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Preface


Congratulations! You applied and were accepted into a graduate-level program at [fill in the blank] university. In your first research methods class, your assignment is to do a comprehensive literature review on a topic of your choice. It sounds easy enough – just find a few articles related to your topic and summarize, right? You probably did this type of annotated bibliography as an undergraduate and are pretty optimistic about doing another one. As the professor and other classmates talk more about the demands and expectations for this literature review, however, you may begin to feel less confident. If it’s any consolation, you are not alone.
 
  Writing a literature review involves a synthesis of a complex range of analytical and rhetorical skills as well as academic writing skills, and an understanding of what is meant by critical analysis and argument.(Turner & Bitchener, 2008).


 At the same time, there is often a disconnect between what faculty expect in terms of research and writing skills and what incoming graduate students understand about how to conduct a literature review. At the graduate level, and especially when preparing a thesis or dissertation, the literature review is a high-stakes document that introduces the novice researcher to the scholarly conversation of his/her discipline for the first time. Students are often surprised that the specific research and writing skills needed to do a graduate-level literature review aren’t taught in class, while faculty may assume students already have these skills (Harris, 2011). As a result, “most graduate students receive little or no formal training in how to analyze and synthesize the research literature in their field” (Boote & Beile, 2005, p. 5). It is for these students that we write this book.
 Literature Reviews for Education and Nursing Graduate Students introduces you to the components of the stand-alone literature review and prepares you to write one of your own. This open textbook is designed to help students in graduate-level nursing and education programs recognize the significant role the literature review plays in the research process and synthesize and cite key sources with confidence. Although specific examples are generally nursing or education related, most of the content is also applicable to other students in the social sciences. Likewise, this textbook is openly licensed, meaning it is available at no cost to anyone in the world who would like to use it. Instructors (and others) may freely edit or modify it and assign as much or as little as needed.
 Literature Reviews for Education and Nursing Graduate Students is written for new graduate students and novice researchers just entering the work of their chosen discipline. It is meant to assist “students who can complete course assignments to scholars who can make a contribution to their respective fields.” (Switzer & Perdue, 2011, p. 12). The book was written by two librarians with expertise guiding nursing and education graduate students through the literature review research and writing process. We include in the book examples from the literature of nursing and education to facilitate a greater understanding of what it means to be a successful graduate student. Our intent is to promote the idea that the literature review is a dynamic and complex synthesis of research and writing that is quite different than an annotated bibliography.
 Literature Reviews for Education and Nursing Graduate Students covers topics related to literature review research and writing. Chapter 1 provides an overview of literature reviews and their purpose. Chapters 2 and 3 relate to getting started with the review, including how to develop a research question or hypothesis. Chapters 4 and 5 deal with the research process, that is, where to find relevant sources and how to evaluate their credibility. Chapters 6 and 7 discuss how to document sources and, one of the most difficult tasks novice researchers face, how to synthesize information. Chapter 8 is focused on writing your own literature review. A short conclusion and an answer key to questions asked in previous chapters complete the text. Each chapter begins with a summary of learning objectives for that chapter and concludes with a set of questions to assess your understanding of the topics covered. Examples, tutorials, videos, additional resources, websites and/or activities are provided. Finally, at the end of each chapter you will find a list of works cited as well as image attributions.
 Although this textbook does not contain all of the answers you will need to successfully write a literature review, the authors hope that when used in combination with all of the other experiences you will have as a graduate student, it will help you to become the researcher and scholar you want to be.
 References
 Boote, D.N., & Beile, P. (2005). Scholars before researchers: On the centrality of the dissertation literature review in research preparation. Educational Researcher 34(6), 3-15.
 Harris, C.S. (2011). The case for partnering doctoral students with librarians: A synthesis of the literatures. Library Review 60(7), 599-620.
 Switzer, A., & Perdue, A.S. (2011). Dissertation 101: A research and writing intervention for education graduate students. Education Libraries 34(1), 4-14.
 Turner, E., & Bitchener, J. (2008). An approach to teaching the writing of literature reviews. Zeitschrift Schreiben. https://zeitschrift-schreiben.eu/globalassets/zeitschrift-schreiben.eu/2008/turner_approach_teaching.pdf
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 If you adopt this book, as a core or supplemental resource, please report your adoption in order for us to celebrate your support of students’ savings. Report your commitment at www.openlibrary.ecampusontario.ca.
 We invite you to adapt this book further to meet your and your students’ needs. Please let us know if you do! If you would like to use Pressbooks, the platform used to make this book, contact eCampusOntario for an account using open@ecampusontario.ca.
 If this text does not meet your needs, please check out our full library at www.openlibrary.ecampusontario.ca. If you still cannot find what you are looking for, connect with colleagues and eCampusOntario to explore creating your own open education resource (OER).
 About eCampusOntario
 eCampusOntario is a not-for-profit corporation funded by the Government of Ontario. It serves as a centre of excellence in online and technology-enabled learning for all publicly funded colleges and universities in Ontario and has embarked on a bold mission to widen access to post-secondary education and training in Ontario. This textbook is part of eCampusOntario’s open textbook library, which provides free learning resources in a wide range of subject areas. These open textbooks can be assigned by instructors for their classes and can be downloaded by learners to electronic devices or printed for a low cost by our printing partner, The University of Waterloo. These free and open educational resources are customizable to meet a wide range of learning needs, and we invite instructors to review and adopt the resources for use in their courses.
 









Chapter 1: Introduction



  Learning Objectives

  At the conclusion of this chapter, you will be able to:

  
    	Identify the purpose of the literature review in 

	Chapter 2: What is a Literature Review? -- Literature Reviews for Education and Nursing Graduate Students
	
	

		





Chapter 2: What is a Literature Review?



  Learning Objectives

  At the conclusion of this chapter, you will be able to:

  
    	Recognize how information is created and how it evolves over time.

    	Identify how the information cycle impacts the reliability of the information.

    	Select information sources appropriate to information need.

  


 2.1 Overview of information
 Because a literature review is a summary and analysis of the relevant publications on a topic, we first have to understand what is meant by ‘the literature’. 

	Chapter 3: How to Get Started -- Literature Reviews for Education and Nursing Graduate Students
	
	

		





Chapter 3: How to Get Started



  Learning Objectives

  At the conclusion of this chapter, you will be able to:

  
    	Develop and refine a viable research question for your literature review

  


 3.1 Topic selection
 If the longest journey begins with the first step, most graduate-level literature reviews begin with choosing a relevant, appropriate, interesting topic about which to do the review. 

	Chapter 4: Where to Find the Literature -- Literature Reviews for Education and Nursing Graduate Students
	
	

		





Chapter 4: Where to Find the Literature



  Learning Objectives

  At the conclusion of this chapter, you will be able to:

  
    	Search a library catalog to locate electronic and print books.

    	Search databases to find scholarly articles, dissertations, and conference proceedings.

    	Retrieve a copy or the full text of information sources

    	Identify and locate core resources in your discipline or topic area

  


 4.1 Overview of discovery
 Discovery, or background research, is something that happens at the beginning of the research process when you are just learning about a topic. It is a search for general information to get the big picture of a topic for exploration, ideas about subtopics and context for the actual focused research you will do later. It is also a time to build a list of distinctive, broad, narrow, and related search terms.
 Discovery happens again when you are ready to focus in on your research question and begin your own literature review. There are two crucial elements to discovering the literature for your review with the least amount of stress as possible: the places you look and the words you use in your search.
 The places you look depend on:
 
  	The stage you are in your research

  	The disciplines represented in your research question

  	The importance of currency in your research topic


 Review the information and publication cycles discussed in Chapter 2 to put those sources of this information in context.
 The words you use will help you locate existing literature on your topic, as well as topics that may be closely related to yours. There are two categories for these words:
 
  	Keywords – the natural language terms we think of when we discuss and read about a topic

  	Subject terms – the assigned vocabulary for a catalog or database


 The words you use during both the initial and next stage of discovery should be recorded in some way throughout the literature search process. Additional terms will come to light as you read and as your question becomes more specific. You will want to keep track of those words and terms, as they will be useful in repeating your searches in additional databases, catalogs, and other repositories. Later in this chapter, we will discuss how putting the two elements (the places we look and the words we use) together can be enhanced by the use of Boolean operators and discipline-specific thesauri.
 Discovery is an iterative process. There is not a straight, bright line from beginning to end. You will go back into the literature throughout the writing of your literature review as you uncover gaps in the evidence and as additional questions arise.
 
  
    [image: ]
  
  Figure 4.1


 4.2 Finding sources: Places to look
 Let’s take some time to look at where the information sources you need for your literature review are located, indexed, and stored. At this stage, you have a general idea of your research area and have done some background searching to learn the scope and the context of your topic. You have begun collecting keywords to use in your later searching. Now, as you focus in on your literature review topic, you will take your searches to the databases and other repositories to see what the other researchers and scholars are saying about the topic.
 The following resources are ordered from the more general and established information to the more recent and specific. Although it is possible to find some of these resources by searching the open web, using a search engine like Google or Google Scholar, this is not the most efficient or effective way to search for and discover research material. As a result, most of the resources described in this section are found from within academic library catalogs and databases, rather than internet search engines.
 4.2.1 Finding books and ebooks
 4.2.1.1 Books
 Look to books for broad and general information that is useful for background research. Books are “essential guides to understanding theory and for helping you to validate the need for your study, confirm your choice of literature, and certify (or contradict) its findings.” (Fink, 4th ed., 2014, p. 77). In this section, we will consider print and electronic books as well as print and electronic encyclopedias.
 
  Most academic libraries use the Library of Congress classification system to organize their books and other resources. The Library of Congress classification system divides a library’s collection into 21 classes or categories. A specific letter of the alphabet is assigned to each class. More detailed divisions are accomplished with two and three letter combinations. Book shelves in most academic libraries are marked with a Library of Congress letter-number combination to correspond to the Library of Congress letter-number combination on the spines of library materials. This is often referred to as a call number and it is noted in the catalog record of every physical item on the library shelves. (Bennard et al, 2014a)


 The Library of Congress (LC) classification for Education (General) is L7-991, with LA, LB, LC, LD, LE, LG, LH, LJ, and LT subclasses. For example,
 LB3012.2.L36 1995
Beyond the Schoolhouse Gate: Free Speech and the Inculcation of Values
 In Nursing, the LC subject range is RT1-120. A book with this LC call number might look like: R121.S8 1990 Stedman’s Medical Dictionary. Areas related to nursing that are outside that range include:
 R121 Medical dictionaries
 R726.8 Hospice care
 R858-859.7 Medical informatics
 RB37 Diagnostic and laboratory tests
 RB115 Nomenclature (procedural coding – CPT, ICD9)
 RC69-71 Diagnosis
 RC86.7 Emergency medicine
 RC266 Oncology nursing
 RC952-954.6 Geriatrics
 RD93-98 Wound care
 RD753 Orthopedic nursing
 RG951 Maternal child nursing / Obstetrical nursing
 RJ245 Pediatric nursing
 RM216 Nutrition and diet therapy
 RM301.12 Drug guides
 In most libraries, there is a collection of reference material kept in a specific section. These books, consisting of encyclopedias, dictionaries, thesauri, handbooks, atlases, and other material contain useful background or overview information about topics. Ask the librarian for help in finding an appropriate reference book. Although reference material can only be used in the library, other print books will likely be in what’s called the “circulating collection,” meaning they are available to check out.
 4.2.1.2 Ebooks
 The library also provides access to electronic reference material. Some are subject specific and others are general reference sources. Although each resource will have a different “look” just as different print encyclopedias and dictionaries look different, each should have a search box. Most will have a table of contents for navigation within the work. Content includes pages of text in books and encyclopedias and occasionally, videos. In all cases you will be able to collect background information and search terms to use later.
 North American academic libraries buy or subscribe to individual ebook titles as well as collections of ebooks. Ebooks appear on various publisher and platforms, such as Springer, Cambridge, ebrary (ProQuest), EBSCO, and Safari to name a few. Although access to these ebooks varies by platform, you can find the ebook titles your library has access to through the library catalog. You can generally read the entire book online, and you can often download single chapters or a limited number of pages. You may be able to download an entire ebook without restrictions, or you may have to ‘check it out’ for a limited period of time. Some downloads will be in PDF format, others use another type of free ebook viewing software, like ePUB. Unlike public library ebook collections, most academic library ebooks are not be downloadable to ereader devices, such as Amazon’s Kindle
 4.2.1.3 The Library Catalog
 In general, everything owned or licensed by a library is indexed in “the library catalog”. Although most library catalogs are now sophisticated electronic products called ‘integrated library systems’, they began as wooden card filing cabinets where researchers could look for books by author, title, or subject.
 
  
    [image: ]
  
  Figure 4.2


 While the look and feel of current integrated library systems vary between libraries, they operate in similar ways. Most library catalogs are quickly found from a library’s home page or website. The library catalog is the quickest way to find books and ebooks on your topic.
 Here are some general tips for locating books in a library catalog:
 
  	Use the search box generally found on a library’s home page to start a search.


 
  	Type a book title, author name, or subject keywords into the search box.

  	You will be directed to a results page.

  	If you click on a book title or see an option to see more details about the book, you can look at its full bibliographic record, which provides more information about the book, as well as where to find the book. Pay particular attention to subjects associated with the item, adding relevant and appropriate terms to your list of search terms for future use.


 
  	If you want to have more control over search results, you can try an “Advanced Search” within the library catalog 	Look for an “Advanced Search” option near the basic or single search box
	The options within the advanced catalog search window allow you to limit searches by: 	Publication Year
	Subject
	Call number
	And more…





  	There is generally a “Format” list on the advanced search page screen. This list will give you options for limiting format to Print Books or Ebooks.

  	You can limit searches to a specific library or libraries to narrow by location or ‘search everything’ to broaden your search.


 
  
    [image: Screenshot of the OCLC WorldCat search. There are options to search "Everything," or only "Books," "DVDs," "CDs," and "Articles." There is also the option to complete an advanced search, or to "Find a library." Two taglines read "Find items in libraries near you. 2 billion items available here through a library." and "WorldCat connects you to the collections and services of more than 10,000 libraries worldwide...[link to learn more]".]
  
  Figure 4.3


 OCLC WorldCat (https://www.worldcat.org/) is the world’s largest network of library content and it provides another way to search for books and ebooks. For students who do not have immediate access to an academic library catalog, WorldCat is a way to search many library catalogs at once for an item and then locate a library near you that may own or subscribe to it. Whether you will be able check the item out, request it, place an interlibrary loan request for it, or have it shipped will depend on local library policy. Note that like your own library catalog, WorldCat has a single search box, an Advanced search feature, and a way to limit by format and location.
 4.2.2 Finding scholarly articles
 While books and ebooks provide good background information on your topic, the main body of the literature in your research area will be found in academic journals. Scholarly journals are the main forum for research publication. Unlike books and professional magazines that may comment or summarize research findings, articles in scholarly journals are written by a researcher or research team. These authors will report in detail original study findings, and will include the data used. Articles in academic journals also go through a screening or peer-review process before publication,implying a higher level of quality and reliability. For the most current, authoritative information on a topic, scholars and researchers look to the published, scholarly literature. That said,
 
  Journals, and the articles they contain, are often quite expensive. Libraries spend a large part of their collection budget subscribing to journals in both print and online formats. You may have noticed that a Google Scholar search will provide the citation to a journal article but will not link to the full text. This happens because Google does not subscribe to journals. It only searches and retrieves freely available web content. However, libraries do subscribe to journals and have entered into agreements to share their journal and book collections with other libraries. If you are affiliated with a library as a student, staff, or faculty member, you have access to many other libraries’ resources, through a service called interlibrary loan. Do not pay the large sums required to purchase access to articles unless you do not have another way to obtain the material, and you are unable to find a substitute resource that provides the information you need. (Bennard et al, 2014a)


 4.2.2.1 Databases
 A database is an electronic system for organizing information. Journal databases are where the scholarly articles are organized and indexed for searching. Anyone with an internet connection has free access to public databases such as PubMed and ERIC. Students can also search in library-subscribed general information databases (such as EBSCO’s Academic Search Premier) or a specialized or subject specific database (for example, a ProQuest version of CINAHL for Nursing or ERIC for Education).
 Library databases store and display different types of information sets than a library catalog or Google Scholar. There are different types of databases that include:
 
  	Indexes– with citations only

  	Abstract databases – with citations and abstracts only

  	Full text databases – with citations and the full text of articles, reports, and other materials


 Library databases are often connected to each other by means of a “link resolver”, allowing different databases to “talk to each other.” For example, if you are searching an index database and discover an article you want to read in its entirety, you can click on a link resolver that takes you to another database where the full-text of the article is held. If the full-text is not available, an automated form to request the item from another library may be an option.
 Why search a database instead of Google Scholar or your library catalog? Both can lead you to good articles BUT:
 
  	The content is wide-ranging but not comprehensive or as current as a database that may be updated daily.

  	Google Scholar doesn’t disclose its criteria for what makes the results “scholarly’ and search results often vary in quality and availability.

  	Neither gives you as much control over your search as you get in a database.


 4.2.2.2 Citation searches
 Another way to find additional books and articles on your topic is to mine the reference lists of books and articles you already found. By tracing literature cited in published titles, you not only add to your understanding of the scholarly conversation about your research topic but also enrich your own literature search.
 A citation is a reference to an item that gives enough information for you to identify it and find it again if necessary. You can use the citations in the material you found to lead you to other resources. Generally, citations include four elements:
 
  	Author

  	Title

  	Source

  	Date


 For example,
 
  
    [image: Figure 4.4 illustrates the different parts of a scholarly article citation, including author, date of publication, title of the article, title of the journal, volume, issue, and pages. The example shown is in APA format. Example citation item containing information in this order: Author. (Year). Article Title. Journal Title (italicized). Volume (Issue). Pages of article. The example shown following this order is: Schrecker, E. (2003). The Free speech movementL Reflections on Berkeley in the 1960s. Pacific Historical Review (italicized). 72 (4) 669-670.]
  
  Figure 4.4 Article citation


 For a good summary of how to read a citation for a book, book chapter, and journal article in both APA and MLA format, see this explanation
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Chapter 5: Evaluating Sources



  Learning Objectives

  At the conclusion of this chapter, you will be able to:

  
    	Critically evaluate the sources of the information you have found.

    	Evaluate the content of selected material for your purposes.

  


 5.1 Overview of evaluation of sources
 Searching for information is often nonlinear and iterative, requiring the evaluation of a range of information sources and the mental flexibility to pursue alternate avenues as new understanding develops. (Association of College & Research Libraries, 2016).
 You developed a viable research question, compiled a list of subject headings and keywords and spent a great deal of time searching the literature of your discipline or topic for sources. It’s now time to evaluate all of the information you found. Not only do you want to be sure of the source and the quality of the information, but you also want to determine whether each item is appropriate fit for your own review. This is also the point at which you make sure that you have searched out publications for all areas of your research question and go back into the literature for another search, if necessary.
 In general, when we discuss evaluation of sources we are talking about looking at quality, accuracy, relevance, bias, reputation, currency, and credibility factors in a specific work, whether it’s a book, ebook, article, website, or blog posting. Before you include a source in your literature review, you should clearly understand what it is and why you are including it. According to Bennard et al., (2014), “Using inaccurate, irrelevant, or poorly researched sources can affect the quality of your own work.” (para. 4).
 When evaluating a work for inclusion in, or exclusion from, your literature review, ask yourself a series of questions about each source.
 5.1.1 Evaluating books
 For primary and secondary sources you located in your search, use the ASAP mnemonic to evaluate inclusion in your literature review:
 5.1.1.1 Age
 Is it outdated? The answer to this question depends on your topic. If you are comparing historical classroom management techniques, something from 1965 might be appropriate. In Nursing, unless you are doing a historical comparison, a textbook from 5 years ago might be too dated for your needs.
 A General Rule of Thumb:
 5 years, maximum: medicine, health, education, technology, science
 10-20 years: history, literature, art
 5.1.1.2 Sources
 Check reference or bibliography sources as well as those listed in footnotes or endnotes. Skim the list to see what kinds of sources the author used. When were the sources published? If the author is primarily citing works from 10 or 15 years ago, the book may not be what you need.
 5.1.1.3 Author
 Does the author have the credentials to write on the topic? Does the author have an academic degree or research grant funding? What else has the author published on the topic?
 5.1.1.4 Publisher
 Look for academic presses, including university presses. Books published under popular press imprints (such as Random House or Macmillan, in the U.S.) will not present scholarly research in the same way as Sage, Oxford, Harvard, or the University of Washington Press.
 Other questions to ask about the book you may want to include in your literature review:
 
  	What is the book’s purpose? Why was it written? Who is the intended audience?

  	What is the conclusion or argument? How well is the main argument or conclusion supported?

  	Is it relevant to your research? How is it related to your research question?

  	Do you see any evidence of bias or unsubstantiated data?


 5.1.2 Evaluating websites
 In your research, it is likely you will discover information on the web that you will want to include in your literature review. For example, if your review is related to the current policy issues in public education in the United States, a potentially relevant information source may be a document located on the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) website titled The Condition of Education 2017. Likewise, for nursing, an article titled Discussing Vaccination with Concerned Patients: An Evidence-Based Resource for Healthcare Providers is available through the nursingcenter.com website. How do you evaluate these resources, and others like them?
 Use the RADAR mnemonic (Mandalios, 2013) to evaluate internet sources:
 5.1.2.1 Relevance
 How did you find the website and how is it relevant to your topic?
 
  	Was it recommended by a reliable source?

  	Was it cited in a scholarly source, such as a peer-reviewed journal?

  	Was it linked from a reputable site?


 5.1.2.2 Authority
 Look for the About page to find information about the purpose of the website . You may make a determination of its credibility based on what you find there. Does the page exhibit a particular point of view or bias? For example, a heart association or charter school may be promoting a particular perspective – how might that impact the objectivity of the information located on their site? Is there advertising or is there a product information attached to the content?
 5.1.2.3 Date
 
  	When was the page created?

  	Is it kept up to date?

  	Are the links current and functional?


 5.1.2.4 Appearance
 
  	Does the information presented appear to be factual?

  	Is the language formal or academic?

  	How does it compare to other information you have read on the topic?

  	Are references or links to cited material included?


 5.1.2.5 Reason
 What is the web address or URL? This can give you a clue about the purpose of the website, which may be to debate, advocate, advertise or sell, campaign, or present information. Here are some common domains and their origins:
 
  	.org – An advocacy website for an organization

  	.com – A private or commercial site

  	.net – A network organization or Internet provider/no longer frequently used

  	.edu – The site of a higher educational institution

  	.gov – A federal government site

  	.wa.us – A state government site which may include public schools and community colleges

  	.uk, .ca, .jm – A country site


 Mike Caulfield (2017), the author of Web Literacy for Student Fact-Checkers, recommends a few simple strategies to evaluate a website (as well as social media):
 
  	Check for previous work: Look around to see if someone else has already provided a synthesis of the research described.

  	Go upstream to the source: Go “upstream” to the source of the claim. Most web content is not original. Get to the original source to understand the credibility and reliability of the information.

  	Read laterally: Read laterally. Once you get to the source of a claim, read what other people say about the source (publication, author, etc.). The truth is in the network.


 5.1.3 Evaluating journal articles
 It is likely that most of the resources you locate for your review will be from the scholarly literature of your discipline or in your topic area. As we have already seen, peer-reviewed articles are written by and for experts in a field. They generally describe formal research studies or experiments with the purpose of providing insight on a topic. You may have located these articles through Google, Google Scholar, a subscription or open access database, or citation searching. You now may want to know how to evaluate the usefulness for your research. As with the other resources, you are again looking for authority, accuracy, reliability, relevance, currency, and scope. Looking at each article as a separate and unique artifact, consider these elements in your evaluation:
 5.1.3.1 Credibility/Authority
 ASK: Who is the author? Is this person considered an expert in their field?
 
  	Search the author’s name in a general web search engine like Google.

  	What are the researcher’s academic credentials?

  	What else has this author written? Search by author in the databases and see how much they have published on any given subject.

  	How often or frequently has this article been cited by other scholars?


 Citation analysis is the study of the impact and assumed quality of an article, an author, or an institution, based on the number of times works and/or authors have been cited by others. Google Scholar is a good way to get at this information.
 
  
    [image: Figure 5.1 shows a screen from Google Scholar for a scholarly article. Under the article citation information, the number of times the article has been cited by others is indicated.An example search result in Google Scholar, which lists the Article title (links to article), a brief description, and information about how many people cited the article, related articles, and a web search for the article. The image shows an article titled "The Anatomy of the Grid: Enabling Scalable..." that has been "Cited by 4030"]
  
  Figure 5.1 Google Scholar


 5.1.3.2 Accuracy
 Check the facts. ASK:
 
  	Can statistics be verified through other sources?

  	Does this information seem to fit with what you have read in other sources?


 5.1.3.3 Reliability/Objectivity
 ASK: Is there an obvious bias? That doesn’t mean that you can’t use the information, it just means you need to take the bias into account.
 
  	Is a particular point of view or bias immediately obvious, or does it seem objective at first glance?

  	What point of view does the author represent? Are they clear about their point of view?

  	Is the article an editorial that is trying to argue a position?

  	Is the article in a publication with a particular editorial position?


 5.1.3.4 Relevance
 ASK: The hard questions:
 
  	Is the information relevant to your topic/thesis?

  	How does the article fit into the scope of the literature on this topic?

  	Who is the intended audience for this source? 	Is the material too technical or too clinical?
	Is it too elementary or basic?



  	Does the information support your thesis or help you answer your question, or is it a challenge to make some kind of connection?

  	Does the information present an opposite point of view so you can show that you have addressed all sides of the argument in your paper?


 5.1.3.5 Currency
 ASK:
 
  	When was the source published?

  	How important is current information to your topic, discipline, or paper type?

  	Does older material add to the history of the research? Or do you need something more current to support your thesis?


 5.1.3.6 Scope and Purpose
 To determine and evaluate in this category, ASK:
 
  	Is it a general work that provides an overview of the topic or is it specifically focused on only one aspect of your topic?

  	Does the breadth of the work match your expectations?

  	Is the article meant to inform, explain, persuade or sell something. Be aware of the purpose as you read the content and take that into consideration when deciding whether to use it or not.


 For Nursing and other medical articles ASK:
 
  	What are the research methods used in the article?

  	Where does the method fall in the evidence pyramid? Systematic reviews and meta-analyses are the most credible, with articles that are opinions the least credible.


 
  
    [image: Figure 5.2 shows a triangle with different types of research studies listed in order of reliability and credibility. Meta analysis and systematic reviews are at the top of the pyramid, while animal research and editorials and opinions are at the bottom.]
  
  Figure 5.2 Evidence Pyramid


 
  	Meta Analysis: A systematic review that uses quantitative methods to summarize the results.

  	Systematic Review: An article in which the authors have systematically searched for, appraised, and summarized all of the medical literature on a specific topic.

  	Randomized Controlled Trials (RCTs): RCTs include a randomized group of patients in an experimental group, as well as a control group. These groups are monitored for the variables/outcomes of interest.

  	Cohort Study: Research identifies two groups (cohorts) of patients, one which did receive the exposure of interest, and one which did not, and follows these cohorts for a specified duration of time, in order to measure the outcome of interest.

  	Case Study: Involves identifying patients who have the outcome of interest (cases) and control patients without the same outcome, and looks to see if they had the exposure of interest.

  	Animal Research / Lab Studies: Information creation begins at the bottom of the pyramid: This is where ideas and laboratory research take place. Ideas turn into therapies and diagnostic tools, which are then tested with lab models and animals.

  	Background Information / Expert Opinion: Handbooks, encyclopedias, and textbooks often provide a good foundation or introduction and often include generalized information about a condition. While background information presents a convenient summary, it typically takes about three years for this type of literature to be published.


 5.1.4 Evaluating Social Media
 Although social media (for example, Twitter or Facebook) is generally treated as an object under study rather than a source of information on a topic, the prevalence of social media as communication and sharing platforms must be acknowledged. It’s important to be skeptical of these sources, especially for inclusion in a literature review. However, as with any other web resource,you can evaluate a social media posting for authenticity by asking the following questions:
 
  	Location of the source – Is the author in the place they are tweeting or posting about?

  	Network – Who is in the author’s network and who follows the account?

  	Content – Can the information be corroborated from other sources?

  	Contextual updates – Does the author usually post or tweet on this topic? If so, what did past or updated posts say? Do they fill in more details?

  	Reliability – does the author cite sources and are those sources reliable? (Sheridan Libraries, 2017)


 5.2 In Summary
 Another way to think about evaluation of sources is to ask the 5W questions:
 
  	What type of document is it?

  	Who created it?

  	Why was the material published?

  	When was it published?

  	Where was the resource published?

  	How was the information gathered and presented? (Radom, 2017)


 Locating sources for your literature review by using discovery layers, library catalogs, databases, search engines, and other search platforms may take a great deal of time and effort. Does everything you found and retrieved have value or worth to you as you write your own literature review? If the resource has not met the criteria above and you can’t justify its place in your literature review, it doesn’t deserve to be mentioned in your work. Include high-quality materials that are current, accurate, credible, and most importantly relevant to your research question, hypothesis, or topic.
 
  Practice

  Evaluate a Website

  Watch this short video:

  Using a search engine like Google, do a quick search for a topic that interests you. Select a website from your list of results and evaluate it using the elements of website evaluation listed earlier in this chapter.

  
    	How did you find the website?

    	What is the domain name (the URL) of the site?

    	What can you learn about the author/s of the site?

    	When was the site last updated?

    	Is it accurate based on what you know about the topic?

    	Are there references?

    	Do you notice any bias?

    	Is the site functional? (re links working? Or do they lead to non-functional pages?)

  

  Evaluate a Book

  Select a subject specific book or ebook that you can access quickly and evaluate it based on the ASAP criteria.

  
    	Author

    	Sources

    	Age

    	Publisher

  

  Evaluate an Article

  You can practice evaluation using the attached articles. You don’t need to spend a lot of time with the article, but see if you can identify each of the elements of evaluation. Remember the elements of evaluation for articles are:

  
    	Authority/Credibility or Study Design for Nursing

    	Accuracy

    	Reliability/Objectivity

    	Relevance

    	Currency

    	Scope and Purpose

  

  For Education: Quality standards in e-learning: A matrix of analysis (Frydenberg, 2002).

  For Nursing: Beliefs and attitudes towards participating in genetic research (Kerath et al, 2013).


 
  Test Yourself

  Check the Answer Key

  For Nursing students: Your topic is the relationship between autism and vaccinations. Which of the two resources would you include in your literature review? Why?

  
    	Hviid, Anders, Michael Stellfield, Jan Wohlfart, and Mads Melbye. “Association Between Thimerosal-Containing Vaccine and Autism.” Journal of the American Medical Association 290, no. 13 (October 1, 2003): 1763–1766. http://jama.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?articleid=197365

    	Chepkemoi Maina, Lillian, Simon Karanja, and Janeth Kombich. “Immunization Coverage and Its Determinants among Children Aged 12–23 Months in a Peri-Urban Area of Kenya.” Pan-African Medical Journal 14, no.3 (February 1, 2013). http://www.panafrican-med-journal.com/content/article/14/3/full/

  

  For Education students: Your topic is music therapy in kindergarten classrooms in the United States. Which of the two resources would you include in your literature review? Why?”

  
    	Simpson, Kate, and Deb Keen. “Music Interventions for Children with Autism: Review of the Literature.” Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders 41, no. 11 (November 2011): 1507-1514.

    	Bowman, Robert. “Approaches for Counseling Children Through Music.” Elementary School Guidance and Counseling 21, no. 4 (April 1987): 284-91.
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Chapter 6: Documenting Sources



  Learning Objectives

  At the conclusion of this chapter, you will be able to:

  
    	Select a citation management system that works for you

    	Record and organize relevant material in a citation management system

  


 6.1 Overview of documenting sources
 A graduate-level literature review is a significant undertaking and will require some decisions about information organization, record-keeping, and notes management. Make these decisions before you begin your intensive review of the literature. Some of the decisions you will need to make include things like document-naming conventions, choosing a citation management tool that fits your needs, and setting up journal alerts.
 Once you have identified and located materials for your literature review, you will organize, analyze, and synthesize them as the next step in literature review process. Here are some general guidelines for how you treat the articles at this stage:
 
  	Skim the articles as you gather them to get an idea of the general purpose and content. Focus on the abstract, introduction, first few paragraphs, and the conclusion.

  	Record notes and impressions on the article directly in the citation management tool you choose. Record specific aspects or significant keywords of the article that are relevant to your review. General remarks, such as ‘good source’ or ‘interesting idea,’ won’t help you later on.

  	Pay special attention to major trends or patterns, possible gaps in the literature, and relationships among studies, especially noting or highlighting landmark studies that led to subsequent ones in the same area.

  	Group the articles into categories or folders, such as topics and subtopics. Also group articles that you have placed within these categories chronologically. You can print out each article and organize the paper copies into categories or you take advantage of technology by using citation management software to store and organize your articles.


 
  
    [image: ]
  
  Figure 6.1


 Begin to group sources into broad categories and then organize chronologically or alphabetically by author’s last name. Broad general categories might include:
 
  	Themes or Concepts

  	Theories

  	Policies

  	Programs

  	Populations

  	Methodologies

  	Questions for further research


 Other broad organization schemes might relate to the PICO or SPICE models mentioned in Chapter 3. We will discuss organization and synthesis in more detail in Chapter 7.
 
  	Develop a standardized naming convention for folders and files. Names should be kept as short as possible whilst also being meaningful, concise, and standardized. For example, PolicyCttee2017 or GuidelinesRegulationsHarrison is more useful than LitReviewArticle1.


 Other useful file naming conventions can be found The University of Edinburgh Records Management Office (2017). Examples include:
 
  	
    Avoid unnecessary repetition and redundancy in file names and file paths.
  

  	
    Use capital letters to delimit words, not spaces or underscores
  

  	
    When including a personal name in a file name give the family name first followed by the initials.
  

  	
    Avoid using common words such as ‘draft’ or ‘letter’ at the start of file names, unless doing so will make it easier to retrieve the record.
  

  	
    Order the elements in a file name in the most appropriate way to retrieve the record.
  

  	
    Avoid using non-alphanumeric characters in file names.
  


 Take the time to think about your organizational system before you begin researching and compiling sources in earnest. “Organizing now will save much time and heartache later.” (Machi & McEvoy, 2012, p. 31).
 6.2 Citation Management Tools
 One of your first decisions – after selecting your topic – will be to determine which citation manager will work the best for you. Citation managers are software packages, such as EndNote or Zotero, used to create personalized databases of citations and notes. Citation management tools help users:
 
  	import citations from databases, websites, and library catalogs

  	create bibliographies

  	format citations in a variety of styles such as APA, MLA, Chicago, and more

  	manage, categorize, and organize citations and documents

  	attach PDFs, images, and notes to citations in your collection.


 While most current citation managers are generally similar, individual workflow may determine which tool to use. For example, if you will be working from multiple computers and locations, a web-based tool such as RefWorks and Mendeley will work better for you than a client-based or centrally hosted website. Other needs to consider when evaluating different citation managers:
 
  	I need to work offline.

  	I’ll be doing a lot of my research on freely available websites and need to be able to save copies of webpages.

  	I’m working on a group project and need to share my references with others.

  	I’m not so comfortable with technology and may potentially need a lot of help with my tool.

  	I will be working on a mobile device.


 6.2.1 Tips for choosing the right tool
 There are many tools to choose from and you want to experiment with a few as well as discuss with professional colleagues, fellow students, or faculty before making a final decision on which to use. Choosing a tool ultimately depends on your personal workflow preferences and your needs.
 General tips for choosing the right citation management tool:
 
  	Consult Wikipedia’s detailed and updated comparison chart of citation management tools to determine if any tool is clearly the best fit for you.

  	Talk to people in your department. Do individuals in your discipline tend to use one tool more often than another? Does your department or university already provide access to a specific tool?

  	Talk to your subject librarian; s/he can recommend a tool based on your needs.

  	Critically assess your technology skills and interests. Although all the tools advertise ease of use, there is a learning curve. Take a look at the free tutorials, help documents, and instruction manuals and rate your level of understanding and confidence.


 Choose your citation management tool carefully. Try some out. Talk to colleagues. Once you’ve chosen a tool and started using it, changing to a different tool is problematic on several levels. If you save citations in two different products, it can be difficult to keep track of citations. Learning a new product or migrating information from one citation tool to another when you are in the middle of a project can also be difficult, time-consuming, and stressful. Choose carefully, but do choose and then stick with it.
 6.2.2 Alerts
 Alerts are an excellent way to keep up with the literature of your discipline. Alerts allow you to stay up to date with current research relevant to your topic. Once an alert is set up, you will automatically receive an email when an author’s publication, keywords, affiliations, or other search criteria appear in a database. You will be able to connect to the citation, download the citation and full text (when available) from the alert, and (if relevant) save to your citation manager. Alerts are a way to save time AND stay up-to-date in your topic area.
 6.2.2.1 Why use alerts?
 
  	Do you ever feel overwhelmed by the amount of time it takes to stay aware of the latest research and trends in your discipline?

  	Do you have so many articles and journals in your “to read” pile that they end up being irrelevant by the time you get to them?

  	Do you have a due date for your literature review, but can’t find time to check back for the latest updates on the topic?


 If you answered yes to any of these questions, note that a number of database aggregators like ProQuest and EBSCO, as well as individual databases, such as ERIC and CINAHL, offer free alert services informing you of new journal issues, recently published articles related to your interests, and more. Most databases and journals use e-mail alerts to inform users of new content. Many researchers set up alerts through Google Scholar. For tips on how to set up alerts in Google Scholar, see the help page at: https://scholar.google.com/intl/en/scholar/help.html#alerts
 6.2.2.2 Types of alerts
 
  	Table of Contents (TOC) Alerts – These alerts inform users about new journal issues. Depending on the database and your preferred method of delivery, you will receive a table of contents for the issue or links to the full-text articles. Most TOC alerts are delivered via email, but they can also be subscribed to via RSS. A directory of thousands of current and scholarly TOCs is browsable at http://www.journaltocs.hw.ac.uk/. For a short 2 minute tutorial on how to set up journal alerts through PubMed, see https://www.nlm.nih.gov/bsd/viewlet/myncbi/jourup/index.html

  	Saved Searches – A saved search alert will notify you when the database identifies new articles related to a customized search. You can specify how often you would like to receive updates (weekly, monthly, etc.).

  	Citation Alerts – These alerts will inform you when a specified article is cited in a new publication.


 Within your citation manager, you can set up custom folders to not only store new articles but also to share both alerts and articles with colleagues or fellow students researching similar topics.
 6.3 Bibliographic citation format
 Once you begin gathering sources for your literature review, you will need to organize and document them. Citations document the source of an idea, statement, or study. A uniform citation style helps both the reader and the writer. A standardized editorial style removes the distraction and confusion of puzzling over the correct punctuation for every reference or the proper formatting for numbers and other data in text. Those elements are codified in the rules of the format style, allowing the reader to focus energy on the substance of the research, rather than how the paper is constructed.
 An author writing for publication must follow the rules established by the publisher to avoid inconsistencies. Without established rules of style, each manuscript might use different spellings, notations, and citations, which would confuse and distract readers. The need for a consistent style becomes more apparent and more visible when complex material is presented, such as tables or statistics. Without standardized rules for presentation of data, the reader would spend too much time and energy looking for meaning among the structure.
 Likewise, a systematic and standardized bibliographic citation format helps the writer of the literature review keep track of references as they accumulate and find them more efficiently later in the process. “You will be rewarded for your hard work, if not in heaven, then certainly when you come to write your report. You will be able to locate information easily, to regroup and reclassify evidence and to produce referenced quotations to support your arguments.” (Bell, 2005, p. 74).
 There are numerous different bibliographic citation format styles. APA (American Psychological Association), MLA (Modern Language Association), Chicago, Turabian, ACS (American Chemical Society), AMA (American Medical Association) , and IEEE (Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers) are some of the more common formats in use, but there are many more. The different styles, and different versions within each style, are a source of stress for generations of students and researchers in all disciplines, including those in the health sciences and education. In the social sciences, APA style is frequently used as the default citation style. Your department or discipline may require another format and, if so, that is the one you should accustom yourself with using to document your sources.
 
  
    [image: Figure 6.2 illustrates four different article citation styles and includes examples for APA, Chicago, MLA, and AMA. Differences between styles occurs in punctuation and placement of citation elements.]
  
  Figure 6.2 Citation styles


 As there are over a dozen different citation styles and different disciplines prefer different styles, always check to see if your instructor requires a particular style. Also because the rules for citation styles can change and can be extensive, it is best to refer to the official handbooks/style guides when you can. (Teaching & Learning, 2015, p. 6).
 Whatever citation style and format you decide to use, now is the time to make that decision. Consistently documenting your sources as you read is another way to plan and organize information as you go along, rather than at the end or in the middle.
 In addition to print and online manuals detailing the specifics of each citation style, there are numerous websites and other resources that provide document citation formatting help. The Online Writing Lab (OWL) at Purdue University, for example, can answer most questions about APA, MLA, and Chicago style. University writing labs and subject specialist librarians may also help with correctly documenting sources and formatting style.
 A useful open resource for graduate students in the social sciences is Professional Writing in the Health Disciplines by Sandra Collins (2016). In addition to discussing how to structure a graduate-level paper, a chapter on APA citation and reference formatting provides extensive detail on how to document sources. Additionally, Choosing & Using Sources: A Guide to Academic Research (Teaching & Learning, 2015) provides examples and advice for documenting sources using APA style formatting.
 
  Practice

  
    	Review a short introductory tutorial or brochure from each of these 4 citation management tools: 	EndNote
	Mendeley
	RefWorks
	Zotero



    	Decide which citation management tool you are going to use and request a free trial or download/install a free version to test.

    	Using the JournalTOCs website (www.journaltocs.hw.ac.uk), create an account, locate a journal in your topic area, and set up an email alert.

  


 
  Test Yourself

  See the Answer Key for the correct response.

  QUESTION 1 – Choose a good folder and file naming convention:

  
    	MyLitReview/Miscellaneous1

    	RandomTheories/Supporting

    	Guidelines/State

    	Regulations/OtherStuff

  

  QUESTION 2 – The advantage of choosing and using a citation management program is:

  
    	import citations from databases, websites and library catalogs with a few clicks

    	create bibliographies in APA style

    	format citations in APA style

    	manage, categorize and organize citations

    	attach PDFs, images and other files to citations

    	add notes, highlight text, share with colleagues

    	all of the above

  

  QUESTION 3 – In APA style documentation, what is the correct in-text, parenthetical format for a direct quotation?

  
    	(Barrett, 1991, p. 17)

    	(Barrett, p. 17, 1991)

    	(Barrett : 17)

    	(M.P. Barrett [1991]: 17)

  

  QUESTION 4 – For journal articles included in the References list, does citation 1 or citation 2 use the correct APA format style:

  
    	Poortman, Ann-Rigt. “How Work Affects Divorce: The Mediating Role of Financial and Time Pressures.” Journal of Family Issues 26.2 (2005): 168-180.

    	Poortman, A. (2005). How work affects divorce: The mediating role of financial and time pressures. Journal of Family Issues 26(2), 168-180.

  

  QUESTION 5 – Select the answer that best describes the function of the reference page

  
    	Sources cited in the paper must appear on the reference page in alphabetical order.

    	Books and articles read, but not cited in the paper, should be included on the reference page.

    	Videos and blogs should be cited in the paper, but not included on the reference page.

    	Sources listed on the reference page do not need to be cited within the paper.

  

  For more practice deciphering APA citations, see the self-test exercises in Choosing & Using Sources.
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Chapter 7: Synthesizing Sources



  Learning Objectives

  At the conclusion of this chapter, you will be able to:

  
    	synthesize key sources connecting them with the research question and topic area.

  


 7.1 Overview of synthesizing
 7.1.1 Putting the Pieces Together
 Combining separate elements into a whole is the dictionary definition of synthesis. 
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Chapter 8: Writing the Literature Review



  Learning Objectives

  At the conclusion of this chapter, you will be able to:

  
    	Begin to write your literature review

    	Understand and be able to use the appropriate publication guidelines

  


 8.1 Writing the literature review
 You have discovered, retrieved, evaluated, synthesized, and organized the information you need for your literature review. 
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Conclusion


When you began looking through this book, you may have already been an accomplished researcher and writer. 
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Answer Key
 Chapter 1: Practice
 Abstract 1: Integrative. Frequently the type of literature review will be clearly given in either the article title or in the abstract. In this case, the authors describe their work as “An integrative literature review between 2004 and 2015…” Additionally, the methodology section of the article may further describe the research methodology and why the integrative approach was chosen.
 Abstract 2: Meta-analysis. The authors describe their methodology in this way: “The research design of this study is meta-analysis. Instead of students or schools, we use prior studies as our unit of analysis. Meta-analysis allows researchers to gather information about prior studies and then estimate effect sizes of various components of the combined research studies.”
 Chapter 1: Test Yourself
 
  	False. A graduate-level literature review is a compilation of the most significant previously published research on your topic

  	True

  	Narrative. “During the preparation of this narrative review, the literature on e-cigarettes available within the network PubMed was retrieved and examined.”

  	Focused. “She wishes to construct a narrowly-focused and succinct literature review of thinkers who have donned a feminist lens to analyze Dewey’s approaches to education…”


 
 Chapter 2: Practice
 
  	Good places to find basic information on any topic are textbooks, and encyclopedia. You may also find a book chapter that will be able to give you the basics. If you were looking for a quick answer or definition, the Web can give you some ideas though you would need to be more critical of the source.

  	Often these radio broadcasts, or news items in newspapers or magazines will give you enough information to find a study. They may state where a study was published, the names of the researchers, where the study was conducted, etc. Using these clues you can do a web search for more details and find a citation for a journal article or conference proceeding. Another way to find the study is to go to a subject specific database that indexes articles from scholars in that discipline and use your clues and search terms about the study and see what you find.

  	Trade publications are a good place to find practical information about how professionals are applying research to everyday practice. For some issues you might find monographs that cover practical application, too. Always be aware of who is writing these articles and books. Are qualified to speak on the topic?

  	Grant applications will require you to show what is being published on the research topic you want to explore. They will require you to cite studies from journals that are scholarly and peer reviewed. It is also possible to cite conference proceedings and professional websites but journal articles will likely be the bulk of your evidence that the topic is of interest and that you have checked to see if anyone else has done this study before.

  	Remember that primary sources are those that came first. You could look for newspaper articles or advertisements from the time period you are studying. Diaries might also be a source of information as well as medical books published during that time. Historical societies and museums also have artifacts and old print material. There are some encyclopedias and monographs that contain historical documents and there are many that are digitized and can be found on the Web.

  	To be sure there are no other theses like the one you want to write you can look in dissertation and theses databases, such as ProQuest’s Dissertation Express or search the web to see if any are available.

  	Check any Facebook hyperlinks to determine the quality and authenticity of the source. You can also look at fact-checking sites such as Snopes.com, FactCheck.org or PolitiFact.com to determine the veracity or accuracy of a posting.


 Chapter 2: Test Yourself
 
  	Match the type of periodical to its content:


 
  	Magazine – contains articles about a variety of topics of popular interest and contains advertising.

  	Trade publication – has information about industry trends and practical information for professionals in a field.

  	Scholarly journal – written by scholars in an academic field and reviewed by experts in that field.


 
  	Put the following information sources in order from the least accurate and reliable to the most accurate and reliable. (1 least accurate/4 most accurate)


 
  	News broadcasts and social media directly following an event.

  	Analysis of an event in the news media or popular magazine weeks after an event.

  	Articles written by scholars and published in a journal.

  	Books and encyclopedias


 
  	What is the information called that is either a diary, a speech, original research, data, artwork, or a religious book?


 Primary
 
  	To find the best information in databases you need to use keywords that are used by the scholars. Where do you find out what keywords to try?


 All of the above
 
  	Which of the following is NOT true about scholarly journals?


 They are of interest to the general public
 
 Chapter 3: Practice
 
  	Which of the following questions seems the most viable for further study and why?


 
  	Defines and describes a population (rural adult learners) and sets up a comparison with another population (adult learners in general). Potential to broaden or narrow scope and depth as needed.


 Questions b) and c) are more descriptive and lack specifics.
 
  	Can you spot the research question? What are the PICO factors for each?


 
  	What types of workplace hazards do nursing assistants face? Population (nursing assistants in the US); Outcome (prevention, improved training)

  	What are the family needs of children affected by parental mental health problems? Population (families affected by mental health issues); Comparison (needs of parents/needs of children)

  	What are the contributions of music to peacebuilding? Intervention (music); Comparison (peacekeeping/violence)

  	What health literacy programs are available for older adults? Population (older adults); Intervention (health literacy programs)

  	Are reading instruction programs effective for English language learners? Population (English language learners); Intervention (reading instruction programs)

  	Are cultural interventions effective in treating addictions? Population (indigenous people with addictions); Intervention (culture-based programs); Outcomes (dimension of wellness)


 Chapter 3: Test Yourself
 
  	False

  	B

  	A

  	D

  	No

  	2


 
 Chapter 4: Practice
 Self-guided study
 Chapter 4: Test Yourself
 Self-guided study
 
 Chapter 5: Practice
 Self-guided study
 Chapter 5: Test Yourself
 For Nursing students: #1 is the correct answer. Although article #2 concerns vaccinations, it does not appear to link to autism.
 For Education students: #2 is the correct answer. Although #1 concerns music intervention, your topic is about therapy, not vaccinations.
 
 Chapter 6: Practice
 Self-guided study
 Chapter 6: Test Yourself
 
  	Guidelines/State

  	All of the above

  	(Barrett, 1991, p. 17)

  	Poortman, A. (2005). How work affects divorce: The mediating role of financial and time pressures. Journal of Family Issues 26(2), 168-180.

  	Sources cited in the paper must appear on the reference page in alphabetical order


 
 Chapter 7: Practice
 Self-guided study
 Chapter 7: Test Yourself
 Self-guided study
 
 Chapter 8: Practice
 
  	For example: This introductory paragraph does state an overall topic (graduate student writing among nursing or education students) however:


 
  	The tone and style of a literature review is formal, generally written in the third person

  	In the first sentence, ‘motivate’ may not be the correct term. Perhaps ‘inform’ would be more appropriate here

  	Although ‘purpose’ of the chapter is mentioned several times, it is unclear if the literature review has one purpose or several purposes. If the only purpose of this review is to critically evaluate previous research, that should be stated more clearly

  	Later sentences and paragraphs must also: 	Establish your reason for undertaking this research and your point of view. The reader doesn’t know from this paragraph what ‘my study’ means
	Define the general topic and thereby provide an appropriate context for the remainder of the review
	Point out gaps in the existing literature that your research will fill
	Describe how the lit review will be organized



  	Review this module for more ideas on how to prepare an introduction to your own literature review.


 
  	For example: The search strategy yielded five different studies. Three described online programs in general; 1 looked specifically at positive outcomes of online programs, the other described negative aspects. No studies that assessed outcomes for in-class compared to online teaching were found.


 Chapter 8: Test Yourself
 Self-guided study
 
 Literature Review Example for Education
 Kose, L. K. (2013). Challenges of charter schools with special education: Issues of concern for charter school authorizers and services providers. Mid-Atlantic Education Review 1(1), 36-45. http://maereview.org/index.php/MAER/article/view/7/7
 Author retains copyright and grants license of first publication to the Mid -Atlantic Education Review. Article published under a Creative Commons BY-NC license. Readers may copy and distribute for non-commercial purposes provided they indicate original authorship and original publication.
 Literature Review Example for Nursing
 Balzer, K., Bremer, M., Schramm, S., Luhmann, D., & Raspe, H. (2012). Falls prevention for the elderly. GMS Health Technology Assessment 8, 1-18. http://www.egms.de/static/en/journals/hta/2012-8/hta000099.shtml
 This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/deed.en). You are free: to Share – to copy, distribute and transmit the work, provided the original author and source are credited.
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Accessibility Assessment


A note from the Rebus Community
 We are working to create a new, collaborative model for publishing open textbooks. Critical to our success in reaching this goal is to ensure that all books produced using that model meet the needs of all students who will one day use them. To us, open means inclusive, so for a book to be open, it must also be accessible.
 As a result, we are working with accessibility experts and others in the OER community to develop best practices for creating accessible open textbooks, and are building those practices into the Rebus model of publishing. By doing this, we hope to ensure that all books produced using the Rebus Community are accessible by default, and require an absolute minimum of remediation or adaptation to meet any individual student’s needs.
 While we work on developing guidelines and implementing support for authoring accessible content, we are making a good faith effort to ensure that books produced with our support meet accessibility standards wherever possible, and to highlight areas where we know there is work to do. It is our hope that by being transparent on our current books, we can begin the process of making sure accessibility is top of mind for all authors, adopters, students and contributors of all kinds on all our open textbook projects.
 Below is a short assessment of eight key areas that have been assessed during the production process. The checklist has been drawn from the BCcampus Accessibility Toolkit. While a checklist such as this is just one part of a holistic approach to accessibility, it is one way to begin our work on embedded good accessibility practices in the books we support.
 Wherever possible, we have identified ways in which anyone may contribute their expertise to improve the accessibility of this text.
 We also welcome any feedback from students, instructors or others who encounter the book and identify an issue that needs resolving. This book is an ongoing project and will be updated as needed. If you would like to submit a correction or suggestion, please do so using the Rebus Community Accessibility Suggestions form.
 Webbook Checklist
 	Area of focus 	Requirements 	Pass? 
 	Organizing Content 	Contents is organized under headings and subheadings 	Yes 
 	 	Headings and subheadings are used sequentially (e.g. Heading 1, heading 2, etc.) 	Yes 
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Review Statement

Literature Reviews for Education and Nursing Graduate Students was produced with support from the Rebus Community, a non-profit organisation building a new, collaborative model for publishing open textbooks. Critical to the success of this model is including mechanisms to ensure that open textbooks produced with the Community are high quality, and meet the needs of all students who will one day use them.
 As a result, this book has undergone peer review by subject experts from seven institutions, each reviewing one to two chapters of the book. The reviewers were largely librarians at research institutions, with specialized experience in either Education or Nursing. Reviews were structured around considerations of the intended audience of the book, and examined the comprehensiveness, accuracy, and relevance of content. See the Rebus Community Review Guide for more details.
 Linda, Sue, and the team at Rebus would like to thank the review team for the time, care and commitment they contributed to the project. We recognize that volunteering to review the book without compensation is a generous act of service on their part. This book would not be the robust, valuable resource that it is were it not for their feedback and input.
 Reviewers included:
 
  	Stephanie Roth, Temple University

  	Jackie Sipes, Temple University

  	Elizabeth Yates, Brock University

  	Agnieszka Gorgon, Seneca College

  	Manisha Khetarpal, Maskwacis Cultural College

  	Megan Lowe, University of Louisiana Monroe

  	Lindsay Roberts, University of Colorado
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