
Greek and Latin Roots: Part I - Latin is part one of a two part series. This series examines the systematic 

principles by which a large portion of English vocabulary has evolved from Latin and (to a lesser degree) 

from Greek. This book focuses on Latin roots. There is a stress on principles: although students will be 

continually looking at interesting individual words, their constant aim will be to discover predictable 

general patterns of historical development, so that they may be able to cope with new and unfamiliar 

words of any type that they have studied. They will be shown how to approach the problem by a 

procedure known as “word analysis,” which is roughly comparable to the dissection of an interesting 

specimen in the biology laboratory. The text assumes no previous knowledge of Latin, and does not 

involve the grammatical study of this language. In order to provide the broadest possible service to 

students, the text emphasizes standard English vocabulary in current use.
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