Thomas

Shipley adopte d vigorous measures to have the fac ts collected and

arr anged. He procur ed the aid o f an in tellig ent and humane friend

of the c ause, who r esided near Trenton, to a t tend, personall y to the

case, and secur ed the legal ser vices of Theodor e Freling huysen, well

known as one o f the most g if ted and vir tuous sta tesmen o f the ag e,
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and as a warm and z ealous friend o f the oppr essed. Under these

happy auspices, the case came before the Supr eme Cour t, and gave

rise to a hig hly in ter esting and impor tant ar gument; in which the

distinguishe d Freling huysen appeared as the disin ter ested advocate

of the prisoner , and ur ged upon the c our t his claim to li ber ty, under

the laws of New Jersey, in a speech which w as one of his most

brillian t and eloquen t ef for ts, and added another to the man y laurels

which his g enius and philan thr opy have achieved.

The opinion o f Chief Justic e Hornblo wer w as given at length, and

is said to ha ve displayed a soundness and exten t o f legal kno wledge,

wi th a spiri t o f mildness and humani ty, well w or th y of the hig hest

judicial tri bunal o f New Jersey.

By this de cision, Ale xander H elmsley was declared to be a

fr eeman, and r eturne d wi th r ejoicing in to the bosom o f his famil y,

and to the en joyment o f the rig hts and privileg es of a fr ee citiz en.

Thus termina ted this in ter esting c ase, which f or several mon ths

agitated the public mind o f Bur lington c ounty, to an exten t almost

unequalled.

Such disin ter ested devotion to the def ence of the rig hts of the

oppr essed, had i t been displa yed onl y in the instanc e reci ted, would

be suff icien t to enr oll the name o f Thomas Shiple y on the list o f the

benefactors o f his r ace; but when w e consider tha t, f or a period o f

twenty years, his histor y abounds in similar inciden ts, and tha t he

unif orml y stood f or th as the unf linching ad vocate of the oppr essed,

regardless of the sacrif ices which he w as obliged to mak e on their

behalf, w e are disposed to vie w him as one o f tha t noble band whose

lives have been consecrated to de eds of chari ty and benevolenc e,

and whose names will illumine the mor al f irmamen t, so long as

vir tue and truth shall c ommand the homag e of mankind.

Thomas Shiple y was one of the f ounders o f the Americ an Anti-

Slavery Society, and was an activ e agent in those stirring

movements which soon ar oused the na tion to a full c onsider ation

of the enormi ties o f Slavery. He was a prominen t member o f the

Anti-sla very Convention, which assemble d in this ci ty in 1833, and a

signer o f their de claration o f sentimen ts.
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During the last f ew years of his lif e, he was more devotedly

engaged in his aboli tion labors than a t any pr evious period. I t w as

his constan t desir e to dif fuse the principles which had be en so

fearlessly pr oclaime d by the Con vention, and to enc our age the

forma tion o f Anti-sla very societies thr oughout the spher e of his

inf luenc e. He was one of the most pr ominen t members o f the

Philadelphia An ti-sla very Society, which w as forme d thr ough much

opposi tion, in 1835, and he ste adily adher ed to i ts meetings,

not wi thstanding the thr eats which w ere so loudl y made by the

enemies of public or der.

In the midst o f the popular c ommotions and tumults, which

marked the progress of Anti-sla very principles, he stood c alm and

unmo ved. Having been long kno wn as a f irm friend o f the rig hts

of the c olor ed man, and being amongst the most ef f icien t public

advocates of his c ause, he was of course subjected to the r evilings

which w ere so liberally heaped upon the Aboli tionists a t tha t time.

His name w as associated wi th tha t o f Tappan, Birne y, Green, Jay,

Garrison, and other le ading Aboli tionists, who w ere singled out b y

slave-holders and their abe t tors as f it subjects for the mer ciless

at tacks of exci ted mobs.

In several at tempts which w ere made in this ci ty to stir up the

passions of the ignor ant against the ad vocates of human rig hts,

his person and pr oper ty were openl y thr eatened wi th assault. Such

menaces failed, however, to de ter him fr om the ste ady perf ormanc e

of wha t he belie ved to be a solemn dut y. Being full y satisf ied of

the truth o f the principles which he had espouse d, he relied wi th

unwavering c onf idenc e upon Divine po wer f or their ultima te

triumph, and f or the pr otection o f those who ad vocated them.

When his friends e xpr essed their anxie ty for his saf ety, he always

allayed their appr ehensions, and e vinc ed by the f irmness and

benigni ty of his manner tha t he w as divested of the f ear of man, and

acted under the inf luenc e of tha t spiri t which is fr om above.

The activ e part which Thomas Shiple y took in An ti-sla very

movements, did not diminish his in ter est in the pr osperi ty and

usefulness o f the old P ennsylvania Society. He was a steady
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at tendan t on i ts meetings, and e xercised his w onted care on all

subjects connected wi th i ts in ter ests.

A short time pr evious to his de ath, his ser vices were

acknowledged by his f ellow-members, b y his election to the o ff ice

of pr esident.

The inc essant and fa tiguing labors in which he w as engaged, had

sensibly affected the vig or o f a consti tution na tur ally delic ate, and

render ed him pe culiar ly liable to the inr oads of disease. He was

seized in the a utumn o f 1836, with an at tack o f in termi t ten t f ever,

which c onf ined him to the house f or ten or t welve days, and very

much r educed his str ength; while r ecovering fr om this a t tack, he

experienc ed an accession of disease which termina ted his lif e in

less than t wenty-f our hours. B ut a f ew hours bef ore his death, he

inquir ed of his ph ysicians as to the pr obable issue of his c ase; when

inf orme d of his cri tic al condi tion, he r eceived the in tellig ence wi th

composur e, and imme diatel y requested Dr . Atle e, who w as by his

side, to tak e down some dir ections in r egard to his af fairs, on paper .

In a few minutes af ter this, he quie tl y lapsed in to the sle ep of death,

in the morning, on the 17th o f Nin th mon th, 1836.

His last w ords were, ÒI die at peace wi th all mankind, and hope

that m y tr espasses may be as freely forgiven, as I forgive those who

have tr espassed against me.Ó

To all who kne w him w ell, of wha tever class in the c ommuni ty,

the tidings o f this une xpected event br ought a personal sorr ow.

It w as felt tha t a man of r are probi ty and vir tue had g one to his

reward. But to the c olor ed people the in tellig ence of his de ath w as

at onc e star tling and c onfounding. Their whole c ommuni ty was

bowed down in public lamen tation, f or their w armest and most

steadfast friend w as gone.

They repair ed in lar ge numbers to the house o f their benefac tor

to obtain a last g lance at his lif eless body. Parents br ought their li t tle

ones to the house o f mourning, and as the y gazed upon the f eatur es

of the depar ted, now inanima te in de ath, the y taught their infan t

minds the impr essive lesson, that bef ore them w ere the mor tal

remains of one who had de voted his ener gies to the disen thr alment
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of their r ace, and whose memor y the y should e ver cherish wi th

grati tude and r everence. When the da y arriv ed for c ommi t ting his

remains to the gr ave the evidenc e of deep and per vading sorr ow

among these wr onged and outr aged people w as striking ly apparent.

Thousands, whose serious depor tmen t and deje cted

countenanc es evinc ed tha t the y were full y sensible of their loss,

collected in the vicini ty of his d welling, anxious to testif y their

respect f or his memor y. Theirs w as not the gaz e of the indif ferent

crowd, which clusters ar ound the abodes o f fashion and splendor , to

wi tness the pomp and cir cumstanc e at tendan t on the in termen t o f

the haughty or the rich. I t w as a solemn gathering, br ought tog ether

by the impulse o f feeling, to ming le their te ars and lamen tations a t

the gr ave of one whom the y had lo ved and r evered as a protector

and a friend.

When the he arse arriv ed at the quie t burial plac e in Ar ch str eet,

wher e the Friends f or man y generations ha ve burie d their de ad,

six color ed men c arrie d the bod y to i ts last r esting-plac e, and the

silent te ar of the son o f Afric a over the gr ave of his zealous friend,

was more expr essive of r eal affection than all the par ade which

is sometimes br ought so osten tatiousl y before the public e ye. In

the expr essive words of the le ading ne wspaper o f the da y, ÒAaron

Burr w as latel y burie d wi th the honors o f war. Thomas Shipley was

burie d wi th the honors o f peace. Let the r ef lecting mind pa use in

the honor able contr ast.Ó

As a public speaker Thomas Shiple y was clear, cogent, sometimes

eloquen t, and al ways impr essive. He never at tempte d or atoric al

effect, or studie d harangues. He generally spoke extempor aneously,

on the spur o f the oc casion, and wha t he said c ame warm fr om the

heart. I t w as the simple and unadorne d expr ession of his sentimen ts

and feelings. He was, however, argumentativ e and even log ical,

when the oc casion r equir ed i t. W hen in tensel y in ter ested, his eye

was full o f deep and pier cing expr ession.

Althoug h his education had be en limi ted, and his pursui ts

afforded him but li t tle leisur e time, y et he indulg ed his f ondness f or

reading, and exhi bi ted a refined li ter ary taste in his sele ctions. H e
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has left amongst his books and papers eig ht manuscript v olumes

of about one hundr ed and f if ty pages each, f ille d wi th selections,

copied in his o wn hand wri ting, and culle d fr om the wri tings o f many

of the most g if ted authors, both in poe tr y and pr ose.

These extr acts are generally of a mor al and r elig ious caste, and

include scr aps from Young, Milton, Addison, B urns, Cowper , Wat ts,

Akenside, Pope, Byron, Hemans, and many others.

In the domestic and social cir cle, his conversation w as animated

and instruc tiv e, and always temper ed by tha t kindness and ameni ty

of manners which ende ared him to his famil y and friends.

He was no bigot in r elig ion. W hile a f irm belie ver in the doc trines

of the Gospel as main taine d by the or thodo x Society of Friends, he

yet held tha t r elig ion w as an operativ e principle pr oducing the frui ts

of rig hteousness and peace, in all o f wha tever name, who ar e sincere

follo wers of our Lor d Jesus Christ. I n conclusion w e may add, tha t

mor e than most men he bor e about wi th him the sen timen t o f tha t

old Roman, ÒNihil humanum alienum a me puto, Ó while he added to

it the hig her thoug ht o f the Christian, tha t he who lo veth God lo veth

his br other also. W e need not d well upon the lif e of such a man. To-

day, after the lapse o f mor e than a generation, his memor y is fr esh

and gr een in the he arts of those who kne w him, and who still sur vive

to hand do wn to their childr en the stor y of the trials o f tha t eventful

period in our histor y.

To the Memory of

THOMAS SHIPLEY,

President o f the Pennsylvania Aboli tion Socie ty,

Who die d on the 17th o f Nin th mo., 1836, a devoted Christian and

Philan thr opist.

BY JOHN G. WHITTIER.

Gone to th y Heavenly FatherÕs restÑ

The f lowers of Eden r ound the e blowing!
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And, on thine e ar, the murmurs blest

Of ShiloahÕs waters so ftl y f lowing!

Beneath tha t tr ee of lif e which g ives

To all the e arth i ts healing leavesÑ

In the whi te r obe of angels clad,

And wandering b y tha t sacr ed riv er,

Whose str eams of holiness mak e glad

The ci ty of our God f orever!

Gentlest o f spiri ts!Ñnot f or the e

Our te ars are shed, our sig hs are given:

Why mourn to kno w thou ar t a fr ee

Partaker of the jo ys of Heaven?

Finishe d th y work, and kept th y fai th

In Christian f irmness un to de athÑ

And beautiful as sky and e arth,

When Autumn Õs sun is downward going,

The blessed memor y of th y wor th

Around th y place of slumber g lowing!

But, w o for us I Ñwho ling er still

With f eebler str ength and he arts less lowly,

And minds less ste adfast to the will

Of Him, whose e very work is hol y!

For not lik e thine, is crucif ied

The spiri t o f our human pride:

And at the bondman Õs tale of woe,

And for the outc ast and forsaken,

Not w arm lik e thine, but c old and slo w,

Our w eaker sympathies awaken!

Darkly upon our strugg ling w ay

The storm o f human ha te is sweeping;

Hunted and br anded, and a prey,

Our w atch amidst the dar kness keeping!

Oh! for tha t hidden str ength which c an

Nerve unto de ath the inner man!

OhÑ for th y spiri t trie d and true
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And constan t in the hour o f trialÑ

Prepared to suf fer or to do

In meekness and in self -denial.

Oh, for tha t spiri t meek and mild,

Deride d, spurne d, yet unc omplainingÑ

By man deser ted and r eviled,

Yet fai thful to i ts trust r emaining.

Still pr ompt and r esolute to sa ve

From scour ge and chain the hun ted slave!

Unwavering in the truth Õs defence

EÕen wher e the f ir es of hate are burning,

The unquailing e ye of innoc ence

Alone upon the oppr essor turning!

Oh, loved of thousands! to th y grave,

Sorrowing o f heart, th y brethr en bor e thee!

The poor man and the r escued slave

Wept as the br oken earth close d oÕer the eÑ

And grateful te ars, like summer r ain,

Quick ened i ts dying gr ass again!Ñ

And ther e, as to some pilgrim shrine,

Shall come the outc ast and the lo wly,

Of gentle de eds and words of thine

Recalling memories sw eet and hol y!

Oh, for the de ath the rig hteous die!

An end, lik e Autumn Õs day declining,

On human he arts, as on the sky,

With holier , tender er beaut y shining!

As to the par ting soul w ere given

The radiance of an opening he aven!

As if tha t pur e and blessed lig ht

From off the e ternal altar f lowing,

Were bathing in i ts upward f light

The spiri t to i ts worship g oing!
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Robert Purvis

Was born in Char leston, S.C. on the 4th da y of August, 1810. His

father , William Pur vis, was a nativ e of Ross county, in

Nor thumber land, England. H is mother w as a free-born w oman, of

Charleston. H is maternal gr andmother w as a Moor; and her fa ther

was an Israelite, named Baron Judah. Rober t Pur vis and his t wo

brothers w ere brought to the N or th b y their par ents in 1819. In

Pennsylvania and New England he r eceived his scholastic e ducation,

f inishing i t at Amherst Colleg e. Since that time his home has be en in

Philadelphia, or in the vicini ty of tha t ci ty.

His in ter est in the An ti-sla very cause began in his childhood,

inspir ed by such books as ÒSandford and M erton,Ó and Dr. ToneyÕs

ÒPor tr aitur e of Slavery,Ó which his father put in to his hands. H is

father , thoug h resident in a sla ve state, w as never a slaveholder; but

was heartil y an Aboli tionist in principle. I t w as Rober t Pur visÕ good

for tune, bef ore he at taine d his majori ty, to mak e the acquain tanc e

of tha t earnest and self -sacrif icing pione er of fr eedom, Benjamin

Lund y; and in c onjunction wi th him, w as an early labor er in the

anti-sla very f ield. H e was a member o f the Con vention held in

Philadelphia in 1833, which f orme d the Americ an Anti-sla very

Society; and among the signa tur es to i ts Declaration o f Sentimen ts,

the name o f Rober t Pur vis is to be se en; a record of which his

posteri ty to the la test g eneration ma y be justl y pr oud. During the

whole period o f tha t SocietyÕs existenc e he was a member o f i t;

and was also an activ e member and o ff icer of The Pennsylvania

Anti-sla very Society. To the c ause of the sla veÕs freedom he gave

wi th all his he art his mone y, his time, his talen ts. Fervent in soul,

eloquen t in spe ech, most gr acious in manner , he was a favori te on

the pla tf orm o f Anti-sla very meetings. H igh-tone d in mor al natur e,

keenly sensitiv e in all ma t ters per taining to justic e and in tegri ty,

he was a most valuable coadjutor wi th the le aders of an unpopular

reform; and thr oughout the An ti-sla very conf lic t, he always
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received, as he always deserved, the hig hest conf idenc e and warm

personal r egard of his f ellow-labor ers.

His fai thful labors in aiding fug itiv e slaves cannot be r ecorded

wi thin the limi ts of this sk etch. Thr oughout tha t long period o f peril

to all who dar ed to Òremember those in bonds as bound wi th them, Ó

his house w as a well-kno wn sta tion on the Under ground Rail Road;

his horses and c arriag es, and his personal a t tendanc e, were ever at

the ser vice of the tr avelers upon tha t r oad. In those perilous duties

his famil y heartil y sympathiz ed wi th him, and che erfull y perf orme d

their shar e.

He has lived to wi tness the triumph o f the gr eat cause to which

he devoted his youth and his manhood; to join in the jubile e song

of the Americ an slave; and the thanksg iving o f the Aboli tionists; and

to testif y tha t the w ork of his lif e has been one Òwhose reward is in

itself.Ó
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John Hunn

Was born in Char leston, S.C. on the 4th da y of August, 1810. His

father , William Pur vis, was a nativ e of Ross county, in

Nor thumber land, England. H is mother w as a free-born w oman, of

Charleston. H is maternal gr andmother w as a Moor; and her fa ther

was an Israelite, named Baron Judah. Rober t Pur vis and his t wo

brothers w ere brought to the N or th b y their par ents in 1819. In

Pennsylvania and New England he r eceived his scholastic e ducation,

f inishing i t at Amherst Colleg e. Since that time his home has be en in

Philadelphia, or in the vicini ty of tha t ci ty.

His in ter est in the An ti-sla very cause began in his childhood,

inspir ed by such books as ÒSandford and M erton,Ó and Dr. ToneyÕs

ÒPor tr aitur e of Slavery,Ó which his father put in to his hands. H is

father , thoug h resident in a sla ve state, w as never a slaveholder; but

was heartil y an Aboli tionist in principle. I t w as Rober t Pur visÕ good

for tune, bef ore he at taine d his majori ty, to mak e the acquain tanc e

of tha t earnest and self -sacrif icing pione er of fr eedom, Benjamin

Lund y; and in c onjunction wi th him, w as an early labor er in the

anti-sla very f ield. H e was a member o f the Con vention held in

Philadelphia in 1833, which f orme d the Americ an Anti-sla very

Society; and among the signa tur es to i ts Declaration o f Sentimen ts,

the name o f Rober t Pur vis is to be se en; a record of which his

posteri ty to the la test g eneration ma y be justl y pr oud. During the

whole period o f tha t SocietyÕs existenc e he was a member o f i t;

and was also an activ e member and o ff icer of The Pennsylvania

Anti-sla very Society. To the c ause of the sla veÕs freedom he gave

wi th all his he art his mone y, his time, his talen ts. Fervent in soul,

eloquen t in spe ech, most gr acious in manner , he was a favori te on

the pla tf orm o f Anti-sla very meetings. H igh-tone d in mor al natur e,

keenly sensitiv e in all ma t ters per taining to justic e and in tegri ty,

he was a most valuable coadjutor wi th the le aders of an unpopular

reform; and thr oughout the An ti-sla very conf lic t, he always
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received, as he always deserved, the hig hest conf idenc e and warm

personal r egard of his f ellow-labor ers.

His fai thful labors in aiding fug itiv e slaves cannot be r ecorded

wi thin the limi ts of this sk etch. Thr oughout tha t long period o f peril

to all who dar ed to Òremember those in bonds as bound wi th them, Ó

his house w as a well-kno wn sta tion on the Under ground Rail Road;

his horses and c arriag es, and his personal a t tendanc e, were ever at

the ser vice of the tr avelers upon tha t r oad. In those perilous duties

his famil y heartil y sympathiz ed wi th him, and che erfull y perf orme d

their shar e.

He has lived to wi tness the triumph o f the gr eat cause to which

he devoted his youth and his manhood; to join in the jubile e song

of the Americ an slave; and the thanksg iving o f the Aboli tionists; and

to testif y tha t the w ork of his lif e has been one Òwhose reward is in

itself.Ó

* * * * *

THE CASE OF MOLLY, A SLAVE,
BELONGING TO RÑÑ BÑÑ, OF SMYRNA,
DELAWARE.

BY JOHN HUNN , ENGINEER OF THE UNDERGROUND RAIL ROAD.

Moll y escaped fr om her masterÕs farm, in Ce cil c ounty, Maryland,

and found a plac e of r efuge in the house o f my cousin, John Alston,

near Middle town, Delaware. The man-hun ters, he aded by a

constable wi th a search w arr ant, took her thenc e and lodg ed her in

New Castle Jail. This fac t w as duly publishe d in the c ounty papers,

and her master w ent af ter his cha t tel, and ha ving paid the e xpenses

of her c aptur e took imme diate possession ther eof.

She was hand-cuf fed, and, her f eet being tie d tog ether , she was

placed in the w agon. Before she left the jail, the wif e of the sherif f

gave her a pie ce of br ead and but ter , which her master kick ed out
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of her hand, and sw ore that br ead and but ter w as too good f or her .

After this ac t her master took a drink o f br andy and dr ove off.

He stoppe d at a tavern about f our miles fr om New Castle and

took another drink o f br andy. He then pr oceeded to O dessa, then

called CantwellÕs Bridg e, and got his dinner and mor e brandy, for the

day was a cold one. H e had his horse f ed, but gave no food to his

human cha t tel, who r emained in the w agon cold and hungr y. After

suff icien t r est for himself and horse he star ted again. He was now

twelve miles fr om home, on a g ood r oad, his horse w as gentle, and

he himself in a g enial mood a t the r ecovery of his bond-w oman.

He yielded to the inf luenc e of the liquor he had imbi bed and f ell

into a sound sle ep. Moll y now determine d to mak e another ef for t

for her fr eedom. She according ly worked herself gr adually over the

tail boar d of the w agon, and f ell heavily upon the fr ozen ground.

The horse and w agon passed on, and she r olled in to the bushes, and

waited for deliv erance fr om her bonds. This c ame fr om a color ed

man who w as passing that w ay. As he was neither a priest nor a

Levite, he took the r ope fr om her f eet and guide d her to a c abin

near at hand, wher e she was kindl y received. Her deliv erer could not

take the hand-cuf fs off, but pr omised to bring a person, during the

evening, who c ould perf orm tha t oper ation. H e fulf ille d his pr omise,

and br ought her tha t nig ht to m y house, which w as in sight o f the

one whenc e she had been taken to N ew Castle Jail.

I had no f ear for her saf ety, as I believed tha t her master w ould

not think of looking f or her so ne ar to the plac e wher e she had

been arr ested. Moll y remained wi th us ne arly a month; but, se eing

fug itiv es coming and g oing c ontinuall y, she finall y conclude d to g o

fur ther N or th. I wr ote to m y friend, Thomas Garr et t, desiring him to

get a good home f or M oll y. This he succeeded in doing, and a friend

fr om Chester c ounty, Pennsylvania, came to m y house and took

Moll y wi th him. She r emained in his famil y mor e than six mon ths.

In the me an time the F ugitiv e Slave Law w as passed by Congr ess,

and several fug itiv es were arrested in Philadelphia and sen t back to

their masters. M oll y, hearing o f these doings, be came uneasy, and

finall y determine d to g o to Canada. She arriv ed safely in the Que enÕs
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Dominions, and f elt at last tha t she had escaped fr om the hell o f

Americ an Slavery.

Moll y descri bed her master as an indulg ent one when sober , but

when he w as on a ÒspreeÓ he seemed to tak e great delig ht in

tormen ting her . He would ha ve her beaten unmer cifull y wi thout

cause, and then ha ve her stripes w ashed in salt w ater , then he w ould

have her dr agged thr ough the horse pond un til she w as nearly dead.

This last oper ation se emed to af ford him much ple asure. When

he became sober he w ould e xpr ess regret at having tr eated her

so cruell y. I fr equentl y saw this master o f Moll yÕs, and was always

tr eated respectfull y by him. H e would ha ve his ÒspreesÓ after M oll y

lef t him.

* * * * *

AN ACCOUNT OF THE ESCAPE FROM
SLAVERY OF SAMUEL HAWKINS AND
FAMILY, OF QUEEN ANNEÕS COUNTY,
MARYLAND, ON THE UNDERGROUND
RAIL ROAD, IN THE STATE OF DELAWARE.

BY JOHN HUNN .

On the morning o f the 27th o f 12th mon th (December ), 1845, as

I was washing my hands at the yar d pump o f my residence, near

Middle town, New Castle c ounty, Delaware, I look ed down the lane,

and saw a covered wagon slowly appr oaching m y house. The sun

had just risen, and w as shining brig htl y (after a storm y nig ht) on the

snow which c overed the gr ound to the depth o f six inches. M y house

was situated thr ee quar ters o f a mile fr om the r oad leading fr om

Middle town to O dessa, (then c alled CantwellÕs Bridg e.) On a closer

inspection I notic ed several men w alking beside the w agon. This

seemed rather an e arly hour f or visi tors, and I c ould not ac count f or

the cir cumstanc e. When the y reached the yar d fence I met them,
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and a color ed man hande d me a let ter addr essed to D aniel Corbi t,

John Alston or J ohn H unn; I asked the man if he had pr esented the

let ter to ei ther o f the others to whom i t w as addressed; he said, no,

that he had not be en able to se e either o f them. The le t ter w as from

my cousin, Ezekiel Jenkins, o f Camden, Delaware, and stated tha t

the tr avelers w ere fugitiv e slaves, under the dir ection o f Samuel D.

Burris ( who hande d me the note ). The party consiste d of a man and

his wif e, wi th their six childr en, and four f ine-looking c olor ed men,

wi thout c ounting the pilot, S.D . Burris, who w as a free man, fr om

Kent county, Delaware.

This w as the f irst time tha t I e ver saw Burris, and also the f irst

time tha t I had e ver been called upon to assist fug itiv es from the

hell o f Americ an Slavery. The wanderers were gladly welcomed, and

made as comf or table as possible un til br eakfast w as ready for them.

One man, in tr ying to pull his boots o ff, found the y were fr ozen to

his feet; he w ent to the pump and f ille d them wi th w ater , thus he

was able to get them o ff in a f ew minutes.

This incr ease of thir teen in the famil y was a lit tle embarr assing,

but af ter br eakfast the y all r etir ed to the barn to sle ep on the

hay, except the w oman and f our childr en, who r emained in the

house. They were all very weary, as they had tr aveled fr om Camden

(twenty-seven miles ), thr ough a snowstorm; the w oman and f our

childr en in the w agon wi th the driv er, the others w alking all the

way. Most o f them w ere badly fr ost-bi t ten, bef ore they arriv ed at

my house. In Camden, the y were shelter ed in the houses o f their

color ed friends. Althoug h this w as my f irst ac quain tanc e wi th S.D.

Burris, i t w as not m y last, as he after wards pilote d them himself,

or w as instrumen tal in dir ecting hundr eds of fug itiv es to me f or

shelter .

About t wo oÕclock o f the da y on which these fug itiv es arriv ed

at m y house, a neig hbor dr ove up wi th his da ughter in a sleig h,

apparentl y on a friendl y visi t. I notic ed his r estlessness and fr equent

looking out o f the windo w fr onting the r oad; but did not suppose,

that he had c ome Òto spy out the land. Ó

The wagon and the persons w alking wi th i t, had been obser ved
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fr om his house, and he had r epor ted the fac t in Middle town.

According ly, in half an hour , another sleig h came up, containing

a constable o f Middle town, W illiam H ardcastle, of Queen AnnÕs

county, Maryland, and W illiam Chesnut, o f the same neig hbor hood.

I met them a t the ga te, and the c onstable hande d me an

advertisemen t, wher ein one thousand dollars r eward was offered

for the r ecovery of thr ee runaway slaves, ther ein descri bed.

The constable asked me if the y were in m y house? I said they were

not! H e then asked me if he mig ht search the house ? I decline d to

allow him this privileg e, unless he had a warr ant f or tha t purpose.

While w e stood thus c onversing, the husband o f the w oman wi th

the six childr en, came out o f a house near the barn, and r an in to

the w oods. The constable and his t wo companions imme diatel y gave

chase, wi th man y halloos! Af ter running mor e than a mile thr ough

the sno w, the fug itiv e came toward the house; I w ent to me et him,

and found him wi th his back against the barn-yar d fence, wi th a

butcherÕs knif e in his hand. The man hun ters soon c ame up, and

the c onstable asked me to g et the knif e fr om the fug itiv e. This I

decline d, unless the c onstable should f irst g ive me his pistol, wi th

which he w as thr eatening to shoot the man. H e complie d wi th m y

request, and the fug itiv e handed me the knif e. Then he pr oduced a

pass, proper ly authen tic ated, and signed by a magistr ate o f Queen

AnnÕs county, Maryland, certif ying tha t this man w as free! and tha t

his name w as Samuel Hawkins.

William H ardcastle now advanced, and said tha t he kne w the man

to be fr ee; but tha t he w as accused of running a way wi th his wif e

and childr en who w ere slaves. He also said, that this man had t wo

boys wi th him, who belong ed to a neig hbor o f his, name d Char les

Wesley Glanding, and tha t the f our other childr en and mother

belonged to Catharine T urner , of Queen AnnÕs county, Maryland.

Hardcastle fur ther e xpr essed his belief, tha t this man kne w wher e

his wif e and childr en were at tha t time, and insiste d tha t he should

go before a magistr ate in Middle town, and be e xamine d in r egard

ther eto. H e also expr essed doubts as to the g enuineness o f this pass,

and wishe d the man to g o to Middle town on tha t account also. As
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ther e was no other c ourse to pursue under the cir cumstanc es, I had

my sleigh br ought out, and w e all went to Middle town, bef ore my

friend, W illiam Str eets, who w as then in c ommission as a mag istr ate.

It w as now af ter dar k of this shor t win terÕs day. Soon after our arriv al

at the o ff ice of William Str eets, Hardcastle put his arm v ery loving ly

around the ne ck of the c olor ed man, Samuel Hawkins, and dr ew him

into another r oom. In a shor t time, Samuel c ame out, and told me

that H ardcastle had agr eed, tha t if he, H awkins, w ould g ive up his

two older bo ys, who belong ed to Char les Wesley Glanding; then he

mig ht pursue his journe y wi th his wif e and four childr en. I asked him

if he belie ved Hardcastle would k eep his pr omise? He replied: ÒYes!

I do not think master W illiam w ould che at me.Ó I assured him tha t

he would che at him, and tha t the o ffer w as made for the purpose o f

not onl y get ting the t wo older bo ys (four teen and sixte en years of

age), but his wif e and other childr en to the o ff ice, when all o f them

would be tak en tog ether to the jail, in N ew Castle. Samuel thoug ht

dif ferentl y, and at his r equest, I wr ote to m y wif e for the deliv ery

of the famil y of Samuel Hawkins to the c onstable. The y were soon

for thc oming, and on their arriv al at the o ff ice, a commi tmen t w as

made out f or the whole par ty. Samuel and his t wo older sons w ere

hand-cuf fed, amidst man y tears and lamen tations, and the y all w ent

off under char ge of the man-hun ters, to N ew Castle jail, a distanc e

of eighteen miles.

William Str eets commi t ted the whole par ty as fugitiv es from

Slavery, while the husband ( Samuel), was a free man. This w as done

on account o f the de testa tion o f the wick ed business, as much as on

account o f his friendship f or me.

On their arriv al at the jail, about midnig ht, the sherif f was aroused,

and the c ommi tmen t shown to him; af ter r eading i t, he asked

Samuel if he w as a slave? He said no, and sho wed his pass (which had

been pr onounc ed genuine b y the mag istr ate). The sherif f her eupon

told them, tha t the c ommi tmen t w as not legal, and w ould not hold

them la wfull y. It w as now f irst da y (Sunday), and the man-hun ters

were in a quandar y.

The constable f inall y agreed to g o back and get another
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commi tmen t, if the sherif f would tak e the par ty in to the jail un til

his r eturn; H ardcastle also urged the sherif f to adopt this plan.

According ly the y were taken in to the jail.

The sherif fÕs daughter had he ard her fa therÕs conversation wi th

the c onstable, according ly she sent w ord on First-da y morning,

to m y revered friend, Thomas Garr et t, o f Wilmington, f ive miles

distan t, in r egard to the ma t ter , inviting him to se e the fug itiv es.

Early on Second day morning (M onday), Thomas went over wi th

John Wales, at torne y at law. The lat ter soon obtaine d a wri t o f

habeas corpus fr om Judge Booth o f New Castle, which w as served

upon the sherif f; who, ther efore, brought the whole par ty before

Judge Booth, who dischar ged them a t onc e, as being illegall y

detaine d by the sherif f. Thomas Garr et t, wi th the c onsent o f the

judge, then hir ed a carriag e to tak e the w oman and f our childr en

over to W ilmington, Samuel and the t wo older bo ys walked, so the y

all escaped fr om the man-hun ters. The y went fr om Wilmington to

Byberr y, and set tle d near the farm o f Rober t Pur vis. Samuel Hawkins

and wif e have since died, but their desc endants still liv e in tha t

neighbor hood, under the name o f Hacket t.

Soon after the depar tur e of the fug itiv es from New Castle jail,

the c onstable arriv ed wi th ne w commi tmen ts fr om William Str eets,

and pr esented them in due f orm to the sherif f; who inf orme d him

that the y had been li berated by or der o f Judge Booth! A f ew hours

after , William H ardcastle arriv ed fr om Philadelphia, e xpecting to

take Samuel Hawkins and his famil y to Que en AnnÕs county,

Mar yland. Judge of his disappoin tmen t at f inding the y were beyond

his contr olÑabsolutel y gone! They returne d to Middle town in gr eat

anger, and thr eatened to pr osecute W illiam Str eets for his

par ticipa tion in the af fair .

After the depar tur e of the H awkins famil y fr om Middle town, I

returne d home to se e what had be come of S.D. Burris and his f our

men. I f ound them taking some solid r efr eshment, pr eparator y to

taking a long w alk in the sno w. They lef t about nine P .M., for

Wilmington. I sen t by S.D. Burris a le t ter to Thomas Garr et t,

detailing the arr est and commi tmen t o f S. Hawkins and famil y to
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New Castle jail. The y all arriv ed safely in W ilmington bef ore daylight

next morning. B urris w aited to he ar the r esult o f the e xpedi tion to

New Castle; and ac tuall y had the ple asure of seeing S. Hawkins and

famil y arriv e in Wilmington.

Samuel Burris r eturne d to m y house early on Thir d day morning,

wi th a le t ter fr om Thomas Garr et t, g iving me a description o f the

whole tr ansaction. M y joy on this oc casion was great! and I r eturne d

thanks to God f or this w onderful esc ape of so many human beings

fr om the charnel-house o f Slavery.

OFFICERS OF THE ROAD.

JOHN HUNN

Chief Eng ineer of the Southern End. Se e p. 712.
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SAMUEL RHOADS

STOCKHOLDER. See p. 719.

WILLIAM WHIP PER

CONDUCTOR AT COLUMBIA. See p. 735
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SAMUEL D. BURRIS

CONDUCTOR. See p. 746

Of course this cir cumstanc e exci ted the ir e of many pr o-sla very

edi tors in Mar yland. I had c opies of several papers sent me, wher ein

I was described as a man unf it to liv e in a civiliz ed communi ty,

and calling upon the inhabi tants of Middle town to e xpel such a

dangerous person fr om tha t neig hbor hood! The y also told e xactl y

wher e I liv ed, which enable d many a poor fug itiv e escaping fr om the

house of bondag e, to f ind a he arty welcome and a r esting-plac e on

the r oad to li ber ty. Thanks be to God! f or H is goodness to me in this

respect.

The trial which ensue d fr om the abo ve, came off before Chief

Justice Taney, at N ew Castle. M y revered friend, Thomas Garr et t,

and myself, were ther e convicted of harboring fug itiv e slaves, and

were fined according ly, to the e xten t o f the la w; Judge Taney

delivering the sen tenc e. A detaile d account o f said trial, will full y

appear in the memoirs o f our de ceased friend, Thomas Garr et t.
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Samuel Rhoads

Was born in P hiladelphia, in 1806, and w as thr ough lif e a consisten t

member o f the Socie ty of Friends. H is parents were persons o f

great r espectabili ty and in tegri ty. The son early showed an ardent

desir e for impr ovement, and w as distinguishe d among his y oung

companions f or w arm af fections, amiable disposi tion, and g enial

manners, r are puri ty and r efinemen t o f feeling, and a taste f or

li ter ary pursui ts. Preferring as his associa tes those to whom he

looked for instruc tion and e xample, and aiming a t a hig h standar d,

he won a posi tion, both men tall y and sociall y, superior to his e arly

surr oundings. W ith a k een sense of justic e and humani ty, he could

not fail to shar e in the tr aditional opposi tion o f his r elig ious socie ty

to slavery, and to be quick ened to mor e intense f eeling as the e vils

of the system w ere mor e full y revealed in the An ti-sla very agitation

which in his e arly manhood began to stir the na tion.

A visit to Eng land, in 1834, brought him in to c onnection and

friendship wi th man y leading Friends in tha t countr y, who w ere

activ ely engaged in the An ti-sla very movement, and pr obably had

much to do wi th dir ecting his a t ten tion spe ciall y to the subje ct.

Once enliste d, he never w avered, but as long as slavery existe d

by law in our c ountr y his inf luenc e, both publicl y and priv atel y,

was exerted against i t. He was strengthene d in his c ourse by a

warm friendship and fr equent in ter course wi th the la te Abr aham L.

Pennock, a man whose unbending in tegri ty and f irm alleg iance to

dut y were equalled onl y by his activ e benevolenc e, broad chari ty,

and r are clearness of judgmen t. Samuel Rhoads, like him, while

sympathizing wi th other phases o f the An ti-sla very movement, took

especial in ter est in the subje ct o f abstaining fr om the use o f ar ticles

produc ed by slave labor . Believing tha t the pur chase of such ar ticles,

by furnishing to the master the onl y possibili ty of pecuniar y pr of it

fr om the labor o f his slaves, supplied one motiv e for holding them

in bondag e, and that the pur chaser thus be came, however
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unwi t ting ly, a partaker in the guilt, he f elt c onscien tiousl y bound

to wi thhold his individual suppor t as far as pr actic able, and to

recommend the same c ourse to others.

His pr actic al action upon these vie ws began about the y ear 1841,

and was persevered in, at no small e xpense and inc onvenienc e,

till sla very ceased in this c ountr y to ha ve a legal existenc e. About

this time he uni ted wi th the Americ an Free Produce Association,

which had be en forme d in 1838, and in 1845 took an activ e part

in the f orma tion o f the Free Produce Association o f Friends o f

Philadelphia, Y .M.; both associa tions ha ving the obje ct o f pr omoting

the pr oduc tion b y fr ee labor o f ar ticles usuall y grown b y slaves,

par ticular ly of cot ton. Agents were sent in to the c ot ton States, to

make arr angements wi th small plan ters, who w ere growing c ot ton

by the labor o f themsel ves and their families wi thout the help o f

slaves, to obtain their cr ops, which other wise w ent in to the g eneral

market, and c ould not be distinguishe d. A manufac tor y was

establishe d for w orking this c ot ton, and a limi ted variety of goods

were thus furnishe d. In all these oper ations Samuel Rhoads aide d

eff icien tl y by counsel and mone y.

In 1846, ÒThe Non-sla ve-holder ,Ó a monthl y periodic al, devoted

mainl y to the ad vocacy of the Free Produce cause, was established

in Philadelphia, e di ted by A.L. Pennock, S. Rhoads, and George W.

Taylor . It w as continue d f ive years, for the last t wo of which Samuel

Rhoads conduc ted i t alone. H e wr ote also a pamphle t on the fr ee

labor question. F rom July, 1856 to January, 1867 he was Editor o f the

ÒFriendsÕ Review,Ó a weekly paper , relig ious and li ter ary, conduc ted

in the in ter est of his o wn r elig ious socie ty, and in this posi tion he

gave frequent pr oofs of in ter est in the sla ve, keeping his r eaders well

advised of events and mo vements bearing upon the subje ct.

While thus a wake to all f orms o f anti-sla very effor t, his he art and

hand w ere ever open to the fug itiv e fr om bondag e, who appealed

to him, and none such w ere ever sent away empt y. Though not a

member o f the V igilanc e Commi t tee, he render ed i t fr equent and

most ef f icien t aid, especiall y during the dar k ten y ears after the

passage of the Fugitiv e Slave Law.

1180 | The Under ground Railr oad



A second visi t to Eng land, in 1847, had enlar ged his connection

and corr espondenc e wi th an ti-sla very friends ther e, and in addi tion

to his o wn c ontri butions, v ery consider able sums of mone y were

tr ansmi t ted to him, espe ciall y thr ough A.H. Richardson, for the

benef it o f the fug itiv es. Often when the tr easury of the Commi t tee

ran low, he came oppor tunel y to their r elief wi th funds sen t by

his English friends, while his sympa th y and enc our agement ne ver

failed. The exten t o f his assistanc e in this dir ection w as known

to but f ew, but b y them i ts value was gratefull y acknowledged.

None r ejoiced mor e than he in the o verthr ow of Americ an slavery,

thoug h i ts end c ame in c onvulsion and bloodshe d, at which his

spiri t r evolte d, not b y the pe aceful me ans thr ough which he wi th

others had labor ed to bring i t about. He had some years before been

activ e in pr eparing a memorial to Congr ess, asking that bod y to

make an effor t to put an end to sla very in the S tates, by offering

fr om the na tional tr easury, to any State or States which w ould

emancipa te the sla ves ther ein, and engage not to r enew the system,

compensation f or losses thus sustaine d. This pr oposi tion w as made,

not as admi t ting an y right of the masters to c ompensation; but on

the gr ound tha t the whole na tion, ha ving shar ed in the guilt o f

main taining sla very, might justl y share also in wha tever pecuniar y

loss might f ollo w i ts abandonmen t.

This memorial w as sent to Congr ess, but elici ted no r esponse; and

in the fulness o f time, the na tion paid e ven in mone y many times

any possible pric e that could ha ve been demande d under this plan.

Samuel Rhoads died in 1868.
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George Corson

Was born in P lymouth to wnship, M ontgomer y county, Pennsylvania,

January 24th, 1803. He was the son o f Joseph and H annah Corson.

He was marrie d January 24th, 1832, to Mar tha, daughter o f Samuel

and Susanna Maulsby.

Ther e were perhaps few mor e devoted men than Ge orge Corson

to the in ter ests of the oppr essed everywher e. The slave, fleeting

fr om his master , ever f ound a home wi th him, and f elt while ther e

that no sla ve-hun ter w ould g et him a way until e very means of

protection should fail. H e was ever r eady to send his horse and

carriag e to c onvey them on the r oad to Canada, or else wher e

towards fr eedom. H is home w as always open to en ter tain the an ti-

slavery advocates, and being w arml y suppor ted in the c ause by his

excellent wif e, everything which the y could do to mak e their guests

comf or table w as done. The Bur leighs, J. Miller M cKim, Miss Mar y

Grew, F. Douglass, and others will not soon f orget tha t hospi table

home. I t is to be r egret ted tha t he die d before the emancipa tion

of the sla ves, which he had so long labor ed for, arriv ed. In this

connection i t may not be impr oper to sta te tha t simultane ously wi th

his labors in the An ti-sla very cause, he was also laboring wi th z eal

in the c ause of Temper ance. Of his ef for ts in tha t dir ection thr ough

nearly thir ty years, our spac e will not allo w us to spe ak. His lif e

and labors w ere a daily pr otest against the tr aff ic o f rum. Ther e

is also another phase o f his char acter which should be men tione d.

Whenever he saw animals abuse d, horses beaten, he instan tl y

interf ered, often at gr eat risk o f personal harm fr om the brutal

driv ers about the lime quarries and ir on or e diggings. So firm, so

determine d was he, that the cruellest ruf f ian felt tha t he must yield

or c onfr ont the la w. Take him all f or all, ther e will r arely be found

in one man mor e universal benevolenc e and justic e than w as

possessed by the subject o f this notic e.

Hir am Corson, br other o f the subje ct o f this sk etch, and a fai thful

1182 | George Corson



co-labor er in the c ause, in r esponse to a r equest tha t he w ould

furnish a r eminisc ence touching his br otherÕs agency in assisting

fug itiv es, wrote as follo ws:

November 1st, 1871.

DEAR ROBERT:ÑWm. Still wishes some ac count o f the

case of the negr o slave taken fr om our neig hbor hood some

years ago, after an a t tempt b y my br other Ge orge to r elease

him. (About thir ty years ago.) George had been on a visi t to

our br other Char les, living a t the f ork of the Skippack and

Perkiomen Cr eeks, in this c ounty, and on his r eturn, la te in

the af ternoon, while c oming along an obscur e road, not the

main dir ect r oad, he came up to a man on horseback, who

was follo wed at a distanc e of a few feet by a color ed man

wi th a r ope tie d around his ne ck, and the other end held b y

the person on horseback.

George had had experienc e wi th those sla ve-driv ers

before, as in the c ase of John and James Lewis, and wi thal

had become deeply in ter ested in the An ti-sla very cause. He,

ther efore, inquir ed of the moun ted man, wha t the other had

done tha t he w as to be thus tr eated. He quietl y remarked

that he w as his slave and had run a way. He then asked by

what authori ty he held him. H e said by warr ant fr om Esquir e

Vanderslic e. Indignan t at this gr eat outr age, my br other

hurrie d on to N orristo wn, and w aited his arriv al wi th a

process to arr est him. The sla ve-master , conf iden t in his

rig hts, bold in the c ountr y of those pr etende d fr eemen, who

were ever r eady to kiss the r od of Slavery, came slowly riding

into N orristo wn, just bef ore sunset, wi th the r ope still fast to

the slaveÕs neck. He was immediatel y taken before a Justice

of the Peace, whose name I do not no w r emember . The

people gather ed around; anxious inquiries w ere made as to

the person who had the a udaci ty to question the rig ht o f

this quie t, peaceable man to do wi th his sla ve as he pleased.

Great scorn w as expr essed for the busy Aboli tionists. Much
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sympath y given to the abuse d slave owner . It w as soon

decided, by the aid o f a volun teer lawyer, whose sons have

since fought the ba t tle f or fr eedom, tha t the sla ve-o wner

had a rig ht to tak e his slave wher eever, and in wha tever w ay

he pleased, thr ough the c ountr y, and not onl y tha t, but a t his

call for help i t w as the bounden dut y of every man, called

upon, to aid him; and the person who had the a udaci ty to

stop him w as thr eatened wi th punishmen t.

But GeorgeÕs blood w as up, so pained was he at the sig ht

of a man, a poor man, a helpless man, being dr agged thr ough

fr om Pennsylvania wi th a halter ar ound his ne ck, tha t,

amidst the je ers and insults o f the debase d cr owd, he

denounc ed Slavery, its aiders and abe t tors, in tones o f scorn

and loathing. B ut the man thief w as left wi th his pr ey.

Thr ough the ad vice of those who stood b y the slave laws

and who knelt bef ore the slave power, as personif ied by tha t

hun ter o f slaves, the r ope was taken fr om the ne ck, and the

man guar ded while the master r egaled himself. Tha t nig ht he

disappeared wi th his man.

I can also give a few par ticulars o f the esc ape of the

Gorsuch mur derers, fr om Norristo wn on their w ay to

Canada. There should be a por tr ait o f Daniel Ross, and a

histor y of his labors during t wenty or mor e years. Hundr eds

were enter taine d in his humble home, and i t w as in his home

that the Gorsuch mur derer w as secreted. He must not be

lef t out. I c an also get the whole histor y, escape, captur e,

trial, c onviction and r edemption o f James and John Lewis,

and one other . They were captur ed her e wi thin sig ht o f our

house. George Corson, Esq., publishe d i t all, about ten y ears

ago. Respectfull y,

ROBERT R. CORSON.

HIRAM CORSON.
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Charles D. Cleveland

Mr . Still has ask ed me to r ecord the par t tha t m y father bor e in the

Anti-sla very enterprise, as i t began and gr ew in this ci ty. I compl y,

because the histor y of tha t strugg le would be v ery inc omple te, if

fr om i t w ere omi t ted the pe culiar w ork which m y fatherÕs position

here shaped for him. Y et I c an onl y indic ate his w ork, not por tr ay

it; tell some o f i ts elemen ts, and then le ave them to the mor al

sympathies o f the r eader to upbuild. F or, first, his labor f or the lo ve

of man w as evenly distri bute d thr ough the mould and mo vements

of his en tir e lif e; and fr om a perpe tual curr ent o f nourishing blood,

one cannot name those par ticular a toms tha t ar e busiest or richest

to sustain vi tali ty. And, fur ther , if I c ould he ar his voice, it w ould

forbid an y detaile d account o f wha t he accomplishe d and endur ed.

It w as all done unobtrusiv ely in his lif e; bravely, def iantl y, in r egard

of the e vil to be me t and master ed, but as unc onsciousl y in r egard

of himself as e very conviction w orks, when i t is as br oad as the

entir e spiri tual lif e of a man and has his en tir e spiri tual f orce to g ive

it expr ession. I kno w, ther efore, that while I should be permi t ted

to men tion so much o f his ser vice as the histor y of the c onf lic t

mig ht demand, I should be f orbidden all tale o f sacrif ice and labor

that mer e personal narr ativ e would include; and I ask no w onl y

this: W hat peculiar inf luenc e did he exert f or the fur ther ance of the

cause which so lar gely absorbed his labor and lif e? Did he contri bute

anything to i t stampe d wi th the signa tur e of so clear an individuali ty

that no other man c ould ha ve contri bute d qui te the same ? To this I

main tain an af f irma tiv e answer; and in wi tness of i ts truth, I sk etch

the general course o f his lif e, that thr ough i t w e may f ind those

elements of his char acter which in tui tiv ely ranged him on the side

of the slave.

When my father c ame to Philadelphia in 1834, his sen timen ts

in r egard to Slavery were those held g enerally in the N or thÑan

easy-going wish to a void dir ect issue wi th the South on a question

Charles D. Cleveland | 1185



supposed to be pe culiar ly theirs. B ut the winds o f Heaven owned to

no decorous limi t in Mason and Dix onÕs line; and ther e were larger

winds blo wing than theseÑ winds rising in the v ast labor atories o f

the general human he art, and destine d to sw eep in to all the v ast

spaces of human w ant and w oe. The South w as finding, thr ough

her blacksÕ perpetual def iance of tor tur e and death f or fr eedom,

that ther e was perhaps something, e ven in a negr o, which most

vexatiousl y refused to be c ounted in wi th the f igur es of the

auctione erÕs bill o f sale; and now the N or thÕs lesson was coming

to her Ñtha t the soul o f a centur yÕs civiliza tion w as still less

pur chasable than the soul o f a slave. A growing f eeling o f humani ty

was stirring thr ough the nor thern S tates. It w as not the w ork, I

think, o f any man or bod y of men; i t w as rather i tself a cr eativ e

force, and made men and bodies o f men the r esults o f i ts awakening

inf luenc e. To such a power, my fatherÕs natur e was quickl y

responsive. Both his he ad and his he art r ecogniz ed the terri ble

wr ongs of the ensla ved, and the ur gency wi th which the y pr essed

for r emedy; but wher e was the means? From the f irst, he f elt tha t

the mo vement which br ought Freedom and Slavery fair ly in to the

field and squar ely against each other , thr ew unne cessary obstacles

in i ts own w ay by the violenc e wi th which i t w as begun and

prosecute d. If he w ere to w ork at all in the c ause, he determine d to

work wi thin the limi ts of r ecogniz ed law. The Coloniza tion Socie ty

held out a g ood hope; a t le ast, he could see no other as close to the

true but closer to the f easible; and, af ter c onnecting himself wi th i t,

he seems to have been conten t f or a while on the sc ore of poli tic al

mat ters, and to ha ve devoted himself to wha t he had adopte d as

his chief purpose in lif e. This was, enlarging the spher e of female

education, and g iving i t a mor e vigorous tone. T o this he task ed all

his abili ties. H is convictions on the subje ct w ere very earnest; his

str ength o f char acter suf f icien t to be ar them out; so tha t, in a shor t

time, he w as able to establish his school so f irml y in the r espect

of this c ommuni ty, that, f or t wenty-f ive years, all the odium tha t

his activi ty in the An ti-sla very cause drew upon him did not f or a
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momen t abate the public c onf idenc e accorded to his pr ofessional

power.

It w as in 1836, in one of his vacations, tha t his mind w as violentl y

turne d inwards to r e-examine his sta tus upon the An ti-sla very

question. H e happened to be visi ting his old c ollege-friend, Salmon

P. Chase, at Cincinna ti, and, f or tuna tel y for the spiri tual lif e of both

men, i t w as at the time o f the terri ble riots tha t br oke up the

press of John G. Birne y. Both being kno wn as alr eady favoring the

cause of the sla ve, they stood in much peril f or several days; but

when the dar k time w as passed, the cle arness tha t def ined their

sentimen ts w as seen to be w or th all the personal dang er tha t had

bought i t. Self-delusion on the subje ct w as no longer possi ble. The

deductions fr om the fac ts were as plain as the fac ts themsel ves.

The t wo friends took c ounsel tog ether , and adopte d the polic y fr om

which thenc eforward nei ther e ver swerved. A great cloud w as rolled

fr om their e yes. In all this turmoil o f riot, the y saw on the one side,

indeed, a love of man gr eat in i ts devotion; but on the other , a

mor al deadness in the N or th so pr ofound and de termine d tha t i t

thr eatened thus brutall y any voice that w ould disturb i t. Their dut y,

then, w as eviden t: to f ling all the f orces of their liv es, and by all

social and poli tic al means, right against this iner tness, and shat ter

it if the y could. To Mr . Chase, the course o f things ga ve the lar ger

poli tic al work; to m y father , the lar ger social. H is diar y records how

amazed he w as, when he r eturne d to Philadelphia, a t his f ormer

blindness, and ho w thankful to the spiri t o f love that had touche d

and cleansed his eyes that he mig ht see GodÕs image erect. He knew

now tha t his lot had be en cast in the v ery str onghold o f apath y, the

home o f a luk ewarm spiri t, which, not c ontaining an ything posi tiv e

to k eep i t close to the rig ht, le t i ts sullen nega tiv eness gravitate

towards the wr ong. It will be dif f icult to mak e coming g enerations

understand, not the f laming an tagonism to humani ty, but the mor e

brutal a voidanc e of i t tha t rule d the poli tic al tone in this la ti tude,

fr om 1836 to 1861. I have thoug ht o f the w ord bitterness, as

expr essing it; but thoug h tha t mig ht convey somewhat o f i ts r ecoil

when disturbe d, i t pic tur es nothing o f i ts inhuman solici tude
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against all disturbanc e. Conservatism, i t w as called; and certainl y

it did c onserve the de vil admir ably. At the South, one r ace of men

were so basely wielding a gr eater ph ysical power over another r ace

of men, as to crush fr om them the a t tri butes o f self -r esponsible

creatur es; Philadelphia, the ci ty of the N or th ne arest the wr ong,

made no ple a for humani tyÕs claims. I t w ent on, this monstr ous

abrogation o f everything tha t lends sanc ti ty to man Õs relations on

earth, till sla ves were beasts, wi th instinc ts annihila ted, and masters

demons, wi th instinc ts r eversed; Philadelphia made no ple a for the

violated rhythm o f lif e on ei ther side. E ven the Chur ch betr ayed

its mission, and pr actic ally aided in stamping out fr om millions the

spiri t tha t r elated them to the Divine; still P hiladelphia made no

plea for GodÕs love in his humani ty. Ut ter ly insensi ble to the most

pier cing appe als that man c an make to man, she lo ved her har dness,

clung to i t; and if, no w and then, a v oice fr om the N or th ble w do wn,

warning ly as a trumpe t, the gr eat ci ty turne d slugg ishly in her be d

of spiri tual and poli tic al torpor , and crie d: Let be, le t be! a li t tle mor e

slumber! a li t tle mor e folding o f the hands to m y mor al death-sle ep!

This souring o f fai th, this half -par alysis of the he artÕs beating, this

blurring o f the in tui tions tha t mak e manhood possi ble, were what

my father f ound her e in tha t year of our Lor dÕs grace, 1836. It will be

wor th while to w atch him mo ve into the f ight and be ar his par t in

its thick est, just to le arn ho w lar gely histor y lays her humani tarian

advances on a few willing souls.

The means which la y readiest to his use f or r ousing the dorman t

spiri t o f the ci ty was his social posi tion. And y et ho w har d, one

would think, i t must ha ve been to mak e this sacrif ice. He came

accredi ted by all the claims o f f inishe d cultur e, a man consecrated

to the scholarÕs lif e.1Then, wi th the sensi tiv eness that springs fr om

1.All tha t I her e wri te of my father , I wri te equally of his

co-labor er in the same spher e of workÑRev. W.H.

Furness; and if i t is true o f others whom I did not kno w,
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in telle ctual br eeding, one will look to se e him shrink fr om conf lic t

wi th the c allous condi tion o f feeling ar ound him. The g lamour o f

book-lor e will spr ead over i t, and hide i t fr om his sig ht. He has

a noble enoug h mission, a t all e vents: to r aise the standar d of

educational cultur e in a ci ty tha t har dly knows the me aning o f

the term; and if an y glimpse should c ome to him o f the le thar gic

inhumani ty around him, he c an afford to le t i t pass as a glimpseÑhis

look being f ixed on the sacr ed heig hts which the scholarÕs feet must

tr ead.

Ah, how his c ourse, so dif ferent, pr oves to us tha t the true scholar

is always a scholar o f truth. N o mat ter wha t elemen t o f the public

sentimen t he me tÑthe listlessness o f pamper ed wealth; the brutal

prejudic e of some voting sa vage; the r efined sneer of let ter ed

dile t tanteism; the purpose d aversion o f tr ade or pulpi t f earing

disturbe d mar kets or pe ws;Ñhe be at lustil y and inc essantl y at all the

par ts of the ir on imag e of wr ong si t ting stolidl y her e wi th close-

shut eyes. No mat ter when i t w as, on holida y or w orking-da y or

Sabbath; at home and abr oad; in the par lor , the str eet, the c ounting-

room; in his school and in the Chur ch;Ñhe bor e down on this apa th y

and i ts br ood o f scorns lik e a west wind tha t sweeps thr ough a ci ty

dying under w eight o f miasma. And the wind mig ht as well cease

blowing y et not c ease to be wind, as m y fatherÕs inf luenc e stop and

himself liv e. It scat ter ed the g ood seed everywher e. How often have

I heard him say, ÒI know nothing o f wha t the har vest will be; I am

responsible onl y for the so wing.Ó And bravely went the so wing on,

wi th the br oadcast largesse of love. There was no breeze of talk tha t

did not c arr y the seeds;Ñto the w ayside, for fr om those tha t even

chance upon the truth the f owls of the air c annot tak e it all; to thin

soil and among thorns, f or no he art so f eeble or chok ed tha t will

then to their memor y also I bear this r ecord of the t wo

whose labors and char acters i t has been the de epest

privileg e of my lif e to kno w so well.

Charles D. Cleveland | 1189



not f ind in a sing le dayÕs growth o f truth g ermina tion f or eterni ty; to

ston y places, for no cr anny in the r ocks tha t c an hold a seed but c an

be a home f or riving r oots;ÑÓAnd other f ell on g ood gr ound and did

bring f or th frui t.Ó

Thus i t w as primaril y to r ouse those o f his o wn class tha t he

labor ed, to gall them in to seeing (thoug h the y should turn again

and r end him ) that mor al supineness is mor al decay, that the soul

shriv els into nothingness when wr ong is acquiesced in, as sur ely as

it is torn and sc at ter ed by the furies le t loose wi thin i t, when wr ong

is done. But just ther e lay the dif f icult y and pain o f his mission:

that, fr om his ackno wledged standing in the li ter ary wor ld, and as

a leader in the in ter ests of hig her education, his pa th br ought him

into c ontact mainl y wi th the cultur ed, and i t w as among these that

the pr o-sla very spiri t rule d wi th i ts bi t ter est string ency. Not

cultur ed: let us unsay the w ord; rather , wi th the g loss and har d

polish which r eading and w ealth and the f iner appoin tmen ts of

living c an thr ow over spiri tual arr est or de cay. Cultur e is a holy

word, and dar e be used of in telle ctual ad vance only when the mor al

sympathies ha ve kept equal step. I t includes some thing be yond an

amateur sen timen t; in fa vor o f wha t w e favor. If i t does not open

the ear to e very cr y of humani ty, strugg ling up or slipping back, i t is

no cultur e proper ly so called, but a sham, a mask o f wax, a varnish

wi th cruel g li t ter; and wha t a double wr ath will be pour ed on him

who cr acks the w ax and the v arnish, not onl y because of the rude

awakening, but be cause the cr ack shows the sham.

It is impossi ble for us no w to r ealize what r evenge this class

dealt to m y father f or t wenty-f ive years. Consider their po wer of

revenge. They could not f orce a loss of pr oper ty or o f lif e, it is

true; the y made no open assault in the str eet; their Ôdelic acyÕ held

itself abo ve common vi tuper ation. B ut the y wielde d a greater po wer

than all these o ver a man whose e very accomplishmen t made him

their e qual, and the y used i t wi thout stin t. They doome d him to

the slo w mar tyrdom o f social sc orn. The y shut their doors against

him. The y elbowed him fr om every posi tion to which he had a wish

or a rig ht, except public r espect, and the y could not el bow him
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fr om tha t unless the y pushed his char acter fr om i ts poise. The y

cut him o ff fr om every friendl y regard which w ould else have been

devotedly his, on tha t le vel of educated lif e, and limi ted him to

Ôsoli tar y conf inemen tÕ within himself. The y compelle d him to w alk

as if under a ban or an ana thema. H ad he been a leper in S yrian

deserts, or a disciple o f Jesus among Pharisees, he could not ha ve

been mor e ut ter ly banished fr om the r egion o f homes and self -

consti tute d pie ty. They showered inef fable contempt upon him in

every way consisten t wi th their li t tleness andÑr efinemen t. Slight,

sneer, insult, all the m yriad indigni ties tha t onl y Ôgood socie tyÕ can

devise, these w ere what m y father r eceived in r eturn f or his lo ve and

his work in lo ve.

How li t tle personal r elation all this obloqu y bor e to him, le t this

stand as evidenc e: that he not onl y continue d his w ork, but dail y

gave it mor e caustic ener gy and wider sc ope. As I have hin ted, he

did not, in poli tic al mat ters, g ive in his adher ence to tha t class of

aboli tionists who, as he thoug ht, thr ew away their best chanc es of

success in refusing to w ork wi thin c onsti tutional pr ovisions. He was

prouder tha t this sing le communi ty should c all him Òaboli tionist, Ó

thoug h i t spat the w ord at him, than if the whole e arth should hail

him wi th the king liest ti tle; but he lo ved the name too w ell not to

make it stand f or some pr actic al fact, some f easible and or ganized

effor t. He believed tha t our N ational Consti tution did, inde ed, hold

many compr omises wi th Slavery, but w as framed, in the majori ty

of i ts pr ovisions and c ertainl y in the totali ty of i ts spiri t, in the

inter ests of fr eedom; and tha t i t onl y needed enforcement by the

choic e of the ballot-bo x to bring the South ei ther to an amic able or

a hostile se t tlemen t o f the question. W hich, he did not ask or c are.

The dut y of the pr esent could not be mis-r ead; it w as wri t ten in the

vote.

With these vie ws, he gave much time and w ork to or ganizing in

this State, ÒThe National Li ber ty Party,Ó in 1840, and to securing

fr om Pennsylvania some of the se ven thousand v otes tha t w ere cast

for John G. Birne y in tha t year thr oughout the Union. B y the time

another ele ction c ame, the par ty had swelled i ts numbers to se venty
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thousand. T o contri bute his shar e towards this suc cess, tract af ter

tr act, addr ess after addr ess, were wri t ten and sen t br oadcast;

meetings w ere convened, commi t tees forme d, resolutions fr amed,

speeches made, peti tions and r emonstr ances sent, public ac tion

fearlessly sif ted and cri ticise d; in shor t, because he held a ste ady

fai th in men Õs humane pr omptings when ultima tel y reached, he

Ôcrie d aloudÕ to them by every access, and Ôspared notÕ to call them

fr om their timidi ty and time-ser ving to manl y ut ter ance thr ough

the ballot-bo x.

Of such appe als, his addr ess of the ÒLiber ty Party of Pennsylvania,

to the pe ople o f the State,Ó issued in 1844, may stand as a sample. I t is

a vivid por tr ayal of the sla ve powerÕs insidious encr oachmen ts, and

of i ts monopoliz ed guidanc e of the Go vernmen t. I t gathers up the

national sta tistics in to gr oups, shows how new meaning is r ef lected

fr om them thus r elated, tha t all uni te to illustr ate the sing le fact o f

the South Õs steady incr ease of power, her tig htening gr asp about the

thr oat o f governmen t, and her buf fets of thr eat to the N or th when a

weedling palm faile d to palsy fast enoug h. It w arns nor thern v oters

of the under tow tha t is dr awing them, and adjur es them, b y every

consider ation o f poli tic al common sense, not to c ast their ballots f or

either o f the pr o-sla very candidates pr esented. The conclusion o f

this addr ess is as follo ws:

OUR OBJECT.

ÒAnd now, fellow-ci tiz ens, you may ask, what is our obje ct

in thus e xhi bi ting to y ou the alarming inf luenc e of the sla ve

power? Do we wish to e xci te in y our bosoms f eelings o f

hatr ed against ci tiz ens of a common c ountr y? Do we wish

to arr ay the Free states against the Sla ve states in hostile

strif e? No, fellow-ci tiz ens. But w e wish to sho w you tha t,

while the sla ve states are inf erior to us in fr ee popula tion,

having not e ven one half o f ours; inf erior in mor als, being the
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region o f bowie kniv es and duels, of assassinations and l ynch

law; inf erior in men tal at tainmen ts, having not one-f our th o f

the number tha t c an read and wri te; inf erior in in tellig ence,

having not one-f if th o f the number o f li ter ary and scien tif ic

periodic als; inferior in the pr oduc ts of agricultur e and

manufac tur es, of mines, o f f isheries, and o f the f orest;

inf erior , in shor t, in e verything tha t consti tutes the w ealth,

the honor , the digni ty, the stabili ty, the happiness, the true

greatness of a nation,Ñi t is wr ong, i t is un just, i t is absur d,

that the y should ha ve an inf luenc e in all the depar tmen ts

of governmen t so en tir ely dispr opor tiona te to our o wn. We

would ar ouse you to y our o wn true in ter ests. We would ha ve

you, lik e men, f irml y resolved to main tain y our o wn rig hts.

We would ha ve you say to the South,Ñif y ou choose to hug

to y our bosom tha t system which is c ontinuall y in juring and

impo verishing y ou; tha t system which r educes two millions

and a half o f nativ e Americ ans in your midst to the

most abject condi tion o f ignor ance and vice, wi thholding

fr om them the v ery key of kno wledge; that system which

is at w ar wi th every principle o f justic e, every feeling o f

humani ty; tha t system which mak es man the pr oper ty of

man, and perpe tuates tha t r elation fr om one g eneration to

another; tha t system which tr amples, continuall y, upon a

majori ty of the c ommandmen ts of the De calogue; tha t

system which c ould not liv e a day if i t did not g ive one par ty

supreme contr ol over the persons, the he alth, the li ber ty,

the happiness, the marriag e relations, the par ental authori ty

and f ilial obliga tions o f the other;Ñif y ou choose to cling

to such a system, cling to i t; but y ou shall not cr oss our

line; y ou shall not bring tha t f oul thing her e. We know, and

we here repeat i t f or the thousand th time to me et, f or the

thousand th time, the c alumnies o f our enemies, tha t while

we may pr esent to y ou every consider ation o f dut y, we have

no rig ht, as well as no po wer, to alter y our State laws. But

remember , that slavery is the mer e creatur e of loc al or
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statute la w, and cannot e xist out o f the r egion wher e such

law has force. ÔIt is so odious,Õ says Lord Mansf ield, Ôthat

nothing c an be suffered to suppor t i t but positive law.Õ

ÒWe would, ther efore, say to y ou again, in the str ength

of tha t Consti tution under which w e live, and which no

wher e countenanc es slavery, you shall not bring tha t f oul

thing her e. You shall not f orce the c orrupte d and corrupting

blood o f tha t system in to every vein and ar ter y of our bod y

poli tic. You shall not ha ve the c ontr olling po wer in all the

depar tmen ts of our g overnmen t at home and abr oad. You

shall not so neg otia te wi th f oreign po wers, as to open

markets for the pr oduc ts of slave labor alone. You shall not

so manage things a t home, as every few years to bring

bankruptc y upon our c ountr y. You shall not, in the

appor tionmen t o f public mone ys, have what you call your

Ôproper tyÕ represented, and thus g et tha t which, b y no rig ht,

belongs to y ou. You shall not ha ve the po wer to bring y our

slaves upon our fr ee soil, and tak e them away at ple asure;

nor to r eclaim them, when the y, panting f or li ber ty, have

been able to esc ape your gr asp; for w e would ha ve it said

of us, as the eloquen t Curr an said of Bri tain, the momen t

the slave touches our soil, ÔThe gr ound on which he stands

is hol y, and consecrated to the Genius o f UNIVERSAL

EMANCIPATION.Õ

ÒThus, fellow-ci tiz ens, we come to the great object of the

Liberty Party : ABSOLUTE AND UN QUALIFIED D IVORCE OF

THE GENERAL GOVERNMENT FROM ALL CO NNECTI ON

WITH SL AVERY. We would emplo y

every constitutional means to er adicate i t fr om our en tir e

countr y, because it w ould be f or the hig hest w elfar e of our

entir e countr y. We would ha ve liber ty establishe d in the

Distric t, and in all the T erri tories. * * We would ha ve

liber ty of speech and o f the pr ess, which the Consti tution

guarantees to us. We would ha ve the rig ht o f peti tion most

sacredly regarded. We would secur e to every man wha t the
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Consti tution se cur es, ÔThe rig ht o f trial b y jur y.Õ We would

do wha t w e can for the enc our agement and impr ovement

of the c olor ed race, and restor e to them tha t inestimable

rig ht o f which the y have been so meanly, as well as unjustl y,

depriv ed, the RIGHT OF SUFFRAGE. We would look to the

best in ter ests of the c ountr y, and the whole countr y, and not

legislate f or the g ood of an Oligar chy, the most arr ogant

that ever lor ded i t over an insulte d people. We would ha ve

our c ommer cial tr eaties wi th f oreign nations r egard the

inter ests of the Free states. We would pr ovide safe,

adequate, and permanen t mar kets for the pr oduce of fr ee

labor . And, when r eproached wi th slavery, we would be able

to say to the w or ld, wi th an open fr ont and a cle ar

conscienc e, our Gener al Governmen t has nothing to do wi th

it, ei ther to pr omote, to sustain, to def end, to sanc tion, or to

approve.

ÒThus, fellow-ci tiz ens, you see our obje cts. You may now

ask, by what me ans we hope to a t tain them. W e answer,

by POLITI CAL ACTION. What is poli tic al action ? It is acting

in a manner appr opriate to those objects which we wish to

secure through the agency of the diff erent departments of

Government . * * The onl y way in which w e can

act constitutionall y, is to go to the ballot-bo x, and ther e,

silentl y and unosten tatiousl y, deposi t a vote f or such men as

will do wha t the y can to c arr y out those principles which w e

have so much at heart.

* * * * *

ÒCome, then, men o f Pennsylvania, come and join us in this

good w ork. Join us, to use such mor al means as to corr ect

public sen timen t thr oughout the r egion wher e slavery

exists, and to impr ess upon the pe ople o f the Free states a

manly sense of their o wn rig hts. Join us, to plac e Òjust menÓ

in all our public o ff ices; men whose example a whole pe ople

may safely imi tate. Join us to fr ee our Gener al Governmen t

fr om the ignominious r eproach of slavery; to r estor e to our
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countr y those principles which our fa thers so labor ed to

establish; and to hand these principles do wn afr esh to

successive generations. I t is the c ause of truth, o f humani ty,

and of God, to which w e invite your aid. I t is a cause of which

you never need be ashamed. Living, y ou may be thankful,

and dying, you may be thankful, f or having labor ed in i t.

We have, as co-labor ers wi th us, the noblest allies tha t man

can wish. W ithin, w e have the de epest convictions o f

conscienc e, the cle arest deductions o f r eason; and, all over

the w or ld, wher ever man is f ound, the f irst, the most ar dent

long ings of the human soul. W ithout, w e have the happiness

of nearly thr ee millions o f the human r ace; the honor , as well

as the best in ter ests of our whole c ountr y; and the univ ersal

consent o f all good men whose mor al vision is not obscur ed

by the mist o f a low, misguide d self ishness: while w e seem

to he ar, as it w ere, the voices of the gr eat and the g ood, the

patriot and the philan thr opist, o f a past generation, c alling

to us and che ering us on. B ut, above all these, and be yond all

these, we have wi th us the hig hest at tri butes o f God, Justic e

and Mercy. With such allies, and in such a c ause, who c an

doubt on which side the vic tor y will ultima tel y rest.

ÒMay He who guides the destinies o f nations, and wi thout

whose aid Ôthey labor in v ain tha t build, Õ so incline your

hearts to e xert your whole inf luenc e to plac e in all our

public o ff ices just and good men, tha t our c ountr y may be

preserved, her best in ter ests advanced, and her insti tutions,

fr ee in r eality as in name, hande d down to the la test

posteri ty.Ó

Is not the lo ve of God and man ingr ained in every line o f this

wri ting ? Yet le t us see how i t w as received by the most Christian (?)

body in this ci ty.

I need hardly say tha t m y fatherÕs mind had be en lar gely

impr essed, fr om earliest manhood, wi th the hig hest subject human

thoug ht c an touch. H is li brary records his wide r elig ious r eading;
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but he c ould not se e an honest pa th to wards the pr ofession of any

def ini te vie ws till 1836. The chang e wr ought in him then, c an best

be gather ed fr om his o wn simple w ords (under da te, 1842) writ ten

in a f ly-le af of ÒThe Uni tarian Misc ellany:Ó ÒThoug h I humbl y trust

that God made m y trials in 1836 the me ans of bring ing me to true

repentanc e, yet I ha ve kept these books as monumen ts of wha t I

once was, and to r emind me ho w gr ateful I should be to H im f or

having snatche d me as a Ôbrand fr om the burning, 'Ó Such a fai th as

this, born o f the spiri tual tr avail of years, what a lif e it always has

for the he art tha t f orms i t! I t tells not o f a persuasion, but o f a

conviction; a dispr oof of skepticism thr ough the ga ther ed forces of

the soul; a strugg le, thr ough epochs o f doubt and disma y, into an

at ti tude o f posi tiv e vital fai th. I ts pr ocess is the onl y one tha t g ives

real rig ht to ultima te peace. In comparison wi th the me thod and

measure of such a conviction, wha t mat ters i ts specif ic f orm ? Self-

truth is the poin t,Ñthe fac t f or star ting, the line f or guiding; and as

for r esult, this lonel y and solemn r ally on the de epest wi thin us, as

it is c ontinuousl y unf olded, must le ad to a g lad and solemn union

wi th the H ighest wi thout us. W ho can know unfailing in ward ener gy

except thr ough this ne w bir th? It pr oved an ever-fr esh spring o f

vigor to m y father , and because of i t he w as chosen, in 1839,

president o f ÒThe Philadelphia B ible Society.Ó What chang es were

wr ought in the polic y of the Socie ty, what numer ous plans w ere

devised and execute d for multipl ying i ts oper ations, ho w i t w as

made a cordial allianc e of all denomina tions, will pr esentl y appear.

This is no w to be said: tha t, af ter f illing his o ff ice for f ive years,

he found tha t his An ti-sla very testimon y had engender ed in the

managers a bi t terness tha t w ould seiz e the addr ess of 1844 for

pretext, and mak e retalia tion in his sacrif ice. Thankful, f or the

thousand th time, to be a sacrif ice for the c ause he loved, he sent

in his r esignation in a le t ter full o f Christian kindness and sorr ow. A

shor t extr act will sho w i ts tone:

ÒOne whose gr eat heart wishes the best f or humani ty calls to

us fr om the W est: ÔWhen your Socie ty pr opose to put a B ible

Charles D. Cleveland | 1197



in to every famil y, and yet omi t all r eference to the sla ves;

and when, g iving an ac count o f the desti tution o f the land,

they make no men tion o f t wo and a half millions o f people

perishing in our midst wi thout the Scriptur es, can we help

feeling tha t some thing is dr eadfull y wr ong?Õ This, brethr en,

is a most solemn question. I t is a question which I v eril y

believe the Americ an Bible Society, so far as the y may have

yielde d, dir ectl y or indir ectl y, openly or silen tl y, to a corrupt

public sen timen t on this subje ct, will ha ve to answ er at the

bar of Him who has de clared, tha t, ÔIf ye have respect to

persons, ye commi t sin,Õ and that ÔInasmuch as ye did i t not

to one o f the le ast of these, y e did i t not to me. Õ The spirit

of Christiani ty is a spiri t o f univ ersal love and philan thr opy.

She looks down wi th pi ty, and, if she c ould, she w ould look

wi th sc orn upon all the pe t ty distinc tions tha t exist among

men. She casts her benignan t eye abroad over the e arth,

and, wher ever she sees man, she sees him as man, as a being

made in the imag e of God, whe ther an I ndian, an Afric an,

or a Caucasian sun may shine upon him. She stoops fr om

heaven to r aise the fallen, to bind up the br oken-he arted, to

release the oppr essed, to g ive liber ty to the c aptiv e, and to

break the f et ters o f those tha t ar e bound. She is mar ching

onward wi th accelerated step, and, wher ever she leaves the

true impr ess of her he avenly inf luenc e, the mor al wilderness

is changed in to the gar den of the Lor d. May i t ne ver be ours

to do wha t may seem to be e ven the slig htest obstacle to her

univ ersal sway.

ÒBut I ha ve already wri t ten mor e than I in tende d. In

bring ing this c ommunic ation to a close, allo w me to e xpr ess

to y ou individuall y, and as a Board, my most sinc ere

Christian a t tachmen t. W hatever course any members ma y

have taken in r elation to this ma t ter , I must belie ve that

they have acted fr om wha t has seemed to them a sense o f

dut y. Far be i t fr om me to impe ach their motiv es. Time, the

great test o f truth, ma y show them their c ourse in a v ery
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dif ferent lig ht fr om tha t in which the y now view i t. I ma y,

as a Christian, lamen t tha t their vie ws of dut y are not mor e

in unison wi th m y own. I ma y, as a man, feel heart-sick ened

at the dise ased, the deplor ably diseased state o f the public

mind, in r elation to t wo and a half millions o f my fellow-men

in bondag e. I may, as a citiz en of a Free state, blush a t the

humilia ting fac t, tha t not onl y the t yranny, but the ubiqui ty

of the sla ve power is everywher e so manif est; tha t i t has

insinua ted i tself in to our fr ee domain to such a degr ee that

ther e seems to be as much men tal Slavery in the F ree states,

as ther e is personal in the Sla ve states. I may feel all this, but

I must not impe ach the motiv es by which others ha ve been

governed.Ó

Ther e were twenty-one manag ers pr esent at the r eading o f this

let ter , and, at i ts conclusion, a noble friend o f the sla ve moved tha t

the r esignation be not ac cepted; the motion w as lost by a vote o f

four teen against seven. It w as then mo ved tha t i t be accepted Ôwith

regret:Õ this was carrie d by the same vote! But Ôwith r egretÕ was not

an empt y form f or easing this ac tion to i ts r ecipien t; ho w much

it me ant is seen in the r esolution tha t w as added by unanimous

acceptanc e: ÒResolved,ÑThat this Boar d are mainl y indebte d to

Professor C.D. Cleveland f or the pr ominen t and inf luential posi tion

it has at taine d in the r egards of this Christian c ommuni ty, and

that the y bear an earnest testimon y to the sound judgmen t and

unwearied zeal which ha ve ever char acteriz ed the dischar ge of his

duties in his r esponsible off ice.Ó Let this tri bute, c oming fr om the

bi t ter est personal opposi tion tha t ever man enc ounter ed, measure

the w ork tha t extor ted i t. Looking a t i t, i t will be dif f icult f or the

reader to belie ve that a sacrif ice was made of the man to whom

it r efers by a representativ e Christian bod y, and mer ely to sate

for a time the inhuman sla ve-gr eed; yet i t is onl y one fac t out

of many tha t mig ht be adduc ed, and I have brought i t f orward

because it is, in m y fatherÕs words, Òa fair exponen t o f the posi tion

of the Christian Chur ch at tha t time upon the subje ct o f Slavery.Ó
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Henceforward, he ceased not to r ain blo ws, not onl y at his o wn (the

Presbyterian ) denomina tion, but a t all the or ganized expr essions

of Christian purpose,Ñthe S unday-School Union, the T ract Society,

etc.

While w orking thus b y voice and pen, he w as incessantl y busy

in personal r escue of the sla ve. Especiall y was this the c ase when

it became the dut y of every lover of his kind to def y the Fugitiv e

Slave Law. How eagerly he then spr ang to aid the esc ape of those

against whom a la w of the land impoten tl y trie d to bar the la w of

our c ommon humani ty! During the y ears tha t f ollo wed the passage

of this infamous bill, the posi tion he had a t taine d her e was of

par ticular ser vice. Recogniz ed as one, who, being a sor t o f standing

sacrif ice, might as well continue to ba t tle in the fr ont; truste d

implici tl y even by his bi t ter est foes; wi th such a br oad philan thr opy

to back his appe als; pushing str aight in to every br each wher e work

was needed; blind to e verything but his one lig ht o f mor al

instinc t;Ñhe be came an or gan for the chari ties o f those whose

softer na tur es longing ly whisper ed the cr y, but c ould not do the cut

and thrust w ork, of deliv erance. Dr. Furness held the same posi tion,

and others who, lik e him, r efused to be enr olled in the ÔUnderground

Commi t tee,Õ or in any def ini te Anti-Sla very or ganization. These men

knew tha t the y were of gr eater ser vice to the c ause by being i ts

body-guar d, by standing be tween i t and the public, b y making the

appeals and taking the blo ws, and by affording access, pecuniar y

and other , of each to each.

Thus the times mo ved onÑgr owing hot ter , mor e dif f icult and

dangerous, but al ways working these t wo results: r edoubling the

labors o f this noble band, and shaking the ci ty fr om le thar gy in to

fermen t. M en were compelle d to tak e sides, and but one r esult

could f ollo w, (the r esult which al ways follo ws when human na tur e is

stung and quick ened to f ind i ts hig hest instinc ts,) the Party of Right

steadily moved to triumph.

* * * * *

For a lesson to us in c our age, it is w or th while to ask, ho w these

Apostles o f Freedom stood the terri ble str ain put upon them f or
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so many years. I can answer f or the t wo of whom I wri te, and do

not doubt tha t the answ er is true o f the r est: This self -f orgetfulness

was made easy by a love that f ille d and overf ille d all their mor al

energiesÑthe simple lo ve of man, as GodÕs highest cr eation, and o f

his natur al rig hts, as GodÕs best gif t. Their w ork was not a mer e

result o f will, not an outc ome of facult y, not an unsuppor ted impulse

of heart. I t w as character living i tself out, an ut ter ance of i ts entir e

uni ty, something dr awn fr om the solemn depths o f those lif e-

convictions which all the personal and impersonal po wers of a man,

aglow and w elded, uni te in pr oducing. H ence, their w ork was not

apart fr om them, e ven so far as to be c alled ahead of them; nor

parallel wi th them; i t w as one wi th them b y a necessary spiri tual

inclusion. W ill and Dut y ceased to be separ ate po wers; the y were

tr ansfused thr ough the whole br eadth o f their human sympa thies,

adding to their w armth a f ixi ty of purpose tha t bor e them wi thout a

falter , thr ough thir ty years of such bi t ter obloqu y, as, in these lat ter

days, only the e arly Anti-Sla very disciples ha ve had to endur e. These

men never said, in r eference to the An ti-sla very cause, I ought or I

will , because they never needed to say them. The sun shines wi thout

them, and lif e expands wi thout them; and her e were souls as

unconsciousl y benef icent as the one, as spon taneous in gr owth

and shaping as the other . Theirs w as not a force that mo ved

mechanic ally in rig ht lines, wi th limi ted objects before it. I t did,

indeed, sweep wi th arr owy swif tness of assail on every poin t tha t

offered; but when I r emember tha t i t mor e often ple aded than

storme d, tha t i t pene tr ated in to every secret r ecess that mer cy

casually opened, and gentl y stirr ed in to fuller lif e those r oots o f

human f eeling tha t can be numbe d by apath y but not kille d even

by hate, I kno w tha t i t w as persuasive, dif fusive, inbr eathing f orce,

an inf luenc e vital in others be cause an eff luenc e vitaliz ed fr om

themsel ves.

So they stood, self -c onsecrated, enveloped by the lo ve of God,

perme ated by the lo ve of man,Ñt win Perf ect Lo ves that cast out all

dream of fear. And so the y walked, calm as if a thousand stabs o f

personal insult ne ver br ought them one o f personal pain, passing
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thr ough all as if nothing but the ser enest skies w ere above them.

And, as I have said, rig ht ther e is one explanation o f the anomal y;

ther e were the ser enest skies above themÑhe avenÕs love perpe tuall y

shining. W hy should i t not shine ? all the po wers of the men w ere

dedicated to r escuing the imag e of God on this e arth,Ñnot man

as he suffered physically, but the mor al instinc t thr eatened wi th

annihila tion. I t w as sacred to them, this soul so sacr ed to r edeeming

love, but too brutaliz ed to f ind i ts w ay to i t. Nor mer ely the slave.

Their lo ve embr aced, wi th y et mor e pi tying f ervor, the master

compelling his spiri tual na tur e into de ath, and the nor thern

apolog ist le t ting his die; and this o vermastering lo ve of saving

spiri tual in tegri ty, was one power tha t made them and he art-e ase

hold unfailing friends thr ough the obloqu y of those da ys; the other

must be f ound in the fac t men tione d,Ñtha t nei ther r esolve nor

impulse w as their spur , but personal char acter mo ving fr om i ts

depths.

From such a motiv e-po wer as this c an come no par ade of r esults.

The natur e that w orks, proceeds fr om the ne cessary laws and f orces

of i ts being, and is as simple and unc onscious as any other na tur al

law or f orce. Hence ther e are no star tling epochs to r ecord in m y

fatherÕs histor y, no supr eme effor ts; in f illing the me asure of dail y

oppor tuni ty lay his chief w ork. I cannot me asure it by our ten

fingersÕ counting. I c an onl y show a lif e unfolding, and, b y the

essential la ws of i ts gr owth, embr acing the noblest c ause of i ts

time. But if ac tion me ans vivif ying public sen timen t decaying under

insidious poison; if i t includes the doing o f this amid a storm o f

odium tha t w ould quickl y have shat ter ed any soul irr esolute f or

an instan t; if i t me ans incessant toil quie tl y perf orme d, vast sums

collected and disburse d, time sacrif iced, str ength spen t; if i t me ans

holding up a gr eat iniqui ty to loa thing b y a powerful pen, and nailing

mor al cowardice wher e-ever i t showed; if i t be risking liv elihood b y

intr oducing the c ause of the sla ve into every li ter ary work, and by

ming ling the school-cultur e of f if ty futur e mothers, y ear by year,

wi th ha tr ed of the sin; if i t me ans oneÕs life in one Õs hand, friendships

yielde d, society def ied, and posi tion in i t che erfull y renounc ed;
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above all, if ac tion me ans a wealth o f goodness overliving all sc orns,

compelling r espect fr om a communi ty rebuked, fellowship fr om

a Church char ged wi th ung odliness, and ackno wledgment o f

unstaine d repute fr om a public e ager to black en wi th sc andal; if to

do thus, and be ar thus, and liv e thus, is ac tion, then m y father did

act to the full purpose o f lif e in the strugg le tha t fr eed the slave.

S.M.C.
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William Whipper

The loc ality of Columbia, wher e Mr . Whipper r esided for man y

years, was, as is well-kno wn, a plac e of much note as a sta tion on

the Under ground Rail Road. The f irm o f Smi th and W hipper (lumber

mer chants), was likewise w ell-kno wn thr oughout a wide r ange of

countr y. Who, inde ed, amongst those familiar wi th the histor y of

public ma t ters c onnected wi th the c olor ed people o f this c ountr y,

has not he ard of William W hipper? For the last thir ty years, as an

able business man, i t has been very generally admi t ted, tha t he

hardly had a superior .

Althoug h an unassuming man, de eply engr ossed wi th

businessÑ Anti-sla very papers, conventions, and public mo vements

having f or their aim the ele vation o f the c olor ed man, have always

commande d Mr . WhipperÕs inter est and patr onage. In the mor e

impor tant conventions which ha ve been held amongst the c olor ed

people f or the last thir ty years, perhaps no other c olor ed man has

been so often c alled on to dr aft r esolutions and pr epare addresses,

as the modest and e arnest W illiam W hipper . He has worked

effectiv ely in a quie t w ay, althoug h not as a public spe aker. He is

self-made, and w ell r ead on the subje ct o f the r eforms o f the da y.

Having been hig hly successful in his business, he is no w at the

age of seventy, in possession o f a handsome f or tune; the r eward of

long y ears of assiduous labor . He is also cashier o f the FreedmanÕs

Bank, in Philadelphia. F or the last f ew years he has resided at N ew

Brunswick, N ew Jersey, althoug h his pr oper ty and business c onf ine

him mainl y to his na tiv e State, Pennsylvania.

Owing to a la te af f lic tion in his famil y, compelling him to de vote

the most o f his time ther eto, i t has been impossi ble to obtain fr om

him the ma terial f or c omple ting such a sk etch as w as desired. Prior

to this af f lic tion, in answ er to our r equest, he furnishe d some

reminisc ences of his labors as c onduc tor o f the Under ground Rail

Road, and at the same time, pr omised other fac ts r elativ e to his lif e,
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but f or the r eason assigned, the y were not w orked up, which is to be

regret ted.

NEW BRUNSWICK, N.J., December 4, 1871.

MR. WILLIAM STILL, D EAR SIR:ÑI sinc erely regret the

absence of statistics tha t w ould enable me to furnish y ou

wi th man y events, tha t w ould assist y ou in descri bing the

oper ations o f the Under ground Rail Road. I never kept an y

record of those persons passing thr ough my hands, nor did I

ever anticipa te tha t the histor y of tha t perilous period w ould

ever be wri t ten. I c an onl y refer to the par t I took in i t fr om

memor y, and if I c ould deline ate the ac tual fac ts as they

occurr ed the y would savor so much o f egotism tha t I should

feel ashamed to mak e them public. I willing ly refer to a f ew

inciden ts which y ou may select and use as you may think

proper .

You are perf ectl y cognizan t o f the fac t, tha t af ter the

decision in Y ork, Pa., of the c elebr ated Prigg c ase,

Pennsylvania was regarded as free terri tor y, which Canada

after wards proved to be, and tha t the S usquehanna riv er

was the r ecogniz ed nor thern boundar y of the sla ve-holding

empir e. The bor ough of Columbia, si tuated on i ts eastern

bank, in the c ounty of Lancaster, was the gr eat depot wher e

the fug itiv es from Vir ginia and Mar yland f irst lande d. The

long bridg e connecting W rig htsville wi th Columbia, w as the

only safe outle t by which the y could suc cessfully escape

their pursuers. W hen the y had cr ossed this bridg e they

could look back o ver i ts br oad silvery str eam on i ts western

shore, and say to the sla ve power: ÒThus far shalt thou c ome,

and no far ther .Ó Previous to tha t period, the line o f fug itiv e

tr avel was from Baltimor e, by the w ay of Havre de Grace

to Philadelphia; but the dif f icult y of a safe passage across

the riv er, at tha t plac e caused the r oute to be chang ed to

York, Pa., a distance of f if ty-eig ht miles, the far e being f or ty

dollars, and thenc e to Columbia, in the de ad hour o f the
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night. M y house w as at the end o f the bridg e, and as I kept

the sta tion, I w as frequentl y called up in the nig ht to tak e

charge of the passengers.

On their arriv al the y were generally hungr y and penniless.

I have received hundr eds in this c ondi tion; f ed and shelter ed

fr om one to se venteen at a time in a sing le nig ht. At this

poin t the r oad forked; some I sent w est by boats, to

Pit tsbur gh, and others to y ou in our c ars to Philadelphia,

and the inciden ts of their trials f orm a por tion o f the histor y

you have compile d. In a period o f thr ee years fr om 1847 to

1850, I passed hundr eds to the land o f fr eedom, while others,

induc ed by hig h wages, and the f eeling tha t the y were safe in

Columbia, w orked in the lumber and c oal yards of tha t plac e.

I always persuaded them to g o to Canada, as I had no fai th

in their being able to elude the gr asp of the sla ve-hun ters.

Indeed, the mer chants had the c onf idenc e of their se curi ty

and desir ed them to r emain; several of my friends told me

that I w as injuring the tr ade of the plac e by persuading the

labor ers to le ave. Indeed, many of the fug itiv es themsel ves

looked upon me wi th jealousy, and expr essed their

indigna tion a t m y effor ts to ha ve them r emoved fr om peace

and plen ty to a land tha t w as cold and barr en, to star ve to

death.

It w as a period o f gr eat pr osperi ty in our bor ough, and

everything passe d on favorably and successfully until the

passage of the fug itiv e slave bill in 1850 . At f irst the la w

was derided and condemne d by our li ber ty-lo ving ci tiz ens,

and the fug itiv es did not f ear i ts oper ations be cause they

asserted tha t the y could pr otect themsel ves. This fatal

dream was of shor t dur ation. A pr ominen t man, b y the name

of Baker, was arrested and tak en to Philadelphia, and g iven

up by the c ommissioner , and after wards pur chased by our

ci tiz ens; another , by the name o f Smi th, w as shot dead in

one of our lumber yar ds, because he refused to surr ender ,

and his pursuer permi t ted to esc ape wi thout arr est or trial.
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This pr oduced not onl y a shock, but a crisis in the af fairs o f

our li t tle bor ough. It made the stoutest he arts quail bef ore

the un just sovereignty of the la w. The whi te ci tiz ens fearing

the dang er of a successful r esistance to the majest y of the

law, began to talk o f the inse curi ty of these exiles. The

fug itiv es themsel ves, whose fai th and hope had be en buoyed

up by the pr omises held up to them o f pr otection, began

to be appr ehensive of danger, and talk ed of leaving, while

others, mor e bold, w ere ready to set the dang ers tha t

surr ounde d them a t def iance, and if ne cessary, die in the

defence of their fr eedom and the homes the y had acquir ed.

At this junc tur e priv ate meetings w ere held by the c olor ed

people, and the discussions and r esolves bore a peculiar

resemblance in sentimen t and e xpr ession to the pa triotic

outbursts o f the Americ an revolution.

Some were in favor, if again at tacked, of killing and sla ying

all wi thin their r each; of set ting their o wn houses on f ir e,

and then g oing and burning the to wn. I t w as the old spiri t

which anima ted the Russians at M oscow, and the blacks o f

Hayti. At this poin t m y self-in ter est ming led wi th m y sense

of humani ty, and I f elt tha t I oc cupie d a mor e responsible

posi tion than I shall e ver at tain to again. I, ther efore,

determine d to mak e the most o f i t. I exhor ted them to pe ace

and patienc e under their pr esent dif f iculties, and f or their

own sakes as well as the innoc ent suf ferers, besought them

to le ave as early as they could. I f I had ad vocated a dif ferent

course I c ould ha ve caused the burning o f the to wn. The

result o f our me eting pr oduced a calm, tha t laste d onl y for

a few days, when i t w as announced, one evening, tha t the

claiman ts of a Methodist pr eacher, by the name o f Dorse y,

were in the bor ough, and tha t i t w as expected tha t the y

would at tempt to tak e him tha t nig ht.

It w as about nine o Õclock in the e vening when I w ent to

his house, but w as refused admi t tanc e, until those inside

ascertaine d who I w as. There were several men in the house
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all arme d wi th de adly weapons, awaiting the appr oach of the

intruders. H ad they come the whole par ty would ha ve been

massacred. I advised Dorsey to le ave, but he v ery poin tedly

refused, saying he had be en taken up onc e before alive, but

never w ould be again. The men told him to stand his gr ound,

and the y would stand b y him and def end him, the y had liv ed

together , and would die tog ether . I told them tha t the y knew

the str ength o f the pr o-sla very feeling tha t surr ounde d

them, and tha t the y would be o verpo wered, and per haps

many lives lost, which mig ht be saved by his chang ing his

place of r esidence. He said, he had no mone y, and would

rather die wi th his famil y, than be kille d on the r oad. I said,

how much mone y do you want to star t wi th, and w e will

send you mor e if you need i t. Here is one hundr ed dollars

in gold. ÒThat is not enoug h.Ó ÒWill t wo hundr ed dollars do ?Ó

ÒYes.Ó I shall bring it to y ou to-morr ow. I got the mone y the

next morning, and when I c ame wi th i t, he said, he c ould not

leave unless his famil y was taken care of. I told him I w ould

furnish his famil y wi th pr ovisions f or the ne xt six mon ths.

Then he said he had t wo small houses, w or th f our hundr ed

and seventy-f ive dollars. M y reply was that I will sell them

for y ou, and g ive the mone y to y our famil y. He then gave

me a power of at torne y to do so, and a t tende d to all his

affairs. H e left the ne xt day, being the Sabbath, and has ne ver

returne d sinc e, althoug h he has liv ed in the Ci ty of Boston

ever sinc e, except about six mon ths in Canada.

I wish to notic e this c ase a lit tle fur ther , as the onl y one

out o f many to which I will r efer. About the y ear 1831 or 1832,

Mr . Joseph Pur vis, a younger br other o f Rober t Pur vis, about

nine teen or t wenty years of age, was visiting Mr . Stephen

Smi th, o f Columbia, and while ther e the claiman ts of Dorse y

came and secur ed him, and had pr oceeded about t wo miles

wi th him on the w ay to L ancaster. Young Pur vis heard of

it, and his na tur al and instinc tiv e love of fr eedom f ir ed up

his warm southern blood a t the v ery reci tal. He was one of
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natur eÕs noblemen. Fier ce, fier y, and impulsiv e, he was as

quick to de cide as to perf orm. H e demanded an imme diate

rescue. Though he w as advised of the dang er of such an

at tempt, his spiri t and de termina tion made him in vinci ble.

He proceeded to a plac e wher e some color ed men w ere

working. W ith a f irm and de termine d look, and a her culean

shout, he c alled out to them, Ò To arms, to arms! bo ys, we

must r escue this man; I shall le ad if y ou will f ollo w.Ó ÒWe will,Ó

was the imme diate r esponse. And the y went and o vertook

them, and disperse d his claiman ts. They br ought Dorse y

back in triumph to Columbia.

He then gave Dorsey his pistol, wi th the in junction tha t he

should use i t and die in def ence of his li ber ty rather than

again be taken in to bondag e. He promised he would. I f ound

him wi th this pistol on his table, the nig ht I c alled on him,

and I have every reason to belie ve that the pr omise gave to

Mr . Purvis was one of the chief c auses of his obstinac y. The

lesson he had ta ught him had not onl y become inc orpor ated

in his na tur e, but had be come a par t o f his r elig ion.

The histor y of this br ave and noble ef for t o f young Pur vis,

in r escuing a f ellow-being fr om the ja ws of Slavery has been

handed down, in Columbia, to a g eneration tha t w as born

since that event has tr anspir ed. He always exhi bi ted the

same devotion and manl y daring in the c ause of the f lying

bondman tha t inspir ed his youthful ar dor in behalf o f

fr eedom. The y oungest of a famil y distinguishe d for their

devotion to fr eedom, he w as without superiors in the tr ying

hour o f bat tle. Lik e John Brown, he o ften disc arded the ories,

but w as eminentl y pr actic al. He has passed to another

sphere. Peace to his ashes! I honor his name as a her o, and

friend o f man. I lo ved him f or the noble char acteristics o f his

natur e, and above all for his noble daring in def ense of the

rig ht. As a friend I admir ed him, and o we his memor y this

tri bute to depar ted wor th.

At this poin t a conscien tious r egard for truth dic tates tha t
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I should sta te tha t m y disposi tion to mak e a sacrif ice for the

removal of Dorse y and some other le ading spiri ts w as aided

by my own desir e for self-pr eservation.

I knew tha t i t had be en asserted, far do wn in the sla ve

region, tha t Smi th & W hipper , the negr o lumber mer chants,

were engaged in secreting fug itiv e slaves. And on t wo

occasions at tempts had be en made to se t f ir e to their yar d

for the purpose o f punishing them f or such illegal ac ts. And

I felt tha t if a c ollision took plac e, we should not onl y be

made to suf fer the penalt y, but the most v aluable pr oper ty in

the villag e be destr oyed, besides a prodigal w aste of human

lif e be the c onsequence. In such an event I f elt tha t I should

not onl y lose all I had e ver earned, but peril the hopes and

proper ty of others, so tha t I w ould ha ve fr eely given one

thousand dollars to ha ve been insur ed against the

consequences of such a riot. I then borr owed four teen

hundr ed dollars on m y own individual ac count, and assisted

many others to g o to a land wher e the vir gin soil w as not

pollute d by the f oot-prin ts of a slave.

The color ed popula tion o f the Bor ough of Columbia, in

1850, was nine hundr ed and f or ty-thr ee, about one-f if th the

whole popula tion, and in f ive years the y were reduced to

four hundr ed and eighty-seven by emigr ation to Canada.

In the summer o f 1853, I visited Canada for the purpose

of ascertaining the ac tual c ondi tion o f many of those I had

assisted in r eaching a land o f fr eedom; and I w as much

gratif ied to f ind them c onten ted, pr osperous, and happy.

I was induc ed by the pr ospects of the ne w emigr ants to

pur chase lands on the S ydenham River, wi th the in ten tion o f

making i t m y futur e home.

In the spring o f 1861, when I was preparing to le ave, the

war br oke out, and wi th i ts pr ogress I began to r ealize the

prospect o f a new civiliza tion, and, ther efore, conclude d

to r emain and shar e the f or tunes o f my hi ther to ill-fa ted

countr y.

1210 | The Under ground Railr oad



I will sa y in c onclusion tha t i t w ould ha ve been for tuna te

for us if Columbia, being a por t o f entr y for f lying fug itiv es,

had been also the seat o f gr eat c apitalists and fr eedom-

loving inhabi tants; but such w as not the c ase. There was

but li t tle An ti-sla very sentimen t among the whi tes, yet ther e

were many str ong and valiant friends among them who

contri bute d fr eely; the c olor ed popula tion w ere too poor to

render much aid, e xcept in f eeding and se creting str angers.

I was doing a pr osperous business at tha t time and f elt i t

my dut y to c ontri bute li berally out o f my earnings. Much

as I loved Anti-sla very meetings I did not f eel tha t I c ould

afford to a t tend them, as m y imme diate dut y was to the

f lying fug itiv e.

Now, my friend, I ha ve extende d this le t ter far be yond

the limi ts in tende d, not wi th the e xpectation tha t i t will be

publishe d, but f or y our o wn priv ate use to sele ct any mat ter

that you mig ht desir e to use in y our histor y. I have to r egret

that I am c ompelle d to r efer so often to m y own exertions.

I kno w tha t I spe ak wi thin bounds when I sa y tha t dir ectl y

and indir ectl y fr om 1847 to 1860, I have contri bute d fr om

my earnings one thousand dollars annuall y, and for the f ive

years during the w ar a lik e amount to put do wn the

rebellion.

Now the sla ves are emancipa ted, and we are all

enfr anchised, after strugg ling f or existenc e, freedom and

manhoodÑ I feel thankful f or having had the g lorious

privileg e of laboring wi th others f or the r edemption o f my

race fr om oppr ession and thr aldom; and I w ould pr efer to-

day to be penniless in the str eets, r ather than to ha ve

wi thheld a sing le hourÕs labor or a dollar fr om the sacr ed

cause of li ber ty, justic e, and humani ty.

I r emain yours in the sacr ed cause of li ber ty and equali ty,

WM. WHIP PER.

William W hipper | 1211



Isaac T. Hopper

The distinc tiv e characteristics o f this individual w ere so admir ably

por tr ayed in the ne wspapers and other periodic als publishe d at the

time o f his de ath, tha t w e shall make fr ee use of them wi thout

hesitation. H e was distinguishe d fr om his early lif e by his devotion

to the r elief o f the oppr essed color ed race. He was an activ e

member o f the old P ennsylvania Aboli tion Socie ty, and labor ed

zealously wi th Dr . Benjamin Rush, Dr . Rogers, Dr. Wistar , and other

distinguishe d philan thr opists o f the time. N o man at tha t day, not

even eminen t judg es and advocates, was bet ter ac quain ted wi th the

intric acies of law questions c onnected wi th slavery. His accur ate

legal kno wledge, his natur al acuteness, his r eady tac t in a voiding

dangerous corners and slipping thr ough unseen loop-holes, o ften

gave him the vic tor y in c ases that seemed hopeless to other minds.

In many of these c ases, physical cour age was needed as much as

mor al f irmness; and he possesse d these quali ties in a v ery unusual

degree.

Being for man y years an inspector o f the public prisons, his

practic al sagacity and benevolenc e were used wi th mar ked results.

His enlar ged sympathies had al ways embr aced the criminal and

the imprisone d, as well as the oppr essed; and the last y ears of his

lif e were especiall y devoted to the impr ovement o f prisons and

prisoners. I n this depar tmen t o f benevolenc e he manif ested the

same zealous kindness and un tiring dilig ence that had so long be en

exerted for the c olor ed people, f or whose w elfar e he labor ed to the

end of his days.

He possessed a wonderful wisdom in furnishing r elief to all who

were in dif f icult y and embarr assment. This c aused a very extensiv e

demand upon his time and talen ts, which w ere rarely wi thheld

when honestl y sought, and seldom applie d in vain.

Mrs. Kir kland pr epared, under the ti tle o f ÒThe Helping H and,Ó a

small volume, f or the benef it o f ÒThe HomeÓ for dischar ged female
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convicts, containing a brief description o f the insti tution, and a

detail o f facts illustr ating the happ y results o f i ts oper ation. I ts

closing chapter is appr opria tel y devoted to the f ollo wing w ell-

deserved tri bute to the v eter an philan thr opist, to whose z eal and

discr etion tha t and so man y other similar insti tutions o we their

existenc e, or to a lar ge degree their pr osperi ty.

ÒNot to inf orm the public wha t i t kno ws very well alr eady,

nor to f orestall the v olume no w pr eparing b y Mrs. Child, a

kindr ed spiri t, but to gr atif y my own f eelings, and to g ive

grace and sancti ty to this li t tle book, I wish to sa y a few

words of Mr . Hopper , the devoted friend o f the prisoner as o f

the slave; one whose long lif e, and whose last thoug hts, were

given to the c are and succor o f human w eakness, error, and

suffering. T o make even the most unpr etending book f or the

benef it o f ÔThe Home,Õ without bring ing f orward the name

of Isaac T. Hopper , and recognizing the par t he took in i ts

affairs, fr om the e arliest momen t o f i ts existenc e until the

close of his lif e, would be an unpar donable omission. A f ew

words must be said wher e a volume w ould sc arcely suff ice.

ÒÔThe rich and the poor me et tog ether , and the Lor d is the

Father o f them all, Õ might stand f or the mot to o f Mr . HopperÕs

lif e. That the most r emote o f these t wo classes stood on

the same level of benevolent in ter est in his mind, his whole

career made ob vious; he w as the last man to r epresent as

natur ally opposi te those whom God has al ways, even to the

end of the w or ld, made mutuall y dependen t. He told the

simple truth to e ach wi th equal fr ankness; helped both wi th

equal r eadiness. The palace owed him no mor e than the

hovel suggested thoug hts of superiori ty. Nothing human,

however gr and, or ho wever degr aded, was a stranger to

him. I n the lig ht tha t c ame to him fr om heaven, all stood

alike childr en of the Gr eat Father; e arthl y distinc tion

disappearing the momen t the sinking soul or the suf fering

body was in question. N o amoun t o f depr avity could
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extinguish his hope o f r eform; no r ecurr ence of ingr ati tude

could par alyze his ef for ts. Early and late, suppor ted or

unsuppor ted, pr aised or ridicule d, he went f orward in the

great w ork of r elief, looking nei ther to the rig ht hand, nor to

the lef t; and when the obje ct w as accomplishe d, he shr ank

back in to modest obscuri ty, only to w ait till a ne w necessity

called for his r eappearance. Who can number the poor ,

aching, c onscious, despairing he arts tha t have felt ne w lif e

come to them fr om his kind w ords, his benignan t smile, his

helping hand. I f the r ecord of his long lif e could be full y

wri t ten, which i t c an never be, sinc e every day and all day, in

company, in the famil y cir cle, wi th childr en, wi th prisoners,

wi th the insane, Ôvirtue w ent out o f him Õ that no human

observation c ould me asure or descri be, what touching

inter est would be added to the histor y of our poor and

vicious popula tion f or mor e than half a c entur y past; wha t

new honor and blessing w ould surr ound the v enerated name

of our depar ted friend and le ader!

ÒBut he desir ed nothing o f this. W ithout claiming f or him

a position abo ve humani ty, which alone w ould ac count f or

a willingness to be wholl y unr ecogniz ed as a friend o f the

aff lic ted, i t is not too much to sa y tha t no man w as ever

less desirous of public pr aise or out ward honor . He was

even unwilling tha t any care should be tak en to pr eserve

the r emembr ance of his f eatur es, sweet and be autiful as

they were, thoug h he w as brought r eluctantl y to yield to

the anxious wish o f his childr en and friends tha t the

countenanc e on which e very eye loved to d well, should not

be wholl y lost when the gr ave should close abo ve it. He

loved to talk o f in ter esting c ases of r eform and r ecovery,

both be cause those things oc cupie d his mind, and be cause

every one lo ved to he ar him; but the he arer who made these

disclosur es the oc casion for unme aning c omplimen t, as if

he fancie d a craving vanity to ha ve prompte d them, soon

found himself r ebuked by the str aightf orward and plain-
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spoken patriar ch. Precious inde ed were those seasons of

outpouring, when one in ter esting r eci tal suggested another ,

till the listener se emed to see the whole m yster y of prison-

lif e and obscur e wr etche dness laid open bef ore him wi th

the distinc tness of a pic tur e. For, str ange as it may seem,

our friend had under his plain garbÑunchang ed in f orm

since the days of Franklin, to g o no fur ther back Ña f ine

dramatic talen t, and c ould not r elate the humblest inciden t

wi thout g iving i t a pic tur esque or dr amatic turn, spe aking

now for one char acter , now for another , wi th a variety and

discrimina tion v ery remarkable. This made his c ompany

greatl y sought, and as his str ongly social na tur e readily

responded, his acquain tanc e was very large. To every one

that kne w him personall y, I can appeal for the truth and

moder ation o f these vie ws of his char acter and manners.

ÒA few biogr aphical items will close wha t I v entur e to o ffer

here.

ÒIsaac T. Hopper w as born December 3, 1771, in the

township o f Deptf ord, Glouc ester c ounty, New Jersey, but

spent a lar ge por tion o f his lif e in Philadelphia, wher e he

served his appr entic eship to the humble c alling o f a tailor .

But nei ther the ne cessity for c onstan t oc cupation nor the

tempta tions o f youthful gaie ty, prevented his commencing,

even then, the de votion o f a por tion o f his time, to the

care of the poor and ne edy. He had scarcely reached manÕs

estate when w e find him an ac tiv e member o f a benevolent

association, and his v olume, o f notes o f cases, plans and

effor ts, date back to tha t early period. T o tha t time also,

we are to r efer the beg inning o f his w arm Anti-sla very

sentimen t, a feeling so pr ominen t and ef fectiv e thr oughout

his lif e, and the sour ce of some of his noblest ef for ts and

sacrif ices. For man y years he served as inspector o f prisons

in Philadelphia, and thus, b y long and c onstan t pr actic al

observation, w as accumula ted tha t kno wledge of the human

heart in i ts dar kest windings, tha t o ften astonishe d the
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objects of his c are, when the y thoug ht the y had been able

cunning ly to blind his e yes to their r eal character and

inten tions. Af ter his r emoval to N ew York, and when the

occasion for his personal labors in the c ause of the sla ve

had in some me asure, ceased or slack ened, he thr ew his

whole he art in to the Prison Associa tion, whose aims and

plans of action w ere entir ely in accordance wi th his vie ws,

and inde ed, in a gr eat degr ee, based on his e xperienc e and

advice. The in ten t o f the Prison Associa tion is thr eefold: f irst

to pr otect and def end those who ar e arrested, and who,

as is well kno wn, o ften suf fer gr eatl y fr om w ant o f honest

and in tellig ent counsel; secondl y, to at tend to the tr eatmen t

and instruc tion o f convicts while in prison; and thir dly, on

their dischar ge to r ender them such pr actic al aid as shall

enable the r epentant to r eturn to socie ty by means of the

pursui t o f some honest c alling. The la t ter br anch oc cupie d

Mr . HopperÕs time and a t ten tion, and he de voted himself to

it wi th an af fectiona te and r elig ious earnestness tha t ceased

only wi th his lif e. No disposi tion w as too per verse for his

effor ts at r eform; no he art w as so black tha t he did not a t

least tr y the balm o f healing upon i t; no r elapses could tir e

out his pa tienc e, which, wi thout w eak waste of means still

apostolic ally went on Ôhoping all things,Õ while even a dying

spark of good f eeling r emained.

Up to Februar y last did this v enerable saint continue his

abundant labors; when a se vere cold, co-oper ating wi th the

decay of natur e, brought him his sen tenc e of dismissal. H e

felt tha t i t w as on the w ay, and wi th the serious gr ace that

marked everything he did, he began a t onc e to gather his

earthl y robes about him and pr epare for the gr eat chang e

which no one c ould dr ead less. It w as hard for those who

saw his rudd y cheek and sparkling e ye, his soft br own hair ,

and sprig htl y movements to f eel tha t the time o f his

depar tur e was drawing nig h: but he kne w and f elt i t, wi th

mor e composur e than his friends c ould summon. I t mig ht
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well be said o f this our belo ved patriar ch, tha t his e ye was

not dim, nor his na tur al force abated. To the last o f his dail y

journe yings thr ough the ci ty, for which he g enerally used the

rail r oad, he would ne ver allo w the driv ers to stop f or him to

get on or o ff the c ar, feeling, as he used smiling ly to obser ve,

Ôvery jealous on tha t poin t.Õ Few ever passed him in the str eet

wi thout asking who he w as; for not onl y did his primi tiv e

dress, his broad-brimme d hat, and his an tique shoe buckles

at tr act at ten tion, but the be aut y and benevolenc e of his fac e

was sure to f ix the e ye of or dinar y discernmen t. He was a

living temper ance lectur e, and those who desir e to pr eserve

good looks c ould not ask a mor e infalli ble r eceipt, than tha t

sweet temper and out-f lowing bene volenc e which made his

countenanc e please every eye. Gay and cheerful as a bo y,

he had ever some ple asant anecdote or amusing turn to

relate, and in all per haps not one wi thout a mor al bearing,

not thrust f orward, but lef t to be pick ed out b y the he arer at

his leisur e. He seemed born to sho w ho w gr eat stric tness in

essentials c ould e xist wi thout the le ast asceticism in trif les.

Anything but a S imeon Styli tes in his sain thood, he c ould

go among Ôpublic ans and sinnersÕ without the le ast fear of

being mistak en by them f or one o f themsel ves. An inf luenc e

radiated fr om him tha t made i tself f elt in e very company,

thoug h he would v ery lik ely be the most modest man

present. M ore gentlemanl y manners and addr ess no cour t

in Christendom ne ed requir e; his resolute simplici ty and

candor , always under the guidanc e of a delic ate taste, ne ver

for a momen t degenerated in to c oarseness or disr egard

even of the pr ejudic es of others. H is lif e, even in these

minute par ticulars, sho wed how the whole man is

harmoniz ed by the sense of being

ÔEver in the Gr eat TaskmasterÕs eye.Õ

ÒHe died on the 7th o f May, 1852, in his eighty-f irst y ear,
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and a public funer al in the T abernacle br ought tog ether

thousands desir ous of showing r espect to his memor y.Ó

Mrs. Child has wri t ten a full, and in man y respects, an exceeding ly

inter esting biogr aphy of the subje ct o f this memoir , towards the

close of which she sa ys:

ÒFrom the numer ous notic es in papers o f all par ties and

sects, I will mer ely quote the f ollo wing. ÔThe New York

ObserverÕ thus announces his death:

ÒÔThe venerable Isaac T. Hopper , whose placid,

benevolent fac e has so long irr adiated almost e very

public me eting f or doing g ood, and whose name,

inf luenc e, and labors, have been devoted wi th an

apostolic simplici ty and constanc y to humani ty, died

on Frida y last, at an advanced age. He was a Quaker

of tha t early sor t illustr ated by such philan thr opists

as Anthon y Benezet, Thomas Clar kson, Mrs. Fry, and

the lik e.

ÒÔHe was a most self-den ying, patien t, lo ving friend

of the poor , and the suf fering o f every kind; and

his lif e was an unbr oken histor y of benef icence.

Thousands o f hearts will f eel a touch o f grief a t the

news of his de ath; f or f ew men ha ve so large a wealth

in the blessings o f the poor , and the gr ateful

remembr ance of kindness and bene volenc e, as he.Õ

ÒÔThe New York TimesÕ containe d the f ollo wing:

ÒÔMost o f our r eaders will c all to mind, in c onnection

wi th the name o f Isaac T. Hopper , the c ompact, w ell-

kni t f igur e of a Quaker gentleman, appar entl y about

sixt y years of age, dressed in dr ab or br own clothes

of the plainest cut, and be aring on his handsome,

manly face the impr ess of tha t bene volenc e wi th

which his whole he art w as fille d.
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ÒÔHe was twenty years older than he se emed. The

fountain o f benevolenc e wi thin fr eshened his old ag e

wi th i ts continuous f low. The step o f the

octogenarian w as elastic as that o f a boy, his form

erect as a mountain pine.

ÒÔHis whole ph ysique w as a splendid sample o f

natur eÕs handiwork. We see him no w wi th our mindÕs

eye, but wi th the e ye of f lesh we shall see him no

mor e. Void o f in ten tional o ffence to God or man, his

spiri t has joine d i ts happ y kindr ed in a w or ld wher e

ther e is neither sorr ow nor perple xi ty.Õ

ÒI sent the f ollo wing c ommunic ation to ÔThe New York

Tri buneÕ:

ÒIn this w or ld of shadows, few things str engthen the

soul lik e seeing the c alm and che erful e xi t o f a trul y

good man; and this has be en my privileg e by the

bedside of Isaac T. Hopper .

ÒHe was a man of r emarkable endo wmen ts, both

of head and heart. H is clear discrimina tion, his

unconquer able will, his total unc onsciousness o f

fear, his extr aordinar y tac t in cir cumventing plans he

wished to frustr ate, would ha ve made him illustrious

as the general of an arm y; and these quali ties mig ht

have become faults, if the y had not be en balanced

by an unusual degr ee of conscien tiousness and

benevolenc e. He bat tle d cour ageously, not fr om

ambi tion, but fr om an inborn lo ve of truth. H e

cir cumvented as adroi tl y as the most pr actic ed

poli tician; but i t w as always to def eat the plans o f

those who oppr essed GodÕs poor; ne ver to ad vance

his own self -in ter est.

ÒÔFew men ha ve been mor e str ongly at tached to

any relig ious socie ty than he w as to the Socie ty of

Friends, which he joine d in the da ys of i ts puri ty,
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impelle d by his own r elig ious convictions. But when

the time c ame that he must ei ther be fai thless to

dut y in the c ause of his enslaved br ethr en, or par t

company wi th the Socie ty to which he w as bound by

the str ong and sacr ed ties o f early relig ious f eeling,

this sacrif ice he also calmly laid on the altar o f

humani ty.

ÒÔDuring nine years tha t I liv ed in his household,

my respect and af fection f or him c ontinuall y

incr eased. Never have I seen a man who so

comple tel y fulf ille d the Scriptur e injunction, to

forgive an erring br other , Ônot onl y seven times, but

seventy times se ven.Õ I have wi tnessed relapse after

relapse into vic e, under cir cumstanc es which

seemed lik e the most he artless ingr ati tude to him;

but he jo yfull y hailed the f irst symptom o f

repentanc e, and was always ready to gr ant a new

probation.

ÒÔFarewell, thou br ave and kind old F riend! The

prayers of r ansomed ones ascended to H eaven for

thee, and a glorious c ompany have welcomed the e to

the Eternal Ci ty.'Ó
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Samuel D. Burris

Referr ed to b y John H unn, w as also a brave conduc tor on the

Under ground Rail Road leading do wn in to Mar yland (via HunnÕs

place). Mr. Burris w as a nativ e of Delaware, but being a fr ee man

and possessing mor e than usual in tellig ence, and wi thal an ar dent

love of li ber ty, he lef t Òslave-dom Ó and moved wi th his famil y to

Philadelphia. H ere his abhorr ence of Slavery was greatl y incr eased,

especiall y after be coming ac quain ted wi th the An ti-sla very Of f ice

and the Aboli tion doc trine. Under whose a uspices or by what

inf luenc e he was first induc ed to visi t the South wi th a vie w of

aiding slaves to escape, the wri ter does not r ecollect; nevertheless,

fr om personal kno wledge, prior to 1851, he well kne w tha t Burris

was an accredi ted agent on the r oad above alluded to, and tha t he

had been consider ed a safe, wise, and useful man in his da y and

calling. Pr obably the simple c onviction tha t he w ould not other wise

be doing as he w ould be done b y actuated him in g oing do wn

South oc casionally to assist some o f his suf fering friends to g et the

yokes off their ne cks, and wi th him esc ape to fr eedom. A number

were thus aide d by Burris. B ut f inall y he found himself wi thin the

fatal snar e; the slave-holders c aught him a t last, and B urris w as

made a prisoner in Do ver jail. H is wif e and childr en were ther eby

lef t wi thout their pr otector and he ad. The friends o f the sla ve in

Philadelphia and else wher e deeply sympathiz ed wi th him in this

dreadful hour . Being able to use the pen, althoug h he could not

wri te wi thout ha ving his le t ters inspe cted, he kept up a c onstan t

corr espondenc e wi th his friends both in Dela ware and Philadelphia.

John H unn and Thomas Garr et t w ere as faithful to him as br others.

After l ying in prison f or man y mon ths, his trial c ame on and Slavery

gained the vic tor y. The cour t decided tha t he must be sold in or out

of the State to ser ve for seven years. No change, pardon or r elief,

could be e xpected fr om the spiri t and po wer tha t held sw ay over

Delaware at tha t time.
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The case was one of gr eat in ter est to Mr . McKim, as inde ed to

the en tir e Executiv e Commi t tee of the Pennsylvania Anti-sla very

Society, who f elt c onstr ained to do all the y could to sa ve the poor

man fr om his thr eatened fate, althoug h the y had not ad vised or

encour aged him in the ac t f or which he w as condemne d and about

to suf fer. In viewing his c ondi tion, but a fain t r ay of hope w as

enter taine d fr om one sing le dir ection. I t w as this: to r aise money

priv atel y and have a man at the a uction on the da y of sale to

pur chase him.

John H unn and Thomas Garr et t w ere too w ell kno wn as

Aboli tionists to under take this mission. A friend inde ed, was

desir able, but none other w ould do than such an one as w ould not

be suspected. Mr . McKim thoug ht tha t a man who mig ht be tak en

for a negr o tr ader w ould be the rig ht kind o f a man to send on this

err and. Garr et t and H unn being c onsulte d heartil y acquiesced in

this plan, and af ter much r ef lection and inquir y, Isaac S. Flint, an

uncompr omising aboli tionist, living in W ilmington, Dela ware, was

elected to bu y Burris a t the sale, pr oviding tha t he w as not run up to

a figur e exceeding the amoun t in hand.

FlintÕs abhorr ence of Slavery combine d wi th his f earlessness, cool

bearing, and perf ect kno wledge from wha t he had r ead of the usag es

of tr aders at slave sales, without question admir ably f it ted him to

play the par t o f a tr ader for the time being.

When the hour arriv ed, the doome d man w as placed on the

auction-block. Tw o tr aders fr om Baltimor e were known to be

present; ho w man y others the friends o f Burris kne w not. The usual

oppor tuni ty was given to tr aders and speculators to thor oughly

examine the pr oper ty on the block, and most skillfull y was Burris

examine d fr om the soles o f his f eet to the cr own o f his he ad; legs,

arms and bod y, being handle d as horse-jockies tr eat horses. Flin t

watche d the w ays of the tr aders and f ollo wed for ef fect their

example. The auctione er began and soon had a bid o f f ive hundr ed

dollars. A Baltimor e tr ader w as now in the le ad, when Flin t, if w e

mistak e not, boug ht o ff the tr ader f or one hundr ed dollars. The bids

were thus suddenl y checked, and Burris w as knocked down to I saac
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S. Flint (a strange tr ader). Of course he had lef t his aboli tion name

at home and had adopte d one sui ted to the oc casion. When the

crierÕs hammer indic ated the last bid, althoug h Burris had borne up

heroically thr oughout the tr ying or deal, he was not by any means

aware of the fac t tha t he had fallen in to the hands o f friends, but,

on the c ontr ary, eviden tl y labor ed under the impr ession tha t his

fr eedom w as gone. But a f ew momen ts w ere allowed to pass er e

Flint had the bill o f sale for his pr oper ty, and the jo yful ne ws was

whisper ed in the e ar of Burris tha t all w as right; tha t he had be en

bought wi th aboli tion g old to sa ve him fr om going south. Onc e

mor e Burris f ound himself in P hiladelphia wi th his wif e and childr en

and friends, a str onger opponen t than e ver of Slavery. Having thus

escaped by the skin o f his te eth, he ne ver again ventur ed South.

After r emaining a y ear or t wo in Philadelphia, about the y ear 1852

he went to Calif ornia to se ek mor e lucr ativ e emplo yment than he

had hi ther to f ound. Becoming some what satisfac toril y situated he

sent f or his famil y, who joine d him. I n the me anwhile, his in ter est in

the c ause of fr eedom did not falter; he al ways kept poste d on the

subject o f the Under ground Rail Road and Anti-sla very questions;

and after the w ar, when appe als were made on behalf o f

contr abands who f lock ed in to W ashington dail y in a sta te o f ut ter

desti tution, B urris w as among the f irst to pr esent the ma t ter to the

color ed chur ches of San Francisco, wi th a vie w of r aising means to

aid in this g ood w ork, and as the r esult, a handsome c ollection w as

taken up and f orwarded to the pr oper c ommi t tee in Washington.

About thr ee years ago, Samuel D. Burris die d, in the ci ty of San

Francisco, at about the ag e of sixt y years. To the slave he had been

a true friend, and had labor ed fai thfull y for the impr ovement o f his

own mind as w ell as the general elevation o f his r ace.
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Mariann, Grace Anna, and
Elizabeth R. Lewis

Near Kimber ton, in Chester c ounty, Pa., was the bir th-plac e, and, till

wi thin a f ew years, the home o f thr ee sisters, Mariann, Gr ace Anna

and Elizabeth R. Lewis, who w ere among the most fai thful, de voted,

and quie tl y eff icien t w orkers in the An ti-sla very cause, including

that depar tmen t o f i t which is the subje ct o f this v olume.

Bir th-rig ht members o f the Socie ty of Friends, the y were born

into mor e than the tr aditional An ti-sla very fai th and f eeling o f tha t

Society. A deep abhorr ence of slavery, and an earnest will to put tha t

feeling in to ac t, as oppor tuni ty should ser ve, were in the v ery lif e-

blood which the y dr ew fr om father and mother both.

Left fa ther less at an early age, they were taught by their mother

to r emember tha t their fa ther , on his visi ts to their ma ternal

grandfather , living then in Mar yland, w as wont, as he expr essed i t,

to f eel the black shado w of slavery over his spiri t, fr om the time he

enter ed, till he lef t, the State; and tha t, on his de ath-be d, he had

regret ted having le t ill-he alth pr event his me eting wi th, and joining

one of the An ti-sla very Societies o f tha t day. Of the motherÕs share

in the tr ansmission o f their her edi tar y feeling, i t is enoug h, to all

acquain ted wi th the histor y of Anti-sla very work in Pennsylvania, to

say tha t she w as sister, not b y blood alone, but in he art and soul, to

that early, activ e, untiring aboli tionist, Dr . Bartholome w Fussell.

It is easy to see that the childr en of such par ents, growing up

under the inf luenc e of such a mother , needed no c onversion, no

sacrif ices of pr ejudic e or hostile opinions, to mak e them An ti-

slavery; but w ere ready, simpl y as a mat ter o f course, to w ork for the

good cause whenever any way appeared in which their w ork could

serve it. W hat w as called Òmodern aboli tionism, Ó as distinguished

fr om the less aggr essive form o f opposi tion to sla very, which

preceded the mo vement pione ered by Garrison, the y at onc e
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accepted, as soon as it w as set bef ore them, thr ough the agents of

the Americ an Anti-Sla very Society, in the c ampaign in P ennsylvania,

begun in 1836. Regarding i t but as the ne xt step f orward in the w ay

they had alr eady enter ed, the y instinc tiv ely fell in to line wi th the

new mo vement, assisted in f orming a socie ty auxiliar y to i t, in their

own neig hbor hood, and w ere constan t to the end in w orking f or i ts

advancement.

EARNEST IN THE CAUSE.

GRACE ANNE LEWIS

See p. 748.
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MRS. FRANCIS E. W. HARPER

See p. 754

JOHN NEEDLES.

Auxiliar y to the inf luenc es already mentione d, was a very early

recollection o f seeing a color ed man, Henr y, bound wi th r opes and

carrie d off to sla very. Grace Anna, not mor e than f our or f ive years

old at the time, de clared tha t the man Õs face of agony is before her

now; nor is i t lik ely tha t her sisters w ere impr essed less deeply. Of

natur es keenly sensitiv e, they hated slavery, from tha t hour , as only

childr en of such na tur es can; andÑas yet too y oung and imma tur e

for tha t chari ty to ha ve been developed in them, which c an see a

brother e ven in the e vil-doer , and pi ty while c ondemning him,Ñthe y

even mor e intensel y hated, while the y feared, the ac tors in the
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outr age, and despised the g ir l who had be tr ayed the vic tim. E ver

after , any one of them c ould be truste d to be fai thful to the hun ted

fug itiv e, thoug h an army of kidnappers mig ht surr ound her .

Another o f their e arly recollections w as of a whi te handk erchief

which w as to be w aved fr om a back windo w, as a signal of danger,

to a color ed man at w ork in a w ood near by. And, all the while, the

feelings ar oused by such events were kept aliv e by li t tle An ti-sla very

poems, which the y were wont to le arn by heart and r eci te in the

evenings. Gr ace Anna, on her f irst visi t to P hiladelphia, when nine

years old, boug ht a copy of one o f these, en ti tle d ÒZamboÕs Stor y,Ó

pleased to r ecogniz e in i t a favori te of her still e arlier childhood.

By means like these the y were unconsciousl y pr eparing

themsel ves for the pr edestine d tasks of their af ter -lif e; and if ther e

were danger tha t such a str ain upon their sympa thies, as the y often

under went, mig ht pr ove unhealthful, i t w as full y counter acted by

ball-pla ying, and all kinds o f activ e out-door amusemen ts of

childhood, so tha t i t w as never kno wn to r esult in harm.

As time passed on, their home, al ways open to fug itiv es, became

an impor tant centr e of Under ground Rail Road oper ations f or the

region extending fr om Wilmington, Del., in to Adams c ounty, Pa.;

and the y, grown to w omanhood, had g lided in to the manag ement

of i ts very consider able business. They received passengers fr om

Thomas Garr et t, and some times others, per haps, of Wilmington,

when i t w as thoug ht unsaf e to send them thenc e dir ectl y thr ough

Philadelphia; fr om Wm. and Phebe Wrig ht, in Adams c ounty, and

fr om friends, mor e than w e have room to name, in Y ork, Columbia,

and the southern par ts of Lancaster and Chester c ounties; the

several lines, fr om Adams county to W ilmington, c onverging upon

the house o f John Vickers, of Lion ville, whose w agon, laden

apparentl y wi th innoc ent-looking e arthen w are fr om his pot ter y,

sometimes c onveyed, unseen beneath the visi ble load, a pr ecious

bur den of Southern cha t tels, on their w ay to manhood.

[At a later period, the tr ains fr om Adams county generally took

another c ourse, going to H arrisbur g, and on to Canada, b y way of
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the Susquehanna Valley; thoug h still, when pursui t tha t w ay was

apprehended, the f ormer c ourse w as taken.]

These passengers, the Le wises forwarded in div erse ways; usually,

in the e arlier times, b y wagon or c arriag e, to Richar d Moor e, of

Quakertown, in B ucks county, about thir ty miles distan t; but la ter ,

when aboli tionists w ere mor e numer ous, and easier stages could be

safely made, ei ther dir ectl y to the wri ter , or to one or other o f ten or

twelve stations which had be come establishe d at plac es less remote,

in the c ounties o f Chester and M ontgomer y. During por tions o f the

time, their marrie d sister Rebecca, and her husband, Edwin Fussell,

and their uncle, Dr . B. Fussell, and, after him, his br other W illiam,

lived on farms adjoining theirs, and w ere their ac tiv e helpers in this

work.

The r eceiving and passing on o f fug itiv es, was not all the y had to

do. Of ten i t w as necessary to f it out whole families wi th clothing

suitable f or the journe y. In cases of emer gency the y would

sometimes ga ther a se wing-cir cle fr om such neig hboring families as

could be truste d; and, wi th i ts help, ac complish r apidl y the ne eded

work. One instanc e is remember ed, of a woman, wi th her li t tle bo y,

whom the y put in to g ir lsÕ at tir e; and, changing also the w omanÕs

dress, sent both, b y cars, to Canada, accompanie d by a friend. I n this

kind o f work, too, the y had generous aid fr om friends a t neig hboring

stations. From Lawr enceville and Limerick, and P ot tsto wn and

Pughtown, came contri butions o f clothing; a t one time a suppl y

which f ille d compactl y thr ee thr ee-bushel bags, and o f which a

small r emainder , still on hand when sla very was abolished, was sent

South to the fr eedmen.

The prudenc e, skill, and w atchful c are wi th which the business

was conduc ted, are well at teste d by the fac t tha t, so far as c an be

remember ed, during all the man y years of their c onnection wi th the

Under ground Rail Road, not a plan misc arrie d, and not a sla ve that

reached their sta tion w as retaken; althoug h among their neig hbors

ther e were bit ter ad versaries o f the An ti-sla very cause, eager to

f ind oc casion for hostile ac ts against an y aboli tionist; and, a t times,

especiall y vindic tiv e against the noble sisters, be cause of their
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effectiv e co-oper ation wi th other friends o f Temper ance, in

preventing the lic ensing o f a liquor -selling ta vern in the

neighbor hood. On one oc casion, when, wi thin a w eek, they had

passed on to fr eedom no less than f or ty fug itiv es, eleven of whom

had been in the house a t onc e, they were amused at hearing a

remark by some of their pr o-sla very neig hbors, to the ef fect tha t

Òthere used to be a pr et ty brisk tr ade of running o ff nigg ers, but

ther e was not much o f i t done no w.Ó

Thoug h par ties o f four , five or six some times arriv ed in open

day, they seldom sen t any away till about nig htfall or la ter , and,

whene ver the dang er w as greater than usual, the c oming w as also at

night. The fug itiv es, in at tempting to c aptur e whom, Gorsuch w as

kille d, near Christiana, w ere brought to them a t midnig ht, by Dr.

Fussell; and in this c ase such caution w as observed, tha t not e ven

the hir ed gir l knew of the pr esence of persons not o f the famil y.

For one r eason or another ,Ñper haps to le t a hot pursui t go by;

perhaps to allo w oppor tuni ty for r ecovering fr om fatigue and

recrui ting e xhausted str ength, or f or earning me ans to pursue the

journe y by the c ommon r ailr oads,Ñi t w as often thoug ht advisable

that passengers should r emain wi th them f or a consider able period;

and numbers o f these w ere, at dif ferent times, emplo yed as laborers

in some c apacity. Grace Anna testif ies that some of the best

assistants the y ever had in the house or on the farm, w ere these

escaped slaves; that in g eneral the y were thrif ty and economic al,

one man, f or instanc e, who spen t several years wi th them, ha ving

accumula ted f ive hundr ed dollars bef ore he went on to Canada; and

another , enough to furnish an old c oat wi th a full se t o f but tons,

each of which w as a golden half -e agle, covered wi th cloth, and

firml y sewed on, besides an ample suppl y of good clothing f or

himself and his wif e; and tha t, almost wi thout e xception, the y were

honest and lo yal to their benefac tors, and onl y too happ y to f ind

oppor tuni ties o f showing their gr ati tude. One man sen t back to the

sisters a le t ter o f thanks, thr ough a gentleman in Eng land, whi ther

he had gone. And onc e, when Gr ace Anna was passing an elegant

mansion in P hiladelphia, a c olor ed woman rushe d out upon her
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wi th such an impe tuous demonstr ation o f affection, jo y, and

thankfulnessÑall thoug ht o f f itness of time and plac e swept away by

the sw ell o f str ong emotionÑas mig ht w ell have amused, or slig htl y

astonishe d, the passers in the str eet, who kne w not tha t in her

arms the w omanÕs child had die d. But i t is no mar vel tha t to her the

memor y of tha t poor runa way slave-w omanÕs true af fection is mor e

than c ould ha ve been the w armest w elcome fr om her e ducated and

refined mistr ess.

One case, of which the sisters f or a time had char ge, seems

wor th y of a somewhat mor e extende d men tion. I n the fall o f 1855

a slave named Johnson, who, in f leeing fr om bondag e, had come as

far as Wilmington, thinking he sa w his master on the tr ain by which

he was journeying nor th ward, sprang fr om the c ar and hur t his

foot severely. The Kennet t aboli tionists ha ving tak en him in hand,

and fearing tha t suspicious e yes were on him in their r egion, f elt

it ne cessary to send him on ward wi thout w aiting f or his w ound to

heal. He was ther efore taken to the Le wises, suffering v ery much

in his r emoval, and arriving in a c ondi tion which r equir ed the most

assiduous care. For mor e than f our mon ths he r emained wi th them,

patien t and g entle in his helplessness and suf fering, and v ery

thankful f or the ministr ations o f kindness he r eceived. He was

nursed as tender ly as if his o wn sisters had a t tende d him, inste ad

of str angers, and w as so carefull y concealed tha t the ne arest

neighbors kne w not o f his being wi th them. Their c ousin, M orris

Fussell, who liv ed near, being a physician, the y had not to depend

for even medical advice upon the outside w or ld.

As the suf fererÕs wound, in na tur al course, became offensive, the

care of i t could not but ha ve been disagr eeable as well as toilsome;

and the f eeble health o f one o f the sisters a t tha t time must ha ve

made heavier the bur den to be borne. B ut i t w as borne wi th a

cheerful c onstanc y. In a let ter which Gr ace Anna wr ote af ter she

had at tende d for some time in person to the pa tien t, wi th the c are

and sympath y which his c ondi tion demande d, and begun to f eel her

str ength une qual to the task, in addi tion to her household duties,

she asked a friend in P hiladelphia to pr ocur e for her a trust y color ed
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woman f it to be a helper in the w ork, offering hig her w ages than

were common in that r egion f or the ser vices requir ed, and adding

that, inde ed, the y could not stand upon the amoun t o f pay, but must

have help, if i t could be obtaine d, thoug h not in a c ondi tion to be ar

undue e xpendi tur e. But, she said, the man Òis unable to be r emoved;

and if he w ere not, I kno w of no plac e wher e the char ge would

not be e qually severe.Ó So, in perfect keeping wi th her char acter ,

she just quie tl y regarded i t as a mat ter o f course tha t i t should still

continue wher e it w as. And ther e it did c ontinue un til spring, when

the man, no w able to be ar r emoval, was conveyed to the wri ter , and,

after a time, w ent thenc e to Boston. Ther e his foot, pr onounc ed

incur able, was amputated, and the aboli tionists supplie d him wi th

a wooden limb. H e then r eturne d and spen t another win ter wi th

the Le wises, assisting in the household w ork, and r endering ser vices

invaluable at a time when i t w as almost impossi ble to obtain f emale

help. The ne xt spring, hoping v ainly to r ecover in a w armer clima te

fr om the dise ase induced by the dr ain his w ounde d foot had made

upon his system, he w ent to H ayti, and ther e died; happy, we may

well belie ve, to have escaped fr om slavery, thoug h onl y to ha ve won

scarely two years of fr eedom as an invalid and a cripple.

The sisters w ere so thor oughly uni ted in their w ork, as well as in

all the e xperienc es of lif e, that this brief sk etch has not a t tempte d

what inde ed i t could not ha ve achievedÑa separ ation o f their

spheres of benef icent activi ty. Yet the y had each her individual

tr aits and adapta tions to their c ommon task; Òdiversi ties o f gif ts,

but the same spiri t.Ó Elizabeth, althoug h for man y years shut out

by feeble health fr om any par t r equiring much bodil y exertion, w as

ever a wise c ounsellor , as well as ready wi th such help as her sta te o f

health w ould w arr ant. Thoug h weak in bod y, in spiri t she w as strong

and calm and self -r eliant, wi th a cle ar, discrimina ting in telle ct, a

keen sense of rig ht, and a certain solidi ty and balanc ed symmetr y of

the spiri tual na tur e which made her an appr eciable po wer wher ever

she was known. Of Mariann, Gr ace Anna says, that if a f lash of

inspir ation w as requir ed, i t usuall y came fr om her . Taught by her

love for others, and b y a sensitiv eness almost pr eterna tur ally quick,
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Òshe always knew exactl y the rig ht thing to do, Ó and put all the

poetr y of a natur e exquisi tel y f ine in to her ef for ts to dif fuse around

her puri ty and peace and happiness. H er constan t, ut ter ly unself ish

endeavors to this end c ontri bute d in ample me asure to the

blessedness of a delig htful home, rich in the vir tues, chari ties and

graces which mak e home blessed. Veiled by her modest and r etiring

disposi tion, to f ew beyond the cir cle of her home w ere known the

beaut y and benef icence of her noiseless lif e; but those who did look

in upon i t testif ied her w or th in terms so str ong as showed how

deeply i t impr essed them. ÒJust the best woman I ever kne w,Ó said

a young man f or whom she had long c ared lik e a mother . ÒI cannot

remember ,Ó said another, Òever hearing fr om her one ung entle

word;Ó and it may be safely doubte d whe ther she w as ever heard

to ut ter such. And one who Òkne w her e very moodÓ cannot r ecall

an instanc e of self ishness in her , even when a child. ÒThe most

womanl y woman I ever kne w,Ó declared a friend long closel y

intima te wi th her , Òand such as would ha ve been ador ed, if f ound b y

any man wor th y of her .Ó

The ide al element in her w as chastened by sound sense and

blended wi th a quick sagaci ty; but her shrinking sensi tiv eness, too

keen to be qui te health y, and an extr eme of self -f orgetfulness,

amoun ting possi bly to a def ect in one sojourning amid this w or ldÕs

diverse disposi tions and e xperienc es, render ed her , on the whole,

less balanced and comple te than her y ounger sisters, and not w ell

f it ted for r ough encounter wi th lif eÕs trials. So i t became Grace

AnnaÕs provinc e, especiall y after their motherÕ s death, to stand a

shelter be tween her and wha tever w ould unple asantl y affect her b y

its contact; to be in some sor t as a brother to her , seeing ther e was

no br other in the house. B ut fr om this i t must not be inf err ed tha t

Grace Anna is less gif ted wi th the distinc tiv e quali ties o f her sex.

For the na tiv e fineness of her spiri tual te xtur e, her gentle digni ty

and feminine delic acy and gr ace, mark her as Òevery inch Ó a true

and noble w oman. In her c ombine in happ y union the c alm str ength

of soul and self -r eliance of her y ounger, wi th the poe tic ide ality

and a just degr ee of the quick sensi bili ty of her elder sister , wi th
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bet ter he alth than ei ther , making her f oremost o f the thr ee in tha t

executiv e eff icienc y which did so much to g ive their plans the

unif orm suc cess already mentione d. Kindness and w arm af fection,

clearness of mor al vision, and puri ty of heart, wi th a liv ely relish f or

quiet in telle ctual ple asures, for socie ty and books adapte d to r efine,

impr ove and elevate, were among the char acteristics c ommon to

them all.

Mariann and Elizabe th, having liv ed to see the triumph o f the

Right, in the Pr esidential Pr oclamation o f Freedom to the sla ves,

have gone fr om their e arthl y labors to their he avenly rest; which, w e

may well belie ve, is that wher eof the poe t speaks:

ÒRest in harmonious ac tion lik e the stars,

Doing the de eds which mak e heaven music al,

The earth a heaven, and br others o f us all.Ó

Grace Anna still c ontinues her e, working f or human w elfar e in such

fields as still demand the labor erÕs toil; and f inding men tal pr of it and

delig ht in the pursui t o f natur al science.
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Cunningham's Rache

BY MISS GRACE A. LEWIS.

Among the man y fug itiv es whose stories w ere full o f in ter est,

was that o f a woman name d Rachel. She was tall, muscular , slight,

wi th an e xtr emely sensitiv e nervous or ganization, a br ain of lar ge

size, and an expr ession of r emarkable sagacity and quickness. She

was living in W est Chester , Chester c ounty, Pa., when at tempts

were made to r etake her to Sla very. With w onderful swif tness and

adroi tness she elude d pursui t, and w as soon hurrie d away. Speedil y

reaching our house, she hid herself a way during the da y, and in

the evening, as a place of gr eater saf ety, she was transferr ed to

the house o f our uncle, Dr . Fussell, then r esiding on an adjoining

farm. As w as his wont, this kind-he arted man soon en ter ed in to a

conversation wi th her , and in a f ew minutes disc overed tha t she

had onc e been a pupil o f his during his r esidence in Mar yland man y

years before.

At the momen t o f r ecogni tion she spr ang up, overwhelming him

wi th her manif estations o f delig ht, cr ying: ÒYou Dr . Fussell? You Dr .

Fussell? DonÕt you r emember me ? IÕm RacheÑCunning hamÕs Rache,

down at Bush River Neck.Ó Then receding to vie w him be t ter , ÒLord

bless de child! ho w he is gr own!Ó

Her tongue onc e loosened, she pour ed for th her whole histor y,

expr essing in every line ament her c oncentr ated abhorr ence of her

li ber tine master , ÒMor t Cunning ham.Ó Over tha t stor y, it is ne edful

to pass lig htl y, simpl y saying, she endur ed all outr aged natur e could

endur e and sur vive. For the sak e of humani ty we may trust ther e

were few such f iends even among southern masters as this monster

in human shape. Cunning ham f inall y sold her to g o fur ther South,

wi th a master whose name c annot no w be r ecalled. This man w as

in ill he alth, and af ter a time he and his wif e star ted nor th ward,

bring ing Rache wi th them. On the v oyage the master gr ew w orse,

and one nig ht when he w as about to die, a f earful storm ar ose,
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which Rache de voutl y believed was sent fr om Heaven. In descri bing

this sc ene, she impersona ted her surr oundings wi th w onderful

vividness and mar vellous po wer. At one momen t she w as the

howling wind; a t another the tumultuous se aÑthen the lur ching

shipÑthe bello wing c ow frig htened by the stormÑthe de vil, who

came to c arr y away her masterÕs soul, and f inall y the w eak, dying

man, as he passed to e terni ty.

They pr oceeded on their v oyage and landed at their plac e of

destina tion. Rache sees the cow snuf f ing the land br eeze and

dar ting o ff thr ough the cr owd. The captain o f the v essel poin ts to

the c ow and motions her to f ollo w i ts example. She needs nothing

mor e. Again she is actingÑshe is no w the c ow; but human c aution,

shrewdness, purpose, ar e lent to animal instinc t. She looks ar ound

her wi th w ary eyeÑscents the air Ña f lash, and she is hidden fr om

the cr owd which y ou see around her Ñshe is fr ee! Making her w ay

nor th ward, she f inall y arriv ed at the house o f Emmer Kimber ,

Kimber ton, Chester c ounty, Pa., and proving a r emarkably capable

woman, she r emained a consider able time in his famil y, as a cook.

She finall y marrie d, and set tle d in W est Chester , wher e the pair

prospered and w ere soon surr ounde d by the c omf or ts of a neat

home. Af ter se veral years of peaceful lif e ther e, she was one day

alarmed, not b y the heirs o f her de ad master , but b y the loa thed

ÒMor t Cunning ham,Ó who, without the shado w of legal rig ht, had

come to c arr y her back to Sla very. Fear len t her wings. She darted

into a hat terÕs shop and out thr ough the back buildings, spring ing

over a dye ket tle in her w ay, and cleared a board fence at a bound.

On her w ay to a plac e of safety she look ed back to se e, wi th k een

enjoyment, ÒMor t Cunning hamÓ falling backward fr om the f ence she

had leaped. Secur e in a garr et, she look ed down in to the str eets

below, to see his vacant, dazed look as he soug ht, unable to f ind

her. Her r endering o f the e xpr ession of his fac e at this time, w as

irr esisti bly ludicr ous, as was that o f his whole be aring while

searching f or her . ÒMor t Cunning hamÓ did not get her , but whe ther

or not she e ver r eturne d to the en joyment o f her happ y home, in

West Chester , we never kne w, as this sudden f light w as the last w e
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ever heard of her . She was one of the most wide-a wake of human

beings, and the w or ld certainl y lost in the une ducated slave, an

actor o f great dr amatic po wer.
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Frances Ellen Watkins Harper

The narr ativ es and labors o f eminen t color ed men such as Bannek er,

Douglass, Brown, Garne t, and others, ha ve been wri t ten and

sketche d very full y for the public, and doubtless wi th ad vantage to

the c ause of fr eedom. But ther e is not to be f ound in an y wri t ten

work por tr aying the An ti-Sla very strugg le, (except in the f orm o f

narr ativ es,) as we are aware of, a sketch o f the labors o f any eminen t

color ed woman. We feel, ther efore, not onl y glad of the oppor tuni ty

to pr esent a sketch not mer ely of the le ading color ed poet in the

Uni ted States, but also o f one o f the most li beral contri butors, as

well as one of the ablest ad vocates of the Under ground Rail Road

and of the slave.

No extr avagant pr aise of any kind,Ñonl y simple fac ts are needed

to por tr ay the noble de eds of this fai thful w orker.

The want o f space forbids mor e than a brief r eference to her e arly

lif e.

Frances Ellen Watkins H arper (W atkins being her maiden name )

was born in the Ci ty of Baltimor e in 1825, not of slave parentage,

but subje cted of course to the oppr essive inf luenc e which bond and

fr ee alike endur ed under sla ve laws. Since reaching her majori ty,

in looking back, the f ollo wing sen tenc es from her o wn pen e xpr ess

the loneliness o f her childhood da ys. ÒHave I yearned for a motherÕs

love? The grave was my robber . Before thr ee years had scat ter ed

their blig ht ar ound m y path, de ath had w on my mother fr om me.

Would the str ong arm o f a br other ha ve been welcome? I was my

motherÕs only child.Ó Thus she fell in to the hands o f an aunt, who

watche d over her during these e arly helpless years. Rev. William

Watkins, an uncle, ta ught a school in Baltimor e for fr ee color ed

childr en, to which she w as sent un til she w as about thir teen years

of age. After this period, she w as put out to w ork to e arn her o wn

living. She had many trials to endur e which she w ould fain f orget;

but in the midst o f them all she had an ar dent thirst f or kno wledge
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and a remarkable talen t f or c omposi tion, as she evinc ed at the ag e

of four teen in an ar ticle which a t tr acted the a t ten tion o f the lad y

in whose famil y she was employed, and others. I n this si tuation she

was taught sewing, took c are of the childr en, &c.; and at the same

time, thr ough the kindness o f her emplo yer, her gr eed for books

was satisf ied so far as w as possible fr om oc casional half -hours o f

leisur e. She was noted for her industr y, rarely trif ling away time as

most g ir ls are wont to do in similar cir cumstanc es. Scarcely had

she reached her majori ty ere she had wri t ten a number o f pr ose

and poetic pie ces which w ere deemed of suf f icien t meri t to publish

in a small v olume c alled ÒForest Leaves.Ó Some of her pr oduc tions

found their w ay in to ne wspapers and a t tr acted at ten tion. The abili ty

exhi bi ted in some o f her pr oduc tions w as so remarkable tha t some

doubte d and others denie d their orig inali ty. Of this char acter w e

here copy an extr act fr om one o f her e arly pr ose produc tions:

CHRISTIANITY.

ÒChristiani ty is a system claiming God f or i ts author , and

the w elfar e of man f or i ts object. I t is a system so unif orm,

exalted and pur e, that the lo ftiest in telle cts have

acknowledged i ts inf luenc e, and acquiesced in the justness

of i ts claims. Genius has ben t fr om his err atic c ourse to

gather f ir e fr om her altars, and pa thos fr om the ag ony of

Gethsemane and the suf ferings o f Calvary. Philosoph y and

science have paused amid their spe culativ e researches and

wondr ous revelations to gain wisdom fr om her te achings

and kno wledge from her pr ecepts. Poetr y has culle d her

fair est f lowers and wr eathed her so ftest to bind her AuthorÕ s

Ôbleeding br ow.Õ Music has strung her sweetest l yres and

breathed her noblest str ains to c elebr ate his fame; whilst

Learning has ben t fr om her lo fty heights to bo w at the lo wly

cross. The constan t friend o f man, she has stood b y him in
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his hour o f gr eatest ne ed. She has cheered the prisoner in

his cell, and str engthene d the mar tyr at the stak e. She has

ner ved the fr ail and shrinking he art o f woman f or hig h and

holy deeds. The worn and w eary have rested their fain ting

heads upon her bosom, and ga ther ed str ength fr om her

words and cour age from her c ounsels. She has been the staf f

of decrepi t age and the jo y of manhood in i ts str ength. She

has bent over the f orm o f lovely childhood, and suf fered i t

to have a place in the RedeemerÕs arms. She has stood by

the be d of the d ying, and un veiled the g lories o f eternal

lif e, gilding the dar kness of the tomb wi th the g lor y of the

resurr ection.Ó

Her mind being o f a stric tl y relig ious caste, the ef fusions fr om her

pen all savor o f a highly mor al and elevating tone.

About the y ear 1851 she left Baltimor e to seek a home in a Free

State, and f or a shor t time r esided in Ohio, wher e she was engaged

in te aching. Con tr ary to her e xpectations, her adopte d home and

calling not pr oving satisfac tor y, she left tha t State and c ame to

Pennsylvania as a last resort, and again engag ed in te aching at Li t tle

York. Here she not onl y had to enc ounter the tr ouble o f dealing

wi th unrul y childr en, she was sorely oppr essed wi th the thoug ht

of the c ondi tion o f her pe ople in Mar yland. Not unfr equentl y she

gave ut ter ance to such e xpr essions as the follo wing: ÒNot tha t w e

have not a rig ht to br eathe the air as fr eely as anybody else here

(in Baltimor e), but w e are tr eated worse than aliens among a pe ople

whose languag e we speak, whose r elig ion w e profess, and whose

blood f lows and ming les in our v einsÉ. H omeless in the land o f

our bir th and w orse off than str angers in the home o f our na tivi ty.Ó

During her sta y in York she had fr equent oppor tuni ties o f seeing

passengers on the Under ground Rail Road. In one o f her le t ters she

thus allude d to a tr aveler: ÒI saw a passenger per the Under ground

Rail Road yesterday; did he arriv e safely? Not wi thstanding tha t

abomina tion o f the nine teenth c entur yÑthe F ugitiv e Slave

LawÑmen still de termine to be fr ee. Not wi thstanding all the
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darkness in which the y keep the slaves, it seems that someho w lig ht

is dawning upon their mindsÉ. These poor fug itiv es are a proper ty

that can walk. Just to think tha t fr om the r ainbow-cr owned Niagar a

to the sw ollen w aters o f the M exican Gulf, fr om the r estless murmur

of the A tlan tic to the c easeless roar of the Pacif ic, the poor , half-

star ved, f lying fug itiv e has no resting-plac e for the sole o f his f oot!Ó

Whilst hesi tating whe ther or not i t w ould be best to c ontinue

teaching, she wr ote to a friend f or advice as follo ws: ÒWhat w ould

you do if y ou were in m y place? Would y ou give up and go back and

work at your tr ade (dress-making)? Ther e are no people tha t ne ed

all the benef its r esulting fr om a well-dir ected education mor e than

we do. The condi tion o f our pe ople, the w ants of our childr en, and

the w elfar e of our r ace demand the aid o f every helping hand, the

God-spe ed of every Christian he art. I t is a w ork of time, a labor o f

patienc e, to become an ef fectiv e school te acher; and i t should be a

work of love in which the y who engag e should not aba te heart or

hope un til i t is done. And af ter all, i t is one o f womanÕs most sacr ed

rig hts to ha ve the privileg e of forming the symme tr y and rig htl y

adjusting the men tal balanc e of an immor tal mind. Ó ÒI have wri t ten a

lectur e on education, and I am also wri ting a small book. Ó

Thus, whilst f illing her v ocation as a te acher in Li t tle York, was

she deeply engr ossed in thoug ht as to ho w she could best pr omote

the w elfar e of her r ace. But as she was devoted to the w ork in hand,

she soon found tha t f if ty-thr ee untr ained li t tle ur chins o vertaxed

her na tur ally delic ate ph ysical powers; i t also happene d just about

this time tha t she w as fur ther mo ved to en ter the An ti-Sla very f ield

as a lectur er substan tiall y by the f ollo wing cir cumstanc e: About the

year 1853, Maryland, her na tiv e State, had enac ted a law forbidding

fr ee people o f color fr om the N or th fr om coming in to the S tate on

pain o f being imprisone d and sold in to slavery. A free man, who had

unwi t ting ly viola ted this infamous sta tute, had r ecentl y been sold

to Georgia, and had escaped thenc e by secreting himself behind

the whe el-house o f a boat bound nor th ward; but bef ore he reached

the desir ed haven, he was discovered and r emanded to sla very. It

was repor ted tha t he die d soon af ter fr om the ef fects of exposur e
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and suf fering. I n a let ter to a friend r eferring to this outr age, Mrs.

Harper thus wr ote: ÒUpon that gr ave I pledged myself to the An ti-

Slavery cause.Ó

Having thus de cided, she wr ote in a subse quent le t ter , ÒIt may

be that God himself has wri t ten upon both m y heart and br ain a

commission to use time, talen t and ener gy in the c ause of fr eedom.Ó

In this abiding fai th she c ame to Philadelphia, hoping tha t the w ay

would open f or usefulness, and to publish her li t tle book ( above

referr ed to ). She visited the An ti-Sla very Of f ice and read Anti-

Slavery documen ts wi th gr eat avidi ty; in the me an time making

her home a t the sta tion o f the Under ground Rail Road, wher e she

fr equentl y saw passengers and heard their melting tales o f suf fering

and wr ong, which in tensel y incr eased her sympa th y in their behalf.

Althoug h anxious to en ter the An ti-Sla very f ield as a worker, her

modest y pr evented her fr om pr essing her claims; c onsequentl y as

she was but li t tle kno wn, being a y oung and homeless maiden ( an

exile b y law), no especial enc our agement w as tender ed her b y Anti-

Slavery friends in P hiladelphia.

During her sta y in Philadelphia she publishe d some verses

enti tle d, ÒEliza Harris cr ossing the Riv er on the I ce.Ó It w as deemed

best to dela y the issuing o f the book.

After spending some w eeks in Philadelphia, she c onclude d to visi t

Boston. H ere she was treated wi th the kindness char acteristic o f

the friends in the An ti-Sla very Of f ice whom she visi ted, but onl y

made a brief sta y, after which she pr oceeded to N ew Bedford, the

Òhot-bed of the fug itiv esÓ in Massachuset ts, wher e by invitation she

addressed a public me eting on the subje ct o f Education and the

Elevation o f the Color ed Race.

The occasion and r esult o f the c ommenc ement o f her public

career w as thus given by her o wn pen in a le t ter da ted August, 1854:

ÒWell, I am out le cturing. I ha ve lectur ed every nig ht this

week; besides addr essed a Sunday-school, and I shall spe ak,

if nothing pr event, to-nig ht. M y lectur es have met wi th

success. Last nig ht I le ctur ed in a whi te chur ch in
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Providenc e. Mr. Gardener w as present, and made the

estima te of about six hundr ed persons. N ever, perhaps, was

a speaker, old or y oung, favored wi th a mor e at ten tiv e

audienc eÉ. M y voice is not w anting in str ength, as I am

aware of, to r each pr et ty well over the house. The chur ch

was the Roger Williams; the pastor , a Mr. Furnell, who

appeared to be a kind and Christian manÉ. M y maiden

lectur e was Monday nig ht in N ew Bedford on the Ele vation

and Education o f our P eople. Perhaps as intelle ctual a plac e

as any I was ever at o f i ts size.Ó

Having thus w on her w ay to a favorable posi tion as a le ctur er, the

follo wing mon th she w as engaged by the State Anti-Sla very Society

of Maine, wi th wha t suc cess appears fr om one o f her le t ters be aring

dateÑ Bucksto wn Centr e, Sept. 28, 1854:

ÒThe agent o f the State Anti-Sla very Society of Maine tr avels

wi th me, and she is a ple asant, dear, sweet lad y. I do lik e her

so. We tr avel tog ether , eat tog ether , and sleep together . (She

is a whi te w oman.) In fact I ha ve not be en in one c olor ed

person Õs house since I lef t Massachuset ts; but I ha ve a

pleasant time. M y lif e reminds me o f a beautiful dr eam. What

a dif ference between this and Y ork!É I ha ve met wi th some

of the kindest tr eatmen t up her e that I ha ve ever r eceivedÉ.

I have lectur ed thr ee times this w eek. After I w ent fr om

Limerick, I w ent to S pring vale; ther e I spoke on Sunday nig ht

at an Anti-Sla very meeting. Some o f the pe ople ar e Anti-

Slavery, Anti-rum and An ti-Ca tholic; and if y ou could see

our Maine ladies,Ñsome o f them among the noblest t ypes of

womanhood y ou have ever seen! They are for put ting men

of Anti-Sla very principles in o ff ice, É to cle anse the corrupt

fountains o f our g overnmen t by sending men to Congr ess

who will ple ad for our do wn-tr odden and oppr essed

brethr en, our crushe d and helpless sisters, whose te ars and

blood be dew our soil, whose chains ar e clanking Ôneath our

1242 | The Under ground Railr oad



proudest banners, whose cries and gr oans amid our loudest

paeans rise.Ó

Everywher e in this la ti tude doors opene d before her, and her g if ts

were universally recogniz ed as a valuable acquisi tion to the c ause. In

the le t ter abo ve referr ed to she said: ÒI spoke in Boston on M onday

nightÉ. W ell, I am but one, but c an do something, and, God helping

me, I will tr y. Mr . Brister fr om Lowell addr essed the me eting; also

Rev. ÑÑ H owe. We had a good demonstr ation.Ó

Having r ead the narr ativ e of Solomon N or thrup (12 years a slave),

she was led to embr ace the Free Labor doc trine most thor oughly;

and in a le t ter da ted at Temple, Maine, O ct. 20, 1854, after

expr essing the in ter est she took in the annual me eting o f the An ti-

Slavery Society of tha t sta te, she remarked:

ÒI spoke on Free Produce, and now by the w ay I belie ve in

that kind o f Aboli tion. Oh, i t does seem to strik e at one o f

the principal r oots o f the ma t ter . I have commenc ed sinc e

I r ead Solomon N or thrup. Oh, if Mrs. S towe has clothe d

Americ an slavery in the gr aceful garb o f f iction, Solomon

Nor thrup c omes up fr om the dar k habi tation o f Southern

cruelt y wher e slavery fat tens and f easts on human blood

wi th such mournful r evelations tha t one mig ht almost wish

for the sak e of humani ty tha t the tales o f horr or which he

reveals were not so. Oh, ho w can we pamper our appe ti tes

upon luxuries dr awn fr om r eluctant f ingers? Oh, could

slavery exist long if i t did not si t on a c ommer cial thr one?

I have read somewher e, if I r emember arig ht, of a Hindoo

being loth to cut a tr ee because being a belie ver in the

tr ansmigr ation o f souls, he thoug ht the soul o f his fa ther

had passed in to i t É Oh, friend, bene ath the most delic ate

preparations o f the c ane can you not se e the sting ing lash

and clot ted whip ? I have reason to be thankful tha t I am able

to g ive a lit tle mor e for a Free Labor dr ess, if i t is c oarser.

I can thank God tha t upon i ts w arp and w oof I see no stain

of blood and te ars; that to pr ocur e a lit tle f iner muslin f or
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my limbs no crushe d and br oken heart w ent out in sig hs,

and tha t fr om the f ield wher e it w as raised went up no wild

and star tling cr y unto the thr one of God to wi tness ther e in

language deep and str ong, tha t in demanding tha t cot ton I

was nerving oppr essionÕs hand for de eds of guilt and crime.

If the li beration o f the sla ve demanded i t, I c ould c onsent to

par t wi th a por tion o f the blood fr om m y own veins if tha t

would do him an y good.Ó

After ha ving thus allude d to fr ee labor , she gave a short journal

of the dif ferent plac es wher e she had recentl y lectur ed fr om the

5th o f September to the 20th o f October , which w e mention her e

simpl y to sho w the perse verance which char acteriz ed her as an

advocate of her ensla ved race, and at the same time sho w ho w doors

everywher e opened to her: P or tland, M onmouth Cen tr e, Nor th

Berwick, Limerick ( two meetings ), Spring vale, Por tsmouth, Elliot t,

Waterbor ough (spoke four times ), Lyman, Saccarappo, Moder ation,

Steep Falls (twic e), Nor th Buxton, Gor am, Gardner , Litchf ield, t wic e,

Monmouth Ridg e twic e, Monmouth Cen tr e thr ee times, Li tchf ield

second time, W est Water ville t wic e, Livermor e Temple. Her abili ty

and labors w ere everywher e appreciated, and her me etings lar gely

at tende d. In a subsequent le t ter r eferring to the manner tha t she

was received, she wr ote, ÒA short while ag o when I w as down this

way I took br eakfast wi th the then Go vernor o f Maine.Ó

For a year and a half she c ontinue d in the Eastern S tates, speaking

in most or all o f them wi th mar ked success; the papers me ting out to

her full c ommenda tion f or her ef for ts. The f ollo wing e xtr act clippe d

fr om the P or tland D aily Press, respecting a le ctur e that she w as

invited to deliv er af ter the w ar by the Ma yor (Mr . Washburne ) and

others, is a fair sample o f notic es from this sour ce:

ÒShe spoke for ne arly an hour and a half, her subje ct being

ÔThe Mission o f the W ar, and the Demands o f the Color ed

Race in the W ork of Reconstruc tion;Õ and we have seldom

seen an audienc e mor e at ten tiv e, bet ter ple ased, or mor e

enthusiastic. Mrs. H arper has a splendid ar ticula tion, uses
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chaste, pur e language, has a pleasant voice, and allows no

one to tir e of hearing her . We shall at tempt no abstr act o f

her addr ess; none that w e could mak e would do her justic e.

It w as one of which an y lectur er mig ht f eel pr oud, and her

reception b y a Por tland a udienc e was all that could be

desir ed. We have seen no pr aises of her tha t w ere

overdrawn. We have heard Miss Dickinson, and do not

hesitate to a ward the palm to her dar ker color ed sister .Ó

In 1856, desiring to se e the fug itiv es in Canada, she visited the

Upper Pr ovinc e, and in a le t ter da ted at Niagar a Falls, Sept. 12th, she

unf olded her mind in the f ollo wing languag e:

ÒWell, I have gazed for the f irst time upon F ree Land, and,

would y ou belie ve it, te ars sprang to m y eyes, and I wept.

Oh, i t w as a glorious sig ht to gaz e for the f irst time on a land

wher e a poor slave f lying fr om our g lorious land o f li ber ty

would in a momen t f ind his f et ters br oken, his shackles

loosed, and wha tever he w as in the land o f Washington,

beneath the shado w of Bunker H ill M onumen t or e ven

Plymouth R ock, her e he becomes a man and a br other . I have

gazed on H arperÕs Ferr y, or r ather the r ock at the F err y; I

have seen i t to wering up in simple gr andeur , wi th the g entle

Potomac g liding pe acefull y at i ts feet, and f elt tha t tha t w as

GodÕs masonr y, and my soul had expanded in gazing on i ts

sublimi ty. I have seen the oc ean singing i ts wild chorus o f

sounding w aves, and ecstacy has thrille d upon the living

chor ds of my heart. I have since then seen the r ainbow-

crowned Niagar a chanting the chor al hymn o f Omnipotenc e,

gir dled wi th gr andeur , and robed wi th g lor y; but none o f

these things ha ve melte d me as the f irst sig ht o f Free Land.

Towering moun tains lif ting their hoar y summi ts to c atch the

first fain t f lush of day when the sunbe ams kiss the shado ws

fr om morningÕs drowsy face may expand and e xalt y our soul.

The f irst vie w of the oc ean may f ill y ou wi th str ange delig ht.

NiagaraÑthe gr eat, the g lorious Niagar aÑmay hush your
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spiri t wi th i ts ceaseless thunder; i t may charm y ou wi th i ts

robe of cr ested spray and r ainbow cr own; but the land o f

Freedom w as a lesson of deeper signif icance than f oaming

waves or to wering moun ts.Ó

While in T oronto she le ctur ed, and was listened to wi th gr eat

inter est; but she made onl y a brief visi t, thenc e returning to

Philadelphia, her adopte d home.

With her ne wly acquir ed reputa tion as a le ctur er, from 1856 to

1859 she continue d her labors in P ennsylvania, New Jersey, New

York, Ohio, &c. I n the me antime she o ften c ame in c ontact wi th

Under ground Rail Road passengers, especiall y in Philadelphia. N one

sympathiz ed wi th them mor e sincerely or sho wed a greater

willingness to r ender them ma terial aid. She c ontri bute d apparentl y

wi th the same li berali ty as thoug h the y were her own ne ar kin. Even

when at a distanc e, so deep was her in ter est in the suc cess of the

Road, she fr equentl y made i t her business to f orward donations, and

carefull y inquir e into the sta te o f the tr easury. The Chairman o f the

Commi t tee might publish a v olume o f in ter esting le t ters fr om her

pen r elating to the Under ground Rail Road and kindr ed topics; but

a few extr acts must suf f ice. We here copy fr om a let ter da ted at

Rushsylvania, Ohio, Dec. 15th: ÒI send you to-da y t wo dollars f or the

Under ground Rail Road. It is onl y a part o f wha t I subscri bed at your

meeting. Ma y God speed the f light o f the sla ve as he speeds thr ough

our Republic to gain his li ber ty in a monar chic al land. I am still in the

lecturing f ield, thoug h not v ery str ong ph ysicallyÉ. Send me w ord

what I c an do for the fug itiv e.Ó

From Tif f in, Ohio, Mar ch 31st, touching the ne ws of a rescue in

Philadelphia, she thus wr ote:

ÒI see by the Cincinna ti papers tha t you have had an

at tempte d rescue and a failur e. That is sad! Can you not g ive

me the par ticulars? and if ther e is anything tha t I c an do for

them in mone y or w ords, call upon me. This is a c ommon

cause; and if ther e is any bur den to be borne in the An ti-

Slavery-c auseÑanything to be done to w eaken our ha teful
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chains or asser t our manhood and w omanhood, I ha ve a

rig ht to do m y share of the w ork. The humblest and f eeblest

of us can do something; and thoug h I may be def icien t in

many of the c onventionalisms o f ci ty lif e, and be consider ed

as a person of good impulses, but unf inishe d, yet if ther e is

common r ough work to be done, c all on me.Ó

Mrs. H arper w as not conten t to mak e speeches and r eceive plaudi ts,

but w as ever willing to do the r ough work and to g ive material aid

wher ever needed.

From another le t ter da ted Lewis Centr e, Ohio, w e copy the

follo wing char acteristic e xtr act:

ÒYesterday I sent you thir ty dollars. T ake five of i t f or the

rescuers (who w ere in prison ), and the r est pay away on the

books. My offering is not lar ge; but if y ou need mor e, send

me word. Also how comes on the Under ground Rail Road?

Do you need anything f or tha t? You have probably heard

of the shameful outr age of a color ed man or bo y named

Wagner, who w as kidnapped in Ohio and c arrie d across the

riv er and sold for a slaveÉ. Ohio has be come a kind o f a

negro hun ting gr ound, a new CongoÕs coast and Guine aÕs

shore. A man was kidnapped almost under the shado w of our

capital. Oh, w as it not dr eadful?É Oh, ma y the living God

prepare me for an earnest and fai thful ad vocacy of the c ause

of justic e and rig ht!Ó

In those da ys the blo ws struck b y the her o, John Brown, w ere

agitating the na tion. Sc arcely was it possi ble for a living soul to

be mor e deeply affected than this f emale advocate. Nor did her

sympathies end in mer e words. She tender ed material aid as w ell as

heartf elt c ommiser ation.
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To John BrownÕs wif e1she sent thr ough the wri ter the f ollo wing

let ter:

LETTER TO JOHN BROWNÕS WIFE.

FARMER CENTRE, OHIO, Nov. 14th.

MY DEAR MADAM:ÑIn an hour lik e this the c ommon

words of sympath y may seem lik e idle w ords, and yet I w ant

to say something to y ou, the noble wif e of the her o of the

nine teenth c entur y. Belonging to the r ace your de ar

husband r eached for th his hand to assist, I ne ed not tell y ou

that m y sympathies ar e wi th y ou. I thank y ou for the br ave

words you have spoken. A republic tha t pr oduces such a

wif e and mother ma y hope f or be t ter da ys. Our he art may

grow mor e hopeful f or humani ty when i t sees the sublime

sacrif ice it is about to r eceive fr om his hands. N ot in v ain

has your de ar husband perile d all, if the mar tyrdom o f one

hero is wor th mor e than the lif e of a million c owards. From

the prison c omes for th a shout o f triumph o ver tha t po wer

whose ethics ar e robber y of the f eeble and oppr ession of the

weak, the tr ophies o f whose chiv alr y are a plunder ed cr adle

and a scour ged and ble eding w oman. Dear sister , I thank

you for the br ave and noble w ords that you have spoken.

Enclosed I send y ou a few dollars as a tok en of my grati tude,

reverence and love.

Yours r espectfull y,

FRANCES ELLEN WATKINS.

1.Mrs. H arper passed t wo weeks wi th Mrs. B rown at the

house of the wri ter while she w as awaiting the e xecution

of her husband, and sympa thiz ed wi th her most de eply.
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Post Of f ice address: care of William Still, 107 Fif th St.,

Philadelphia, P enn.

May God, our o wn God, sustain y ou in the hour o f trial. I f

ther e is one thing on e arth I c an do for y ou or y ours, le t me

be appriz ed. I am at your ser vice.

Not f orget ting B rownÕs comr ades, who w ere then l ying in prison

under sen tenc e of death, true to the best impulses o f her g enerous

heart, she thus wr ote r elativ e to these ill-fa ted prisoners, fr om

Montpelier , Dec. 12th:

ÒI thank you for c ompl ying wi th m y request. (She had

previousl y or dered a box of things to be f orwarded to them.)

And also tha t you wr ote to them. Y ou see Brown to wered

up so br avely tha t these doome d and fated men ma y have

been almost o verlooked, and just think tha t I am able to send

one r ay thr ough the nig ht ar ound them. And as their le t ters

came too la te to answ er in time, I am be t ter satisf ied tha t

you wr ote. I hope the things will r each them. Poor doome d

and fated men! W hy did y ou not send them mor e things?

Please send me the bill o f expenseÉ. Send me w ord what

I can do for the fug itiv es. Do you need any mone y? Do I

not o we you on the old bill (ple dge)? Look carefull y and see

if I ha ve paid all. Along wi th this le t ter I send y ou one f or

Mr . Stephens (one of BrownÕs men), and would ask y ou to

send him a bo x of nic e things e very week till he dies or is

acqui t ted. I understand the balls ha ve not be en extr acted

fr om him. H as not this suf fering be en overshadowed by the

glor y tha t gather ed around the br ave old man?É Spare no

expense to mak e the last hours o f his (StephensÕ) life as

brig ht as possible wi th sympa th yÉ. Now, my friend, fulf il this

to the le t ter . Oh, is i t not a privileg e, if you are sister less and

lonel y, to be a sister to the human r ace, and to plac e your

heart wher e it may thr ob close to do wn-tr odden humani ty?Ó

On another oc casion in wri ting fr om the le cturing f ield hundr eds of
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miles away fr om Philadelphia, the sympa th y she felt f or the fug itiv es

found expr ession in the f ollo wing languag e:

ÒHow far ed the g ir l who c ame robed in male a t tir e? Do wri te

me every time y ou wri te ho w man y come to y our house;

and, my dear friend, if y ou have that much in hand o f mine

fr om m y books, will y ou ple ase pay the V igilanc e Commi t tee

two or thr ee dollars f or me to help c arr y on the g lorious

enterprise. N ow, please do not wri te back tha t you are not

going to do an y such thing. Le t me explain a f ew mat ters to

you. In the f irst plac e, I am able to g ive something. I n the

second plac e, I am willing to do soÉ. Oh, lif e is fading away,

and we have but an hour o f time! Should w e not, ther efore,

endeavor to le t i ts histor y gladden the e arth? The nearer

we ally oursel ves to the w ants and w oes of humani ty in the

spiri t o f Christ, the closer w e get to the gr eat heart o f God;

the ne arer w e stand by the be ating o f the pulse o f univ ersal

love.Ó

Doubtless i t has not o ften be en found ne cessary for persons

desir ous of contri buting to bene volent c auses to f irst ha ve to

remove anticipa ted objections. N evertheless in some c ases it w ould

seem necessary to admonish her not to be qui te so li beral; to

husband wi th a li t tle mor e care her har d-e arned inc ome for a Òrainy

day,Ó as her health w as not str ong.

ÒMy health,Ó she wrote at tha t time, Òis not very str ong, and I ma y

have to g ive up before long. I ma y have to yield on ac count o f my

voice, which I think, has be come somewhat af fected. I mig ht be so

glad if i t w as only so tha t I c ould g o home among m y own kindr ed

and people, but sla very comes up lik e a dark shadow between me

and the home o f my childhood. W ell, per haps it is m y lot to die fr om

home and be burie d among str angers; and yet I do not r egret tha t

I have espoused this c ause; perhaps I have been of some ser vice to

the c ause of human rig hts, and I hope the c onsciousness tha t I ha ve

not liv ed in v ain, will be a halo o f peace around m y dying be d; a

heavenly sunshine lig hting up the dar k valley and shadow of death.Ó
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Not wi thstanding this y earning f or home, she w as far fr om

desiring a t her de ath, a burial in a Sla ve State, as the f ollo wing

clearly expr essed views show:

ÒI have lived in the midst o f oppr ession and wr ong, and I

am saddened by every captur ed fug itiv e in the N or th; a blo w

has been struck a t m y fr eedom, in e very hun ted and do wn-

tr odden slave in the South; N or th and South ha ve both be en

guilt y, and they tha t sin must suf fer.Ó

Also, in harmon y wi th the abo ve sentimen ts, came a number o f

verses appropria te to her desir es in this r espect, one o f which w e

here give as a sample:

ÒMake me a grave wher eÕer you will,

In a lowly plain, or a lo fty hill,

Make it among e arthÕs humblest gr aves,

But not in a land wher e men are slaves.Ó

In the State o f Maine the papers br ought to her notic e the c aptur e

of Mar garet Garner , and the tr agic and blood y deed connected

ther ewi th. And she wri tes:

ÒRome had her altars wher e the tr embling criminal, and the

worn and w eary slave might f ly for an asylumÑ Judea her

ci ties o f r efuge; but Ohio, wi th her B ibles and chur ches, her

baptisms and pr ayers, had not one temple so de dicated to

human rig hts, one altar so c onsecrated to human li ber ty,

that tr ampled upon and do wn-tr odden innoc ence knew tha t

it could f ind pr otection f or a nig ht, or shelter f or a day.Ó

In the fall o f 1860, in the ci ty of Cincinna ti, Mrs. H arper w as marrie d

to Fenton H arper , a widower, and resident o f Ohio. I t seemed

obvious tha t this chang e would ne cessarily take her fr om the spher e

of her f ormer usefulness. The me ans she had saved fr om the sale o f

her books and fr om her le ctur es, she invested in a small farm ne ar

Columbus, and in a shor t time af ter her marriag e she enter ed upon

house-k eeping.
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Not wi thstanding her famil y cares, consequent upon marrie d lif e,

she only ceased fr om her li ter ary and anti-sla very labors, when

compelle d to do so b y other duties.

On the 2 3d of May, 1864, death depriv ed her o f her husband.

Whilst she c ould not g ive so much at ten tion to wri ting as she

could ha ve desired in her household da ys, she, nevertheless, did

then pr oduc e some of her best pr oduc tions. T ake the f ollo wing f or

a sample, on the r eturn fr om Cleveland, Ohio, o f a poor , ill-fa ted

slave-g ir l, (under the F ugitiv e Slave Law):

TO THE UNION SAVERS OF
CLEVELAND.

Men of Cleveland, had a vultur e

Sought a timid do ve for pr ey,

Would y ou not, wi th human pi ty,

Driv e the gor y bir d away?

Had you seen a feeble lambkin,

Shrinking fr om a wolf so bold,

Would y e not to shield the tr embler ,

In your arms ha ve made its fold?

But when she, a hun ted sister ,

Str etche d her hands tha t ye might save,

Colder far than Zembla Õs regions

Was the answer tha t ye gave.

On the Union Õs bloody altar ,

Was your hapless vic tim laid;

Mercy, truth and justic e shudder ed,

But y our hands w ould g ive no aid.

And ye sent her back to tor tur e,

Robbed of fr eedom and o f rig ht.

Thrust the wr etche d, captiv e str anger.
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Back to slaveryÕs gloom y nig ht.

Back wher e brutal men ma y tr ample,

On her honor and her fame;

And un to her lips so dusky ,

Press the cup o f woe and shame.

Ther e is blood upon y our ci ty,

Dark and dismal is the stain;

And your hands w ould fail to cle anse it,

Thoug h Lake Erie ye should dr ain.

Ther eÕs a curse upon y our Union,

Fearful sounds ar e in the air;

As if thunderbolts w ere framing,

Answers to the bondsman Õs prayer.

Ye may offer human vic tims,

Like the heathen priests o f old;

And may bar ter manl y honor

For the Union and f or gold.

But y e can not sta y the whir lwind,

When the storm beg ins to br eak;

And our God doth rise in judgmen t,

For the poor and ne edyÕs sake.

And, your sin-curse d, guilt y Union,

Shall be shaken to i ts base,

Till y e learn tha t simple justic e,

Is the rig ht o f every race.

Mrs. H arper took the de epest in ter est in the w ar, and look ed wi th

extr eme anxie ty for the r esults; and she ne ver lost an oppor tuni ty

to wri te, speak, or ser ve the c ause in any way tha t she thoug ht

would best pr omote the fr eedom o f the sla ve. On the pr oclamation

of Gener al Fremont, the passages from her pen ar e wor th y to be

long r emember ed:

ÒWell, wha t think y ou of the w ar? To me one o f the most

inter esting f eatur es is FremontÕs Proclamation fr eeing the

slaves of the r ebels. Is ther e no r ay of hope in tha t? I should
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not w onder if Ed ward M. Davis br eathed tha t in to his e ar.

His pr oclamation looks lik e real earnestness; no mincing

the ma t ter wi th the r ebels. Death to the tr aitors and

conf iscation o f their sla ves is no childÕs play. I hope tha t

the boldness o f his stand will inspir e others to look the r eal

cause of the w ar in the fac e and inspir e the governmen t wi th

uncompr omising e arnestness to r emove the f estering curse.

And yet I am not une asy about the r esult o f this w ar. We may

look upon i t as GodÕs contr oversy wi th the na tion; H is arising

to ple ad by f ir e and blood the c ause of His poor and ne edy

people. Some time sinc e Breckinridg e, in wri ting to S umner ,

asks, if I rig htl y remember , What is the fa te o f a few negr oes

to me or mine ? Bound up in one gr eat bundle o f humani ty

our fa tes seem link ed tog ether , our destin y entwine d wi th

theirs, and our rig hts are inter woven tog ether .Ó

Finall y when the long-look ed-f or Emancipa tion Pr oclamation c ame,

althoug h Mrs. H arper w as not at tha t time v ery well, she accepted

an invitation to addr ess a public me eting in Columbus, Ohio, an

allusion to which w e find in a le t ter da ted at Gr ove City, O., which

we copy wi th the f eeling tha t man y who ma y read this v olume will

sympathiz e wi th every word ut ter ed relativ e to the Pr oclamation:

ÒI spoke in Columbus on the Pr esidentÕs ProclamationÉ. B ut

was not such an e vent w or th y the awakening o f every

powerÑthe c ongr atula tion o f every facult y? What hath God

wr ought! We may well exclaim ho w event af ter e vent has

paved the w ay for fr eedom. I n the cruci ble of disaster and

defeat God has stirr ed the na tion, and permi t ted no

permanen t vic tor y to cr own her banners while she k ept

her hand upon the tr embling sla ve and held him back fr om

fr eedom. And even now the sc ale may still se em to oscilla te

between the c ontending par ties, and some ma y say, Why

does not God g ive us full and quick vic tor y? My friend, do

not despair if e ven deeper shado ws gather ar ound the fa te

of the na tion, tha t truth will not ultima tel y triumph, and the
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rig ht be establishe d and vindic ated; but the de adly gangrene

has taken such deep and almost fa tal hold upon the na tion

that the v ery centr es of i ts lif e seem to be in volved in i ts

eradication. Just look, af ter all the trials de ep and f ier y

thr ough which the na tion has w aded, how mournfull y

suggestive was the r esponse the pr oclamation r eceived fr om

the democr atic triumphs which f ollo wed so close upon i ts

footsteps. W ell, thank God tha t the Pr esident did not fail

us, that the f ier ce rumbling o f democr atic thunder did not

shake fr om his hand the bolt he le veled against slavery. Oh,

it w ould ha ve been so sad if, af ter all the desola tion and

carnage that have dyed our plains wi th blood and crimsone d

our bor ders wi th w arfar e, the pale y oung c orpses tr odden

down b y the hoo fs of war, the dim e yes that have looked

their last upon the lo ved and lost, had the arm o f Executiv e

power faile d us in the na tion Õs fearful crisis! F or ho w

mournful i t is when the unrig hted wr ongs and f earful

agonies of ages reach their culmina ting poin t, and events

solemn, terri ble and sublime marshal themsel ves in dr ead

arr ay to mould the destin y of nations, the hands appoin ted

to hold the helm o f affairs, inste ad of gr asping the mig hty

occasions and stamping them wi th the gr eat seals of dut y

and rig ht, permi t them to f loat along the curr ent o f

cir cumstanc es without c ompr ehending the hour o f

visi tation or the momen tous day of oppor tuni ty. Yes, we

may thank God tha t in the hour when the na tion Õs life was

convulsed, and fearful g loom had she d i ts shadows over

the land, the Pr esident r eached out his hand thr ough the

darkness to br eak the chains on which the rust o f centuries

had gather ed. Well, did y ou ever expect to se e this da y? I

know tha t all is not ac complishe d; but w e may rejoice in

what has been alr eady wr ought,Ñthe w ondr ous change in

so shor t a time. Just a li t tle while sinc e the Americ an f lag

to the f lying bondman w as an ensign of bondag e; now i t

has become a symbol o f pr otection and fr eedom. Onc e the
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slave was a despised and tr ampled on pariah; no w he has

become a useful all y to the Americ an governmen t. From the

crimson sods o f war springs the whi te f lower of fr eedom,

and songs of deliv erance ming le wi th the cr ash and roar of

war. The shadow of the Americ an army becomes a covert f or

the slave, and beneath the Americ an Eagle he gr asps the key

of kno wledge and is lif ted to a hig her destin y.Ó

This le t ter w e had in tende d should c omple te the sk etch o f Mrs.

HarperÕs Anti-Sla very labors; but in turning to another epistle da ted

Boston, April 19th, on the Assassina tion o f the Pr esident, w e feel tha t

a part o f i t is too in ter esting to omi t:

ÒSorrow tr eads on the f ootsteps o f the na tion Õs joy. A few

days since the telegr aph thrille d and thr obbed wi th a

nation Õs joy. To-da y a nation si ts down bene ath the

shadow of i ts mournful grief. Oh, wha t a terri ble lesson does

this e vent r ead to us! A f ew years since slavery tor tur ed,

burne d, hung and outr aged us, and the na tion passe d by

and said, the y had nothing to do wi th slavery wher e it w as,

slavery would ha ve something to do wi th them wher e they

were. Oh, how fearfull y the judgmen ts of Ichabod have

pressed upon the na tion Õs life! Well, i t may be in the

providenc e of God this blo w w as needed to in tensif y the

nation Õs hatr ed of slavery, to show the ut ter fallac y of basing

national r econstruc tion upon the v otes of r eturne d rebels,

and r ejecting lo yal black men; making ( after all the blood

pour ed out lik e water , and wealth sc at ter ed lik e chaff ) a

return to the old ide a that a whi te r ebel is bet ter or o f mor e

account in the bod y poli tic than a lo yal black manÉ. M oses,

the me ekest man on e arth, le d the childr en of Israel over

the Red Sea, but w as not permi t ted to see them set tle d in

Canaan. Mr. Lincoln has led up thr ough another R ed Sea to

the table land o f triumphan t vic tor y, and God has seen f it to

summon f or the ne w er a another man. I t is ours then to bo w

to the Chastener and le t our honor ed and lo ved chief tain
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go. Surely the e verlasting arms tha t have hushed him so

str angely to sle ep are able to guide the na tion thr ough i ts

untr od futur e; but in v ain should be this f earful baptism o f

blood if fr om the dar k bosom o f slavery springs such terri ble

crimes. Le t the whole na tion r esolve that the whole virus

shall be elimina ted fr om i ts bod y; tha t in the futur e slavery

shall onl y be remember ed as a thing o f the past tha t shall

never have the fain test hope o f a resurr ection.Ó

Up to this poin t, w e have spoken of Mrs. H arper as a labor er, bat tling

for fr eedom under sla very and the w ar. She is equally earnest in

laboring f or Equali ty before the lawÑeducation, and a hig her

manhood, espe ciall y in the South, among the F reedmen.

For the best par t o f several years, since the w ar, she has traveled

very extensiv ely thr ough the Southern S tates, going on the

plantations and amongst the lo wly, as well as to the ci ties and

towns, addr essing schools, Chur ches, meetings in Cour t H ouses,

Legislativ e Halls, &c., and, sometimes, under the most tr ying and

hazardous cir cumstanc es; inf luenc ed in her labor o f love, wholl y

by the noble impulses o f her o wn he art, w orking her w ay along

unsustaine d by any Society. In this mission, she has c ome in c ontact

wi th all classesÑthe orig inal slaveholders and the F reedmen, bef ore

and sinc e the Fif teenth Amendmen t bill w as enacted. Excepting t wo

of the Southern S tates (Texas and Arkansas), she has traveled lar gely

over all the others, and in no instanc e has she permi t ted herself,

thr ough fear, to disappoin t an audienc e, when engagements had

been made f or her to spe ak, althoug h fr equentl y admonishe d tha t i t

would be dang erous to v entur e in so doing.

We first quote fr om a let ter da ted Darlington, S. C., May 13, 1867:

ÒYou will se e by this tha t I am in the sunn y SouthÉ. I her e

read and see human na tur e under ne w lig hts and phases.

I meet wi th a people eager to he ar, ready to listen, as if

they felt tha t the slumber o f the ag es had been br oken,

and tha t the y were to sleep no mor eÉ. I am g lad tha t the

color ed man gets his fr eedom and suf fr age together; tha t
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he is not f orced to g o thr ough the same c ondi tion o f things

here, that has incline d him so much to apa th y, isolation, and

indif ference, in the N or th. You, per haps, wonder wh y I have

been so slow in wri ting to y ou, but if y ou kne w ho w busy

I am, just w orking up to or past the limi t o f my str ength.

Traveling, c onversing, addr essing day and Sunday-schools

(picking up scr aps of inf orma tion, tak es up a large por tion o f

my time ), besides what I g ive to r eading. For m y audienc es

I have both whi te and c olor ed. On the c ars, some f ind out

that I am a le ctur er, and then, again, I am dr awn in to

conversation. ÔWhat ar e you lecturing about?Õ the question

comes up, and if I sa y, among other topics poli tics, then

I may look f or an onse t. Ther e is a sensitiv eness on this

subject, a dr ead, it may be, tha t some one will Ôput the de vil

in the nigg erÕs head,Õ or exert some inf luenc e inimic al to

them; still, I g et along some what ple asantl y. Last week I had

a small congr egation o f listeners in the c ars, wher e I sat. I

got in c onversation wi th a f ormer sla ve dealer, and we had

rather an e xci ting time. I w as traveling alone, but i t is not

wor th while to sho w any signs of fear. * * *Last Satur day I

spoke in Sumter; a number o f whi te persons w ere present,

and I had be en invited to spe ak ther e by the Ma yor and

edi tor o f the paper . There had been some violenc e in the

distric t, and some o f my friends did not wish me to g o,

but I had pr omised, and, of course, I w ent. * * * * I am in

Darlington, and spok e yesterday, but m y congr egation w as

so large, that I stood ne ar the door o f the chur ch, so tha t

I mig ht be he ard both inside and out, f or a lar ge por tion,

perhaps nearly half m y congr egation w ere on the outside;

and this, in D arlington, wher e, about t wo years ago, a gir l

was hung for making a childish and indiscr eet speech.

Victor y was perched on our banners. Our arm y had been

thr ough, and this poor , ill-fa ted gir l, almost a child in y ears,

about seventeen years of age, rejoiced over the e vent, and

said tha t she w as going to marr y a Yankee and set up
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housekeeping. She was repor ted as having made an

incendiar y speech and arr ested, cruell y scour ged, and then

brutall y hung. Poor child! she had be en a faithful

servantÑher master trie d to save her, but the tide o f fur y

swept away his ef for ts. * * * Oh, friend, per haps,

sometimes y our he art w ould ache, if y ou were only her e and

heard of the wr ongs and abuses to which these pe ople have

been subjected. * * * Things, I belie ve, are a lit tle mor e

hopeful; a t le ast, I belie ve, some of the c olor ed people ar e

get ting be t ter c ontr acts, and, I understand, tha t ther eÕs less

mur dering. W hile I am wri ting, a c olor ed man stands her e,

wi th a tale o f wr ongÑhe has w orked a whole y ear, year

before last, and no w he has been put o ff wi th f if teen bushels

of corn and his f ood; yesterday he went to se e about g et ting

his mone y, and the person to whom he w ent, thr eatened to

kick him o ff, and accused him o f stealing. I don Õt know ho w

the c olor ed man will v ote, but per haps many of them will be

intimida ted at the polls. Ó

From a let ter da ted Cher aw, June 17th, 1867, the f ollo wing r emarks

are taken:

ÒWell, Carolina is an in ter esting plac e. There is not a sta te

in the Union I pr efer to Car olina. Kinder , mor e hospi table,

warmer -he arted people per haps you will not f ind an ywher e.

I have been to Georgia; but Car olina is m y

preference. * * The South is to be a gr eat the atr e for the

color ed manÕs developmen t and pr ogress. There is brain-

power her e. If any doubt i t, le t him c ome in to our schools,

or even converse wi th some o f our F reedmen ei ther in their

homes or b y the w ay-side.Ó

A few days later she gave an account o f a visi t she had just made in

Florence, wher e our poor soldiers had be en prisoners; sa w some o f

the huts wher e they were exposed to r ain and he at and c old wi th

only the tempor ary shelter the y made for themsel ves, which w as a
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sad sight. Then she visi ted the gr ave-yar ds of some thousands o f

Union soldiers. H ere in Òeastern South Car olinaÓ she was in Òone

of the w orst par ts of the StateÓ in the days of Slavery; but under

the ne w or der o f things, inste ad of the lash, she saw school books,

and over the ruins o f slavery, education and fr ee speech spring ing

up, at which she w as moved to e xclaim, ÒThank God f or the

wonderful change! I have lectur ed several nig hts this w eek, and the

weather is qui te w arm; but I do lik e South Carolina. N o state in the

Union as far as c olor ed people ar e concerned, do I lik e bet ter Ñthe

land o f warm w elcomes and friendl y hearts. God bless her and g ive

her gr eat peace!Ó

At a later period she visi ted Char leston and Columbia, and w as

well r eceived in both plac es. She spoke a number o f times in the

dif ferent Freedmen schools and the c olor ed chur ches in Char leston,

once in the Leg islativ e Hall, and also in one o f the c olor ed chur ches

in Columbia. She r eceived special enc our agement and kindness

fr om Hon. H. Cadoza, Secretar y of State, and his famil y, and

regarded him as a wise and uprig ht leader of his r ace in tha t sta te.

The follo wing ar e some stirring lines which she wr ote upon the

Fif teenth Amendmen t:

FIFTEENTH AMENDMENT.

Beneath the bur den of our jo y

Tremble, O wir es, from East to W est!

Fashion wi th w ords your tongues o f f ir e,

To tell the na tion Õs high behest.

Outstrip the winds, and le ave behind

The murmur o f the r estless waves;

Nor tarr y wi th y our g lorious ne ws,

Amid the oc eanÕs coral caves.

Ring out! ring out! y our sw eetest chimes,

Ye bells, that call to pr aise;
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Let every heart wi th g ladness thrill,

And songs of joyful triumph r aise.

Shake off the dust, O rising r ace!

Crowned as a brother and a man;

Justice to-da y asserts her claim,

And fr om th y brow fades out the ban.

With fr eedomÕs chrism upon th y head,

Her pr ecious ensign in th y hand,

Go place thy once despised name

Amid the noblest o f the land.

O ransomed race! give God the pr aise,

Who led the e thr ough a crimson se a,

And Ômid the storm o f f ir e and blood,

Turne d out the w ar-cloudÕs light to the e.

Mrs. H arper , in wri ting fr om Kingstr ee, S.C., July 11th, 1867, in

midsummer (laboring almost wi thout an y pecuniar y reward), gave

an account o f a fearful c atastr ophe which had just oc curr ed ther e

in the burning o f the jail wi th a number o f color ed prisoners in i t.

ÒIt w as a very sad affair . There was only one whi te prisoner and

he got out. I belie ve ther e was some effor t made to r elease some

of the prisoners; but the smok e was such that the ef for t pr oved

inef fectual. W ell, for the cr edi t o f our c ommon human na tur e we

may hope tha t i t w as so. * * * Last nig ht I had some o f the ÔrebsÕ

to he ar me (par t o f the time some o f the whi te f olks come out ). Our

meetings ar e just as quiet and as or der ly on the whole in Car olina as

one mig ht desir e. * * I lik e General Sickles as a Mili tar y Governor .

ÔMassa Daniel, he King o f the Car olinas.Õ I like his Mastership. Under

him w e ride in the Ci ty Cars, and get f irst-class passag e on the

railr oad.Ó At this plac e a color ed man w as in prison under sen tenc e

of death f or Òparticipa ting in a riot;Ó and the ne xt day (after the da te

of her le t ter ) was fixed for his e xecution. W ith some others, Mrs.

Harper c alled at Gener al SicklesÕ Head Quar ters, hoping to elici t his

sympathies wher eby the poor f ellowÕs life might be saved; but he

was not in. H ence they were not able to do an ything.
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ÒNext w eek,Ó continue d Mrs. H arper , ÒI am to speak in a plac e

wher e one of our te achers w as struck and a c olor ed man shot, who,

I belie ve, gave offence by some words spoken at a public me eting. I

do not f eel any par ticular f ear.Ó

Her Philadelphia c orr esponden t had jesting ly suggested to her in

one of his le t ters, tha t she should be c areful not to allo w herself to

be Òbought by the r ebels.Ó To which she r eplied:

ÒNow, in r eference to being boug ht by rebels and becoming

a Johnsoni te I hold tha t between the whi te people and the

color ed ther e is a communi ty of in ter ests, and the sooner

they f ind i t out, the be t ter i t will be f or both par ties; but

that communi ty of in ter ests does not c onsist in incr easing

the privileg es of one class and cur tailing the rig hts of the

other , but in g et ting e very ci tiz en in ter ested in the w elfar e,

progress and dur abili ty of the sta te. I do not in le cturing

conf ine m yself to the poli tic al side of the question. W hile I

am in fa vor o f Univ ersal suf fr age, yet I kno w tha t the c olor ed

man needs something mor e than a vote in his hand: he ne eds

to kno w the v alue of a home lif e; to rig htl y appr eciate and

value the marriag e relation; to kno w ho w and to be inci ted

to le ave behind him the old shar ds and shells o f slavery and

to rise in the sc ale of char acter , wealth and inf luenc e. Like

the N autilus outgr owing his home to build f or himself mor e

Ôstatel y templesÕ of social c ondi tion. A man landless, ignor ant

and poor ma y use the v ote against his in ter ests; but wi th

intellig ence and land he holds in his hand the basis o f power

and elemen ts of str ength.Ó

While c ontempla ting the gr eat demand f or labor ers, in a le t ter fr om

Athens, Februar y 1st, 1870, after r eferring to some who had be en

Òdiscour aged fr om the f ield,Ó she wisely added tha t i t w as Òno time

to be disc our aged.Ó

* * * ÒIf those who c an benef it our pe ople will hang

around plac es wher e they are not ne eded, the y may expect
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to be disc our aged. * * * Here is ignor ance to be

instruc ted; a race who ne eds to be helpe d up to hig her

planes of thoug ht and ac tion; and whe ther w e are hinder ed

or helpe d, we should tr y to be true to the c ommission God

has wri t ten upon our souls. As far as the c olor ed people ar e

concerned, the y are beginning to g et homes f or themsel ves

and deposi ting mone y in Bank. The y have hundr eds of

homes in K entucky . There is pr ogress in Tennessee, and

even in this S tate while a number ha ve been leaving, some

who sta y seem to be g et ting along pr osperously. In Augusta

color ed persons ar e in the Revenue Of f ice and Post Of f ice.

I have just been having some g ood me etings ther e. Some of

my meetings pay me poor ly; but I ha ve a chance to instruc t

and visi t among the pe ople and talk to their S unday-schools

and day-schools also. Of c ourse I do not pr etend tha t all ar e

saving mone y or g et ting homes. I r ather think fr om wha t

I hear tha t the in ter est of the gr own-up pe ople in g et ting

education has some what subside d, owing, per haps, in a

measure, to the no velt y having w orn o ff and the absorption

or r ather dir ection o f the mind to other ma t ters. Still I don Õt

think tha t I ha ve visited scarcely a place since last August

wher e ther e was no desir e for a te acher; and Mr . Fidler , who

is a Captain or Colonel, thoug ht some time sinc e that ther e

were mor e color ed than whi te who w ere learning or had

learned to r ead. There has been qui te an amoun t o f violenc e

and tr ouble in the S tate; but w e have the mili tar y her e, and if

they can keep Georgia out o f the Union about a y ear or t wo

longer, and the c olor ed people continue to liv e as they have

been doing, fr om wha t I he ar, perhaps these r ebels will le arn

a lit tle mor e sense. I have been in Atlan ta for some time, but

did not sta y until the Leg islatur e was organized; but I w as

ther e when c olor ed members r eturne d and took their se ats.

It w as rather a storm y time in the H ouse; but no blood w as

shed. Since then ther e has been some Ôsticking;Õ but I donÕt

think an y of the c olor ed ones were in i t.Ó
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In the neig hbor hood o f Eufaula, Ala., in December , 1870, Mrs. H arper

did a good w ork, as may be seen fr om the f ollo wing e xtr act tak en

fr om a let ter , dated December 9th:

ÒLast evening I visi ted one o f the plan tations, and had an

inter esting time. Oh, ho w w arm w as the welcome! I w ent out

near dar k, and between tha t time and a t tending m y lectur e,

I was out to supper in t wo homes. The pe ople ar e living in

the old c abins of slavery; some of them ha ve no windo ws,

at all, tha t I see; in fac t, I don Õt remember o f having seen

a pane of windo w-g lass in the se t tlemen t. But, humble as

their homes w ere, I was kindl y tr eated, and well r eceived;

and wha t a chanc e one has for obser vation among these

people, if one tak es with her a manner tha t unlocks other

hearts. I had qui te a li t tle gathering, af ter less, per haps,

than a dayÕs notic e; the minister did not kno w tha t I w as

coming, till he me t me in the af ternoon. Ther e was no fir e

in the chur ch, and so the y li t f ir es outside, and w e gather ed,

or at le ast a number o f us, around the f ir e. To-nig ht I am

going o ver to Ge orgia to le ctur e. In consequence of the lo w

pric e of cot ton, the pe ople may not be able to pa y much,

and I am g iving all m y lectur es free. You speak of things

looking dar k in the South; ther e is no tr ouble her e that I

know ofÑc ot ton is lo w, but the pe ople do not se em to be

particular ly depr essed about i t; this emigr ation question has

been on the c arpet, and I do not w onder if some o f them,

wi th their limi ted kno wledge, lose hope in se eing full justic e

done to them, among their lif e-long oppr essors; Congress

has been agitating the S t. Doming o question; a leg itima te

theme f or discussion, and one tha t comes nearer home,

is how the y can give mor e securi ty and str ength to the

governmen t which w e have established in the SouthÑ for

ther e has been a miser able weakness in the se curi ty to

human lif e. The man wi th whom I stoppe d, had a son who

marrie d a whi te w oman, or g ir l, and w as shot down, and
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ther e was, as I understand, no in vestigation b y the jur y; and

a number o f cases have occurr ed of mur ders, for which the

punishmen t has been very lax, or not a t all, and, i t may be,

never will be; ho wever, I rather think things ar e somewhat

quieter . A few days ago a shameful outr age occurr ed at this

placeÑsome men had be en out f ox hun ting, and c ame to the

door o f a color ed woman and demande d entr ance, making

out the y wanted f ir e; she replied tha t she had none, and

refused to open the door; the miser able cowards broke open

the door , and shamefull y beat her . I am going to se e her

this af ternoon. I t is r emarkable, however, in spi te o f

cir cumstanc es, how some o f these pe ople ar e get ting along.

Here is a woman who, wi th her husband, a t the surr ender ,

had a single dollar; and no w the y have a home of their o wn,

and several acres at tachedÑ five altogether; but, as tha t w as

rather small, her husband has c ontr acted for t wo hundr ed

and for ty acres more, and has now gone out and

commenc ed oper ations.Ó

From Columbiana, F ebruar y 20th, she wr ote c oncerning her w ork,

and pr esented the Òlights and shadesÓ of affairs as the y came under

her notic e.

ÒI am almost constan tl y either tr aveling or spe aking. I do not

think tha t I ha ve missed mor e than one Sunday tha t I ha ve

not addr essed some Sunday-school, and I ha ve not misse d

many day-schools ei ther . And as I am giving all m y lectur es

fr ee the pr oceeds of the c ollections ar e not o ften v ery large;

still as ignor ant as par t o f the pe ople ar e perhaps a number

of them w ould not he ar at all, and ma y be pr ejudic e others

if I char ged even ten c ents, and so per haps in the long run,

even if m y work is wearing, I ma y be of some r eal benef it

to m y race. * * I don Õt know but tha t you would la ugh if

you were to he ar some of the r emarks which m y lectur es

call for th: ÔShe is a man,Õ again ÔShe is not color ed, she is

painted.Õ Both white and c olor ed come out to he ar me, and
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I have very f ine meetings; and then par t o f the time I am

talking in be tween times, and ho w tir ed I am some o f the

time. Still I am standing wi th m y race on the thr eshold o f

a new er a, and thoug h some be far past me in the le arning

of the schools, y et to-da y, wi th m y limi ted and fr agmentar y

knowledge, I may help the r ace forward a li t tle. Some of our

people r emind me o f sheep wi thout a shepher d.Ó

* * * * *

PRIVATE LECTURES TO
FREEDWOMEN.

Desiring to spe ak to w omen who ha ve been the obje cts of so much

wr ong and abuse under Sla very, and even since Emancipation, in

a state o f ignor ance, not accessible always to those who w ould or

could ur ge the pr oper kind o f education r especting their mor als and

general impr ovement, Mrs. H arper has made i t her business not to

overlook this all impor tant dut y to her poor sisters.

The follo wing e xtr act tak en fr om a let ter da ted ÒGreenville,

Georgia, March 29th,Ó will show wha t she w as doing in this dir ection:

ÒBut r eally my hands ar e almost c onstan tl y full o f work;

sometimes I spe ak twic e a day. Part o f my lectur es are given

priv atel y to w omen, and f or them I ne ver make any char ge,

or tak e up any collection. B ut this par t o f the c ountr y

reminds me o f heathen gr ound, and thoug h my work may

not be r ecogniz ed as part o f i t used to be in the N or th,

yet ne ver per haps were my services more needed; and

according to their in tellig ence and means perhaps never

bet ter appr eciated than her e among these lo wly people. I

am now going to ha ve a priv ate meeting wi th the w omen o f

this plac e if the y will c ome out. I am g oing to talk wi th them
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about their da ughters, and about things c onnected wi th the

welfar e of the r ace. Now is the time f or our w omen to beg in

to tr y to lif t up their he ads and plant the r oots o f pr ogress

under the he arthstone. L ast nig ht I spok e in a school-house,

wher e ther e was not, to m y knowledge, a single windo w

glass; to-da y I wri te to y ou in a lo wly cabin, wher e the

windo ws in the r oom ar e forme d by t wo aper tur es in the

wall. Ther e is a wide-spr ead and almost univ ersal

appearance of poverty in this S tate wher e I have been, but

thus far I ha ve seen no, or sc arcely any, pauperism. I am not

sure that I ha ve seen any. The clima te is so f ine, so li t tle

cold tha t poor pe ople can live off of less than the y can in the

Nor th. L ast nig ht m y table w as adorned wi th r oses, althoug h

I did not g et one c ent f or m y lectur e.Ó* * *

ÒThe poli tic al heavens are get ting some what overcast.

Some of this old r ebel elemen t, I think, ar e in favor o f taking

away the c olor ed manÕs vote, and if he loses i t no w i t may

be generations bef ore he gets i t again. Well, after all per haps

the c olor ed man generally is not r eally developed enoug h

to value his vote and e quali ty wi th other r aces, so he gets

enough to e at and drink, and be c omf or table, per haps the

loss of his vote w ould not be a serious grie vance to man y;

but his childr en dif ferentl y educated and tr ained by

cir cumstanc es might f eel poli tic al inf eriori ty rather a bi t ter

cup.Ó

ÒAfter all whe ther the y encour age or disc our age me, I

belong to this r ace, and when i t is do wn I belong to a do wn

race; when i t is up I belong to a risen r ace.Ó

She wri tes thus fr om M ontgomer y, December 29th, 1870:

ÒDid you ever r ead a lit tle poem c ommencing, I think, wi th

these w ords:

A mother crie d, Oh, give me joy,

For I ha ve born a dar ling bo y!

A darling bo y! why the w or ld is full
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Of the men who pla y at push and pull.

Well, as full as the r oom w as of beds and tenan ts, on the

morning o f the t wenty-second, ther e arose a wail upon the

air, and this mundane spher e had another inhabi tant, and

my room another oc cupant. I lef t af ter tha t, and when I

came back the house w as fuller than i t w as before, and

my hostess gave me to understand tha t she w ould r ather I

should be some wher e else, and I lef t again. H ow did I far e?

Well, I had be en stopping wi th one o f our te achers and w ent

back; but the r oom in which I stoppe d was one of those

southern shells thr ough which both lig ht and c old en ter a t

the same time; i t had one windo w and per haps mor e than

half or one half the panes g one. I don Õt know tha t I w as ever

mor e conquer ed by the c old than I had be en at tha t house,

and I have lived par ts of win ter af ter win ter amid the sno ws

of New England; but if i t w as cold out o f doors, ther e was

warmth and lig ht wi thin doors; but her e, if you opene d the

door f or lig ht, the c old w ould also en ter , and so par t o f the

time I sa t by the f ir e, and that and the cr evices in the house

supplie d me wi th lig ht in one r oom, and w e had the def icien t

windo w-sash, or per haps it ne ver had had an y lig hts in i t.

You could put y our f inger thr ough some of the aper tur es in

the house; a t le ast I could mine, and the w ater fr oze down to

the bot tom o f the tumbler . From another such domicile ma y

kind fa te save me. And then the man ask ed me f our dollars

and a half a week board.

One of the nig hts ther e was no fir e in the sto ve, and

the ne xt time w e had f ir es, one stove might have been a

second-hand chamber sto ve. Now per haps you think these

people very poor , but the man wi th whom I stoppe d has

no famil y tha t I saw, but himself and wif e, and he would

make two dollars and a half a da y, and she worked out and

kept a boar der. And yet, except the be ds and bed clothing,

I wouldn Õt have given f if teen dollars f or all their house
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furni tur e. I should think tha t this has be en one o f the lo west

down States in the South, as far as civiliza tion has be en

concerned. In the futur e, until these pe ople ar e educated,

look out f or Democr atic vic tories, f or her e are two materials

wi th which Democr acy can work, ignor ance and poverty.

Men talk about missionar y work among the he athen, but if

any lover of Christ w ants a f ield f or civilizing w ork, here is a

field. Part o f the time I am pr eaching against men ill-tr eating

their wiv es. I have heard thoug h, tha t o ften during the w ar

men hir ed out their wiv es and drew their pa y.Ó

* * * * *

ÒAnd then ther e is another tr ouble, some o f our N or thern

men have been down this w ay and by some means they

have not made the best impr ession on every mind her e.

One woman her e has been expr essing her mind v ery fr eely

to me about some o f our N or therners, and w e are not all

consider ed her e as saints and angels, and of course in their

minds I g et associated wi th some or all the humbugs tha t

have been before me. But I am not disc our aged, my race

needs me, if I will onl y be fai thful, and in spi te o f suspicion

and distrust, I will w ork on; the de eper our degr adation,

the louder our c all for r edemption. I f the y have li t tle or no

fai th in g oodness and earnestness, tha t is onl y one r eason

why we should be mor e faithful and e arnest, and so I shall

probably stay her e in the South all win ter . I am not making

much mone y, and per haps will har dly clear expenses this

win ter; but af ter all wha t mat ters i t when I am in m y grave

whether I ha ve been rich or poor , loved or ha ted, despised

or r espected, if Christ will onl y own me to H is Father , and I

be permi t ted a place in one o f the mansions o f r est.Ó

Col. J.W. Forne y, edi tor o f ÒThe Press,Ó published July 12, 1871, with

the brief e di torial he ading by his own hand, the documen t

appended:

The follo wing le t ter , wri t ten b y Mrs. F.E.W. Harper , the w ell-
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known c olor ed or ator , to a friend, Mr . Wm. Still, o f

Philadelphia, will be r ead wi th surprise and ple asure by all

classes; especiall y supplemen ted as it is b y an article fr om

the M obile (Alabama) Register, referring to one o f her

addresses in that ci ty. The Register is the or gan of the f ir e-

eaters o f the South, c onduc ted by John Forsy th, her eto fore

one of the most in toler ant o f tha t school. Mrs. H arper

descri bes the manner in which the old plan tation o f

Jefferson D avis in Mississippi w as cultiv ated by his br otherÕs

former sla ve, having been a guest in the D avis mansion, no w

occupie d by Mr . Montgomer y, the aforesaid slave. She also

draws a graphic pic tur e of her o wn mar vellous advancement

fr om ut ter obscuri ty to the pla tf orm o f a public le ctur er,

honor ed by her o wn r ace and applauded by their oppr essors.

While w e regret, as she says, that her e xperienc e and tha t

of Mr . Montgomer y is exceptional, i t is easy to anticipa te

the har vest of such a sowing. The same cultur eÑthe same

cour age on the par t o f the men and w omen who under take

to advocate Republic an doctrines in the SouthÑthe same

perseverance and in tellig ence on the par t o f those who ar e

earning their br ead by the cultiv ation o f the soil, will be

crowned wi th the same suc cess. Violenc e, bloodshed, and

mur der c annot rule long in c ommuni ties wher e these

resistless elemen ts are allowed to w ork. No scene in the

unpar alleled tr agedy of the r ebellion, or in the dr ama which

succeeded tha t tr agedy, can be compar ed to the pic tur e

outline d by Mrs. H arper herself, and f ille d in b y the r eady

pen of the r ebel edi tor o f the M obile Register:

MOBILE, July 5, 1871.

MY DEAR FRIEND:ÑIt is said tha t truth is str anger

than f iction; and if ten y ears since some one had

enter ed my humble log house and se en me kne ading

bread and making but ter , and said tha t in less than

ten y ears you will be in the le ctur e field, you will
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be a welcome guest under the r oof of the Pr esident

of the Conf ederacy, thoug h not b y special in vitation

fr om him, tha t you will se e his br otherÕs former sla ve

a man of business and inf luenc e, that hundr eds of

color ed men will c ongr egate on the old bar onial

possessions, that a school will spring up ther e like

a well in the deser t dust, tha t this f ormer sla ve will

be a magistr ate upon tha t plan tation, tha t labor will

be organized upon a ne w basis, and tha t under the

sole auspices and moulding hands o f this man and

his sons will be de veloped a business whose

tr ansactions will be number ed in hundr eds of

thousands o f dollars, w ould y ou not ha ve smiled

incr edulousl y? And I have lived to see the day when

the plan tation has passed in to ne w hands, and these

hands onc e wore the f et ters o f slavery. Mr.

Montgomer y, the pr esent pr oprie tor b y contr act o f

between f ive and six thousand acr es of land, has one

of the most in ter esting families tha t I ha ve ever seen

in the South. The y are building up a futur e which

if exceptional no w I hope will be come mor e general

hereafter . Every hand o f his famil y is adding i ts quota

to the suc cess of this e xperimen t o f a color ed man

both tr ading and farming on an e xtensiv e scale. Last

year his wif e took on her hands about 130 acr es of

land, and wi th her f orce she raised about 107 bales

of cot ton. She has a number o f orphan childr en

emplo yed, and not onl y does she super vise their

labor , but she w orks herself. One da ughter , an

intellig ent young lad y, is postmistr ess and I believe

assistant book -k eeper. One son at tends to the

planting in ter est, and another da ughter a t tends to

one of the stor es. The business of this f irm o f

Montgomer y & Sons has amounted, I understand, to

between thr ee and four hundr ed thousand dollars in
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a year. I stayed on the plac e several days and was

hospi tabl y enter taine d and kindl y tr eated. When I

come, if nothing pr events, I will tell y ou mor e about

them. N ow for the ne xt str ange truth. Enclose d I

send you a notic e fr om one o f the le ading and

representativ e papers of r ebeldom. The e di tor has

been, or is c onsider ed, one of the r epresentativ e

men of the South. I ha ve given a lectur e since this

notic e, which br ought out some o f the most note d

rebels, among whom w as Admiral Semmes. In my

speech I r eferr ed to the Alabama sw eeping away our

commer ce, and his son sat ne ar him and se emed to

receive it wi th much g ood humor . I donÕt know wha t

the papers will sa y to-da y; perhaps the y will think

that I d welt upon the past too much. Oh, if y ou had

seen the r ebs I had out last nig ht, per haps you would

have felt a li t tle ner vous for me. H owever, I liv ed

thr ough i t, and gave them mor e gospel truth than

perhaps some of them ha ve heard for some time.

A LECTURE.

We received a poli te in vitation fr om the truste es of the

State-str eet Afric an Methodist E piscopal Zion Chur ch to

at tend a le ctur e in tha t edif ice on Thursda y evening. Being

told tha t the disc ourse w ould be deliv ered by a female

color ed lectur er fr om Mar yland, curiosi ty, as well as an

inter est to se e how the c olor ed ci tiz ens were managing their

own insti tutions, le d us at onc e to accept the in vitation. W e

found a very spacious chur ch, gas-lig ht, and the balustr ades

of the galleries c opiousl y hung wi th wr eaths and f estoons o f

f lowers, and a lar ge audienc e of both se xes, which, both in

appearance and behaviour , was respectable and de corously
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observant o f the pr oprie ties o f the plac e. The services were

opened, as usual, wi th pr ayer and a hymn, the la t ter inspir ed

by powerful lungs, and in which the music al ear at onc e

caught the negr o talen t f or melod y. The lectur er w as then

intr oduc ed as Mrs. F.E.W. Harper , from Mar yland. Without

a momen tÕs hesitation she star ted off in the f low of her

discourse, which r olled smoothl y and unin terrupte dly on f or

nearly t wo hours. I t w as very apparent tha t i t w as not a cut

and drie d speech, for she w as as fluent and as f elici tous in

her allusions to cir cumstanc es immediatel y around her as

she was when she r ose to a mor e exalted pi tch o f laudation

of the ÒUnion,Ó or of execration o f the old sla very system. H er

voice was remarkableÑas sweet as any womanÕs voice we

ever heard, and so clear and distinc t as to pass every syllable

to the most distan t ear in the house.

Without an y effor t at at ten tiv e listening w e follo wed the

speaker to the end, not disc erning a sing le grammatic al

inaccur acy of speech, or the slig htest viola tion o f good taste

in manner or ma t ter . At times the curr ent o f thoug hts

f lowed in eloquen t and poe tic e xpr ession, and often her

quain t humor w ould e xpose the iv or y in half a thousand

mouths. W e confess that w e began to w onder , and we asked

a fine-looking man bef ore us, ÒWhat is her c olor? I s she dark

or lig ht?Ó He answered, ÒShe is mulat to; wha t the y call a red

mulat to.Ó The ÔredÕ was new to us. Our neig hbor ask ed, ÒHow

do you lik e her?Ó We replied, ÒShe is giving y our pe ople the

best kind and the v ery wisest o f advice.Ó He rejoined, ÒI wish I

had her e ducation.Ó To which w e added, ÒThatÕs just wha t she

tells y ou is your gr eat dut y and your ne ed, and if y ou are too

old to g et i t yoursel ves, you must g ive it to y our childr en.Ó

The speaker lef t the impr ession on our mind tha t she

was not onl y in tellig ent and e ducated, butÑthe gr eat end

of educationÑshe w as enlightened. She compr ehends

perf ectl y the si tuation o f her pe ople, to whose in ter ests she

seems ardentl y devoted. The main theme o f her disc ourse,
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the one string to the harmon y of which all the others w ere

at tune d, was the gr and oppor tuni ty tha t emancipa tion had

afforded to the black r ace to lif t i tself to the le vel of the

duties and r esponsibili ties en joined by i t. ÒYou have muscle

power and br ain power,Ó she said; Òyou must utiliz e them,

or be c onten t to r emain f orever the inf erior r ace. Get land,

every one tha t c an, and as fast as you ean. A landless people

must be dependen t upon the lande d people. A few acr es to

till f or f ood and a r oof, however bumble, o ver your he ad,

are the c astle of your independenc e, and when y ou have it

you are for tif ied to ac t and v ote independen tl y whene ver

your in ter ests are at stak e.Ó That par t o f her le ctur e (and

ther e was much of i t) that d welt on the mor al duties and

domestic r elations o f the c olor ed people w as pitche d on the

highest key of sound mor ality. She urged the cultiv ation o f

the Òhome life,Ó the sancti ty of the marriag e state (a happy

contr ast to her str ong-minde d, fr ee-lo ve, whi te sisters o f

the N or th ), and the duties o f mothers to their da ughters.

ÒWhy,Ó said she in a voice of much surprise, ÒI have actuall y

heard sinc e I have been South tha t some times c olor ed

husbands posi tiv ely beat their wiv es! I do not me an to

insinua te f or a momen t tha t such things c an possibly happen

in M obile. The v ery appearance of this c ongr egation f orbids

it; but I did he ar of one terri ble husband def ending himself

for the unmanl y pr actic e wi th ÔWell, I have got to whip her

or le ave her.'Ó

Ther e were parts of the le ctur erÕs discourse tha t gr ated a

li t tle on a whi te Southern e ar, but i t w as lost and f orgiven

in the g enuine e arnestness and pr ofound g ood sense wi th

which the w oman spok e to her kind in w ords of sound

advice.

On the whole, w e are very glad we accepted the Z ionÕs

invitation. I t gave us much f ood f or ne w thoug ht. I t

reminde d us, per haps, of neg lected duties to these pe ople,

and i t impr essed str ongly on our minds tha t these pe ople
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are get ting along, g et ting on ward, and pr ogress was a star

becoming familiar to their gaz e and their desir es. Whatever

the negr oes have done in the pa th o f advancement, the y

have done lar gely wi thout whi te aid. But poli tics and whi te

pride ha ve kept the whi te people aloo f fr om offering tha t

earnest and mor al assistance which w ould be so useful to

a people just star ting fr om infanc y in to a lif e of self -

dependenc e.

In wri ting fr om Columbiana and Demopolis, Alabama, about the f irst

of Mar ch, 1871, Mrs. Harper pain ted the sta te o f affairs in her usuall y

graphic manner , and dilig entl y was she endeavoring to inspir e the

people wi th hope and enc our agement.

ÒOh, what a f ield ther e is here in this r egion! Le t me g ive

you a shor t account o f this w eekÕs work. Sunday I addr essed

a Sunday-school in T aladega; on Monday afternoon a da y-

school. On M onday I r ode several miles to a me eting;

addressed i t, and c ame back the same nig ht. Got back about

or af ter t welve oÕclock. The ne xt day I had a meeting o f

women and addr essed them, and then le ctur ed in the

evening in the Cour t-H ouse to both c olor ed and whi te. Last

night I spok e again, about ten miles fr om wher e I am now

stopping, and r eturne d the same nig ht, and to-morr ow

evening pr obably I shall spe ak again. I gr ow qui te tir ed par t

of the time. * * * And now let me g ive you an anecdote or

two of some of our ne w ci tiz ens. While in T aladega I was

enter taine d and w ell enter taine d, at the house o f one o f our

new ci tiz ens. He is living in the house o f his f ormer master .

He is a brick -mak er by tr ade, and I r ather think mason also.

He was wor th to his o wner , it w as reckoned, f if teen hundr ed

or about tha t a year. He worked wi th him se ven years; and

in tha t seven years he r emembers r eceiving fr om him f if ty

cents. Now mar k the c ontr ast! That man is no w fr ee, owns

the home o f his f ormer master , has I think mor e than sixt y

acres of land, and his master is in the poor -house. I he ard
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of another such c ase not long sinc e: A woman w as cruell y

tr eated onc e, or mor e than onc e. She escaped and r an naked

into to wn. The villain in whose clutch she f ound herself

was tr ying to dr ag her do wnward to his o wn lo w level of

impuri ty, and at last she f ell. She was poor ly fed, so that she

was tempte d to sell her person. E ven scraps thr own to the

dog she was hunger-bi t ten enoug h to aim f or. Poor thing,

was ther e anything in the futur e for her? H ad not hung er

and cruelt y and pr osti tution done their w ork, and lef t her an

entir e wr eck for lif e? It seems not. Freedom c ame, and wi th

it dawned a new er a upon tha t poor , overshadowed, and sin-

darkened lif e. Freedom br ought oppor tuni ty for w ork and

wages combine d. She went to w ork, and got ten dollars a

mon th. She has contriv ed to g et some education, and has

since been teaching school. W hile her f ormer mistr ess has

been to her f or help.

ÒDo not the mills o f God grind e xceeding ly f ine? And she

has helped tha t mistr ess, and so has the color ed man g iven

money, from wha t I he ard, to his f ormer master . After all,

friend, do w e not belong to one o f the best br anches of the

human r ace? And yet, ho w have our pe ople been mur dered

in the South, and their bones sc at ter ed at the gr aveÕs mouth!

Oh, when will w e have a governmen t str ong enoug h to mak e

human lif e safe? Only yesterday I heard of a mur der

commi t ted on a man f or an old grudg e of several yearsÕ

standing. I had visi ted the plac e, but had just g ot away. Last

summer a Mr . Luke was hung, and several other men also, I

heard.Ó

While surr ounde d wi th this sta te o f affairs, an appe al reached her

thr ough the c olumns o f the N ational S tandar d, set ting f or th a sta te

of very great suf fering and w ant, especiall y on the par t o f the old,

blind and de crepi t Freedmen o f the Distric t o f Columbia. Af ter

expr essing deep pi ty for these unf or tuna tes, she added: ÒPlease

send ten dollars to J osephine Grif f ing f or me f or the suf fering poor
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of the Distric t o f Columbia. Just send i t by mail, and char ge to m y

account.Ó

Many mor e let ters wri t ten b y Mrs. H arper ar e before us,

containing hig hly in ter esting inf orma tion fr om Louisiana,

Mississippi, Florida, N or th Car olina, Vir ginia, Kentucky , Tennessee,

Missouri, Mar yland, and even poor li t tle Dela ware. Through all these

States she has tr aveled and labor ed extensiv ely, as has been alr eady

stated; but our spac e in this v olume will admi t o f onl y one mor e

let ter:

ÒI have been tr aveling the best par t o f the da y. * * * Can

you spare a lit tle time fr om your book to just tak e a peep

at some o f our Alabama pe ople? If you would see some

instanc es of appar ent po verty and ignor ance that I ha ve

seen per haps you would not w onder v ery much a t the

conservativ e voting in the S tate. A few days since I was about

to pay a woman a dollar and a quar ter f or some w ashing in

ten c ent (curr ency) notes, when she inf orme d me tha t she

could not c ount i t; she must trust to m y honest yÑshe c ould

count f or ty cents. Since I lef t Eufaula I have seen something

of plan tation lif e. The f irst plan tation I visi ted was about

f ive or six miles fr om Eufaula, and I should think tha t the

impr ovement in some o f the c abins was not very much in

advance of wha t i t w as in Slavery. The cabins are made wi th

doors, but not, to m y recollection, a sing le windo w pane

or speck of plastering; and y et even in some o f those lo wly

homes I me t wi th hospi tali ty. A room to m yself is a luxur y

that I do not al ways enjoy. Still I liv e thr ough i t, and f ind

lif e rather in ter esting. The pe ople have much to le arn. The

condi tion o f the w omen is not v ery enviable in some c ases.

They have had some of them a terri bly hard time in Sla very,

and their subje ction has not c eased in fr eedom. * * * One

man said o f some w omen, tha t a man must le ave them or

whip them. * * * Let me in tr oduce you to another sc ene:

here is a gathering; a lar ge fir e is burning out o f doors, and
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here are one or t wo boys wi th ha ts on. H ere is a li t tle g ir l

wi th her bonne t on, and ther e a lit tle bo y moves off and

commenc es to climb a tr ee. Do you kno w wha t the ga thering

means? It is a school, and the te acher, I believe, is paid fr om

the school fund. H e says he is fr om New Hampshir e. That

may be. But to look a t him and to he ar him te ach, you would

perhaps think him not v ery latel y fr om the N or th; at le ast

I do not think he is a model te acher. They have a chur ch;

but someho w the y have burn t a hole, I understand, in the

top, and so I le ctur ed inside, and the y gather ed around the

fir e outside. H ere is another Ñwhat shall I c all i t?Ñme eting-

place. It is a brush arbor . And what pr ay is tha t? Shall I

call i t an edif ice or an impr ovised meeting-house ? Well, i t

is called a brush arbor . It is a kind o f brush house wi th

seats, and a kind o f covering made par tl y, I rather think, o f

branches of tr ees, and an humble plac e for pulpi t. I le ctur ed

in a plac e wher e they seemed to ha ve no other chur ch;

but I spok e at a house. I n Glenville, a li t tle out-o f-the-w ay

place, I spent par t o f a week. Ther e they have two unf inishe d

chur ches. One has not a sing le pane of glass, and the same

apertur e that admi ts the lig ht also g ives ingr ess to the air;

and the other one, I r ather think, is less f inishe d than tha t.

I spoke in one, and then the whi te people gave me a hall,

and qui te a number a t tende dÉ. I am no w at Union S prings,

wher e I shall pr obably room wi th thr ee women. But amid

all this r oughing i t in the bush, I f ind a f ield o f work wher e

kindness and hospi tali ty have thr own their sunshine ar ound

my way. And Oh wha t a f ield o f work is her e! How much

one needs the Spiri t o f our de ar Master to mak e oneÕs life a

living, lo ving f orce to help men to hig her planes o f thoug ht

and action. I am g iving all m y lectur es with fr ee admission;

but still I g et along, and the w ay has been opening f or me

almost e ver sinc e I have been South. Oh, if some mor e of

our y oung w omen w ould onl y consecrate their liv es to the

work of upbuilding the r ace! Oh, if I c ould onl y see our y oung
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men and w omen aiming to build up a futur e for themsel ves

which w ould gr andly contr ast wi th the pastÑ wi th i ts pain,

ignor ance and low social c ondi tion.Ó

It may be well to add tha t Mrs. H arperÕs let ters fr om which w e

have copied were simpl y priv ate, never in tende d for public ation; and

while the y bear obvious mar ks of truthfulness, discrimina tion and

impar tiali ty, it becomes us to say tha t a mor e stric tl y conscien tious

woman w e have never kno wn.

Returning to P hiladelphia af ter man y mon ths o f har d labor in the

South, Mrs. H arper , inste ad of seeking ne eded rest and r ecreation,

scarcely allows a day to pass wi thout se eking to aid in the

reforma tion o f the outc ast and degr aded. The earnest ad vice which

she gives on the subje ct o f temper ance and mor al reforms g enerally

causes some to r ef lect, even among adults, and induc es a number

of poor childr en to a t tend da y and Sabbath-schools. The c ondi tion

of this class, she f eels, appeals loudl y for a r emedy to r espectable

and in tellig ent color ed ci tiz ens; and whilst not disc our aged, she is

often qui te saddened at the supineness o f the be t ter class. During

the past summer when i t w as too w arm to labor in the South she

spent several mon ths in this f ield wi thout a far thingÕs reward. She

assisted in or ganizing a Sabbath-school, and ac cepted the o ff ice of

Assistant Superin tenden t under the a uspices of the Young M enÕs

Christian Associa tion.

Mrs. H arper r eads the best magazines and ablest w eeklies, as

well as mor e elaborate w orks, not e xcepting such a uthors as De

Tocqueville, Mill, Ruskin, B uckle, Guiz ot, &c. I n espousing the c ause

of the oppr essed as a poet and le ctur er, had she neglected to f or tif y

her mind in the manner she did, she w ould ha ve been weighed

and found w anting long sinc e. Before friends and f oes, the learned

and the unle arned, Nor th and South, Mrs. H arper has ple aded the

cause of her r ace in a manner tha t has commande d the gr eatest

respect; inde ed, i t is har dly too much to sa y, that during seventeen

years of public labor she has made thousands o f speeches wi thout

doing herself or pe ople discr edi t in a sing le instanc e, but has
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accomplishe d a great deal in the w ay of r emoving pr ejudic e. May we

not hope tha t the rising g eneration a t le ast will tak e encour agement

by her example and f ind an ar gument o f r are force in favor o f men tal

and mor al equali ty, and above all be awakened to see how pr ejudic es

and dif f iculties ma y be surmoun ted by continual strugg les,

intellig ence and a vir tuous char acter?

Fif ty thousand c opies at le ast of her f our small books ha ve been

sold to those who ha ve listene d to her eloquen t le ctur es. One of

those pr oduc tions en ti tle d ÒMosesÓ has been used to en ter tain

audienc es with evening r eadings in v arious par ts of the c ountr y.

With wha t ef fect may be seen fr om the t wo brief notic es as follo ws:

ÒMrs. F.E.W. Harper deliv ered a poem upon ÔMosesÕ in

Wil braham to a lar ge and delig hted audienc e. She is a

woman of hig h mor al tone, wi th superior na tiv e powers

highly cultiv ated, and a captiv ating eloquenc e that hold her

audienc e in r apt at ten tion fr om the beg inning to the close.

She will delig ht any in tellig ent audienc e, and those who wish

first-class le ctur ers cannot do be t ter than to se cur e her

services.ÓÑZionÕs Herald, Boston.

ÒMrs. Frances E.W. Harper r ead her poem o f ÔMosesÕ last

evening at Rev. Mr. Harrison Õs chur ch to a g ood audienc e. It

deals wi th the stor y of the H ebrew M oses from his f inding

in the wick er basket on the Nile to his de ath on M ount Nebo

and his burial in an unkno wn gr ave; follo wing closel y the

Scriptur e account. I t contains about 700 lines, beg inning

wi th blank v erse of the c ommon me asure, and chang ing to

other me asures, but always wi thout r hyme; and is a pathe tic

and well-sustaine d piece. Mrs. Harper r eci ted i t wi th g ood

effect, and i t w as well r eceived. She is a lady of much talen t,

and always speaks well, par ticular ly when her subje ct r elates

to the c ondi tion o f her o wn pe ople, in whose w elfar e, before

and sinc e the w ar, she has taken the de epest in ter est. As a

lectur er Mrs. H arper is mor e effectiv e than most o f those
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who c ome bef ore our l yceums; wi th a natur al eloquenc e that

is very moving.ÓÑGalesburgh Register, Ill.

Grace Greenwood, in the I ndependen t in noticing a Course o f

Lectur es in which Mrs. H arper spok e (in Philadelphia ) pays this

tri bute to her:

ÒNext on the c ourse w as Mrs Harper , a color ed woman;

about as color ed as some of the Cuban belles I ha ve met

wi th at Saratoga. She has a noble head, this br onze muse;

a strong face, wi th a shadowed glow upon i t, indic ativ e of

thoug htful f ervor, and of a natur e most f emininel y sensitiv e,

but not in the le ast morbid. H er f orm is delic ate, her hands

daintil y small. She stands quie tl y beside her desk, and spe aks

wi thout notes, wi th g estur es few and f it ting. H er manner is

marked by digni ty and composur e. She is never assuming,

never the atric al. In the f irst par t o f her le ctur e she was most

impr essive in her ple ading f or the r ace wi th whom her lot

is cast. Ther e was something touching in her a t ti tude as

their r epresentativ e. The woe of t wo hundr ed years sighed

thr ough her tones. E very glance of her sad eyes was a

mournful r emonstr ance against in justic e and wr ong. Feeling

on her soul, as she must ha ve felt i t, the chilling w eight o f

caste, she seemed to say:

ÔI lift m y heavy heart up solemnl y,

As once Eleotr a her sepulchr al urn.Õ

É As I listene d to her , ther e swept o ver me, in a chill w ave

of horr or, the r ealization that this noble w oman had she

not be en rescued fr om her motherÕs condi tion, mig ht have

been sold on the a uction-block, to the hig hest bidder Ñher

intelle ct, fanc y, eloquenc e, the f lashing wi t, tha t mig ht mak e

the delig ht o f a Parisian saloon, and her pur e, Christian

character all thr own inÑthe r ecollection tha t w omen lik e

her c ould be dr agged out o f public c onveyances in our o wn
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ci ty, or fr owned out o f fashionable chur ches by Anglo-Saxon

saints.Ó

THE END.
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People's Publishing Co.,

26 So. 7th St., PHIL ADELPHIA, PA., CINCINN ATI, O.,

CHICAGO, ILL., Or, ST. LOUIS, MO.

From the ÒNation,Ó N.Y.

It is, nevertheless, a chapter in our histor y which c onnot be

skipped or obli ter ated, inasmuch as i t mar ks one stage of the

disease of which the crisis w as passed at Get tysbur g. It is one, too,

for which w e ought not to be dependen t on tr adition; and, all things

consider ed, no one w as so well qualif ied as Mr. Still to r eproduce

that phase o f i t wi th which he w as so intima tel y concerned, as

chairman o f the Ac ting Commi t tee of the V igilanc e Commi t tee of

Philadelphia.

Of all the Bor der States, Pennsylvania was the most ac cessible

to fug itiv es from slavery; and as the or ganization just name d was

probably the most perf ect and ef f icien t o f i ts kind, and ser ved as

a distri butor to the br anches in other S tates, i ts r ecord doubtless

covers the lar ger par t o f the f ield o f oper ations o f the Under ground

Railroad; or , in other w ords, of the systema tic but se cret ef for ts to

promote the esc ape of slaves.

* * * * *

From the Christian U nion, N.Y.

ÒThe narr ativ es themsel ves, told wi th the simplici ty and

dir ectness of obvious truth, ar e full o f terr or, of pathos, the shame

of human baseness and the g lor y of human vir tue; and thoug h the

time is not y et suf f icien tl y distan t fr om the da te of their oc curr ence

to g ive to this r ecord the univ ersal acceptanc e it deser ves, ther e are

few, we think, e ven now, who c an read it wi thout amaz ement tha t

such things c ould be in our v ery day, and be regarded wi th such

general apath y. When the question, still so momen tous and e xci ting,

of the r elations o f the t wo races in this c ountr y, shall have passed

fr om the v or tex of poli tic al strif e and social pr ejudic e, and taken i ts

place among the e thic al axioms o f a Christian civiliza tion, then this
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fai thful ac count o f some of the dar kest and some o f the brig htest

inciden ts in our histor yÑthis c yclop¾dia of all the vir tues and all the

vices of humani tyÑwill be ac cepted as a most valuable contri bution

to the annals o f one o f the impor tant er as of the w or ld.Ó

* * * * *

From the ÒLuther an Observer,Ó Philadelphia.

ÒIt is a r emarkable book in man y respects. Lik e the ÔKey to Uncle

TomÕs Cabin,Õ by Mrs. Stowe, it r eveals many of the most thrilling

personal dr amas and tr agedies in the en tir e histor y of slavery. That

Ôtruth is stranger than f iction Õ has hundreds of striking illustr ations

in this v olume, which is a narr ativ e of facts, the r ecords of which

were kept b y Mr . Still, and ar e the onl y records in existenc e of

the famous or ganization kno wn as the Under ground Railr oad. It

was established for the purpose o f aiding sla ves to escape fr om

their masters in the South, but i ts oper ations w ere so mysterious

and secret tha t, althoug h everybody knew and spok e vaguely of

its existenc e during the time o f slavery, yet none but the ini tia ted

knew the se crets of i ts management and oper ations. These ar e now

revealed for the f irst time in this w ork, and are as strange and

wonderful as the most absorbing pic tur es of r omance.Ó

* * * * *

From, the Christian R ecorder, Phila.

Ther e has been no such w ork pr oduced by any color ed man in

the c ountr y. ÒMy Bondage and my Freedom,Ó by Doug lass, was a

remarkable book, and w as justly appr eciated by the li ber ty-lo ving

people o f the N or th and o f England, but i t w as the stor y of a sing le

hero. Compar ativ ely, the same may be said of the liv es of Jermain

Logan and others. B ut all these w ere but the e xploi ts of individuals.

The work of Mr . Still, ho wever, takes a broader scope. It is the stor y

of scores of her oesÑher oes that equalled Doug lass in ner ve, and

Logan in tac t, and excelled either in thrilling ad ventur e.

* * * * *

From ÒZionÕs Herald,Ó Boston.

ÒIt is a big book in manner , mat ter , and spiri t; the bigg est book

Americ a has yet wri t ten. I t is our ÔBook of Mar tyrs,Õ and William Still
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is our Fox the Chr onicler . It is the Ôthousand wi tnessesÕ of Theodor e

Weld, enlar ged and in tensif ied. It is mor e than Uncle T om, WilsonÕs

ÔHistor y of the An ti-sla very War,Õ or the hundred histories o f the w ar

itselfÉ.

ÒThe book is w ell illustr ated wi th por tr aits of the r ailr oad

managers, and wi th sc enes taken fr om lif e, and is far the most

enter taining and instruc tiv e stor y ever issued fr om the Americ an

press. Everybody should bu y, read, and tr ansmi t to his childr en

these annals o f our her oic age.Ó

* * * * *

From the ÒMorning S tar,Ó Dover, New Hampshir e.

ÒThe work is in tensel y in ter esting. Man y of the narr ativ es thrill

the r eader thr ough and thr ough. Some of them a waken an

indigna tion, a horr or, or a sense of humilia tion and shame tha t

makes the blood cur dle or the che ek f lush, or the br eathing dif f icult.

The best and the w orst sides o f human na tur e are successfully

exhi bi ted. Here heroism and pa tienc e stand out tr ansfigur ed; ther e

self ishness and brutali ty hold c arniv al till i t seems as thoug h justic e

had been exiled and God had f orgot ten his o wn. The number o f

cases repor ted is very large, and the me thod in which the a uthor has

done his w ork is commendable. Ther e is no r hetoric al ambi tion. The

narr ativ es are embodie d in plain languag e. The facts are left to mak e

their o wn impr ession, wi thout an a t tempt to embellish them b y the

aid of imag ination. And the w ork is timel y.Ó

* * * * *

From the ÒFriendsÕ Review,Ó Philadelphia.

ÒWe are glad to see this book. W e anticipa te f or i t a lar ge

cir culation, and a permanen t r ank in a pe culiar and painful

depar tmen t o f histor y. The wri ter is one among v ery many who ar e

enti tle d to the he arty suppor t o f philan thr opists f or their ser vices

render ed, often at consider able sacrif ices and imminen t peril, f or

the r escue and aid o f those who w ere wick edly held in bondag eÉ.

The Undergr ound Railr oad should ha ve a place in every

compr ehensive library, priv ate or public.
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What Has Been Said About It

* * * * *

At the closing me eting o f the PENNSYLVANIA ANTI-SLAVERY

SOCIETY, held in Philadelphia, Ma y 5, 1870, the f ollo wing w as

unanimousl y passed:

Whereas, The position o f WILLIAM STILL in the V igilanc e

Commi t tee connected wi th the ÒUNDERGROUND RAILROAD,Ó as

its Corr esponding Secretar y, and Chairman o f i ts Activ e Sub-

Commi t tee, gave him pe culiar facili ties f or c ollecting in ter esting

facts per taining to this br anch of the an ti-sla very service; ther efore,

Resolved, That the P ENNSYLVANIA ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY

requests him to c ompile and publish his personal r eminisc ences and

experienc es relating to the ÒUND ERGROUND RAILROAD.Ó

* * * * *

HON. JOHN W. FORNEY, in a let ter to the W ashington Sunday

Chronicle, said:

ÒSlavery and i ts mysterious inner lif e has never yet been

descri bed. When i t is, Reality will surpass F iction. Uncle T omÕs Cabin

will be r ebuilt and ne wly garni tur ed. A book, detailing the oper ations

of the ÔUNDERGROUND RAILROAD,Õ is soon to be published in

Philadelphia, b y WM. STILL, Esq., an in tellig ent color ed gentleman,

which, c omposed entir ely of facts, will suppl y material f or indef ini te

dramas and romances. It will disclose a r ecord of unpar alleled

cour age and suffering f or the rig ht.Ó* * * * *

And again, in a let ter to the same paper , Mr. Forne y says:

* * * * ÒA coincidenc e even mor e romantic is soon to be

revealed in the pag es of the remarkable bookof Wm. Still, o f

Philadelphia, en ti tle d ÔTHE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD,Õ referr ed to

in m y last. Mr . Still k ept a careful memor andum o f the suf ferings

and trials o f his r ace during the e xistenc e of the ÔFugitiv e Slave

Law,Õ in the belief that the y would be instruc tiv e to his posteri ty,

rather than fr om any hope o f the o verthr ow of the r evolting system
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of human ser vitude * * * he resolved to spr ead before the w or ld

this unpr ecedentedexperienc e. When his book appe ars, it will

accomplish mor e than one obje ct. Inter esting to the li ter ary wor ld,

it will undoubte dly facili tate the r eunion o f other c olor ed families

long divide d, long soug ht f or, and per haps to this da y str angers to

each other . * * * * The volume c ontaining this and other e qually

romantic y et truthful stories will soon be out, and, my wor d for it,

no book of the times will be mor e eagerly read or more profitabl y

remembered.Ó

* * * * *

The San Francisco Elevator says:

* * * * ÒMr. Still is one o f the pione ers of ÔTHE UNDERGROUND

RAILROADÕ in Philadelphia, wher e he still r esides. He has aided

mor e slaves to escape than an y other man, B ishop Lougan, o f

Syracuse, perhaps excepted. * * * * We hope his book will ha ve a

wide cir culation, as i t will be a v aluable addi tion to the histor y of the

anti-sla very strugg le such as no other man can write. Ó

* * * * *

Having been, during man y years, associated wi th WILLIAM STILL,

in laboring f or the aboli tion o f Americ an slavery, we heartil y bear

our testimon y to his abundan t oppor tuni ties f or acquiring

inf orma tion r elativ e to the subje ct o f this book; and to his vig ilanc e

and f ideli ty in all the depar tmen ts of anti-sla very work in which he

was engaged, and especiall y in tha t depar tmen t usuall y called ÒTHE

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD.Ó

We gladly avail oursel ves of this oppor tuni ty to e xpr ess our

conf idenc e in his abili ty to pr esent to the public an a uthen tic and

inter esting histor y of this en terprise.

Prominent Members of the Anti-Slavery Society.

¥ LUCRETIA MOTT,

¥ J. MILLER McKIM,
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¥ ROBERT PURVIS,

¥ MARY GREW,

¥ E.M. DAVIS,

¥ SARAH PUGH,

¥ DILLWYN PARRISH,

¥ JOSHUA L. HALLOWELL,

¥ HENRY M. LAING,

¥ MARGARET J. BURLEIGH,

¥ EDWARD HOPPER,

¥ CHARLES WISE,

¥ JOHN LONGSTRETH,

¥ J.K. WILDMAN,

¥ JAMES A. WRIGHT,

Certainl y no volume e ver met wi th hig her or mor e extensiv e

endorsemen t. From the time the a uthor announc ed his in ten tion to

prepare a book fr om his notes and r ecords until i t w as given to the

public, i t w as the subject o f favorable commen t by leading minds o f

the c ountr y, wi thout r eference to r ace. Since its public ation i t has

received the endorsemen t o f the Pr ess generally, and of Statesmen,

Preachers, Lawyers, Doctors, Studen ts, in fac t men o f all r anks.

Brief Extracts from Letters to the Author by
Prominent Men.

From Hon. Henry Wilson, late V ice President of United S tates.

I have glanced over a few pages of your H istor y of the

Under ground Railr oad, and I most earnestl y commend it . You have

done a good w ork. This stor y of the her oic c onduc t o f fug itiv es from

oppr ession, and of the de votion o f their friends, will be r ead wi th

deep in ter est, especiall y by the old friends o f the sla ve in the stern

strugg le thr ough which w e have passed. I hope y our labors will be

rewarded by a grateful public.
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* * * * *

From Horace Greeley.

Dear Sir: ÑFor most o f the y ears I have lived, the escape of

fug itiv es from slavery, and their ef for ts to baf f le the human and

other bloodhounds who tr acked them, f orme d the r omance of

Americ an Histor y. That r omance is now ende d, and our

grandchildr en will har dly believe its leading inciden ts except

on irr esistible testimony . I rejoice that you are collecting and

presenting that testimony , and heartil y wish y ou a great success.

* * * * *

From Hon. Charles Summer, late U.S. Senator fr om Mass.

The Under ground Railr oad has perf orme d i ts par t, but must

always be remember ed gratefull y, as one of the pe culiar insti tutions

of our c ountr y. I cannot think o f i t wi thout a thr obbing he art.

You do w ell to c ommemor ate those associa ted wi th i t by service

or b y benef itÑthe sa viors and the sa ved. The arm y of the la te w ar

has had its ÒRoll o f Honor .Ó You will g ive us two other , rolls, wor th y of

equal honor Ñthe r oll o f fug itiv es from slavery, helped on their w ay

to fr eedom, and also the r oll o f their self -sacrif icing benefac tors.

I always hesitated which to honor most, the fug itiv e slave or the

ci tiz en who helpe d him, in def iance of un just laws. Your book will

teach us to honor both.

* * * * *

From John G. Whittier .

The stor y of the esc aped fug itiv esÑthe perils, the terr ors of

pursui t and r e-c aptur eÑthe shr ewdness which baf f led the human

blood-houndsÑthe un tiring z eal and devotion o f the friends o f the

slave in the fr ee States, are well descri bed.

The book is more inter esting than any r omance. It will be o f

permanen t value to the historian o f the c ountr y, during the an ti-

slavery strugg le.

I cheerfull y commend it to the public f avor.

* * * * *

From J. Wheaton Smith, D.D.

I am happ y to f ind tha t material f or this in ter esting w ork exists.
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I had f eared tha t much which will be her e recorded, would perish

wi th the br ave and wor th y men who w ere personall y in ter ested.

These veri ties o f histor y contain the in ter est of r omance, and our

childr enÕs childr en will r ead them wi th w onder and admir ation.

* * * * *

From, Hon. S.P. Chase, late Chief Justice U.S. Supr eme Court .

Your book will certainl y be an inter esting one. No one probably has

had equal opportunities with your self of listening to the narr atives of

fugitive slaves. No one will r epeat them more truthfull y, and no stories

can be more fraught with inter est than their s. Let us r ejoice, that, in

our c ountr y, such narr ativ es can never be heard again.

* * * * *

From Wm. Lloyd Garrison .

I congr atula te you tha t, af ter much pa tien t r esearch, careful

preparation, and un tiring labor , you have comple ted your

voluminous w ork on ÒTHE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD.Ó I am sure

your w ork will be f ound to be one of absorbing inter est, worthy of

the widest patr onage, and historicall y valuable as pertaining to the

tr emendous struggle for the abolition of chattel slaver y in our land.

No phase of that struggle was so crowded wif h thrilling incidents,

heroic adventur es, and self-sacrif icing eff orts as the one you have

undertak en to portr ay, and with which you wer e so closely connected,

to wit: ÒTHE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD.Ó While i t will be

contempla ted wi th shame, sadness, and astonishmen t, by posteri ty,

it will ser ve vividl y to illustr ate the perils which e verywher e

confr onted the fug itiv es from the Southern Òhouse o f bondag e,Ó and

to which those who dar ed to g ive them f ood and shelter w ere also

subjected.

* * * * *

From Gen. O.O. Howar d.

You could not pr epare a work tha t w ould af ford mor e instruc tion

and in ter est to me than a de taile d histor y of the oper ations o f the

so-c alled ÒUNDERGROUND RAILROAD.ÓI am delighted at the c asual

examination I ha ve been permi t ted to g ive it. Thousands will rise up

to c all you blessed for y our fai thful r ecord of our Òlegalized crime,Ó
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and i ts gr aphic terri ble consequences set f or th b y you in such true

pictur es and plain wor ds.

* * * * *

Hon. Carl Schurz, Secretar y of the I nterior .

I have no doubt y ou can make the narr ativ e a very in ter esting

contri bution to the histor y of an impor tant period o f our na tional

developmen t. I t will be c alculated to str engthen in the whole

Americ an people a just sense o f the benef icent r esults o f the gr eat

social r evolution w e have achieved, and to inspir e the pe ople o f your

own r ace wi th a hig h appr eciation o f the blessings o f li ber ty the y

now enjoy.

* * * * *

From Hon. W.D. Kelley, Congressman from Pa.

The stories y ou tell wi th admir able simplici ty and dir ectness of

the suf fering her oically endur ed by such numbers o f poor fug itiv es,

will instruc t and inspir e many who ha ve regarded the Americ an

slave as a member of an inf erior r ace.

Off ice ÒTHE PRESS,ÓPhiladelphia, Pa.My Dear Sir: ÑI have read

most o f the pr oof sheets of your f or thc oming book, en ti tle d ÒTHE

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD,Ó and have just examine d the le t ter -

press preparator y to i ts public ation, and the ac companying

engravings, and I c annot r efr ain fr om stating, tha t I belie ve it to be a

consumma te w ork of i ts kind. I ts chief meri t, o f course, consists in

its extr aordinar y revelations of the in justic e and cruelt y of the de ad

system o f slavery, but i t is gr atif ying to notic e that i t will be prin ted

and sent f or th to the w or ld in so c omple te and admir able a style, I

commend it most cheerfull y as a book that every citizen should have

in his libr ary. Very trul y, yours,

JNO. W. FORNEY.

WM. STILL, Esq.

* * * * *

I join v ery cordiall y in the pr eceding sta temen t and

recommenda tion.

HON. MORTON McMICHAEL,

Ex-M ayor of Phila., Editor of N .A. & U.S. Gazette.
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* * * * *

I most c ordiall y uni te wi th Col. Forne y and other g entlemen in

recommending to the public Mr . StillÕs work, enti tle d ÒTHE

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD.Ó The thrilling narr ativ es cannot be

read, even at this da y, wi thout e xci ting the de epest emotion.

GEO. H. STUART.

* * * * *

I full y and heartil y concur in the opinion o f Col. Forne y respecting

Mr . StillÕs work, enti tle d ÒTHE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD.Ó

HON. CHAS. GIBBONS.

* * * * *

Mr . StillÕs work appears to me to be one o f great inter est, and I

most heartil y unite in r ecommending it to the public attention.

HON. HENRY C. CAREY.

* * * * *

From, J. Miller M cKim.

I have read your book wi th f eelings o f ming led pleasure and pride;

pleasure at the v aluable contri bution which i t furnishes to an ti-

slavery histor y and anti-sla very li ter atur e, and pride tha t you are the

author o f i t.

But the chief v alue of the book will be f ound in i ts main narr ativ es,

which illustr ate to the lif e the char acter o f slavery, the spiri t and

temper o f the men engag ed for i ts overthr ow, and the dif f iculties

which had to be o vercome by these men in the ac complishmen t o f

their purpose.

A book so unique in kind, so star tling in in ter est, and so

trust wor th y in i ts statemen ts, cannot fail to c ommand a lar ge

reading no w, and in generations y et to c ome. That youÑm y long

trie d friend and associa teÑar e the author o f this book, is to me a

mat ter o f great pride and delig ht.

* * * * *

From Hon. Jno. A. Bingham of O hio.

You will ple ase accept m y thanks f or the oppor tuni ty given me to

examine y our r ecord of the strugg le for fr eedom b y the slave and his
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friends. I t will doubtless be a w ork of gr eat in ter est to man y of our

ci tiz ens.

From the North American and U.S. Gazette.

Here is an authori ty tha t c annot be questione d, competen t and

corr ect by many endorsemen ts, tha t shows wi thout ar gument, af ter

the true pa t tern o f Herodotus and the chr oniclers, wha t slavery in

Americ a was in the de cade immediatel y pr eceding i ts overthr ow.

* * * * *

From the ÒPhiladelphia Inquir er.Ó

ÒNever bef ore has the w orking o f the Under ground Railr oad been

so thor oughly explaine d. Here we have in comple te detail the

various me thods adopte d for cir cumventing the enemies o f

fr eedom, and told, as i t is, wi th gr eat simplici ty and natur al feeling,

the narr ativ e is one which c annot but mak e a deep impr ession.

Thrilling inciden ts, her oic adventur es and noble de eds of self -

sacrigce light up e very page, and will enlist the he artiest sympa thies

of all generous souls. It w as eminentl y just tha t such a r ecord of

one of the most r emarkable phases of the strugg le against slavery

should be pr epared, tha t the memor y of the noble orig inators and

suppor ters o f the r ailr oad mig ht be k ept gr een, and posteri ty

enabled to f orm a true c onception o f the ne cessity tha t called i t

into existenc e, and of the dif f iculties under which i ts work was

perf orme d. The labor o f compiling c ould not ha ve fallen in to mor e

appropria te or be t ter qualif ied hands.Ó

* * * * *

From the ÒBaltimore American.Ó

Mr . Still w as one of the most c our ageous managers on the

Under ground Ralr oad, and is ther efore well qualif ied to be i ts

historian. H e speaks of his o wn ser vices with modest y, and, in fac t,

ther e is no at tempt a t exaggeration in an y one of the most

wonderful series o f narr ativ es which he r elates. Baltimor e was one

of the gr eat depots fr om which the tr embling fug itiv es set out on

their trip to Canada, and Mr . Still de als freely wi th the names o f

person, y et living, who, no doubt, w ould be v ery glad if this most

extr aordinar y book had ne ver been publishe d. It w as their
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misfor tune to ha ve furnishe d a number o f passengers for the

ÒUnderground Railr oad,Ó and now the y cannot esc ape being name d

in connection wi th the sla ves, who dar ed, everything f or li ber ty.

* * * * *

From the San Francisco Bulletin.

We have often long ed to kno w ho w the dr ab-c oated

philan thr opists o f Philadelphia manag ed to furnish systema tic

assistance to the sla ve fugitiv es, and the desir e is now gr atif ied.

William Still, f or man y years connected wi th the an ti-sla very off ice

in Philadelphia, and the chairman o f the Ac ting V igilanc e Commi t tee

of the Philadelphia B ranch of the Under ground Railr oad, has wri t ten

a ponder ous volume, en ti tle d ÒTHE UNDERGROUND RALROAD.Ó É

He has performe d his w ork well. The volume bef ore us, thoug h

containing ne arly 800 pag es, is not elabor ated beyond ne cessity,

and fair ly teems wi th in ter esting sk etches.

From Bishop Payne of the A.M.E. Chur ch, Philadelphia.

My off icial engag ements and priv ate duties ha ve prevented me

fr om r eading your w ork on THE UND ERGROUND RAILROAD,

thr oughout. But such por tions as I ha ve had time to r ead, convinc e

me tha t as a stimulus to noble ef for t i t has much v alue. It is also a

grand monument of the past strugg les of the Ang el Spiri t o f Li ber ty

wi th the Demon o f Americ an Slavery. It ser ves also as a Beacon Lig ht

for our futur e progress in the up ward movement. I t deser ves a wide

cir culation thr ough the Republic.

* * * * *

ÒI cheerfull y endorse the abo ve.Ó

S.M.D. WARD. (Bishop A.M.E. Chur ch.)

* * * * *

From letter of H on. Ebenezer D. Bassett, U.S. Minister to H aiti.

The book must strik e everyone who se es it as one of very

commendable appe arance; and to e veryone who r eads it, i t must

commend i tself as one o f r emarkable in ter est. It is a w ork which

cannot fail to r ef lect an unusual cr edi t upon the c are, industr y and

ster ling abili ty of i ts author .

All hail to y ou, my dear fellow, for y our suc cess. When nearly
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four y ears ago you spoke often to me about y our pr oject o f wri ting

this book, I al ways told y ou I thoug ht i t w ould pr ove a success;

but I tell y ou no w, candidl y, that althoug h I never f or a momen t

doubte d your pe culiar f itness to pr epare such a work, yet I f eared

that when y ou came to see the time, industr y, care and patienc e,

which i t w ould r equir e aside fr om your pr essing everyday business

cares and perple xi ties, you mig ht stop a t the f oot o f the moun tain

and abandon the te dious ascent. But y ou have actuall y made the

ascent and stand no w on the top o f the moun tain. H urr ah for m y old

friend S till! H urr ah! Hurr ah!! Hurr ah!!!

* * * * *

From. Prof. W. Howar d Day, in ÒOur National Pr ogress.Ó

In his singular ly and cr edi tabl y brief pr eface, Mr. Still sinc erely

disclaims li ter ary pr etension; but cr edi table as is this to the a uthor ,

we may say tha t the w ork is in st yle excellent r eading, and tha t if i t

were not so, the narr ativ es themsel ves are so thrilling, possess such

a heart-r eaching in ter est, tha t if these w ere li ter ary crudi ties, the y

would be en tir ely placed in the backgr ound in the c oncentr ated

blaze of lig ht which the a uthor pours upon the blood y path way of

these vic tims o f in justic e, from 1851, when the terr ors of the Fugitiv e

Slave Law began, to the hour when Sla very and Rebellion w ere

washed out in blood, tog ether .

We have not spac e for a r eprin t o f one o f these in ter esting

histories, but w e are personall y acquain ted wi th the ÒfactsÓ as

related by Mr . Still, and the persons in volved, and can at test the

truth o f the sta temen ts made. Some of these par ties w e have met

in their f light, others in their tempor ary sojourn in the then so-

called Free States; others w e knew (Harrie t Tubman and M oses

among them ) in their la test and saf est r efuge, (Canada,) under the

protection o f the Cr oss of St. George and St. Andr ew. It w as due

to such tha t this book should be wri t ten. Their her oic de eds, in

behalf o f personal li ber ty of themsel ves and others, deser ve

commemor ating. Their de eds of daring, winning vic tor y at last, in

the fac e of wil y and unscrupulous men de voted to their c aptur e, and

sustained by the v oice, the law and the c annon o f the Go vernmen t,
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ought to be wri t ten in unfading le t ters acr oss the histor y of a people

strugg ling up ward to enfr anchisemen t. I t will te ach the c oming

generations who w ere our fa thers and our mothers; who ther e were

in these y ears of agony who br aved death to se cur e liber ty and who

upheld the noble banner o f a dying r ace until their ef for ts, by GodÕs

blessing, made the r ace rise and liv e. All thanks to Mr . Still f or thus

placing this noble r ecord of the fr ee, and those strugg ling to be fr ee,

before the w or ld.

* * * * *

From, the Boston Journal, Boston, M ass.

The pr esent volume is a narr ativ e, or r ather a c ollection o f

narr ativ es, of the ad ventur es of slaves on their w ay to fr eedom. The

style is perf ectl y simple and unaf fected, and i t is w ell tha t i t is so.

The facts and inciden ts r elated are themsel ves so full o f in ter est

and dr amatic in tenseness as to ne ed no c oloring. The narr ativ es

thr oughout ha ve the mar k of truth upon them, and ar e based on

authen tic r ecords. Americ an histor y would not be c omple te wi thout

some such book as this, wri t ten b y one wi thin the cir cle of those

devoted philan thr opists who w ere so fearless and unr emi t ting in

their ef for ts for human fr eedom.

* * * * *

From the Providence Press, Providence, R.I.

This lar ge volume is full o f facts. To read its pages is to bring the

past up wi th vividness. Man y of those who f ought wi th the w orse

than EphesusÕ beasts encounter ed by Paul, to wi t, the man-hun ters

of the South, w e knew personall y, and their narr ativ es as given in

this v olume w e can vouch f or, having r eceived their ac counts at the

time, fr om their o wn lips. H istoric ally the book is v aluable, because

it is fac t and not f iction, althoug h f if ty years fr om to-da y i t will r ead

like fiction to the then living.

* * * * *

From the Newburypor t H erald, M ass.

It is not a r omance, but i t is a stor ehouse of materials which

will her eafter be use d in li ter atur e, and be studie d, not onl y by

historians, dr amatists and no velists, but also b y those who will se ek
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to c ompr ehend and r ealize the fac t, tha t ther e has been, in this

countr y, a condi tion o f socie ty and law which made the

Under ground r ailr oad possible.
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The Underground Railroad

BY WILLIAM STILL.

* * * * *

An Authen tic R ecor d of the W onderful H ardships, H air br eadth

Escapes, and Death Strug gles which mar k the T r ack fr om Slaver y

to Freedom in the U ni ted States.

* * * * *

This is one o f the most r emarkable volumes o f the c entur y. Its

public ation has onl y been made possi ble by a combina tion o f

cir cumstanc es which seldom a t tend the bir th o f a book. Before

emancipa tion, and while the bane o f slavery was on the c ountr y,

the thrilling fac ts of this v olume c ould not ha ve been made public.

Peace and the blessing o f fr eedom permi t their public ation, fr ee

cir culation and unmoleste d reading.

Of all the thousands who fa vored fr eedom f or the sla ves, who

glorie d in the odium a t tached to an ti-sla veryism, who wi tnessed the

fr equent ef for ts of the bondsmen to esc ape, who aide d them in their

quest f or li ber ty, few dar ed to tak e notes o f wha t the y wi tnessed,

and fewer still dar ed to pr eserve them, lest the y should be turne d

into wi tnesses against them.

But one man, and tha t the a uthor o f this book, is kno wn to ha ve

succeeded in pr eserving anything lik e a full account o f the w orkings

of the UND ERGROUND RAILROAD, as it w as called before

emancipa tion. These r ecords grew on his hands during the y ears

he acted as Chairman o f the Philadelphia B ranch of tha t celebr ated

corpor ation, un til the y reached the e xten t o f the pr esent volume.

They are made up o f let ters r eceived, of in ter views held, o f

narr ativ es taken down at the time, o f r eal reminisc ence and

authen tic biogr aphy. Nothing imag inativ e enters in to the

composi tion o f the v olume. I t is simpl y succinc t histor y, always

star tling, some times blood y. The annals of no time sinc e the
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Inquisi tion ar e so full o f daring v entur es for lif e and li ber ty or her oic

endur ance under most tr ying cir cumstanc es.

As a histor y of the UND ERGROUND RAILROAD, the w ork is most

curious and v aluable. It tells o f an ing enui ty and fai thfulness on the

par t o f the o ff icials o f the r oad which se ems well-nig h mar vellous.

As its pages reveal the me thods b y which aid w as given to the

escaping slave, one is compelle d to w onder almost as if he w ere

facing a r evelation. The se crets of Masonr y are not mor e mysterious

than w ere the w ays of these o ff icials who clothe d, fed and

comf or ted the fug itiv e, while the y apparentl y never kne w his name

or wher eabouts. Even those who ne ver belie ved in the e xistenc e

of an UND ERGROUND RAILWAY, or who, belie ving, curse d i ts

existenc e, will r ead its histor y, at this time, wi th the r elish o f

astonishmen t and the z est of discoverers.

But the book has a hig her me aning and use. I t is curious and

hi ther to unprin ted histor y to the whi te r ace. To the black r ace, and

especiall y tha t par t o f i t onc e slave, it is mor e than a histor y of a

time o f peril. I t is f or them wha t Exodus w as to the fug itiv es from

Egypt, a histor y and an inspir ation as w ell. They may learn fr om i t

of their her oes and how deeply the lo ve of li ber ty was implan ted

in their bosoms. The S wiss never tir e of the stor y of their T ell, nor

the W elsh of tha t o f their Glendo wer. Every nation has i ts exemplar ,

whose br avery and vir tues ar e a perpetual lesson and sour ce of

admir ation. The color ed race may now r ead of i ts r eal heroes, its

Joshuas, Spar tacuses, Tells and Glendo wers, among the list o f those

who silen tl y br oke their chains and dar ed everything in or der to

breathe the sw eet air o f li ber ty. They are not blaz oned her oes, full

of loud de eds and gr eat names, but quie t examples of wha t f or ti tude

can achieve wher e freedom is the g oal.

It is time no w tha t the c olor ed race should kno w something o f

the steps which le d fr om Egypt to Canaan, some thing o f their o wn

contri butions to the gr and mar ch of the tri bes across and beyond

the Red Sea. There are no slaves beneath the starr y f lag. All may

read who will, and wha t the y will. F or the c olor ed man no histor y

can be mor e instruc tiv e and inspiring than this, o f his o wn making,
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and wri t ten b y one of his o wn r ace. The generations ar e growing

in lig ht. Not to kno w of those who w ere str onger than shackles,

who w ere pione ers in the gr and advance toward fr eedom; not to

know of wha t char acters the r ace could pr oduce when str aightened

by cir cumstanc es, nor o f those small beg innings which ende d in

triumphan t emancipa tion, will, in a shor t time, be a r eproach.

This H istor y of the har dships and strugg les of those o f their o wn

race is mor e for them than f or mankind a t lar ge. It furnishes the

wor ld pr oof tha t, thoug h slaves, they were nevertheless men. I t

furnishes them pr oof tha t the her oic abounds in their r ace as in

others, and tha t achie vement f ollo ws persisten t ef for t, as well wi th

them as wi th others. The v olume will be not onl y their admir ation

but c onstan t enc our agement. In i ts pages one is not in vited to har d,

dr y reading. I t is narr ativ e in st yle, simple in languag e, and possesses

the thrill and pa thos o f a novel. In all i ts par ts i t is an evidenc e of the

saying tha t ÒTruth is str anger than f iction.Ó

The author sc arcely needs an in tr oduc tion to the public. H e is

a scholar ly, successful business man o f Philadelphia, who has long

been iden tif ied wi th chur ches, chari ties and e very pr oject f or

amelior ating the c ondi tion o f his r ace. His word in all things is as

good as his bond. An ar dent member o f the An ti-Sla very Society, and

an activ e off icer of the Under ground Railr oad Compan y, he made

his book as a business man mak es his ledger, viz.: by noting dail y

the tr ansactions o f the da y. How he pr eserved them does not ma t ter

much no w, but if a c ertain lo ft in the chapel o f an old c emeter y

could speak, it mig ht a tale unf old.

The volume is qui te lar ge and commanding in appe arance. It

consists o f about 800 pag es, clearly prin ted on beautiful whi te

paper, making the lar gest book e ver wri t ten b y a color ed person in

this c ountr y.

An at tr activ e featur e of the book, one which has adde d lar gely to

its cost, and one which gr eatl y enhanc es its value to the r eader, is its

illustr ations. These ar e over seventy in number , and the y are made

to illustr ate the most striking por tions o f the w ork. They represent

night escapes and day encounters, on land and riv er, receptions on
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the soil o f fr eedom, char acters o f note among the fug itiv es, and

many of those among the an ti-sla very people whose names ha ve

become historic. I t is seldom a v olume is seen which so abounds in

apt and striking illustr ation.

The f ield f or the sale o f this v olume is immense. I t will pr ove

desir able as a curious c ontri bution to the li ter atur e of the times,

and will be boug ht in e very home N or th and South, East and W est,

wher e reading is cherishe d. It is pr e-eminen tl y the book f or the

color ed race. There is not a c olor ed man or w oman in the whole

land who will not w ant to possess i t. Even if he c annot r ead, he will

want i t f or his childr en. It will be their histor y and their stor y for

generations.

We have fixed the pric e at a very low f igur e, so as to comple tel y

answer all ple as of poverty or har d times.

The whole book o f 800 super-r oyal octavo pages is f ille d wi th

the thrilling H istor y of the Secret w ork of the U .G.R.R., giving an

authen tic ac count o f the w onderful Esc apes and Daring De eds, the

Endur ance and Sacrif ice of men and w omen in their ef for ts for

fr eedom. I t is beautifull y illustr ated and substan tiall y bound, and

furnishe d at the f ollo wing VERY LOW PRICES:

In Fine English Cloth, pannelled,ÉÉÉÉÉ $3. 00

In Beautiful E mbossed M or occo, gil t cen tr e, É 4.00

Every book c orr esponds wi th abo ve description or the subscri ber

is not bound to tak e it.
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LibriVox Audio Book

Listen to the a udio f ile fr om Libri Vox.

An inter active H5P element has been excluded from this

version of the text. You can view it online her e:

https:/ / pressbooks.library.r yerson.ca/

theundergr oundr ailr oad/?p=687#h5p- 1
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Glossary
PUBLIC DOMAIN CORE COLLECTION TEAM

This is wher e you can create a glossary of terms and def ini tions f or

the book. For mor e inf orma tion about cr eating and using g lossaries,

check the Public Domain Cor e Collection Facult y Guide .
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