Libraryworksheet on public opinion polls. Arts 140. Climate change - future impacts. Winter 2020.

What were they thinking?

Use a chart toillustrate publicopinion onanissue. This activity with ODES/’s Opinion Poll Collections will show you how.

Steps:
[. Find ODESI (the database with over 5,300 datasets for the social sciences)

1. From LEARN, go to the course’s library guide, Visualizing data tab.
2. Gotosection2. Opinionpolls
3. Under, Canada, clickon ‘ODESI’s opinion poll collection (Canadian)’

3. Opinion polls: what were they thinking?
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[I. Search for opinion polls that include questions about climate

4. Inthe ‘Find data’ box, type: climate
5. Change the date range to: 2015-present and search
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lll. Choose the poll “Forum Research Political Poll - Federal Issues (Canada) 2019”

6. Click: MatchingVariables6

Forum Research Political Poll - Federal Issues (Canada) 2019

This survey is a Federal opinion poll with general political questions as well as focus
questiop SNOW more

Matching Variables 6
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7. Thenselectthefirstoption withthe firstvariable

Forum Research Polit
(Canada) 2019

Abstract Study Description Documentation
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IV. Display and capture the chart for question 8 (Q8)

“How would you rate the Federal government's efforts to fight climate change?”

8. Chickon the “Chart” link to bring up the polling results

Forum Research Political Poll -
(Canada) 2019
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9. Use the “N” to change the display

Variable: 8. How would you rate the Federal governmentgs efforts to fight climate change?

Somewhat good
Very poor

Somewhat poor

Very good 6.5%
Values Categories 1
3 Somewhat good / 421
1 Very poor 419
2 Somewhat poor 376
4 Very good 85

Summary Statistics

Cases N

Valid cases 1301

Missing cases 0

Maximum 4

Minimum 1

Mean 2.1322059953881634
Median 2

Mode NaN

Standard deviation 0.943504338905364
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V. Capture your chart to use inyour work

10. Pressthe “Print Screen” key on your keyboard

11. Open “Paint” (or an equivalent program) on your computer
12. Press “Control +v” to paste your screenshotinto “Paint”
13. Selectthe “Select/Crop” tool, outline the chart

14. Click “Crop”

15. “Save” a .pngto yourdesktop

16. Uploadthe image as needed

You now have a visualization to support a point!

VI. Cite the origin of your question/chart

Author(s) or creator(s) Forum Research Inc
The individual(s) or organization(s) responsiblefor
creatingthe dataset

Date of publication 2019
The year the dataset was published or released to
the public (not the date of the subject matter)

Title or description Forum Research Political Poll - Federal Issues
Ifno titleexists, create a brief description of the (Canada) 2019

data. Includetime period covered ifapplicable

Publisher Scholars Portal Dataverse
The organization, database,archive, orjournal
responsiblefor hostingthe data

URL or DOI https://doi.org/10.5683/SP2/0OD7AV7

The uniqueidentifierifthe datasetis online

Chicago’s author-date format:

Forum Research Inc. 2019. "Forum Research Political Poll - Federal Issues (Canada) 2019." Scholars Portal
Dataverse. https://doi.org/10.5683/SP2/OD7AV7.
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Questions you should ask about any poll.

9.

Who did the poll?

Who paidfor the poll and why was it done?

How many people were polled?

How were those people chosen to participate?

What area (country, province, orregion) were these peoplechosen from?

How wasthe polling conducted? Phone? Internet? On the street? Who might be excluded through this method?
What is the samplingerrorforthe poll results?

What otherkinds of factors can skew poll results?

Have other polls have been done onthis topic? Do they have similarresults? If not, why are they different?

Adapted from: Gawiser, S.R., & Witt, G.W. (2006). 20 questions a journalist should askabout pollresults. 3rd edition. National Council on Public
Polls. http://www.ncpp.org/files/20%20Questions%203rd %20edition Web%20ver 2006.pdf.
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