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About the Book

BCReadsAdultLitelacyFundament&inglisib Readell wascreatedby Shantel
lvits. This ceation is a part of tiC. Open &xtbook poject

The BC. OpenTextbookprojectbegann 2012with the goalof makingpost
secondargducationn British Columbiamore accessiblby reducingstudent
costthroughthe useof openy licensedextbooks.The BC. Open Textbook
projectis administeed by BCcampusand funded by the British Columbia
Ministry of Advanced Education.

Opentextbooksare openeducationatesouces(OER);they are instructional
resoucescreatedandshaedin ways sothat more peope have accesso them.
This is a different model than traditionally copyrighted materials.OER are
definedasteachinglearning,andresearh resoucesthat residein the public
domainor havebeerreleasednderanintellectuapropertylicenseghatpermits
their free use an@+purposing Y othersklewlett Foundatior).

Our opentextbooksare openy licensedusing aCreative Commonsgicense
andare offeredin variouse-bookformatdreeof chargeor asprintedbooksthat
are aailable at cost.

For more infbormation about this pject, pease contacipentext@bccampus.ca

If you ae an instructor to is using this boo&rfa courselease let us kno


http://open.bccampus.ca/
http://www.hewlett.org/programs/education/open-educational-resources
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
mailto:opentext@bccampus.ca
http://open.bccampus.ca/find-open-textbooks/stay-informed/
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Notes to the Instructor

| have often struggledto find readingmaterialsthat rise to the wisdomthat

Lewel 1 learnersso often bring to the classoom, while still drawing on plain

languageSol soughtto write texts aboutthingsthat realyy matter: healing,
discavery, survival,relationshipgustice andconnectiorto theland.l exgdored

these themes thugh the lens of thé&apt world.

This readercontainsnine original storieswritten specificalt for adultsandis
designedo accompaynthe BCReadsAdultLitelacyFundament&hglisid Course
Packl. Thislewel 1 readeroneof aseriesf sixreaderss roughi/ equialentto
beginner to Grade 1.5 in thd Ksgtem.

Font sizeand line spacingcanbe adjustedn the online view and have been
enhancedbr theprint andPDF versiondor easiereadingThisreadehasbeen
revieved ly subject expertsoim colleges and uensgities.

| hopethesepagedhelpignite in your students lifelonglove of readingand
discovery.

-Shantel\its
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Sweetgrass

Maxusedto live on the street.Now helivesin ahousefor otherkids fromthe
street.


http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/08/Sweetgrass1.jpg

One of the warkers at the house is named Dan. Darees|(® Max.


http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/08/Sweetgrass2.jpg

Oneday, DantakesMaxto pick sweetgrasd.heywalk outontothewetland.The
sweetgrass verytall. It bendsvhentheysteponit. Butit doesnot break.Dan
sg/s, OThe s@tgrass tells us to be kirftewve ae hurtO


http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/08/Sweetgrass3.jpg

Danaskghesweetgrassg hecanpickit. ThenDanandMaxpickwhattheyneed.
Theyleave therootsin the land.Thisway, the sweetgrassvill grow againnext
year



After that,theymale the sweetgrasmto abraid.DantellsMaxthat sweetgrass
takesaway badfeelingslt malkesroom for happy feelingsSo Max keepsthe
sweetgrass close.


http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/08/Sweetgrass5.jpg

A New Flower

My grandmahasne\er beenon a plane.But shegetson a planewhensheis 82
years old. She gets orlame to see me.


http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/07/airplane-749535_1280.jpg

One dg, we go ér a valk. She lis the flaers on g street.


http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/06/walk-810247_1280.jpg

Backhome shehasmary gadenbedsSheis in threeflower clubs Sheputsher
plants in flever shavs. She knas a lot about flgers.


http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/07/Grandma-Many-Flowers-zoomed-out.jpg

Buttoday sheseesiflower shehasnotseerbebre.OWatisthis?Grandmaasks.
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/07/what-is-this.jpg

My friend Dave knows. He tellsherwhatthe flower is. Shelooksat Dave for a
long time.
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/06/dave.jpg

Back home, men hunt.
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/06/hunting-583086_1280.jpg

Back home, men fish.
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/06/fisherman-585707_1280.jpg

Back home, men farm.
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/06/soil-386749_1280.jpg

But back home, men do not wnabout flavers.
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/06/sunflower-755272_1280.jpg

She tag&s this in. She smiles. Thenge on.
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/07/grandma5-e1437427759533.jpg

She hopes to seere flovers she has rexvseen befe.
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/07/she-hopes-to-see-more-flowers.jpg

The Sack Garden

This is Meg. Meg lives in South Africa. She hasdhkids.
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/08/Meg1.jpg

It is had to feedher kids. White peope own mostof the farmlandin South
Africa. Meg does not kia land dr a gaden. Bod costs a lot of money
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/08/Meg2.jpg

But Meghasavery goodway to grow food.Shefindsabig sackSheputsrocks
in the middleof the sack Shefills the restof the sackwith dirt. Shemaleslittle
holedn thesideof the sackSheputsatomatoplantin onehole.Sheputsabean
plantin onehole.Sheputsagreenpeppelplantin onehole.Sheputseggpantin
the top of the sack. Shaters the sack gin fom the top.
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/08/Meg3.jpg

Her gadendoesnot needmuchwater. Her gadendoesnot needmuchroom.
Her gadendoesot costmuchmoneyto male.Her gadendoesnot have mary
weeds.
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/08/Meg4.jpg

Now Meg canded her kids.
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/08/Meg5.jpg

Val's Garden

| amnewto thecity. | do not know anyone.Butanold womanlivesnextdoor.
Her name isal. She ges me a big hof \egetables.
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/08/Vals-Garden-1.jpg

Shegrowsthemin agaidenby thesidevalk. There are carrots,tomatoesheans,
andpeasTheyare the bestvegetables ever ate.Val livesalone too. But she
seemdappy in her gaden.Shelovesthoseplants.Sometimed, canhearher

talking to them. fdybe that is i they gow so big.
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/08/Vals-Garden-2.jpg

Oneday, | stopseeingvalin thegarden.l seepeope take mary baxesfrom her
homeWeedgrow in hergaden.Thedirt isdry. The plantslook sad Val must
have passed on.
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/08/Vals-Garden-3.jpg

So | pull the eeds. | ater the galen. | egn talk to thelpnts.
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/08/Vals-Garden-4.jpg

Thena family movesnextdoor. Theyare newto the ci~ty. Theydo not know
anyone And | gie them a big kmf vegetablesdm \al® gaden.
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/08/Vals-Garden-5.jpg

GM Food

It is hard to be a farmer Cold weathercankill your crops.Bugscaneatyour

crops Weedscanhurt your crops.Your cropsmay needmorerain thantheyget.
Fruits andvegetablesango badbebre theyare sold.Somepeope sg farmers
can fix all this with GMbbd.
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/06/farmer.jpg

Whatis GM food?All living thingshave DNA. DNA tellsliving thingshow to
grow. Thesalays,peope canchangehe DNA thattellsfoodhow to grow. When
peope change theNA of bod, it is called GMvdd.
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/06/laboratory-385349_1280.jpg

SomeGM foodcangrow in coldweatherGM foodcanstopbugsromeatingt.
GM fruits andvegetablesanstay goodlonger Oneday, GM food may beable
to grow in dry land in Africat Will feed pedpe who do not hge muchdod.
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/06/corn-crop.jpg
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Butthereisalot wedonotknow aboutGM food.Will GM companiekelppoor
peoje grow food?Or do GM companiegustwantto getrich?DoesGM food
kill bugswe need ike butterflies™oesGM food male birds sick?DoesGM
foodmale peope sick AW Medo notknow. Therehave notbeemmary testson GM
food.
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/06/March_Against_Monsanto_Vancouver.jpg

Do you think farmers shouldayy GM food?
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/06/grocery-shopping.jpg

Tomatoes

Thetomatoisfrom SouthAmericaWhenthetomatocameo Europe peopedid
not eatit. Doctorssaidit would make themsick.Sopeope justgrewtomatoes
because they loadk nice.
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/06/tomato1.jpg

Now peope from all over the world eattomatoesTomatoesre usedin sauce,
soup,uice,salsaandketchup.Thetomatois very goodfor you.Only atomato
leaf or stem will makyou sick.
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/06/ketchup.jpg

Peope do oddthingswith tomatoesPeope grow tomatoesn spaceTherisa
big tomatofight every yearin SpainA longtime ago peope would tossa bad
tomato vihen they sa a shw they did not li&.
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/06/tomato-fight.jpg

In Canadamary tomatoesare grown on big farms.The farmsbring in poor
peoje from far away to helpgrow tomatoesWithout theseworkers,the farms
couldnot run. Buttheworkersdo not getmuchmoneyCanadaloesnot letthe

workers stg hee. Mary peoje s& this is not fair
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/06/migrant-farm-worker.jpg

Most farmspick tomatoedebre theyare ripe. Theylastlongerthis way. But
these tomatoes do not taste as good. So lotslefgm@@pheir avn tomatoes.
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/06/homegrown-tomatoes.jpg

Grow Your Own Tomatoes

Tomatoeghat you grow are betterthantomatoeghat you buy. You cangrow
tomatoes inside iby do not hae a gatden.

You need:

¥ Tomato seeds

¥ A big pot (50 cm deep

¥ Potting soil ihary big bod shops sell this
¥ A windav
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/07/tomato-woman.jpg

Fll the pot with potting soil.Packthe soildown alittle bit. Putaseedn top of
the soilAdd a bit mog soil on top.
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/06/put-soil-in-pot.jpg
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Addwater. Thesoilmustalwaysbeabit wet. Seed$iketo bewarm.Putyour pot
in a varm pace.tldoes not need suety
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/06/watering-can-397301_1280.jpg

Theplantwill grow above the soil.Putthe plantby a window. The plant needs
four hoursof sunaday. You cantie the stemto astickto helpthe plant stay up.
Always leep the soil a bitetv
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/06/window-tomato-e1437237731454.jpg

Pick the tomatoesh&n theyare the samead colour top to bottor&njoy!
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/06/eat-tomatoes.jpg

Canada's Tallest Tree

A mannamedRandylikedto hunttreesHelookedfor bigtreesandoldtreesHe
mademapso shav wherethesdreeswvere.He did not wantto cutthemdown.
He wanted pedp to tak cae of them.
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/06/randy.jpg

Randywastold of averytall treeon Vancouer Island.Thetreewassaidto be
314feettall. Thatwould maleit thetallesttreein CanadaRandysetoutto find
the tree.
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/06/The_Carmanah_Giant.jpg

~

Butsomeonelsefoundit first. It wasfoundby alogger Loggersvantedto cut
down Canada(allest &e and all thedes ayund it.
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/06/tree-feller.jpg

Provincial
Park

Randymadea pathin the forestso peope couldseethetall tree.Thetreewas
sobigandbeautifulit wouldfill themwith awe.More andmore peojpe wanted
to save that forest. Thanksto thesepeope, that forestis now a park. Canada0
tallestiree is still thex.
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/06/Carmanah_walbran_park.jpg

There may still beabiggertreeout there. Maybeyou will find it. Butthere are
only a éw old drests left in BC. 3y ae still at risk of being cutwlo.
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/06/clear-cut-forest.jpg

Arctic Plants

Someplantsgrow in landthatis rich. Someplantsgrow where there is alot of
sun.Theseplantsdoverywell.Butthereis somethindgpeautifulaboutplantsthat
grow against the odds.
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/06/dandelion-729693_1280.jpg

Way upin thearctic,thelandis coldandhard. Thewinterislonganddark.But
the actic pgants find a ay to get .
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/06/arctic.jpg

S mmercomesdor justafewweeksTheiceturnsto water. Plantdeginto grow.
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/06/arctic-plants.jpg

Arcticmosgyrowsontheland.lt addsabit of heatsothatotherplantscangrow,
too.
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/06/arctic-moss.jpg

Arctic plantsstay together Whenthey stay togetherthe coldwindsare not so
bad.
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/06/arctic-plants-stay-together.jpg

i

In otherplacestreedry to grow to thesky. Buttheywouldnotlastin thearctic.
Sothe arctic willow is not like the othertrees.The arctic willow grows on its
side. i grows along the land. Thisyrae odd, but it @vks.
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/06/arctic-willow.jpg

Thesunis out all day andall night. But the sunwill goaway soon.Sothearctic
poppy alvays looks on the bright side. Thetiarpoppy alvays faces the sun.
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http://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader1/wp-content/uploads/sites/88/2015/06/Arctic_Poppy_2001-07-16.jpg

Yes, thez is something beautiful abolaings that gow against the odds.
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