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[bookmark: _Toc167779547]Module 1: Towards ‘Defining’ Colonialism, Settler Colonialism and Decolonization 


[bookmark: _Toc1212920769]Overview
This module introduces key differences between colonialism and settler colonialism, drawing on metaphors to help understand key differences. It addresses how settler colonialism is linked to logics that promote the erasure of Indigenous Peoples. Decolonization is also introduced, a process that involves both thought and action. Through examples in art and education, the main aspects as well as challenges of decolonization are addressed. 
[bookmark: _Toc796155766]Key Concepts and Terminology
· Neocolonialism
· Settler colonialism 
· Logic of elimination 
· Settler moves to innocence 
· Decolonization is not a metaphor
· Decolonial futures 

[bookmark: _Toc1457469078]Learning Outcomes
The content/activities in this module will help you to:
· Explain the main tenants of colonialism, settler colonialism and their various strategies and tools
· Discuss what decolonization entails and why it is important to different people communities in settler colonial states
· Reflect on your own personal history and connection to both settler colonialism and decolonial pursuits in Canada 
· Discuss the role of education in decolonization
· Discuss the barriers and challenges with the struggle to decolonize

[bookmark: _Toc133849975]Required Materials

Instructions: For each module, you will 'gather' a selection of materials from a curated resource called “Your Module Bundles” (see below). Please select 2-3 readings (two of which should be scholarly sources) and 2-3 media/art sources to create your 'bundle'. This bundle will directly support and be integrated into your assessments in the course, including the Module Reflections. Videos and other additional materials as listed in this section are also required materials.

· Course Syllabus
· Videos: 
· Instructor’s Welcome Message
· Module 1, Part 1 (PDF)
· Module 1, Part 2 (PDF)
· Your Module Bundles (PDF)

[bookmark: _Toc941688093]Guiding Questions 
· In the first article, Wolf explores the relationship between genocide and settler-colonialism using the concept of “logic of elimination” What does he mean by this?
· What are the differences between “colonialism” and “settler colonialism”?
· How is it helpful to metaphorically conceptualize colonialism as a virus and settler colonialism as bacteria? What are the limits of these metaphors?
· Our world is presently being dramatically reshaped by global crises (climate change, pandemics, etc.). How have these crises revealed the failures of settler colonialism?

[bookmark: _Toc2102654361]Weekly Activities  
	Week 1
	Week 2

	· Participate in Live Session 1: Talking Circle
	· Module 1 Reflection due



[bookmark: _Toc766878928]Module 2: Water is Life 

[bookmark: _Toc179698644]Overview
The first part of this module addresses how colonization is an ecological process that dramatically alters landscapes over time to fulfill settler desires and economic interests. Particular attention is paid to how this alteration reconfigures water in ways that intervene in Indigenous life ways. The second part of the module explores Indigenous ontologies of water and how Indigenous Peoples are resisting extractive pursuits to restore their kinship relations with water. 
[bookmark: _Toc1438666766]Key Concepts and Terminology
· Water ontologies
· Settler colonial landscapes 
· Landscape aesthetics 
· Water and kinship relations
· Colonial modes of production versus Indigenous modes of production 
· Moralizing narratives and Indigenous resistance 

[bookmark: _Toc1584136677]Learning Outcomes
The content/activities in this module will help you to:
· Discuss how differing ontologies of water lead to conflict between Indigenous and settler peoples
· Reflect on personal relationships with water and what informs these relationships
· Explain how colonialism is an ecological process 
· Describe how relationships with water are centred in decolonial work led by Indigenous Peoples

[bookmark: _Toc1489834242]Required Materials
· Videos: 
· Module 2, Part 1 (PDF)
· Module 2, Part 2 (PDF)
· Your Module Bundles (PDF)
· Reminder: 'Gather' 2-3 readings (two of which should be scholarly sources) and 2-3 media/art sources to create your 'bundle'. 
[bookmark: _Toc26433915]Guiding Questions 
· Wagner urges us to think about how colonialism is an ecological process. What does he mean and how does the role of water come into play? What issues/challenges are presented?
· Think about your own attitudes and relationships with water. What cultural beliefs inform this relationship? What systems and structures are in place that affect how you think about water?
· The UN (United Nations) states that access to water is a fundamental human right. Why is this right not afforded to so many Indigenous communities in Canada? (Refer back to the ‘Standing Rock One Year Later’ video from this module).

[bookmark: _Toc1097101470]Weekly Activities  
	Week 3
	Week 4

	· Self-Location due
	Module 2 Reflection due



[bookmark: _Toc278642058]Module 3: Land is Everything

[bookmark: _Toc1082383304]Overview
The first part of this module addresses how settler colonial violence is enacted upon Indigenous lands and the ideologies that permit this to take place. Particular attention is paid to how land is positioned as a non-living entity to be taken from to satisfy corporate interests. The second part of the module explores Indigenous-led efforts to revitalize and carry out Indigenous ways of ‘being in good relations’ with their homelands and how specific activities respect and uphold how land is connected to language, culture, economy, spirit and governance.
[bookmark: _Toc1173518841]Key Concepts and Terminology
· Treaty
· Extractivism
· EXTRActivism
· Settler colonial discourse and land
· Manoomin
· Land as relative

[bookmark: _Toc2141999668]Learning Outcomes
The content/activities in this module will help you to:
· Explain how ideas around “objectivity” and “universality” work together with moralizing narratives to permit the continuance of settler colonialism
· Discuss how extractivism is different than the use of natural resources and why this is important when we critically examine natural resource management plans and practices
· Describe how EXTRActivism emerged in resistance to extractivist pursuits 
· Discuss how Treaty, Indigenous languages and land are interconnected 
[bookmark: _Toc1398485304]Required Materials
· Videos: 
· Module 3 (PDF)
· Module 3 Interview
· Your Module Bundles (PDF)
· Reminder: 'Gather' 2-3 readings (two of which should be scholarly sources) and 2-3 media/art sources to create your 'bundle'. 
[bookmark: _Toc504628825]Guiding Questions 
· How do ideas around “objectivity” and “universality” work together with moralizing narratives to permit the continuance of settler colonialism?
· How is extractivism different than the use of natural resources, and why is this important when we critically examine natural resource management plans and practices?

[bookmark: _Toc1208026665]Weekly Activities  
	Week 5
	Week 6

	· Relationship to Place due
	· Module 3 Reflection
· Complete Course Feedback Survey 1



[bookmark: _Toc1810198474]Module 4: Identity, Kin, and Community

[bookmark: _Toc579845555]Overview
This module addresses the ongoing history of settler colonial states intervening in the identity politics and kinship practices of Indigenous Peoples and how this is an example of structural violence. The rising phenomenon of misclaiming Indigenous identity will be explored. The second part of the module will explore Indigenous child welfare as an extractivist industry and how Indigenous families are committing to restorative kinship practices rooted in culture, land, values, and beliefs. 

[bookmark: _Toc468811839]Key Concepts and Terminology
· Indigenous identity versus ancestry 
· Blood Quantum and the Indian Act
· Raceshifting
· Indigenous child welfare 
· Sixties Scoop
· Restorative Kinship Practices 

[bookmark: _Toc813612685]Learning Outcomes
The content/activities in this module will help you to:
· Recognize how Indigenous identity is different than Indigenous ancestry
· Explain how the Indian Act impacts Indigenous identity and kinship 
· Discuss how Indigenous child welfare systems advance the settler colonial project
· Reflect on the main aspects of Indigenous-based programs/initiatives aimed at helping families heal
[bookmark: _Toc729199709]Required Materials
· Videos: 
· Module 4, Part 1 (PDF)
· Module 4, Part 2 (PDF)
· Your Module Bundles (PDF)
· Reminder: 'Gather' 2-3 readings (two of which should be scholarly sources) and 2-3 media/art sources to create your 'bundle'. 
[bookmark: _Toc1606409896]Guiding Questions
· How do child welfare systems advance the settler colonial project?
· What are the main aspects of Indigenous-based programs/initiatives aimed at helping families heal? 
· What are the challenges that Indigenous communities face in implementing their own child welfare practices? Why do these challenges exist?

[bookmark: _Toc1113784589]Weekly Activities  
	Week 7
	Week 8

	· Participate in Live Session 2: Talking Circle
	· Module 4 Reflection due




[bookmark: _Toc2045304419]Module 5: Womxn, Sexuality and 2SLGBTQIA+

[bookmark: _Toc1511158251]Overview
This module addresses the ways that settler colonial violence is carried out against Indigenous womxn, girls, and 2SLGBTQIA+ peoples. It will unpack the violent structures and systems that are the root causes of Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls and 2 Spirit People (MMIWG2S) and how Indigenous families are working to acknowledge and change them. Finally, it will focus on the caring labours of Indigenous women and the significance of everyday acts of decolonization.
[bookmark: _Toc883448798]Key Concepts and Terminology
· MMIWG2S
· Necropower
· Caring Labours
· Everyday Act of Decolonization
· Social Value

[bookmark: _Toc386748743]Learning Outcomes
The content/activities in this module will help you to:
· Begin to understand how violence against Indigenous women is connected to settler colonialism
· Discuss how a politics of refusal is different than a politics of recognition with respect to addressing murdered and missing Indigenous womxn and girls and 2SLGTBQIA+ Peoples.
· Reflect on the concept of ‘everyday acts’ of decolonization and how this may be relevant to your own life
· Discuss how Indigenous women’s social reproductive labour is a site of creative resistance

[bookmark: _Toc524963137]Required Materials
· Videos: 
· Module 5, Part 1 (PDF)
· Module 5, Part 2 (PDF)
· Your Module Bundles (PDF)
· Reminder: 'Gather' 2-3 readings (two of which should be scholarly sources) and 2-3 media/art sources to create your 'bundle'. 
[bookmark: _Toc660046666]Guiding Questions
· In what ways are Indigenous women’s social reproductive labour a site of creative resistance?
· In what ways are women and the land both subjects of social reproduction? 
· What are some examples that authors Hunt and Holmes provide that speak to their notion of ‘everyday acts of decolonization’?
· How is this notion of ‘everyday acts of decolonization’ relevant to your own life?

[bookmark: _Toc9444479]Weekly Activities  
	Week 9
	Week 10

	N/A
	· Module 5 Reflection due



[bookmark: _Toc2100769118]Module 6: Indigenous Arts and Decolonization

[bookmark: _Toc2099611737]Overview
This module will explore how Indigenous art is a powerful tool in the struggle towards decolonization. Particular attention will be paid to how Indigenous art helps configure and strengthen relationships. Learners will go through specific examples to better understand how Indigenous art is a way for Indigenous Peoples to relate to family, ancestors, history, the land, and self.

[bookmark: _Toc559770302]Key Concepts and Terminology
· Decolonial aesthetics 
· Visual sovereignties 
· Indigenous survivance 
· Indigenous presence 
· Visual storytelling
· Indigenous art 

[bookmark: _Toc6035707]Learning Outcomes
The content/activities in this module will help you to:
· Recognize how a Eurocentric view of art differs from an Indigenous view of art
· Discuss different roles art may play in decolonization
· Begin to reflect on the efficacy and effectiveness of art in decolonial praxis
· Discuss how Indigenous art intersects with Indigenous research and activism in ways that support Indigenous agency

[bookmark: _Toc149694536]Required Materials
· Videos: 
· Module 6 (PDF)
· Your Module Bundles (PDF)
· Reminder: 'Gather' 2-3 readings (two of which should be scholarly sources) and 2-3 media/art sources to create your 'bundle'
[bookmark: _Toc190946985]Guiding Questions
· How is a Eurocentric view of art different than an Indigenous one?
· What role does art play in efforts towards decolonization?
· Do you think Indigenous art can be more than a tool to education or build awareness? How so? And if not, why not?

[bookmark: _Toc208648955]Weekly Activities  
	Week 11
	Week 12

	· Participate in Live Session 3: Talking Circle
· Multimedia Creation due
	· Module 6 Reflection due
· Complete Course Feedback 2



	
	
	



