
The goal of this text is to present philosophy to newcomers as a living discipline with historical roots. 

While a few early chapters are historically organized, the goal in the historical chapters is to trace a 

developmental progression of thought that introduces basic philosophical methods and frames issues 

that remain relevant today. Later chapters are topically organized. These include philosophy of science 

and philosophy of mind, areas where philosophy has shown dramatic recent progress. This text concludes 

with four chapters on ethics, broadly construed. Over the course of the text, the author has tried to outline 

the continuity of thought that leads from the historical roots of philosophy to a few of the diverse areas of 

inquiry that continue to make significant contributions to our understanding of ourselves and the world 

in which we live.
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