The [De]Colonial Struggle: Self-Location Instructions
Quick Links: Dropbox, Rubric, Resources (Walking in Circles, Settler Education)
Background/Rationale:
From our early readings, you will learn that Canada, as a settler-colonial State, is predicated on a specific relationship between Indigenous Nations and early settlers. Throughout this course, you will also learn about the nature of this relationship and how it continues to shape the histories and life experiences of both Indigenous and non-Indigenous Peoples in Canada. And you will note that several Indigenous authors of articles assigned in this course begin by locating themselves in various sets of kin, community and Nation relations in order to convey how what they know and share is inextricably linked to who they are and where they come from. 
Self-location is a way for us all to discuss how we came to be in a place, our connections to a physical space, and our concepts of community. Self-location exercises are a good way to start thinking through and talking about aspects of settler colonial history. As settler scholar Krista McKraken (2016) states:
In terms of reconciliation discussions about self-location can be a starting point for conversations about land, marginalization, and colonization.  It can also help in the acknowledgement of what background experiences are being brought into a dialogue.  This is also a great way to start conversations about local history, community history, and Canadian history more broadly (para. 4).
Assessment Overview and Learning Outcomes
For this assessment, you are asked to engage in a written self-location exercise as a foundation or “starting point” for the learning journey that lies ahead. The learning outcomes of the exercise are to help you to: 
1) Position yourself and reflect on your connections to community and the place you’re in.
2) Examine how your lived experiences, identities, and family history relate to colonialism and/or the work of decolonization.
Support and Resources
For more guidance on self-location, you are encouraged to consult the resources and rubric in the Quick Links.
Instructions
Your self-location will have two components: an introduction and a critical reflection, each approximately one page long (total: 500 words, 12-pt font).
1. Introduction (250-300 words)
Introduce yourself and your identities – anything that you believe shape your experience in/of the world (e.g., gender, national identity, ethnicity, family history).  Please share only what you feel comfortable with. 
Your introduction should briefly position yourself and explore your connections to community and the place you’re in. Some guiding questions to consider in your introduction include:
· Where did you come from? 
· How and why did you come to this place?  
· What is your relationship to this place?  
· How do you define community in relationship to this place?
· How has your positionality (e.g., race, gender, sexuality, national identity, ethnicity, spirituality/religion, family history) shaped your experience in/of the world and connection to community (or lack thereof)?

2. Critical reflection (250-300 words)
Your critical reflection should briefly examine how your lived experiences, identities, and family history relate to colonialism and/or the work of decolonization. 
Please integrate at least three (3) sources into your critical reflection. Sources must include at least one peer-reviewed journal article or book chapter, but may also include news articles and films, cited using APA. 
Some guiding questions to consider in your critical reflection include:
· How does your own history affect your experience within the different communities you are part of (school, city, etc.) within a settler colonial State such as Canada?
· How have your personal experiences in life prepared you or not prepared you for understanding the relationship between Indigenous and settler peoples? 
· How has your understanding of Indigenous-settler relations, settler-colonialism, and decolonization changed over time, and how has this journey been shaped by the communities you are part of and those around you? 
· How might have your life experiences and connections to place led to gaps in your understanding, blind spots, or unconscious biases related to settler-Indigenous relations, Indigenous issues, and the history of Canada as a settler-colonial State, and what can you do to address these barriers?
· How might you have benefited from settler-colonial systems, and how does this affect your relationship to the State, your communities, and your perspectives on Indigenous-settler relations?





