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01 KEY TOPICS 

Here's To Good Women, Aura Last (Monique 
Bedard). https://teaandbannock.com/2016/ 
03/04/aura-the-healing-journey-featured-
artist/ 

• Structural Violence 

• Indian Act and Identity Policing 

• "Status Indian" (Category 1 & 2) 

• Biological Essentialism 

• Self-identifying Métis in Eastern Canada 

• Ancestry vs Identity 
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Indigenous Identity & Structural Violence 

• Policies and systems that assimilate 
Indigenous Peoples into the general 
population 

• Loss of inherent rights 

Marty Two Bulls Jr 
(https://www.martytwobullsjr.com) 

https://www.martytwobullsjr.com


Blood quantum Control of everyday life 

Applies to 'status Indians' 

   

    
 

 

Formula determines 
who is a 'status Indian' 
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CATEGORY 1 CATEGORY  2 NO  STATUS 

X1  +  X1  =  X1 X1  +  no  status  =  X2 X2  +  no  status = 
no  status  non-

X1  +  X2  =  X1 Indigenous p erson 

X2  +  X2  =  X1 
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Membership  of  a  community  is  
determined by  the  blood quantum  

formula, w hich  leads t o  underfunding. 

PATERN
ALISTI

 C EXCLU
SIO

N
 



 
         

IDENTITY POLICING 
Names and contains the original inhabitants of the colonized territory 



 
  

   
 

   

       
 

Biological  Essentialism 

A process in which 
biological influences 
precede cultural 
influences and set 
predetermined limits to 
the effects of culture 

Ojibwa wife of Oneida Chief John Danford, 1907, Aura Last 
(Monique Aura). https://teaandbannock.com/2016/03/04/aura-
the-healing-journey-featured-artist/ 

https://teaandbannock.com/2016/03/04/aura
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Self-identification impacts sovereignty and 
Nationhood of Indigenous Peoples in Canada. 
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Image: The RCMP Just Stood There. 2020. https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2020/10/14/mikmaq-chief-slams-nova-scotia-
fishery-violence-they-are-getting-away-with-these-terrorist-hate-crime-acts.html 

https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2020/10/14/mikmaq-chief-slams-nova-scotia
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Métis/métissage = 
“mixed" 

Eastern Canadians proclaiming 
themselves as Métis are French 

descendants. 



            
  

Métis 
• Buffalo-hunting  people 
• Red Ri ver  region 
• Distinct  nationhood  

with  historic and  
ongoing  relations  to 
specific lands 

Michif artist and activist Christi Belcourt in front of one her large scale but 
intricate beadwork paintings. 



 
 

KIN,  COMMUNITY,  RELATION  
TO  LAND,  LIVED  EXPERIENCES 

Ancestry BIOLOGICAL  DNA 

Indigenous  Identity 
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• Indigenous identity 
• Indian Act 
• Ancestry versus Identity 
• Settler moves to innocence (Tuck and Yang) 
• Métis, as a distinct Nation 
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