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Introduction

This open education resource (OER) may be used a supplementary resource to learning the Mohawk language
at the beginner level. In the first part of the OER, the basic morphology, of the language is introduced through
pronouns, pronoun prefixes, particles, and verb roots. The second part introduces vocabulary builders. Finally, in
the third part, basic conversational language is explored.

This project is made possible with funding by the Government of Ontario and through eCampusOntario’s
support of the Virtual Learning Strategy. To learn more about the Virtual Learning Strategy visit:
https://vIs.ecampusontario.ca.
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1. Pronoun Prefixes

Pronoun prefixes attach to verb roots to specify who is being discussed and what is happening to
that person (blue prefixes), what that person is doing (ref prefixes), and what is happening between
people (purple prefixes)The charts below are derived from studying Kanatawakhon David Maracle's
textbook, To I'i Tewaweyentehta’'n Kanyen'keha (Let's Learn Mohawk) (2014) and learning resources
created by the Onkwawén:na Kentyéhkwa Adult Mohawk Language Immersion Program in Six
Nations of the Grand River that follow the root word method that has set the standard for adult
immersion. Read more about the effectiveness of this approach in, “The Root-Word Method for
Building Proficient Second — Language Speakers of Polysynthetic Languages: Onkwawén:na

Kentydhkwa Adult Mohawk Language Immersion Program” by Tehota'kerd:tonh Jeremy Green and
Owennatékha Brian Maracle (2018).

Pronoun Prefixes | 5




BLUE = SOMETHING IS HAPPENING TO SOMEONE
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E STEM

C STEM A STEM | STEM ) O STEM
o . , -é:kahs . )
-nonhwéktani | -ata’kari:te | -ictahs -on'wéhswani
. . like the L.
sick healthy sleeping enjoying
taste
| wake wak wak wak wak
you sa s sen s s
he ro ro ro raw ra
she yako yako yako yakaw yaka
it yo yo yo yaw ya
you & | yonkeni yonky yonken yonken yonken
someone & .
| yonkeni yonky yonken yonken yonken
you two seni tsy sen sen sen
two Ms roti ron rot ron ron
two Fs yoti yon yot yon yon
youall &1 | yonkwa yonkw yonkwen yonkw yonky
they & | yonkwa yonkw yonkwen yonkw yonky
all of you sewa sew sewen sew tsy
they Ms roti ron rot ron ron
they oti on ot on on
(Ms/Fs) y Y Y Y Y
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RED = SOMEONE IS DOING SOMETHING
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O/ON
C STEM A STEM ISTEM |E/EN STEM /
. ’ . 5 , STEM
-nén:we’s | -attékha -isteron -entérha i
-6nnhe
like it smart reside lazy ..
living
I ke / ik ke k ke k
you hse /ts /it hs ts(hs) hs hs
he ra r ren hr hr
she ye yon ye yak yak

it ka w ken w y
you & | teni ty ten ten ten

someone & .

I yakeni yaky yaken yaken yaken
you two seni tsy sen sen sen
two Ms hni hy hn hn hn
two Fs keni ky ken ken ken

you all & | tewa tew tewen tew ty
they & | yakwa yakw yakwen yakw yaky
all of you sewa sew sewen sew tsy
they Ms rati ron rat / ronn ronn ronn
they .
(Ms/Fs) konti kon kont / konn konn konn
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PURPLE = PERSON TO PERSON

Cstem A stem I stem E/ENstem O /ONstem
-non:we's -aterd:roks -i:tenhre -ehya:ra’s -onnyén:nis
like a watch pity someone | remember make _
person someone Ceone something
[to you kon kony kon ony kony
Ito him ri riy r riy riy
Ito her, them, s.o. khe khey khe khey khey
Ito you two /s.o. & Ito you  |keni ky ken ken ken
I'to you all / they & I'to you | kwa kw kwen kw ky
youto me take takw tak tak tak
you to him etshe etsh etsh etsh etsh
you to her, them hshe hshey hshe hshey hshey
you to them&me/you all to metakwa takw takwen takw taky
you + ['to him etshiteni etshity etshiten| etshiten etshiten
you/all + | to her, them,s.o. |yethi yethiy yeth yethiy yethiy
you two to me, you to s.o. & mdakeni taky taken taken taken
you two to him etshiseni etshitsy etshisen etshisen etshisen
you two/all + I'to him etshitewa etshisew etshitewen etshitew etshity
you allto him etshisewa etshisew etshisewen etshisew etshitsy
he to me rake rakw rak rakw rak
he to you hya hy hyen hyay hyay
he to him ro ro ro raw ra
he to her, them hshako hshako hshako hshakaw hshaka
he to us two hshonkeni hshonky hshonken hshonken hshonken
he to us all hshonkwa hshonkw hshonkwen hshonkw hshonky
she, they to me yonke yonkw yonk yonkw yonk
she, they to you yesa yes yesen yes yesay
she, they to him ronwa ronw ronwen ronw runway
she, they to her yontate yontat yontat yontat yontat
she, they to it, her konwa konw konwen know konway
she, they to you two/all yetshi yetshiy yetsh yetshiy yetshiy
she, they to them (Ms) ronwati ronwan ronwat ronwat ronwan
she, they to them (Fs) konwati konwan konwat konwat konwan
s.0.+ 1 to him hshakeni hshaky hshaken hshaken hshaken
they +1 to him hshakwa hshakw hshakwen hshakw hshaky
they/s.o. + I to her, them yakhi yakhiy yakh yakhiy yakhiy
they to you + I, they + 1 yonkhi yonkhiy yonkh yonkhiy yonkhiy
they (Ms/Ms&Fs) to her, them | hshakoti hshakon hshakot hshakon hshakotiy
they (Fs) to her, them yakoti yakon yakot yakon yakotiy

Note: a grey letter before the pronoun indicates that this consonant will appear only when a prefix is attached
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2. Verbs

Kanyen'keha (the Mohawk language) is verb-based, like other Hodinohsdé:ni languages, indicating
that life is always in motion. Every word has a root word which are verbs that must be attached to
the most appropriate prefix (red, blue, or purple). For example, to say | love him, | would say
rinoronhkhwa. Ri- indicates ‘me to him’ and —né:ronhkwe is the root word for love. The list below is
just a brief number of verbs to describe our lives used in conjunction with pronoun prefixes and

other language components indicating past, present or future tense.
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to like (object)

to be called

to know (a fact)

to know (be familiar with)
to be married

to have children

to be working

to love

be somewhere

be going

to have something

to like the taste of

to be walking

to be elder/adult

to be a child

to be a person

to be saying

to write

tell about

ask

ask about

tell (someone)

be similar, look alike

be different, be dissimilar
to read

to be sick

be an age

be about

be passed away

be dead

be alive

be a non-Indigenous (White) person
be an Indigenous person
be one’s last name

be # of years old

have as a surname

to have grandchildren

to have children (idiomatic)
to hate it

to be mother to

to be father to

a-_-non:we'ne
a-__-idtsheke
a-__-té:ken’se
a-__-ientéhrha'ne
a-__-niake
a-__-wiraién:ta’ne
a-__-ié'ten
a-__-noérronhkwe

kak nén:we a-__-:sheke
a-__-e

a-__-ién:take
a-__-éka'we
a-__-htén:ti
aonta-__-ién:ta’'ne
eksa’a a-__-:ton
on:kwe a-__-:ton
a-__-irron

a-__-hia:iton
a-__-throéria'te
a-__-rihwanén:ton
a-__-rihwanén:ton
a-__-hréeri
taons-___-tierénhake
ta-__ttihénhake
a-_-wennahna:ton
a-__-nonhwakten
..naonta-__-ién:take
akténtie a-__-isheke
a-__-tohetsténhake
a-__-heiénhake
a-_-6nhnheke
a-__-tientatshénhake
a-_-onkwehonwéhake
ta-_-hsenna:serake

# ta-__-ohseriia’kénhake
ta-_-hsenna:serake
a-__-tere:shen
a-__-wiraién:ta’ne
a-__-swen
ontate’'nisténha a-__-:ton

ontate’niha a-__-:ton
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to be child of

to be grandchild of

to be grandparent to

to be uncle to

to be aunt to

to be younger sibling to
to be older sibling to

to be siblings

to be cousins

to be friends, be bf/gf
be good friends/Indian friends
be related/relatives

in a relationship with someone
to be divorced or separated
to be engaged

to be single

to be young

to be learning

to be teaching

to watch television

to be eating

to be thirsty

to be drinking

to wake up

to get dressed

answer, reply

begin (to do s.t.)

cook

defecate

do something

eat a meal

getup

happen

help (physically)

help (supportive)

hide

listen

look

open

prepare

rain
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ontatién:'a a-__-:iton
ontateré:’a a-__-:ton
ontatshétha a-__-:iton
ontatenonha:’a a-__-:iton
ontate’nisténha a-__-:ton
ontate’kén:’a a-__-:ton
ontathtsi:’a a-__-:iton
kiatate'kén:'a a-__-:iton
onara'sé’a a-__-:ton
atenro:sera a-__-:ton, kaskare a-__-:iton
watenro’seri:ios a-__-:ton
ontatenonhkwe a-__-:ton
a-__-terihwisa
ta-__-tekhahsi
a-__-terihwahserén:ni
a-__-nonhsanénhnhake
ken’ naonta-__-ién:take
a-__-teweiénsthake
a-__-rihonniennihake
tka:ra's a-__-tero:roke
ta-__-tska:hon
a-__-nia'tatshénsheke
a-__-hnekihrénhake
a-__-ie

a-__-thserén:ni
ta-__-rihwa'sera:ko
aonta-_-tahsawen
-khén:ni

-ni'taien

ok na-__-ier
te-__-tska:hon

-tkétsko, te-__-ta’'n

ok tha-__-tiérren
-ié:nawa's

-ia'takéhnha

-tdhseht

-tahénhsatat

-tkahtho

-hnhotén:ko, -nontéksi, -te-__-ta:kwariht
-weiennén:ta’n

-kenné:ron



rest

say

sleep

snow

study

put away

tidy

get tired
understand
urinate

wake up
wash s.t.

wash oneself
watch

work

borrow

lend

buy

buy for s.o.
buy from s.o.
get/obtain

go get

give

lend

sell

sell to

steal

trade, switch
be big

be cheap, inexpensive
be dark in colour
be dirty, soiled
be dry

be expensive
be hard

be heavy

have a hole
be light in colour
be long

be bad, evil

be short

-torihsen

-:rron

-:ta’'wh

-nieht

-téweienst
-teweién:ton
te-__-ohtahrho
te-__-hwihsénheie
-‘nikonhraién:ta’'n
-nistia:ke

-ie

-néhare
-tia'téhare
-teroirok

-ié'ten

-tén:ni

-:ni

-hni:non
-hni:non’s
-hni:non

-ko, -ié:na

-kéha

-ion

-ni

-tenhni:non
-tenhni:non’s
-nénsko
te-__-ta:ton
a-__-kowanénhake
a-__-tiesénhake
a-__-hsohkwahon'tsihake
ta-__-‘tsén:take
a-__-stathénhake
a-__-norénhake
a-__-hnirénhake
a-__-ksteke
a-__-kahrén:take
a-__-hsohkwara’kénhake
a-__-6nsheke
a-__-hetkénhake

ken' na-__-onshahake
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stink

be soft

be ugly

be wet

eats.t.

make soup
make a bread product
get full

be good or proficient at
small

afraid

angry

annoyed

awake

big

body type, looks
busy

cold

concerned, worried
content

crazy

crying
dark-skinned
depressed
drunk

enjoy

famous

fat

funny
good-looking
good person
happy

heavy

hot

hungry
intelligent
jealous

lazy
light-skinned
lonely

lucky

16 | Verbs

a-__-kera'ne
a-__-‘nhétska’ne
a-__-hetkénhake
a-__-na’'nawénhake
a-__-ke

a-__-tkatston
a-__-na'tarén:ni
a-__-hta'ne
a-__-weientehténhake
ken' ni-__-a:'a
-tsha:nis
-na’khwen:'on
-hkara:rens

-ié’on

-kowa:nen

tsi ni-__-ia'to:ten
te-__-weienhnhara:'on
-wistos
te-__-tate’'nikénhrhare
-erien'tiios
te-__-nonhwarawén:rie
te-__-shénthos
-hnahon:tsi
-‘nikonhrén:ton
-nonhwarahton:'on
-on'wéskwani
-hsennowa:nen
-re'sen

-ia'tastéris

-onkwe'tizio

-onkwe'tiiio, t-__-rihwaié:ri

-tshennén:ni, -tonhnhahere

-ia'takste

-‘tarihén’on
-tonhkaria’ks

-ttékha

-‘néshas, -ten’kéwhen
-entéhrha

-hnara:ken

-entén:nis

-tera’swi:io



cross, nasty, mean
need

poor

pregnant

ready, prepared

rich

sad

short

shy

sick

sleepy

smiling, laughing
strong

stubborn, determined
surprised

talking

tall

skinny

thirsty

thrilled, ecstatic

have time

tired

ugly, homely

unlucky

well, healthy

waiting

wealk, sickly

working

spread out, spread around
setting

in

in (liquid or abstract), be part of
standing (of an object)
hanging over

hanging down, suspended
inserted, wedged in
standing (animate)
sitting (@animate)

lying down (animate)
in (animate)

break (apart, into pieces)

-hétken
te-__-tonhwentsé:ni
-iten

-wirahninon:re
-tateweiennenta:'on
-hwistowa:nen
-‘nikonhraksens
ken' ni-__-hneniésha
-tshé:iaron
-nonhwaktani
-serénhtara’s

-iéshon

-‘nikonhkatste, -‘shatste, te-__-hwi'shatste

-nontsistahniiron
-nehrako:’on
-hthare

-hnén:ies

-ti:wen

-nia'tathens
-‘nikonhrinekén:’on
-naktote
te-__-hwihsenhé:ion
-hétken
-tera’swaksen
-kwatshe

-hrha:re, te-__-nén:raien
-tsiiios, -tsi'i6htare
-id'te
te-__-renia’tonhatie
-héhrha

-a

-0, -re

-:niote
-hren'ténhkhwa
-hahrha
te-__-hsiharahtha
-te

-tskote

-ia'tién:ni

-iacti

te-__-khahsions, te-__-hrihtanions
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hear

listen

listen to s.o.

obey, listen to

do (with ortos.t)
insert, wedge into
leave behind, let go
putst.inst.

put up onto s.t.
set down

stand up an object
bite

sniff

bleed

hit (tap, strike)
touch

grab

rub

scratch

sore

itchy

injured
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-thén:te, -hrén:kas
-tahénhsate
-wennarahkhwa, -hénhsate
-tewennarahkhwa
tsi ni-__-iéhrha
-o:rroks

-ties

-éta'as

-héhrha

-tiens

te-__-tastha, -hniétha
-tekhwdakwas
-teswahtha
-nekhwa:'on
-hwa'e

ken' nie-__-iéhrha
-iéinas

-rakénrie

-tké:ton
-hkara:rens
-réonhkwani

-karewahton



3. Pronouns

Free Pronouns

Free pronouns can exist, or have their own meaning, without a sentence

iti me/l/us

i:se you

raénha he / him

akaénha she/ her

adénha it

ronénha them (males/ males and females)
onénha them (females only)

Bound Pronouns

Bound pronouns can only exist in conjunction with the context of a sentence. In other words,
these pronouns have no meaning alone.

yonkya'ts they to me (name)
yesaya'ts they to you (name)
ronwaya’ts they to him (name)
yontatya'ts they to her (name)
konwaya'ts they to it (name)
ronwatiiya'ts they to them (name)

konwati:ya'ts they to them (name) — female only
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4. Question Words

Onhka Who?
Oh nahoé:iten What?
Ka'nén:we Where?
Katke When?

Oh nontyé:ren Why?
To niha:ti How many of them?
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VOCABULARY BUILDERS
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5. Animals, Birds,

ohkwa:ri bear

tsyani:to beaver
tsihstekeriya:kon bison / buffalo
orhyé:ken chipmunk

kén:reks cougar / lynx
ohskenndn:ton deer

atenati elk

tsitsho fox
anonhwaraweron groundhog

tehahonhtané:ken jackrabbit
ska’'nyénhsa moose
tsiné:wen mouse

anod:kyen / anékyen muskrat
waniheya:tha opossum
tawi:ne otter

anén:taks porcupine
kwa'yén:'a rabbit

aticron raccoon
tsinowen’ké:wa rat
onkwe'ta:ko squirrel, black / grey
aré:sen squirrel, red

ani:tas skunk

o:nyare snake

kanyahten snapping turtle
a'né:wara turtle

okwaho wolf, coyote

INnsects
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teriteri / teri:teri blue jay
kanekwenhtarha cardinal
tsiktsiré:re chickadee

ka:ka / tsyo:ka'we (East) crow
séira(k) duck

atonnyon’ké:wa / a:kweks (East) eagle
katsihnekwarha goldfinch
kahonk goose, Canada
ohkwé:sen grouse
karhakén:ha / aténnyon hawk
oha:kwaron(t) heron
raénraon hummingbird
tawistawis killdeer, sandpiper
tsyonya'tarén:ton loon
tsihstékeri great horned owl
tekahstya'ks parrot

ori:te pigeon, dove

tsiské:ko robin
tsyohwatstakahwe seagull
kanatakoén:ha sparrow, house
onahsakén:ra swan
skaweré:wane / skawiré:wane (East) turkey
kenheydn:taks turkey vulture
karontaroks woodpecker
ohsto:kwa beak

otsi'é:rra claws

oko:tsya crest

ohsto:sera feather (generic)
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o’'nahsha feather (wing, tail)
onerahdéntsha wing

éweya wing

tsi'nhontstokhi ant
katsikhe'tén:nis / kahsehstén:nis bee (honey)
o'né:wa beetle
nikontinyaréhsha blackfly
otskwarhe bullfrog
tsiktsinén:nawen butterfly
orwhara:ne caterpillar
tsiriktsirik / taraktarak cricket
tewatsirékwas firefly

ota:wek flea

tsiks fly

tsikerentanyaks frog
tsihsta:rare grasshopper
otsi:non lice, louse
okaryahta:ne mosquito
ohdé:wa moth
otsihskayonni:tha snail, slug
takwa'ahson spider
tsikhnenna:taks toad
yakonere'rhoharhos / otsi'nahkontahkwa:ne wasp, hornet, bee
ohséhton woodtick
otsi'nonwanhé:ta worm
ohskawi:yak bass

ohwén:ta catfish

oyenhé:ta perch
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tsikdnhses pike

ohyé:karon(t) trout, salmon

skakahraksen walleye, pickerel
tsyonnhé:wane whale

tyaweroén:ko eel

o’'néhtara egg(s)

okawe:tshera fin(s)

watonryéhtha gill(s)

otsta scale(s)

o'tahsa tail

teka’'nén:ten alligator / crocodile
tsikera’'wihstak / yakohénhtariks bat
onotsta'ké:wa elephant

kanya:rehs giraffe

to:tis lizard, salamander

katsi'ndn:taks / katsi’'nonhtakské:wa monkey / gorilla
kanonwakoén:ha kwéskwes hippopotamus
yohna'ta:tsheronte kangaroo

takohskd:wa lion, tiger
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o. Colours

Onekwénhtara (Red)
Kanekwenhtarahon:tsi (Dark red)
Kanekwenhtarara:ken (Light red)
Akiaren:ta (Orange)

Otsi:nekwar (Yellow)
Katsi'nekwarara:ken (Light yellow)
Ohonte (Green)

Kahontara:ken (Light green)

Oron:ia (Blue)

Karonhiahon:tsi (Dark blue)
Karonhiara:ken (Light blue)
Oharennahta (Purple)
Waharennahtara:ken (Mauve)
Wahsén:rate (Pink)
Wahsenrate'tsherara:ken (Pale pink)
Athéhsa (Brown)

Watehsara:ken (Tan)

Kahon:tsi (Black)

Ata’kenhréhkwa (Crey)
Wata'kenhrohkwara:ken (Light gray)
Kara:ken (White)
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7. Days & Months

Days

Awentatokenhti:ke Sunday
Awententadn:ke Monday
Ratironhia’kehronén:ke Tuesday
Soséhne Wednesday
Okarihstiidhne Thursday
Ronwaia’'tanontakténhne Friday

Awentdkta Saturday

Months

Tsiothorhké:wa January
Enniska February
Enniské:wa March
Onerahtékha April
Onerahtohké:wa May
Ohiariha June
Ohyarihké:wa July
Seskéha August
Seskehké:wa September
Kenténha October
Kentenhké:wa November

Tsiothérha December
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8. Environment

Kahonwé:ia Boat

Kahsweén:kara Board, shelf, plank
Okwire Bush, shrub, whip, tree
O'ta:ra Clay, clan, pottery, chimney
Otsha:ta Cloud

O’kén:ra Dirt, dust, soil

Ohrén:wa Ditch, furrow

Kanhéha Door

Ata’'én:ra Fence

Kahéhta Field, garden
Ohsweén:kara Floor

Karha Forest, woods

Ohonte Grass, vegetation
O'niazra Hill

Kania:tara Lake

Onhwéntsia Land, earth, soil
Onerahte Leaf

Onoén:ta Mountain

Onawa:tsta Mud

Kahna:wa Rapids

Kahiénha River, stream

Ohdaha Road, street

Ostén:ra Rock, sidewalk, pavement
Ahskwa Roof, bridge, porch, deck
Onehsarénhkwa Sand

Karonhia:ke Sky, heaven

Environment | 29



Oniehte Snow

Kaneké:ta Stairs, ladder

Kana:wa Swamp, marsh, wetland
Kana:ta Town, village, city
Karén:ta Tree, log, tree trunk
Kérhite Tree

Ahsénhta Wall

30 | Environment



9. Food

ohsaheé:ta bean(s)
otsihkwa beet(s)
kana:taronk butter
owihstéhsera bread
é:nenhste corn

o'nhénhsa egg(s)
kéntsyonk fish

kakhwa food (ready-to-eat)
kahik fruit

atenna:tshera groceries, lunch
o'waironk meat

onon:ta milk

ohso:kwa nut(s)

onékwa pea(s)

ohnenna:ta potato(es)
ohteé:ra root, carrot
onon:tara soup
onon’'énsera squash
otsikhé:ta sugar, candy
ohné:ka water, liquid
sewahyé:wane apple(s)
kaien’ kwararihton bacon
yona'taraka:ronte bagel
teyotahya:kton banana
orhéhtseri beans (fresh, green/yellow)

kahwatstén:ni (-hwatst- = foam) beer
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sha:yehse blackberry

karha'takéha (-rh- = forest) blueberry
otsi'tsyakathe broccoli

teyona'taratsikhé:tare cake

otsi:nekwar nikahtero:ten carrots

takéhs adkhwa / aotikhwa cat food
ohstawinakahte (-hstawin- = stalk) celery
yonekwarahniiron (-nekwar- = curds) cheese
é:ri [/ eri'ké:wa cherry(ies)

kitkit tanon onon’onsta chicken and dumplings
tehatikahrati:ronte raotikhwa chinese food
ohso’kwakeri / ohsahe'takeri coffee
nikana'tara:sas cookies

kana'taronkhén:we corn bread

onenhstéhkwa corn soup

onenhste’én:we corn, flint corn

kanenhstéhare corn, lyed corn

6:nenhste corn, sweet corn

té:kwahre cranberry

onon’onserakeras cucumber

ohshérha dough

tewahseriye (-ahseriye't- = string) doughnuts
kanenhén:ta dried corn soup

othe:sera flour

tekarihsté:yen (-rihst- = stove) fried bread, scone (stove-top)
kahnenna'takeri:ten fried potatoes

wahyakeri fruit juice (apple cider, strawberry drink)

teyokhahon garlic
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onénhare (-nenh- = seed) grape(s)

ken:ye gravy

teka’ wahraiehston teiohiaka:nion wahstehton goulash
teka'wahrahrihton hamburg (ground meat)
awenhétsha hot dog, baloney, sausage
kanennyo’kéhare (-nennyo’'kw- = frozen snow) ice cream
kahnekinekénhton juice (squeezed)
tekara'wihsta:sere lasagna

teyohyahyo:tsis lemon

kahneka'shatste liquor

wahta éhses maple syrup

awerhoéhsera / otsihkwa mushroom(s)
otsihskwa oatmeal, cornmush, pudding
a:nenk onions, bulb

o’nyénkhseri onions, green

otsi:nekwar niwahyo:ten orange

ora'wihsta / anekok pancakes
tekakenhwhara:'on peach(es)

katshe kahik pear(s)

teyotskara’ké:wa pepper
teyonon’onserahyo:tsis pickles (dill)
tekahswa:ne (-hsw- = back) pie
kahonteské:wa pineapple
teyotena’tarahwenén:ni pizza

wihson kahik plum

watenenhstatakwas popcorn
skanekwenhtara:yen raspberries

teyohstawinahyo:tsis (-hstawin- = stalk) rhubarb
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watenon’énkwas / kanatsyakén:ra (east) rice (white)
tekahsahe'’tayéhston salad (bean)
teka’'nhonhsayéhston salad (egQg)

tewahyayéhston salad (fruit)

tekahontayéhston / tekanerahtayéhston salad (garden)
tekahnenna’tayéhston / tekanerahtayéhston salad (potato)
kiokiakton’ kowa salmon

teyohyo:tsis salt

teyo'wahrahyo:tsis salt pork

tekana’tara:sere sandwich

teka’'nhonhsawen:rie scrambled eggs

kahnekakon / teyohnekatsikhé:tare soda pop
wahseriyé:to (-ahseriye't- = string) spaghetti
yontekhwakon'onhstahkwa spices

niyohontéhsha strawberry

kanerahtanawénhton / ti tea

watena'taratsha’ahton / kana'tarahon’tsihston toast
teyohyakhahon tomatoes

ohontehshén:'a / ase'shén:’a / kahehta'kéha (-heht- = garden) vegetables
teyohnekahyo:tsis vinegar

wahya:ris watermelon

katsi'tsyakeri (-tsi'tsy- = flower) wine

Descriptions

wa:tonte baked
yotska:rat bitter, sour
teyohnekontyéhton boiled

yotsha’dhton burnt
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yotendhare clean

yoé:ri cooked

yowihsto cool, cold

yawékon delicious
yore'senhtsheroén:ni fattening
kakeri:ten fried, deep-fried

yonennyo'kwanéhston frozen

wenserakon / kaserakon good-smelling

yawenhyé:nare greasy
yo'tarihen hot

yotatén:ron left-over
yonnya:ton made from / with
yohskénrhonte moldy
okahte raw

wate:skonte roasted, fried
yé6tken / yétkon rotten
teyohyo:tsis salty
teyothska:rat spicy, hot
yohetkén:'on spoiled

yoO:te strong taste, smell
teyotsikhé:tare sweet
yoé:kwit unappetizing, disgusting

yohné:kare watery

Meal Time

orhen’ké:ne i:yeks breakfast
entye lunch

okara'snéha supper
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10. Kinship

Older Male Relatives

rake'niha my father

ya'niha your father

ro’niha his father

shako’niha her father
shonkwa’niha our father
etshisewa’niha your father
rakenoha:’'a my uncle

yanoha:'a your uncle

ronoha:’a his uncle
shakonoha:’a her uncle
shonkwanoha:’a our uncle
etshisewanoha:’a your uncle
rakhsétha my grandfather
yahsétha your grandfather
rohsétha his grandfather
shakohsétha her grandfather
shonkwahsétha our grandfather
etshisewahsoétha your grandfather
rakhtsi:'a my older brother
yahtsi'a your older brother
rohtsi:’a his older brother
shakohtsi'a her older brother
shonkwahtsi:'a our older brother

etshisewahtsi:'a your older brother
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Younger Male Relatives

riyén:'a my son

etshyén:'a your son

royén:’'a his son

ronwayén:'a her/their son
etshiteniyén:'a my and your son
etshisewayén:’a your son
riyonhwatén:'a my nephew
etshonhwatén:'a your nephew
raonhwatén:'a his nephew
ronwayonhwatén:'a her/their nephew
etshitenonhwatén:'a me and your nephew
etshisenonhwatén:’a your nephew
riyateré:’a my grandson

etshateré:’a your grandson

roteré:’a his grandson

ronwateré:'a her/their grandson
etshityateré:'a me and your grandson
etshitsyateré:’a your grandson
ri'kén:'a my younger brother
etshe’kén:'a your younger brother
ro’kén:’'a his younger brother

ronwa’kén:'a her/their younger brother

etshiteni’kén:'a me and your younger brother

etshiseni’'kén:’a your younger brother

Kinship | 37



Older Female Relatives

ake'nihsténha my mother
sa’'nihsténha your mother
ro’nihsténha his mother
ako’nihsténha her mother
onkwa’'nihsténha our mother
sewa’'nihsténha mother of all of you
akhsétha my grandmother
sahsétha your grandmother
rohsétha his grandmother
akohsoétha her grandmother
onkwahsoétha our grandmother
sewahsoétha grandmother of all of you
akhtsi’a my older sister

sahtsi:'a your older sister

rohtsi:'a his older sister

akohtsi:'a her older sister
onkwahtsi:'a our older sister

sewahtsi:'a older sister of all of you

Younger Female Relatives

kheyén:'a my daughter

sheyén:'a your daughter
shakoyén:'a his daughter
yontatyén:'a her/their daughter
yethiyén:'a me and your daughter

yetshiyén:'a your daughter
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kheyonhwatén:'a my niece
sheyonhwatén:'a your niece
shakaonhwatén:’a his niece
yontatonhwatén:'a her/their niece
yethiyonhwatén:'a me and your niece
yetshiyonhwatén:’a your niece
kheyateré:'a my granddaughter
sheyateré:'a your granddaughter
shakoteré:'a his granddaughter

yontatateré:'a her/their granddaughter

yethiyateré:'a me and your granddaughter

yetshiyateré:'a your granddaughter
khe'kén:'a my younger sister

she’'kén:’a your younger sister
shako’kén:'a his younger sister
yontate’kén:'a her/their younger sister
yethi'kén:'a me and your younger sister

yetshi'kén:'a your younger sister

Cousins & Friends

onkyara'sé:'a my cousin
tsyara'sé:'a your cousin
ronara’sé:’'a his (M/F) cousin
(y)onara'sé:'a her (F) cousin
onkwara’séhson our cousin
sewara’séhson your cousin
onkyatén:ron my friend

tsyatén:ron your friend
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ronatén:ron his (M/F) cousin
(y)onatén:ron her (F) cousin
onkwatenréhson our cousin
sewatenréhson your cousin
onkyatshi my female friend
tsyatshi your female friend
yonatshi'é:kon her female friend
onkwatshi’é:kon our female friend

sewatshi'é:kon your female friend

Multiple Family Members

yonkyén:'a my parents
yesayén:'a your parents
ronwayén:'a his parents
shakotiyén:’a her parents
yonkhiyen’okdén:'a our parents
yetshiyen'okén:'a your parents
kheyen’okén:’'a my children
sheyen’okdn:'a your children
shakoyen’okén:’a his children
yontatyen’okén:’a her children
yethiyen'okén:’a our children
yetshiyen'okén:'a your children
yonkhsétha my grandparents
yesahsétha your grandparents
ronwahsétha his grandparents

yontathsétha her grandparents
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yonkhihsothokén:'a our grandparents
yetshihsothokén:'a your grandparents
kheyatere’okén:'a my grandchildren
sheyatere'okén:’a your grandchildren
shakotere’okén:'a his grandchildren
yontatatere'okdn:'a her grandchildren
yethiyatere'okén:’a our grandchildren
yetshiyatere’okén:'a your grandchildren
akhtsi:son my older siblings

sahtsi:son your older siblings

rohtsi:son his older siblings

akohtsi:son her older siblings
onkwahtsi:son our older siblings
sewahtsi:son your older siblings
khe’ken’okén:’a my younger siblings
she’ken’okdn:’a your younger siblings
shako’ken’okén:’a his younger siblings
yontate'ken'okdn:’a her younger siblings
yethi'ken’okén:’a our younger siblings
yetshi'ken’okén:'a your younger siblings
yonkenoha:son my uncles
yesanoha:son your uncles
ronwanoha:son his uncles
yontatenoha:son her uncles
yonkhinoha:son our uncles
yetshinoha:son your uncles
kheyonhwaten’okén:'a my nephews and nieces

sheyonhwaten’okén:’a your nephews and nieces

Kinship | 41



shakaonhwaten’okén:'a his nephews and nieces
yontatonhwaten’okén:'a her nephews and nieces
yethiyonhwaten'okdén:'a our nephews and nieces
yetshiyonhwaten’okén:'a your nephews and nieces
teyakwatate'ken’okén:’a my siblings
tesewatate’ken’okén:’a your siblings
tehontate’ken’okén:’'a his siblings
tehontate’ken’okén:’a her siblings
onkwara’séhson my cousins

sewara’séhson your cousins

ronara’'séhson his cousins

ronara’'séhson her cousins

onkwatenréhson my friends

sewatenréhson your friends

ronatenréhson his friends

ronatenréhson her friends
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11. Location

Cities & Towns

Tsi tkanatahere Brantford

Tsi teyohsero:ron Buffalo

Kharatén:ni Caledonia

Tyohsarhéntyon Detroit
Anonhwahrore’tsherakayon:ne Dundas

Tsi thatinatén:ni Guelph

Ohrén:wakon Hamilton

Ka'tarohkwen Kingston

Tekahyonhé:ken London, Ontario and Paris, Ontario
Tyohtya:ke Montreal

Tewa'ken’ha:ke New Credit

Kanén:no New York City

Tsi tewa’'sénhtha Niagara Falls

Tsi yetsyenhayentahkwa / Tsiyayentahkwa Ohsweken village
Kana:tsyo Ottawa

Tsi teyotenonhsa:kton St. Catherines
Ohswé:ken Six Nations Grand River Territory
Tsi tkarén:to Toronto

Ranatakaryahsne Washington, D.C.
Kordhne Canada

Wahstonhronon:ke United States
Wehikhéhne Mexico

Onhwentsyakayon:ne Europe

Tyorhen'shaka:ke England
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Ken'taheré:ke Scotland
O’seronni’'onwe:ke France
Ratihnahon’tsihne Africa

Tehatikahratironté:ke Japan, China, Korea

Places

tsi teka:tens / tekaténhsne airport, at a/the ~

tsi tehonttsihkwa'ekstdhkwa arena, at a/the ~

tsi thatitsyénhayens band office, at a/the ~

tsi yehwihstayentahkwa bank, at a/the ~

tsi thatihnekirha bar, at a/the ~

tsi teyehwihstayens casino, at a/the ~

tsi yonterennayentahkwa / ononhsatokénhti (East) church, at a/the ~
tsi thatiya'taro:roks community hall

tsi thonwati’'nikon:rhare ratiksa’okén:'a day care centre
ranawirakwatakwahsne dentist's office, at a/the ~
rotshinahkén:ke / ratetsyénhshne (East) doctor's office, at a/the ~
tsi yeyakotyéhtha dump / landfill, at a/the ~

ronhswa'tha:ke fire station, at a/the ~

tsi yontya'takariyohstahkwa gym, at a/the ~

tsi tyakenheyontayentahkwa / tsi tehshakotitysén:tha (East) hospital, at a/the ~
tsi tyonnonhwétstha hotel, at a/the ~

tsi yontatenhoténhstha jail, at a/the ~

tsi yehyatonhserayentahkwa library, at a/the ~

kanonhséhsne / tsi tkanénhses longhouse, at a/the ~

tsi yontenhninon'tha'ké:wa mall, at a/the ~

tsi teyé:ya'ks / teyoya'kshne movie theatre, at a/the ~

shakotiyenahsne / karihtdn:ke (East) police station, at a/the ~
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tsi yehyatonhseratahkwahtha post office, at a/the ~

tsi waterennétha radio station, at a/the ~

onkwehonwé:ne / kanonhsta:ton reserve, at a/the ~

tsi teyontska’hénhkwa restaurant / dining room, at the ~

tsi yontaweya'tahkwa / tsi yontaterihonnyenni:tha / tsi yonterihwayenhstahkwa (East) school, at a/the ~
tsi thonwatihsnye’s rotiksten'okdén:'a senior's home

tsi yontenhninon:tha store, at a/the ~

kana:takon town, in ~

Onkwawennahne Onkwawenna immersion program
tsi ronkénnyes to the fair/gambling
tsi ratihwistayens to the casino
tsi rontké:rons to the market
tsi rontekhwahni:nons to the grocery store
tsi onkyatenrén:ke  to my friends (m) place
tsi yonkyatenrén:ke to my friends (f) place
tsi tsyaterén:ke to your friend’s place
tsi yontaweya'tdhkwa to school
tsi teyontska’hénhkwa to the restaurant
tsi yehwistayentahkwa to the bank
tsi tewatén:nyote  to a wedding
tsi ronten’'wéhshens to a party
tsi tekanonnyahkwen to a dance
tsi kahehtahserén:ni to a park

tsi teyoya'aksne to the movies
tsi tewakendénhsote to my place
tsi tisanénhsote to your place
tsi thonénhsote to his place

tsi tyakonénhsote to her place
tsi thotinénhsote to their place
tsi tyotinénhsote to their place (f)
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12. Mohawk Clans

Tsi Niyonkwen’taro:ten our clans

Turtle Clan

wakenydhten | am of the turtle clan
sanyahten you are of the turtle clan
ronyahten he is of the turtle clan
yakonyahten she is of the turtle clan
yonkeninyahten we (you & | /someone &) are of the turtle clan
seninyahten you two are of the turtle clan
rotinydhten two (Ms) are of the turtle clan
yotinydhten two (Fs) are of the turtle clan
yonkwanyahten you all and | are of the turtle clan
sewanyahten all of you are of the turtle clan
rotinyahten they (Ms) are of the turtle clan
yotinydhten they (Fs) are of the turtle clan

Wolf Clan

wakathahyén:ni | am of the wolf clan
sathahyoén:ni you are of the wolf clan
rothahyén:ni he is of the wolf clan
yakothahyén:ni she is of the wolf clan
yonkyathahyoén:ni we (you & | / someone & 1) are of the wolf clan

tsyathahyoén:ni you two are of the wolf clan
ronathahyén:ni two (Ms) are of the wolf clan
yonathahyoén:ni two (Fs) are of the wolf clan
yonkwathahyén:ni  you all and | / they and | are of the wolf clan
sewathahyén:ni all of you are of the wolf clan
ronathahyoén:ni they (Ms) are of the wolf clan
yonathahyén:ni they (Fs) are of the wolf clan

Bear Clan

wakhskaré:wake | am of the bear clan
sahskaré:wake you are of the bear clan
rohskaré:wake he is of the bear clan
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yakohskaré:wake she is of the bear clan
yonkenihskaré:wake we (you & |/someone & 1) are of the bear clan

senihskaré:wake you two are of the bear clan
rotihskaré:wake two (Ms) are of the bear clan
yotihskaré:wake two (Fs) are of the bear clan

yonkwahskaré:wake you all and |/they and | are of the bear clan
sewahskaré:wake all of you are of the bear clan
rotihskaré:wake they (Ms) are of the bear clan
yotihskaré:wake they (Fs) are of the bear clan

Asking About Clans

Sateryén:tare ken oh niwaki'taro:ten? Do you know what kind of clan | am?
Oh nisen'taro:ten? What kind of clan are you?
Oh niho'taro:ten? What kind of clan is he?
Oh niyako’taro:ten? What kind of clan is she?
Oh niyonkeni'tard:ten? What kind of clan are you and | / someone and I?
Oh niseni'taro:ten? What kind of clan are you two?
Oh nihoti'taro:ten? What kind of clan are they (two Ms)?
Oh niyoti'taro:ten? What kind of clan are they (two Fs)?
Oh niyonkwen’tard:ten? What kind of clan are you all and | / they and I?
Oh nisewen’taro:ten? What kind of clan are all of you?
Oh nihoti'taro:ten? What kind of clan are they (Ms)?
Oh niyoti'taro:ten? What kind of clan are they (Fs)?
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13. Numbers

Enskat one

Tékeni two

Ahsen three

Kaié:ri four

Wisk five

lazia’k six

Tsia:ta seven

Sha’'té:kon eight

Kiéhton nine

Oiéri ten

Ahsen iawén:re thirteen
Kaié:ri iawén:re fourteen
Wisk iawén:re fifteen
latia’k iawén:re sixteen
Tsia:ta iawén:re seventeen
Sha'té:kon iawén:re eighteen
Kiéhton iawén:re nineteen
Tewdahsen twenty

Ahsen niwéahsen thirty
Kaié:ri niwahsen fourty
Wisk niwdahsen fifty

la:ia’k niwahsen sixty
Tsia:ta niwdhsen seventy
Sha'té:kon niwahsen eighty
Kiéhton niwahsen ninety

Tewen'nya:we hundred’'s number marker
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14. People

Eksa'okén:'a Children

Raksa:'a Boy

Yeksa:'a Girl

Eksa:'a Child

Tehniksa:'a 2 Boys /1 Boy + 1Girl /2 Kids
Tekeniksa:'a 2 Girls

Ratiksa'okdén:'a Boys / Kids (3+)
Kontiksa'okén:'a Girls (3+)
Ratinekenhteron’okoén:’a & Kontiya'tese'okdn:'a Young People
Ranekénhteron Young man

Yeya'taséha Young women
Tehninekénhteron Two young men
Tekeniya'taséha Two young women
Ratinekenhteron’okén:'a Young men (3+)
Kontiya'tase'okdn:'a Young women (3+)
Onkwe’shén:'a People

Rén:kwe Man

Yakén:kwe Women

On:kwe Human / Person

Tehnénkkwe 2 Men /1 Man +1Women /2 Adults
Tekendén:kwe 2 Women

Ronnén:kwe Men / Men + Men / Adults (3+)
Konnén:kwe Women (3+)

Rokstén:ha Elder man

Akokstén:ha Elder women

Tehotikstén:ha 2 Elderly Men /1 Elderly Man + 1 Elderly Women /2 Elders
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Teyotikstén:ha 2 Elderly Women
Rotiksten’okdén:'a Elderly Men / Elderly Women + Men/Elders (3+)

(Y)otiksten’okén:'a Elderly Women

Describing The Amount of People

shaya:ta one male

tsyeya:ta one female
tehniydhsen two males
tekeniyahsen two females
ahsen niha:ti three males
ahsen nikén:ti three females
kayé:ri niha:ti four males
kayé:ri nikon:ti four females
wisk niha:ti five males

wisk nikén:ti five females
ya'ya'k niha:ti six males
ya:'ya'k nikén:ti six females
tya:ta niha:ti seven males
tya:ta nikén:ti seven females
sa'té:kon niha:ti eight males
sa'té:kon nikén:ti eight females
tyéhton niha:ti nine males
tyéhton nikén:ti nine females
oyé:ri niha:ti ten males

oyé:ri nikon:ti ten females
énhska yawén:re niha:ti eleven males
énhska yawén:re nikén:ti eleven females

tewdhsen énhska niha:ti twenty-one males
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tewdhsen énhska nikoén:ti twenty-one females
dhsen niwahsen énhska niha:ti thirty-one males

ahsen niwdhsen énhska nikén:ti thirty-one females
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15. States of Being

Wakhterén:ni | am afraid
Wakena'khwén:'on | am angry
Tewakeweiénhare | am busy
Tewake'nikén:hrhare | am concerned/worried
Wake'nikonhri:io | am content
Tewakanonhwarawénrie | am crazy
Wake'nikonhrén:ton | am depressed
Wakon'wéhskwani | enjoy doing s.t
Wakhsté:rihst | am funny

Konkwe'tizio | am a good person
Wakatshennén:ni | am happy
Tewaken’nikon’rowa:nen | am intelligent
Wakaterién:tare | am aware (know)
Kienté:ri | know s.t specific

Kentérha | am lazy

Waké:kahs | like the taste of it
Kentén:nis I'm lonesome
Wakatera'swi:io | am lucky

Ikhseréhen | am nasty/mean
Wake'nikonhrahserén:ni | am pleased
Wakatateweiennenta:'on | am ready/ prepared
Wake'nikonhraksen | am sad

Kattokha | am smart/ clever
Wake'nikonrahni:ron | am stubborn
Wakenehrakwas | am surprised

Wakatonhahere | am thrilled
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Wakenaktote | have time
Wakatera'swaksen | am unlucky
Wakerha:re | am waiting
Tewakatonhwentsié:ni | am want/need
lohsté:rihst It's funny
lotshenndénnia't It's a happy thing
lo’nikonhréria’t It's surprising
lona:kwat It's maddening
lo’'nikonhraksa't It's saddening
lonehrakwat It's surprising
Teiohwihshenhé:iat It's tiring
Teio’nikonhrha:rat It's worrisome

I6thteron It's dangerous
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PART 11

CONVERSATIONAL MOHAWK
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16. Conversation: Eating A Meal

Satonhkaria’ks ken? Are you hungry?

Hen, katonhkaria’ks. Yes, | am hungry

l:iah sotsi arok tekatonhkaria’ks. No, not hungry yet
I:sehre ken taikiatskahon:na? Do you want to go eat?
Hao’ Ki:nio Yes, lets go!

O:nen ni''i wakekhwenta:on | have already eaten
Naho:ten ni:se’ enseke? What will you eat?

Naho:ten ensneki:ra? What do you want to drink?

_ entkeke | will eat (food)

__ nii enkhneki:zra | will drink (drink)

lah teio:ri kitken ___ This (food) is not cooked all the way
lotshon kizken ____ This (food) is burnt

Wenserakon ki:ken This (food) smells good

Kahnekakon ki:ken ____ This (drink) is good

Se:kas ken ne ____ Do you like the taste of (food)?

Hen, wakekas ne ___ Yes | like the taste of (food)

l:iah tewakekas ne __No | don't like the taste of (food)
Enseke ken ne ___ (food/drink)? Did you try the (food/drink)?

lawekon ken? Is it good?
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17. Conversation: Basic Greetings

Shé:kon, skennenké: ken? Still, is everything peaceful? (Hello, how are you?)
Shé:kon, yoyaneratye ken? Again, is it going well?
Skennen’ké:wa nit'i. Great peace for me too. (I am well)
Nok ni:se? And you?

Yoyaneratye. Itis going well.

Oh naho:ten yesa:ya'ts? What is your name?
Oh naho:ten ronwa:ya'ts?  What is his name?
Oh naho:ten yontatya'ts? What is her name?
Oh naho:ten ronwatitya'ts? What is their name?
Nok ne raénha? And him?

Nok ne akaénha? And her?

Nok ne ronénha? And them?

Jane yonkya'ts. Jane is my name.

John ronwa:ya’ts. John is my name.

Sosdn yontatya'ts. Susan is my name.

Smith ronwatitya'ts. Their name is Smith.
O:nen ki'wahi. Now, then. (Bye, then.)

O:nen. Bye
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18. Conversation: Introducing Yourself

yonkyats is my name
___wakhsenna:sere ____is my last name
na’'tewakohseriya:konh is my age

Kateweyénhstha kateweyénhstha | am studying the Mohawk language.

onkha nise? Who are you?
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19. Conversation: Common Questions &
Phrases

Oh naho:ten ne thiken? What is that?
Oh naho:ten ne ki:ken? What is this?
Oh naho:ten nen’ né'e? What is it?
Onhka ne thictken? Whois that?
Onhka ne ki:ken? Who is this?
Onhka nen’' né’e? Whoisit?
Ka'nén:we ka:zyen? Whereisit? (Where does it lay?)
Yeksa:'a ken? Is it a girl?
Yeksa:'a ken, ne thicken? Isthat a girl?
Yeksa:'a ken, ne kicken? Is this a girl?
Ne yeksa:'a wahi? It is the girl, is it not?
Keén:tho ka:yen. It is here.
E'tho kd:yen. It is there.
Yeksa:'a tdhnon raksa:'a. A girl and a boy?
Oh naho:ten wahsi:ron? What did you say?
Oh ni:ioht tsi enshi:ron ? How do you say

Seshi:ron Say it again
? What does
Ka’'non:we ne ? Where is the ?

Oh naho:ten ken:ton ne mean?

Wake’'nikonhrayén:ta’s | understand

Yah tewake’nikonhrayén:ta’s | don't understand
Wakateryén:tare | know

Yah tewakateryén:tare | don't know

ickehre | want

yah té:kehre | don’t want

satsiiron! say it again!
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