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02 Key Topics 

1. Child Welfare Practices 

2. Indian Act and Wards of the State 

3. Indigenous Welfare Practices 

4. The "Indian Problem" 

5. Indian Residential Schools 

6. The "Sixties Scoop" 

7. Grassroots Indigenous Led Initiatives 
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When I have a daughter 
by Aura (Monique Bedard) 
teaandbannock.com/2016/03/04/aura 
-the-healing-journey-featured-artist/ 

https://teaandbannock.com/2016/03/04/aura


The Social W ork P rofession 
and Child Welfare Practices 



   

   

  

   

Child Welfare: 
Uprooting Indigenous Nations 

• The Sixties Scoop (1960s-1970s) 

• Adopted out to non-Indigenous 
families 

Birth Alerts, Meky Ottawa 
https://www.ellecanada.com/ 

culture/society/birth-alerts 

https://www.ellecanada.com


Ontario 
Indigenous children 
represent 30% of foster 
children. 

In Manitoba, 90% of 
children in care are 
Indigenous. 

National Data 

Overrepresentation is a 
"humanitarian crisis." 

Youth in Care 

 
  

  
    

  

   
 

 

   
  

 
 

Racial Discrimination 
Federal government 
underfunds on-reserve child 
welfare services. 
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Early Settler  Views 

• “Negligent, irresponsible and 
uncivilized” 

• 1876, First Nations Peoples 
became wards of the State 

Welcome to Logstown (1749) 
painting by Robert Griffing, 
2003. 



       
   

      
    

      
   

First Nations Peoples physically stand in the way of 
extractivist industries and settler-colonial expansion. 

The rail bridge that passes through 
Garden River First Nation. Garden River 
is an Ojibway community located near 
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario. 



 

     

1920-1951:  Native  children  
were  forcibly  removed  from  
their parents and sent to 
residential  schools. 
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Image: The Critical Thinking Consortium 
(https://tc2.ca/sourcedocs/uploads/images 
/Icons/Residential-schools-topic.jpg) 

https://tc2.ca/sourcedocs/uploads/images


    

      

    

    
     

 

1951: The Social Welfare System 

• Native parents were measured 
to European standards of parenting 

• Children were taken and placed in Image: Eleanor Yatlin, scrapes moose hair off 
a moose hide. Photo by Angela Gonzalez. non-Indigenous foster homes. https://athabascanwoman.com/?p=4260 

https://athabascanwoman.com/?p=4260


    
 

   

     
 

 

  

          
        

  

Image: The Scream, by Kent Monkman (2016), is part of a 2021 
traveling exhibition on colonized Canada: Shame And Prejudice: 
A Story Of Resilience. 

Patrick Johnson 

Coined the term "sixties 
scoop" through his research 
with retired social workers. 

Social Work Goal 

Scoop the children on the 
slightest pretext and put them 
up for adoption. 

"SIXTIES SCO
O

P" 



   
  

 

       

Indigenous 
children in care 

is an ongoing 
process of 

colonization 

Image: Honour and Protect the Scared, Aura (Monique Bedard). 
https://teaandbannock.com/2016/03/04/aura-the-healing-
journey-featured-artist/ 

https://teaandbannock.com/2016/03/04/aura-the-healing


 RESISTANCE AND 
RESURGENCE 



 
 Onamin  Collective Land-based art initiative 

Cree  Nation  of  
Land-based healing  program 

Chisasibi 

A7G Cultural  support and  
empowerment  programs 
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Akinoomoshin 
Wiigwam helps 
Indigenous families 
reclaim Anishinabe 
mowin and other 
cultural practices. 
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The route to healing from 
colonialism comes from 
the heart work that most 
people avoid in our 
communities and through 
how one chooses to raise 
their children. 

- Andrea Landry 
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Image: https://indigenousmotherhood.wordpress.com/ 

https://indigenousmotherhood.wordpress.com


  

   
  

 

⎯ Child welfare practices 
⎯ Early settler views 
⎯ Indigenous led alternatives 
⎯ Residential Schools & 60's Scoop 
⎯ Colonization is ongoing 
⎯ Grassroots initiatives 
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