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02 Key Topics 

• Decolonization – Misconceptions 

• Decolonization is Not A Metaphor 

• Decolonization as the Repatriation of Indigenous 
Land and Life 

• Centering Indigenous Futures 

• The Work of Undoing 

• Decolonization and Education 

• The Link between Decolonization, Indigenous 
Futures and Racialized Migrants in Canada 
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Decolonization in 
Settler Canada 

• Canada relies on settler 
colonialism 

• The settler colonial reality in 
which we live shapes the 
relationship between Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous peoples in 
Canada in specific ways 

Reflection 
Is  decolonization possible? 
Is  decolonization really  a  goal  this  
country can  support? 



 

What it is NOT: 
• A mass ex odus o f  non-Indigenous  

Peoples  from  these  lands 
• About  planning or  visioning 

around  settler  futures 

The i dea of l osing place o r  
identity creates a   panic  that  
interferes wi th  engaging in  
thoughtful  discussions  
around  decolonization 
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Decolonization 
• Often over or mis-used, 

and goes along with other 
unclear and/or poorly 
defined concepts such as 
“Indigenization" 

• Eve Tuck and Wayne 
Yang's Decolonization is Not 
a Metaphor: What 
decolonization is, what it 
should achieve, and some of 
the barriers working 
towards it 

Image: https://unsettlingamerica.wordpress.com/2021/04/03/decolonization-a-guidebook-for-settlers-living-
on-stolen-land/ 



It  is  not: 
• A metaphor f or a ny  other  

important  social justice 
cause  or  activity 

It  is: 
• The  undoing  of  settler  colonialism  

which  works  to  disrupt  Indigenous  
relationships  to  land 

• Land repatriation 
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Decolonization  
Is  Not  a Metaphor  
- Tuck &Yang  (2012) 
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Critique? 
• What is meant by the repatriation of Indigenous land and life? 
• What does land repatriation mean for settler peoples? 

To ask is to re-centre settler concerns/issues, which is not 
what decolonization is about. 

However, Indigenous Peoples are in relations with settler 
individuals and this implicates both groups in the work. 

Decolonization is also a conscious un-doing of the 
structures and systems that work against 
Indigenous wellbeing. 
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• The centering of Indigenous futures, 
through the reclamation 
and restoration of Indigenous 
relationships with their homelands 

• Involves a conscious decentering and 
undoing of systems and 
structures working against 
Indigenous life and wellbeing 

Image: Spring Mag. Riddel, J 2020. 
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Image: DAVID HARTLEY/REX/Shutterstock 

• Decolonization is praxis that involves visioning and action 
• Just as decolonization requires us to not take up land as simply a resource to 

extract things from, people can't be entities that we merely extract labour from 
• Education must be reimagined - more than producing people fit for jobs -

especially in the context of lifelong learning 
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Decolonization and Education 
• Lifelong learning frameworks may support the 

ongoing settler colonial agenda, positioning 
migrants of colour as inferior or 'less than' 

• Ideologies and strategies devalue brown 
immigrant bodies and lead to a derecognition 
of their skills and credentials 

• Devaluation is deeply rooted in histories of 
racism, patriarchy, colonialism and 
Occidentalism 

• The ongoing displacement and devaluation of 
Indigenous Peoples is linked to the devaluation 
and oppression of brown migrants 



           
         

     

    

 For Reflection 

Should there be a stronger linkage made between the liberation of 
transnational migrants and the ongoing decolonial work led by 
Indigenous communities within the settler-colonial state? 

How and why are they connected? 



     
     

     
     

   
    

     
    

 

  
  

  

 

 
   

Decolonization is the 
repatriation of Indigenous 
land and life 

Decolonization requires both thought 
and action, implicating Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous People in undoing and 
re-building structures, systems, policies 
that support Indigenous wellbeing 

Ernesto Yerena Montejano 
Indigenous Roots Reclaimed - Catawiki Colonial, racist and patriarchal ideologies also devalue 

the skills and labour of racialized immigrant/migrant 
individuals in settler colonial states, which the work 
of decolonization must also take into account 

CO
N

CLU
DIN

G PO
IN

TS 




